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Tdam, located in the 
w e s t e r n  

Benishangul-Gumuz region, 
has been a source of 
c o n t e n t i o n  b e t w e e n  
Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan 
since its construction started 
in 2011.

Sudan and Egypt fear the 
project could reduce their 
share of Nile waters.

Ethiopia insists the dam is 
key to its development.

The so-called Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 
(Gerd) is Africa's biggest 
hydroelectric project to 
date.

The Gerd is expected to 
g e n e r a t e  o v e r  5 , 0 0 0  
megawatts of electricity, 
doub l i ng  the  na t i on ' s  
electricity output when it is 
fully completed.

It is currently 83.9% 
complete, the state-owned 
ETV News channel said on 
Sunday.

The Ethiopian government 
insists it will transform the 
national economy, which has 
been severely damaged by 
drought and war, when it is 
fully operational.

In a televised opening 
ceremony on Sunday, Mr Abiy 

toured the dam's  power 
generation station and pressed a 
number of buttons which 
initiated production, according 
to officials.

"This is good news for our 
continent and the downstream 
countries with whom we aspire 
to work together," Mr Abiy wrote 
on Twitter.

But the dam's construction 
has led to discord with Egypt and 
Sudan.

Ethiopia has been diverting 
Nile water to fill a vast reservoir 

its priority is to make sure 
there is enough water to 
operate Africa's largest 
hydroelectric plant.

Sudan is also worried about 
how the dam will affect its 
water levels.

Last year, Sudan was taken 
by surprise when Ethiopia 
decided to shut three of the 
four diversion outlets for the 
water.

This led to lower levels of 
water going downstream 
which disrupted Sudan's 
pumping stations for irrigation 
and municipal water supply.

Both countries have been 
vying for a deal with Ethiopia 
over the filling and operation 
of the dam, but negotiations 
have failed to make headway. 

Egypt relies on the Nile for 
90% of its water. It has 

behind the dam.
E g y p t ,  w h i c h  l i e s  

downstream and depends 
almost completely on the Nile 
for its irrigation and drinking 
water, is worried this will 
affect the levels of water 
flowing into the country.

It therefore wants a 
guarantee of a certain of 
volume of water coming into 
Egypt.

But Ethiopia is reluctant to 
be tied to a certain figure of 
how much water to release as 

he fighting comes 

Tdays after France 
and its allies said 

they were withdrawing their 
forces from Mali.

An army statement said 
that in response to this latest 
attack, the Malian air force 
killed 57 militants.

It said the soldiers were 
searching for rebel hideouts 
when they came under fire 

from "unidentified armed men".
There has been regional and 

international concern for Mali's 
security following the expulsion 
of French troops, as well as the 
foothold gained by Russian 
mercenaries in the region.

This week alone, locals told 
AFP new agency that 40 civilians 
had been killed in the same 
region of Archam where rival 
Islamist groups, including Islamic 

State, operate.
Mali has been grappling 

with jihadist unrest for years, 
prompting huge protests in 
2020 against then-President 
Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta who 
was ousted by coup leaders 
promising to restore security.

Since then country's new 
military leaders have had a 
series of disagreements with 
former colonial  power 
France, which saw them 
reneging on an agreement to 
hold democratic elections 
this year and expelling the 
French ambassador when he 
objected.

It culminated in Mali 
ordering France to withdraw 
all of its troops, after almost 
10 years fighting the jihadist 
threat.

Bolstered by soldiers from 
other Western nations, the 
Mali joint mission - called the 
Takuba Task Force - will now 
move a short distance across 
t h e  b o r d e r  t o  N i g e r,  
remaining relatively close 
their current base.

Niger's president said on 

historically asserted that having 
a stable flow of the Nile waters is 
a matter of survival in a country 
where water is scarce.

A 1929 treaty (and a 
subsequent one in 1959) gave 
Egypt and Sudan rights to nearly 
all of the Nile waters. The 
colonial-era document also gave 
Egypt veto powers over any 
projects by upstream countries 
that would affect its share of the 
waters.

Neither agreement made any 
allowance for the water needs of 
the other riparian states that 
were not parties to the deal, 
including Ethiopia, whose Blue 
Nile contributes much of the 
river waters.

Ethiopia has said it should not 
be bound by the decades-old 
treaty and went ahead and 
started building its dam at the 
start of the Arab Spring in March 
2011 without consulting Egypt. 
BBC

A
 Nigerian military 
airstrike targeting 
bandits has killed 

seven children and injured 
five others in the southern 
part of neighboring Niger.

A local governor of the 
Maradi region near Nigeria, 
C h a i b o u  A b o u b a c a r,  
confirmed the incident to the 

French news agency on 
Sunday. Aboubacar said the 
strike occurred on Friday in 
the village of Nachade and 
that four of the children died 
instantly while three others 

died on their way to the 
hospital.

He said, "There was a 
mistake with the Nigeria 
strikes on the border that 
resulted in victims in our 
territory."

Aboubacar visited the 
children's graves on Saturday 
and said the Nigerian military 

planes were combing the area 
for bandits, local criminal 
gangs operating in northwest 
Nigeria, who kill people or 
kidnap them for ransom.VOA

Nigeria ' s  d irector of  

Ethiopia starts generating
 power from River Nile dam

Mali soldiers killed days 
after France announces exit

Friday that the country's 
borders would likely be more 
vulnerable to jihadist militant 
a c t i v i t y  f o l l ow ing  t he  
withdrawal of French forces 
and their allies from Mali.

Earlier this week he and 

other West African leaders met 
w i t h  F r e n c h  P r e s i d e n t  
Emmanuel Macron ahead of the 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  
withdrawal of forces from Mali, 
during which they agreed that 
the troops would relocate to 
countries in the region. BBC

Nigeria Military Airstrikes 
Kill Seven Children in Niger
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NO PATRIOTIC LIBERIAN HAD ever thought that former Vice 
President Joseph Nyumah Boakai, captain of the 
Collaborating Police Parties (CPP) would have jumped the 
boat while it sails in troubled waters, abandoning CPP 
supporters and sympathizers in a state of hopelessness and 
neglect. It is so sad for the elderly statesman of the land.

IT CAME AS A SHOCKWAVE to many that barely four months 
into his 2-year chairmanship of the CPP, the former VP and 
standard bearer of the Unity Party would call it a quit just 
as he was expected to take the Collaboration to elections 
next year.

MR. BOAKAI CITED AMONG others, ceaseless internal 
wranglings in the CPP under his watch that he said 
distracted the four constituent parties (UP, ALP. ANC and 
LP) from their responsibilities to the Liberian people, 
coupled with pressure from his own UP that pushed to give 
up his duty.

BUT A SENIOR MEMBER OF THE UP publicly disagreed. 
Former Senator John Ballout described the decision by his 
standard bearer as an emotional error and hoped that 
Chairman Boakai can re-visit the decision and go back to 
the Collaboration.

MR. BALLOUT NOTED THAT arguments presented by his 
standard bearer clearly contradict efforts made over the 
period to unite the CPP, and that Mr. Boakai only 
catalogued a plethora of problems but failed to provide 
solutions.  

SO, WHERE DOES THIS leadership that the UP-standard 
bearer so desperately wants to provide for the entire 
country is to be tested if he cannot take four parties to 
elections?    
Boakai’s exit out of the Collaboration has surrendered the 
CPP to the ruling CDC even before the political battle can 
start in 2023.

A GENERAL THAT FAILS TO MOBILIZE his troops and take 
charge is unfit to lead and therefore, cannot be entrusted 
with the duties of state. Chairman Boakai’s action clearly 
proved so.

IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, LEADERS of the CPP were 
convinced that remaining in their separate ways to face 
incumbent President George Manneh Weah at the ballot 
box in 2023 would not achieve the desire result hence, the 
need to unite as a formidable opposition bloc under the 
CPP.

NOW CHAIRMAN BOAKAI HAS thrown the bathtub away with 
the baby, leaving the opposition parties scattered and 
weak to put a strong fight against President Weah 
something, that he has already acknowledged but yet tells 
Liberians that hope is coming. But like former Senator 
Ballout, we too disagree. A scatter opposition cannot 
deliver hope for the future that it cannot nurture now.

CommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.  www.project-syndicate.org

ENEVA – In 2022, the COVID-19 pandemic 

Gand the myriad crises it spawned may 
finally start to recede. But even in that 

best-case scenario, a tsunami of new challenges 
– from the failure of climate action to the 
erosion of social cohesion – is within sight. 
Addressing them will require leaders to adopt a 
different governance model.

When our institutions are well governed, we 
pay little attention to them. They are simply 
invisible infrastructure supporting the economy 
and virtually all aspects of the social order. And 
“good enough” governance in the second half of 
the twentieth century enabled income growth 
and social peace.

Today, however, many people have lost faith in 
their leaders. Faced with mounting risks and 
our collective failure to address them, we have 
started looking for culprits. Some point the 
finger at inept political leaders, others blame 
“Davos Man” CEOs, and a desperate, growing 
minority sees an elite conspiracy behind the 
current doom and gloom.

The truth is more complicated. At the heart of 
our failure to foresee and manage global risks – 
not only climate change and deepening social 
divisions but also the re-emergence of 
infectious diseases, debt crises, and 
inadequate technology regulation – lies an 
unresolved problem of global governance. Our 
institutions and their leadership are no longer 
fit for purpose.

We tend to view history as a series of big, 
earthquake-like events. But the degradation of 
global governance was mostly a case of gradual 
erosion.

