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he head of the UN 

TAids agency, Winnie 
B y a n y i m a ,  h a s  

spoken for the first time 
about her experience of 
s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  
harassment."I was shocked, I 
was 18... This was an 
a t t e m p t e d  r a p e , "  M s  
Byanyima said.

She told the BBC's Desert 
Island Discs programme she 
had never shared the story 
but it was a "defining" one.

She said as a university 
student in Kampala in 1977, a 
lecturer went to her room 
and said if she became his 
girlfriend she would pass his 
exams.

Ms Byanyima recalled she 
was "a confident little girl".

"I said: 'I don't need any 
help' and I asked him to 
leave."She informed her 
parents, who thought she 
c o u l d  n o t  s p e n d  h e r  
university years being 
"blackmailed" and said she 
should leave.

At the time, Uganda was 
under the rule of dictator Idi 
Amin. A family friend was on 
good terms with some 
generals, so he offered to 
help with her travel papers. 
Arrangements were made for 
her to go with him to the 

ministry of education.But he 
never took her to the ministry of 
education as he had promised. 
Instead, he drove her to his 
apartment, pretending he had 
forgotten something.

"We got to his apartment, he 
put on some music on his player. 
The song was The First Cut Is The 
Deepest and he came to grab 
me," she recalled."I screamed, 
he was embarrassed, he 
stopped, put me in the car and 
dropped me back at the 
university and said I was stupid, I 
was childish. 'These things 
happen'. He called it: 'Things 
happen'."I was shocked, I was 18. 

me sexually several times. It 
was too shameful," she 
said.She returned to Uganda 
and became an MP before 
spending several years at the 
African Union and the UN. In 
2013, Ms Byanyima became 
head of Oxfam International. 
At the time the charity was 
embroiled in a sexual 
misconduct scandal, which 
happened before her time at 
the helm of the organization.

"The one time I broke 
down during that crisis, was 
during a radio interview by a 
Canadian journalist, who 
attacked me very hard," Ms 
Byanyima said."I was trying 
not to be defensive, to say I 
understand the pain of 
sexual abuse.

She didn't tell him about 
her personal experience "but 
in my heart it was there", she 
said.

"After the interview I 
cried because, I know the 
pain, or I knew it, and it all 
came back. That is why I 
couldn't but apologise. I 

I had never had a relation with 
a boy. This was an attempted 
rape.

"At that time, there wasn't 
even a word called sexual 
harassment or abuse. There 
was rape, but you felt 
ashamed to admit," the 
UNAids chief recalled.

She managed to get to the 
UK but upon arrival, she could 
not tell immigration officers 
what had happened to her.

"I mentioned my cousin 
who'd been killed. I said I 
feared for my life. But I 
couldn't say there was an 
attempt to rape me or abuse 

illions of dollars of 

Mp u b l i c  f u n d s  
allegedly stolen by 

two of Kenya's richest men 
are being returned to the 
country to buy life-saving 
C o v i d - 1 9  e q u i p m e n t  
f o l l ow ing  a  l andmark  
agreement signed in London.

The deal with Jersey, a 
self-governing island in the 

English Channel, was hailed as "a 
victory for the people of Kenya" 
by its High Commissioner in the 
UK, Manoah Esipisu.

The entangled web of 
connections that eventually 
ended in this deal first emerged 
following a divorce case.

Back in  2006,  Samuel  
Gichuru, the wealthy boss of 
Kenya's power company, and his 

wife Salome Njeri were 
divorced.

When it came to splitting 
up their assets, Ms Njeri felt 
she was not getting her fair 
share.She alleged some of her 
husband's assets were being 
hidden from the proceedings 
and, in court, listed details of 
accounts she said belonged to 
Mr Gichuru in Jersey, which is 
o f ten  a s soc ia ted  w i th  
secretive offshore banking 
a n d  a  l o w - t a x  
environment.That sparked a 
nine-year investigation by the 
Jersey authorities across 12 
jurisdictions.As part of that 
investigation, in 2011, they 
accused Mr Gichuru and 
former Finance Minister Chris 
Okemo of taking kickbacks 
from multinationals which 
were sent to a Jersey-
registered company.

The Jersey authorities 
issued arrest warrants for 
both men and have been 
waiting for their extradition 
from Kenya ever since.BBC

Landmark deal for seized 
money to help fight Covid

Face masks no longer 
compulsory in Ghana

Ghana's Covid infection rate has been 
falling since December

G
hana has removed 
the mandatory 
requirement for 

face masks to be worn in 
public.

President Nana Akufo-
Addo  announced  the  
decision on Sunday, citing a 
sustained drop in Covid 
infections in Ghana and 
neighbouring countries.

The pres ident a lso 
scrapped the requirement 
for negative PCR tests for 
fully vaccinated travellers 
arriving in the country 
t h r o u g h  t h e  Ko t o k a  
International Airport in 

Accra from Monday.
However, he encouraged 

Ghanaians to continue observing 
enhanced  hand  hyg i ene  
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  a v o i d  
overcrowded places.

Ghana's daily infection rate 
has been falling steadily since 
December 2021.

The West African country has 
so far recorded 160,925 
confirmed Covid cases.

Ghana joins dozens of African 
countries that have eased most 
Covid containment measures 
despite the World Health 
Organization warning last week 
that the restrictions were being 

couldn't defend staff, I defended 
the one who was abused."Ms 
Byanyima also spoke of her 
childhood under Amin "seeing 
death, seeing violence".

"At school, when families 
would come to pull a girl out of 
class and take her away and then 
she'd come back after a week with 
her head shaved and in mourning.

"Then we would know that her 
father has been killed or 
disappeared and we couldn't talk 
a b o u t  i t , "  M s  B y a n y i m a  
said."People would bury their 
dead at night because you have to 
pretend nobody has died. 
Because, if you do speak about it 
or show it, then they would come 
for you too," she added.

As an engineering student in 
Manchester in the late 1970s, Ms 
Byanyima campaigned against 
Amin and later went on to join a 
rebel group."Being part of 
movements helped me channel 
my anger and to feel that I am 
with others, I think that saved 
me, "  she  added.She  was  
appointed the head of UNAids in 
2019.BBC

UN Aids head tells of 
sexual assault ordeal

Winnie Byanyima said she was too ashamed to tell British
 immigration officials about her assault when she went to the UK

Samuel Gichuru (L) and Chris Okemo (R) pictured in 
court in 2016 at a hearing on their extradition case
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BARELY THREE DAYS after the lifeless body of 25- year-old 
Princess Cooper was discovered in a pool of blood in the 
compound of Fawar Construction Material Store at ELWA 
Junction in Paynesville, the Liberia National Police has 
ruled out foul play much to the consternation of the 
public.  

POLICE SPOKESMAN MOSES Carter says initial examination 
conducted on the corpse of the late Princess Cooper 
inside the mortuary of the John F. Kennedy Hospital in 
Monrovia indicate no laceration or bruises, yet he 
discloses that several persons, including employees and 
security officers at the facility where the remains of the 
girl were discovered, are being interrogated at the 
Headquarters of the Liberia National Police.

WE THINK POLICE investigators are being hasty in 
releasing a definitive statement, while interrogations are 
still ongoing. The Police should investigate thoroughly 
before completely ruling out foul play in the death of 
Princess.

IT WOULD BE better that the Police go to the bottom of 
the death rather than frowning at social media users for 
speculating. There are always speculations and there 
would always be speculations when such mysterious 
deaths occurred, as it had happened in the past.

BUT A THOROUGH and professional investigation will 
unravel the facts and disperse hearsays. It is possible that 
fresh clues could be discovered as investigation continues 
that may change earlier  narrative.

THE PUBLIC IS asking how come a 25-year-old woman 
would leave her Tweh Farm residence on Bushrod Island 
only to be discovered dead, lying in a pool of blood a 
public place such as the compound of the Fawar 
Construction Material Store at ELWA Junction in 
Paynesville? Who did she go to or interact with inside the 
compound before her sudden death? Was she a frequent 
visitor there prior to the incident?

THERE ARE MORE questions than answers. It is no enough 
for the Police to say no foul play. A death cannot be only 
determined by laceration or bruises which are physical 
evidence. There could be more to that they naked eyes 
can see.

WHEN INVESTIGATIONS ARE shadow, they create room for 
doubts and suspicions that need to be addressed hence, 
the Police as a professional institution is obliged to do a 
thorough job before coming to the public.

IT IS IN the interest of the State to do so in order to allay 
fear and sense of insecurity that keeps society restless. 
Liberians do not deserve a restless society. They want live 
in a peaceful and secured environment. 

A SAFE SOCIETY does not only guarantee peace and 
security, but promotes good business atmosphere that 
this country needs desperately.

2022                              

Police hasty conclusion
undermines justice

CommentaryCommentaryCommentary
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EW DELHI – The Apocalypse is now. That is 

Nthe glaring message of the perfect storm of 
COVID-19 and climate change that has now 

broken. The pandemic is unlikely to end for years, 
as the novel coronavirus mutates into increasingly 
transmissible, drug-resistant variants. And the 
climate catastrophe is no longer “impending” but 
playing out in real time.

