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omen ' s  r ights  

Wgroups protested 
i n  N i g e r i a ' s  

cap i ta l  Wednesday  to  
d e m a n d  g r e a t e r  
representation of women in 
the country's parliaments. 
Lawmakers on Tuesday 
approved a bill that would set 
aside 20 percent of seats for 
women, but protesters say 
one-fifth is not enough.

S o m e  2 0 0  w o m e n  
barricaded the entrance of 
the  N iger ian  Nat iona l  
Assembly, holding up posters 
and banners and singing 
songs. The protesters, 
including market women, 
civil servants and various 
professionals, prevented 
lawmakers from entering 
their offices Wednesday.

Protesters say they were 
not satisfied with Tuesday's 
vote to increase women's 
share of parliament seats at 
both the state and national 
levels to 20 percent — nearly 
triple the current rate of 
seven percent. They want 35 
percent of seats to be 
allocated to women.

"We need new ideas, new 
minds and diverse views, 
which is why we are pushing 
for women," said Cynthia 
Mbamalu, an organizer of 

Wednesday's protest. "If we have 
women in government, there 
will be an assessment of policies 
and laws from both male and 
female lens and we are looking 
at issues that affect women, 
children and young people from 
a diverse perspective. We cannot 
expect development or things to 
change if decisions are made by 
the same kind of people."

Hansatu Adegbite, who heads 
the Women in Business Initiative, 
also took part in the protest.

around 4%, is among the lowest 
in the world. Activists say 
patriarchy and cultural biases 
are some factors influencing 
women's low participation in 
government.

Lawmakers responded to the 
protesters after hours of 
demonstrations.

Deputy chief whip Sabi 
Abdul lah i  promised  the  
protesters that their demands 
will be reviewed.

"The conversation we're 
having now is a good step and I 
want us to look at it as work in 
progress and as we talk, we 
understand the issues, I'm sure 

"Women have to arise, 
enough is enough," she said. "I 
am appealing to every single 
woman in any sector, arise and 
let us take over this nation. It 
is about all of us and we are 
here to take over this nation 
once and for all."

Nigeria's lawmakers began 
an exercise this week to 
review the country's national 
constitution of 1999.

Women's representation in 
Nigeria's parliament, at 

he third part of 

TS o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  
Deputy Chief Justice 

R a y m o n d  Z o n d o ’ s  
investigation into widescale 
corruption has recommended 
that former President Jacob 
Zuma should be investigated 

further.
Zuma and other senior 

officials should be investigated 
for corruption relating to their 
dealings with Bosasa, a firm that 
was  repeatedly  awarded 
g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r a c t s ,  
accord ing  to  the  Zondo 

commission report.
It found that Zuma likely 

breached his obligations as 
p r e s i d e n t  u n d e r  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  w h e n  h e  
accepted gifts from the 
company, in the form of lavish 
parties.

"Corruption was central to 
Bosasa's business model" 
Judge Zondo states, adding 
"everything for the company 
came down to corruption”.

The company was found to 
have  regu la r l y  b r i bed  
government officials and 
some members  of  the 
governing African National 
Congress in exchange for 
business contracts within a 
number of state entities.

Further recommendations 
included that current Mineral 
Resources Minister Gwede 
Mantashe and senior African 
National Congress politicians 
Nomvula Mokonyane and 
Thabang  Makwet l a  be  
investigated for unduly 
benefitting from Bosasa.

we can get somewhere," 
Abdullahi said.

Africa has seen an increase in 
the number of women in 
parliament, but a European 
r e s e a r c h  g r o u p ,  t h e  
International Institute for 
Democracy and Electoral 
As s i s tance,  says  A f r i can  
countries are unlikely to reach 
the U.N. goal of gender parity in 
politics by 2030.

Nigerian protesters said 
African countries like Senegal, 
Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania 
and Botswana are getting more 
women involved in key economic 
and political positions. VOA

The report comes after a 
four-year investigation into 
allegations of grand corruption 
between the government and 
private sector during Zuma’s 
term in office.

Zuma refused to give further 
evidence at the commission, 
leading Judge Zondo to find that 
he willingly turned down the 
opportunity to present a defence 
for the allegations made against 
him at the commission. BBC

T
he delegation of the 
European Union (EU) 
to Kenya has denied 

reports of discrimination 
against Africans levelled at 
member states bordering 
Ukraine.

More than 200 Kenyans 
were stranded in Ukraine due 
to Russia's invasion, a press 
release from the bloc stated.

"The EU regrets the 
incorrect and skewed media 
reporting on this issue that 
has repeatedly appeared in 
various Kenyan outlets and 

social media, and calls for 
careful verification of the 
facts," the press release said.

"Given that in some cases 
deliberate disinformation is 
be ing  spread,  the  EU 
Embassies present in Kenya 
are ready to provide accurate 
data," it continued.

Poland, Slovakia, Hungary 
and Romania have granted 
unrestricted access to those 

fleeing the conflict in 
ne i ghbou r i n g  Uk ra i ne ,  
including Kenyans, the 
delegation said.

"Contrary to some media 
reports, those Kenyans who 
have arrived at the borders 
have been assisted and 
allowed to enter safely into 
EU Member States," the 
statement continued.

Numerous African students 
in Ukraine have shared stories 
of being blocked by Ukrainian 
security agents from leaving 
the country. Ukraine is not a 

member of the EU.
The African Union has 

condemned the reports of 
discrimination. 

The EU mission to Kenya 
said that out of 350,000 
refugees who crossed into 
Poland between the 24th and 
the 28th of February, there 
were "7  721 Afr icans,  
including 88 Kenyans". BBC

Zuma has repeatedly said he is the 
victim of a political conspiracy

Nigerian Women Demand Greater 
Representation in Parliaments

Corruption probes against 
Zuma should continue

EU denies reports of discrimination 
at Ukraine border
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NEWS THAT THE deputy minister for youth development at 
the ministry of youth and sports Isaac Doe, brutally assaulted 
a woman believed to be his girlfriend over the weekend is 
despicable and highly disappointing. How disgusting it is that 
a senior official of the Weah administration would go to this 
extent of disgracing womanhood in public!

THIS UNCOUTH ACT by the talkshow personality clearly 
contradicts the character he portrays on the famous 
Spoontalk, as an ardent supporter and promoter of good 
mannerism, good governance and respect for human dignity, 
especially women.
According to a Frontpageafrica’s publication, the CEO of 
Spoon Communication, Stanton Whiterspoon, has with 
immediate effect, suspended Mr. Isaac Doe from the live 
panel show, pending full investigation of the matter.

HOWEVER, THE GOVERNMENT in Monrovia seems to be 
conspicuously silent on the issue except Minister Doe’s 
immediate boss, Minister Zeogar Wilson, who has reportedly 
acknowledged the incident, but disclosed that calls placed to 
Doe went unanswered. Mr. Wilson is also quoted as saying 
there has been no official complaint filed against his deputy 
Doe, but condemned the act.
 
THE CDC-LED GOVERNMENT is an interesting government. It 
screams and condemns one sin in public and attempts to hide 
another, as was clearly demonstrated in January when a book 
that contains sexually explicit comments against First Lady 
Clar Marie Weah and Liberian women was co-authored by Mr. 
Isaac Vah Tukpa, the former chief of staff to the leader of the 
opposition Alternative National Congress, Mr. Alexander B. 
Cummings. Mr. Cummings himself condemned that in public 
and immediately parted company with Tukpa. 

GENDER MINISTER WHILLIMENA Saydee Tarr, immediately 
took the airwave and rallied women to condemn and protest 
against the author, while President Weah’s special aide, 
Sekou Dareme and others called for prosecution.

THE BOOK IS A WRITTEN assault against the First Family and 
women of Liberia generally, but the incident involving deputy 
minister Isaac Doe is a physical attack against a woman that 
leaves inflicted bruises.

SINCE THE NEWSPAPER publication Monday, Feb. 28, 2022, 
the government is yet to make an official comment against 
the minister for bringing his office to public ridicule by 
publicly assaulting a woman without any remorse.

THE SITUATION INVOLVING minister Doe would not have 
attracted so much public attention had he not been an 
official of government, who ought to set good examples. We 
wonder what message is he sending to his children, if he has 
any, and to children of Liberia by reportedly beating and 
inflicting bruises on a woman that is supposedly his girlfriend?

WE CALL ON THE Ministry of Gender, women groups such as 
the Association of Female Lawyers of Liberia, and all those 
against sexual and gender-based violence to condemn the act 
and bring Minister Isaac Doe to book for physically assaulting 
a woman. Besides, he should be suspended immediately, 
pending full investigation to serve as a deterrence.   

2022                              
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EW DELHI – Many people around the world 

Nalready consider the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP26) in 

Glasgow a disappointment. That is a massive 
understatement. Global leaders – especially in 
the developed world – still fail to grasp the 
gravity of the climate challenge. Although they 
acknowledge its severity and urgency in their 
speeches, they mostly pursue short-term 
national interests and make conveniently distant 
“net-zero” emissions pledges without clear and 
immediate commitments to act.