In the Governance 1.0 period immediately after 
World War II, both public and corporate 
governance were marked by the rule of the 
“one man”: the elected or unelected “strong 
leader” and the “boss.” This type of leadership 
worked well in a society where the cost of 
information was high, hierarchical power and 
management functioned relatively smoothly, 
and technological and economic advances 
benefited almost everyone.

The Governance 2.0 model, which emerged at 
the end of the 1960s, affirmed the primacy of 
material wealth, and coincided with the rise of 
the economist Milton Friedman’s “shareholder 
cap i ta l i sm” and progress ive  g loba l  
financialization. The new managerial class, 
accountable only to shareholders, reigned 
supreme and had global reach. And while the 
2008 global financial crisis dealt Governance 
2.0 a serious blow, its narrow vision continued 
to prevail until the outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The brutal social and economic shock inflicted 
by COVID-19 ushered in Governance 3.0. Crisis 
management currently dominates decision-
making, with leaders focusing on operational 
thinking and showing a relative disregard for 
possible unintended consequences. This short-
term, trial-and-error approach has led to 
haphazard management of the pandemic and 
its socioeconomic fallout.

But when the pandemic ends, we will need a 
new governance model. Governance 4.0 would 

2022                              

differ from its predecessors in several 
fundamental respects. First, it would replace 
today’s short-term crisis management with long-
term strategic thinking. A focus on current 
problems such as the pandemic, socioeconomic 
crises, and people’s mental health must be 
complemented with action to tackle climate 
change, reverse biodiversity loss and 
environmental damage caused by human activity, 
and address related social challenges such as 
involuntary migration.

Second, Governance 4.0 must replace the tunnel 
vision and top-down approach that prevailed in 
the past. We live in a highly complex and 
interconnected world, not a linear one with few 
discontinuities. That also means the roles and 
responsibilities of each stakeholder in society 
must change. Business can no longer ignore its 
social and environmental impact, while 
government can no longer act as if it alone has all 
the answers.

Third, the current emphasis on a narrow 
conception of economics and short-term financial 
interests must cease. Instead, the primacy of 
society and nature must be at the core of any new 
governance system – whether for business or 
government. Finance and business are vitally 
important. But they must serve society and 
nature, not the other way around.

The world has changed, and public and corporate 
governance must change with it. Today, major 
structural shifts like the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution and climate change are disrupting 
every industry and center of power. Technologies 
such as blockchain are replacing centralized and 
hierarchical organizations with decentralized, 
autonomous entities. And social, economic, and 
digital inequities are increasing.

For now, many leaders remain stuck in the 
shareholder capitalism mentality of Governance 
2.0, while some societies still favor the strongman 
leadership and structure of Governance 1.0. And 
as long as COVID-19 remains a threat, the crisis 
mentality of Governance 3.0 will continue to 
dominate boardroom and cabinet discussions.

But many leaders are already thinking and acting 
like pioneers for a new age of governance. They 
include business executives advocating for 
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
metrics, and political leaders such as French 
President Emmanuel Macron and Italian Prime 
Minister Mario Draghi breaking down boundaries. 
Above all, young people are demanding a better 
future.

Those still using the governance playbooks of 
previous eras criticize such leaders for not staying 
in their lane. But we should welcome leaders who, 
navigating largely uncharted territory, act outside 
of their narrow interest as trailblazers and argue 
for specific action to fight climate change and 
address social injustice.

The best gauges of responsible and responsive 
governance today measure the extent to which 
leaders embrace and consent to stakeholder 
responsibility over shareholder responsibility. 
Although the measurement of stakeholder 
accountability is still in its infancy, the 
development of consistent metrics will enable us 
to judge whether leaders are taking a broader 
view of their role and responsibility.

Too disappointing 
Chairman Boakai

Envisioning Governance 4.0

By Klaus Schwab
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ARIS – Although the French presidential election is just two months away, it still 

Pfeels as though the campaign hasn’t really begun. On both the right and the left, 
the candidates are busy marking their territories off from close rivals. Each 

seems to be more focused on settling internal accounts than on confronting the 
incumbent, Emmanuel Macron.

On the left, seven candidates are playing a zero-sum game for no more than 25% of the 
electorate. On the right, a similar contest is playing out between the center and the 
extreme, with three candidates ultimately vying for about 45% of the electorate. 
Opinion polls currently show Macron winning the first round with 25% and being re-
elected in the second round, regardless of whether he faces Marine Le Pen of the far-
right National Rally or Valérie Pécresse of the traditional center-right party, Les 
Républicains.

Macron, meanwhile, seems content to watch his challengers fight among themselves. 
He has been postponing the official announcement of his candidacy until the last 
minute and has made clear that he will not participate in the first-round debates.

Macron’s remarkable hold on French political life is anomalous. In most large 
democracies, politics has become increasingly polarized, with the left and the right 
locked in a state of mutual hatred. How has Macron managed to hold a moderate 
centrist line? Part of the answer lies in the exceptional circumstances in which he was 
elected in 2017.

In that election, the left’s main candidate, incumbent President François Hollande, 
was so unpopular – his approval rating was just 4% a year before his term ended – that 
he ultimately opted not to run. At the same time, the candidate of the mainstream 
right, François Fillon, became caught up in a financial scandal and was sentenced to 
five years in prison on embezzlement charges.

Beyond these unique circumstances, Macron also benefited from the growing 
radicalization of both the left and the right, which enabled him to consolidate control 
over a large bloc of voters who were worried about extremism on both sides. His 
campaign followed a textbook “median-voter” strategy, attracting moderate left-
wing voters (many of whom remain faithful to him) as well as a significant share of the 
moderate right.

Now, a new analysis of French electoral trends, based on a sample of nearly 10,000 
voters collected by Ipsos, highlights the trajectory of left-wing voters who had 
previously supported Hollande. In 2012, this cohort represented 28.5% of the 
electorate. In 2017, 46% of former Hollande voters cast ballots for Macron. Now, this 
segment of the electorate is divided into thirds: 36% continue to support Macron, 34% 
are preparing to vote again for a left-wing candidate, and 29% intend to abstain from 
voting.

The share of voters committed to the left thus has fallen by some 18 percentage 
points. Not only has the moderate left defected; a growing share of working-class 
voters has decided to abstain or support the far right. Since the left is clearly in need 
of an ideological reboot, its candidates in this election are largely focused on 
preparing the ground for after Macron leaves the scene.

But Macronism has also had a dramatic impact on the right. The same poll shows that 
support for Pécresse is lower than it was for Fillon around this time in 2017, reflecting 
the migration of right-leaning voters elsewhere. Around 29% of Fillon voters are 
preparing to vote for Macron, and 16% are supporting Éric Zemmour, the new far-right 
rival to Le Pen. Pécresse thus commands only 48% of Fillon’s electorate. In her effort 
to claim both the center right and the radical right, Pécresse lately seems more 
interested in winning over the latter, going so far as to highlight the racist “great 
replacement” theory, developed by the far-right thinker Renaud Camus. As with the 
left, the traditional right is struggling to assert itself against extremists.

The problem for both the left and the right is that this election comes at a time voters 
are primarily concerned with kitchen-table issues, rather than ideological purity 
tests. The Ipsos poll shows that the two worries most frequently cited by voters are 
declining purchasing power (44%) and COVID-19 (35%).

These issues – which are mainly about vaccination and the price of fuel – are hardly 
conducive to ideological grandstanding. The right can’t accuse Macron of fiscal 
profligacy, because voters want more deficit- and debt-financed support. But nor can 
the left capitalize on the situation. French voters will protest vehemently against 
rising energy prices, making it much more difficult to push for new taxes on fossil fuels 
(even if there are also measures to help reinforce a new consumption model).

Then again, French politics never remains dormant for long, as Charles de Gaulle and 
Valéry Giscard d’Estaing both discovered in their own times. In 1965, de Gaulle 
assumed that his election was assured; yet against all odds, he had to run a second-
round campaign against François Mitterrand, who had been endorsed by the left, 
including the Communist Party. Similarly, Giscard d’Estaing, the center-right 
incumbent, was certain that he would win re-election in 1981. But owing to the fallout 
of the second global oil shock, he lost to Mitterrand.

This year’s campaign, too, might still surprise us. After all, the main protagonist has 
not yet entered the scene.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.   www.project-syndicate.org
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EW YORK – On February 21, 1972, Richard Nixon became the first US president to 

Nvisit the People’s Republic of China, setting in motion a process that would end 
China’s decades-long isolation and kick-start the emergence of a modern, 

dynamic economy. But, despite the seismic economic changes in China in the intervening 
half-century, many in the West regard today’s People’s Republic as an unreformed 
communist country whose unfair trade practices are harming Western workers and 
consumers. Although this impression is partly a by-product of today’s geopolitical 
competition, it also reflects a lack of historical perspective.

At the time of Nixon’s visit, China was as isolated and closed off from the world as North 
Korea is today. Ordinary Chinese had no freedom to choose where to work and had to 
accept jobs assigned by their local government. Almost every Chinese adult worked for 
the state or in a state-owned firm, because no privately owned domestic enterprises or 
foreign firms operated in the country. Nixon’s entourage also noticed an astonishing lack 
of color on the streets, as most Chinese wore either blue or green. There was not a single 
foreign brand on the streets of Beijing or Shanghai.

Today, Chinese can choose their place of employment, more than 80% of the workforce 
are employed by firms not owned by the state, and wages are determined by supply and 
demand in the labor market. An international tourist cannot tell from people’s clothing 
alone whether she is in Shanghai, Seoul, Tokyo, or Taipei. Virtually all major global 
brands that can be seen in New York, London, and Singapore, are ubiquitous in major 
Chinese cities as well.

