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T
h e  p o l i t i c a l  
opposition in Ghana 
has filed a lawsuit 

with the country's Supreme 
Court after lawmakers passed 
a controversial tax despite 
the party’s walk-out from 
p a r l i a m e n t .  G h a n a ' s  
government says the new tax 
on electronic transactions 
and transfers will raise 
money for the pandemic-hit 
economy. But critics say the 
tax will discourage trade and 
adds to the public’s economic 
burden.

G h a n a ’s  o p p o s i t i o n  
N a t i o n a l  D e m o c r a t i c  
C o n g r e s s  ( N D C )  o n  

Wednesday filed suit with the 
Supreme Court to block the 
government-backed tax on 
e lectron ic  t ransfers  and 
transactions.

The NDC has called the so-
cal led “E-Levy” of  1.5% 
“regressive” and unlawful 
because there was no quorum in 
parliament when it was passed. 
Opposition lawmakers had 
walked out of the proceedings in 
protest.

NDC lawmaker Mahama 
Ayariga, one of the plaintiffs, 
told VOA he is hopeful the 
Supreme Court will declare the 
tax unlawful.

“The speaker and the 

million by the end of the 
year.

B u t  m o s t  o r d i n a r y  
Ghanaians are opposed to 
the new tax, which will 
affect anyone using mobile 
money services.

Accra-based second-hand 
clothing trader Sophia Anane 
says it will harm her 
business.

“What are they using the 
revenue we generate from 
cocoa and oil for? The 
government wants to tax 
them on what little money 

majority side knew they 
didn’t have the number; they 
hadn’t met the quorum and 
yet they proceeded and 
purported to have voted to 
pass the E-Levy... And if there 
wasn’t a quorum, there 
couldn’t have been a decision 
and so there could also not 
have been an E-Levy passed. 
So, the president has nothing 
before him to sign into law,” 
he said.

In his state of the nation 
address on Wednesday, 
Ghana’s President Akufo-Addo 
said the new tax would boost 
the economy as it recovers 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Despite the protracted 
and sometimes acrimonious 
nature of proceedings, I am 
happy that the House has, 
finally, found it possible to 
pass the E-Levy," he said. "I 
believe the levy is going to 
m a k e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
contribution to revenue 
m o b i l i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
management of the economy, 
and I want to thank members 
of the House for making this 
possible.”

Authorities say the tax is 
expected to raise about $900 

h e  D e m o c r a t i c  

TRepublic of Congo 
this week became 

the seventh country to join 
the East African Community. 
The regional trade bloc, 
which includes Burundi, 
Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, 
Tanzania, and Uganda, now 
reaches a quarter of Africa's 
population, stretching from 
the Indian Ocean to the 
Atlantic.

The 90 million people in 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo will be able to move 
freely and do business in six 
other African countries.

The leaders of Burundi, 
Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, 
Ta n za n i a  a n d  Uga n da  
welcomed Congo to the East 
African Community in a 
ceremony Monday.

Kenyan President Uhuru 
Kenyatta spoke, stressing 
cooperation as the group's 
cornerstone.

“I proudly and warmly 
welcome our brothers and 
sisters from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo to the East 
African Community. We look 
forward to joining hands in 
strengthening our community 

together. Working together, we 
have more to gain than when we 
are separate,” Kenyatta said.

Ezra Munyambonera, an 
economic researcher at the 
Economic Policy Research 
Center, says Congo’s addition to 
the EAC will benefit all the 
countries in the bloc.

“It (the DRC) has a lot of 
resources [and it] joining the 
East Africa Community adds 
more  t o  m i c roeconomic  
conditions and microeconomic 

stability of the region in terms 
of foreign earnings and 
attracting investments in the 
region for wider economic 
growth,” Munyambonera 
said.

The mineral-rich nation is 
a member of two more 
regional blocs, the Southern 
A f r i c a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Community and the Common 
Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa, or COMESA.

Erastus Mwencha, a former 

Supreme Court judges ruled that President Kenyatta acted
unlawfully but cannot be prosecuted as an individual

Kenya's BBI blocked in blow
to President Uhuru Kenyatta

u p r e m e  C o u r t  

Sjudges said the 
president had acted 

u n l a w f u l l y  w h e n  
spearheading the reforms, 
known as the Building 
Bridges Initiative (BBI).

