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a m e r o o n ’ s  

Cgovernment says it 
w i l l  r e b u i l d  

h o s p i t a l s  a n d  c l i n i c s  
destroyed by Boko Haram 
terrorists along the border 
with Nigeria. In a visit to the 
area this week, officials said 
the facilities were needed for 
villagers who have suffered 
from the conflict as well as 
for former Boko Haram 
members who have been 
rehabilitated.

Cameroon’s Ministry of 
Public Health says at least 35 
hospitals along the country’s 
border with Nigeria have 
either been abandoned by 
medical staff or destroyed by 
Boko Haram terrorists.

Minister of Public Health 
Manaouda Malachie this week 
visited some of the remaining 
hospitals along the border.

He says although working 
and living conditions are very 
difficult, the few medical 
staff members in former Boko 
Haram prone towns and 
villages are doing their best 
to save lives. Malachie says 
Cameroon’s President Paul 
B i ya  ha s  o rde red  h i s  
government to build and 
equip destroyed hospitals 
and recruit more health 
workers. He also says he 
asked several hundred 

hospital workers who fled Boko 
Haram terrorism to return to 
Cameroon’s border with Nigeria.

Malachie did not say when the 
hospitals would be re-built.

But Cameroon’s government 
says it will spend $300 million 
this year to reconstruct what 
B o k o  H a r a m  d e s t r o y e d ,  
including hospitals and medical 
equipment.

Government troops have 
been fighting Boko Haram along 
the northern border with Nigeria 
since 2014.

Cameroon’s military says 
there have been about 25 cases 
of abductions and kidnappings 

health disorders that the 
Kolofata hospital has received 
since January. He says trauma 
from seeing people dying or 
forcefully separated from loved 
ones, poverty, and risky living 
conditions are the highest 
causes of mental health 
disorders in Cameroon 's  
northern border with Nigeria.

Ndlend says the Kolofata 
hospital receives hundreds of 
patients every day but has only 
seven health care workers.

Speaking to Cameroon state 
radio (CRTV) this week, Far 
No r th  Reg i on  Gove rno r  
Midjiyawa Bakari said the 

for ransom this year, but no 
large scale attacks by the 
terrorist group.

The military says the 
return to peace has allowed 
several thousand internally 
displaced persons and former 
Boko Haram members to 
return to their villages.

But health care in the 
region is sorely lacking, say 
social workers like Jean Pierre 
Ndlend in Kolofata district via 
a messaging application.

Ndlend says youths of 
between 15 and 35 years old 
are a majority of the 150 
people suffering from mental 

he U.N. Security 

TC o u n c i l  v o t e d  
Tuesday to prolong 

its peacekeeping mission in 
South Sudan for one more 
year, after Russia and China 
chose to abstain.

The Council's 13 other 
members all voted in favor of 
the resolution, which extends 
the U.N. Mission in South 
Sudan (UNMISS) until March 
15, 2023, at its current level 

of deployment.
The maximum number of U.N. 

peacekeeping soldiers for 
UNMISS is set at 17,000 with an 
additional 2,100 police officers.

The operation is one of the 
most expensive for the U.N., 
with an annual budget surpassing 
$1 billion.

China indicated that it was in 
favor of the extension but chose 
to abstain because the United 
States insisted on including 

h u m a n  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  
resolution's text.

C h i n a ' s  d e p u t y  
ambassador, Dai Bing, called 
the draft resolution "very 
unbalanced," a sentiment 
shared by  h i s  Russ ian 
c o u n t e r p a r t ,  A n n a  
Ev s t i gneeva ,  who  was  
disappointed that Moscow's 
amendments were left out.

The resolution states that 
the goal of the peacekeeping 
mission is to "prevent a return 
to civil war in South Sudan, to 
build durable peace at the 
local and national levels, and 
to support inclusive and 
accountable governance and 
free, fair, and peaceful 
elections."

At a Security Council 
meeting in early March, the 
U.N. and the United States, 
which played a key role in 
South Sudan's creation, urged 
its leaders to move forward 
with its planned elections, or 
risk a "catastrophe."

With less than a year to go 

military has been helping 
civilians while they wait for the 
g o ve rnmen t  t o  r e - bu i l d  
hospitals.

Bakari says most Cameroon’s 
troops deployed to fight Boko 
Haram have been sent to border 
villages to provide health care 
and education to both returnees 
and militants who surrender and 
leave the terrorist group. He 
says Cameroon's military health 
unit visits border villages to 
provide humanitarian assistance 
and treat sick returnees, former 
f i g h t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  h o s t  
community. VOA

before the elections, South 
Sudan risks sliding back into 
war, the U.N. warned in 
February.

The  wor ld ' s  youngest  
country has experienced 
chronic instability since gaining 
independence from Sudan in 
2011.

Between 2013 and 2018, it 

descended into a bloody civil 
war between archenemies Riek 
Machar and Salva Kiir, which left 
nearly 400,000 dead and millions 
displaced.

A peace agreement signed in 
2018 led to a national unity 
g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  w a s  
inaugurated in February 2020, 
with Kiir as president and Machar 
as vice president. VOA

A United Nations peacekeeper keeps guard outside the Bor camp
for the internally displaced in Bor town Jonglei state, South Sudan

Ghana activist charged 
with treason freed on bail
A

 Ghanaian political 
activist charged with 
treason for making 

comments on social media 
about a coup has been freed on 
bail.

Oliver Barker-Vormawor has 
led protests against President 
Nana Akufo-Addo's government 
under the banner "Fix The 
Country".

Bail was set at $200,000 
(£153,000) by the High Court in 
Tema and he had to deposit 
documents relating to his 

properties as well as leaving his 
passport with the police.

A s  p a r t  o f  t he  ba i l  
conditions, he is expected to 
report to the police every 
week.

Mr Barker-Vormawor, who is 
a lawyer and doctoral student 

at the University of Cambridge, 
was arrested on 11 February at 
the main airport on his return to 
Ghana from the UK.

It came after he had posted 
on social media that he would 
stage a coup if parliament 
passed a controversial bill to 
impose a tax on mobile money 
transfers.

His previous attempts to get 
bail failed over fears he would 
leave the country. BBC

President Akufo-Addos's 
second term has featured 

several  protests  against  
government policies aimed at 
improving an economy that has 
been hit hard by the pandemic.

It is not clear when Mr 
Barker-Vormawor's trial will get 
under way. BBC

Cameroon Says it Will Rebuild 
Hospitals Destroyed by Boko Haram

UN Extends South Sudan 
Peacekeeping Mission for One Year

Jerry Kenny urged the Nigerian government to helpJerry Kenny urged the Nigerian government to helpJerry Kenny urged the Nigerian government to help
Oliver Barker-Vormawor has been in custody for more than a monthOliver Barker-Vormawor has been in custody for more than a monthOliver Barker-Vormawor has been in custody for more than a month
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LIBERIA SITS ON a timebomb that is poised to wreck the 
future of this nation, if concerted actions are not taken 
now. The issue of drug trafficking and substance abuse 
risk denying this country and its people of a reliable 
future, as thousands of youths in communities across this 
nation are hooked to dangerous drugs.

THE CURRENT HEAD of the Angie Brooks International 
Center and former foreign minister Olubanke King-
Akerele has urged the Government of Liberia to “stop 
the ridiculous talk” and take concrete action to end 
trafficking of dangerous narcotics into the country and 
substances abuse that are ruining the youths.

SHE NOTES THAT some big hands are behind the sale of 
illicit drugs in Liberia and young people are being 
targeted as clients. Liberia is being used as transit 
center for trafficking of illicit substances to other parts 
of the world.

IN 2021, A female security officer who suspected a 
lawmaker of carrying dangerous drugs in his car, was 
intimidated, harassed and threatened into silence after 
she appeared before the House of Representatives to 
testify. She was coerced to revert her statement that a 
member of that august body was caught in the traffic 
transporting drugs.

ALSO LAST YEAR, the hands of the Liberia Drug 
Enforcement Agency (LDEA) was caught in the cookies’ 
jar in Grand Kru County when several LDEA officers 
confiscated a consignment of dangerous drugs from a 
woman and repackaged the substances for sale.

FORMER MINISTER KING-Akerele, who spoke at 
celebration of International Women Day on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022 further lamented that women are involved 
in the sale of drugs to young people in communities, 
robbing them of their future potential.

THAT WOMEN AND mothers would take pleasure in selling 
illicit substances to children, some as old as 13, 14 and 
15 is not juts disappointing, but quite frustrating. These 
are heartless women, whose action can be equated to 
nothing else but murder.

THEY LEAVE THEIR victims useless and sometimes 
lifeless, after leading them to addiction thru substance 
abuse. A major social crisis looms over this nation if 
sustainable programs are not put in place to fight drug 
and substance abuse

LIBERIA RISKS LOSING her next generation of men and 
women to drug abuse. It is unbelievable that substances 
are also sold even on school campuses!

WE MUST JOIN hands to act now: parents, community 
and religious leaders, school authorities and government 
to avert a looming social calamity and save the next 
generation of Liberians from self-destruction.   

2022                              
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ONDON – The threat COVID-19 poses to 

Lhuman health is now well understood 
around the world. In contrast, the 

enormous health threat of global warming, 
with its broad array of persistent impacts on 
our well-being, is under-recognized and 
poorly understood.

Yet climate change is harming human health 
right now. During the 2020 monsoon season in 
Bangladesh, for example, water flooded a 
quarter of the country. More than 1.3 million 
homes were damaged, and hundreds of 
people died. Rising sea levels caused by 
climate change will make such events more 
frequent in low-lying countries like 
Bangladesh. It also will bring the risk of 
flooding on a similar scale to more 
communities around the world.

Severe floods do more than destroy homes. 
They cause raw sewage to flow into streets 
and contaminate drinking water, spreading 
infection. They also destroy crops, driving 
malnutrition. And rising sea levels turn 
drinking water saltier, which increases rates 
of high blood pressure, pre-eclampsia, and 
premature births. 