Apple, Boeing, Caterpillar, Starbucks, and many other foreign companies are currently 
doing brisk business in China, supporting the returns of US pension and mutual funds that 
invest in them. General Motors sells more cars in China than in America or any other 
market. And firms in China that are wholly or majority owned by foreign investors 
account for 40% of China’s exports.

At the time of Nixon’s visit, the Chinese government’s most important border control 
policy – as in East Germany then or North Korea now – was to prevent ordinary Chinese 
from escaping the country for good. In 2019, the last year before the COVID-19 pandemic 
began, 150 million Chinese tourists visited the United States, Europe, Southeast Asia, 
and other regions, and returned home voluntarily. The personal freedom ordinary 
Chinese have now was unimaginable in 1972.

China’s transformation has not resulted in Milton Friedman’s brand of capitalism, in 
which the state plays a minimal role in the economy. But China has adopted many 
regulatory institutions similar to those in Germany, Japan, and even the US. China’s Food 
and Drug Administration, established in 1998, is partly modeled on its US counterpart. 
And the design of its State Environmental Protection Administration (now called the 
Ministry of Ecology and Environment) was influenced by that of the US Environmental 
Protection Agency.

Even China’s much-criticized industrial policy took its intellectual inspiration from 
Alexander Hamilton, who pioneered the concept. The China 2025 program, which aims to 
promote what the Chinese government regards as the industries of the future, resembles 
not so much Soviet central planning as Germany’s Industrie 4.0 initiative or even 
America’s own numerous industrial policies.

So, was Nixon right to help China reconnect with the world? To the extent that his visit 
and subsequent US policies contributed to China’s success in lifting a billion people out of 
abject poverty, it is difficult to think of another initiative that could have done more to 
promote human welfare.

Of course, that was not the motivation for Nixon’s diplomatic coup, which strengthened 
America’s hand in its struggle with the Soviet Union. But it is equally important – yet 
somehow often overlooked – that US households and firms have benefited tremendously 
from China’s economic rise.

US exports to China have increased faster than US exports to Europe, Japan, Mexico, 
Canada, Brazil, or Australia over the last three decades. While imports from China seem 
to have contributed to a decline in US manufacturing jobs, employment and value added 
in America’s modern service sectors grew faster, because low-cost Chinese products such 
as laptops and electric equipment boosted efficiency. Cheaper Chinese goods 
undoubtedly helped to hold down goods prices in Western economies from the 1980s until 
recently. And throughout the period of America’s increased economic engagement with 
China, there was no secular increase in US unemployment.

Former US President Donald Trump’s misguided trade war with China implies a reversal of 
these trends. By raising tariffs on Chinese imports to the level that prevailed under the 
Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act before World War II, Trump ensured that American households 
and firms faced higher prices than they otherwise would have. America’s trade deficit 
has widened rather than narrowed, partly because US firms are losing competitiveness in 
the global market as a result of the trade war.

While US policymakers are tempted, for geopolitical reasons, to end the policy of 
economic engagement toward China pursued by successive administrations in the 
decades following Nixon’s 1972 visit, the risks are significant. US living standards would 
likely increase less fast. While Chinese economic growth would suffer, the support for 
American institutions and ideals among many ordinary Chinese could decline as well. If a 
US decoupling strategy were to accelerate China’s strategic rapprochement with Russia, 
perhaps even resulting in a formal alliance, a combination of Russia’s nuclear arsenal and 
China’s mighty economy could present a more nightmarish challenge to US global 
hegemony.

Waiting for Macron
By Daniel Cohen

Understanding China Since Nixon

By Shang-Jin Wei
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Official Notice
 
To all concerned:
 
This notice serves as a warning that you are in unlawful 
possession of the following properties which belong to my late 
father Mr. Edwin Sambola:
 
1. Marcas  Building, 52 Broad Street
2. Police Academy Road
3. Bona Beach, Congo Town  
 
Please be informed that these properties are not for sale, and 
anything on the contrary is done at your own risk. Whoever has 
concerns and wishes to reach out to me regarding the above 
listed properties, feel free to contact me through these contacts 
listed below:
 
+19293506182 /  0013478219525 

Signed:______________________________
                   Mana Diggs Sambola,
             (Son of the late Edwin Sambola)

ook Before Boys in 

Bpartnersh ip  wi th  
Lipedia on Thursday, 

17 February 2022, officially 
launched what it calls 'Go Girl, 
Lead Mentorship” capacity 
building program, aimed at 
strengthening the capacity of 
females across the country to 
end patriarchy and bridge the 
gender gap.  

T h e  G o  G i r l ,  L e a d  
Mentorship program was 
birthed in August 2020 as an 
initiative to build females’ soft 
skills in the areas of public 
speaking, campaign planning, 
essay and poetry writing, 
climate change, feminism and 
other courses.  

Speak ing  a t  a  p res s  
conference Thursday, the 
Assistant Press and Public 
Affairs Director Ms. Cheadol 
Sidibey said the program is 
intended to train females to 
become proactive leaders 
from grassroots in order to 
break the patriarchy and 
bridge the gender gap.  

According to Ms. Sidibey, 
over the past two years, the 
program has contributed and 
built the capacities of 152 
young girls who have in turn 
impacted society in their 
respective ways.

 
She added that they have 

had thirteen of their graduates 
emerging as student council 
presidents of their schools, 19 
valedictorians, while others 
are engaged into community 
programs like health and 
climate awareness, and 
spelling bee competition, 
among others.

"Based on the aforesaid, 
Books Before Boys, Inc. and its 
partner Libpedia will on 

February 19, 2022 launch the 
application for Cohort III of the 
Go Girl, Lead Mentorship 
Program,” she said.  

“Our team will be responsible 
to take the application form on 
various campuses for interested 
students, both high schools and 
universities. Applicants will also 
be allowed to access their 
application on our official 
facebook page at Books Before 
Boys, Inc. or at our head office" 
she noted. 

This year, the Go Girl, Lead 
Mentorship Program is intended 
to be established within three 
counties, namely: Montserrado, 
Grand Bassa and Grand Cape 
Mount Counties, respectively.  

Moreover, a total of 500 girls 
from the three counties will be 
t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  
disciplines.

Sidibey explained that 
applicants who have passed the 
first stage of the vetting process 
will be shortlisted for interview 
and qualified applicants who 
have successfully passed the 
interview will be officially 
posted on their  var ious  
Facebook  pages  (50/50,  
Libpedia and Books Before Boys, 
Inc.) and be given a letter of 
acceptance.  

"Summary Calendar of Events 
Appl ication Submiss ion –  
February 15 – March 16, 2022 
Interview for shortl isted 
candidates – March 21-28, 2022 
Publ icat ion  of  Qual i f ied  
candidates listing – April 15, 
2022 Orientation – April 30, 2022 
Classes begin – May 7, 2022 Books 
Before Boys, Inc. and its partner 
are hereby soliciting funds. We 
a re  open  to  donat ions ,  
partnerships and volunteers that 
will help keep this initiative 
running," she concluded.  

Book Before Boys, partners launch
 "Go girls” lead mentorship Cohort 3
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expected to arrive in the country 
over the weekend, adding that 
when these three girls arrive in 
the country, “They will be the 
ones to explain their own story.”

In a recent interview from 
Oman with the United Methodist 
Radio in Monrovia some of the 
trafficked girls narrated their 
ordeal, lamenting that one of 
their colleagues broke her figure 
due to harsh treatments from 
their hosts, while another was in 
\police custody for speaking up. 

Speaking at the Ministry of 
Information’s regular briefing on 
Thursday, February 17, 2022, the 
minister noted that that many of 
those students, who are 

expected to be repatriated 
from Dubai, Cyprus and Oman 
are facing serious difficulties 
at the hands of their 
employers and their various 
agents that facilitated their 
going. 

He explains that the 
students offered everything to 
both their schools and agents 
before leaving here, but when 
they arrived in Cyprus, it 
became difficult for them to 
enroll in the institutions they 
have applied.

On the other hand, he 
further narrates that before 
leaving Liberia, the students 
were asked by their agents to 

-Labor Minister reveals 

-Congressman Nathan Biah that as a founding partner, 
Liberia has always been in the 
vanguard for the promotion of 
peace, education, economic 
freedom, social justice and 
human rights across Africa.

Representative Biah, who was 
dressed up in a navy blue coat 
suite, continues that the link 
between Providence Island in 
Monrovia and Rhodes Island in 
the U.S. leading to the landing of 
settlers on Providence Island and 

subsequent signing of Liberia’s 
Declaration of Independence 
inside the Providence Baptist 
Church in the heart of the capital 
are intimately connected, 
adding that the historical society 
specifically mentioned the 
sailing of free slaves to Liberia.

“Our destiny as Liberia and 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  
inextricably connected", he says 
and adds that statistically, 
Rhode Island hosts most 
Liberians per capital within the 
territorial confines of America.

Rep. Biah: “Let's break from 
all the pleasantries and have an 
open and honest conversation as 
a people and country; what do 

we want? Where are we 
going?.” He says these are 
straightforward questions 
that need to be answered in 
honest faction.

He calls on the Government 
of Liberia to commit to 
educating her citizens, 
stressing that education will 
assist Liberians to rehabilitate 
their less fortunate brothers 
and sisters, and help to clean 
the streets to attract foreign 

investments that would 
eventually help to improve 
the economy.

The Mayor of Freetown, 
Madam Yvonne Aki-Sawyer, in 
remarks extols her Liberian 
counterpart Mayor Jefferson 
Koijee for what she calls an 
historic milestone, noting that 
the city corporation under the 
leadership of Mayor Koijee has 
made tremendous progress 
despite challenges that have 
engulfed the city and the 
country at large.