The latest report by the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change – whose assessments predate 
the extreme climate events of the past year – tells 
us that some drastic adverse climatic changes are 
now irreversible. These will affect every region, as 
the recent heatwaves, wildfires, and floods 
demonstrate. They will also severely damage 
many natural species, and adversely affect the 
possibilities for and conditions of human life.

Keeping future global warming to a manageable 
level (even if above the 2015 Paris climate 
agreement goal of 1.5°C) will require a massive 
effort, involving sharp economic-policy reversals 
in every country. Major changes in the global legal 
and economic architecture will be essential.

For its part, the pandemic has devastated 
employment and livelihoods, pushing hundreds of 
millions of people, mostly in the developing world, 
into poverty and hunger. The International Labour 
Organization’s World Employment and Social 
Outlook Trends 2021 shows the extent of the 
damage in grinding detail. In 2020, the pandemic 
caused the loss of nearly 9% of total global working 
hours, equivalent to 255 million full-time jobs. 
This trend has continued in 2021, with working-
hour losses equivalent to 140 million full-time jobs 
in the first quarter and 127 million jobs in the 
second quarter.

On current trends, projected employment growth 
will be insufficient to make up for these losses. So, 
even in 2022, total employment will be lower than 
in 2019 by the equivalent of at least 23 million full-
time jobs. This is despite relatively strong job 
growth in the United States, meaning that labor-
market deterioration in other, mostly poorer, 
regions will be even sharper and more intense. 
Moreover, the “new” jobs associated with 
recovery from the pandemic will be predominantly 
low-paying and poor quality.

Meanwhile, economic inequality between and 
within countries has reached levels that were 
unimaginable in the already extremely unequal 
pre-pandemic world. While many people face 
substantial income losses, declining access to 
basic needs, acute deprivation, and hunger, a tiny 
minority of the extremely wealthy and a few large 
corporations have grabbed even more income and 
wealth, thereby multiplying their assets.

Today’s new forms of conspicuous consumption – 
such as the world’s richest man, Jeff Bezos, 
recently spending $5.5 billion for a four-minute 
ride around suborbital space – are literally out of 
this world. This amount could instead have funded 
the COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access (COVAX) 
facility to provide vaccines to two billion people in 
poor countries, who are currently unlikely to get 
them in the next two years.

This state of affairs obviously cannot continue for 
long without major social tensions and civil unrest. 
Indeed, the perfect storm we are beginning to 
experience will soon include much more social and 
political instability. Rather than spurring a 
progressive and transformative agenda, this could 
descend into ethnic, racial, and other forms of 
conflicts, violence, and chaos.

This nightmarish scenario can still be averted with 

substantially increased international cooperation 
on a few key issues. On climate, governments could 
collectively declare that they will cut carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse-gas emissions more 
sharply in order to reach net zero in a decade, 
rather than several decades. 

Rich countries with high legacy emissions should 
obviously make the deepest cuts and transfer green 
technologies to the developing world without 
conditions, enabling the latter also to decarbonize 
rapidly. Funds for climate adaptation are now 
essential, and proposed global public investment 
can enable swift action on this.

To control the still-raging pandemic, it is imperative 
to redistribute available vaccine doses 
immediately, and remove legal constraints on 
widening production through compulsory licenses. 
In addition, the pharmaceutical firms that 
benefited from large COVID-19 vaccine-
development subsidies must share their technology 
with other producers to increase supply, as the 
World Health Organization Council on the 
Economics of Health for All has recommended. 
Building resilient and decentralized manufacturing 
capacity, including in the public sector, will be vital 
in order to deal effectively with future pandemics 
and other health crises.

As for economic policy, global tax cooperation is a 
no-brainer. Simple rules that would make 
multinational companies pay the same rate of tax as 
purely domestic firms, and ensure that the 
revenues are shared fairly between countries, 
would reduce inequality and provide fiscally 
constrained developing economies with much-
needed resources.

Likewise, an international sovereign-debt 
resolution mechanism would reduce many 
developing countries’ fiscal burdens, freeing up 
space for urgent spending. Regulating highly mobile 
cross-border finance, reining in credit-rating 
agencies, and introducing conditions that make 
finance respond to social needs also will require 
international regulatory cooperation.

Unfortunately, the current state of global politics 
means this necessary and feasible agenda is unlikely 
to be realized. Leaders of major countries have so 
far displayed a pathetic lack of ambition. Instead, 
they have paid lip service to these existential 
challenges, while remaining subservient to private 
capital and vested interests, and all too willing to 
play to national and local galleries.

The attitude of G7 governments, which are more 
obsessed with China’s rise than with preserving our 
increasingly fragile world, has been especially 
depressing. Their COVID-19 vaccine nationalism is 
short-sighted and obscene, while their rigid 
attachment to intellectual-property rights allows 
private firms to restrict knowledge and production 
in order to maximize their profits. These stances 
have reduced trust and hampered international 
cooperation to tackle the pandemic.

Humanity still has a chance to step back from the 
brink. Will it do so, or will future species wonder 
why we chose to participate actively in our own 
destruction?

Jayati Ghosh, Executive Secretary of International 
Development Economics Associates, is Professor of 
Economics at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst and a member of the Independent 
Commission for the Reform of International 
Corporate Taxation.

 MARCH   29            TUESDAY      

Apocalypse or Cooperation?

By Jayati Ghosh
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AMBRIDGE – In his elegiac memoir The World of Yesterday, which he wrote while 

Cin exile from the Nazis, the Austrian writer Stefan Zweig observed that most 
people cannot comprehend the prospect of catastrophic changes in their 

situation. Things can get incrementally worse for a long time without prompting a 
reaction. Once catastrophe strikes, it is too late to act.

Dramatic changes are occurring in our times, too, and we must hope that it is not yet 
too late to address them. Unfortunately, sufficiently urgent, coordinated, and 
decisive action will likely be difficult to mobilize when most of us – like the proverbial 
slowly boiling frog – perceive change to be incremental. So, it is worth asking what we 
might be facing if the worst happens.

Climate change-induced weather events are one obvious type of catastrophe. These 
could render uninhabitable large, densely populated parts of the planet, and it might 
already be impossible to avert large-scale population movements stemming from 
them. Many climate victims might seem far away – tiny Tuvalu in the Pacific is 
frequently portrayed as one of the first likely casualties. But recent weather events 
point to areas closer to global centers of power – such as Florida, the cities of China’s 
Yellow River valley, Seattle, and New Delhi – either flooding or becoming too hot for 
humans.

Governments and international organizations should therefore start preparing for 
the prospect of millions of future climate refugees. According to the United Nations, 
there were 79.5 million displaced people globally at the end of 2019, the biggest 
number it had ever recorded, and more than at any time since the huge, forced 
migrations in the aftermath of World War II. Continued global warming means that 
number will likely increase.

Worse still, climate change, combined with biodiversity loss and soil degradation, 
threatens to cause a downward spiral in agricultural productivity. That would undo 
many of the gains of the Green Revolution that has enabled the Earth to sustain its 7.9 
billion people. 

As such, we need a new Green Revolution that goes beyond genetic modification of 
crops to encompass social and economic changes such as land reform, altered diets, 
and different business models. Failure to change current intensive, industrialized 
farming practices rapidly and at scale will result in crop failures and increasing 
hunger. For net food importers like the United Kingdom, the post-war plenty we have 
grown used to could become a thing of the past. But how are we to bring about the 
system change needed when, despite the pandemic, supermarket shelves are still 
full?

Another type of disaster related to ever greater human incursions on nature is the 
increasing frequency of zoonotic diseases that leap from animal hosts to humans. The 
extraordinary COVID-19 pandemic has driven this message home to the world – Ebola, 
SARS, and MERS were earlier warnings – and there are more such health crises to 
come. The period in history when infectious disease seemed to have been tamed is 
likely over. Similarly, the spread of anti-microbial resistance means some old 
infection battles have restarted. And if an even more virulent novel coronavirus 
emerges in the next few years, will we be prepared for another upheaval like the one 
we have all experienced over the past 18 months?

These kinds of events will put immense pressure on existing political systems, 
whether they be democracies or authoritarian regimes. Today, only a Panglossian 
observer would foresee an imminent return to the trend toward liberal democracy 
that characterized the latter part of the twentieth century. On the contrary, the need 
to deal with more emergencies could make the West more authoritarian. And the 
retreat from multilateralism to geopolitical clashes could accelerate, fueling a 
vicious cycle that makes it ever more difficult to tackle global problems.

Perhaps these gloomy thoughts are merely a sign that their author needs a summer 
holiday. But with Zweig’s warning in mind, it would do no harm to consider the what 
if. What if this is the time for large actions, not small ones? What would they be?

The UN Food Systems Summit in September and the UN climate conference (COP26) 
in Glasgow in November are obvious opportunities to move from incremental reform 
to significant progress. But averting all of these potential catastrophes requires 
system change; they are what are known as “wicked problems,” for obvious reasons. 
And it is difficult to get people to tackle them in concert, especially when most 
people currently perceive only a slow deterioration.