Making matters worse, many rich-country 
leaders’ statements in Glasgow are at odds with 
their actual climate strategies, and with what 
they say in other settings. So, while G7 leaders at 
the summit were issuing underwhelming green 
commitments for several decades in the future, 
they were busy allowing and enabling more fossil-
fuel investment that will generate additional 
production and greenhouse-gas emissions over 
the medium term.

For example, could the real US government 
please stand up and declare itself? In his recent 
address in Glasgow, President Joe Biden said that 
“as we see current volatility in energy prices, 
rather than cast it as a reason to back off our 
clean energy goals, we must view it as a call to 
action.” Indeed, “high energy prices only 
reinforce the urgent need to diversify sources, 
double down on clean energy deployment, and 
a d a p t  p r o m i s i n g  n e w  c l e a n - e n e r g y  
technologies.”

But just three days later, the Biden 
administration claimed that OPEC+ is 
endangering the global economic recovery by not 
increasing oil production. It even warned that the 
United States is prepared to use “all tools” 
necessary to reduce fuel prices.

This is one of the most blatant recent examples of 
climate hypocrisy by a developed-country leader, 
but it is by no means the only one. And the 
duplicity extends to the proceedings at COP26 
itself, where developing-country negotiators are 
apparently finding that advanced economies’ 
positions in closed-door meetings are quite 
different from their public stances.

Rich countries, which are responsible for the 
dominant share of global carbon-dioxide 
emissions to date, are dithering on longstanding 
commitments to provide climate finance to 
developing countries. They are also resisting a 
proposed operational definition that would 
prevent them from fudging what counts as 
climate finance. And they are still treating 
adaptation to climate change as a separate 
stream, and refusing to provide finance to avert, 
minimize, and address the loss and damage 
associated with climate change in the worst-
affected countries.

The declared COP26 promises also reveal the 
developed world’s double standards. A group of 
20 countries, including the US, pledged to end 
public financing for “unabated” fossil-fuel 
projects, including those powered by coal, by the 
end of 2022. But the prohibition applies only to 
international projects, not domestic ones. 
Significantly, the US and several other signatories 
refused to join the 23 countries that separately 
committed to stop new coal-power projects 
within their borders and phase out existing coal 
infrastructure.

But even if the pledges in Glasgow had been more 

solid, rich-country governments, in particular, face 
a major credibility problem. They have previously 
made too many empty climate promises, 
undermining the interests of developing countries 
that have contributed little to climate change. 
Advanced economies have made emissions-
reduction commitments that they have not kept, 
and reneged on their assurances to developing 
countries regarding not only climate finance but 
also technology transfer.

The climate finance commitment is now 12 years 
old. At COP15 in Copenhagen, advanced economies 
promised to provide $100 billion per year to the 
developing world, and the 2015 Paris climate 
agreement made it clear that all developing 
countries would be eligible for such financing. This 
amount is trivial relative to developing countries’ 
need, which is in the trillions of dollars, and also 
when compared to the vast sums that rich countries 
have spent on fiscal and monetary support for their 
economies during the COVID-19 pandemic.

But the developed world has not fulfilled even this 
relatively modest pledge. In 2019, total climate 
finance channeled to developing countries was less 
than $80 billion; the average amount each year 
since 2013 was only $67 billion. And this figure 
massively overstated the actual flows from 
developed-country governments, because 
bilateral public climate finance (which should have 
been provided to the developing world under the 
Paris accord) averaged less than $27 billion per 
year. The remainder came from multilateral 
institutions – including development banks – and 
private finance, which rich-country governments 
sought to take credit for mobilizing. Compared to 
this paltry sum, global fossil-fuel subsidies 
amounted to an estimated $555 billion per year 
from 2017 to 2019.

Likewise, the rich world’s promises of green 
technology transfer have become mere lip service. 
Developed-country governments allowed domestic 
companies to cling to intellectual-property rights 
that block the spread of critical knowledge for 
climate mitigation and adaptation. When countries 
like China and India have sought to encourage their 
own renewable-energy industries, the US, in 
particular, has filed complaints with the World 
Trade Organization.

This short-sighted strategy ultimately benefits no 
one, including the firms whose immediate financial 
interests it serves, because it accelerates the 
planet’s destruction and the revenge of nature on 
what now appears to be terminally stupid 
humanity. The student and activist marches in 
Glasgow against this myopic approach are 
important, but are nowhere near enough to force 
governments to change course.

The problem is that powerful corporate interests 
are clearly intertwined with political leadership. 
People around the world, and especially in the 
Global North, must become much more vociferous 
in insisting on meaningful climate action and a real 
change in economic strategy that resonates beyond 
national borders. Only that can end the rich world’s 
green hypocrisy and save us all.

Jayati Ghosh, Executive Secretary of International 
Development Economics Associates, is Professor of 
Economics at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst and a member of the Independent 
Commission for the Reform of International 
Corporate Taxation.
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The Rich World’s Climate Hypocrisy

By Jayati Ghosh

Minister Isaac Doe, 
the woman beater
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EW YORK – When Tesla CEO Elon Musk promoted the Dogecoin and Bitcoin 

Ncryptocurrencies, their prices shot up. While some countries are taking a wait-and-
see attitude toward private digital money, El Salvador has embraced Bitcoin as an 

official currency. And the New York State Department of Financial Services (NYDFS) has 
been busy issuing licenses (and collecting fees) to people who want to create and trade 
cryptocurrencies. Taking the opposite tack, China has recently banned both the mining of 
cryptocurrencies and their use as a medium of exchange.

Given the diverse policy responses, how should we assess the social costs and benefits of 
different types of digital currency? Let us consider free-floating cryptocurrencies, 
stablecoins, and central bank digital currencies (CBDCs).

The prices of free-floating cryptocurrencies – of which Bitcoin is the most famous example 
– are not anchored to any other asset. Despite their rapid growth, it is important to 
remember that cryptocurrencies have no intrinsic fundamental value and are therefore 
vulnerable to price crashes.

The recent run-up in cryptocurrency prices recalls the seventeenth-century tulip price 
bubble in the Netherlands, when an initial price increase attracted more buyers to the 
market, pushing up prices further. But, as with the tulip mania, some seemingly random 
news in the future could end the cryptocurrency boom, triggering a downward price spiral 
as existing owners rush to the exit.

One attraction of cryptocurrencies for investors and speculators is that they resemble a 
lottery ticket – while the potential loss is limited to what you pay for it, the potential gains 
could be enormous. Although we lack precise data on who is trading cryptocurrencies, 
research on lottery tickets suggests that less wealthy investors are more likely to be 
attracted to this market. Crypto exchanges like Coinbase have made buying 
cryptocurrencies as easy as buying a lottery ticket, with the minimum trade as low as $2. 
This means any future price crash is likely to hurt the segment of society least able to 
afford a drop in their savings.

In contrast to free-floating cryptocurrencies, stablecoins’ value is pegged to either an 
official currency such as the US dollar or Japanese yen, or to a precious commodity like 
gold or oil, and thus have a natural anchor for their prices. But investors should first ask 
whether a stablecoin issuer is backing their coin fully with the equivalent amount of 
underlying assets. Otherwise, the stablecoin’s intrinsic value should reflect the risk that, 
in a major market crash, the coin provider may not have sufficient reserves to convert all 
their coins to high-quality assets without imposing a haircut on the promised value.

Even stablecoin providers who promise to hold full collateral should have their reserves 
regularly and independently audited. Entities such as NYDFS that issue operating licenses 
to coin providers typically do not perform such a function.

In countries that have a history of high inflation or hyperinflation, such as some in Latin 
America and Africa, there may be a case for using stablecoins as a medium of exchange. 
But for most countries with a reasonably well managed monetary policy, stablecoins could 
undermine policy effectiveness by making the overall liquidity in the economy less 
controllable by central banks. Moreover, both stablecoins and free-floating 
cryptocurrencies can be, and have been, used to launder money and for other illicit 
financial transactions.

Last but not least, national interests may clash. In December 2020, for example, NYDFS 
approved GYEN, a stablecoin pegged to the yen. GYEN is considered by New York State a 
digital financial innovation that generates revenue and employment for the state. But if 
this stablecoin were to gain significant traction as a medium of exchange in Japan, then its 
potential costs – including a loss of seigniorage revenue and reduced effectiveness of 
Japanese monetary policy – would be felt there.

CBDCs are a much better bet. For starters, they can save governments billions of dollars by 
removing the need to circulate and maintain notes and coins. The United States, for 
example, currently spends more than $1 billion each year on minting, printing, and 
maintaining coins and paper notes. The savings that would result from introducing an 
official digital dollar could be deployed for other socially useful programs – such as 
providing free Medicaid to the 31.1 million Americans who are not covered by any 
medical-insurance program, or funding the National Endowment for the Arts five times 
over.