These are hardly the only health risks implied 
by climate change. Hotter temperatures 
lead to a higher incidence of heatstroke. And 
prolonged droughts, just like severe floods, 
reduce agricultural productivity and output.

The many ways global warming will affect 
our health are not yet fully understood. But 
its influence is becoming clearer as the 
changes to our environment become more 
dramatic.

The world urgently needs a global strategy to 
minimize climate-related illness and death 
in the coming decades. As with the COVID-19 
pandemic, developing effective solutions 
will require governments to work with 
scientists. Part of any effective approach will 
be aimed at limiting future warming, and 
part will be aimed at adapting to a hotter 
climate. But both imperatives must be 
pursued in ways that protect – or even 
enhance – public health.

The United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP26) currently underway in 
Glasgow is an ideal opportunity for world 
leaders to demonstrate that they understand 
that global warming is a health crisis, and 
that they are learning from the successes and 
shortcomings of the pandemic response. In 
less than two years, COVID-19 has caused 
millions of deaths and disrupted our lives. We 
have seen scientists, governments, and 
companies cooperate to develop diagnostics, 
therapies, and vaccines. But we have also 
seen how narrow national interests and 
socioeconomic inequality can limit access to 
affordable options, prolonging the crisis.

World leaders meeting at COP26 have a 
perfect opportunity to show that they 
understand climate change is not only an 

urgent environmental challenge, but also one 
of the most urgent health challenges we have 
ever faced.

Governments are not in this fight alone. Civil-
society organizations need to support efforts 
in the coming decades to address the health 
challenges brought about by climate change. 
We must build a collaborative global process 
that generates, values, and – most 
importantly – uses scientific evidence to act 
on climate change and improve health for 
everyone. At the Wellcome Trust, we are 
committed to funding research that enables 
us to better understand and address the 
negative effects of global warming on health. 
We will also advocate strongly for evidence 
and research to be at the heart of 
policymaking. 

As with any health threat, prevention is better 
than a cure. There will not be a vaccine to 
inoculate people against the effects of heat 
waves, wildfires, droughts, or severe floods, 
so reducing the rate at which the global 
temperature is rising is the best preventive 
measure we have. That means reducing 
greenhouse-gas emissions.

Fortunately, cutting emissions can have a 
direct, positive effect on health. For 
example, the global transition from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy could increase 
average life expectancy globally by at least 
one year. Similarly, widespread adoption of 
diets rich in vegetables and low in meat will 
reduce greenhouse gases and decrease the 
risk of heart disease, cancer, and dementia.

But while cutting emissions will reduce future 
harm, it will not eliminate the health threats 
that are already implied by decades of global 
warming. We have no choice but to adapt to 
life on a warmer planet.

In response to the growing threat of floods, for 
instance, many coastal communities – 
including in Kenya, the United States, and 
Vietnam – are planting mangrove forests. 
Mangroves can grow in salt water, and they 
provide some defense against flooding. They 
also encourage biodiversity and can support 
fisheries and floating vegetable gardens. 

The task now is to design a series of creative 
options that people around the world can use 
to decide how best to protect themselves and 
their communities. Treating the inevitable 
symptoms of a hotter planet and helping 
communities adapt is the responsibility of 
local governments, but we also need a level of 
international coordination and new 
knowledge generation that can be delivered 
only by an agreed global strategy on climate 
and health.

It won’t be easy, and time is not on our side. 
But science is.

Julia Gillard, a former prime minister of 
Australia, is Chair of the Wellcome Trust.

Bracing for a 
rude awakening

Climate Change 
Is a Health Crisis

By Julia Gillard
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4NEW DAWNwww.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    2022                              

Opinion 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.   www.project-syndicate.org

EW DELHI – It is difficult to see any winners in the ongoing war caused by Russia’s 

Nirrational and devastating invasion of Ukraine. But the losers extend far beyond the 
people of Ukraine, who are being attacked, and the people of Russia, who did not 

choose this war but now must endure an economy being dismantled by trade and financial 
sanctions. The economic impact of the conflict will be felt around the world, including in 
many developing countries that are already struggling to recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic.

One immediate concern is the effect of rising oil prices. The price of benchmark Brent 
crude recently jumped by 20% to more than $139 per barrel, its highest level since 2008 – 
probably in response to news that the United States and its European allies were discussing 
a possible ban on imports of Russian oil, which had so far been exempt from Western 
sanctions. (On March 8, the US announced a ban on imports of Russian energy products, 
while the United Kingdom pledged to phase out imports of Russian oil and oil products by 
the end of 2022.)

But global energy prices had already been soaring, following a period of dramatic volatility 
during the pandemic. The price of Brent crude, which had fallen to as low as $9 per barrel 
in April 2020 at the height of the pandemic’s first wave, rose above $90 per barrel in 
January 2022. Since then, the Ukraine war has put further upward pressure on oil and gas 
prices.

Western media have focused on the impact of rising energy prices in Europe, which relies 
heavily on natural gas imports from Russia. But most of the world’s oil and gas importers 
are much poorer. Many of these countries were unable to mount fiscal responses to the 
pandemic on the scale of those in the US and other advanced economies, and have since 
experienced much weaker recoveries in output and employment. This latest oil-price 
spike is a blow they can ill afford, as it is likely to generate balance-of-payments problems 
and domestic inflationary pressures that will be tough to combat in the current uncertain 
context.

Of course, the additional inflationary pressures from the Ukraine war are also complicating 
the challenge that policymakers in rich Western economies face in tackling rising prices 
without causing a hard economic landing. Oil is a universal intermediary good, which 
influences the costs of commodities and services, as well as transport costs, in multiple 
ways.

Oil-price increases can thus be a significant driver of cost-push inflation even at the best of 
times. But inflation in rich countries was already at levels they had almost forgotten. 
Policymakers also appear to consider only the most simplistic weapons against inflation, 
like raising interest rates and tightening liquidity, which do little to address cost-push 
pressure and could cause a real economic downturn.

But the challenges are greater still in the developing world, leaving policymakers with 
even less wiggle room. The dramatic recent increase in oil prices obviously affects oil-
importing countries directly, and will feed into all other prices through rising input and 
transport costs.

The tragedy playing out in Ukraine is also increasing global food prices, creating even more 
pain in developing countries where hunger had already increased dramatically during the 
pandemic. Before the war, Ukraine was the world’s fifth-largest wheat exporter, and also a 
major exporter of barley, corn, rapeseed, and sunflower oil. The prices of these 
commodities in global trade have risen significantly, adding to recent increases in crop 
prices generally.

Now there is a further danger: Financial investors who had been betting on speculative 
asset markets will need to find other places to park their money, and food futures could 
emerge as a favored destination. In the first five days of March, the price of wheat futures 
at the Chicago Board of Trade increased by 40%, putting it on track for its largest weekly 
increase since 1959.

Crop production in developing countries could also be hit by fertilizer shortages. Russia, 
the world’s largest wheat exporter, is also a major fertilizer producer, and disruptions to 
these exports will push global food prices even higher.

We previously saw parts of this movie in otherwise peaceful times, just before the global 
financial crisis, and it was a dark and depressing story even then. The food crisis that 
resulted from financial-market speculation in 2007-08 led to massive increases in hunger 
and devastated the lives of hundreds of millions of people in developing countries. That 
crisis occurred even though global supply and demand of food items did not change much. 
But now, with real reductions in global food supply almost inevitable, the price rises could 
be greater and longer-lasting. If speculative pressure increases, already fragile economies 
will be damaged even more.

It may not be surprising that the G7 (whose recent track record as a self-appointed leader 
of the global economy is hardly distinguished) is not expressing much concern about these 
real and pressing dangers. But multilateral organizations surely need to step up in this time 
of crisis, at the very least by providing compensatory financing to help the developing 
world cope with multiple price shocks, and suggesting and enabling regulations to prevent 
speculation in essential markets.

Without such efforts, Russia’s war against Ukraine will wreak much more damage on the 
global economy – and poorer countries will be among the hardest hit.

Jayati Ghosh, Executive Secretary of International Development Economics 
Associates, is Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and 
a member of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate 
Taxation.
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ONDON/GENEVA – It beggars belief, but it’s true: In the midst of the COVID-

L19 crisis, the member states of the World Health Organization are still 
pondering whether, and by how much, they should increase their regular 

financial contributions to the organization, whose work continues to save lives 
within and beyond their borders.

While some may think the WHO is sufficiently financed, the opposite is true. The 
WHO’s current budget structure cripples and undermines its mandate to act as 
the world’s principal international public-health organization. Less than 20% of 
the WHO’s budget comes from regular fees (“assessed contributions”) paid by 
member states. The heavy reliance on voluntary contributions by member states 
and other funders severely hampers the WHO’s ability to work on its core 
activities, leaves it vulnerable to political pressures, and skews its priorities 
toward individual countries’ preferences.

The acute need to support the WHO’s critical work to overcome the pandemic 
crisis and achieve “Health for All” is self-evident, as is the organization’s 
indispensable leadership role in health globally. The WHO is the most important 
global coordination mechanism for preparing for and responding to pandemics 
and other health threats, providing a vital public good that serves all countries. It 
is therefore imperative that member states support the proposals from a WHO 
working group to reform the organization’s financing, including increasing 
assessed contributions as a share of its budget from 16% to 50%.

Improving both the quantity and quality of financing for the WHO is a matter of 
global urgency. Member states waste no time paying lip service to the WHO’s 
relevance. But how well it can deliver is predicated on how well it is financed. 
And as we note in our work for the WHO’s Council on the Economics of Health for 
All, finance is not neutral: the type of finance available affects the allocation 
and, ultimately, the outcome of investments.

Strengthening the WHO provides the best return on investment for health. 
Billions are being proposed – such as by the G20 High Level Independent Panel on 
Financing the Global Commons for Pandemic Preparedness and Response – to set 
up and finance new global health-security institutions that cannot guarantee 
broad political buy-in, especially from the Global South. There simply is no 
logical reason why member states should place heavy bets on a new venture that 
might not gain broad support over investing in their existing organization, which 
most certainly can deliver more if funded accordingly.