The challenge is really one of leadership: a small number of global political leaders 
could agree to address some of these wicked problems in the common interests of all. 
But at the same time, universities and research institutes need to dismantle the 
disciplinary silos and career structures that reward only narrowness and incremental 
discovery. Climate scientists need to integrate their work with that of political 
scientists, and epidemiologists should do the same with economists. Analyzing the 
risks of catastrophe creates the obligation to act now.

Diane Coyle, Professor of Public Policy at the University of Cambridge, is the author, 
most recently, of Markets, State, and People: Economics for Public Policy.

E
ducation is one of the most 
fundamental human rights, yet 
Liberia ranks first among post-war 

countries with the number of out-of-
school children at 21.36%. The 
successive crises of the intermittent 
civil war (1988-2003), the Ebola Crisis 
(2014-2015),  and the current 
coronavirus pandemic have created 
s i g n i f i c a n t  d e mog r a p h i c  a n d  
development challenges to girls’ 
education rights and gender equality.  
The government’s response was the 
development of the National Policy on 
Girls’ Education (NPGE) in 2006 (revised 
2013). The NPGE recognizes the gender 
disparities in the education sector and 
the need for the sector to prioritize 
gender mainstreaming and take 
affirmative action for girls’ education. 
T h e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  
administration of the NPGE will 
significantly reduce barriers to girls’ 
education in Liberia. However, 
fourteen years after its adoption by the 

Ministry of Education, it is yet to be effectively implemented. 
Three women-led, women rights organizations, Helping Our People Excel (HOPE), 
CAREFOUND Liberia, and the Paramount Young Women Initiative (PAYOWI), have 
formed a partnership for the Educate HER campaign. Under the auspices of this 
campaign, we have built a coalition of national-level organizations to advocate for 
the effective implementation of the policies that will advance Girl’s Education in 
Liberia. The Educate HER Coalition builds strategic partnerships with government 
line ministries, civil society organizations, donor’s women's rights groups, 
autonomous social movements, and media institutions for: 
• Research and policy review 
• Awareness and civic participation
• Capacity building (technical and logistical resources) of education 
stakeholders 
• Advocacy and policy engagement

Although the challenges identified were numerous, one of Educate HER’s key focuses 
is improving the availability of and access to information and disaggregated data on 
girls’ education, to influence decision-makers and duty-bearers, and inform 
policymaking and implementation, including school policies and gender-specific 
programming.  We've developed several tools to help policymakers and civil society 
organizations contribute to the effective implementation of the National Policy on 
Girls Education.
1. THE EDUCATE HER WEBSITE: www.educateherlib.com
The website serves as a platform for different types of information on girls’ 
education in Liberia. There, stakeholders will find quantitative data at the county 
level including the enrollment rate of girls, number of girls out of school, female 
teachers, attendance, retention, and completion. They will also be able to explore 
analysis and tracking of trends in the areas of adequate systems for evidence-based 
decision making, coordination and capacity building, and financial investments. 
2. Policy Briefs and Mapping Documents
These documents help civil society organizations advocate for adequate financial 
investments and key inputs for the effective implementation of the National Policy 
on Girls Education.  They can be found on the Educate HER website.
• EDUCATE HER: Increasing Financial Investment for Gender Equality and 
Equity in Education Budget Policy Brief: consist of policy analysis, power mapping and 
resource mapping. Reviews the budgetary mandates as per national and regional 
instruments signed by the Government of Liberia. and the current national budget 
and education sector budget to make recommendations. 

• National Budget Cycles & Decision-Making Processes for The National Policy 
on Girls’ Education:  consist of mapping of national budget decision-making forums, 
analysis of budget processes/cycles to help CSOs identify strategic points of entry for 
effective budget advocacy.

• Promoting Gender Equality and Equity in Education Taking Collective Action 
to Ensure Girls’ Attendance, Retention, and Completion (GARC) In Schools in Liberia 
Policy Brief: consist of a review of the GARC social research conducted by HOPE, 
power mapping, and a policy review to identify programming commitments as per 
national and regional instruments signed by the Government of Liberia to make 
recommendations. 

• Mapping of National Education Policy and Decision-Making Forums & 
Platforms: consists of an analysis of the national policy decision-making processes 
and cycles and mapping of national decision-making forums. 

Educate HER is a stand-alone, girls- and women-focused project focused on ensuring 
the effective implementation of the National Policy on Girls Education.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Apocalypse When?

By Diane Coyle Educate HER: Promoting Gender 
Equity and Equality in Education
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is meant to enhance online 
reporting of corruption cases in 
the country.

Cllr. Martin continues that the 
LACC is excited to have formed 
part of the ceremony in 
partnering with UNDP and civil 
society to ensure the launch of 
platform for online reporting of 
corruption issues.

He says the program is in line 
with LACC decentralization 
program that seeks to ensure the 
presence of the LACC is felt 
across the length and breadth of 
Liberia.

"Citizens’ involvement in the 
reporting of corruption is no 
exception", he adds and notes 
that the platform is a world-wide 
initiative that borders on LACC 
objectives.

He reveals that Liberia 
through the LACC has reached an 
agreement with the Network of 
Anti-corruption Institutions in 
West Africa that envision the 

With some difficulties faced by 
the  Sa rah  Lew i s  Jeppoe  
Foundation, it however began 
immediate action by distributing 
educational material to over 75 
students at the Ward Academy 
Elementary School in the Taylor 
Mayor Compound Community on 
January 21, 2021, and a 
commemoration of Easter where  
over 100 children were fed  in the 
New Kru Town Estate Community 
on April 4, 2021; as well as on July 
24, 2021, the foundation again 
distributed food items to less 
privileged children within three 
communities in the borough of 
New Kru Town.

She indicated that the 
foundation on November 13, 
2021, distributed educational 
materials for over 100 students, 
and on December 25, 2021, 
climaxed the year with a 
Christmas party for children at 
the headquarters of SALJEF in 
Tay l o r  Ma jo r  Compound ,  
Caldwell.Mrs. Collins called for 
academic assistance for the 
underprivileged by calling for 
more support for the Liberian 
Children, as the betterment of 

h e  e x e c u t i v e  

Tchairperson of the 
L i b e r i a  A n t i -

Corruption Commission or 
LACC, Cllr. Ewdin Kla Martin 
says  the  f ight  aga inst  
corruption in the country 
shouldn't rest squarely on the 
shoulders of government and 
international partners alone 
but should involve collective 
effort.

"Corruption is dangerous to 
the growth of any nation, and 
at such it requires a collective 
approach from every citizen; 
government and her partners 
alone can't fight corruption", 
he says.

Cllr. Martin spoke over the 
weekend when he formally 
launched a mobile web 
application in Oldest Congo 
Town with partners on behalf 
of Integrity Watch Liberia.

The mobile web application 

A
 l o c a l  g r o u p ,  
Citizens United to 
ensure Justice for 

the late Princess Cooper 
petit ions the National  
Legislature, demanding 
justice for the deceased.

Presenting the petition at 
the Capitol on Monday, March 
28, 2022, the group said they 
do not want the death of 
Princess to be treated like 
other Liberians who were 
myster ious ly  k i l led or  

gruesomely murdered in cold 
blood like Gifty Lamah, 
Albert Peters, Emmanuel 
Nyeswa, the three missing 
boys who were hired by St. 
Moses and the list goes on.

The petitioner notes that 
people have been killed and 
raped to death but up to 

date, perpetrators are yet to 
be brought to justice or 
made to pay for their crimes.

"How long will you sit 
supinely with folded arms 
and crossed legs doing 
anything? You were elected 
t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  
betterment of the lives of 
your respective constituents 
but you have not done 
enough to checkmate and 
guarantee the security and 
well-being of those who 
elected you at the helm of 
power", the petitioner notes.

Over the weekend, the 
spokesperson for the Liberia 
National Police Moses Carter 
disclosed that following an 
examination conducted on 
the lifeless body of Princess 
Cooper, Police established no 
foul play in the death of the 
young lady.

But the group says while 
the Police have responsibility 
to protect lives and properties 
of citizens, they believe that 
the Police are being very 
selective.

The petitioner therefore, 
ca l l s  on  the  Nat iona l  
Legislature to ensure that an 
independent investigation is 
conducted to ascertain 
circumstances that led to the 
death of Princess Cooper; that 
an independent autopsy be 
conducted on the remains of 
t h e  v i c t i m  w i t h  
representatives from the 
media, and that the National 
Legislature enact a law to 
en su re  tha t  a l l  l a r ge  
businesses and companies 
operating in Liberia install 
CCTV at all of their facilities.

On March 24, 2022 Princess 
Cooper was discovered dead 
in the fence hosting the Fawaz 
Construction Materials Store 
at ELWA Junction outside 
Monrovia.

The deceased, according 
to an eyewitness, was a 
caterer, makeup artist and 
resident of Tweh Farm 
Community on Bushrod Island 
in District#16, Montserrado 
County.

Receiving the petition, 
Montserrado county district# 
4 Representative Rustonlyn S. 
Dennis, assures the petitioner 
that the House will do its best 
to protect interest of 
Liberians and that justice will 
be served in the death of 
Princess Cooper. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

n an effort to promote 

Ia n d  h e l p  
u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  

children realize their God's 
given potential, a new non - 
governmental organization 
has been launched in 
Monrovia.

