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elatives of the late 

Rf o r m e r  p r i m e  
minister of Mali say 

the country ' s  mi l i tary  
government has refused to 
turn over his body unless they 
agree not to request an 
autopsy.

Soumeylou Boubèye Maiga 
died March 21, 2022, at a 
Bamako hospital after seven 
months in detention.

Maiga served under former 
President Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keita, who was deposed in a 

2020 coup. Maiga was arrested in 
August 2021 on charges of fraud.

His health deteriorated while 
in jail, and his family repeatedly 
sought permission to get him 
released for treatment. For the 
last three months, he has been 
under guard at a Bamako clinic.

At Maiga's home in central 
Bamako on March 22, where his 
family gathered to receive 
guests, his brother Mohamed 
Boubèye Maiga said the military 
government has refused to hand 
over his body unless the family 

The spokesperson for a 
group of opposition parties, 
Ismael Sacko, talked to VOA 
from Bamako via a messaging 
app.

Sacko said Maiga's death 
could have been a form of 
political assassination, so an 
investigation is crucial.

Aguibou Bouare, president 
of Mali's National Human Rights 
Commission, a governmental 
agency that investigates human 
rights abuse accusations, said 
that the commission monitored 
Maiga's case, but it was denied 
access to the former prime 
minister while he was in the 
hospital.

Bouare  sa id  that  a l l  
prisoners, including Maiga, who 
had not yet been tried have the 

agrees not to request an 
autopsy.

He added that Maiga's 
family, friends and lawyers 
had been refused access to 
Maiga in recent months as his 
health deteriorated, so no 
loved ones were present when 
Maigi died.

Several Malian political 
parties, along with the head 
of Mali's U.N. mission and the 
president of neighboring 
Niger, have publicly reacted 
to Maiga's death.

udanese human rights 

Sd e f e n d e r s  a r e  
welcoming the U.S. 

Treasury  Department’s  
imposition of sanctions 
against Sudan’s Central 
Reserve Police (CRP) for using 
excessive violence against 
peaceful protesters. But 
these activists say the U.S. 
and other nations should take 
further measures against the 
military regime that took 
power in Sudan last year.

T h e  U . S .  T r e a s u r y  
Department’s Office of Foreign 
A s s e t s  C o n t r o l  ( O FA C )  
announced Monday that “all 
property and interests in 
property of the CRP that are in or 
come within the United States, 
or that are in the possession or 
control of U.S. persons, are 
blocked and must be reported to 
OFAC.”

Mohamed Osman, a Human 
Rights Watch researcher in 
Khartoum, said the CRP has been 

accused of  oppress ing  
Sudanese protesters since the 
coup on October 25. He noted 
that the police unit has a well-
documented record of abuse 
during the 2018 and 2019 
protests that led to the 
overthrow of  longt ime 
president Omar al-Bashir and, 
before that, in conflict areas 
of Darfur and Kordofan.

“ T h e  m o v e  i s  l o n g  
overdue,” Osman told VOA’s 
South Sudan in Focus. He said 
HRW’s own research found 
that the CRP also led post-
c o u p  c r a c k d o w n s  o n  
protesters on Nov. 17, 2021, 
and January 17 of this year.

Sanctions appreciated
Osman appreciates the 

sanctions but believes they 
should be part of a larger 
package of punitive measures 
to be effective.

Repeated attempts to 
r e a c h  S u d a n  p o l i c e  
spokesperson Br igadier  
General Hassan el-Tijani 
Ahmed for comment received 
no reply.

Sudan ' s  m i l i t a r y - l ed  

right to medical treatment and 
to receive visits from family. 
Human rights must be respected 
at all times, in all places, and in 
all circumstances, he said, 
especially during exceptional 
circumstances and periods of 
crisis.

VOA attempted to reach a 
Malian army spokesman for 
comment, but got no response.

The government released a 
short  s tatement  Monday  
announcing Maiga's death "after 
a long illness."

The military government 
o r d e r e d  R a d i o  F r a n c e  
Internationale and France 24 off 
the air last week after RFI and 
Human Rights Watch reported on 
alleged human rights abuses by 
Mali's army. VOA

Sovereign Council issued a 
statement on December 31 
condemning violence against 
protesters and directed “legal 
and security” authorities to 
address the issue. The Council 
also announced it had launched 
a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  

allegations of rape and other 
abuses committed against 
civilians during protests on 
December 19 which were 
highlighted in a United Nations 
r e p o r t .  Re s u l t s  o f  a n y  
investigation have not been 
made public. VOA

Sudanese protesters march during a demonstration calling for
civilian rule and denouncing the military administration

S
udan has denied the 
presence of a Russian 
p r i v a t e  m i l i t a r y  

contractor in the country.
The denial follows a joint 

statement by British, American 
and Norwegian envoys that 
Wagner Group personnel had 

been engaged in social media 
disinformation campaigns and 
illegal gold mining in Sudan.

"The Sudanese government 
wishes to deny [these reports] 
in totality," Sudan's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said.

The authorities accused the 
We s t e r n  d i p l o m a t s  o f  
attempting to draw Sudan into 
the ongoing war between Russia 
and Ukraine.

Recently, Sudan’s deputy 
leader, Lt Gen Mohamed 
Hamdan "Hemeti" Dagalo, 
visited Moscow - and was in the 
country on the day Russia 
invaded Ukraine.

Russia’s mercenaries have 
been accused of committing 

human r ights  abuses  in  
neighbouring Central African 
Republic (CAR). Western 
countries also say Wagner 
mercena r i e s  have  been  
deployed in Mali.