It is simple: the greatest potential for global health solidarity lies with the WHO. 
Reliable financing by its owners – the 194 member countries – would make all the 
difference to global health cooperation and demonstrate the effectiveness of 
multilateral solutions to international challenges.

The time to walk the talk is now. Too many member states have long been 
indifferent to the need to strengthen the WHO or invest in health. It should not 
have been this way before COVID-19, and it should not continue being this way 
after the pandemic.

The hesitancy and reluctance that brought us to this point sharply contrasts with 
the spirit and determination shown a half-century ago, when humans overcame 
seemingly insurmountable challenges in order to make it to the moon and back. 
In today’s money, President John F. Kennedy’s moonshot cost a colossal $283 
billion, without any guarantee of success. Of course, it did succeed, and in the 
process it catalyzed cross-sectoral innovation that, in time, gave the world 
camera phones, better home insulation, and the modern software industry.

In other words, Kennedy’s moonshot boosted economic dynamism and growth 
through mission-oriented innovation. In comparison, the current financing 
proposal would only cost all 194 WHO member states $1.2 billion a year, with the 
certainty that it would significantly strengthen the organization’s effectiveness. 
We believe it should actually be more.

Today’s moonshot must be “Health for All.” Most immediately, that means 
ensuring that COVID-19 vaccines are accessible globally. But it is not a moonshot 
for the WHO’s member states to finance their own organization so that it can do 
its job. That is just common sense: the WHO saves the lives of its member states’ 
people. We already have very affordable, practical, and straightforward 
solutions for global public health, including financing common goods for health; 
what we need now is just a fraction of the policymaking ambition we once had.

Mariana Mazzucato, Professor in the Economics of Innovation and Public 
Value at University College London (UCL), is Founding Director of the UCL 
Institute for Innovation & Public Purpose (IIPP). Ilona Kickbusch, Founder 
and Chair of the International Advisory Board of the Global Health Center at 
the Graduate Institute in Geneva, is a member of the Council on the 
Economics of Health for All.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.   www.project-syndicate.org

Putin’s War Is Damaging 
the Developing World

By Jayati Ghosh
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The WHO’s Penny-Wise and
Health-Foolish Members

By Mariana Mazzucato and 
Ilona Kickbusch
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T
he President Pro - 
Tempore of the 
Liberian Senate, 

Albert T. Chie has challenged 
graduates of the University of 

Liberia (UL) to go and change 
the narrative in the larger 
society, cautioning them to 
not join the bandwagon of 
many of the technical people 
who are not up to the task.

Serving as the Keynote 
Speaker on the second day of 
UL’s 102nd Commencement 
Convocation in Fendall, 
Wednesday, March 16, 2022, 
Pro - Temp Chie told the 
graduates that Liberia 
depends on them to change 
the narrative. 

“The future is yours and 
your destiny lies in your own 
hands. But always remember 
what Shakespear said: ‘life is 
like a candle on a stage …’ 
very brief. Make the most of 
it, while you can. Liberia 
depends on you to change the 
narrative,” said Hon. Chie.

H e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  
graduates on the topic 
“Science as a basic ingredient 
in a Political and Economic 
Recipe: Are you ready to 
change the narrative?”

The 102nd Graduating 
Class of the University of 
Liberia is named “Naa Neeni 
Ma,” which is translated in 
English as “The class of 
FRUITFULNESS.” 

On Wednesday, degrees 
were conferred on 789 
candidates from four colleges 
including the Thomas J. 
Faulkner College of Science 
a n d  T e c h n o l o g y ,  
Environmental Studies and 
Climate Change, the School 
of Nursing and Midwifery 
Program, the William R. 
Tolbert College of Agriculture 
and Forestry and the College 
of Engineering. 

The  commencement  
exercise will continue on 
Thursday, March 17, 2022 in 

Fendall, with the Lux in Tenebris 
Honors Scholars Graduating 
Class Research Symposium. 

 The UL will over the next one 
week confer degrees on more 

than 2,000 candidates from the 
Undergraduate, Graduate, and 
Professional schools.

The Keynote Speaker, Pro-
Temp Chie explained that the 
foundation of engineering, 
technology, agriculture, forestry 
and medicine and health, is 
science, therefore, all of the 
graduates will share that 
common parentage.

Addressing each of the 
co l leges,  Pro-Temp Ch ie  
indicated that despite the 
bountiful rain, vast stretches of 
land, trained manpower just like 
the graduates, an array of 
programs well - funded by the 
National Budget and the 
international donations and 
contributions, Liberia has failed 
in agricultural production.

“ W e  i m p o r t  a l m o s t  
everything, including Oranges 
and pepper. Self - sufficiency in 
the production of rice, our staple 
food, remains elusive,” he said, 
adding that on the average, 
Liberia imports approximately 
250,000 metric tons of rice or 10 
million of the 25 kg bags at the 
cost of US$140m annually.

“ L e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  
agriculture sector also remains 
elusive. One President after the 
other has tried various qualified 
personnel to run the agricultural 
sector, including managers from 
the pr ivate sector.  St i l l  
agr icu l tura l  p roduct iv i ty  
remains very low,” Hon. Chie 
stated.

“... My young prospective 
graduates, are you ready to 
change the narrative in the 
political and economic recipe?” 
Pro-Temp Chie asked.

Further, he told graduates 
from the Engineering College 
that the Government of Liberia 
and its partners have spent 
hundreds of millions of US dollars 

since the end of the civil crisis 
to now in an attempt to 
provide reasonable and 
affordable electricity to 
various households and 
businesses. Yet, he said, 
power supply remains elusive.

“Some of the problems in 

the power sector can be put 
squarely at the feet of 
engineers and technicians. 
Pr o spec t i v e  E l e c t r i c a l  
Engineers, your country is 
waiting on you to change the 
narrative,” Chie continued.

Talking about the health 
sector, Sen. Chie said the 
story is not different, 
explaining that funds from the 
National Budget to the health 
s e c t o r  w a s  4 7 . 8 m  i n  
2018/2019, increased to 
58.5m in 2020/2021 and 
projected at 66m in 2022, 
besides other funds from 
different sources.

Despite this revenue 
allocation, he said, the 
situation at the John F. 
Kennedy Medical Hospital has 
not improved much, neither 
have the health delivery 
systems throughout the 
country.

“I therefore challenge you, 
my fellow students, to come 
to the labour force with a new 
determination to change the 
status quo,” Pro -Temp Chie 
pleaded with the graduates.

Giving his perspective on 
the business enterprises in the 
polit ical and economic 
recipe, Pro - Temp Chie 
argued that to grow the 
L iber ian economy, the 
country has to export more 
than it imports goods and 
services, or at the minimum, 
try to achieve a balance 
between imports and exports.

“Only businesses can help 
the Government achieve this. 
You often hear the slogan: 
‘Liberianization Pol icy; 
Liberians should not be 
spectators in their own 
economy.’ Yes, we agree, let 
us take a look at ourselves and 
the situation,” he added.

more headline news       more headline news 

A
t its first Monetary 
Pol icy Committee 
meeting of 2022, the 

Board of Governors of the 
Central Bank of Liberia (CBL), 
proxying for the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC), voted 
to retain the existing monetary 
policy stance, with the view to 
safeguarding financial and 
macroeconomic stability.

Over the next three months 
the monetary policy rate will 
remain at 20 percent, with an 
upper band of +500 basis points 
for standing credit facility, 
while the reserve requirement 
thresholds will remain at 25.0 
per cent for Liberian dollars and 
10.0 percent for United States 
Dollars. 

The factors that played an 
important part in reaching 
these latest monetary policy 
measures included an inflation 
forecast of 7.4 percent with a 
bank of +\- 2.0 percentage 
points and a projected 4.7 
percent Real Gross Domestic 
Product (RGDP) growth for 
2022 .  G l oba l  e conomic  

developments also influenced 
the Board’s latest monetary 
policy decisions. 

Global  Macroeconomic 
Developments

The CBL Board of Governors 
took note of the fall in the 
prices of Liberia’s main exports, 
i.e., iron ore, rubber, and round 
logs, as well as the projected 
rise in inflation in advanced and 
d e v e l o p i n g  e c o n o m i e s .  
Inflationary pressures were 
particularly acute in sub-
Saharan Africa, rising to an 
estimated 10.7 percent, from 
10.3 percent in 2020. 

The Domestic Economy
The Board of Governors was 

optimistic of the projected 4.7 
percent RGDP growth for 2022 
o n  a c c o u n t  o f  g r o w t h  
projections of 4.5 percent 
within the mining & panning 
subsectors, 3.3% for the 
ag r i cu l tu re  &  f i s he r i e s  
subsectors, and 4.2 percent for 

the forestry subsector. Growth 
projections of 4.6% within the 
manufacturing subsector and 
6.0 percent in the services 
subsector also formed the basis 
for the Board’s RGDP forecast, 
although this optimism was 
t e m p e r e d  b y  C O V I D - 1 9  
uncertainty and a rise in the 
price of crude oil. 

Inflation, which dropped to 
5.1 percent in Quarter Four, is 
however projected to increase 
to 7.4 percent with a bank of +\- 
2.0 percentage points, still 
within single digits.

L i b e r i a ’s  b a l a n c e  o f  
payments improved in Quarter 
Four of 2021 due to a reduction 
in import payments, thereby 
offsetting the fall in export 
earnings. Another favorable 
development was the net 
inflows of remittances of 
US$107.0 million. All of these 
developments in Liberia’s 
balance of payments, the CBL 
Board of Governors observed, 
have contributed to the strong 
performance of the Liberian 
dollar, which appreciated by 

15.0 percent in December 2021.
The Banking Sector
CBL’s Board took note of the 

decline in total loans and 
advances, assets, capital, and 
deposits, and was concerned 
that 84 percent of loans 
continue to be concentrated in 
five sectors, rising from 81.6 
percent in the previous quarter, 
noting also the low extension of 
loans and advances to the 
agriculture and manufacturing 
sectors. 