The Sarah Lewis Jeppoe 
Foundation was launched on 
Saturday, 26 March 2022 at 
the First Baptist Church, 110 
Karpeh Street, New Kru Town 
to empower less fortunate 
children and give them hope 
for the future. 

Giving an overview of the 
S a r a h  L e w i s  J e p p o e  
Foundation, Mrs. Philimena 
Jeppoe- Collins stated that 
the organization is a non-
profitable and charitable 
organizat ion that  was  
established on January 21, 
2021.

It seeks to continue the 
humanitarian legacy of the 
late Mother Sarah Lewis 

Jeppoe, who was a God - 
f e a r i n g ,  c a r i n g  a n d  
hardworking mother.

"She always wanted the 
best for the ordinary children 
regardless of where they 
came from. She stood for 
moral values, impartiality, 
integrity and love for [the] 

country,” Jeppoe- Collins. 
“Her dream was to develop 

the less privileged children, 
youth, disabled and old folks 
through education, welfare 
and assistance, a venture she 
had been undertaking prior to 
her demise," she added.

Madam Collins who is the 
CEO of the foundation added 
that the foundation’s primary 
f o c u s  i s  t o  h e l p  

underprivileged children to 
realize their God given 
potential that has been 
denied, while many of  them 
have been robbed off due to 
unforeseen circumstances 
such as poverty, drugs 
addiction, loss of parents at 
tender age, sexual violence 
and other vices.

At the same time, Mrs. 
Collins called on individuals of 
humanitarian services to 
support the efforts of SALJEF 
in putting a smile on the faces 
of the less-fortunate kids once 
again."We look forward to 
individuals of goodwill to assist 
us in meeting the dreams and 
aspirations of Mot. Sarah Lewis 
Jeppoe in whose honor and 
memory the foundation was 
e s tab l i shed ,  and  mos t  
especially (helping a child to 
smile again),” she continued.

Mr s .  Co l l i n s  f u r the r  
explained that since the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
foundation in 2021, the need 
to begin immediate work was 
a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  
doorsteps, as requests for 
assistance came pulling. 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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Citizens petition House 
over Princess’ death

By Bridgett Milton

New NGO seeks to promote 
children’s welfare 
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should involve all 

-LACC Chair Cllr. Martin
By Lewis S. Teh
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give a child a better prospect for 
the future.

She added that only the 
support of an individual can make 
others better. "Only you and I can 
make  th i s  be t te r.  Those  
organizations you see sending 
support to Africa started from 
somewhere, let us not sit and say 
we will see where it will go.”

She concluded by saying, "we 
need to wrap around each other to 
be successful, those in the streets 
are also our brothers and sisters, 
so we must give them the needed 
support that we all may be 
Successful. Let us gain strength, 
let us talk to people, let us 
mobilize and rally support for the 
Less-fortunate out there and 
change their lives."--Press 
release

traditional leaders to get 
involved”, he underscores.

Also making special remarks, 
Mr. Thabani Mabodoko, Deputy 
Representative of UNDP notes 
that the establishment of an 
online electronic platform that 
enables anonymous reporting of 
corruption cases to relevant 
government institutions and  
tracking of actions adds to the 
much needed innovation to the 
fight against corruption, but 
should also provide basis for 
transparency and accountability 
in response process.

Explaining the new App called 
TALKAY, Mr. Harold Aidoo, 
Executive Director of Integrity 
Watch explains TALKAY can be 
downloaded from Google Play 
Store, and for those without 
internet, a text message can be 
sent to 4419.

He says all information sent 
from TALKAY will go directly to the 
LACC where a monitor will be set 
up to track reports. 

their future calls for 
e d u c a t i o n a l  
empowerment. "We are 
looking up to you for your 
support to enable us to 
increase in our thematic 
a r e a s  w h i c h  a r e :  
Assistance/welfare and 
e m p o w e r m e n t . T h e  
organization is currently 
providing 100% scholarships 
to needy students.Mrs. 
M u n a h  N a g b e - K o l l i e  
delivering the keynote 
address added that the 
honouree of the foundation 
was a caring mother who saw 
the need to give smile to 
every child she met and as 
such her dreams must be 
kept alive by giving the 
necessary support that will 

process  of  border less  
invest igat ion and the 
involvement of all sub-
regional countries in the 
fight against corruption.

Cllr. Martin says the LACC 
will step up it efforts by 
reporting to their partners 
and working with various 
CSOs  t o  en su re  t ha t  
corruption is  fought at all 
levels.

He notes that corruption 
is a nationwide initiative 
that should be fought by 
CSOs, media and every 
sector of the country should 
g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
combination of the menace.

"We shouldn't take this as 
a mere joke, corruption 
undermines our purposes, 
intent and development 
plans. against this backdrop, 
we are calling on the three 
branches of government, 
inc lud ing  the  cour t s ,  
opposition political leaders, 

At long last, the 
Hearing Office of 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  

Elections Commission rules 
that Senator James P. Biney's 
leadership of the National 
Patriotic Party (NPP) has lost 
legitimacy after expiration of 
its tenure.

The NEC Hearing Office at 
the same time appoints 
former House Speaker 
Nyudueh Morkonmana to host 

a stalwart meeting of the NPP 
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
constituting a convention 
coordinating committee to 
take the party to its 7th 
Biennial Convention.

According to the NEC 
r u l i n g ,  P a r t i s a n  
Morkonmana's selection is 
based on a careful review of 
records available at the 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  h i s  
independence, and public 
records.

The stalwart meeting 
mentioned in the ruling must 
be opened to all interested 
partisans, including the 
parties involved in the 
actions; and that Partisan 
Morkonmana is further 

mandated to submit names 
o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
Convention Coordinating 
Committee to the Political 
Affairs Section of the NEC 
within twenty-one working 
days as of the rendering of 
this ruling.

Thomas Plauto et al of the 
National Patriotic Party 
(NPP) on November 30, 2021 
filed six counts complaint 
w i t h  t h e  E l e c t i o n s  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  a l l e g i n g  
constitutional breaches by 

the party's Chairman, James 
P. Biney and others, for 
attempting to manipulate 
the l i s t  of  delegates  
intended for the planned 7th 
Biennial Convention to have 
been held in Gbarnga, Bong 
County.

T h e  c o m p l a i n a n t s  
(petitioners) also claimed 
that procedures for the 
nomination of candidates to 
be elected to various 
positions were not followed; 
and that Respondent Biney, 
who has registered as a 
candidate to be re-elected 
as chairman of the party, has 
appointed a convention 
committee, naming himself 
a s  c h a i r m a n  o f  s a i d  

committee.
T h e  c o m p l a i n a n t s  

(petitioners) presented in all 
of their submissions and 
a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  
Respondents (Biney and 
others) have lost legitimacy to 
govern the NPP, neither are 
they qualified to take the 
party to convention by virtue 
of the expiration of their 
tenure in leadership.

"While we agree with the 
Respondents (Biney and 
others) on their argument of 
the law (NPP constitution) 
which requires that the 
chairperson shall preside over 
all meetings and conventions, 
we wish to also remind the 
Respondents of another 
provis ion of the same 
constitution which requires 
that the party proceed to 
convention in four (4) years 
for purpose of electing new 
officers”, the NEC rules.

The electoral house adds 
that the party's constitution 
must be considered in a 
holistic manner, noting that a 
person cannot be in violation 
of one provision of the law and 
enjoys rights provided under 
a n o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n .  
“Respondents (Biney and 
o t h e r s )  c a n n o t  e n j o y  
constitutional protection to 
take the party to convention 
while at the same time 
violating the provision which 
protects their rights to enjoy 
tenure." 

Meanwhile, former House 
Speaker and senior partisan of 
t h e  N P P,  N y u d u e h  
Morkonmana, has made a 
passionate plea to al l  
stakeholders of the NPP to 
rally around him for a 
successful hosting of the 
s t a l w a r t  m e e t i n g ,  a s  
mandated by the NEC, in 
order to ensure an amicable 
resolution ahead of the 
p e n d i n g  7 t h  B i e n n i a l  
Convention. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

he Government of 

TLiberia through the 
Office of the Chief of 

Protocol, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs has released the 
official calendar of event for 
the funeral arrangements of 
the fallen former interim 
president of the Interim 
Government of National Unity 
(IGNU) Dr. Amos Claudius 
Sawyer, after the arrival of the 
body from the United States 
on board SN Brussels Airlines 
on Friday, March 25, 2022.

The burial date has been 
set for Saturday, April 2, 2022 
as well as other information 
leading to the final exit of the 
erudite scholar who died on 
February 22, 2022 in the 
United States of America due 
to cardiac failure.

According to the release 
signed by Madam Antoinette 
Wolo,  Act ing Chief  of  
Protocol, Republic of Liberia, 
the Book of Condolence will 
be opened on Tuesday, March 
29, 2022 at the Centennial 
Memorial Pavilion beginning 
from 1 pm according to 
p r o t o c o l ,  w h i l e  o n  
Wednesday, March 30, 2022, 
there will be “GOVERNANCE 
DAY”, a celebration of the 
legacy of Dr. Sawyer in his 
public service career to be 
held at the Monrovia City Hall 
beginning at 11:00 am.