Because CBDCs are also a means of payment that could be used instead of a credit card, 
they can exert pressure on existing payment providers to become more efficient and 
reduce their transaction fees. Consumers and businesses alike will benefit.

Moreover, because official digital currencies are issued by central banks, they do not 
compromise the effectiveness of monetary policy. And while all digital payment and 
transaction systems raise questions about data security and the protection of personal 
information, CBDCs have as good a chance as their private-sector alternatives of 
addressing these concerns.

While CBDCs will help to improve the financial system’s efficiency, free-floating 
cryptocurrencies do not have a bright future and carry the risk of financial instability. 
Stablecoins are somewhere in between. For these reasons, we should not be surprised to 
see more countries over the next few years ban free-floating cryptocurrencies as a 
medium of exchange, roll out official digital currencies, and impose strict regulations on 
stablecoins.

Shang-Jin Wei, a former chief economist at the Asian Development Bank, is Professor of 
Finance and Economics at Columbia Business School and Columbia University’s School of 
International and Public Affairs.
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OSTON – Global supply chains used to be the last thing policymakers worried about. The topic 

Bwas largely the concern of academics, who studied the possible efficiency gains and potential 
risks associated with this aspect of globalization. Although Japan’s Fukushima nuclear 

disaster in 2011 had demonstrated how supply-chain disruptions could impact the global economy, 
few anticipated how central the problem could become.

Not anymore. Today’s supply-chain bottlenecks are creating shortages, propping up inflation, and 
preoccupying policymakers around the world.

US President Joe Biden’s administration deserves credit for recognizing that supply chains are key 
to future economic security. In February 2021, Biden issued an executive order directing several 
federal agencies to secure and strengthen the American supply chain; and in June, the White House 
published a 100-day review on “Building Resilient Supply Chains, Revitalizing American 
Manufacturing, and Fostering Broad-Based Growth.”

This 250-page report contains many important proposals. Some are already part of the broader 
discussion on improving the US workforce’s skills and the economy’s capacity for innovation. Other 
ideas have been circulating for a while in international relations and security studies; for example, 
the document considers the national-security implications of defense and other critical industries’ 
reliance on imported inputs.

But the review’s most important contribution is its observation that global supply chains have 
imposed various social costs: “Our private sector and public policy approach to domestic 
production, which for years prioritized efficiency and low costs over security, sustainability and 
resilience, has resulted in supply chain risks.” The review then asks whether hyper-globalized 
supply chains are so great for economic efficiency after all.

The default position among economists is “yes, they are.” When two firms enter into a transaction 
in which each will gain something, that is good for both firms and also probably for the rest of the 
economy, owing to the resulting efficiency improvements and cost reductions. Whether this 
involves a US manufacturer offshoring the production of some inputs to a Chinese firm is beside the 
point.

Yet supply chains can pose a danger to an economy in two important ways (beyond the defense-
related concerns mentioned above). The more complex a supply chain becomes, the greater the 
economic risks. A break in any link can affect the whole chain and send prices surging if it creates 
sudden shortages of a necessary input.

The worst-case scenario is when a failure in one part of the chain triggers domino effects, bringing 
down other firms and bringing the entire sector to a standstill. Logically, this scenario is similar to 
what one finds in financial networks, where the failure of one bank can push others into insolvency 
or even bankruptcy, as happened in 2008 following the collapse of Lehman Brothers.

In principle, because uncertainty is costly, businesses will take these risks into account when 
deciding to build supply chains. In practice, however, there are good economic reasons why firms 
may overextend their supply chains. For one thing, firms will account for their own risk, but not for 
the systemic effects they are creating, nor for the risks they are imposing on other firms or the 
entire economy.

Moreover, when global competition creates powerful incentives to reduce costs, even small price 
differences offered by foreign suppliers can become attractive, especially in the short term. In this 
age of stock-market options and hefty bonuses, financial interests also factor into managers’ 
considerations. CEOs enjoy immediate compensation when they can achieve cost reductions and 
increase profits, whereas the significant costs of future uncertainty – or even bankruptcy – will 
likely be someone else’s problem.

A second way that companies may overextend their supply chain is subtler but no less important. 
The problem, the White House review notes, is that “the United States has taken certain features of 
global markets – especially the fear that companies and capital will flee to wherever wages, taxes 
and regulation are lowest – as inevitable.” This statement echoes economist Dani Rodrik’s prescient 
observation that globalization is not just about trade in goods and services; it is also about the 
sharing of rents. As such, the globalization of supply chains is an integral part of the shifting balance 
between capital and labor.

The most straightforward mechanism for this process is the offshoring of inputs, the mere threat of 
which can be used by managers to keep wages low. This happens on both ends of the offshoring 
transaction: US companies can pay less to their employees by expanding their supply chain to 
countries (such as China or Vietnam) where wages are already lower as a result of lax labor 
regulations.

A fragmented supply chain may also make it more difficult for workers to organize for collective 
bargaining, creating yet another benefit for businesses. Companies may even reap tax advantages 
from globalizing their supply chain, if doing so allows them to book profits in lower-tax 
jurisdictions.

This second reason is problematic for the US economy as well. It suggests that managers will tend to 
globalize their companies’ supply chains even when doing so is not more efficient, simply because 
doing so allows them to shift rents away from workers and toward shareholders. Not only does this 
create an excessively overextended supply chain; it also distorts the income distribution by 
suppressing wages, especially for low- and middle-skill workers.

The White House report proposes keeping more of the supply chain in the US, especially in 
manufacturing. But how can this be achieved? A two-pronged approach would be the most 
effective. First, the need for meaningful inducements for businesses to invest in their domestic 
supply chains implies that the tax advantages of offshoring inputs should be eliminated, and the 
opportunities for labor-regulation arbitrage should be curtailed.

But other, more fundamental changes are also needed. The global supply-chain mess is an 
opportunity for the US to have a broader conversation about the economy and what it is for. As long 
as CEOs remain obsessed with short-term stock-market performance, bolstered by the ideology of 
“shareholder value,” they will seek ways to shift rents away from their workers, whatever the risks.

Daron Acemoglu, Professor of Economics at MIT, is co-author (with James A. Robinson) of Why 
Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity and Poverty and The Narrow Corridor: States, 
Societies, and the Fate of Liberty.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Digital Finance Without Cryptocurrencies

By Shang-Jin Wei

The Supply-Chain Mess

By Daron Acemoglu
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F
i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r  
Samuel D. Tweh has 
disclosed here that 

government is spending 
US$1.5 mill ion on the 
celebration of the country’s 
bicentennial.

He told a live interview on 
state broadcaster ELBC 

Wednesday, 2 March 2022 
which was also aired on other 
local media institutions that 
the government has only 
budgeted US$1.5 million to 
be used exclusively for the 

uesday, March 1st 

Thas been observed 
throughout Africa as 

Africa Day of School Feeding. 
T h e  A f r i c a n  U n i o n  
inaugurated the day to 
recognize school meals as the 
world’s most widely used 
safety net with a vital role in 
education. 

The theme of this 7th 
Africa Day of School Feeding 
event is: "Nutrition and 
human capital development 
in Africa through increased 
investment in home grown 
school feeding”. This year the 
d a y  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  
devastating impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the 
nutr it ion,  health,  and 
education of school-age 
chi ldren and on rural  
livelihoods and food systems.

The majority (80 percent) 
of African school meals 
programmes are funded by 
national governments. In 
Liberia in recent years, 
Canada, Mastercard, Sodexo, 
and other private donors have 
supported WFP's school 
feeding programmes.

On the outskirts  of 
Monrovia, WFP Liberia’s 
school meals programme is 
b o o s t i n g  c l a s s r o o m  
attendance at Wein Town 

celebration which he believes 
will enhance unity and peace 
here.

Mr. Tweh noted that all those 
accusing the government of 
spending US$5 million on the 
bicentennial celebration are 
playing propaganda with the 
amount budgeted for the 
bicentennial. 

“The original and real amount 
for the bicentennial is 1.5 
million. Anything you hear is just 
propaganda. Somebody will ask, 
it’s legitimate to spend 1.5 
million on bicentennial? I say 

Public School (WTPS), thanks to 
the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China for a generous 
donation of food assistance that 
has helped to improve students’ 
enrolment and learning statuses 
a m i d s t  r e p e a t e d  C O V I D  
outbreaks in Liberia. According 
to PTA Chairlady, Velma Clark, 
students and parent-teacher 
a s soc i a t i on s  ( PTA )  have  
embraced school meals as a 
“true magnet” to encourage 
students to go to class.

Student, Lisa of Wein Town 

yes. Because it’s more than 
legitimate,” said Minister 
Tweh.

Liberia is observing a year - 
long celebration of 200 years 
of the existence of the 
country since the first batch 
of free black slaves from the 
United States landed here in 
1822.