The paramilitary group has 
thousands of fighters in Libya, 
where they have been backing 
renegade general, Khalifa 
Haftar, against forces loyal to a 
government in Tripoli. BBC

Then-Prime Minister Soumeylou Boubeye Maiga
stands outside a polling station in Bamako

Mali Attaches Conditions to Handing
Over Late PM's Body - Says Family

US Sanctions Sudan’s
Central Police Force

Sudan denies presence
of Russian mercenaries

Sudan's military leaders have maintained strong relationsSudan's military leaders have maintained strong relations
with Russia - with Hemeti (R) visiting Moscow last monthwith Russia - with Hemeti (R) visiting Moscow last month

Sudan's military leaders have maintained strong relations
with Russia - with Hemeti (R) visiting Moscow last month
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THE POLITICAL LEGACY of Cllr. Charles walker 
Brumskine as a unifier, nationalistic statesman and an 
ardent promoter of political tolerance is being 
gradually eroded by the party he founded and left 
behind.

SINCE THE DEMISE of Cllr. Brumskine in 2019, the Liberty 
Party has failed to keep its focus. Instead, it has 
degenerated into personality contest fueled by selfish 
ambitions and factional loyalty, abandoning the code 
mission of providing alternative leadership to the 
Liberian people.

THE LP HAS failed to remain a cohesive political force or 
to speak with one voice. Even in its attempt to remain in 
a collaboration has been sheltered by a split right down 
the middle with Chairman Musa Hassan Bility going his 
own way while Political Leader Senator Nyonblee 
Kangar Lawrance is headed for another direction.

NOW THE FACTION led by Political Leader Senator 
Kangar Lawrance has parted with the now disintegrated 
Collaborating Political Parties (CPP), leaning on the side 
of former ruling Unity Party, as Chairman Bility sits on 
other side, trying to find his own compass rather than 
what Brumskine left behind.

CERTAINLY, THIS is not the kind of political institution 
the late Cllr. Brumskine had envisaged when he 
organized the Liberty Party. He envisaged a strong party 
would made it presence felt on the political scene, 
something that he achieved from the very inception of 
the LP in 2005.

THOUGH IT NEVER emerged victorious from the three 
last elections, the party rose and found itself among the 
top three political parties in Liberia after the civil war 
in 2004. But its spirit became to dwindle after the 2017 
elections and the subsequent death of founding father 
Brumskine.

THE NYONBLEE KANGAR-Lawrance leadership has failed 
to uphold and protect the Brumskine Legacy with the LP. 
It is so sad.

A HOME THAT his divided against itself can’t stand. 
Liberty Party is rapidly diminishing as a political force 
just a year after Brumskine departed. The party now 
exists by name, losing relevance.

CAN BILITY AND Madam Nyonblee Lawrance bury their 
egos and reunite Liberty Party for Brumskine’s sake? 
Both officials ought to know that party is about the 
people rather than selfish interest.

THESE TWO LEADERS are disappointing Brumskine in his 
grave. They need to change course before the 2023 
elections to keep the legacy of Cllr. Brumskine’s alive.

2022                              
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DINBURGH – The world has responded 

Eto Russia’s invasion of Ukraine with 
sanctions, travel bans, and deliveries 

of humanitarian and military aid, all of 
which have been stepped up as Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s war crimes claim 
more lives every day. Now, with the 
Ukrainian people’s courage and solidarity 
having stirred the collective conscience of 
Europe and much of the world, pressure is 
growing to complement these measures 
with criminal indictments of Putin and his 
closest associates.

The momentum is global. Some 140 
prominent jurists and former leaders have 
issued a declaration of support for a 
“special tribunal for the punishment of the 
crime of aggression against Ukraine” – an 
idea first proposed by Philippe Sands of 
University College London. Indeed, 
Ukraine’s lead prosecutor has announced 
that she is already compiling evidence of 
war crimes committed by Putin and his 
forces, and legal authorities in Germany 
and Poland are launching investigations of 
their own. In Spain, a magistrate has been 
building a case upon which to issue 
international arrest warrants for Putin’s 
inner circle, as was done 20 years ago to 
arraign Chile’s former dictator, Augusto 
Pinochet.

Moreover, following requests from at least 
39 countries, the lead prosecutor of the 
International Criminal Court is opening an 
investigation into war crimes and crimes 
against humanity in Ukraine (though the 
ICC cannot prosecute Russia for the specific 
crime of aggression). And Michelle 
Bachelet, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, has 
announced that a UN Human Rights Council 
commission of inquiry will compile a 
dossier documenting crimes against 
humanity, war crimes, and aggression.

Meanwhile, Russia’s own hired legal gun at 
the International Court of Justice has 
resigned, saying, “Enough is enough. It’s 
become impossible for me to represent a 
country that so cynically despises the law.”

Putin’s crimes are so grave that all 
investigations are both essential and 
welcome. But the priority now is to move 
fast. The world needs to send a message to 
the people of Ukraine that the world will 
act, and to Russia’s current leadership that 
anyone helping to sustain Putin’s war of 
aggression will not escape with impunity 
and would do well to distance themselves 
from the regime and start turning over 
evidence.

A decision on a special international 
tribunal has been requested by Ukraine, 
and we need European governments to 
support that call. But we could already 

establish an interim office to investigate all 
incidents that may constitute the crime of 
aggression. An interim prosecutor could be 
appointed to compile the evidence and 
consider the basic questions – the nature of 
prosecution, the issue of immunity, and the 
rules of procedure. This operation would 
preferably be based in The Hague, and it 
need not involve more than ten staff 
members. With financial support from one 
or two governments, it could work closely 
with the ICC in their respective but 
complementary investigations.