The release further said 
that there will be a Day of 
Honor at the Main Campus of 
the University of Liberia on 
Capitol Hill, Monrovia on 
Thursday, March 31, 2022 and 
is expected to be a charged 
atmosphere where colleagues 
and former students are 
billed to eulogize his time and 
life spent at the institution 

molding the minds of young 
Liberian students some of whom 
have come of age and making 
contributions to the country and 
humanity in various occupations 
as well as leading a crusade for 
the enthronement of popular 
democracy and rule of law in 
Liberia.

Dr. Sawyer spent most of his 
academic  career  a t  the  
University of Liberia and lastly 
served as Dean of the Liberia 
College before he was removed 
in 1984 in the aftermath of an 
alleged coup plot he was linked 
with by the military. He later fled 
the country after his release 
without trials.

On Friday, April 1, 2022, at 12 
noon, the body will be conveyed 
under appropriate military 
escort from the Samuel Stryker 
Funeral Home to the St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on 
10th Street, Sinkor, Monrovia for 
Home Final Visitation from 2 pm 
to 4pm. 
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À peine trois jours après la découverte du corps sans vie de 
Princesse Cooper, 25 ans, dans une mare de sang dans 
l’enceinte d'un magasin de vente de matériaux de construction 
à ELWA Junction à Paynesville, la police nationale libérienne a 
exclu tout acte criminel à la grande consternation du public.

Le porte-parole de la police, Moses Carter, a déclaré que 
l’examen initial effectué sur le cadavre de la jeune Princesse 
Cooper à l’intérieur de la morgue de l’hôpital John F. Kennedy 
à Monrovia ne révèle aucune lacération ni des ecchymoses. Ce 
qui signifierait que la jeune fille serait morte d’une mort 
naturelle. 

Pourtant, plusieurs personnes, y compris des employés et des 
agents de sécurité de l’établissement où le corps de la jeune 
fille a été découvert, sont interrogés au siège de la police 
nationale libérienne, à en croire le porte-parole de la police.

Nous avons l’impression que les enquêteurs de la police 
s’empressent de publier une déclaration définitive, alors que 
les interrogatoires sont toujours en cours. La police devrait 
enquêter de manière approfondie avant d’exclure 
complètement un acte criminel dans la mort de Princess.

Il vaudrait mieux que la police cherche à savoir davantage les 
circonstances de la mort de la fille que de s’en prendre aux 
médias sociaux pour avoir spéculé. Il y a toujours des 
spéculations et il y aura toujours des spéculations lorsque de 
telles morts mystérieuses se produisent. Ça toujours été ainsi.

C’est d’ailleurs pour cela qu’il faut approfondir les enquêtes 
en faisant preuve de professionnalisme, car ce n’est qu’à ce 
prix que les faits seront établis et les spéculations cesseront. Il 
est possible que l’on découvre de nouveaux indices au fur et à 
mesure que l’enquête se poursuit, ce qui pourrait être en 
porte-à-faux avec le rapport initial de la police.

Le public veut savoir comment se fait-il qu’une fille de 25 ans 
puisse venir de Tweh Farm sur l’île de Bushrod pour mourir 
dans un magasin de vente de matériaux de construction à ELWA 
Junction à Paynesville ? Avec qui est-elle allée là-bas ou avec 
qui a-t-elle interagi dans le magasin avant de mourir 
subitement ? Était-elle une visiteuse fréquente avant 
l’incident ? Voilà des questions qui sont jusque là sans réponse 
que se posent les gens. 

La police ne doit pas se contenter de dire qu’il n’y a eu aucun 
crime. Les causes d’un décès ne peuvent uniquement être 
déterminées par la présence de lacérations ou des ecchymoses 
sur le corps de la victime, même si ce sont des preuves 
physiques. Il pourrait y avoir plus que ce qu’ils peuvent voir à 
l’œil nu.

Lorsque les enquêtes sont dans l’ombre, elles créent de la 
place pour des doutes et des soupçons. Par conséquent, la 
police en tant qu’institution professionnelle est obligée de 
faire un travail approfondi avant de tirer des conclusions.

Il est dans l’intérêt de l’État de le faire afin d’apaiser la peur 
et le sentiment d’insécurité qui agitent la société. Les 
Libériens ne méritent pas une société agitée. Ils veulent vivre 
dans un environnement paisible et sécurisé.

Une société sûre ne garantit pas seulement la paix et la 
sécurité, mais favorise la bonne atmosphère des affaires dont 
ce pays a désespérément besoin.

Éditorial

2022                              

’ a n c i e n  v i c e -

Lprésident Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai dit 

qu’ i l  se  présentera à  
l’élection présidentielle de 
2023, et que son parti - le 
Parti de l’unité (UP) - 
présentera également un 
cand ida t  à  l ’ é l ec t i on  
sénatoriale partielle de Lofa.

“J’ai été informé d’une 
communication adressée à la 

Commission électorale nationale 
signée par M. Musa Bility et le 
sénateur Daniel Naathan dont 
l’intention est d’empêcher le 
Parti de l’unité de présenter un 
candidat à la prochaine élection 
sénatoriale partielle du comté 
de Lofa. Cependant, je tiens à 
préciser avec force que le Parti 
de l’unité présentera un 
candidat et j’ai demandé à la 
direction de notre parti de 

s ’assurer  que  ce la  se  
produise”, a déclaré Boakai.

Le leader politique de l’UP 
a en outre rassuré ses 
partisans qu’il se présenterait 
aux élections présidentielles 
et générales de 2023 au 
Libéria.

M. Boakai a retiré son parti 
de ce qui était considéré 
comme le plus fort bloc 
d’opposition, la Collaboration 
des Partis Politiques (CPP), 
après plusieurs mois de 
d i s s e n s i o n s  p o l i t i q u e s  
internes qui ont abouti à des 
poursuites judiciaires contre 
le leader politique d’un parti 
membre de la Coalition.

La CPP, qui était à l’origine 
composée des principaux 
quatre partis d’opposition, 
n’est plus composé que d’un 
seul parti – l’Alternative 
National Congress (ANC) de M. 
Alexander B. Cummings et 
une faction du Liberty Party 
(LP) fidèle au président Musa 
Bilité.

La chute de la CPP est le 
r é s u l t a t  d e s  c o n f l i t s  
p o l i t i q u e s  i n t e r n e s  

D
e  v i o l e n t s  

a f f r o n t e m e n t s  
entre le CSP, le 

C a d r e  s t r a t é g i q u e  
permanent, qui rassemble 
l’ensemble des groupes 
signataires de l’accord de 
paix de 2015, et l’EIGS, l’État 
islamique dans le Grand 
Sahara, ont lieu depuis près 
de trois semaines, dans la 
région de Gao, au nord-est du 
pays. Ces conflits ont fait des 
centaines de morts en 
quelques jours dans chaque 
camp et provoquent des 
déplacements importants de 
populations.

Les terroristes sont à 
Labbezanga », explique le 
chef d’un des groupes 
membres du CSP. « Nos 
troupes sont pour le moment 
vers Ménaka », poursuit-il. 

Entre les deux, la réserve 
forestière d’Ansongo-Ménaka 
qui sert de refuge aux 
t e r r o r i s t e s .  L’ E I G S  a  
démontré ces dernières 
semaines un important regain 
d’activités. Jeudi, ses 
hommes attaquent un convoi 
de la Minusma vers Tessit, au 
sud d’Ansongo. Les 8 et 9 
mars, ils affrontent les 
troupes du CSP à Tamalate, 
p u i s  à  I n c h i n a n e  l e  
lendemain, Anderamboukane 

le 11 et enfin Talatai la semaine 
passée. Pourtant, l’état-major 
français avait déclaré l’EIGS 
quasi moribond, après avoir tué 
l’année dernière ses cadres, 
notamment son fondateur Abou 
Walid al-Sahraoui. « Ils se sont 
reconstitués, explique un 
combattant du CSP. Le départ de 
Barkhane et l’impasse du 
processus de paix les poussent 
aussi à reprendre du service. »

Les combattants de l’EIGS 
sont aussi de l’autre côté de la 
frontière, au Niger, à 85 
kilomètres à l’ouest de Tahoua. « 

Ils ont fait le plein de motos et 
de Kalachnikov et rançonnent 
la population », explique une 
source sur place. D’après une 
source sécuritaire nigérienne, 
des centaines de soldats des 
forces spéciales ont été 
déployés à la frontière avec le 
Mali, où ils opèrent avec 
l’appui aérien français. 

Importants déplacements 
de population Ces conflits 
provoquent la fuite des 
populations civiles dont 
certaines traversent la 
frontière en direction du 
Niger. 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Quand la police arrive à des conclusions 
à la hâte, c’est la justice qui en pâtit 

Joseph Boakai persiste et signe : 
« Je serai candidat en 2023 »

Mali : les combats entre le CSP et les jihadistes 
de l’EIGS s’intensifient dans la région de Gao
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prolongées qui ont donné lieu 
au retrait de l’UP, du All 
Liberian Party (ALP) et d’une 
faction du LP fidèle au 
sénateur du comté de Grand 
Bassa, Nyonblee Karnga – 
Lawrence.