They said it should have 
been led by citizens - not a 
sitting head of state.

The defeat comes ahead 
of crucial elections in 
August.

Mr Kenyatta has already 
served two terms as 
president so will not stand in 
those polls, but had staked 
his legacy on passing this 
bill, which he argued would 
m a k e  p o l i t i c s  m o r e  
inclusive.

Among its key proposals 
was the introduction of a 
new post of prime minister. 
There had been speculation 

s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  o f  
COMESA, says the continent 
needs to scale up its 
production capabilities to 
benefit from integration and 
take advantage of its natural 
resources.

“The tradable is not that 
much and so the region needs 

that Mr Kenyatta could seek this 
role should his rival-turned-ally 
Raila Odinga win the presidency.

His previous bid in 2017 saw 
him narrowly lose to President 
Kenyatta, amid allegations of 
fraud and fears of renewed 
political violence.

A year later, however, the pair 
agreed a deal, which is the basis 
of the BBI reforms, while 
President Kenyatta and his 
deputy William Ruto have fallen 
out.

He and Mr Odinga are 
expected to be the two front-
r u n n e r s  i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  
presidential race.

"The whole of this scheme 
looked to me like it was 
choreographed to try and force 
me to get out of government," 
Mr Ruto told the BBC earlier this 
month. "The so-called 'Building 
Bridges' built no bridge." BBC

t o  d e v e l o p  t r a d e  w i t h  
production, to really go beyond 
just looking at trade within but 
also to cater [to] the production 
aspect. The economies are not 
deep enough, we tend to produce 
primary products and because of 
that, they are not very much 
integrated,” Mwencha said. VOA

they’re making in addition to 
what the telecommunications 
companies also deduct as 
commission. What is our fate?" she 
asks.

Some economists argue the 
government is wrong to burden 
Ghanaians with new taxes while 
they are still recovering from 
pandemic restrictions and 
disruptions.

Director of research at the 
Accra-based Institute of Economic 
Affairs (IEA) John Kwakye the 
government should instead focus 
on improving tax collection. VOA

Ghana’s Opposition File Lawsuit to
Block Government’s Controversial E-Tax

Members of Parliament of Ghana interact during a
break from electing a new leader of parliament in Accra

DRC Joins EAC Regional
Bloc to Facilitate Trade

East African Community heads of state, seen in a photo
from a video conference posted on the group's Twitter
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RESIDENTS OF MONROVIA and its environs are increasingly 
living in fear over mysterious and suspicious deaths that 
have engulfed the city, creating serious insecurity for the 
population. The situation is further exacerbated by 
darkness that has swept over the capital of more than 2 
million people. 

SERIES OF SUSPICIOUS deaths and all out darkness that 
have engulfed the city and parts adjacent for the past one 
year or more is not only scaring, but highly disappointing 
under the watch of a civilian government.

THE BROAD DAYLIGHT murder of 25-year-old Princess 
Cooper   on March 24, 2022 inside the fence hosting the 
Fawaz Construction Materials Store at ELWA Junction 
outside Monrovia on March 24, 2022 has left many residents 
spellbound, including family members of the victim, 
particularly without an immediate trace of any direct 
suspect.

THE VICTIM’S LIFELESS body was discovered lying in a pool 
of blood in the compound of the Fawar Construction 
Material Store.

RESIDENTS OF MONROVIA rush daily to leave the street, and 
businesses hurry to close before dusk when the city turns 
into hell on earth. Communities are locked in perpetual 
darkness for the entire night, giving drug-addicted 
criminals, carrying fire arms, knives, cutlasses and other 
weapons a field day to terrorize peaceful citizens.

THE LACK OF electricity proved devastating in January 
when several thousand Christian worshipers returning from 
a crusade in the Borough of New Kru Town were terrorized 
and robed of valuables by criminals, resulting to a 
stampede and nearly 40 deaths. Until now, the Police have 
announced no arrest. 

THE LIBERIA ELECTRICITY Corporation, a public utility, has 
proved ineffective in providing electricity to the capital 
and its suburbs as a result of endemic corruption and poor 
management.     