“I'm excited to form part of 
this history making event; as 
you all may know, Freetown 
and Monrovia have so much in 

common, and have long been 
s h a r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
challenges and knowledge 
that can improve our both 
cities”, says Mayor Aki-Sawyer.

She recalls Liberia-Sierra 
Leone connection came from a 
long way, citing arrival of the 
settlers on Shepro Island in 
Freetown to their settling on 
Providence Island in Monrovia. 
Mayor Aki-Sawyer notes that 
those connections have been 
concretized through the MRU 
a n d  o t h e r  b i l a t e r a l  
relationships.

"As we celebrate this day, 
our relationship has been 
strengthened at the city level, 
the challenges our cities are 
f a c i n g  c a n ' t  b e  o v e r  
emphasized, we’re battling 
climate change, urbanization, 
waste management and 
sanitation with a rapidly 
growing young population.”

Also speaking, the Lord 
Mayor of the Municipal Council 
of The Gambia, Talib Ahmed 
B e n s o u d a ,  t h a n k s  t h e  
Government and people of 
Liberia for the hospitality 
accorded him, noting that 
Monrovia is the happiest city in 
the subregion.

Mayor Bensouda continues 
that his decision to run for 
office in 2018 was to shift the 
dynamics in The Gambia by 
contributing to the growth of 
the country.

The youthful Mayor says if 
Africa must get on the right 

track, there's a need to have 
strong institutions and well 
coordinated partnership with 
cities on a subregional level.

The celebration, held under 
the theme: Rekindling City 
Heritage for Urban Resilience”, 
was graced by key officials of 
government from line ministries 
and agencies, international 
partners from the U.S. and the 
subregion, including Mayor 
Yvonne Aki-Sawyer of Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, Naquetta Rick's, a 
member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives from the State 
of Colorado, Elizabeth K.T. 
Sackey, the Lord Mayors of 
Accra, Ghana and Talib Ahmed 
Bensouda of Banju, Gambia, and 
Deputy Chief of Mission of the 
U.S. Embassy near Monrovia, 
Joel Maybury, among others.

Previously called Christopolis 
or City of Christ, the Liberian 
capital Monrovia, was renamed 
in 1824 after James Monroe, 5th 
President of the United States. In 
1 8 4 5 ,  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
convention was held in Monrovia 
at which the document was 
drafted that would be adopted 
two years  l a ter  a s  the  
constitution of the newly 
Independent and Sovereign 
Republ ic of  L iberia.  I t ' s  
mandated by the city council 
that the mayor reports on the 
state of affairs of the city on 16 
February each year. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

pay half of their tuitions along 
with other requirement fees 
which would have enabled 
them to enroll upon arrival.

“It is criminal to encourage 
someone who is in desperate 
need of employment, to go to a 
foreign country and then you 
ill-treat them, molest them 
and take away all their pride to 
the extent that they become 
nothing, desperate for a 
living”, Minister Gibson 
laments.

He says currently, the 
m i n i s t r y  o f  l a b o r  i s  
investigating two other 
pastors, who according to 
investigation, transferred a 
group of Liberians to Oman 
from their local churches in 
Liberia.

“I’m told that these pastors 
allegedly collected money 
from some unidentified 
individuals in Oman to traffic 
people under the pretext of 
helping them to further their 
education”, he reveals.

H e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  
investigation uncovered that 
the pastors  yet  to be 
i d e n t i f i e d ,  a l l e g e d l y  
trafficked 35 students from 
L iber ia  and  i t  i s  now 
government's responsibility to 
bring the victims back home.

Cllr. Gibson says based on 

this, the ministry of labor has 
employed services of 10 local 
NGOs operating in all 15 counties 
of Liberia to carry out vigorous 
awareness campaigns in various 
communities to deter citizens 
from falling prey to traffickers.

Meanwhile, the labor boss 
also discloses that member 
countries of the Mano River 
Union have discussed and agreed 
to convene a special subregional 
summit on human trafficking in 
Monrovia, Liberia.

He says the summit seeks to 
achieve a five-year budget that 
will be used to fight human 
trafficking in Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, Guinea and Ivory Coast, 
respectively.

Minister Gibson says an 
amount of 60 million United 
State Dollars is needed from the 
international community in 
order to draft the five-year 
budget which will be used to 
fight the crime across the four 
MRU countries.

He also reveals that the 
International Organization on 
Migration and the Mano River 
Union Secretariat have already 
started preparatory processes 
for the pending summit in 
Liberia, though he did not 
disclose a specific date. Editing 
by Jonathan Browne
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GOL gives US$50,000 to 
repatriate trafficked Liberians

more headline news       more headline news 

he Minister of Labor 

TCllr. Charles Gibson 
reveals that the 

Government of Liberia has 
made available US$50,000 to 
repatriate Liberians who 
were reportedly trafficked to 
Cyprus, Oman, and Dubai 
under  the  pretext  o f  
furthering their education. 

According to Minister 
Gibson, the first batch of 
t r a f f i c k e d  s t u d e n t s  
encompasses three females 
from Oman, who were 

By Kruah Thompson 

“Peace and education 
key to successful nation

R
h o d e s  I s l a n d  
d i s t r i c t # 3  
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  

Nathan W. Biah  of the United 
States says  peace and 
education are critical to the 
success of any nation, as they 
are ingredients of growth and 
development.

"My intent today is to use 
education as a means of 

promoting peace through 
cultural heritage, especially 
among our regional and 
ne ighbor ing  partners " ,  
Congressman Biah said here 
Wednesday, 16 February 
when he addressed program 
marking 43rd Monrovia Day 
under the auspices of the 
Monrovia City Corporation. 

He says the formation of 
the Mano River Union (MRU), 
the Economic Community of 
W e s t  A f r i c a n  S t a t e s  
(ECOWAS), the organization 
of African Unity now the 
African Union, among others 
are vital to the existence of 
the global community, noting 
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NEC Gender section hosts forum

JFL hails U.S. call to end
 corruption in Liberia 

making it difficult to see the 
call for the establishment of 
war and economic crimes 
court for Liberia coming to a 
reality," JFL boss explained.

He stressed further that the 

fight against corruption and bad 
governance in Liberia will be 
achieved only if those who 
brought war in the country and 
destroyed it are stopped from 
milking the county.    

 Inclusive Political Participation of Women 
UNDP, UN Women, Launch Project on

incumbent are up for re-
elections,” stressed Hon. 
Brunson.

In Liberia, women constitute 
49 percent of the population, 
according to the 2008 Census. 
Women occupy only two of the 
30 seats at 6.7 percent in the 
Liberian Senate.

Hon. Brunson cited poor 
p e r c e p t i o n  o f  w o m e n  
leadership, lack of access to 
resources, violence against 
women in elections and politics, 
social and cultural norms, and 
u n e n f o r c e a b l e  l e g a l  
frameworks as some of the 
barriers that have fragmented 
the role of women in politics. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
United Nations in Liberia, UN 

Resident Coordinator, Niels 
S c o t t  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  
government to promote gender 
e m p o w e r m e n t  a n d  
participation in accordance 
with SDG5, and SDG16 to sustain 
the peace.  

Mr. Scott noted that one of 
the best ways to a successful 
democracy is to encourage 
equal and inclusive political 
participation, stressing that the 
United Nations is very clear 
about its “2030” Agenda.

“Political exclusion must 
stop if we have to consider the 
gains that Liberia has made in 
its democracy. If this is not 
done, free and fair elections 
would only sound good in the 
headlines of newspapers’ 
articles but the reality is not the 
case,” stressed Mr. Scott.

I n  t h e  2 0 2 0  S p e c i a l  
Senatorial Elections, only 17.5 
p e r c e n t  o f  n o m i n a t e d  
candidates were women, falling 
far short of the commitments 
made by political parties. Only 
one party fulfilled the voluntary 
quota calling for 30 percent of a 
party’s candidate to be women.

           MONDAY       FEBRUARY   21

VAWIE protocol forum.
According to the Gender 

Section of NEC, the overall 
objectives of the present VAWIE 
protocol, seek to fill the gaps 
identified in the memorandum 
of Understanding, (MOU) 
relating to the Inter Party 
Consultative Committee, (IPCC) 

meeting and the Code of 
Conduct for Political Parties to 
promote and advocate for 
increased women’s leadership 
and participation in Liberia. 

However, a statement from 
NEC Gender Section issued 
Thursday, 17 February 2022 said, 
the major objective of the one-

day Buchanan program is to 
ensure that the rightful 
signatories from Political 
Parties and the NEC sign onto 
this protocol and commit 
the i r  var ious  po l i t ica l  
s t ruc tu re s  to  i t s  f u l l  
implementation of the VAWIE 
Protocol. 

The NEC statement,  
reminds political parties that 
the signing ceremony in Grand 
Bassa is in fulfilment of a 
resolution reached during a 
consultative meeting on the 
VAWIE protocol held at a local 
hotel in Monrovia on 4 
February 2022, at which time 
t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
unanimously agreed to sign 
onto the VAWIE protocol in 
Buchanan on 18 February 
2022.