The bicentennial activities 
were kicked off in early 
January this year on the 
historic Providence Island 
where the free slaves landed, 
and the year - long program 
was officially launched last 
month at the Samuel Kanyon 
Doe Sports Complex in 
Paynesville, Montserrado 
County. 

Minister Tweh said the 
government is opening the 
country up to the world during 
this period of celebration, 
adding that it’s a process not a 
one day thing.  

“We have many of our 
people coming back home. So 
the logistical money we spent 
to move people, pay for other 
services should not be used 
o v e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
importance of what was 
achieved here,’’ Minster Tweh 
urged.

Public School. Photo Credit: 
WFP Liberia/Andy Armah 
“Today, I am a proud, regular 
student not missing class 
anymore, thanks to WFP’s 
school feeding programme,” 
said fifth-grade student, Lisa. 
“When I am hungry and go to 
school, I sleep in class but 
when I eat, I don’t sleep 
throughout,” added Lisa.

The China-funded project 
provides take-home rations to 
55,250 pre-primary and 
primary school children and 
their household members in 

more headline news       more headline news 

h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  

Tt r a n s p o r t  h a s  
announced that it will 

embark on its first joint vehicle 
reg istrat ion compl iance 
enforcement exercise for 2022 
in Monrovia and its environs 
next week. 

The Director of Press and 
Public Affairs at the Ministry of 
Transport Mr. Lemuel O. 
Kleeme,says consistence with 
its statutory mandate and the 
Vehicle and Traffic law of 
Liberia 

Disclosing this in a news 
conference held at the 
ministry of Tuesday, March 01, 
2022, director of press and 
public affairs Lemuel O. 
Kleeme says the exercise will 
focus on vehicle registration to 
a u t h e n t i c a t e  p r o o f  o f  
ownership, vehicle security 
and identity to help in 
traceability whenever there 
are offenses or crimes.

He adds that the exercise 
will also focus on driver’s 
l icense to ensure that  
operators are qualified and 
duly licensed to drive across 
streets of Liberia.  

Director Kleeme indicates 
that the ministry has planned 
to conduct inspection of 
eligibility certificate to ensure 
that used or new cars 

dealerships, auto parts stores 
and other transport-related 
bu s i ne s s e s  a r e  l e ga l l y  
established consistent with 
laws.

“These exercises are geared 
toward ensuring that vehicles 
and or other transport related 
businesses are duly registered 
by law as well as generate 
revenue purposes.”  He 
explains.

He calls on vehicle owners 
and  t ranspor t -  re la ted  
businesses whose registration 
documents are expired, 
including new applicants to 
immediately proceed to the 
transport ministry to avoid the 
embarrassment.

He points out that during 
the exercise, vehicles in non-
compliance will be impounded 
and towed until registration is 
completed at the ministry.

The ministry of transport is 
responsible to perform the 
state management of road, 
rail, inland waterway, sea and 
air transports nationwide.

It was created by an Act of 
the National Legislature on 
August 25, 1987, to formulate 
and administer Liberia’s 
transport, insurance and 
maritime regulations and 
policies. Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

the three counties of Maryland, 
Nimba, and Montserrado.

Upon receiving school meals 
– be it in the form of traditional 
on-site feeding, home-grown 
school feeding, takehome 
rations or cash-based transfers 
–  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  a r e  
rejuvenated, show up regularly 
to class, and enjoy improved 
learning outcomes, while 
parents’ burden of providing 
lunch money lessens.

"This donation aims to 
improve the nutritional status 
of vulnerable school children 
and their families. China looks 
forward to working with WFP to 
he l p  ea se  t he  cu r r en t  
humanitarian crisis in Liberia. I 
believe that with this program 
b e i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
implemented, many school 

children and their families will 
enjoy better nutrition, better 
health as well as better lives," 
said Mr. Li Jiang, Economic and 
Commercial Counsellor of the 
Chinese Embassy in Monrovia.

“We are grateful for this 
generous contribution from 
China. The funding came at a 
critical time at which climate 
change and the COVID-19 
pandemic have increased food 
insecurity in Liberia,” said Hon. 
Ansu D. Sonii, Minister of 
Education for the Republic of 
Liberia.

WFP L iber ia’s  Country  
Director, Aliou Diongue, said: 
“WFP thanks the Government of 
China for their generous support 
in providing this safety net for 
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By Lincoln G. Peters

Govt’ spending US$1.5m on bicentennial
–Minister Tweh discloses

WFP School Meals a Magnet for Class Attendance

GOL begins vehicle registration 
enforcement next week

Transport Minister Samuel A. Wlue 
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Gender Minister Tarr inspires graduates of Grand Gedeh College
T

h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Gender, Children 
a n d  S o c i a l  

Protection Williametta E. 
Saydee Tarr has committed to 
providing scholarship to eight 

students of the Grand Gedeh 
County Community College in 
Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County 
to further their studies.

The eight beneficiaries 
include four males and four 
females, who earned duo 
s umma  cum l aude  i n  
Te a c h e r ' s  E d u c a t i o n ,  
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  B u s i n e s s  
Management and Public 
Administration, Science and 
Technology, and Health 
Sciences, respectively.

The Grand Gedeh County 
Community College on 

Saturday, February 26, 2022, 
graduated 84 students (58 males 
and 26 females) from various 
disciplines.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Minister Saydee-Tarr 
to ld  the graduates  that  
graduation is one of those steps 

in life that defines a coming of 
age – the ending of one era of life 
and moving on to a new stage in 
which she said, “You are a 
leader, a doer and an achiever in 
the world at large." 

"I am also sure that many of 
you have a firm plan and a good 
idea of what you want to do 
next, a dream and a lot of hope 
to get you there, and some of 
you are just amazed that you are 
finally graduating and getting 
out!!! Well, the time ahead will 
be exciting – and at times you 
might find life to be trying, but 

your parents, families, and 
your greater community will 
all be looking to see your 
determination to achieve your 
plans after you leave here - 
and this is mainly going to 
h a p p e n  t h r o u g h  
p e r s e v e r a n c e " ,  s h e  
continued.  

Sharing her personal 
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
graduates, the Minister 
narrates: "Let me share my 
dreams and aspirations with 
you as I journeyed through my 
academic sojourn: Experience 
thru the war years, not 
knowing if I would live or die, 
being hunted, simply because 
of my tribe. Surviving was no 
easy feat, but perseverance 
kicked in and I did. 

Before the opportunity 
came to travel to the US to 
c o m p l e t e  m y  c o l l e g e  
education, fresh out of high 
school, with nowhere to go, 
and at the times, with 
academic institutions being 
nonfunctional, I worked 
briefly for the Liberia 
National Police and then, with 
t h e  L i b e r i a  
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
Corporation, not having the 
slightest thought of advancing 
my education or serving our 
country in such capacity 
today. Again, the underlying 
factor was that which is 
embedded in us all - the first 
law of  nature -  se l f -
perseverance."

By Kruah Thompson 

Gender Min. Williametta E. Saydee Tarr

Tweh: No full list for gov’t domestic debt
i n a n c e  a n d  

FD e v e l o p m e n t  
Planning Minister 

Samuel D. Tweh, Jr., has told 
the Liberian Senate that the 
Government of Liberia does 
n o t  h a v e  a  f u l l  
comprehensive list of all its 
domestic debts owed from 
the era of the country’s first 
president, Joseph Jenkins 
Roberts  to  incumbent  
President George Manneh 
Weah’s administration.

A day before he is due to 
appear before the Liberian 
Senate, Mr. Tweh told state 
b r o a d c a s t e r  E L B C  o n  
Wednesday, 2 March 2022 
that government does not 
have all those documents 
requested concerning a 
comprehensive domestic 
debt of the country.

In the interview simulcast 
on other local radio stations 
here, Mr. Tweh however said 
the government is working 
with the General Auditing 
Commission (GAC) to have 
the full list of all government 
domestic debts cataloged.

According to Minister 
Tweh, a full list of domestic 

debt which was settled by the 
government was presented to 
the Liberian Senate in such a 
comprehensive manner.

He said after the payment of 
those debts, they received an 
additional claim from over 2000 
individuals and institutions who 
said the Government of Liberia 

was owing them.
Tweh said every institution 

and individual in Liberia who has 
c l a i m e d  g o v e r n m e n t  
i n d e b t e d n e s s  h a s  b e e n  
instructed to make their case to 
the GAC. He said GAC will audit 
and present the full list to the 

Ministry of Finance before 
payment is made.

 “We don’t have the 
capacity right now to pay 
anybody, therefore, we have 
instructed anyone that has 
problems on providing service 
to the government and they 
have not been paid to go to 

the GAC and make their claims 
with evidence,” Tweah 
explained. 

The GAC, he said, will tell 
the government abut a 
validated list that can be 
dealt with.

“We went back in history 

By Lincoln G. Peters

and this is the final list that you 
should pay from. However, right 
now we do not have that final 
list. What the senate wants is 
what the GAC is working on,’’ 
Mr. Tweah argued.