LAST YEARS, SEVERAL persons, including government 
auditors, a female immigration officer and sons of two 
former presidents were mysteriously killed, some 
gruesomely in cold blood. Names of some of the victims 
include Gifty Lamah, Albert Peters, Emmanuel Nyeswa, 
John Tubman and Dr. William R. Tolbert, III, among others. 
Police investigation failed to identify perpetrators, leaving 
President Weah to announce a US$5,000 prize tag for 
anyone who would help with information to bring suspects 
to book.

FIVE YEARS INTO the administration, Liberians had never 
expected the kind of insecurity that has gripped the 
nation, particularly under a populist President, George 
Manneh Weah. 

WITH ELECTIONS SCHEDULED for next year, thoughts linger 
across the country whether the situation would change as 
the government seeks second term in office.  

2022                              
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HICAGO – Inflation readings in the United 

CStates have shot up in recent months. 
Labor markets are extremely tight. In one 

recent survey, 46% of small-business owners said 
they could not find workers to fill open jobs, and 
a net 39% reported having increased their 
employees’ compensation. Yet, at the time of 
this writing, the yield on ten-year Treasury bonds 
is 1.24%, well below the ten-year breakeven 
inflation rate of 2.4%. At the same time, stock 
markets are flirting with all-time highs.

Something in all this does not add up. Perhaps the 
bond markets believe the US Federal Reserve 
when it suggests that current inflationary 
pressures are transitory and that the Fed can 
hold policy interest rates down for an extended 
period. If so, growth – bolstered by pent-up 
savings and the additional government spending 
currently being negotiated in Congress – should 
be reasonable, and inflation should remain 
around the Fed’s target. The breakeven inflation 
rate also seems to be pointing to this scenario.

But that doesn’t explain why the ten-year 
Treasury rate is so low, suggesting negative real 
rates over the next decade. What if it is right? 
Perhaps the spread of the COVID-19 Delta variant 
will prompt fresh lockdowns in developed 
countries and damage emerging markets even 
more. Perhaps more nasty variants will emerge. 
And perhaps the negotiations in Congress will 
break down, with even the bipartisan 
infrastructure bill failing to pass. In this scenario, 
however, it would be hard to justify the stock-
market buoyancy and breakeven inflation rate.

One common factor driving up both stock and 
bond prices (thus lowering bond yields) could be 
asset managers’ search for yield, owing to the 
conditions created by extremely accommodative 
monetary policies. This would explain why the 
prices of stocks (including “meme stocks”), 
bonds, cryptocurrencies, and housing are all a 
little frothy at the same time.

To those who care about sound asset prices, Fed 
Chair Jerome Powell’s announcement last week 
that the economy had made progress toward the 
point where the Fed might end its $120 billion 
monthly bond-buying program was good news. 
Phasing out quantitative easing (QE) is the first 
step toward monetary-policy normalization, 
which itself is necessary to alleviate the pressure 
on asset managers to produce impossible returns 
in a low-yield environment.

The beginning of the end of QE would not please 
everyone, though. Some economists see a 
significant downside to withdrawing monetary 
accommodation before it is clear that inflation 
has taken off. Gone is the old received wisdom 
that if you are staring inflation in the eyeballs, it 
is already too late to beat it down without a 
costly fight. Two decades of persistently low 
inflation have convinced many central bankers 
that they can wait.

And yet, even if monetary policymakers are not 
overly concerned about high asset prices or 
inflation, they should be worried about another 
risk that prolonged QE intensifies: the 
government’s fiscal exposure to future interest-
rate hikes.

While government debt has soared, government 
interest payments remain low, and have even 
shrunk as a share of GDP in some countries over 
the last two decades. As such, many economists 

are not worried that government debt in advanced 
economies is approaching its post-World War II 
high. But what if interest rates start moving up as 
inflation takes hold? If government debt is around 
125% of GDP, every percentage-point increase in 
interest rates translates into a 1.25 percentage-
point increase in the annual fiscal deficit as a 
share of GDP. That is nothing to shrug at. With 
interest rates normally rising by a few percentage 
points over the course of a business cycle, 
government debt can quickly become stressful.

To this, thoughtful economists might respond, 
“Wait a minute! Not all the debt has to be rolled 
over quickly. Just look at the United Kingdom, 
where the average term to maturity is about 15 
years.” True, if debt maturities were evenly 
spread out, only around one-fifteenth of the UK 
debt would have to be refinanced each year, 
giving the authorities plenty of time to react to 
rising interest rates.