All seven members of the 
Board of Commissioners, 
(BOC) of NEC, including its 
Chairperson Madam Davidetta 
Browne Lansanah, Senior 
Te c h n i c i a n s  o f  t h e  
Commission, relevant line 
Ministries and Agencies 
including Internal Affairs, 
Justice, Immigration Service, 
Human Rights Commission, 
Ministry of Gender and Civil 
Society organizations are 
expected to attend the 
Buchanan one-day program on 
the signing of the VAWIE 
Protocol.—Press release

more headline news       more headline news 

T
he Gender Section 
of the National 
E l e c t i o n s  

Commission, (NEC) will today 
Friday host a one-day forum 
for the official singing 
ceremony onto the Violence 
Against Women In Elections, 
(VAWIE) Protocol, by Political 

Parties and relevant elections 
Stakeholders in Liberia in 
Buchanan, Grand Bassa 
County.

The Gender Section of 
NEC, in collaboration with 
the United Nations Women, 
(UN Women), and with 
funding from Canada are 
conducting the Buchanan 

h e  E x e c u t i v e  

TDirector of Justice 
Forum Liberia (JFL) 

Amb. Maxson S. Kpakio has 
commended the Senior Aide 
to U.S. President Joe Biden, 
Madam Dana Banks for adding 
her voice to the many voices 
including himself that are 
c a m p a i g n i n g  a g a i n s t  
corruption, bad governance, 
a n d  d e m a n d i n g  
accountability in Liberia.

Speaking at a press 
conference, Amb. Kpakio 
s a i d  t h a t ,  w h i l e  h i s  
organization appreciates the 
Senior Aide’s outburst and 
frank speaking against 
leaders of Liberia for not 
doing much in the fight 
against corruption especially, 
Justice Forum Liberia is 
t a k e n  a b a c k  a n d  
flabbergasted by Madam 
Banks saying that America 
cannot  f ight  L iber ia’s  
corruption. 

Mr. Kpakio noted that he 
does not agree with the U.S. 
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  d i r e c t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  
Bicentennial events statement, 
stating that since the U.S.A. is 
the second home for Liberians 
and that a great number of 
government officials in Liberia 
and their associates are having 
their saving accounts and 
mansions in America.

 "The US government can in a 
minute trace accounts and 

i n ve s tment  l i n k i ng  t o  
individuals that can be called 
for questioning which could 
lead to such money being 
given back to the people of 
Liberia,” he argued.  

“Meanwhile, we are once 
again calling on the U.S. 
government to assist in the 
f ight  aga inst  war lords  
clinching to power which is 

By Lincoln G. Peters 

U
nited Nations sister 
agencies, UNDP and 
U N  W o m e n  i n  

co l laborat ion  with  the  
government  o f  L iber ia  
officially launched a USD2M 
project titled 'Promoting 
I n c l u s i v e  P o l i t i c a l  
Participation and Elimination 
of Violence against Women in 
Politics" by the Peace Building 
Fund (PBF) on February 10, 
2022.

The project was launched 
to promote women political 
participation and eliminate 
violence against women in 
e l e c t i o n s  i n  L i b e r i a .  
Stakeholders from the Ministry 
of Gender, Children and Social 
Protection (MGCSP), Civil 

Society Organizations, the 
National Elections Commission 
(NEC), Peace Building Fund, 
the Irish Embassy and the UN 
Sy s tem among  o the r s ,  
attended the launch event.

Women’s participation in 
po l i t i c s  and  e l e c to r a l  
processes in Liberia is 
essential to ensuring that all 
voices are heard and that all 
Liberians are represented in 
governance structures.

Launching the project, 
D e p u t y  F i n a n c e  a n d  
D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n n i n g  
Minister, Hon. Tanneh Brunson, 
said the initiative is critical to 
t h e  m a n d a t e  o f  t h e  
government of Liberia to 
support the operationalization 
of the UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325 on women, 
peace and security second 
action plan that prioritizes 
women in politics.

“Liberia will be going to 
elections in 2023 where 15 
Senate and 73 House of 
Representatives’ seats will be 
up for the race. Out of the 73 
seats, only nine women 

Deputy Finance and Development Minister Tanneh Deputy Finance and Development Minister Tanneh Deputy Finance and Development Minister Tanneh 
Brunson and UN Resident Coordinator Niels ScottBrunson and UN Resident Coordinator Niels ScottBrunson and UN Resident Coordinator Niels Scott
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Le modèle actuel de l’accord sur le développement minier (MDA) a 
été formulé dans le temps par le gouvernement sortant d’une crise 
civile avec une équipe d’experts locaux conseillés par une équipe 
d’experts internationaux ayant une compréhension variée des 
besoins immédiats, à moyen et à long terme de notre pays, et dans 
certains cas, avec des intérêts et des loyautés variés.

Le MDA de Mittal Steel de 2005 a été réalisé sous le gouvernement de 
transition. Un an plus tard, le premier amendement a été conclu en 
décembre 2006 et ratifié en 2007. Le gouvernement Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf s’est vanté de quelques réalisations majeures, y compris ce 
qu’il pensait être la récupération du chemin de fer Yekepa-
Buchanan et du port de Buchanan de Mittal Acier. La clause se lit à 
peu près comme suit : « … pour éviter tout doute, l’infrastructure 
ferroviaire et portuaire ne sera pas la propriété du concessionnaire 
et restera la propriété du gouvernement du Libéria .. » Il a été 
découvert plus tard que cette clause était «  brise » comme on dit ; 
parce qu’il y avait d’autres clauses d’exclusion constructives qui 
donnaient à Mittal Steel / ArcelorMittal (AML) le contrôle total sur le 
rail et sur environ 2 000 acres de terres portuaires à Buchanan. Le 
régulateur statutaire des ports, NPA, est devenu un bouledogue 
édenté à Buchanan, mais pas au Freeport de Monrovia.

Le gouvernement a en fait subventionné AML de plus de 100 millions 
de dollars en accordant à la société l’utilisation gratuite des terres 
portuaires, alors que d’autres sociétés minières comme China Union 
et Western Cluster devaient payer des millions par an pour moins de 
100 acres de terres portuaires. (Les terrains portuaires coûtent 0,46 
USD par pied carré ou 20 037,60 USD par acre). Cependant, AML a 
toujours été « spécial », puisque le Le gouvernement du Libéria est 
un partenaire financier et siège à son conseil d’administration.

Le projet d’amendement de 2021 est la troisième tentative de FIXER 
l’amendement AML. Le second était un amendement 
principalement un amendement des termes fiscaux. En 2013, lors du 
2e amendement, la NPA et leparlement ont tenté de modifier les 
clauses d’infrastructure pour donner la propriété réelle ou un 
meilleur contrôle du port de Buchanan, et de tous les autres ports 
d’ailleurs, à la NPA. AML a mené cette bataille, a vaincu le 
gouvernement du Libéria et a gagné. AML a toujours maintenu le 
contrôle total de la plupart des terrains portuaires de Buchanan sans 
payer un centime au gouvernement.

Il existe de nombreux rapports sur les avantages économiques et 
sociaux des sociétés minières comme AML, mais nous n’avons 
rencontré aucun rapport de ce type commandé par le LE 
GOUVERNEMENT DU LIBÉRIA et préparé par une équipe d’experts 
libériens. Sans discréditer les évaluations réalisées par des groupes 
internationaux, dont certains sont impartiaux et hautement 
professionnels, nous pensons qu’une étude commandée par le 
gouvernement et entreprise par une équipe d’experts libériens 
permettrait de mieux comprendre le niveau d’efficacité et de 
faisabilité du modèle actuel de MDA que le Libéria utilise. Les 
experts libériens qui ont participé à la négociation ou à la 
réglementation des MDA existants doivent être disponibles et 
disposés à aider à cet égard. Et de telles études pourraient être 
mises en œuvre soit par le Bureau National des Concessions (NBC), le 
Ministère des Mines et de l’Energie (MME), la Commission Nationale 
des Investissements (NIC), soit sous l’égide de la Commission 
Interministérielle des Concessions, (IMCC) .

Certains experts en développement minier ont suggéré qu’une telle 
étude n’a peut-être pas été menée, parce que « le gouvernement 
manque de fonds » pour faire ce qui est nécessaire pour améliorer sa 
capacité à réglementer efficacement le secteur minier. D’autres 
soutiennent que des fonds devraient être disponibles pour de telles 
études de développement des capacités parce que l’administration 
Charles Taylor a résolu ce problème en créant le Fonds de 
développement minéral, qui est financé depuis 2000 par des 
paiements initiaux et des redevances sur la production par les 
sociétés minières depuis 2000.

Si ces arguments sont vrais, alors peut-être est-il nécessaire de 
procéder à un audit du Fonds de développement minier. La question 

Éditorial
' a n c i e n  v i c e -

Lprésident Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai n’a 

pas fait que retirer le Parti de 
l'unité de la Collaboration 
des Partis Politiques (CPP), la 
principale coalition de 
l’opposition, il redoute sa 
défaite face à M. Alexander 
B. Cummings lors de la 
primaire démocratique de la 
CPP, estime l'Alternative 

ANC Leader Mr. CummingsANC Leader Mr. CummingsANC Leader Mr. Cummings UP Leader Mr. BoakaiUP Leader Mr. BoakaiUP Leader Mr. Boakai

National Congress (ANC).
Annonçant son retrait de la 

CPP le mercredi 16 février 22 à 
Monrov ia ,  l ' anc ien  v i ce -
président Boakai, qui assurait la 
présidence tournante de la 
coalition, a dit que chacun des 
quatre partis membres de la 
coalition va désormais suivre son 
propre chemin aux élections de 
2023.

Le retrait du Parti de l’Unité 

constitue clairement la chute 
de  l a  p la te fo rme des  
principaux partis politiques 
de l’opposition dont l’objectif 
étaitde battre la Coalition 
p o u r  l e  C h a n g e m e n t  
Démocratique actuellement 
au pouvoir aux prochaines 
élections.