Mais le président du LP, 
Bility, a indiqué qu’une 
clause de l’accord de la CPP 
ne permettrait pas au Parti 
de l’unité de présenter un 
candidat ni à l’élection 
sénatoriale partielle de Lofa 
ni à l’élection présidentielle 
de 2023.Mais M. Boakai a 
rejeté cette affirmation par 
le biais d’une communication 
adressée à la Commission 
électorale nationale (NEC), 
affirmant que l’UP avait le 
s ta tu t  ju r id ique  pour  
présenter des candidats à 
l ’ é l e c t i o n  p a r t i e l l e  
sénatoriale du comté de Lofa 
e t  a u x  é l e c t i o n s  
présidentielles et législatives 
de 2023.Lors du lancement 
d e  l a  b a s e  d o n n é e s  
numérique des membres du 
Congrès national de la 
jeunesse du Parti de l’unité 
(UPNYC) le samedi 26 mars 
2022, M. Boakai a déclaré que 
l e  P a r t i  d e  l ’ u n i t é  
présenterait un candidat à 
l’élection partielle du comté 
d e  L o f a  e t  q u ’ i l  s e  
présenterait lui-même à 
l’élection présidentielle de 
2023.La Collaboration des 
p a r t i s  p o l i t i q u e s  d e  
l’opposition (CPP) a adressé 
un courrier à la Commission 
électorale nationale (NEC) 
l'informant de son intention 
d'évoquer la section 8.5 (2) 
du document-cadre de la CPP 
qui définit clairement le 
processus par lequel un parti 
peut se retirer de la 
coalition.Cette décision 
risque de bloquer l'ancien 
vice-président Joseph N. 
B o a k a i  e t  d ' a u t r e s  
prétendants à la course à la 
présidence de se présenter 
sur le ticket du Parti de l'unité 
(UP) ou du Parti de tous les 
libériens (ALP) lors des 
élections de 2023.

Le Liberty Party et le 
Congrès Alternatif National 
d'Alexander B. Cummings 
demandent également des 
é c l a i r c i s s e m e n t s  
supplémentaires sur le statut 
des partis dissidents, à savoir 
l'ALP et de l'UP, en ce qui 
concerne leur appartenance 
ou retrait de la CPP, car selon 
eux, ils n'ont appris cela que 
dans les médias en ligne et la 
presse écrite.

« Bien que nous ayons 
appris à travers les médias 
que les deux parts ont 
informé la Commission 
électorale nationale de 
s’être retirés de la principale 

coalition de l’opposition, il n'y a 
eu aucune communication 
officielle ni de la part de l'ALP ni 
de l’UP. « Nous avons également 
appris que les deux partis ont 
demandé à la commission 
d'interdire l'utilisation de leurs 
noms et leurs logos.

Ainsi demandons-nous à la 
Commission électorale de nous 
communiquer le statut officiel 
de l'ALP et de l'UP en ce qui 
c o n c e r n e  l a  C P P.  N o u s  
d e m a n d o n s  a u s s i  à  l a  
Commission d'exiger de ces deux 
partis de faire part de leur 
retrait de la CPP de manière 
officielle », a dit un extrait de la 
lettre que la CPP a adressée à la 
commission électorale le 24 
mars 2022.

A la CPP d’ajouter : « Nous 
attirons l'attention de la 
Commission sur la section 8.5(2) 
du document-cadre de la CPP 
qui définit le processus par 
lequel un parti membre peut se 
retirer de la coalition ».

L'article 5 (2) du document de 
la CPP stipule : « Le parti 
constituant qui souhaite retirer 
son adhésion à la Collaboration 
des partis politiques doit 
(Premièrement) épuiser le 
processus de règlement des 
différends. Si le parti membre 
n’est pas satisfait du résultat du 
règlement à l’amiable du 
conflit, il doit déposer une 
résolution dument signée par au 
moins deux tiers des membres 
de son comité exécutif national. 
Etant entendu qu'un parti qui se 
retire de l'alliance avant les 
p r o c h a i n e s  é l e c t i o n s  
présidentielles, législatives et 
locales ne présentera pas de 
candidats en son nom.

La coalition veut ainsi 
invoquer la section 8.5 (2) du 
document-cadre et demande à 
la commission électorale de 
rejeter et de refuser toute 
candidature de l'ALP et de l'UP 
dans n'importe quelle élection 
du pays jusqu'à la fin de 
l'élection de 2023.

Créé en 2020 pour affronter 
le président George Weah lors 
des élections de 2023, la CPP est 
secouée depuis un moment par 
des querelles internes.

Pendant ce temps, M. Boakai, 
s’adressant à la jeunesse de 
l’UP, a déclaré que le prochain 
gouvernement du Parti de 
l’unité sous sa direction sera 
robuste avec l’élaboration d’un 
programme de développement 
durable pour la jeunesse du 
Libéria.

 “En d’autres termes, nous 
avons l’intention d’élaborer des 
programmes et des stratégies 
non seulement pour développer 
nos jeunes partisans, mais aussi 
pour donner à tous les jeunes 
Libériens les moyens de devenir 
des participants actifs au 
développement national”, a 
conclu Boakai.

Commentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022. www.project-syndicate.org 

EW DELHI – L'Apocalypse, c'est maintenant. C'est 

Nle message éclatant de la véritable tempête de 
COVID-19 et de conséquences du changement 

climatique qui a maintenant éclaté. Il est peu probable 
que la pandémie se termine avant plusieurs années, car 
le nouveau coronavirus mute en variants de plus en plus 
transmissibles et résistants aux médicaments. Et la 
catastrophe climatique n'est plus « imminente » mais se 
joue en temps réel.

Le  dern ier  rapport  du  Groupe d 'experts  
intergouvernemental sur l'évolution du climat – dont les 
évaluations sont antérieures aux événements 
climatiques extrêmes de l'année dernière – nous dit que 
certains changements climatiques drastiques sont 
désormais irréversibles. Ceux-ci affecteront toutes les 
régions, comme le démontrent les récents incendies de 
forêt, vagues de chaleur et inondations. Ils 
endommageront également gravement de nombreuses 
espèces naturelles et affecteront négativement les 
possibilités et conditions de la vie humaine.

Maintenir le réchauffement climatique futur à un 
niveau gérable (même s'il dépasse l'objectif de 1,5°C de 
l'accord de Paris sur le climat de 2015) nécessitera un 
effort massif, impliquant de brusques inversions de 
politique économique dans chaque pays. Des 
changements majeurs dans l'architecture juridique et 
économique mondiale seront essentiels.

Pour sa part, la pandémie a dévasté l'emploi et les 
moyens de subsistance, plongeant des centaines de 
millions de personnes, principalement dans les pays en 
développement, dans la pauvreté et la faim. Les 
Tendances de l'emploi et des perspectives sociales dans 
le monde 2021 de l'Organisation internationale du 
Travail montrent l'étendue des dégâts dans les moindres 
détails. En 2020, la pandémie a causé la perte de près 
de 9 % du total des heures de travail dans le monde, soit 
l'équivalent de 255 millions d'emplois à temps plein. 
Cette tendance s'est poursuivie en 2021, avec des 
pertes d'heures de travail équivalentes à 140 millions 
d'emplois à temps plein au premier trimestre et 127 
millions d'emplois au deuxième trimestre.

Selon les tendances actuelles, la croissance projetée de 
l'emploi sera insuffisante pour compenser ces pertes. 
Ainsi, même en 2022, l'emploi total sera inférieur à 
celui de 2019 d'au moins 23 millions d'emplois à temps 
plein. Ceci malgré une croissance de l'emploi 
relativement forte aux États-Unis, ce qui signifie que la 
détérioration du marché du travail dans d'autres 
régions, plus pauvres pour la plupart, sera encore plus 
marquée et plus intense. De plus, les « nouveaux » 
emplois associés à la reprise après la pandémie seront 
principalement mal rémunérés et de mauvaise qualité.

Pendant ce temps, les inégalités économiques entre et 
au sein des pays ont atteint des niveaux inimaginables 
dans le monde pré-pandémique, déjà extrêmement 
inégalitaire. Pendant que de nombreuses personnes 
sont confrontées à des pertes de revenus substantielles, 
à un accès limité aux besoins de base, à des privations 
aiguës et à la faim, une infime minorité de personnes 
extrêmement riches et quelques grandes entreprises 
ont accaparé encore plus de revenus et de richesses, 
multipliant ainsi leurs actifs.

Les nouvelles formes de consommation ostentatoire 
d'aujourd'hui – comme l'homme le plus riche du monde, 
Jeff Bezos, qui a récemment dépensé 5,5 milliards de 
dollars pour un tour de quatre minutes dans l'espace 
suborbital – sont littéralement hors de ce monde. A la 
place, ce montant aurait pu financer la Facilité d'accès 
mondial aux vaccins COVID-19 (COVAX) pour fournir des 
vaccins à deux milliards de personnes dans les pays 
pauvres, qui sont actuellement peu susceptibles de les 
obtenir au cours des deux prochaines années.