But that is no reason for complacency. The 
average maturity for government debt is much 
lower in other countries, not least the US, where it 
is only 5.8 years. Moreover, what matters is not 
the average debt maturity (which can be skewed 
by a few long-dated bonds), but rather the 
amount of debt that will mature quickly and must 
be rolled over at a higher rate. Median debt 
maturity (the length of time by which half the 
existing debt will mature) is therefore a better 
measure of exposure to interest-rate-rollover 
risk.

More to the point, one also must account for a 
major source of effective maturity shortening: 
QE. When the central bank hoovers up five-year 
government debt from the market in its monthly 
bond-buying program, it finances those purchases 
by borrowing overnight reserves from commercial 
banks on which it pays interest (also termed 
“interest on excess reserves”). From the 
perspective of the consolidated balance sheet of 
the government and the central bank (which, 
remember, is a wholly owned subsidiary of the 
government in many countries), the government 
has essentially swapped five-year debt for 
overnight debt. QE thus drives a continuous 
shortening of effective government debt maturity 
and a corresponding increase in (consolidated) 
government and central-bank exposure to rising 
interest rates.

Does this matter? Consider the 15-year average 
maturity of UK government debt. The median 
maturity is shorter, at 11 years, and falls to just 
four years when one accounts for the QE-driven 
shortening. A one-percentage-point increase in 
interest rates would therefore boost the UK 
government’s debt interest payments by about 
0.8% of GDP – which, the UK Office for Budget 
Responsibility notes, is about two-thirds of the 
medium-term fiscal tightening proposed over the 
same period. And, of course, rates could increase 
much more than one percentage point.

As for the US, not only is the outstanding 
government debt much shorter in maturity than 
that of the UK, but the Fed already owns one-
quarter of it. Clearly, prolonging QE is not without 
risks.

Raghuram G. Rajan, former governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India, is Professor of Finance 
at the University of Chicago Booth School of 
Business and the author, most recently, of The 
Third Pillar: How Markets and the State Leave 
the Community Behind.

By Raghuram G. Rajan
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The Dangers of Endless
Quantitative Easing

Nowhere seems 
safe in Monrovia
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EW YORK – As US inflation continues to accelerate, with consumer prices increasing 5% 

Nyear on year in May, it is not only the US Federal Reserve that needs to remain vigilant. 
Policymakers around the world – and in vulnerable economies in particular – also 

should prepare for the possibility that US interest rates will rise faster and sooner than most 
forecasts currently predict.

After all, the Fed has raised its inflation forecasts significantly over the last 12 months. At its 
mid-June meeting, the policy-setting Federal Open Market Committee estimated that 
whole-year inflation in 2021 for personal consumption expenditures would be 3.4%. That is a 
full percentage point higher than their median projection in March, and more than twice the 
level forecast back in June 2020.

The rise in US inflation reflects a combination of temporary and structural factors. For 
example, while partial pandemic-related lockdowns have caused production to decline, 
large government stimulus programs have sustained household demand, which exceeds 
supply in many sectors. This component of today’s price increases would presumably 
disappear once output returns to its full potential.

But although Fed officials regard the current increase in inflation as largely transitory, it also 
has structural causes that are not entirely linked to the pandemic. For starters, US monetary 
policy has been on expansionary steroids since 2008. While the Fed’s response to the 
pandemic-induced recession increased the money supply further, policy was very loose well 
before the COVID-19 crisis, even when US unemployment was at a multi-decade low.

In addition, former President Donald Trump’s aggressive tariff increases on imports from 
China – from an average of about 3% in 2018 to over 20% within three years – raised the prices 
of imported goods, especially for low-income US households. They also increased the 
domestic prices of goods imported from countries such as Vietnam and Mexico, as well as 
those of US-made products that are substitutes for Chinese imports. Tariff hikes affecting 
parts and components imported from China further drove up the prices of downstream 
products.

Lastly, Trump’s 2017 tax cut and the subsequent fiscal stimulus programs under both Trump 
and President Joe Biden have boosted aggregate demand, adding to the upward pressure on 
prices. Many economists, including some prominent Democratic-leaning ones, think Biden’s 
$1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief package is much larger than necessary given the estimated size 
of the US output gap.