The crime of aggression is a relatively 
straightforward offense to investigate and 
prosecute. It applies to all those who plan, 
initiate, influence, or shape an overall 
policy of aggression. A group of American 
lawyers has already done impressive work 
documenting what they consider to be acts 
of aggression committed by Putin, starting 
with his 2014 decisions to seize Crimea and 
to deploy troops in Ukraine’s Donbas region.

Putin’s crime of aggression against Ukraine 
does not end with the invasion that began on 
February 24. It has continued with each 
deliberate attack on Ukrainian cities and 
towns, with his targeting of innocent 
civilians, with his refusal to honor 
humanitarian corridors and ceasefires, and 
with his use of nuclear power stations to 
extort the Ukrainian government.

When war crimes committed in Yugoslavia 
and Rwanda were on the agenda 30 years 
ago, US President Bill Clinton led a bold 
initiative to create special tribunals that 
were eventually endorsed by the UN 
Security Council. The justifications given 
then are no less relevant today. The 
Americans saw a need for moral leadership. 
A tribunal was not there to favor any one 
race, religion, or ethnic group, Clinton 
explained. But it would, as he said then, 
draw a line between those who had decided 
to wield a clenched fist and those who were 
willing to extend an open hand. That, he 
said, is ultimately the one dividing line that 
really matters.

Our task today is the same. We must draw a 
line between those who see the world as a 
never-ending struggle between “us” and 
“them,” and those who would embrace our 
common humanity. By beginning the process 
of investigating, documenting, and 
prosecuting Russia’s international crimes, 
we can give the people of Ukraine – and the 
world – a realistic hope that justice will be 
done and our  common humanity  
acknowledged.

Gordon Brown, a former prime minister of 
the United Kingdom, is United Nations 
Special Envoy for Global Education and 
Chair of the International Commission on 
Financing Global Education Opportunity.

Prosecuting Putin Starts Now
By Gordon Brown
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LP split erodes 
Brumskine’s political legacy
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Il est malheureux que l'ambassadeur des États-Unis Michael 
McCarthy ait été la cible de propos durs, certains dans les 
journaux et d'autres dans lors d’émissions de débats en direct, 
pour avoir attiré l’attention sur le fait que la ville de Monrovia 
est très sale et contredit les autorités de Monrovia City 
Corporation qui disent que la ville de Monrovia a été abandonnée 
et ne bénéficie plus de soutiens financiers de la part des 
partenaires étrangers.

Certains animateurs des débats télévisés pensent pas que 
l'ambassadeur des États-Unis se mêle aux affaires intérieures du 
Libéria en tentant de contredire les autorités de la ville. Mais 
nous ne sommes pas d'accord, car les membres du corps 
diplomatique ici font partie intégrante de la société libérienne. 
Ce qui affecte notre capitale en termes de manque d'élimination 
appropriée et d’ordures a également un impact sur leurs 
activités et leur bien-être au Libéria.

Plus précisément, l'ambassadeur McCarthy a déclaré dans un O-
PED qu'il avait écrit le mardi 15 mars 2022 pour commémorer le 
200e anniversaire du premier président du Libéria, Joseph 
Jenkins Roberts (célébré chaque année comme une fête 
nationale), « qu’aurait dit le défunt président à propos de l'état 
actuel du pays qui est maintenant englouti par la corruption 
systémique, la gouvernance du barreau et l'échec du leadership, 
entre autres ? »

Il a ensuite repris un commentaire fait lors de la célébration de 
la Journée de Monrovia le mois dernier lorsqu'un haut 
fonctionnaire a regretté que, contrairement à ses trois années 
précédentes au pouvoir, "aucun donateur ou partenaire externe 
ne finance les coûts récurrents de la collecte et de l'élimination 
des déchets solides". Ce fonctionnaire estimait que la ville avait 
été abandonnée par la communauté internationale. 
L’ambassadeur s’est ainsi demandé de savoir s'il y a une 
responsabilité plus fondamentale d’une mairie locale que de 
rendre sa ville propre.

Malheureusement, le diplomate américain a automatiquement 
été la cible de vives critiques de plusieurs sources, certaines 
mettant en cause le manque de soutien des États-Unis au 
gouvernement du Libéria et la manière dont les fonds destinés 
au développement sont gérés par l'Agence américaine pour le 
développement international ou l'USAID.
En tant que partenaire historique et traditionnel du Libéria, les 
ambassadeurs des États-Unis accrédités près de cette capitale 
sont tenus d'attirer l'attention des autorités gouvernementales 
libériennes chaque fois que les choses ne vont pas 
correctement. Et c'est exactement ce que M. McCarthy a fait 
dans son O-PED.

Nous, Libériens, parlons avant de penser. Avons-nous oublié si 
tôt les sacrifices que les États-Unis ont faits et continuent de 
faire pour sortir les Libériens des conditions de santé 
désagréables et de la pauvreté ? Il a fallu que les Etats-Unis 
mettent à disposition l'argent de ses contribuables, en 
collaboration avec les Nations Unies, la CEDEAO et l'Union 
Africaine pour que nous jouissions aujourd’hui d’une paix 
relative.