Non-performing loans (NPLs) 
continue to be a challenge, 
undermining the stability of the 
financial system.

The records showed an 
increase in currency in 
circulation and outside banks by 
9.0 percent and 8.3 percent, 
respectively, both of which are 
factors that impact the 
projected rise in inflation for 
the first quarter of 2022. 
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Go and change the narrative
-UL 102nd Graduates Urged

CBL moves by prospect for economic growth, 
retains existing monetary policy measures

President Pro - Tempore Albert T. Chie
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ith the rising rape 

Wc a s e s  i n  t h e  
country, the House 

of Representatives has invited 
the Ministries of Gender and 
Justice, including the Liberia 
Pharmaceutical Board to 
appear before Plenary today, 
Thursday, March 17, 2022 to 
provide update on the cases of 
statutory rape across Liberia.

The House took the decision 
following a communication 
from Montserrado County 
District#4 Representative 
Rustonlyn Suakoko Dennis, 
craving the indulgence of 
Plenary, the highest decision-
making body in the House to 
invite heads of the three 
institutions to explain. 

Rep. Dennis said having been 
endorsed by a unanimous vote 
of the House of Representatives 
to have the ministries and 
entity’s heads appear to 
abreast the nation regarding 
the rapid increase of rape 
against women and especially 
babies, they have developed a 
roadmap to be adopted into a 

resolution for the efficiency 
and effectiveness in assessing 
information and outcomes for 
the crimes of rape and violence 
against women and children. 

The Montserrado county 
lawmaker said Resolution 002 
from her office is the second 
most talked about resolution 
that cuts across party lines.

She notes that raging 
statutory rape in the country 
poses a serious threat to the 
young generation, especially 
females.

Recently, a three-year-old 
girl was allegedly raped by a 
17-year-old neighbor in Soul 
Clinic community, Paynesville 
where the victim lives with her 
grandmother.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
grandmother of the victim, she 
discovered the trousers of the 
child soaked with blood 
minutes after she returned 
from the market and when she 
asked her granddaughter who 
did that, the child accused a 
ne ighbor  that  was  not  
ident i f ied  immediate ly.  
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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M
onrovia City Mayor 
Jefferson Koijee 
sharply responds to 

criticism from United States 
Ambassador accredited to 
Monrovia Michael McCarthy 
that a lot still needs to be 
done to fight corruption amid 
huge donors’ contribution to 
Liberia.

Ambassador McCarthy in 
an O-PED to mark the birth of 
Liberia’s first President 
Joseph Jenkins Roberts on 

Tuesday, March 15, expressed 
frustration over the state of 
governance in the country 
and lack of political will to 
fight corruption, wondering 
if Liberia today is what the 
founding father, President 
Roberts had envisaged.

 Amb. McCarthy asked, 
"What Joseph Jenkins Roberts 
would say about Liberia 
today?"

The U.S. Envoy lamented 
that despite America 's 
enormous foreign service 
assistance to Liberia, the 
country is stagnant, while 
corruption remains high at 
the detriment of poor 
Liberian citizens and the 

American taxpayers.
“Sixty years after the arrival 

of the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) in Liberia, 19 years after 
the end of the civil war crisis, 
and seven years after the 
eradication of Ebola, the 
taxpayers of the United States 
contribute to this country over 
$110 million per year of foreign 
assistance. This includes over 
$79 million per year donated to 
the health sector”, he said.

The Ambassador explained 

that approximately US$9 million 
is specifically for purchasing 
medications and commodities 
for the Liberian people and 
improving the Ministry of 
Health's effective distribution 
a n d  w a r e h o u s i n g  o f  
pharmaceuticals, but notes that 
despite this extra support, there 
are reports regularly about 
places like Kolahun in Lofa 
County and Sanniquellie in 
Nimba County, where clinics and 
hospitals must make do without 
even the most basic drugs.

" Tr o u b l i n g l y,  E m b a s s y  
investigations indicate that not 
only are some citizens diverting 
public medical resources and 
low-cost drugs for personal gain, 
but that babies, young children, 

and birthing mothers are 
dying needlessly as a result", 
he added.

However, it seems the 
port ion of  Ambassador  
McCarthy’s O-PED that hit the 
Government of Liberia hard is 
when he expressed the 
absurdity of the Monrovia City 
Corporation lamenting that 
waste collection in the 
country's capital has been left 
as the sole responsibility of 
the City Government - no 
donor support.

The Ambassador reflected 
that he has seen in a West 
African country where villages 
poorer than Monrovia and 
w i t h o u t  e l e c t r i c i t y  
coordinating with government 
to dispose garbage at  
designated landfill, noting 
that "The state of cleanliness 
in the city of Monrovia, which 
is more developed and a far 
wealthier community, sadly 
does not compare.”

But responding to the U.S. 
Ambassador’s statement, 
Monrovia City Mayor Jefferson 
T. Koijee in a press statement 
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
said the City Government of 
M o n r o v i a  w e l c o m e s  
constructive criticism and 
remains receptive to helpful 
recommendat ions  f rom 
everyone, including global 
experts and professionals, on 
i s s u e s  o f  m u n i c i p a l  
c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  
development, especially 
sustainable integrated solid 
waste management as part of 
his firm commitment to 
keeping Monrovia green.

"Th i s  admin i s t ra t i on  
doesn't rely on donors’ 
contribution to clean this city, 
it is resolved that it did not 
come to power to make 
excuses,  but  to  so lve  
problems whether inherited 
or not", Mayor Koijee reacts.

Gbengba Town,Paynesville.

Mayor Koijee replies U.S. Ambassador MaCarthy
By Lewis S. Teh

Petroleum price increase unjustified
g a s o l i n e  a n d  d i e s e l  
respectively stand at US$3.23 
and US$3.31 though in 
Guinea, US$4.22.  

In Ghana, where the 
p e t r o l e u m  m a r k e t  i s  
deregulated, Team Gongloe 
said a gallon of gasoline and 
diesel go for US$4.33 whereas 
in Cote d’Ivoire, US$4.03 and 
US$3.914 respectively. 

“ G i v e n  t h e  a b o v e  
mentioned, it is clear the 
gasoline and diesel fuel prices 
in  other West Afr ican 
countries remain unchanged 
o r  have  seen  modes t  
increases,” it added.

“Thus,  the L iber ian  
Government’s slogs of more 
than 40 and 36 percent in 
prices of the essential 
commodities are utterly 
unreasonable and disregard 
the adverse effect it now has 
on ordinary Liberian families 

and businesses.” Team Gongloe 
noted that these sharp changes 
in the prices have a direct effect 
on prices of food, transportation 
and other life essentials with 
which the poor barely cope.

Overall, it said, life in today’s 
Liberia is a nightmare given the 
worst electricity generation 
p rob lems  occa s i oned  by  
constraints in running private 
generators for businesses and 
homes. 

It continued that the Coalition 
for Democratic Change (CDC)-
administration cannot continue 
to ignore growing public 
concerns over the increasing 
hardship Liberians see by its 
policies.  

It warned that the silent 
public is aware of the current 
price exploitation, adding that 
countries with similar economic 
situations as Liberia cannot see 
less than 20 percent or no 

increase in their prices of 
gasoline and diesel fuel, while 
the Government of Liberia 
imposed massive increases 
under the same global 
economic situation.  

“It does not make any 
sense! As governments around 
Africa and in other places 
intervene to minimize the 
prices of gasoline and diesel 
fuel to reduce the burden on 
their people, the Liberian 
Government administration 
must honestly act in the 
interest of the people to 
ensure the prices of the 
crucial commodities reflect 
the actual global realities.” 

It noted that doing so, it 
must reduce the unfair taxes 
it has imposed on these 
products, and introduce fuel 
subsidy measures to alleviate 
the hardship.

Starts from the back

By Bridgett Milton

House invites Gender, 
Justice, Pharmacy Board
-over rising rape cases 
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Le Libéria est assis sur une bombe à retardement qui est 
sur le point de détruire l'avenir de cette nation, si des 
actions concertées ne sont pas prises maintenant. Le 
problème du trafic de drogue et de la toxicomanie risque 
de priver ce pays et son peuple d'un avenir fiable. Des 
milliers de jeunes des communautés de ce pays sont 
accros aux drogues dangereuses.

Mme Olubanke King-Akerele, actuelle directrice du 
Centre international Angie Brooks et ancienne ministre 
libérienne des Affaires étrangères, a exhorté le 
gouvernement du Libéria à "arrêter les propos ridicules" et 
à prendre des mesures concrètes pour mettre fin au trafic 
de stupéfiants dangereux dans le pays et à l'abus de 
substances qui ruinent les jeunes du pays.

Elle a dit que certaines grandes mains sont derrière la 
vente de drogues illicites au Libéria et que les jeunes sont 
ciblés. Le Libéria est utilisé comme centre de transit pour 
le trafic de substances illicites vers d'autres parties du 
monde.

En 2021, une policière qui a soupçonné un législateur de 
transporter de la drogue dangereuse dans sa voiture a été 
intimidée, harcelée et menacée de se taire après avoir 
comparu devant la Chambre des représentants pour 
témoigner. Elle a été contrainte de revenir sur sa 
déclaration selon laquelle un membre de cet auguste 
corps a été pris dans le trafic de drogue.

L'année dernière également l'Agence libérienne de lutte 
contre la drogue (LDEA) a été prise la main dans le sac à 
comté de Grand Kru. Plusieurs agents de la LDEA ont 
confisqué une quantité de drogues dangereuses à une 
femme et ont reconditionné les substances pour les 
vendre.

L'ancien ministre King-Akerele, qui a pris la parole lors de 
la célébration de la Journée internationale de la femme le 
mardi 8 mars 2022, a en outre déploré que les femmes 
soient impliquées dans la vente de drogue aux jeunes dans 
les communautés, les privant ainsi d’un meilleur avenir.