To anticipate the international consequences of higher US inflation, we need to recognize 
the risk that the Fed may tighten monetary policy more suddenly and dramatically than its 
current 3.4% inflation forecast might suggest. For now, a majority of US households, firms, 
and investors still believe that the Fed will adjust the money-supply spigot in a timely, 
measured way to prevent inflation from getting out of hand.

But such “inflation anchoring” could prove fragile if Americans see more evidence of the Fed 
failing to keep inflation near its desired 2% target. Should that happen, both employees’ 
wage demands and firms’ price-setting will start to reflect the possibility that inflation 
could shoot up to 5% or more unless the Fed applies the brakes by raising interest rates 
aggressively.

If US rates rise sharply, history tells us that two types of countries may experience serious 
financial and economic difficulties. The first group comprises economies that finance a 
significant part of their investment or consumption with foreign-currency debt, by 
borrowing either from foreign banks or on international bond markets. Countries with large 
short-term foreign-currency debts (with less than one year to maturity) and relatively low 
foreign-exchange reserves are particularly vulnerable to a severe debt or banking crisis.

The second group consists of countries with an overvalued fixed exchange rate, which makes 
them vulnerable to a run on their currencies and an exchange-rate crisis. So, if the Fed 
tightens policy significantly, we can expect to see a number of debt and currency crises in 
Central and South America, Africa, and Asia in the next 2-5 years. Because significant 
foreign-currency debt and overvalued fixed exchange rates are not mutually exclusive, 
some countries may suffer several types of crises.

This is why US inflation and interest-rate policy is so important to so many. When the United 
States sneezes, the rest of the world may catch a cold. But other countries should not expect 
America to conduct its monetary policy any differently as a result, and nor should they count 
on the International Monetary Fund or the G7 to be able to direct the US to be more globally 
minded in managing interest-rate movements. 

Even countries not in either of the risk categories will need to address the challenge of 
imported inflation. China, for example, is deeply concerned about this, even though it 
currently has relatively modest foreign-currency debts and retains a high level of foreign-
exchange reserves.

To prevent imported inflation from fueling domestic inflation, the People’s Bank of China 
would need to tighten its own supply of liquidity to the economy. For such a policy to be 
effective, China must either introduce more exchange-rate flexibility or tighten its capital 
controls, with the former approach promising to be much better for the economy in the long 
run.

At-risk economies may have six months or so to implement self-help measures before any 
sudden US monetary-policy tightening happens. They are well advised to work on making 
their exchange rates more flexible, reducing their reliance on foreign-currency debt, and 
increasing their foreign-exchange reserves.

Shang-Jin Wei, a former chief economist at the Asian Development Bank, is Professor of 
Finance and Economics at Columbia Business School and Columbia University’s School 
of International and Public Affairs.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org
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The Global Dangers
of Rising US Inflation

By Shang-Jin Wei Opinion 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.   www.project-syndicate.org

EW YORK – The Hong Kong newspaper Apple Daily has been forced to close. On the 

Nday it was shuttered, people queued to buy one last copy; a million were printed. 
The paper was doomed since last year, when China’s Communist government 

imposed a harsh National Security Law on Hong Kong. Its offices were raided by the 
police. Its journalists were threatened with violence. Its assets were frozen. Salaries 
could no longer be paid. Senior editors and a chief columnist were arrested.

The paper’s alleged crime was “collusion with foreign powers,” or as the former Chief 
Executive of Hong Kong, C.Y. Leung, crassly put it, “collusion with scum from foreign 
countries.” Its real crime was its highly critical coverage of the Communist Party of 
China, of the Hong Kong government, and of corrupt local tycoons and politicians ever 
since Jimmy Lai founded the paper in 1995. 

Lai himself has already been in prison for almost a year, charged with fraud, collusion 
with foreign countries, and taking part in unlawful demonstrations. He could in theory be 
locked up for life.

Neither Lai, nor his paper, fit the high-minded ideal of progressive activism. Apple Daily 
is partly a sensationalist tabloid full of stories about the sexual transgressions of movie 
stars and other local celebrities, salacious gossip, and general muckraking. In most 
liberal democracies, such publications are usually seen as the unfortunate price to be 
paid for the right to free speech. The British tabloid press, for example, is hardly 
progressive, high-minded, or principled.