En vérité, l'ambassadeur Michael McCarthy n'est pas le premier 
diplomate étranger au Libéria à dénoncer l'état sanitaire 
épouvantable de Monrovia. L'année dernière, le chef de la 
mission de l'UE à Monrovia a décrit Monrovia comme la « ville la 
plus sale » de toutes les villes qu’il a vues en Afrique.
  
En tant que Libériens, nous devrions nous regarder dans le miroir 
pour voir les réalités auxquelles cette nation est confrontée et 
faire honnêtement des progrès pour y faire face au lieu de 
condamner les critiques saines qui sont destinées à notre bien.

Éditorial
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L
e camp du parti de la 
liberté fidèle à la 
sénatrice Nyonblee 

K a n g a r - L a w r e n c e  a  
officiellement annoncé, le 
lundi 21 mars 2022, son 
retrait de la Collaboration 
des Partis Politiques (CPP), 
une alliance des principaux 
p a r t i s  p o l i t i q u e s  d e  
l’opposition.

L’ALP ( All Liberian Party) 
et l’UP (Unity Party, ancien 
parti au pouvoir) avaient, il y 

a quelques mois, déjà annoncé 
leur retrait de la coalition 
politique de l’opposition dont 
l’objectif initial était de 
présenter un candidat unique 
afin de battre le président actuel 
George Weah lors de la 
prochaine présidentielle.

Faisant l’annonce lors d'une 
conférence de presse tenue le 
lundi 21 mars 2022, le secrétaire 
général national de la faction 
Nyounblee Kangar-Lawrence, M. 
Jacob Julius Smith, a expliqué 

que la décision découle de 
l’avis du Conseil consultatif.

Il a déclaré que le Conseil 
consultatif s’est réuni dans la 
ville portuaire de Buchanan, 
dans le comté de Grand Bassa, 
du 28 au 29 janvier 2022, et a 
mandaté le Comité exécutif 
national du parti par une 
résolution pour retirer le LP 
de la CPP.

«  M a i n t e n a n t ,  p a r  
conséquent, conformément à 
la décision du Comité exécutif 
national du Parti de la liberté, 
le Parti de la liberté se retire 
par la présente et met ainsi 
fin à son adhésion à la 
Collaboration des Partis 
Politiques (CPP) », a déclaré 
M. Smith.

Le 21 février 2019, le Parti 
de la liberté ainsi que trois 
autres partis politiques 
enregistrés, à savoir le Parti 
de l'unité, le Congrès national 
alternatif et le Parti de tous 
les Libériens, avaient signé un 
protocole d 'accord par 
l 'intermédiaire de leurs 
d i r i g e a n t s  p o l i t i q u e s  
exprimant leur désir de créer 
une Coalition politique.

a  r é c e n t e  

Ldéc l a r a t i on  de  
l’ambassadeur des 

États-Unis Michael McCarthy 
interpelle les Libériens et le 
Président Weah sur la 
nécessité de lutter contre la 
corruption et d’assainir la 
ville de Monrovia qui est la 
capita le pol i t ique et  
économique du pays, estime 
l e  P a r t i  P o p u l a i r e  
Démocratique du Liberia 
(PPDL). 

Le DPPL croit également 
que la déclaration de 
l'ambassadeur américain 
exhorte le président Weah 
et son gouvernement à 
mettre en œuvre les 
réformes économiques 
essentielles nécessaires 
pour accélérer la croissance 
économique durable et le 
développement du capital 
humain.

Le Président du DPPL, le 
Rév. David Kiamu, dans une 
déclaration publiée le lundi 
21 mars 2022, a appelé 
l'administration Weah à 
prendre en compte la 
d é c l a r a t i o n  d e  
l'ambassadeur McCarthy, 
car il s'agit d'une mise en 
garde pour ceux qui, au sein 

de son gouvernement, sont 
déterminés à saper l'État de 
droit et à abuser de la 
confiance du peuple libérien et 
ceux qui sont corrompus 
jusqu’à la moelle.

« Ceux qui menacent la paix 
et la sécurité de cette nation 
sont connus, qu’ils sachent 
qu’ils sont suivis par la 
communauté internationale et 
par les citoyens du Liberia. Un 
jour, peut-être très bientôt, ils 
seront obligés de payer pour 
leurs actions », a dit Rév. 

Kiamu.
Pour lui, la déclaration de 

l'ambassadeur est réaliste, 
honnête, juste et exhorte le 
président George Weah à 
prêter attention à ce qui est 
i m p o r t a n t  p o u r  s o n  
gouvernement. « C’est une 
évaluation très transparente 
de la faiblesse de ce 
gouvernement en matière de 
la lutte contre la corruption 
et la violation de l’État de 
droit et des droits de 
l'homme ».
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L'ambassadeur McCarthy ne 
veut pas du mal au Libéria

Parti de la Liberté : Le camp Kangar-
Lawrence se retire de la CPP

Le DPPL apporte son soutient à l’Ambassadeur des 
États-Unis et appelle à la lutte contre la corruption
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A
 m a j o r  H u m a n  
Tr a f f i c k i n g  c a s e  
involving 16 persons 

who were allegedly trafficked 
to Liberia has kicked off at the 
7th Judicial Circuit Court in 
Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County. 

On October 26, 2021, the 
Liberia Immigration Service 
(LIS) with the help of the 
N a t i o n a l  A n t i - H u m a n  
Tr a f f i c k i n g  Ta s k f o r c e  
detachment in the County 
arrested eight ( 8)Fulanis for 
allegedly trafficking 16 persons 
into Liberia from Guinea, Togo 
and the Ivory Coast.