Le fait que des femmes et des mères prennent plaisir à 
vendre des substances illicites à des enfants, qui sont âgés 
de 13, 14 et 15 ans, n'est pas que décevant, mais assez 
frustrant. Ce sont des femmes sans cœur, dont l'action ne 
peut être assimilée qu'à un meurtre.

Ils laissent leurs victimes inutiles et parfois sans vie, après 
les avoir conduites à la dépendance par la toxicomanie. 
Une crise sociale majeure menace cette nation si des 
programmes durables ne sont pas mis en place pour lutter 
contre la toxicomanie.

Le Libéria risque de perdre sa prochaine génération 
d'hommes et de femmes à cause de la toxicomanie. C'est 
incroyable que des substances soient également vendues 
même dans des écoles !

Nous devons nous donner la main pour agir maintenant : 
parents, chefs communautaires et religieux, autorités 
scolaires et gouvernement pour éviter une calamité 
sociale imminente et sauver la prochaine génération.

Éditorial

2022                              

Se préparer à 
un éveil brutal
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e leader politique de 

Ll'Alternative National 
Congress  (ANC) ,  

Alexander B. Cummings, a 
p r o m i s  u n  v é r i t a b l e  
changement quant à la 
g o u v e r n a n c e  e t  a u x  
conditions de vie de tous les 
Libériens.

Monsieur Cummings a 
indiqué que le véritable 
changement recherché par 
l'ANC est celui qui permettra 
a u x  L i b é r i e n s  d ’ ê t r e  
différents, inflexibles face à 
l'adversité et de rester 
fermes et inébranlables avec 
tous ceux qui ont raison.

Mais pour changer la 
direction du Libéria et 
améliorer les conditions de 
vie de la population, a-t-il 
d i t ,  ce la  ex igera  des  
sacrifices personnels, ainsi 
que la construction de 
partenariats durables ou 
temporaires avec différents 
acteurs et groupes.

« Les conditions peuvent 
changer,  les  a l l iances  
peuvent se rompre et les 
partenariats, mais avec une 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  u n  

e n g a g e m e n t  e t  u n e  
détermination fixés vers le 
changement,  l 'ANC reste 
confiant qu'il gagnera pour le 
peuple libérien », a dit le leader 
politique de l'ANC.

Monsieur Cummings a dit 
savoir, avant de se lancer dans la 
politique, que la route vers le 
changement serait longue et 
c a h o t e u s e  a v e c  d e s  
rebondissements et il serait 

calomnié et victime de 
conspiration aussi bien des 
adversaires et que des amis.

« Je vous avait prévenus 
que si la Collaboration des 
Part is  Pol it iques (PPC) 
n'atteignait pas 2023, notre 
espoir ne serait pas anéanti et 
n o s  f o r t s  d é s i r s  d e  
changement des Libériens 
n ’ e n  p a r t i r a i e n t  p a s .  

n leader religieux 

Uet membre de la 
s o c i é t é  c i v i l e  

appelle les Libériens à ne 
pas voter pour tous les 
seigneurs de guerre, qui ont 
détruit le pays pendant 14 
ans et qui continuent 
également d'abuser du 
pouvoir.

S'exprimant récemment à 
Sinkor lors du lancement de 
la série de l'histoire inédite 
d e  l a  g u e r r e  c i v i l e  
libérienne, Rev. Dr. Tolbert 
Jallah, président national 
par intérim de l'Alliance 
p o u r  l a  j u s t i c e  
transitionnelle au Libéria 
(ATJL), a exigé la mise en 
œuvre intégrale du rapport 
de la Commission vérité et 

réconciliation (TRC) de 2009.
« Aujourd'hui, alors que nous 

lançons l'histoire inédite de [la] 
guerre civile libérienne, 
j'exhorte chaque citoyen à ne 
pas voter pour tous ceux qui ont 
fait la guerre et qui continuent 
d'abuser du pouvoir », a dit le 
révérend Jallah.

Un certain nombre de chefs 
de guerre connus ont été élus 
lors des dernières élections. On 
craint que la présence d'anciens 
combattants à ces postes de 
responsabilité ne renforce leur 
détermination à faire obstacle 
à la justice.

La première guerre civile 
libérienne née de l'invasion des 
rebelles en 1989, a fait environ 
200 000 morts, avant que la 
Communauté économique des 

États de l'Afrique de l'Ouest 
(CEDEAO) et les Nations 
Unies ne procèdent à des 
pourparlers de paix. Une 
paix qui, malheureusement, 
a été d’une courte durée, 
une autre série d'hostilités 
ayant éclaté en 1999.

Selon le Rév. Jallah, ATJL 
s'est réunie pour attirer 
l 'attention des acteurs 
nationaux et internationaux 
sur la nécessité de la pleine 
mise en œuvre du rapport de 
la Commission Vérité et 
Réconciliation de 2009.

« Nous vous appelons, 
citoyens de ce pays, à 
rejeter ceux qui ont violé les 
droits de l'homme et à user 
de votre pouvoir en ne votant 
pour eux en 2023 », a-t-il 
déclaré.

« Personnellement, au 
nom du groupe de travail 
consultatif technique de 
l'alliance, je voterai contre 
quiconque a commis des 
atrocités dans ce pays et 
abusé du pouvoir. Et je vous 
mets donc au défi de faire de 
même envers ceux qui vous 
maltraitent. Votez contre 
eux en 2023 », a-t-il plaidé.

« Ne les récompensez pas 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Le leader politique de l'ANC promet 
aux Libériens un avenir meilleur

« Votez contre tous les chefs de guerre
en 2023 », conseille un leader religieux

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Commentaire
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ONDRES – Le risque posé par le COVID-19 à la 

Lsanté humaine est maintenant bien compris 
partout dans le monde. Par contre, la menace 

colossale que représente le réchauffement 
planétaire pour la santé, avec un large éventail 
d’effets à long terme sur le bien-être humain, est 
mal comprise et sous-estimée. 

Pourtant, le changement climatique porte déjà 
préjudice à la santé humaine. Lors de la mousson au 
Bangladesh en 2020, par exemple, plus d’un quart 
du pays a été inondé. Au moins 1,3 million de 
maisons ont été endommagées et des centaines de 
personnes ont péri. La hausse du niveau de la mer 
provoquée par le changement climatique fera que 
ces événements deviendront plus fréquents dans 
des pays de faible altitude comme le Bangladesh. 
D’autres régions du monde seront également 
exposées au risque d’inondations d’une ampleur 
similaire.

Les fortes inondations ne détruisent pas seulement 
les maisons. Elles font déborder les eaux usées non 
traitées, contaminant l’eau potable et propageant 
les infections. Elles détruisent les cultures, 
augmentant l’incidence de la malnutrition. Et la 
montée du niveau de la mer rend l’eau potable plus 
salée, ce qui accroît les taux d’hypertension 
artérielle, de pré-éclampsie et de naissances 
prématurées.

Ce ne sont pas, tant s’en faut, les seuls risques 
sanitaires engendrés par le changement 
climatique. La hausse des températures augmente 
les cas de malaises graves attribuables à la chaleur. 
Et les sécheresses prolongées, comme les 
inondations graves, réduisent la productivité et les 
rendements agricoles.

Les nombreuses façons dont le réchauffement 
climatique affectera notre santé ne sont pas encore 
pleinement comprises. Mais ses conséquences se 
précisent au fur et à mesure que les modifications 
de notre environnement prennent une tournure 
plus dramatique.

La communauté internationale doit de toute 
urgence adopter une stratégie globale pour 
minimiser les maladies et les décès liés au 
dérèglement climatique dans les décennies à venir. 
Comme dans le cas de la pandémie du Covid-19, il 
faudra que les gouvernements et les scientifiques 
coopèrent pour trouver des solutions efficaces. 
Limiter la hausse future des températures sera 
l’une des composantes de toute approche 
effective, et l’adaptation à un climat plus chaud en 
sera une autre. Mais ces deux impératifs doivent 
être poursuivis de manière à protéger – voire à 
améliorer – la santé publique. 

La conférence des Nations unies sur les 
changements climatiques (COP26) qui se tient 
actuellement à Glasgow est l’occasion idéale pour 
les dirigeants du monde entier de prouver qu’ils 
comprennent que le réchauffement climatique est 
aussi une crise sanitaire et qu’ils ont tiré les 
enseignements des succès et des échecs de la 
riposte à la pandémie. En moins de deux ans, le 
Covid-19 a causé des millions de morts et 
bouleversé nos vies. Nous avons vu comment les 
scientifiques, les gouvernements et les entreprises 
ont coopéré pour développer des outils de 
diagnostic, des traitements et des vaccins. Mais 
nous avons également vu comment des intérêts 
nationaux à courte vue et les inégalités 
socioéconomiques ont limité l’accès à des options 
abordables, faisant perdurer la crise.

Les dirigeants mondiaux réunis pour la COP26 ont 
une occasion historique de montrer qu’ils 

comprennent que le changement climatique n’est pas 
seulement un défi environnemental pressant, mais 
également l’un des défis sanitaires le plus urgent que le 
monde ait jamais connu. 
 
Les gouvernements ne sont pas seuls dans ce combat. Il 
incombe aux organisations de la société civile de 
soutenir les efforts déployés au cours des prochaines 
décennies pour relever les défis sanitaires mondiaux 
engendrés par le changement climatique. Nous devons 
mettre en place un processus mondial de collaboration 
qui génère, valorise et, surtout, utilise des preuves 
scientifiques pour lutter contre le changement 
climatique et améliorer la santé de tous. La fondation 
caritative en médecine Wellcome Trust, dont je suis 
présidente, s’est engagée à financer les recherches qui 
permettent de mieux comprendre et répondre aux 
effets négatifs du réchauffement planétaire pour la 
santé. Elle entend également plaider avec force pour 
que la recherche et les preuves scientifiques soient au 
cœur de l'élaboration des politiques.