But Apple Daily was principled in its way. True, the paper’s tone was populist and not 
always civil. People from mainland China arriving in Hong Kong to share in its riches were 
once compared to “locusts.” But Apple Daily also offered some of Asia’s sharpest political 
reporting and was often the only publication in Hong Kong that regularly exposed and 
analyzed financial or political wrongdoing.

Lai is a fascinating and complicated figure. An avowed admirer of Donald Trump and a 
devout Catholic convert, he holds rather strident views on the superiority of Western 
Christian civilization over what he sees as the tyrannical nature of Chinese civilization. 
This opinion is not uncommon among Christian Chinese political activists, but it tends to 
find more backing from the far right in the West than from liberals.

Lai is what might be described as a rough diamond. After fleeing China in 1959 at the age 
of 12, in less than 30 years he worked his way up from being a child laborer in a garment 
factory to become a textile magnate whose jeans brand, Giordano, sold well all over 
China and elsewhere in Asia. He became a very rich man.

Everything changed radically for Lai after the savage crackdown on the pro-democracy 
demonstrations in China in 1989. He had supported the student protesters occupying 
Tiananmen Square and sent them free T-shirts. When the Chinese authorities sent in 
troops to crush the protests, killing thousands, Lai became a vocal opponent of the 
Communist regime. He sold his garment business, which was threatened with closure in 
China anyway, and started a magazine called Next, and then Apple Daily. “Information to 
me is freedom,” he said.

Lai wrote articles calling Li Peng, who carried out the savage crackdown in 1989, an 
“idiot” and “the son of a turtle egg” (a particularly nasty insult among mainland 
Chinese). Since Li was rumored to have been adopted by Zhou Enlai after his own father 
was killed – a claim Li has denied – calling his parentage into question was an especially 
stinging affront. The government denounced Lai as a “traitor,” a “black hand,” a “rotten 
apple,” and so on, and viewed his support of democratic politicians and activists in Hong 
Kong, and his efforts to keep the memory of 1989 alive, as dangerously subversive.

It was in fact unusual for a Hong Kong tycoon to defy the Communist government and 
promote democracy. Most businessmen keep quiet or do their best to please and placate 
the government in Beijing. Local businesses stopped advertising in Lai’s publications, 
and pro-China newspapers in Hong Kong published cartoons of Lai as a monstrous beast 
wrapped in the American flag.

Lai faced physical danger as well. His house in Hong Kong was firebombed. He was 
threatened with machetes, and he was under constant surveillance and followed 
wherever he went.

Yet he never gave up. Lai turned up every year to commemorate the Tiananmen Square 
Massacre. He marched in pro-democracy demonstrations. He visited Britain and the 
United States to elicit support for maintaining Hong Kong’s freedoms. Although he was 
ridiculed for meeting US Vice President Mike Pence during Trump’s presidency, he went 
to see the Democratic Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, too. And his tabloid, with its 
peculiar blend of scandal, gossip, and serious political reporting, was Hong Kong’s 
indispensable voice of free speech.

Now that voice has been silenced, and Lai is in prison with others who tried to protect the 
right of Hong Kong’s citizens to speak and write freely, to be ruled by law, and to vote for 
their own autonomous government. Their politics are diverse: Martin Lee is a venerable 
barrister and moderate liberal democrat, Joshua Wong is a young leftist firebrand, and 
Lai is a red-baiting, Trump-admiring conservative Christian. Yet they stand together. 
When freedom is under siege, people cannot afford the narcissism of small differences 
that is tearing apart liberal politics in countries where people think democracy can be 
taken for granted.

Ian Buruma is the author, most recently, of The Churchill Complex: The Curse of 
Being Special, From Winston and FDR to Trump and Brexit.

  

The Death of Free
Speech in Hong Kong

By Ian Buruma
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Obituary  Announcement 

This is to announce the home-going  of the

LATE MRS MAIME HAYFORD PEARSON

who departed this world on March 22, 2022 following a 
brief illness, she was in 60s .

The body of the deceased is currently deposited at the 
St. Moses Funeral Parlor.

The body of the late Maime Hayford Pearson will be 
removed from the St. Moses Funeral Parlor on April 
8th, 2022 at the precise hour of 5 PM and taken to the 
United Christian Assembly Church located on the 
Smythe Road , Old Road where wake-keeping will take 
place on the same day. (April 8.) Commencing at the 
hour of 6 PM and ends at 9pm . Friends, organizations 
and community members will pay tributes at the wake 
.