Meanwhile, Minister Tweh 
said the government will pay or 
look at the debt that was in 
e x i s t ence  f r om  f o rme r  
President Ellen Johnson – 
Sirleaf’s administration and 
look at which service was 
performed.

He detailed that the Ministry 
of Finance Debt Department 
has all the current data.

In a related development, 
Minister Tweh has expressed 
disappointment in Montserrado 
County Senator Abraham Darius 

Dillon for requesting him (Tweh) 
to appear before the Senate to 
explain Liberia’s domestic debt 
despite having provided the data 
previously to the Senate.

Minister Tweh accused 
Senator Dillon of playing 
politics. He suggested that the 
Government of Liberia is 
transforming the debt space 
which he claimed was under the 
table and Liberians had no 
knowledge about.

“Last year we spent 84 
million on domestic debts and 
we broke it down and presented 
the report to the Senate. Now 
Senator [is] asking to see me, it’s 
politics he is playing,” Minister 
Tweah claimed. 

UL Launches Department 
Starts from  page 12

Networking Technology.
Dr. Nelson noted that 

students will gain knowledge in 
cutting - edge technology such 
as Artificial Intelligence.

The UL president said the 
university will ensure that its 
DCIS program produces the best 
IT experts in Africa and the 
entire global village.

He also announced that the 
University of Liberia through its 
Faculty Senate, has approved a 
one - credit computer literacy 
course, adding that it is a 
required course for  a l l  
Freshmen students that will be 
coming to the university with 
the aim of preparing students 
for their academic journey in 
the 21st century teaching and 
learning environment.

Dr. Darren Wilkins, UL Vice 
President for Information 
Technology, said during the 
third and fourth year of the 
program, students are required 
to open their own businesses so 
that they do not just graduate 
as technicians, but they should 
be able to create jobs as 
entrepreneurs.

“It’s actually a practical 
program, a hands -  on 
program,” said Dr. Wilkins. 
Meanwh i l e ,  D r.  Wi l k i n s  
indicated that money is needed 
to have the environment that 
will equip students with 
practical skills so that the 
program is a hands - on 
program. 

Dr. James McClain, Dean of 
the Thomas J. Faulkner College 
of Science and Technology 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  n e w l y  
established academic program 
as unique within his College.

With the launch of the 
Computer Science program, Dr. 
McClain said the University of 
L i be r i a  w i l l  b e  t a k i n g  
computers from the black 
board and making it physical for 
students.

He said the College of 
Science and Technology will 
now be offering 14 distinct 
degree-granting programs with 
the launch of the DCIS. Among 
the programs offered by the 
college are Climate Change and 
Environmental Studies.

He believes that the study in 
Computer and Information 
Sciences programs will hugely 
impact the development 
agenda of Liberia.

Dr. Darl ington David, 
Chairman of the DCIS Program, 
UL, said through this program, 
the University of Liberia will be 
offering a wide range of 
academic options that will 
prepare students for the 
rapidly growing and growing 
field of computing.

He said the program aims to 
prepare students for flagship 
careers in computing with a 
commanding understanding of 
computer science, information 
systems and information 
technology.

“The program will provide 
opportunities in the applied 
knowledge while it’s still an 
enthusiasm for life - long 
learning,” he said.

According to Dr. David, all of 
the programs will have 
concentration in Computer 
S c i e n c e ,  I n f o r m a t i o n  
Technology,  Information 
Systems inc luding  Data 
Science, Cyber Security, 
Network Engineering, and 
Software Engineering, among 
others.

Cllr. Edward k. Goba, 
D e p u t y  P o s t  a n d  
Telecommunications Minister 
for Administration, serving as 
proxy for his boss, said the 
President of the University of 
Liberia Prof. Nelson could not 
have selected a better time to 
establish the DCIS program 
than now.

“As sector head, we are 
hav ing  [a ]  rough  t ime  
recruiting capable people to 
man our various IT properties,” 
he said, adding that as such, 
the Ministry is at all times 
knocking at the doors of other 
IT institutions.

Minister Goba said the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  Po s t  a n d  
Telecommunications is very 
happy about this new program 
at UL, and it is prepared to give 
its support. According to him, 
the 

DCIS program will help the 
ministry to enhance its effort 
in establishing forensic labs, 
particularly in cybercrime.
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La nouvelle selon laquelle le sous-ministre chargé du 
développement de la jeunesse au ministère de la Jeunesse et des 
Sports, Isaac Doe, a brutalement agressé une femme qui serait sa 
petite amie le week-end dernier est ignoble et très décevante. 
Comme il est dégoûtant qu'un haut fonctionnaire de 
l'administration Weah aille jusqu'à déshonorer la femme en 
public!

Cet acte grossier du chroniqueur contredit clairement le 
personnage qu'il incarne dans la célèbre émission intitulée 
Spoontalk, en tant qu'ardent partisan et promoteur des bonnes 
manières, de la bonne gouvernance et du respect de la dignité 
humaine, en particulier des femmes.

Selon une publication de Frontpageafrica, le PDG de Spoon 
Communication, Stanton Whiterspoon, a, avec effet immédiat, 
suspendu M. Isaac Doe de l'émission en direct, dans l'attente d'une 
enquête approfondie sur l'affaire.

Cependant, le gouvernement de Monrovia semble être 
manifestement silencieux sur la question, à l'exception du patron 
immédiat du ministre Doe, le ministre Zeogar Wilson, qui aurait 
reconnu l'incident, mais a révélé que les appels passés à Doe sont 
restés sans réponse. M. Wilson aurait également dit qu'aucune 
plainte officielle n'a été déposée contre son adjoint Doe. Il a 
toutefois condamné l’acte.

Le gouvernement dirigé par le CDC est un gouvernement 
intéressant. Il crie et condamne un péché en public et tente d'en 
cacher un autre, comme cela a été le cas en janvier quand un livre 
co-écrit par M. Isaac Vah Tukpa, l'ancien chef de cabinet du leader 
politique du Congrès national alternatif, M. Alexander B. 
Cummings, contenant des commentaires sexuellement explicites 
contre la Première Dame Clare Marie Weah et les femmes 
libériennes, a été publié. M. Cummings lui-même a condamné 
cela en public et s'est immédiatement séparé de Tukpa.

La ministre du Genre, Willimena Saydee Tarr, a immédiatement 
pris les ondes et a rallié les femmes pour condamner et protester 
contre l'auteur, tandis que l'assistant spécial du président Weah, 
Sekou Dareme et d'autres ont appelé à des poursuites.

Le livre est une agression écrite contre la première famille et les 
femmes du Libéria en général, mais l'incident impliquant le sous-
ministre Isaac Doe est une attaque physique contre une femme 
qui laisse des ecchymoses.
Depuis la publication du journal le lundi 28 février 2022, le 
gouvernement n'a pas encore fait de commentaire officiel contre 
le ministre pour avoir ridiculisé son bureau en agressant 
publiquement une femme sans aucun remords.

La situation impliquant le ministre Doe n'aurait pas attiré autant 
l'attention du public s'il n'avait pas été un fonctionnaire du 
gouvernement, qui devrait donner le bon exemple. Nous nous 
demandons quel message envoie-t-il à ses enfants, s'il en a, et aux 
enfants du Libéria en battant et en infligeant des ecchymoses à 
une femme qui est censée être sa petite amie ?

Nous appelons le ministère du Genre, les groupes de femmes tels 
que l'Association des femmes avocates du Libéria et tous ceux qui 
s'opposent à la violence sexuelle et sexiste à condamner l'acte et 
à traduire en justice le ministre Isaac Doe pour avoir agressé 
physiquement une femme. En outre, il devrait être suspendu 
immédiatement, dans l'attente d'une enquête complète pour que 
cela serve de mesure de dissuasion.

Éditorial
e  p ré s i den t  du  

Lpatronat libérien, M. 
Dominic Nimely, et le 

président de l’Association 
des commerçants peuls du 
Liberia, M. Mohammed Majah 
Barry, ont fait part de leur 
opposition à la politique 
numérique et électronique 
introduite par l’Autorité des 
Revenus du Liberia (LRA).

La politique de la LRA vise 

à promouvoir des résultats 
efficaces dans le secteur des 
affaires du Libéria grâce aux 
technologies de l'information 
(TI).

S 'expr imant lors  d 'une 
conférence de presse le mardi 
1er mars 2022, M. Nimely a 
affirmé que la politique 
numérique qui vise à déployer le 
système intégré de gestion 
financière vise à dissuader les 

entrepreneurs de faire des 
affaires dans le pays.

Il a dit que la LRA vend 
maintenant des ordinateurs 
aux entreprises à 700 USD, 
400 USD et 350 USD, entre 
autres, comme cela se fait 
dans les supermarchés et 
d 'autres grandes zones 
commerciales du pays.