Comme pour toute menace pour la santé, prévenir vaut 
mieux que guérir. Il n'y aura pas de vaccin pour 
immuniser les gens contre les effets des vagues de 
chaleur, des feux de forêt, des sécheresses et des 
inondations graves, si bien que réduire la rapidité avec 
laquelle les températures mondiales augmentent 
actuellement est la meilleure mesure de prévention à 
notre disposition, et cela signifie réduire les émissions 
de gaz à effet de serre.

Fort heureusement, la réduction des émissions peut 
avoir un effet direct et positif sur la santé. Par 
exemple, la transition mondiale des combustibles 
fossiles vers les énergies renouvelables pourrait 
augmenter l'espérance de vie moyenne dans le monde 
d'au moins un an. De même, l'adoption généralisée de 
régimes alimentaires riches en légumes et pauvres en 
viande réduira les émissions de gaz à effet de serre et 
diminuera le risque de maladies cardiaques, de cancers 
et de démence.

Mais si la réduction des émissions de GES permettra de 
limiter les préjudices futurs, elle ne supprimera pas les 
risques sanitaires qu'impliquent déjà des décennies de 
réchauffement climatique. Nous n’avons pas d’autre 
choix que de nous adapter à la vie sur une planète plus 
chaude.
 
Face à la menace croissante d’inondations de grande 
ampleur, de nombreuses communautés côtières – 
notamment aux États-Unis, au Kenya et au Vietnam – 
plantent des forêts de mangroves. Ces écosystèmes de 
marais maritimes comprennent des arbres qui poussent 
dans l’eau salée et qui offrent une protection naturelle 
contre la montée des océans. Les mangroves favorisent 
également la biodiversité et sont propices à 
l’aquaculture et à l’établissement de jardins 
maraîchers flottants.

La tâche est aujourd’hui de concevoir un ensemble 
d’options créatives que les populations du monde 
entier pourront utiliser pour décider de la meilleure 
façon de se protéger et de protéger leurs 
communautés. Traiter les symptômes inévitables d'une 
planète plus chaude et aider les communautés à 
s'adapter relève de la responsabilité des pouvoirs 
publics, mais un certain niveau de coordination 
internationale, ainsi que l’acquisition de nouvelles 
connaissances, qui ne peuvent être fournies que par 
une stratégie mondiale convenue sur le climat et la 
santé, sont également nécessaires.

La tâche est considérable et le temps presse. Mais la 
science est là pour nous guider. 

Julia Gillard, ancienne Première ministre 
d’Australie, est présidente du Wellcome Trust.

Le changement climatique 
est aussi une crise sanitaire 

Par Julia Gillard
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Le leader politique de l'ANC 
Aujourd’hui, le Parti de 
l’Unité a suivi le All Liberian 
Party pour annoncer son 
retrait de la CPP », a-t-il 
regretté.

Monsieur Cummings, qui 
se veut optimiste, a indiqué 
que l'effondrement de la CPP 
n'a nullement altéré le besoin 
du Libéria d'un changement 
réel et authentique.

Au leader politique de 
l'ANC de dire : « La mauvaise 
gestion des ressources du 
pays doit cesser, le vol et 
l'abus de pouvoir doivent 
cesser, la peur et la division 
dans notre société doivent 
cesser, l'impunité doit cesser, 
l e  l e a d e r s h i p  p a r  l a  
corruption doit cesser et que 
tous les Libériens bénéficient 
d’une chance égale ».

Selon lui, l'ANC et le 
Liberty Party travailleraient 
ensemble pour explorer et 
élargir la CPP. « Nous sommes 
conscients du complot 
dangereux du pouvoir pour 
contrecarrer les efforts et 
diviser le peuple libérien ».

« Je le vois dans l'esprit 
d'entreprise des fabricants, 
des producteurs et des 
entreprises libériennes, y 
compris les magasins et les 
propriétaires de cuisines, les 
femmes du marché, les 

chauffeurs de taxi et de bus, les 
barbiers, les tailleurs, les 
chargeurs de voitures, les 
conducteurs de pehn-pehn et de 
keh-keh et des serveurs, et 
d'autres Libériens qui essaient 
désespérément de gagner dans 
une économie qui va à l'encontre 
de leur succès », a déclaré M. 
Cummings.

Il s’est dit certain que le 
Libéria se lèvera fièrement et 
que les Libériens seront élevés 
et considérés à juste titre dans 
le monde, pourvu qu’un bon 
leader capable de prôner un 
leadership digne de confiance et 
de diriger selon des normes plus 
élevées et de bons exemples 
arrive au pouvoir.

Une fois ce leader élu, le 
Libéria n'aura plus besoin de 
mendier ou de se voir devenir 
mendiant ou de compter sur les 
autres pour faire ce que le pays 
veut faire pour soi-même.

« Grâce aux efforts honnêtes 
et collectifs, ainsi qu'à notre 
engagement  e t  à  not re  
dévouement au devoir, les 
Libériens profiteront de leurs 
ressources que Dieu a richement 
accordées à notre pays. Le 
Libéria est trop riche pour que 
les Libériens soient si pauvres, 
en raison de la corruption et 
d’une direction irresponsable », 
a-t-il conclu.

« Votez contre tous les chefs
en leur confiant le pouvoir, 
car si vous continuez à le 
faire, ils continueront à 
contrevenir à la loi, ils 
seront immunisés et ils 
abuseront de leur pouvoir", 
a déclaré le révérend Jallah.

Il a appelé les Libériens à 
rejeter les « forces du mal » 
dans les urnes pour leur 
refus de mettre en œuvre le 
rapport de la CVR de 2009.

Jallah a fait valoir qu'il 
est temps que la volonté des 
b o n n e s  p e r s o n n e s  
l'emporte, notant que les 
électeurs libériens ne 
devraient pas donner aux 
anciens seigneurs de guerre 
un second ou un troisième 
mandat.

Monsieur Adolphus W. 
Dupley, vice-président de 
l'Alliance pour la Justice au 
L i b e r i a ,  c h a r g é  d e s  
politiques et des projets, a 
pour sa part déclaré que le 
groupe est né en février 
2018 et que le 12 juin 2018, 
son nom, sa vision, sa 
mission et son objectif ont 
été adoptés par cinq 
institutions.

Il a nommé Patriot 
Crusaders Liberia, Inc., 
United Methodist Church par 
le biais de son Human Rights 
Monitors, Youth United for 
the Promotion of Academic 

a n d  S o c i a l  C h a n g e ,  
Organization for Women and 
Children et Defense for 
Children International Liberia.

Monsieur Dupley a indiqué 
que la mission de l'alliance est 
de renforcer la résilience 
locale, l'appropriation et 
d'inciter les acteurs nationaux 
et internationaux à adhérer et à 
m e t t r e  e n  œ u v r e  
i n t é g r a l e m e n t  l a  
recommandation de la CVR, en 
étab l i s sant  un  t r ibuna l  
ordinaire spécial sur les crimes 
de guerre et en fournissant des 
services de santé et sociaux aux 
victimes de la guerre.

« Notre vision [est] de 
construire et de maintenir une 
société exempte de blessures 
et d'impunité, obtenue grâce à 
la poursuite judiciaire des 
cr iminels  de  guerre  et  
économiques, à la santé et aux 
services sociaux pour les 
victimes de la guerre », a-t-il 
déclaré.

S e l o n  l u i ,  l ' o b j e c t i f  
stratégique de l'alliance est de 
mettre en œuvre pleinement et 
en temps opportun le rapport 
de la CVR et de l'utiliser pour 
parvenir à une guérison, une 
r é c o n c i l i a t i o n  e t  u n e  
responsabilité durables afin de 
favoriser un développement 
durable inclusif.
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hat Would George Washington Say about 

WAmerica’s Relations with Liberia after 200 
Years? March 15 was Joseph Jenkins (JJ) 

Roberts’ Birthday in Liberia, a day celebrating the life and 
accomplishments of the nation’s first president. The 
United States of America and the Republic of Liberia have 
close consanguinity. Liberia was founded by freed slaves 
from the United States of America in 1822, 200 years ago. 
So it was no surprise that the United States government 
through its embassy near Monrovia would make a 
statement commemorating this day for Roberts, who was 
born in Virginia in the USA. As the day began, Liberians 
were awakened to a strongly worded Op-Ed piece by 
Michael A. McCarthy, U.S. Ambassador to Liberia. The 
diplomat bluntly confronted the Liberian people for what 
he considers serious lapses in governance, reflected in 
corruption, lack of basic drugs in clinics and hospitals, 
bemoaned the mountain of garbage in the nation’s capital 
and demanded to know why Liberians are incapable of 
removing dirt from the streets of the nation’s capital. The 
Ambassador did not include a caveat in his Op-Ed that the 
evils he recounted were not new and were in fact 
challenges that had bedeviled previous administrations. No 
one can deny that Liberia has historically faced challenges 
with corruption, lack of accountability and during the 
postwar period, waste management has shown to be a 
difficult task in the city of Monrovia due to the inorganic 
population growth from the 14 years of civil war. Moreover, 
the government of Liberia is urged to take seriously the 
concerns of the American diplomat. But the public should 
be warned that the Ambassador took the liberty to rant and 
rave at a poor country, mostly dependent upon aid from the 
United States and other donors and conveniently omitted 
from his narrative that the country’s existence has been 
characterized by neglect, exploitation and collusion of the 
international system with corrupt elites. Resultantly, the 
neglect, exploitation and collusion led to a fratricidal 
conflict and a failed state, with all institutions mostly 
destroyed and human capacity substantially reduced, 
while the Americans stood by as the carnage engulfed the 
entire nation. Not only did the US government stand by idly 
during the war, but Firestone Plantations Company of 
Akron, Ohio, the American rubber giant actively supported 
and gained financially by alliance with one of the factions, 
the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) led by Charles 
Taylor, the former Liberian president. Taylor is currently 
serving time for war crimes, including recruitment of child 
soldiers, gross human rights violations, amputation of 
limbs and sexual slavery. Had Firestone not supported the 
NPFL, the war would have ended sooner saving hundreds of 
thousands of lives and preserving Liberia’s infrastructure 
that was almost completely destroyed during the senseless 
conflict. Firestone’s role in the economic history of Liberia 
is also connected to slave wages, mistreatment of its 
workers and exploitation of the Liberian economy by 
transfer pricing and other commercial malpractices. In 
contrast, there is La Cote d’Ivoire, next door to Liberia, a 
former French Colony, also a post conflict nation, with 
fewer than 200 years association with that European 
nation, but a country that is an agricultural giant, with 
infrastructure that includes 94 percent electricity 
penetration and modern roads and amenities. The GDP of 
La Cote d’Ivoire was 60 billion dollars in 2021, with a per 
capita GDP of 2300 USD. In contrast the GDP of Liberia was 
2.95 billion dollars, with a per capita GDP of only 743 USD. 
The Ambassador made many statements that should not go 
unchecked. To the uninitiated, the diplomat’s claims about 
the quantum of United State aid to Liberia, about 110 
million dollars including 79 million dollars to the 
healthcare sector annually seems like direct support to the 
government of Liberia. This is far from the truth. US aid to 
Liberia is coordinated by the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and a multitude of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), known as 
implementing partners. In 2020, more than 8.5 billion 
dollars went to Sub-Saharan countries. The aid industry in 
the global South known as poverty reduction is larger than 
most sectors. A phalanx of so-called “experts” from the 
United States and donor nations administers more than 90 
percent of aid monies coming to developing nations. 
Distressingly, most aid procurement contracts are largely 
mechanisms used to fund support to commercial 
enterprises in the home countries. The United States 
Ambassador was inaccurate in the quantum of aid to 
Liberia. For the last year reported in 2020, the quantum of 
aid to Liberia, as updated by the USAID on February 21, 
2022, was 120 million dollars. Liberia was only at 21st place 