Cet état de fait ne peut évidemment pas perdurer 
longtemps sans tensions sociales et troubles civils 
majeurs. En effet, la tempête que nous commençons à 
connaître comprendra bientôt beaucoup plus 
d'instabilité sociale et politique. Au lieu de stimuler un 
programme progressiste et transformateur, cela 
pourrait dégénérer en conflits ethniques, raciaux et 
autres formes de conflits, de violence et de chaos.

Ce scénario cauchemardesque peut encore être évité grâce 
à une coopération internationale substantiellement accrue 
sur quelques questions clés. Concernant le climat, les 
gouvernements pourraient déclarer collectivement qu'ils 
réduiront plus fortement les émissions de dioxyde de 
carbone et d'autres gaz à effet de serre afin d'atteindre le 
zéro net en une décennie plutôt qu'en plusieurs décennies.

Les pays riches avec des émissions historiquement élevées 
devraient évidemment mettre en œuvre les réductions les 
plus drastiques et transférer les technologies vertes au 
monde en développement sans condition, permettant à ce 
dernier de se décarboner rapidement. Les fonds pour 
l'adaptation au climat sont désormais essentiels, et les 
investissements publics mondiaux proposés peuvent 
permettre une action rapide à cet égard.

Pour contrôler la pandémie qui fait toujours rage, il est 
impératif de redistribuer immédiatement les doses de 
vaccins disponibles et de lever les contraintes légales sur 
l'élargissement de la production par le biais de licences 
obligatoires. En outre, les entreprises pharmaceutiques qui 
ont bénéficié d'importantes subventions au développement 
de vaccins contre la COVID-19 doivent partager leur 
technologie avec d'autres producteurs pour augmenter 
l'offre, comme l'a recommandé le Conseil de l'Organisation 
mondiale de la santé sur l'économie de la santé pour tous. 
Le renforcement de capacités de fabrication résilientes et 
décentralisées, y compris dans le secteur public, sera 
essentiel pour faire face efficacement aux futures 
pandémies et autres crises sanitaires.

Quant à la politique économique, la coopération fiscale 
mondiale est une évidence. Des règles simples, obligeant 
les entreprises multinationales à payer le même taux 
d'imposition que les entreprises purement nationales et 
garantissant un partage équitable des revenus entre les 
pays, réduiraient les inégalités et fourniraient aux 
économies en développement soumises à des contraintes 
budgétaires les ressources dont elles ont tant besoin.

De même, un mécanisme international de résolution de la 
dette souveraine réduirait la charge budgétaire de 
nombreux pays en développement, libérant ainsi de 
l'espace pour des dépenses urgentes. La réglementation des 
capitaux transfrontaliers hautement mobiles, la maîtrise 
des agences de notation et l'introduction de conditions 
demandant à la finance de répondre aux besoins sociaux 
nécessiteront également une coopération réglementaire 
internationale.

Malheureusement, l'état actuel de la politique mondiale 
signifie que ce programme nécessaire et réalisable est peu 
susceptible d'être mis en œuvre. Les dirigeants des grands 
pays ont jusqu'à présent fait preuve d'un manque d'ambition 
pathétique. Au lieu de cela, ils ont fait semblant de parler 
de ces défis existentiels, tout en restant soumis au capital 
privé et aux intérêts particuliers, et restent tous bien trop 
disposés à jouer pour les galeries nationales et locales.

L'attitude des gouvernements du G7, plus obsédés par 
l'essor de la Chine que par la préservation de notre monde 
de plus en plus fragile, a été particulièrement déprimante. 
Leur nationalisme en matière de vaccin contre la COVID-19 
est à courte vue et obscène, tandis que leur attachement 
rigide aux droits de propriété intellectuelle permet aux 
entreprises privées de restreindre les connaissances et la 
production dans le but de maximiser leurs profits. Ces 
positions ont réduit la confiance et entravé la coopération 
internationale pour lutter contre la pandémie.

L'humanité a encore une chance de prendre du recul. Le 
fera-t-elle ou les espèces futures se demanderont-elles 
pourquoi nous avons choisi de participer activement à notre 
propre destruction ?

Traduit de l’anglais par Timothée Demont

Jayati Ghosh, secretaire de direction de l’International 
Development Economics Associates, est Professeur 
d’économie à l’Université du Massachusetts à Amherst et 
membre de la Independent Commission for the Reform of 
International Corporate Taxation.
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Apocalypse ou coopération ?

Par Jayati GhoshJoseph Boakai persiste et signe : 
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LIBERIANS    DEBATE
Liberia is losing its next generation to drug addiction, a situation that that has the propensity to undermine the 

country’s future human resource development and growth. In a random sampling, The New Dawn asks some residents 
of Monrovia to share their perspectives on the trafficking and sale of dangerous substances in the country and how 
they think the law should be applied in mitigating the growing social problem.    

By Naneka Hoffman

“Drug is a substance that 
is not good for human 
consumption especially, the 
harmful drug because there 
are two types of drugs: we 
have the harmful ones and 
we have the ones that are 
beneficial  for human 
consumption especially 
when we are sick, so the 
harmful ones are the ones 
that are damaging our 
brothers and sisters.  Most 
of them feel that it is 
something that can make 
them dizzy to do things to 
get extra feeling, so that 
drug is the one that is 
damag ing  ou r  young  
brothers and sisters.  Those 
who take it in some of them 
are rich people and some of 

them are people who are in 
government so, whenever they 
take it, they have treatment 
that they will take and be 
normal. But our brothers and 
sisters who are taken it do not 
have the first 5 Liberian dollars 
to sustain themselves for the 
day yet, they’re still hustling 
around even on dumpsites to 
get bottles and sell just to go 
and take those harmful 
substances to the extent that I 
am even told that in the 
Lightbulb there is setting 
white thing in the Lightbulb 
they a l so  use  that  as  
supplement for drug. The 
ceiling tile that we use to 
place in our houses, they also 
use it to get dizzy so all of the 
substances are damaging our 
youthful population and what 
makes it more funny is that our 
agency of government that 
should be willing to fight the 
drug are involved, for  
example, the LNP if you go to 
some of the ghettoes you will 
see Liberian National Police 
officers (LNP) in their uniforms 
sitting with drug lords doing 
thing together so how will the 
issues of drug will be fought? it 
is difficult unless we have a 
refined government. Liberia 
has very good Laws but what 
makes the laws not to be is 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  T h e  
implementation of our Laws is 
the key problem.”

“The government  
needs to look at the 
L i b e r i a  D r u g  
Enforcement Agency 
(LDEA). It is responsible 
for things going on 
wrongly. There is need to 
min imize  the  drug  
t r a f f i c k i n g  i n  t h e  

country, but when things 
are not going the right 
way, we will always find 
things going on the wrong 
ways; these are some of 
the reasons drugs are just 
coming through, no one 
knows how drugs are 

coming in the country; 
everybody just asking each 
other and there are people 
responsible for that. What 
in my mind I think the 
government can do right 
now is to put a stop to this 
whole drug spreading 
around the country; first 
thing government needs to 
get back to the LDEA and 
ask them where the drugs 
are coming from and they 
should give concrete 
reasons how to minimize 
this whole drug business 
and how they are trying to 
control it because they are 
the one there. I think the 
government really needs 
to look at the LDEA sector 
that is the best way I think 
the drug business will 
reduce in the country.’’

“Firstly, let me tell 
you something; the 
Liberia National Police 
(LNP) and the Liberia 
Drug  Enforcement  
Agency (LDEA) know 
the people that are 

bringing drugs in Liberia, 
if they can be sincere to 
themselves in having 
Liberia get rid of drugs, 
it is something very easy 
because the ghettos are 
not something that are 

in hiding. When the LDEA 
and Police people make 
up their minds to get rid 
of drugs, they will get rid 
of drug because they 
know the drug lords; 
they know where ghettos 
are, so that is not 
something that is in 
hiding, everyday they go 
and raid and not even 
move  the  peop le ,  
sometimes the few 
people that are there 
they get them and put 
them in the car and they 
will come back to the 
same place. They will 
not move from there 
again.”  

  “The proliferation of 
drugs in our society is 
becoming rampant and it is 
an urgent need for national 
government to review the 
drug laws and to put in some 
strong measures to curtail 
the proliferation or the sale 

‘’The drug business is 
getting so rampant in our 
country; it is out of 
control. More of the 
Liberian youths both males 
and females are minding 
their peers to engage into 
activities too much. I think 
the government agency 
that is responsible should 
try to put in place some 
mechanisms to stop the 

rampant drug lords in our 
c o u n t r y.  I  a m  j u s t  
e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  
government to empower the 
Liberia Drug Enforcement 
Agency (LDEA) to secure the 
youths from drug lords, but I 
observe that they are not 
functioning because we that 
are in the classroom observe 
those boys and girls’ 
behavior are just changing 
daily! Nothing else but these 
drugs are so rampant and 
are so cheap so most of the 
youths are engaged into it 
that. I do not know really, so 
I am encouraging the drug 
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  
through the  L iber ian  
government to really look at 
it clearly with all critical 
aspect to see how best they 
can put system into place to 
control the drug lords in our 
country.”  

of drugs on the market, 
because my you, the issue of 
drug is an international 
business  and it has its own 
financial implication that has 
to do with people using the 
drug to get money, power and 
influence in national decision 
making, so as youth leader of 
the Federation of Paynesville 
Youth, vice president for 
operation, I will let to advice 
m y  g o v e r n m e n t  m o r e  
especially our legislature to 
review the laws to see how 
best they can make the drug 
law nonbailable and  like it is 
done with the issues of rape, 

and when that is done, you will 
see that we will try to mitigate 
the sale of drugs in our society, 
because my you, drug has to do 
with money and when the laws 
is not strong and you know that 
justice delayed is justice 
denied, the people will use 
money to influence the laws 
but when the law is strong to 
influence the law it will take 
additional resources which 
they will not be able to afford,  
because when they are 
arrested selling drug, it is 
nonbailable so there will be no 
way a lawyer or police officer 
will compromise that case.