Nimely reproche à la LRA 

e Sénat libérien a 

Linvité le ministre des 
Finances et de la 

P l a n i f i c a t i o n  d u  
développement, Samuel 
Tweah, à comparaître devant 
la plénière ce jeudi 3 mars 
2022 pour fournir des 
explications détaillées sur les 
de t te s  i n té r i eu re s  e t  
extérieures du Libéria.

La décision du sénat fait 
suite à une communication 
du sénateur du comté de 
Montserrado, Abraham Darius 
Dillon, qui demande à la 
p lén ière  d’ inv i ter  les  

autorités du ministère des 
Finances pour fournir des 
informations détaillées sur le 
portefeui l le de la dette 
intérieure et extérieure du pays.

Dillon s'est dit préoccupé par 
le fait que le ministère des 
Finances et de la Planification du 
développement donne un chiffre 
global comme quoi c’est la dette 
à payer. Il veut que le ministère 
indique la liste des fournisseurs, 
les services qu'ils ont fournis et 
s’il y a eu appel d’offre avant 
d’engager ces fournisseurs et 
quel est le montant spécifique 
qu’on doit à chaque fournisseur.

Le ministère a cependant 
s o u m i s  u n e  l i s t e  d e  
fournisseurs et des montants 
dus à chaque membre du 
sénat par la suite.

Le ministre des Finances 
et de la Planification du 
développement a récemment 
été sommé de comparaitre au 
Sénat libérien pour apporter 
des éclaircissements sur les 
120 millions de dollars des 
de t te s  i n té r i eu re s  e t  
extérieures que doit l’Etat du 
Libéria. Le vice-ministre des 
Finances chargé des Affaires 
fiscales, Samora Wolokolie, 
qui représentait le ministère 
la semaine dernière, a été 
expulsé pour avoir porté des 
habits inappropriés.

Le gouvernement, par 
l'intermédiaire du ministère 
des Finances et de la 
P l a n i f i c a t i o n  d u  
développement, a informé la 
Plénière que sur le montant 
total dû aux fournisseurs, 
84,95 millions de dollars, soit 
70,8 %, ont été affectés au 
service de la dette intérieure 
pour payer les intérêts sur les 
instruments aux banques 
commerciales et à la Banque 
centrale du Libéria ainsi que 
l e s  r é c l a m a t i o n s  d e s  
vendeurs confirmées par le 
tribunal et les réclamations 
des vendeurs réguliers qui ont 
atteint le montant de 705,09 

2022                              

Nous condamnons la violence faite aux femmes 
et dénonçons l’acte cruel du ministre Isaac Doe

"Nous ne sommes pas esclaves du 
gouvernement", les commerçants

Le Sénat demande des explications
 sur les dettes de Liberia

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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d’avoir mis en œuvre le 
programme et la politique 
sans informer les entreprises 
qui sont pourtant des parties 
prenantes.

« Nous demandons au 
gouvernement du Libéria et à 
la LRA, de ne pas nous 
imposer de politique ou de loi 
car en tant que des parties 
prenantes, nous voulons nous 
assurer que nos points de vue 
sont respectés », a déclaré M. 
Nimely.

Il a qualifié de très 
mauvaise pour le Libéria la 
politique mise en place par la 
LRA, tout en avertissant que 
le pays n’a pas d'électricité 
stable et fiable.

Selon lui, la nouvelle 
politique est apparue après 
que la LRA a demandé aux 
entreprises d'acheter des 
ordinateurs qu’elle vend. Sur 
ces ordinateurs est installé un 
système qui pourra lui 
permettre de générer des 
recettes pour l’Etat.

« Cette même politique a 
été testée en Sierra Leone, 
mais elle ne s'est pas 
concrétisée en raison de 
l'instabilité de la situation 
dans le pays. Mais on s’en tête 
de mettre ça en œuvre ici », a 
expliqué Nimely.

2022                              

d é v e l o p p e m e n t ,  l e  
gouvernement du Libéria est 
redevable à diverses banques 
commerciales d'un montant de 
109,4 millions de dollars 
américains par l'émission de 
divers instruments et d'autres 
avances directes. 

millions de dollars au 31 
décembre 2021, tandis que 
35,05 millions de dollars 
représentent les services de 
la dette extérieure.

Selon le ministère des 
F i n a n c e s  e t  d e  l a  
P l a n i f i c a t i o n  d u  

Pour lui, toute la situation est 
un affront à l’égard du patronat 
et des commerçants. C’est la 
preuve que la LRA s’est foutu 
éperdument du monde des 
affaires tout au long du 
processus de la prise de décision 
et d'élaboration des politiques. 
Pourtant normalement, selon 
lui, les deux parties devraient 
t r a v a i l l e r  e n  t a n t  q u e  
partenaires pour assurer le 
succès de l’Etat. 

« Nous leur conseillons 
d'étudier cette politique et 
d'arrêter de nous l'imposer car 
cette politique entraînera la 
fermeture et poussera des 
Libériens à faire des affaires 
dans d'autres domaines », a-t-il 
mis en garde.

Donnant des informations sur 
la politique en question et une 
réunion qu’ils ont eue avec la 
LRA, le président de l'Association 
des entreprises peules du 
Libéria, M. Mohammed Barrey, a 
expliqué que comme ils n’ont pas 
été informés de l’élaboration 
d’une telle politique, ils ne l'ont 
pas acceptée en raison de 
plusieurs facteurs.

La réunion, selon lui, s’est 
terminée en queue de poisson. Il 
n’y a pas eu d’accord global. 
Mais la LRA aurait promis de les 
r a p p e l e r  p o u r  d i s c u t e r  
davantage.

Commentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022. www.project-syndicate.org 

EW DELHI – Beaucoup de gens dans le monde 

Nconsidèrent déjà que la Conférence des Nations 
Unies sur le changement climatique (COP26) à 

Glasgow a été décevante. C'est vraiment peu de le dire 
! Les dirigeants mondiaux – en particulier dans le 
monde développé – ne parviennent toujours pas à saisir 
la gravité du défi climatique. Bien qu'ils reconnaissent 
sa gravité et son urgence dans leurs discours, ils 
poursuivent pour la plupart des intérêts nationaux à 
court terme et font des promesses « zéro émission 
nette » sans prendre aucun engagement clair ni 
immédiat pour l'avenir.

Pire encore, les déclarations de nombreux dirigeants 
des pays riches à Glasgow sont en contradiction avec 
leurs stratégies climatiques actuelles et avec ce qu'ils 
déclarent dans d'autres contextes. Ainsi, pendant que 
les dirigeants du G7 au sommet ont publié des 
engagements verts décevants pour plusieurs 
décennies à venir, ils se sont chargés d'autoriser et de 
permettre davantage d'investissements dans les 
combustibles fossiles qui génèreront une production 
supplémentaire de ces produits et des émissions de gaz 
à effet de serre à moyen terme.

Par exemple, le véritable gouvernement américain 
peut-il vraiment annoncer sa position en toute 
franchise ? Dans son récent discours de Glasgow, le 
président Joe Biden a déclaré : « alors que nous voyons 
l'instabilité actuelle des prix de l'énergie, plutôt que 
de considérer cela comme une raison de revenir sur nos 
objectifs en matière d'énergie propre, nous devons 
cela considérer comme un appel à l'action ». En effet, 
« les prix élevés de l'énergie ne font que renforcer la 
n é c e s s i t é  u r g e n t e  d e  d i v e r s i f i e r  l e s  
approvisionnements, de doubler la mise sur les 
énergies propres et d'adapter de nouvelles 
technologies prometteuses en matière d'énergies 
propres. »

Mais à peine trois jours plus tard, l'administration 
Biden a affirmé que l'OPEP+ met en danger la reprise 
économique mondiale en n'augmentant pas la 
production de pétrole. Elle a même averti que les 
États-Unis sont prêts à utiliser « tous les outils » 
nécessaires pour réduire les prix du carburant.

C'est l'un des exemples les plus flagrants d'hypocrisie 
climatique de la part d'un dirigeant de pays 
développés, mais ce n'est en aucun cas le seul. Et la 
duplicité s'étend aux débats de la COP26 eux-mêmes, 
où les négociateurs des pays en développement 
constatent apparemment que les positions des 
économies avancées dans les réunions à huis clos sont 
assez différentes de leurs positions publiques.

Les pays riches, qui sont à ce jour responsables de la 
plus grande part des émissions mondiales de dioxyde 
de carbone, hésitent sur des engagements de longue 
date pour fournir des financements climatiques aux 
pays en développement. Ils résistent également à une 
proposition de définition opérationnelle qui les 
empêcherait de manipuler ce qui compte en matière 
de financement climatique. Et ils continuent de traiter 
l'adaptation au changement climatique comme une 
filière distincte et refusent de fournir des 
financements pour prévenir, minimiser et remédier 
aux pertes et aux dégâts associés au changement 
climatique dans les pays les plus touchés.