in the amount of US Aid sent to Sub-Saharan Africa. Ethiopia 
received 1 billion dollars, at 1st place and the Gambia at 22nd. 
The monies spent in the name of Liberia went to the following 
sectors:

54 million dollars to health and population
24 million dollars in administration costs
11 million dollars to governance
18 million dollars to education
7.1 million dollars to agriculture
2 million dollars to infrastructure
1.7 million dollars to humanitarian aid
3.0 million to other unspecified activities.

The Ambassador was inaccurate in his characterization of 
the quantum, character and form of aid sent to Liberia in the 
last year reported. Moreover, the Ambassador did not indicate 
the level of aid effectiveness of the monies spent as required by 
the Busan Declaration. The Busan Partnership agreement “sets 
out principles, commitments and actions that offer a 
foundation for effective co-operation in support of 
international development. The Busan Partnership agreement 
is a consensus that a wide range of governments and 
organizations have expressed their support for.” Simply put, aid 
must be effective with quantifiable outcome indicators and 
despite the nearly 5 billion dollars of US aid spent in the name of 
Liberia between 2006 and 2017, the United States government 
through its ambassador cannot state clearly how that aid 
benefitted Liberia and why poverty persists in such magnitude 
nearly 20 years in the country’s postwar dispensation. The 
United States Ambassador complained that health care 
facilities in Kolahun, Lofa County and Saniquellie, Nimba 
County make do without basic drugs. This was a disingenuous 

attempt to place responsibility on the government of Liberia or 
officials for the diversion or theft of drugs from public 
healthcare centers to private ones. The act of diversion of drugs 
from public to private clinics is as old as the Republic of Liberia 
and is in fact not an uncommon occurrence in Africa.

The Ambassador also sought to make the diversion of drugs a 
new phenomenon, when in fact evidence abounds that over the 
12 years of the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Administration, frequent 
drug diversion and thefts were reported at the National Drug 
Service (NDS), a government agency responsible for distributing 
drugs to government hospitals and clinics, and even theft of 
funding by officials of the NDS.

In recounting the quantum of US aid to Liberia in the recent 
period, the Ambassador failed to indicate that overall official 
development aid (ODA) has been substantially reduced, from a 
high of 1.4 billion dollars in 2010, to only 597 million in the last 
year, 2019 when figures were reported. Liberia received on 
average annually 776 million dollars in aid between 2010 and 
2017.

The drop in aid, reduced spending from operations of the UN 
in Liberia including aggregate demand of 200 million dollars 
annually has put a strain on the Liberian economy. The 
Ambassador mentioned Ebola, and interestingly did not 
mention the fact that 2021 was the first year of positive 
economic growth since the disease invaded Liberia in 2014. 
Moreover, since the departure of UN troops and security forces, 
Liberia must now pay for its own security, balance the national 
budget and provide basic services to the Liberian people. 
Reading the Ambassador’s piece, one would get the mistaken 
impression that the sky is falling in Liberia. That is far from the 
truth. Growth prospects for the Liberian economy have been 
revised to indicate an uptick of 4 percent in the last year, with 

more positive growth projected for 2022. The Ambassador did 
not indicate the progress but instead dwelled on the challenges 
that exist in most Sub-Saharan countries. participation. 
Municipalities around the globe are turning to the private 
sector to provide efficiencies in solid waste management, but 
the World Bank and donors created a system that is clearly 
inefficient. The World Bank, Cities Alliance, United Nations 
Environmental Program (UNEP), European Union (EU), 
Community Based Enterprises (CBEs) including organized 
private collection firms, civil society, politicians and the public 
have sought to support improvements in solid waste 
management in the city, but frustrations persist. Indeed, the 
city of Monrovia must wean itself from donor funding, but the 
foundation for efficient solid waste management was sacrificed 
for a system that included a convoluted system of community 
involvement in a city with over 1 million people that does not 
exist anywhere on the planet. Inefficiencies in the collection 
and disposal of solid waste management in Monrovia are the 
results of lack of planning, inadequate financial resources and 
inorganic growth of the city arising out of the 14-year conflict 
that increased the city’s population to more than 1.2 million 
people from only 600,000 in the prewar years.

Moreover, mostly obstructing Monrovia’s solid waste 
management are the lack of public support due to limited 
information and knowledge and a coordinated implementation 
plan with a model that galvanizes popular embrace, mobilizes 
resources and sets out clear objectives and demonstrably shows 
the long-term positive impact of the city’s strategic plan for 
solid waste management. The donor led system has not worked, 
and so it is unreasonable for the city of Monrovia, without own 
source revenues, a veritable tax base and an independent city 
government to create and implement a solid waste 
management system without donor support in the immediate 
term. The meddlesome donor intervention, bringing in 
companies like Zoom Lion from Ghana did not allow Liberians to 
create domestic ownership of waste management. We did not 
ask foreigners to assist us with waste management in the entire 
history of Liberia. It was only in the postwar period, when donor 
support was embedded in every activity for private gain, from 
both the donors to support their commercial enterprises and 
from government officials beholden to the international system 
was when garbage collection became an international form of 
donor support. We did not ask for donor support. The donors 
inserted themselves in an activity best suited for the private 
sector and voila we have the mess they created. They must fix 
it. The Ambassador writes about transparency in voting at the 
legislature and indicating that voting machines were installed 
in 2014 that would indicate how legislators vote. But this is 
outrage that was not directed at the government of Liberia, 
under the pop star presidency of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf between 
2014 and 2017? Why now? Why this righteous indignation over 
the lack of transparency in the Liberia legislature? Where was 
the outrage when 66 out of 68 concession agreements were 
being passed fraudulently when American companies were the 
beneficiaries of the lack of transparency? Chevron. Exxon 
Mobil. Anadarko. Arcelor Mittal with a major presence in the 
United States. ProPublica narrates the difficulties of ridding 
Liberia of corruption in a story involving Chevron.

Now the United States Congress is contemplating imposing 
selective sanctions on Liberian officials for corruption. Why 
now? What is the motivation? Why was not sanction an option 
during the 12 years of the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Administration, 
with clear and irrefutable evidence of corruption, nepotism 
and human rights violations? Indeed, the motivation is patently 
political, instigated by the disheveled, unprepared and 
unconnected opposition political parties, supporters with deep 
pockets, who are entreating congress by utilizing powerful 
lobbyists. They are attempting to tip the scales of the election 
in favor of the political elites in 2023. This is their playbook over 
the last 42 years. Since the ancient regime was overthrown in 
1980, efforts by the political elites to retain power have been 
assisted by their allies in the United States. The war and 
consequences thereof were promulgated by these elites, using 
child soldiers, exploiting ethnic divisions and effectively ruined 
a once promising country. Thus, the question that must be 
asked is simple: What would George Washington say about the 
relations between Liberia and the United States that produced 
one of the world’s poorest countries? With nearly 15 billion 
dollars in donor support over the postwar period, this is the 
Liberia we have, and the current government is fixing the mess 
created by the neglect, exploitation and collusion with the 
political elite. The Ambassador should do well to read the 
history of Liberia to understand how this country became what 
it is today. Going further, despite the fallacies in the 
Ambassador’s Op-Ed, the government of Liberia is urged to 
redouble its efforts to minimize corruption and remain 
steadfast in its drive to improve the lot of the Liberian people.

REJOINDER
TO: What Would J.J. Roberts Have to Say about Liberia today? 

Written by U.S. Ambassador to Liberia Michael A. McCarthy 
March 15, 2022By: Jacob T. Binda, Contributing Writer

US Ambassador Michael A. McCarthy
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C
riminal Court 
‘’C’’ Judge T. 
Ciapha Carey 

reserves ruling in defense 
lawyers’ motion to dismiss 
t h e  t r i a l  o f  t h e  
Cha i rpe r son  o f  the  
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
C o m m i s s i o n  ( N E C )  
D a v i d e t t a  B r o w n e -
Lansanah,  fo l lowing  
h e a t e d  a r g u m e n t  
between defense and 
prosecution lawyers

State  prosecutors  
recently filed a counter-
motion, requesting Judge 
Carey to dismiss a motion 
by lawyers representing 
the NEC Chair Davidetta 
Browne Lansanah, which 
seeks dismissal of the 
trial.