Victor Balo

Abubakar Kiazolu

Edwin W. Dweh

Viachell Marshall

 Jamue Kullie 
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F
ugitive Liberian 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  
a s p i r a n t  D r.  

Daniel E. Cassell now 
lingering at the Essex 
County Prison in New 
Jersey, the United States 
after his extradition from 
the State of Georgia is at 
the verge of shattering his 
entire political dream in 
t h e  w a k e  o f  l e g a l  
entanglement on the 
charge of Fugitive From 

Justice for alleged fraud.
He had earlier failed to 

appear to answer the 
c h a r g e s  a n d  t h e  
indictments in New Jersey 
were transferred to 
Georgia where defendant 
D r .  C a s s e l l  w a s  
subsequently picked up on 
March 17th based on a 
court- filed Warrantless 
Arrest Affidavit on the 
charge of Fugitive From 
Justice and subsequently 
detained by the Clayton 
County Sheriff’s office, 
according to the U.S.-

based African Star publication.
A Physiologist by profession 

and behavioral  special ist  
consultant, Dr. Cassells had 
worked in the United States for 
years and established his own 
bus iness  there,  Kwenyan 
Professional Health Services prior 
to coming to Liberia and 
organizing a political party.

The Star quotes the State of 
Georgia statute GA Code § 17-4-
62 (2020) as saying, “In 
compliance with law and 

according to the docket of the 
Magistrate Criminal Court in 
Georgia, Dr. Cassell’s First 
Appearance  Hear ing  was  
scheduled for March 18, 2022. 

He will now face prosecution 
in the State of Georgia over 
allegations described as white-
collar crimes that experts say 
some New Jersey doctors, 
chiropractors, pharmacists, and 
pat ients  f ind themselves  
ensnared.

If found guilty, Dr. Cassell 
could face jail term between 3 – 5 
years plus thousands of dollars in 
fines, according to sources in the 

United States.
However, he is deemed 

innocent until found guilty by a 
court of law in the U.S.

Dr. Cassell obtained his 
doctoral degree from North 
Central University in the United 
States where he plied a 
successful career before coming 
to Liberia in 2020 to enter 
politics.

He established and became 
Political Leader of the fast-
growing People’s Liberation Party 
(PLP) that displays affluence and 
financial competence, drawing 
support from thousands of 
impoverished citizens, including 
jobless youths. He had been in a 
tussle with the Government of 
Liberia over the bringing of a 
helicopter to the country to boost 
his campaign for the 2023 
pres ident ia l  and genera l  
elections. 

However, following news of his 
arrest last week in America, the 
PLP appointed its National 
Chairman Taplah Doe as interim 
head of the party, as it digests the 
legal entanglement and seeming 
collapse of the vibrant political 
leader.  

The PLP in a press statement 
issued on March 25, 2020, 
dismissed rumors that it was 
considering options whether to 
suspend or expel its political 
leader Dr Cassell after his arrest 
in the U.S.

The Star quotes a source from 
the PLP as saying it is too early for 
the party to cons ider a  
replacement for Dr. Cassell 
immediately although conceding 
that time is running out to 
prepare for the 2023 elections.

The party says it is “arranging 
to send a delegation which will 
include legal experts to the USA 
to ascertain information and 
determine the party’s next 
course of action.”

2022                              

h e  H o u s e  o f  

TRepresentatives has 
voted to return to 

t h e  E x e c u t i v e  f o r  
renegotiations, the third 
a m e n d m e n t  o f  t h e  
ArclorMittal agreement. 

The House took the 
decision Monday, 28 March 
2022 during its special 
session. 

Making the motion to 
return the amendment, 
Margibi County District #4 
Representative Ben Fofana 
m o v e d  t h a t  t h e  
communication be sent back 
to  the  Execut ive  for  
renegotiations, arguing that 
lawmakers' job is to make 
laws and not to negotiate. 

T h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives set up a 
Conference Committee last 
w e e k  t o  s c r u t i n i z e  
ArcelorMittal’s agreement of 
the  Amended Minera l  
Development Agreement 
between the Government of 
Liberia and the global steel 
giant. 

Headed by Rep. Clarence 
Massaquoi, the conference 

committee was set up following a 
recommendation from the 
Liberian Senate. 

The recommendation was 
made after the Liberian Senate 
reserved concurrence with the 
House on the passage of the 3rd 
amendment to the Mineral 
Development Agreement of the 
ArcelorMittal Liberia Holdings 
Limited and ArcelorMittal 
H o l d i n g s  A . G .  a n d  t h e  
Government of the Republic of 
Liberia. 

The Liberian Senate, in a 
communication to House Speaker 
Bhofal Chambers and members of 
the House of Representatives, 
s a i d  a f t e r  s c r u t i n y  and  
deliberations on the bill, it had 
reserved concurrence with the 
House of Representatives. 

It can be recalled that last 
month, the Liberian Senate 
refused to concur with the House 
of Representatives in ratifying 
the draft MDA between the 
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  L i b e r i a ,  
ArcelorMittal  L iberia and 
ArcelorMittal Holding A.G on 
grounds that it did not address 
most of the concerns raised by 
residents in the affected 
communities. 
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A shattering political dream ArcelorMittal third 
amendment rejected

By Bridgett Milton

committee to steer the affairs of 
the alliance without the inclusion 
of VOLT party,” it said. 

“However, we at VOLT, 
consider this as an affront to our 
con-existence and participation 
i n  t h e  a l l i a n c e , ’ ’  t h e  
communication noted.

Further, VOLT explained that 
when the decision was taken, it 
told the leadership of the 
Rainbow Alliance, warning them 
to rest assured with amicable 
resolution of the identified 
fundamental difference.

It said their participation in 
the alliance was reassured and 
guaranteed but any attempt to 
ignore the resolution of the 
party’s concern constituted their 
automatic withdrawal from the 
alliance.

‘’In view of the above, the 
Executive Committee of VOLT has 
resolved and instructed the 
Political leader and secretary 
general and acting chairman of 
the party to withdraw the party 
from the Rainbow Alliance  with 
immediacy,” the party said.

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2  
communication that while 
Article 1x, Count B&D as 
contained in their framework 
agreement provides for the 
e s tab l i shment  o f  the  
National Administrative 
structure of the Rainbow 
Alliance, the process leading 
to the request for the 
submission of names of seven 
were not well communicated 
in the spirit of consensus 
b u i l d i n g  b u t ,  r a t h e r  
unilateral.

VOLT stated that it has 
requested a redress to the 
concern raised before 
making its final decision on 
the submission of the 
requested seven names from 
part ic ipat ing  pol i t ica l  
parties.

‘’ Our concern raised as 
not only a member of the 
Rainbow Alliance but a pivot 
member was ignored and you 
went ahead and established 
a 42 - member executive 

Starts from Back page Rainbow Alliance 
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n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

Ai n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conducted by this 

paper has uncovered that Dr. 
Jeremiah Z. Whapoe and his 
V i s i o n  f o r  L i b e r i a  
Transformation (VOLT) party 
have  w i thdrawn the i r  
membersh ip  f rom the  
Rainbow Alliance.

A  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
announcing their withdrawal 

from the Rainbow Alliance 
was written to the chairman 
of the Rainbow Alliance, Mr. 
Reginald Goodridge.

It was signed by VOLT 
Acting National Chairman Mr. 
Lawrence N. Gboyah and 
approved by its political 
leader Dr. Jeremiah Z. 
Whapoe. 

This paper has seen the 
communication. It discloses 
that the National Committee 

of VOLT has resolved and 
instructed the political leader, 
the Secretary General and Acting 
Chairman of the party to 
withdraw from the Rainbow 
Alliance with immediacy.

According to VOLT, it has 
decided to withdraw from the 
Rainbow Alliance due to the 
unsanctioned establishment of a 
49 - man executive committee 
members that would now have 
the authority to determine the 
flag bearer of the political 
institution, and ignoring the need 
for a convention.

The party also attributed its 
withdrawal from the alliance to 
the constant refusal to address 
l i fe -  threatening issues 
concerning the Liberian people.

VOLT said it wrote the 
All iance’s chairman on 2 
February 2022, calling his 
attention to the situation. VOLT 
accuses the Alliance’s chairman 
of being in bed with the ruling 
party.

VOLT suggested that in its 2 
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Rainbow Alliance cracks
–As Dr. Whapoe withdraws membership

By Lincoln G. Peters
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