According to the report, the 
LIS in Grand Gedeh County 
rescued the sixteen (16) West 
Africans following a tip-off, of 
sixteen non-Liberians being 
held in a local hotel in Zwedru 
City.  

Dur ing  a  p re l iminary  
investigation, the Liberia 

Immigration Service (LIS) in 
collaboration with the Labour 
Commissioner of Grand Gedeh, it 
was established that 16 persons 
were victims of human trafficking. 

The traffickers were identified 
to be agents of Qnet, a criminal 
ne two rk  engaged  i n  t he  
trafficking of people in the West 
Africa region.

According to a Labour Ministry 
Press Release, a team of 
prosecution lawyers of the 
National Anti- Human Trafficking 
Taskforce has arrived in the 
County to join the County 
Attorney of Grand Gedeh County 
in the prosecution of the 
trafficking case.

If convicted each of the eight 
(8) accused will get a minimum of 
20 years imprisonment plus 
properties seized and auctioned 
to restitute the victims for 
damages and injuries

"National disgrace”
--CSO terms growing SGBV cases in Liberia 

T
he head of the Civil 
Society Network of 
Liberia Sensee Kiadii 

has described the growing 
wave of Sexual and Gender - 
Based Violence (SGBV) cases 
across the country as a 
national disgrace, saying his 
group is preparing to put the 
government’s feet to the fire 
to combat this evil act in 
accordance with the law.

Speak ing  at  a  news 
conference at the Civil Society 

Network’s head office in 
Monrovia, Mr. Kiadii lamented 
that it’s a very saddening 
situation for women, children 
and girls to be raped and 
sodomized on a daily basis 
with the perpetrator walking 
with impunity.

He said the Civil Society 

Network of Liberia is calling 
on the Government of Liberia 
through its relevant authority 
and all stakeholders to 
address what he referred to 
as "national disgrace."

Mr. Kiadii called on 
Liberians to rise up and 
demand that justice is done, 
noting that it is unjust for 
babies as young as three and 
two years old, and girls, 
women and young boys to go 
through these kinds of 
traumatic experiences when 
the country has the capability 
to stop what is happening.

He continued that in 2019, 
a Domestic Violence Act was 
signed into law and the 
President thereafter declared 
Rape a National Emergency. 
He noted that the National 
Road Map was carved in 
collaboration with civil 
society organizations.

Kiadii further indicated that 
the Civil Society Network of 
Liberia condemns all acts of 
sexual and gender - based 
violence perpetrated against 
women, girls, and children in 
the country.

“We will begin [a] series of 
actions in accordance with the 
law to put the government’s 
feet to the fire in combating 
this evil act,” he said. 

“The next plan of action 
will be announced soon. 
However, we call on all men to 
zip their trousers and join the 
fight against rape and other 
forms of SGBV against our 
children," Mr. Kiadii cautioned.

H o w e v e r,  M r.  K i a d i i  
recommended that  the  
Government of Liberia set 
protocols and follow them 
meticulously as is done with all 
na t i ona l  pub l i c  hea l th  
emergencies in order to 
mitigate SGBV across the 
country.

H e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  
government to increase 
budgetary allocations to the 
Women & Child Protection 
Section of the Liberia National 
Police in order to increase its 
capacity and adequately fund 
the SGBV Unit at the Ministry of 
Justice to enable it to respond 
and win sexual gender-based 
violence cases. 

"My last recommendation, 
let the Government of Liberia 
ensure that safe homes across 
the country that respond to 
survivors are functional and 
supported. Increase the 
number of Judges in the Circuit 
Court E. Educate our women 
and families on the danger of 
rape to the victims’ future," he 
appealed to government.

Include children surgery
in healthcare delivery
-KidsOR recommends to GOL 

he Director for Africa 

TKid's Operating Room 
o r  K i d s O R ,  M s .  

Rosemary Mugwe calls on 
health practitioners in the 
country to include children 
surgery in healthcare delivery, 
something, she says will help 
to minimize many treatable 
and health complications that 
children are engulfed with.

“I strongly believe that the 
inclusion of children's surgery 
in the center of health care 
delivery will help address the 
many challenges of children 
that are treatable", she notes.

Speaking here Wednesday, 
March 23, 2022 during the 
62nd observance of the West 
African College of Surgeon 
annual scientific conference 
held at the Ministerial 

Complex in Congo Town, Ms 
Mugwe emphasized that 
including children's surgery in 
the center of health care 
delivery will make service 

holistic.
KidsOR is a Scottish global 

organization founded in 2018, 
currently working in West 
Africa to supporting local 
pediatrics and surgeons 
t h r o u g h  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
infrastructure aimed at 

By Lincoln G. Peters 

By Lewis S. Teh

ensuring they can use their 
talents to care for children in 
member countries.

In 2020, it developed an 
action plan to increase capacity 
for pediatric surgery in Sub-
Sahara Africa. The exercise is 
expected to enable at least 750, 
000 children to access lifesaving 
or life-changing care that would 
otherwise have not been 
available to them.

 The group has created 120 
centers of Excellence across 
Africa each with state-of-the-art 
Pediatrics Operating Rooms and 
trained 150 Pediatric Surgeons 
and 100 Pediatric Anesthetists, 
among others.

In Liberia, KidsOR is currently 
working with the John F. Kennedy 
hospital in Monrovia to help 
equip its surgical or operational 
rooms with state-of-the-art 
equipment.