The NEC had earlier 
filed a motion seeking a 
complete dismissal of the 
entire case on grounds 
that the Liberia Anti-

Corruption Commission 
(LACC) lacks the legal 
reliance to prosecute the 
crime - insider trading on 
the basis that the law has 
not been enacted and that 
the court itself lacks 
jurisdiction over the 
matter.

On March 8, lawyers 
representing Mrs. Browne-
Lansanah filed a motion, 
asking Judge Carey to 
dismiss the case saying, 
the alleged crime of 
insider trading upon which 
the LACC is prosecuting 
their client has not been 
enacted.

The LACC thru its 
Executive Chairperson 
Cllr. Edwin Kla Martin on 
Wednesday, December 15, 
2021, indicted Madam 
Browne Lansanah for 
a l l eged  con f l i c t  o f  
interest and corruption.

It had been reported in 
November 2021 that the 
N E C ,  u n d e r  t h e  
supervision of Chairperson 

Davidetta Browne Lansanah 
during the November 16, 2021 by-
elections in four counties, rented 
thermometers from a company 
called Tuma Enterprises Inc., 
allegedly owned by her brothers 
for over US$180,000 outside of 
gove rnment  p rocu rement  
regulations.

She was charged and indicted 
for the alleged crime of insider 
trading in violation of Part II, 
Section 2.2 of the 2008 
Corruption Acts establishing the 
LACC.

Making their  argument 
Wednesday, March 16, 2022, the 
defense lawyers argued that the 
alleged crime of insider trading 
has not been enacted into law 
and has not been penalized under 
L i b e r i a n  s t a t u t o r y  l a w s  
therefore, their client cannot 
and should not plead to the 
alleged crime of insider trading.

The lawyers also argued that 
the court does not have any 
jurisdiction over their client as it 
relates to the violation of the 

Code of Conduct for public 
officials because that instrument 
provides its own disciplinary 
processes in the event where 
there is an infringement/breach 
of the Code in Part XIV Section 
14.1.

“Listen to me, you cannot use 
a legal means to solve illegal 
problem. Violation for the Code 
of Conduct is legal therefore, it 
cannot be solved by illegal 
means. Every act that is consider 
as criminal is legislated in our 
penal code but nothing is done in 
this case so we cannot use 
unlawful means to legal means. 
Let them quote the section in the 
law that provides that insider-
trading is a crime’’, defense 
lawyers argued.

They defended their argument 
by propounding that Part XII of 
the very Code of Conduct 
provides for the creation of the 
office of an Ombudsman: section 
12.1 of the Code of Conduct 
states: “The office of an 
O m b u d s m a n  i s  h e r e b y  
established as an independent 
autonomous body which shall be 

responsible for the enforcement, 
oversight, monitoring and 
evaluation of the adherence to 
the Code of Conduct”

However, state prosecutors in 
their motion countered that the 
LACC acted properly in the 
absence and creation of the 
office of the Ombudsman, 
maintaining that antigraft 
institution acted in its stead.

But the NEC’s arguments are: 
(1) that “insider trading” is not a 
cognizable crime under Liberian 
law; and (2) that under the 
national code of conduct, the 
ombudsman has the sole 
authority to receive and 
investigate complaints of alleged 
violations and impose sanction, 
noting that, while “insider 
trading” is mentioned in the 
LACC act and the anti-money 
laundering act, that mention is 
conditional, first because those 
acts do not define what 
constitutes insider trading, 
neither do they say what the 
penalty is. Next, they say the 

money laundering act in section 
15 lists several predicate 
offenses and says as may be 
provided in the penal code or 
other Liberian laws.

They continue that being 
aware that the Liberian law 
doesn’t provide any definition 
and penalty of what insider 
trading is, the LACC (in the 
indictment) cited the definition 
of insider trading from Black’s 
law dictionary, this, the defense 
i n s i s t s  i s  unaccep tab l e ,  
especially in matters of criminal 
allegations.

However, the problem with 
this argument, legal experts 
explained is that in matters of 
public laws, a party/commission 
can’t assume authority unto 
itself, and that authority must be 
stated in the law, in this case, the 
Code.

According to them, assuming 
but without agreeing the LACC 
could act in the absence of the 
ombudsman, does the Code give 
criminal court “C” jurisdiction to 
impose the Code’s administrative 
sanctions on a person? There’s 

2022                              

he Senior Pastor of the 

THouse of Jesus Christ 
located upper Benson 

Street, Caldwell, Rev. Jackson 
Zarbay, has been sentenced at 
the Monrovia Central Prison for 
allegedly raping a 12 - year - old 
minor who was taken to his 
C h u r c h  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  
deliverance.

Pastor Zarbay was charged 
with the commission of the 
crime of statutory rape in 
v i o l a t i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  
14.70(1)(a)(I)(b) of the New 
Rape Law of Liberia. 

On 11 March 2022, the 
v i c t i m ’s  m o t h e r  ( n a m e  
withheld), reported to the 
Women and Children Protection 
Section of the Liberia National 
Police at Zone 7 base and 
alleged that her 12 years old 
daughter was sexually abused 
by Pastor Zarbay.

The complainant alleged 
that her daughter was taken to 
Pastor Zarbay for deliverance 
on 10 February following which 
the incident allegedly occurred. 

According to the charge 
sheet ,  the  compla inant  
narrated that her daughter 
called via phone and narrated 
that on 9 March 2022, Pastor 
Zarbay carried her in his school 
building (Christ Foundation 
Institute), in one of the 
classrooms and told her to take 
off her clothes. 

The  v i c t im  a l l e ged l y  
narrated that in the process, 
the suspect also took off his 
clothes and lied over her. 

The charge sheet revealed 
that during separate interviews 
with the victim, she narrated to 

the investigators that her aunt 
carried her to Pastor Zarbay’s 
Church for spiritual deliverance. 

" Pastor Zarbay wasted 
something inside my eyes and 
prayed for me and after praying, 
he told me that we should go [to] 
the school building so he can test 
me,” the victim is quoted by 
police as saying.

“When we  went inside the 
school building, Pastor Zarbay 
followed me and he took off my 
clothes and lied me on the bench 
and he sexually abused me  by 
inserting his penis inside my 
vagina,” the victim is said to 
have explained.  

She maintained that Pastor 
Zarbay had sexually abused her 
three different times all at night 
hour. She claimed that the first 
was in one of the class rooms, the 
second time was in the 
principal’s office and the last 
time was in one of the 
classrooms. 

The victim further said that 
Pastor Zarbay used to spray her 
eyes and give her garlic water to 
drink when she was taken there 
for deliverance. 

She revealed that that on 
March 9, Pastor Zarbay followed 
her inside the school building 
and he told her to take off her 
clothes, held her mouth and 
wanted to sexually abuse her. 

But she claimed that she 
fought him and ran away from 
the Church and went to her aunt.

The victim’s medical report 
from Star of the Sea Sexual 
Gender - Based Violence (SGBV) 
One Stop Center showed that her 
hymen is intact, which support 
her assertion that he attempted 
to sexually abuse, her but did not 
succeed.
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Can’t use legal means to solve illegal problem Pastor jailed 
over rape charge

By Lincoln G. Peters 

absolutely no provision in the 
Code for the criminal court to 
impose and/or judicially review 
the imposition of the Code’s 
administrative sanctions.

In response to defense 
lawyers’ argument, the LACC 
legal team says the case as it 
relates to insider trading and 
market manipulation is in 
violation of the Code of 
Conduct, consistent with Part 
XV I I :  Cr imina l  Offence,  
therefore it is acting properly.

The prosecutors also insist 
that the court has jurisdiction 
over the case because the 
statute that creates the Criminal 
Court  “C”  confers  such  
jurisdiction.

Making his determination 
after listening to both sides, 
Judge  Ca rey  announced  
Wednesday, March 16, 2022, that 
ru l ing  in  the matter  i s  
suspended, pending notice of 
a s s i gnment .  Ed i t ing  by  
Jonathan Bowne
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eam Gongloe, the 

Tp o l i t i c a l  g r ou p  
leading the call to 

make human rights lawyer 
and advocate Cllr. Tiawan 
Saye Gongloe the President of 
Liberia has asked the 
Government here to remove 
unconditionally, the sharp 
increases in the prices of 
petroleum products because 
they “unjustified.” 

“On Monday, March 7, 2022, 
the Government of Liberia 
announced sharp increases in the 
prices of petroleum product 
putting a gallon of gasoline from 
US$4.00 to US$5.66 while diesel 
fuel, US$4.40 to US$6.00. The 
increases are unjustified and 
m u s t  b e  r e m o v e d  
unconditionally,” the group said 
i n  a  s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  
Wednesday, 16 March 2022. 

Team Gongloe argued that 
while the war in Europe causes 

strain on the global economy 
including the prices of energy 
products, the Government’s 
justification for the sharp 
increases is groundless and 
unwarranted but deliberate 
to strangulate ordinary 
Liberians who the already dire 
state of the nation adversely 
affects. 

“We acknowledge that 
Liberia is part of the global 
economy that feels the 
squeezes engendered by 
climbs of the prices of 
petroleum products largely 
due to the crisis. Yet, nowhere 
i n  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h  a  
comparable economy like 
Liberia’s, has the change been 
as massive or astronomical as 
the Government has imposed 
on its own citizens,” the 
group said. 

In Sierra Leone, Team 
G o n g l o e  a r g u e d ,  t h e  
Government there, has 
increased by a mere 65 cents 
the cost of a gallon of gasoline 
and diesel while Guinea and 
Togo are yet to announce any 
price increases.  

In Togo, it continued, 
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Petroleum price increase unjustified
–Team Gongloe claims

By Lincoln G. Peters 

Cllr. Tiawan Saye Gongloe
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