Mais dans un communiqué 
publié jeudi à Monrovia, l'ANC 
s’est posé la question de 

'ancien sénateur du 

Lcomté du Maryland, 
John Ballout, est 

ouvertement en désaccord 
avec son chef politique, 
l'ancien vice-président Joseph 
N. Boikai, pour avoir retiré le 
Part i  de  l ' un i té  de  la  
Collaboration des Partis 
Politiques (CPP), la principale 
plateforme de l’opposition, 
décrivant la décision comme 
une erreur émotionnelle. 

Selon lui, toutes les 
a r g u m e n t a t i o n s  o u  
justifications présentées par le 
président de la CPP et porte-
drapeau de l'UP contredisent 
clairement les efforts qui ont 
été faits pour unir la CPP, 
ajoutant que Boakia n'a fait 
qu’identifier des problèmes au 
sein de la CPP, mais n'a pas 
fourni de solutions.

« Contrairement à toutes 
les argumentations que nous 
avons proposées à la CPP 
comme voie à suivre, cela me 
surprend de voir le retrait 
brutal du Parti de l'unité. 
Cependant,  pour  cette  
décision prise par notre chef 
politique ici aujourd'hui, je 
suis totalement en désaccord 
avec lui », a déclaré l'ancien 
sénateur de l'UP le 17 février 
2022 immédiatement après 
que l'ancien vice-président a 
fait la déclaration au siège de 
l'UP à Monrovia.

Ballout : «J'ai écouté M. Boakai 
s'exprimer sur les problèmes de la 
CPP. Il n'a mentionné la moindre 
tentative de sa part de concilier le 
différend au sein de la CPP et n'a 
pas non plus essayé de fournir la 
solution. Par conséquent, je pense 
que la décision de Boikai est un pas 
dans la mauvaise direction.

Il a souligné la nécessité de 
veiller à ce que la CPP reste unie et 
continue de lutter

pour la libération des Libériens 
ord ina i res ,  qu i  vo ient  la  

Collaboration comme la 
meilleure alternative.

L'ancien sénateur pense 
qu’il est indispensable que la 
CPP reste unie pour résoudre 
ses conflits de manière polie, 
car cela permettra d’aller aux 
élections de 2023 avec un front 
uni.

M .  B a l l o u t ,  q u i  f u t  
égalementambassadeur du 
Libéria au Qatar, estime que 
des millions de jeunes de la 
CPP sont fatigués de voir leur 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Il est temps d’adopter une nouvelle 
stratégie de développement minier au LIBÉRIA

2022                              

Boakai a fuit 
Cummings, estime L'ANC

Pour Ballout, le retrait de l’UP de 
la CPP est une erreur émotionnelle
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FrançaisFrançaisFrançais
question de droits ou d'ambitions 
personnelles. M. Boakai et son 
Parti de l'unité ne peuvent pas 
dire la même chose, ni affirmer 
aux Libériens qu'ils se sont 
c o n d u i t s  d ' u n e  m a n i è r e  
honorable au sein de la CPP pour 
tenir leur promesse », a écrit le 
parti.

La déclaration maintient que 
seuls l'ANC et son porte-drapeau 
o n t  c o n s t a m m e n t  e t  
publiquement déclaré que si M. 
Boakai remportait la primaire 
démocratique de la CPP, ils le 
soutiendraient. Mais Boakai et 
l'UP n'ont jamais dit cela ni en 
public ni en privé. « Nous ne 
sommes pas surpris que sentant 
la défaite, l 'ancien vice-
président se soit enfui pour 
former une nouvelle coalition, 
q u i  n e  c o n t e s t e r a  p a s  
démocratiquement son faux 
sentiment de droit à la 
présidence ».

Pour l’ANC, le Libéria 
continue de souffrir du refus de 
ses dirigeants politiques de tenir 
leurs promesses. Ce qui est 
regrettable.

«  Beaucoup  s on t  no s  
dirigeants politiques qui n'ont 
pas le courage de prendre des 
décisions difficiles. Beaucoup 
sont ceux qui font des promesses 
qu'ils n'ont pas l'intention de 
tenir. Les promesses non tenues, 
comme c’est le cas aujourd’hui, 
témoignent de leur incapacité 
de diriger convenablement, du 
fa it  qu’ i l s  sont indécis,  
malhonnêtes et indignes de 
confiance », a dit le parti.

Pendant ce temps, l'ANC a 
souhaité bonne chance au Parti 
de l'unité et à l’ALP Parti dans 
leurs projets futurs.

savoir si M. Boakai ne peut 
pas diriger avec succès une 
simple coalition politique, 
c o m m e n t  p o u r r a - t - i l  
conduire le Libéria à l'unité 
et à la réconciliation.

L ’ A N C ,  d a n s  s a  
déclaration, a dit que la CPP, 
depuis sa formation, a eu à 
faire face à un tas de 
problèmes qui ont exigé des 
dirigeants de faire preuve de 
leadership astucieux. C’est le 
cas par exemple de M. 
Cummings, qui, quand il 
assurait  la présidence 
tournante de la coalition et la 
CPP était confrontée au 
problème de la primaire de 
Nimba qui menaçait son 
existence, a pris la décision 
de  sauver  la  CPP au  
détriment de ses intérêts 
personnels et de son parti.

« Une décision similaire », 
a-t-il dit, « a été prise lors des 
élections partielles de Cape 
Mount en 2019 lorsque les 
autres partis ont empêché 
l 'ANC de présenter un 
candidat ».

« Depuis la formation de la 
CPP, l'ANC et M. Cummings 
ont été la cible d’insultes, de 
c a l o m n i é s  e t  m ê m e  
récemment, ils sont victimes 
d’un complot qui a abouti à 
un faux procès. Pourtant, 
l'ANC continue de rester 
attaché à la CPP parce qu’il 
estime que la CPP répond aux 
asp i rat ions  du peuple  
libérien et il faut que nous 
tenions nos promesses envers 
lui. Nous avions promis de ne 
pas faire de la CPP une 

Commentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022. www.project-syndicate.org 

ENÈVE – En 2022, la pandémie de COVID-

G19 et les multiples crises engendrées 
par le virus pourraient enfin 

commencer à reculer. Pour autant, même dans 
un scénario idéal, un tsunami de nouveaux 
défis nous attend – de l’échec de l’action 
climatique jusqu’à l’érosion de la cohésion 
sociale. Si nous entendons surmonter ces 
défis, les dirigeants vont devoir adopter un 
modèle de gouvernance différent.

Lorsque nos institutions sont correctement 
gouvernées, nous y prêtons peu attention. 
Elles ne sont alors que l’infrastructure 
invisible qui sous-tend l’économie et 
quasiment tous les aspects de l’ordre social. 
C’est cette gouvernance qui, au cours de la 
seconde moitié du XXe siècle, a « suffi » à 
permettre la croissance des revenus et la paix 
sociale.

Aujourd’hui, en revanche, beaucoup ont 
perdu confiance en leurs dirigeants. 
Confrontés à des risques croissants, ainsi qu’à 
notre incapacité collective à les appréhender, 
nous commençons à rechercher des 
coupables. Certaines pointent du doigt 
l’incompétence des responsables politiques, 
d’autres critiquent les PDG devenus « hommes 
de Davos », tandis qu’une minorité désespérée 
et de plus en plus nombreuse pense déceler un 
complot des élites derrière les malheurs 
actuels.

La réalité est plus compliquée. Au cœur de 
notre échec de prévision et de gestion des 
risques mondiaux – non seulement 
changement climatique et creusement des 
div is ions sociales,  mais  également 
réapparition de maladies infectieuses, crises 
de la dette, ou encore inadéquation des 
réglementations technologiques – réside un 
problème non résolu : un problème de 
gouvernance mondiale. Nos institutions et 
ceux qui les dirigent ne sont en effet plus 
adaptés aux défis.

Nous avons tendance à considérer l’histoire 
comme une série de bouleversements. En 
réalité, la dégradation de la gouvernance 
mondiale correspond essentiellement à une 
érosion progressive.

Durant la période de gouvernance 1.0, 
immédiatement après la Seconde Guerre 
mondiale, la gouvernance publique comme 
privée était caractérisée par le pouvoir « d’un 
seul homme » : le « chef d’État fort », qu’il soit 
élu ou non, et le « patron ». Ce type de 
leadership fonctionnait correctement au sein 
d’une société dans laquelle le coût de 
l’information était élevé, où le pouvoir et la 
direction hiérarchique remplissaient leur 
fonction sans incident, et où les progrès 
technologiques et économiques bénéficiaient 
quasiment à tous.

Le modèle de gouvernance 2.0, apparu à la fin 
des années 1960, a affirmé la primauté de la 
richesse matérielle, et coïncidé avec 
l’avènement de ce que l’économiste Milton 
Friedman appelait le « capitalisme des 
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actionnaires » et la financiarisation mondiale 
progressive. La nouvelle classe au pouvoir, 
redevable uniquement devant les actionnaires, a 
régné en maître et atteint une portée mondiale. 
Et bien que la crise financière mondiale de 2008 
ait porté un coup violent à la gouvernance 2.0, la 
vision étroite de ce modèle a continué de 
prévaloir jusqu’à l’apparition de la pandémie de 
COVID-19.

Le choc social et économique brutal infligé par le 
COVID-19 a donné naissance à la gouvernance 3.0. 
C’est aujourd’hui la gestion de crise qui domine le 
processus décisionnel, les dirigeants se 
concentrant sur la réflexion opérationnelle, et 
semblant relativement peu préoccupés par les 
possibles conséquences involontaires. Et c’est 
cette approche d’essai-erreur de court terme qui 
conduit à une gestion désordonnée de la 
pandémie et de ses retombées socioéconomiques.