“We are supporting countries 
to strengthen their health 
system through infrastructure 
equipment and health workforce 
development through the 
provision of scholarships for 
pediatric surgery training. Our 
aim is for children to access 
timely, affordable and quality 

surgery regardless of their social 
and economic background.’’

Madam Mugwe emphasizes that 
every child matters, as such, no 
child should die or live in disability 
as a result of a surgically treatable 
condition.

“We have a project at the JFK to 
equip and install the state-of-the-
art operating room for children 
with over  three thousand 
equipment specifically, for 
children aimed at allowing children 
to have their surgical operation 
center’’, she explains.

The conference which began 
here on 21st March, is expected to 
climax today, Thursday, March 24th 
with surgeons from across West 
Africa in attendance.

The Nurse Anesthetist at the 
John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital 
surgery room, Ama A. A. Taplah, 
expresses gratitude to KidsOR for 
their contribution to Liberia 
specifically, training of surgeons. 
“We want to appreciate KidsOR for 
the opportunity; they have created 
a compensative environment for 
our operation and we are also 
grateful for the sustainable 
partnership between the two 
institutions”, Ms Taplah reveals. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

KidsOR Director Ms. Rosemary Mugwe

Major Human trafficking
case kickoff in Zwedru
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PYJ risks bloody 
the international community, 
mainly the American Embassy 
near Monrovia to mount 
pressure on the need 
establish a war and economic 
crimes court for Liberia to 
prosecute Sen. Johnson and 
other warlords indicted by 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission for committing 
heinous crimes and crimes 

starts from back page

against humanity during the 
civil crisis.

Other callers express 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  
frustrations for voting for 
Senator Prince Johnson since 
2005 up to present, and vow 
to campaign against the 
third-term bid of the self-
proclaimed god father of 
Nimba politics come 2023.

Recently during a ground 
breaking ceremony in Gbor 
Whyeplay Town, Nimba 
County Distr ict#4,  Sen 
Johnson begged his kinsmen 
to give him a third-term and 
to re-elect President George 
Weah, who similarly seeks re-
election next year. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

Eight nations pledge to eradicate
guinea worm disease

i g h - r a n k i n g  

Hrepresentatives of 
e ight countr ies  

pledged to devote all  
r e s o u r c e s  n e e d e d  t o  
interrupt transmission of 
Guinea worm disease and 
certify its eradication by 
2030. 

Ministers and dignitaries 
endorsed the Abu Dhabi 
D e c l a r a t i o n  o n  t h e  
Eradication of Guinea Worm 
Disease to ensure the 
neglected tropical disease 
becomes the first human 
disease to be eradicated 
since smallpox in 1980. 

Assembling at the UAE’s 
presidential palace, Qasr Al 
Watan, leaders from Chad, 
Ethiopia, South Sudan, 
A n g o l a ,  S u d a n ,  t h e  

Democratic Republic of the 
Congo,  and Cameroon 

confirmed their commitment 
by signing the declaration. 

The Abu Dhabi Declaration 
was agreed upon at the 
conclusion of the 2022 Guinea 
Worm Summit, a high-level, 
three-day event co-hosted by 
The Carter Center and Reaching 
the Last Mile, a portfolio of 
global health programs working 
toward disease elimination that 
is driven by the personal 
commitment of His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi.

A  s e n s e  o f  u r g e n c y  
surrounded this week’s summit 
with dignitaries from formerly 
endemic countries and partner 
countries on hand to offer 
support to the nations where the 
d i sea se  rema in s .  Dono r  
countries and organizations also 
renewed their pledges to 
support the campaign. 

In support of these countries, 
His Excellency Sheikh Shakhboot 
bin Nahyan Al Nahyan, Minister 
of State at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation; Jason Carter, 
Carter Center Board Chair; and 
D r .  T e d r o s  A d h a n o m  
Ghebreyesus, World Health 
Organization Director-General, 
stood in solidarity. Additional 
support was provided by the 
Global Institute for Disease 
Elimination (GLIDE) and Pure 
Health.

In 2021, just 15 human cases 
of Guinea worm disease were 
reported in four countries. 
When The Carter Center 
assumed leadership of the 

eradication campaign in 1986, an 
estimated 3.5 million cases 
occurred annually in 21 countries. 

“Thanks to the commitment of 
The Carter Center and partners 
around the world, we have made 
incredible progress towards 
ending Guinea worm disease – but 
the work is not over. This week we 
were honored to convene global 
champions of the eradication 
effort in Abu Dhabi to renew our 
shared commitment towards 
reaching that last mile of disease 
eradication,” said His Excellency 
Sheikh Shakhboot bin Nahyan Al 
Nahyan, Minister of State, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation. “It is a 
privilege to continue the legacy of 
the founder of our nation, Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who 
believed no one should suffer 
from a preventable disease. 
Reaching the last mile of Guinea 
worm disease cannot come soon 
enough.” 

In July 1990, the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 
founding father of the UAE, 
invited former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter to the UAE for the 
first time. During the meeting, 
President Carter described his 
initiative to wipe out a parasitic 
disease affecting millions of 
people across Africa and Asia. The 
late Sheikh Zayed responded with 
a substantial personal donation to 
The Carter Center, which 
established   the Abu Dhabi ruling 
family’s more than 30-year 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d i s e a s e  
eradication.
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Incorporated (LIROI) says 
prosecutors’ move to 
suppress evidence in the 
t r ia l  of  A l ternat ive  
National Congress (ANC) 
political leader Alexander 
B. Cummings is an abuse 
of  the role of  the 
Judiciary, and weaponizes 
t h e  c o u r t s  a g a i n s t  
foremost opponents of the 
Weah-administration. 