Les promesses explicites de la COP26 révèlent 
également une politique du type « deux poids, deux 
mesures » adoptée par les pays développés. Un groupe 
de 20 pays, dont les États-Unis, s'est engagé à mettre 
fin au financement public de projets de combustibles 
fossiles « de même intensité », notamment à ceux 
alimentés au charbon, d'ici la fin 2022. Mais cette 
interdiction ne s 'applique qu'aux projets 
internationaux, pas aux projets nationaux. De manière 
significative, les États-Unis et plusieurs autres 
signataires ont refusé de rejoindre les 23 pays qui se 
sont engagés séparément à arrêter de nouveaux 
projets d'énergie houillère à l'intérieur de leurs 
frontières et à éliminer progressivement les 

infrastructures houillères existantes.

Mais même si les promesses de Glasgow avaient été plus 
solides, les gouvernements des pays riches, en particulier, 
sont confrontés à un problème majeur de crédibilité. Ils 
ont déjà fait trop de promesses non tenues sur le climat, 
sapant ainsi les intérêts des pays en développement qui 
ont peu contribué au changement climatique. Les 
économies avancées ont pris des engagements de 
réduction des émissions qu'elles n'ont pas tenus et ont 
manqué à leur parole envers les pays en développement 
non seulement au sujet du financement du climat, mais 
également en matière de transfert de technologie.

L'engagement de financement du climat a maintenant 12 
ans. Lors de la COP15 de Copenhague, les économies 
avancées ont promis de fournir 100 milliards de dollars par 
an aux pays en développement et l'Accord de Paris sur le 
climat de 2015 a clairement indiqué que tous les pays en 
développement seraient éligibles à un tel financement. Ce 
montant est insignifiant par rapport aux besoins des pays 
en développement, qui se chiffrent en milliers de milliards 
de dollars et également par rapport aux sommes 
considérables que les pays riches ont dépensées pour un 
soutien budgétaire et monétaire à leurs économies durant 
la pandémie de COVID-19.

Mais le monde développé n'a pas tenu cet engagement 
relativement modeste. En 2019, le financement 
climatique total alloué aux pays en développement était 
de moins de 80 milliards de dollars ; le montant moyen par 
an depuis 2013 n'était que de 67 milliards de dollars. Et ce 
chiffre a largement surestimé les flux réels des 
gouvernements des pays développés, parce que le 
financement public bilatéral du climat (qui aurait dû être 
fourni au monde en développement dans le cadre de 
l'Accord de Paris) était en moyenne inférieur à 27 milliards 
de dollars par an. Le reste provenait d'institutions 
multilatérales – dont les banques de développement – et 
de financements privés, dont les gouvernements des pays 
riches ont cherché à s'attribuer le mérite pour les avoir 
levés. Par rapport à cette somme dérisoire, les 
subventions mondiales aux combustibles fossiles ont 
représenté environ 555 milliards de dollars par an entre 
2017 et 2019.

De même, les promesses de transfert de technologies 
vertes des pays riches ne sont plus que de simples 
promesses en l'air. Les gouvernements des pays développés 
ont permis aux entreprises nationales de se cramponner 
aux droits de propriété intellectuelle qui bloquent la 
diffusion de connaissances essentielles en matière 
d'atténuation et d'adaptation du climat. Lorsque des pays 
comme la Chine et l'Inde ont cherché à encourager leurs 
propres industries d'énergies renouvelables, les États-
Unis, en particulier, ont déposé des plaintes auprès de 
l'Organisation mondiale du commerce.

Cette stratégie à court terme ne profite en fin de compte à 
personne, ni même aux entreprises dont elles défendent 
les intérêts financiers immédiats, car elles accélèrent la 
destruction de la planète et la vengeance de la nature sur 
ce qui semble être aujourd'hui une humanité à la stupidité 
incurable. Les manifestations étudiantes et militantes à 
Glasgow contre cette approche myope sont importantes, 
mais elles sont loin d'être suffisantes pour forcer les 
gouvernements à changer de cap.

Le problème vient de ce que les intérêts des entreprises 
puissantes sont clairement liés au leadership politique. 
Les peuples du monde entier, et en particulier du monde 
du Nord, doivent devenir beaucoup plus véhéments et 
insister sur une action climatique significative et sur un 
véritable changement de stratégie économique qui trouve 
un écho delà des frontières nationales. C'est seulement de 
cette manière que l'on pourra mettre fin à l'hypocrisie 
verte du monde riche et nous sauver tous.

Jayati Ghosh, Secrétaire exécutive de International 
Development Economics Associates, professeur 
d'économie à University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
membre de The Independent Commission for the Reform 
of International Corporate Taxation - (ICRICT).
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L'hypocrisie des pays 
riches sur le climat

Par Jayati Ghosh

"Nous ne sommes pas esclaves

Le Sénat demande 

Guerre en Ukraine: l’UE dément tout traitement 
raciste envers les ressortissants africains
L

’Union africaine s’est 
d i t e  l u n d i  s o i r  
préoccupée par le 

traitement infligé à ces 
ressortissants qui souhaitent 
quitter l’Ukraine. Pour 
l’Union européenne, il n’y a 
aucune  d i s c r im inat ion  
avérée. Le service européen 
pour l’action extérieure 
dirigé par Josep Borrell a 
échangé ce mardi à ce sujet 
avec les autorités des deux 
pays.

Varsovie rejette ce mardi 
1er mars les accusations de 
racisme. « La Pologne aide 
tout le monde quelle que soit 
sa nationalité, son ethnie ou 
sa race », assurent les 
autorités polonaises. Pour 
l’UE, il n’y a pas de 
discrimination avérée que ce 
soit en Pologne ou en 

Ukraine.
Ces ressortissants africains 

victimes de comportements 
r a c i s t e s  a u x  f r o n t i è r e s  
ukrainiennes ne sont-ils que des 
cas isolés ? C’est ce que sous-
entend à RFI Stefano Sannino, le 
secrétaire général du service 
e u r o p é e n  p o u r  l ’ a c t i o n  
extérieure, qui rappelle que 
près de 700 000 ont déjà fui le 
pays.« On a parlé, soit avec le 
gouvernement ukrainien, soit 
avec le gouvernement polonais 
pour être certain qu’il n’y ait pas 
de discriminations et d’attitudes 
discriminatoires vis-à-vis des 
ressortissants africains », 
explique-t-il.

L’Union européenne a tenu à 
rassurer sur ce point l’Union 
africaine qui s’était inquiétée 
lundi dans un communiqué du 
traitement de ces ressortissants. 
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LIBERIANS    DEBATE
Senator-elect J. Brownie Samukai has forfeited his seat by law following his conviction by the Court along with two others for using soldiers’ pension money 

totaling over a million United States Dollars without restitution during the administration of former President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. He was subsequently sentenced 
for two years by the Supreme Court of Liberia, but President George Manneh Weah recently suspended the sentence to enable Samukai to refund the amount hence, 
the National Legislature has declared the Lofa County senatorial seat vacant and accordingly informed the National Elections Commission. The NEC has submitted a 
budget of approximately US$2 million to conduct by-election in Lofa County to replace Samukai, who won the seat during the December 8, 2021 Senatorial Election.

The New Dawn randomly samples views of some citizens in Monrovia about the entire Samukai dilemma that has denied him of representing the people of Lofa in 
the senate, as compiled below. 

By Naneka Hoffman

James Jaleibah

“ F r o m  a l l  t h e  
investigations conducted, Mr. 
Samukai did admit he took 
money that was for the AFL 
solders and he [used it on 
something elsewhere]. I may 
rule that it is a violation of 
the Law and misapplication of 
f i n a n c e s ;  S a m u k a i  

misapplied.  If   the Government   
comes back and say they will pay 
back the money, it doesn’t mean 
well. It doesn’t send out a good 
model out there.  So, one has the 
moral rectitude to condemn 
such act because it is like you are 
breeding corruption within the 
society.’’

Yakeh Kolubah

“I am very disappointed in 
the government because the 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  g a v e  
Samukai’s clearance, it 
means he was qualified to run 
as a candidate in Lofa County. 
Samukai won with [about] 20, 
000 votes.  Some of the 
reasons I am disappointed in 

the government is because the 
government said they will pay 
the money after which Samukai 
will repay. The Government is 
wrong for saying that.  If you say 
somebody is a thief, do not help 
to buttress the person to pay, 
that means you are encouraging 
the person to steal more.”

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!

Prosperous Varney Fahnbulleh

“Let me congratulate the 
President for his stance that 
he took [to repay the money 
and suspending Samukai’s 
two-year sentence] this gone 
time for the stability of the 
peace of our Land. Because 

over the years, people were 
marginalized, oppressed, 
depressed, and suppressed 
because of dissatisfaction, not 
to be inclusive of a policy 
making in the government 

when it comes to democracy. I 
think it is a good decision and it’s 
timely. We are discussing the 
stability and the peace of this 
Land. We do not want the peace 
to be fragile peace.’’