Lorsque la pandémie s’achèvera, nous aurons 
besoin d’un nouveau modèle de gouvernance. Une 
gouve rnance  4 . 0  d i f f é re ra i t  de  se s  
prédécesseuses à plusieurs égards fondamentaux. 
Premièrement, elle remplacerait l’actuelle 
gestion de crise à court terme par un 
raisonnement stratégique à long terme. L’accent 
placé sur les problèmes actuels tels que la 
pandémie, les crises socioéconomiques et la santé 
mentale des citoyens doit être complété par une 
action de lutte contre le changement climatique, 
d’inversion de la disparition de biodiversité et des 
dégâts environnementaux causés par l’activité 
humaine, ainsi que d’appréhension des défis 
sociaux connexes tels que les migrations 
involontaires.

Deuxièmement, la gouvernance 4.0 doit prendre 
la place de la vision limitée et de l’approche du 
sommet à la base qui ont prévalu dans le passé. 
Nous vivons dans un monde hautement complexe 
et interconnecté, pas dans un monde linéaire qui 
ne présenterait que quelques discontinuités. Cela 
signifie également que les rôles et responsabilités 
de chaque acteur de la société doivent changer. 
L’activité économique ne peut plus ignorer son 
impact social et environnemental, de même que 
l’État ne peut plus se comporter comme si lui seul 
détenait toutes les réponses.

Troisièmement, l’accent actuellement placé sur 
une conception étroite de l’économie et sur des 
intérêts financiers de court terme doit cesser. La 
primauté de la société et de la nature doit 
désormais s’inscrire au cœur de tout système 
nouveau de gouvernance – pour les entreprises 
comme pour les États. La finance et l’activité 
économique revêtent une importance vitale. Pour 
autant, elles doivent servir la société ainsi que la 
nature, et non l’inverse.

La monde a changé ; la gouvernance publique et 
privée doit évoluer avec lui. Aujourd’hui, 
plusieurs changements structurels majeurs, tels 
que la quatrième révolution industrielle et le 
changement climatique, bouleversent chaque 
secteur et chaque centre de pouvoir. Les 
technologies telles que la blockchain remplacent 
les organisations centralisées et hiérarchisées par 
des entités décentralisées et autonomes.

Envisager la gouvernance 4.0

Par Klaus Schwab

souhaitent voir pour le pays et 
pour eux-mêmes.

La CPP avait été créé après les 
élections présidentielles et 
générales de 2017 remportées par 
le président Weah. Elle était 
composée des principaux partis 
politiques de l’opposition.
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Boakai a fuit 

vie rétrograder, alors ils 
attendent avec impatience la 
CPP pour un avenir plein 
d'espoir.

Il a réitéré que la décision 
prise de son porte-drapeau de 
retirer l'UP de la CPP n’est pas 
promettante et ne se projette 
pas dans l'avenir que les jeunes 

Pour Ballout, le retrait 

est de savoir ce que sontadvenusles fonds alloués par la loi au Fonds 
de développement minier et qui contrôle ces fonds.

Cependant, plus important encore, le Libéria doit maintenant revoir 
son modèle d’accord de développement minier et déterminer s’il est 
toujours applicable ou non aux circonstances actuelles et aux besoins 
de l’État. Les modèles d’infrastructures détenues par des 
concessionnaires versus appartenant à l’État doivent être étudiés 
pour leurs valeurs respectives aujourd’hui. Il faut se demander 
pourquoi l’extension du corridor ferroviaire Buchanan-Guinée ne peut 
pas être mise en œuvre par le gouvernement, alors qu’il y a plusieurs 
utilisateurs dont, à coup sûr, AML, Cavalla, Solway, Zali, HPX, et peut-
être un jour SIMANDOU ? Pourquoi permettre à AML d’investir à coût 
élevé alors que le Le gouvernement du Libéria pourrait attirer des 
financements à faible coût pour développer l’infrastructure. AML ne 
peut justifier sa prétention au contrôle exclusif que si AML investit ; 
mais que se passerait-il si c’était le gouvernement qui investissait.

Il est temps d’adopter une nouvelle 
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The regional average of 
women in parliament in sub-
Saharan Africa is 25 percent, 
but women currently occupy 
just 11 of the 103 seats in the 
Liberian Legislature (less 
than 11 percent). At the same 
time, only 5 percent of local 
government officials are 

women.
Women Political Participation 

and Leadership Specialist, 
NyashaChidau said that the 
p r o j e c t  w o u l d  e n f o r c e  
coordination, peace building, 
governance and elections 
processes among stakeholders 
with emphasis on greater 
participation of women and a 

focus on the prevention of and 
response to violence against 
women in elections and 
politics.

By building on existing 
programmes and partnerships, 
the project will create 
s y n e r g i e s  w i t h  o t h e r  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p a r t n e r s  
working in the same areas.

UNDP, UN Women, Launch 

T
h e  E l e c t i o n  
C o o r d i n a t i n g  
Committee with 

support from the embassy of 
Ireland in Monrovia on 
Thursday ended a one day 
‘ECC Advocacy Engagement 
with Political Parties’ with 
respect to women political 
pa r t i c ipa t ion  and  the  
amendment of section 4.5 of 
the new election law.

The discussion was held 
under theme: “Promoting 
Inclusive and Peaceful 
Democratic Processes in 
Liberia”.  

Section 4.5 (b) of the New 
Election Law printed on 15 
December 2014, states that a 
political party or coalition in 

i t s  submiss ion  to  the  
commission of its list of 
candidates for an election 
should endeavor to ensure 
that the governing body and 
its list of candidates has no 
less than 30 percent of its 
members from each gender.

Further, section (4.5) 
states that a list of candidates 
submitted to the commission 
for an election should 
endeavor to have no less than 
30 percent of the candidate 
on the list from each gender.

Making presentation at the 
gathering, the Executive 
Director of the Institute for 
Research and Democratic 
Development and Election 
Coordinating Committee 
Steering Committee Member 
Mathias Yeanay said ECC has 
been working with UN Women 
and Irish Aid to amend section 

4.5 of the new election law.
When amended, the IREDD 

Executive Director said instead 
of asking political parties to 
endeavor for 30 percent 
members from each gender the 
amended version of the law will 
mandate political parties to 
reach said benchmark.

“Let me just inform you that 
w e  f r o m  t h e  E l e c t i o n s  
Coordinating Committee have 
other partners including UN 
Women and Irish Aid and we have 
b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  
legislature to see how we can 
amend that portion of the 
election law”. He said.

 “The language that says 
endeavor to ensure, we think it is 
not mandatory, it is not strong 

and we think it is not just the 
view of the ECC, it is the view of 
all of us around the country. It is 
something that was generated 
from stakeholders from around 
Liberia and even political parties 
thought that we need to 
strengthen that particular 
portion of the elections law.” 
Yeaney said.

According to him this will 
provide the women of Liberia an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e q u a l l y  
participate into electoral 
processes of the country.  

“So it is not a bill that support 
only women, it is a bill that 
clearly shows a kind of gender 
balance. For example if I am 
from ‘Party A’ and submitting a 
list of candidates to the elections 
commission, that list should have 
two genders. Either you have a 
70 percent male and 30 percent 
female or the other way around 

which we want to make 
mandatory.”

The IREDD Executive 
Director noted that when the 
law is amended and fully 
followed it will create a 
balance and a platform for 
each gender to participate.

Mr. Yeaney mentioned that 
doing so will promote women  
political participation.

 “There were also issues on 
how we even appoint women 
in leadership position and the 
role of women in politics but 
at least we have progressed 
and we think that creating 
that space is more important 
so that we have a clear law 
that shows that Liberia 
supports women political 
participation and that women 
are not just looked at as 
second gender.” Yeaney 
noted.

He furthered that there is a 
draft consolidated legal 
framework that has been 
submitted at the legislature 
aimed at amending certain 
potion of the new election law 
sponsored by Montserrado 
C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  # 1 1  
Representative Richard Nagbe 
Koon.

S ix  pol i t ica l  part ies  
including former ruling Unity 
Party, National Patriotic Party, 
Un i ted  Peop le s  Pa r t y,  
A l t e r n a t i v e  N a t i o n a l  
Congress, People Liberation 
Party and the Liberian 
Transformation Party were 
the political institutions in 
attendance.

The political parties 
committed themselves to 
fully supporting the passage 
of the amendment and 
forceful implementation and 
adherence to that particular 
section of the new election 
law.

They mention progress 
been made by their various 
political parties to encourage 
more women participation 
and assured the Election 
Coordinating Committee that 
whatever the law says will be 
followed by their various 
parties.

According to them women 
can make better decisions in 
every sector as such they too 
should be given specific 
recognition and the chance to 
demonstrate that at the 
national level.

ECC Discusses Legal Framework for Increasing 
Women’s Political Participation with Political Parties  

h e  E C O W A S  

TCommission in the 
framework of the 

ECOWAS Peace and Security 
Architecture and Operations 
(EPSAO) Project, says it has 
planned to hold its West Africa 
Peace and Security Innovation 
(WAPSI) Forum from the 9th-
10th March 2022, virtually.  

The forum will be co-
funded by the European Union 
and the German Federal 
M i n i s t r y  f o r  E conom ic  
Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ) and implemented with 
the support of the Deutsche 
Gesellschaftfür Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ GmbH), 

The WAPSI forum is a 
platform designed by the 
ECOWAS Commiss ion to 
f u r t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  
engagement, facilitate cutting 
edge research and foster the 
dissemination, knowledge 
sharing on best practices and 
innovative solutions to the 
emerging challenges to human 
security in the ECOWAS region. 