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t  
released by LIROI Country 
Coordinator George G. 
Wisner on Wednesday, 23 
March 2022, the group 
said its attention has been 
drawn to media reports 
which independently 
confirmed the unethical 
and diabolical suppression 
of evidence by State 
Prosecutors,  led by 
Solicitor General Cllr. 
Seymah Syrennius Cephus. 

LIROI alleged that the 
p ro secu to r s ’ ac t i on  
further amplifies growing 
public perception that the 
case against Mr. Cummings 
and Co-defendants, all 
officials of the erstwhile 
Collaborating Political 
Parties (CPP), is a political 
conspiracy intended to 
persecute, weaken and 
ultimately exclude Mr. 
Cummings and his ANC 
from the 2023 Elections. 

“This runs counter to 
the underlying purpose of 
criminal prosecution, 
abuses the integrity of the 
judicial system, and risks 
p l u n g i n g  L i b e r i a ’ s  
struggling democracy into 
increased uncertainty and 
chaos,” LIROI said.  

Mr. Cummings is on trial 
for criminal charges based 
on accusations by his 
fellow opposition leader 
Mr. Benoni Urey and the All 
Liberian Party (ALP) that 
the accused and his ANC 
party allegedly tampered 
with the framework 

agreement of the CPP and 
attached his (Urey’s) signature to 
a photocopy version. 

Mr. Cummings has denied 
there exists any original CPP 
framework agreement other than 
what his accusers claim is a 
photocopy version and has 
instead challenged them to 
produce the original. He faces 
charges of forgery and criminal 
conspiracy, but he has denied any 
wrongdoing. 

In the wake of a prolonged 
internal crisis, the ALP, the 

former ruling Unity Party (UP) 
and a faction of the Liberty Party 
(LP) loyal to Senator Nyonblee 
K a r n g a  L a w r e n c e  h a v e  
announced their withdrawal from 
the CPP. 

T h e  o n c e  f o r m i d a b l e  
opposition bloc was made up of 
four political parties, but it has 
now been reduced merely to one 
party - Mr. Cummings’ ANC and a 
faction of the Liberty party loyal 
to embattled chairman Musa 
Bility. 

LIROI alleged in its release 
that State Prosecutors have been 
caught engaged in “prosecutorial 
misconduct” in the illegal and 
unethical extraction of evidence 
known to undermine their 
charges and exonerate the 
accused persons.  

It explained that a local daily 
here published its independent 
confirmation on 21 March 2022 of 
evidence-tampering by Cllr. 
Cephas and his team. 

According to LIROI, a local 
daily published its independent 
confirmation on 21 March 2022 of 
evidence-tampering by Cllr. 
Cephas and his team, the 
omission conversations, and in 
some cases, entire chain of 
conversation, which clearly and 
c onv i n c i n g l y  p r o ve s  t he  
innocence of the accused, at 
discovery, and including on the 
direct examination of its lead 
complainant and first witness.

 
“The criminally-extracted 

conversations had the additional 
weight of impeaching the 
prosecution’s witness and 
effect ively  reveal ing the 

falsehood of the charges while 
undermining the entire basis of 
the trial, which was that the ANC 
acted “surreptitiously”, and 
without the knowledge and 
consent of its partners, in the 
registration of the Collaborating 
Political Parties (CPP),” LIROI 
laments. 

It said the local daily’s 
independent conf irmation 
f o l l o w e d  s i m i l a r  f o r m a l  
complaint of prosecutorial 
m i s conduc t  f i l ed  be fo re  
Stipendiary Magistrate Jomah 
Jallah by the Defense Lawyers on 
18 March 2022, in which state 
prosecutors were accused of 
extracting several pieces of 
evidence from the WhatsAPP 
Chatroom of the National 
Advisory Council (NAC) of the 
CPP.  

“The  Defense  Lawyers  
complained that the maliciously-
extracted conversations and 
messages by the Prosecution are 
crucial in establishing the 
innocence of, and exonerating 
the accused.” 

LIROI said it views the 
allegations and subsequent 
independent confirmation as 
gravely troubling.  

“Suppressing evidence only to 
falsely impress guilt and thereby 
undermine the credibility of as 
well as exclude a political 
opponent from participation in 
the upcoming Presidential and 
General Elections in 2023, is 
u n d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  a n t i -
democratic,” said LIROI.  

“Furthermore, it abuses the 
role of the Judiciary, weaponizes 
the courts against foremost 
opponents  of  the  Weah-
administration, and further 
ampl i f ies  growing  publ ic  
perception that the case against 
M r.  C u m m i n g s ’  a n d  C o -
defendants, all officials of the 
CPP, is a political conspiracy 
intended to persecute, weaken 
and ultimately exclude Mr. 
Cummings and his ANC from the 
2023 Elections,” LIROI added. 

It noted that the Presiding 
Magistrate of the Monrovia City 
Court has promised an open-
ended investigation.  

However, LIROI said such is the 
gravity of the claims on public 
interests, and the resultant 
consequences for Liberia’s 
fledgling democracy that it calls 
for a speedy, independent and 
transparent investigation to 
include the National Bar 
Association, the Inter-religious 
Council, and the Press Union of 
Liberia.  

“We urge that the findings be 
made public. Where it is 
determined that the government 
prosecution is engaged in the 
criminal extraction of evidence 
and the unethical suppression of 
pieces of evidence determined to 
be of exculpatory value to the 
defendants, it shall be our duty to 
call for and support the ending of 
the witch-hunt in order to 
preserve the integrity of our 
courts and blood, sweat and tears 
that ushered in our young 
democracy,” he noted. 