 Musa Konneh

“The President of Liberia 
George M. Weah, was in the 
right direction by providing or 
suspending former Defense 
Minister Brownie Samukai’s 
sentence. The reason is 
sample, if President Weah did 

help in handling Brownie 
Samukai’s sentence for two 
years, how will Samukai find 
the money to pay back, 
because the most important 
thing is to pay back the money 
for the AFL people to get their 

money back. At least since the 
President suspended Samukai 
jail term for two years, he can 
take the two years to get the 
money and pay back to 
government revenue.’’

“The government is not ready 
for business; how will Samukai 
misuse the money for AFL 
soldiers and then the same 
government is saying it will pay 
the money then Samukai will pay 
back. This Government is not 
ready for business; secondly, this 
decision at this time really 
undermines the trust and 
confidence the Liberian people 
place in them.’’   

Selekie Konneh
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F
inance Minister 
Samuel D. Tweah 
has expressed 

dismay over the National 
Elections Commission’s 
( N E C )  r e q u e s t  f o r  
US$1.9m to conduct a 
senatorial by - election in 
Lofa County, vowing that 
he will ensure that the 
budget is cut down 
because the money is too 
much.

He told a live interview 
on state broadcaster ELBC 
Wednesday, 2 March 2022 

that he will make sure 
that the 1.9 million 
budget submitted by the 
NEC be cut down because 
there are unit coast to 

everything, adding that for him 
Liberia should not be thinking on 
anything called by-election.

Minister Tweah expressed 
serious dismay and frowned over 
the huge amount requested by 
the NEC to just to fill a Senate 
seat in the county.

Former Defense Minister 
Brownie Samukai was elected to 
the post in Lofa in 2020, but he 
was prohibited from taking seat 
at the Legislature after being 
convicted by the Courts here of 
criminal charges over the 
unlawful spending of the 
personal pension saving funds of 
personnel of the Armed Forces of 

Liberia (AFL) during his term at 
the ministry.

According to Minister Tweah, 
the US$1.9 million requested for 
to conduct the by - election is 

huge and needs to be cut.
‘“When she (NEC chairperson 

Davidetta Brown - Lansanah) was 
not commissioner, I fought with 
the past commission over the 
same situation. When she 
became commissioner, I fought 
with her and we cut the election 
budget down from 24 million to 
13 million during the 2020 by-
election,” Tweah explained.

“She has submitted to me the 
budget of 1.9 million which is 
very huge but again, she knows 
what we [have] been through,’’ 
he continued.

Tweah suggested that there 
should be a fixed unit cost for 

representative, and senatorial 
by-elections across the country 
so that they won’t have to 
prepare budget for by-election 
again.

2022                              

he Government of 

TLiberia said it is 
engaging in frantic 

diplomatic efforts to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of all 
Liberians in Ukraine which 
includes about 200 Students 
undergoing their academic 
studies.

The Government, through 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
has requested the neighboring 
countries of Poland and 
Hungary to grant safe passage 
and humanitarian assistance to 
Liberians who reach their 
respective borders fleeing the 
ongoing Ukraine-Russia military 
hostility.

In furtherance of the 
L i b e r i a n  G o v e r n m e n t ’s  
D ip lomat ic  Ef fort s ,  the  
Government of Hungary has 
granted all Liberian Nationals 
who will enter the territory of 
Hungary fleeing the Ukrainian 
Conflict temporary protection 
even without the legal  
Schengen Visa. 

According to the GOL release 

f r o m  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Information Culture Affairs and 
Tourism, the Government of 
Poland has also agreed to grant 
entry of all Liberians fleeing 
the Ukrainian Conflict into 
Poland and allow for a 15-day 
stay while applying for an 
international protection status 
or deciding to depart the 
country.

The Liberian Government 
says while these initial 
diplomatic arrangements and 
measures are underway, plans 
are also afoot to repatriate 
these Liberians fleeing the 
fighting in Ukraine. 

The Liberian government, 
through the Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs and Education, 
has begun the process of 
engaging relatives and friends 
of the Ukraine conflict-
stricken Liberians, including 
the students, to assist in the 
creation of a database for the 
purpose of facilitating the 
students’ safe exit and refuge. 

h e  B o a r d  o f  

TCommissioners of 
National Elections 

Commiss ion (NEC),  on 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
issued its interlocutory ruling 
which denied the petition for 
s u m m a r y  p r o c e e d i n g s  
brought against two hearing 
officers, Atty Annie W. 
Brodericks and Cllr. Muana S. 
Ville and has directed the two 
hearing officers to resume 
jurisdiction and proceed in 
keeping with law.

According to a release 
from NEC, the electoral 
umpire came down with a 
two point ruling, stating “A 
motion to dismiss raises 
questions of law. It does not 
lend itself to the taking of 
evidence on the factual 
issues” and on the second 
note, it read, “Our review 
shows that the hearing 
officers did not err in 
d i s m i s s i n g  
movant/petitioners’ motion 
to dismiss”

The ruling was signed by 5 
of the 7 members of the 
Board of Commissioners, 
including Co-Chairperson of 
NEC P. Teplah Reeves, Boakai 

 MARCH   03           THURSDAY      

NewDawn
The

TRULY INDEPENDENT

@

We’ll cut Lofa by-election budget
By Lincoln G. Peters 

NEC Denies Nyonblee, Others’ Petition
Dukuly, Ernestine Morgan –Awar. 
Floyd Oxley Sayor, Barsee L. 
Kpangbai and Josephine Kou 
Gaye. Chairperson Davidetta 
Brown –Lassanah and Ernerstine 
Morgan-Awar did not sign the 
ruling because they did not 
attend the hearing.

The ruling Wednesday arose 
out of the inter party conflict 
existing within the Liberty Party 
where the National Chairman , 
Musa  Has san  B i l i t y  had  
complained to NEC that Senator 
Lawrence and some other 
p a r t i s a n s  a r e  p a r a d i n g  
themselves as leaders of the 
party against the law. In her 

response, Senator Lawrence 
petitioned the electoral body 
to dismiss the complaint but 
the hearing officers denied 
the petition.

Senator Lawrence and 
others petitioned the Board of 
Commissioners to quash the 
decision but the latest ruling 
did not answer their prayers 
as it upheld the decision of the 
hearing officers, who were 
also mandated to resume 
jurisdiction of the case.

There has been no reaction 
up to press time from Senator 
Lawrence and others on the 
outcome of the ruling.

Government requests safe passage
 for Liberians in Ukraine

Senator Nyonlee Kangar - Lawrence

Some Africans leaving Ukraine

school children in Liberia at a 
time when they need it most. 
Most of their families are 
increasingly concerned about 
where their next meals will 
come from. This intervention 
will help the school children 
and their families to address 
the food gap and reduce any 
adverse impact on their school 
attendance and learning.” 

WFP and the Government 
through the Ministry of 
Education are working together 
to improve school enrolment 
and attendance in WFP-assisted 
schools through the provision of 
daily on-site school meals and 
monthly take-home ration.

In Liberia, one of WFP’s 
strategic objectives is to ensure 
that crisis-affected populations 
in targeted areas can meet their 
basic food and nutrition needs 
during and in the aftermath of 
crises. 

The family take-home rations 
provided by  FP through support 
from the Government of China 
aim to do just that, by reducing 
the impact of the COVID-19 
socio-economic shocks on 
vulnerable school children and 
their families, helping to ensure 
that children like Lisa have a 
chance to reach their full 
potential.

WFP School Meals 
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he University of 

TLiberia (UL) has 
officially launched 

the Department of Computer 
and Information Sciences 
(DCIS) program as a new 
department within the 
Thomas J. Faulkner College 
of Science and Technology.

Officially launched in the 
Auditorium of the UL Capitol 
Hill Campus Wednesday, 
March 2, 2022 by President 
Julius Julukon Sarwolo 
Nelson, Jr., the DCIS will offer 
Bachelor of Science Degrees 

in Information Technology (IT); 
C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e ;  a n d  
Information Sciences.

Already, the University of 
Liberia has faculty members that 
are internationally trained and 
recognized for their research in 
various areas of the field of 
Computer Science.

The new program aims to 
maintain a specially designed lab 
to enhance students’ learning, 
help faculty and students in their 
research and facilitate industrial 
collaboration at the University of 
Liberia.

Through the Computer 
S c i ence  p rog ram,  t he  
University of Liberia plans to 
have a blended program, 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  
universities, colleges and 
organizations for research, 
capac i t y  bu i l d ing  and  
training.

It also plans to work with 
all stakeholders, both local 
and international to ensure 
that Liberia’s human resource 
capacity increases and 
advances.

Launching the program, 
Prof. Dr. Julius Julukon 
Sarwolo Nelson, Jr., President 
of the University of Liberia, 
said the university's DCIS 
program intends to prepare 
students for careers in 
Information Technology, 
Computer Science, and 
Information Systems.

He said the university will 
initially offer a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Information 
T e c h n o l o g y  w i t h  
concentration in four areas - 
Software Engineering, Cyber 
Security, Data Science and 
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