The Covid 19 pandemic had 
a significant socio-economic 
effect and impacted greatly on 
governance, peace, and 
security in the ECOWAS region 
beyond the loss of human 
lives. While the immediate 
health problems associated 
with the COVID-19 pandemic 
are being researched and 
discussed widely, the overall 
impact of the virus on human 
security in West Africa has not 
been systematically and 
comprehensively researched 
and explored. 

It is against this background 
that ECOWAS commission is 
dedicating this first WAPSI 
Forum to discuss the broad 
range of complex and multi-
d imens iona l  cha l lenges  
induced by the virus in the 
ECOWAS region. 

Pandemics like COVID-19 and 
Ebola may recur in the future, it 
is therefore important to assess 
the response mechanisms 
including the tech-based 
re sponse s  emp loyed  by  
c i t i z e n s ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  
organisations (CSOs), ECOWAS 
member states, ECOWAS 
Commission, and the AU to 
mitigate the impact of the 
pandemic to inform future 
interventions. Particularly, for 
ECOWAS, the devastating 
reg iona l  impact  of  the  
p a n d e m i c  c a l l s  f o r  a n  
interrogation of its institutional 
capacity to respond to the 
emerging threats to human 
secur i ty,  especia l ly  the 
implementation of the ECOWAS 
Conflict Prevention Framework 
( ECPF )  a s  we l l  a s  the  
opportunities that exist to 
address its  institutional 
weakness.  

The upcoming WAPSI Forum 
will interrogate the findings of 
the research report compiled by 
the West Africa Network for 
Peace building (WANEP). These 
s e s s i o n s  s h a l l  e x p l o r e  
approaches, and lessons 
learned from managing regional 
peace and security matters 
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Forum will also provide an 
opportunity to conduct a 
critical analysis of the current 
political dynamics especially on 
the resurgence of coups d’État 
in some Member States in the 
regions against the background 
of the pandemic and proffer 
recommendations in support of 
ECOWAS interventions. 

The WAPSI forum is designed 
to be annual event with over 
1000 participants meeting 
online, including high profile 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  f r o m  
governments, civil society, 
scholars, social entrepreneurs, 
and members of the private 
sector from the region. 

ECOWAS to host first West Africa 
Peace and Security Innovation Forum 
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T
he Armed Forces of 
Liberia (AFL) says a 
male candidate who 

was in the screening process 
of the AFL’s 2022 Recruitment 

Drive has died. 
A release issued by the 

Ministry of Defense last week 
said the incident occurred 
during screening process for 
the Western Region (Grand 
Cape Mount, Gbarpolu, and 
Bomi Counties) conducted in 
Tubmanburg, Bomi County. 

“The unfortunate incident 
occurred on Wednesday, 
February 16, 2022, during the 
Initial Physical Fitness Test 

(IPFT) exercises,” the Defense 
Ministry said.  

The unnamed deceased 
collapsed during the 1.5-mile 
run and was given first aid care 

by members of the AFL Medical 
Team ass igned with  the 
Recruitment Team and was 
rushed to the Bomi Government 
Hospital, the release added.

He was pronounced dead 
after many attempts to revive 
him by medical staff at the Bomi 
Government Hospital failed. The 
family/next of kin of the 
deceased was immediately 
contacted, the authorities have 
said.

The Ministry of National 
Defense and the Armed Forces 
of Liberia said they regret this 
sad incident and wish to 
encourage the family that 

their son lost his life for a 
noble cause.

“He was a patriot who 
volunteered to join the AFL in 
service to his country, Liberia. 
The Honorable Minister of 
Defense, and the Chief of 
Staff of the Armed Forces of 
Liberia extend to the family of 
the deceased their deepest 
sympathy in this great loss,” 
the release said.

2022                              

AFL Candidate dies 

(convenient payments from 
anywhere at any time), adding 
“We are looking forward to 
working with our partner in 
modernizing tax payment 
through the eWallie App.”

eWallie is Liberia’s first 100% 
native e-payment + e-commerce 

platform dedicated toward 
making 

payments easy for people 
of all walks of life. The 
application is suitable and 
user-friendly for the well-off, 
the educated, semi-educated 
and uneducated people. 

The CEO of eWallie Inc. Mr. 
Abdullah L. Kamara said the 
Board of Directors of eWallie 
are excited and pleased with 
the decision of the Monrovia 
City Council, promising to be a 
strong and effective partner. 

According Mr. Kamara, the 
platform helps uplift and 
empower Liberian businesses, 
youths and schools. 

He added that the app also 
helps in proper financial 
managements such as micro 
savings and micro loans.
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serve as an enabler for 
improved accountability, 
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
productivity for municipal 
growth.” 

He said the service would 
afford residents of Monrovia 
t o  r e p o r t  r e a l - t i m e  

MCC unveils mobile 

Mayor KoijeeMayor KoijeeMayor Koijee

City Football Academy narrowly
 strike Ambassador FC 4-3 

C
i t y  F o o t b a l l  
Academy continue 
their winning spirit 

with a narrow 4-3 defeated 
against Ambassador FC over 
the weekend which pushed 
them in the second phase of 
the league, as Mabinty 
Camara and Jessica Lomax’s 
hat tricks were enough to 
give the City Girls all three 
points at Tusa Field in 
Gardnersv i l le ,  outs ide  
Monrovia. weekend. 

Maitta Morris scored twice 
and Decontee Jackson’s one 
goal was not enough to 
rescues the Ambassador Girls 
from their defeat.

Ambassador FC sits second 
place on the table with 27 
points from 12 games in the 

ongoing LFA/Orange women's 
league. 

Also at Tusa Field in 
Gardnersville Defending 
Champions Determined Girls 
FC beat Blanco  FC 7-2  to 
comfortably sit on  top of the 
table.

A hat trick from Bountou 
Sylla and Paulinho Agbotsu 
plus a goal from KanteSaydee 
were enough to secure all 
t h r ee  po i n t s  f o r  t he  
O r a n g e / L FA  N a t i o n a l  
Women's league Champions. 

Thanks to Blanco FC newly 
signed Striker, Catherine P. 
Johnson, who scored twice 
against Determined Girls FC 
but was not enough to save 
Blanco over the weekend 
from their heavy defeat. 

Determined Girls FC have 
played 12 games without a 
defeat since the start of this 
season. They have collected 

By: Naneka Hoffman 36 points from 12 games, while 
Blanco FC sits 7th place on the 
table with 10 points from 12 
matches. 

Somewhere else at the Doris 
William Stadium in Buchanan, 
Grand Bassa county DC Shooters 
defeated Earth Angels FC 2-1.

A brace goal from Christiane 
Kouadio put DC Shooters FC in 
the lead, as Leina Port scored a 
goal in the first half which 
ended the first 45 minutes at 2-
0 ahead of the Angels FC that 
proved enough to secure the 
win. 

As the Angles returned to the 
second half of the game, a 
pressure in the second half of 
the match gave chance to  
Angels’ newly signed Attacker, 
Melissa Gebah to score  a goal 
against Earth Angels’  Debut but 

it couldn't save the Angels from  
their defeat.

They now sit in 9th place on 
the table with 6 points from 12 
matches, while DC Shooters FC 
are at 8th place on the table 
with 8 points from 12 matches. 

A t  the  George  Weah  
Technical Center in Careysburg, 
Montserrado county World Girls 
FC dumped Shaitta Angels FC 3-
1.

World Girls FC are in 3rd 
place on the table with 24 
points from 12 matches, while 
Shiata Angels climb 10th place 
with 3 points from 12 games.

 Hippo FC flogged Socc 
Ambassador 2-1 at the Samuel 
Kanyon Practice Pitch in 
Paynesville. 

Hippo FC played 12 games 
with 14 points, hitting 6th place 
on the table, and Soccer 
Ambassador FC are in 5th place 
with 16 points from 12 matches.
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M
embers of the 
M o n r o v i a  C i t y  
Council (MCC) have 

unveiled a mobile App 
EWallie, as a new platform 
for the collection of tax 
payment across the country.

The city counci l  in 
Monrovia says the new mobile 
app is to ease up the tension 
on entities struggling to pay 
their taxes, and is also meant 
to enhance transparency and 
accountab i l i t y  i n  the  
collection of the city 

government revenues.
The Mayor of Monrovia 

Jefferson T. Koijee explained the 
new mobile app is a decision 
from members of the city council 
to enhance transparency in the 
collection of taxes, and EWallie 
is a Liberian- owned mobile 
money payment introduced by a 
Liberian entrepreneur.

He made the announcement 
during celebration of 43rd 
Monrovia Day held on theme: 
“Rekindling City Heritage for 
urban Resilience.” 

The event is observed 
February 16 each year by the 
Monrovia City Council,  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
a p p r op r i a t e  l a w s  a n d  
ordinances establishing the 
city. 

Since the end of the civil 
war, the city has relied heavily 
o n  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  
international 

development partners to 
sustain its operations. 

However, since the current 
council took office four years 
a g o ,  s u p p o r t  f r o m  
international partners have 
e r o d e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y,  
triggering the council to seek 
o u t  i n n o v a t i v e  a n d  
sustainable ways to enhance  
revenue collection while 
ensuring service delivery to 
residents. 

The council believes this 
will boost revenue collection 
and bring about transparency 
to revenue management. 

Mayor Koijee: “Moving 
towards full automation, we 
are poised to acquire a user-
friendly software that will 
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