2022                              

he magisterial court 

Tin Monrovia has 
ordered Liberia’s 

pre - war Finance Minister Mr. 
David Farhart arrested for 
a l legedly steal ing and 
damaging several electronic 
materials belonging to one 
Margret Waiwor. 

Mr. Farhart was dragged to 
the Monrovia City Court by 
Madam Margret Waiwor, 
accused of allegedly stealing 
and damaging her properties. 

According to the writ of 
arrest, the electronics and 
other materials allegedly 
damaged include 150,000 
pieces of movies; jackets; 
five pieces of Samsung & L.G. 
phone protectors; 1,000 
pieces of DVDs; five pieces of 
D V D  m a s s  p r o d u c t i o n  
machines; 2,000 pieces of 
movie posters and allegedly 
uprooted the roof of a 
building. 

Mr. Farhart served as 
Liberia’s Finance Minister 
from 1988 to 1989. He headed 
the Free Democratic Party 
(FDP) presidential ticket and 
contested in the 2005 
presidential election won by 
former President Ellen 
Johnson - Sirleaf. 

On Wednesday, 23 March 
2022, he was seen on a 
prisoner bench at the 
Monrovia City Court, but he 
was later released after a 
criminal appearance bond 
was filed. 

Magistrate Jomah Jallah 
had issued the arrest order 
containing charges of alleged 
theft of property, criminal 
m i s c h i e f ,  m e n a c i n g ,  
harassment and disorderly 

conduct against Mr. Farhart. 
"You are hereby commanded to 

arrest the living bodies of Mr. 
David Farhat and bring him before 
this court to answer to the 
charges of theft of property, 
criminal mischief, menacing, 
harassment and disorderly 
conduct,” the court said. 

He stands accused of allegedly 
damaging Margret’s electronic 
materials valued US$75,914.00.

The writ revealed that 
between February 7 and 26, 2022, 
Mr. Farhart allegedly broke into 
the property of Margret and 
damaged several items there with 
violence. 

The writ of arrest alleged that 
Mr. Farhart stole, took and 
carried away several items to 
include five televisions, phone 
protectors, 900 pieces of DVD 
movies; 50 production machines, 
five cartons of DVD Decks, eight 
bags of assorted clothes, and four 
pairs of slippers. 

Additionally, it alleged that he 
carried away 11 pairs of sneakers, 
one 42 inches flat screen 
television, one Sony stereo set, 
two suitcases of clothes, and 300 
pieces of buld valves. 

He allegedly took away 11 
pieces of square pipes, 150 pieces 
of quarter rod; 24 pieces of 
square bar and one Bosh cutting 
machine, all totaling US$75, 
914.00. 

The writ noted that Mr. Farhart 
also insulted the complainant 
while taking away her materials, 
and made alleged threatening 
remarks to harm her. 

The writ said the alleged act of 
the defendant is unlawful, illegal, 
wicked, criminal and intentional 
and is in violation of Section 15.5 
and 14.25 of the New Penal Law of 
Liberia.
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Abuse of justice David Farhart
ordered arrested 

By Lincoln G. Peters 

Read the 
NewDawn everyday 

Read the 
NewDawn everyday 

&&&

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!



 PRICE LD$40.00

Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, 
+231-886978282 / +231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan K. Browne www.thenewdawnliberia.com; Email: info@thenewdawnliberia.com

French Version Inside NewDawn
The

TRULY INDEPENDENT
VOL. 12 NO. 044                                       THURSDAY,  MARCH 24, 2022                                                        

arely 19 months to 

BPresidential and 
legislative elections 

in  L iber ia,  an  a i r  of  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  
frustration seemed to be 
brewing among the people of 
Nimba County over alleged 
neglect from their lawmakers 
with threats to give long-
serving Senator Prince Yormie 
Johnosn a bloody nose at the 

poll in 2023.
At ground breaking ceremony 

recently in the county, he 
reminded voters that he laid 
down his life for the Nimba 
people during the Liberian civil 
war, so they should elect him for 
a third term that could crown 
him as the longest-serving 
senator of the vote-rich county 
with 27 years at the Liberian 
Senate.  

However, several callers on a 
community radio station, Hot FM 

in Ganta City, Nimba say they 
a r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a n d  
frustrated in PYJ who was 
elected in 2005 and 2011 
respectively, for his lack of 
leadership. 

According to them, since 
t h e y  e l e c t e d  S e n a t o r  
Johnson, he is yet to make any 
significant impact in their 
lives except creating troubles 
and sowing seeds of discord 
a n d  d i s u n i t y  a m o n g  
Nimbaians.

The callers lament that 
people in the county are 
suffering, particularly rural 
dwellers, including the 
people of Buu-Yao District, 
where PYJ hails from.

They continue that Senator 
Johnson, who is also political 
leader of his Movement for 
D e m o c r a c y  a n d  
Reconstruction (MDR) party 
and Chairperson of the Nimba 
Legislative Caucus, has failed 
to provide leadership for 
caucus. Instead, they accuse 
him of causing troubles among 
peaceful citizens.

Most of the callers call on 

0886484201 
0777007529 

Email: info@thenewdawnliberia.com P.O. Box 1266 UN Drive & Center Street 
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By Thomas Domah,
Nimba County

PYJ  in Nimbarisks bloody nose

Senator Prince Johnson
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