The body of the late Maime Hayford Pearson will be 
removed from the United Christian Assembly Church 
on April 9 , 2022 at the hour of 9.00 am and taken to 
the Barclay Training Center (BTC) where funeral rites 
will take place and commence at the hour of 10 am.

The body of the late Maime Hayford Pearson will later 
be taken to the Kaiser's Memorial Cementry located in 
Brewerville for interment and thereafter, Repast will 
take place at a venue that will be announced at the 
funeral service.

This announcement was brought in and signed by the 
husband of the deceased on behalf of the family 

HPX group of companies Ivanhoe Liberia,
SMFG enter framework agreement with GoL
T

he Framework Agreement is 
the next step in de-risking the 
world-class Guinean Nimba 

Iron Ore Project and moving the project 
closer to realization

 HPX and the Government of Liberia 
have agreed a timetable for detailed 
negotiations and the implementation of 
a definitive Concession and Access 
Agreement for HPX’s infrastructure 
requirements 

Ivanhoe Liberia and Société des 
Mines de Fer de Guinée (“SMFG”), the 
Liberian and Guinean subsidiary 
companies of High Power Exploration 
Inc (“HPX”), announced Thursday that 
they have signed an amended and 
restated Framework Agreement with 
the Government of Liberia reaffirming 
the principles for HPX’s non-
discriminatory access to critical 
Liberian rail and port infrastructure and 
identifying HPX’s requirements for the 
future evacuation of ore from the 
Guinean Nimba Iron Ore Project. 

The Framework Agreement, which is 
immediately effective, also sets out a 
timetable for detailed negotiations and 
the implementation of a definitive 
Concession and Access Agreement for 
HPX’s infrastructure requirements. 

HPX currently envisages that these 
infrastructure rights will include an 

extension of the existing rail line from 
Yekepa to the Guinea-Liberia border 
and  acce s s  (w i th  a s soc i a ted  
development and expansion rights) to 
the existing Yekepa-Buchanan rail 
corridor and to port infrastructure at or 
in the vicinity of Buchanan (the 
“Infrastructure Corridor”; and, where 
such infrastructure may be shared with 
o t h e r  u s e r s ,  t h e  “ S h a r e d  
Infrastructure”). 

The Framework Agreement is 
another step forward in the realization 
of the benefits of the Guinean Nimba 
Iron Ore Project which will provide 
significant social and economic benefits 
to both Guinea and Liberia once in 
production. 

The Framework Agreement builds on 
previous important steps, including the 
2019 Implementation Agreement 
between Liberia and Guinea securing 
the use by 2 Guinean mining operators 
of Liberian infrastructure and transport 
services, and the Right of Access to 
existing transport infrastructure and 

services within the Yekepa-Buchanan 
port and rail corridor that was granted 
to HPX by the Government of Liberia in 
August 2021. 

The Guinean Nimba Iron Ore 
Project is a world-class undeveloped 
iron ore deposit. HPX completed a 
preliminary feasibility study on the 
project in 2021 (“2021 PFS”) that 
showed a robust rate of return on a 
forecasted long-term benchmark iron 
ore price of US$76 per tonne 
(US$/tonne), which compares with 
the current spot price which is in 
excess of US$145/tonne. 

This spot price does not take into 
account the current premium paid for 
the high-quality iron ore product that 
Nimba will produce. 

The 2021 PFS also estimated total 
project development costs at US$2.77 
billion (including direct capital costs 
plus all engineering, owners cost, 
contingencies and taxes). Direct 
capital costs for rail and port 
development in Liberia are estimated 
at more than US$600 million. Project 
operating costs are estimated at 
below US$18/tonne. The 2021 PFS 
assumes construction starts in 2023. 

The development of the Nimba Iron 
Project is estimated to create 2,000 
direct permanent jobs, of which 

approximately 1,500 would be in 
Guinea and 500 in Liberia, and will 
help support indirect secondary 
employment in both countries. 

Guy de Selliers, Chairman of 
Ivanhoe Liberia commented: “This 
Framework Agreement for access to 
critical Liberian port and rail 
infrastructure is an important step 
forward in making the Guinean Nimba 
Iron Ore Project a reality. It is clear 
that our project will deliver 
significant benefits in the form of 
investment,  employment and 
recurring income for both Guinea and 
Liberia. 

T h r o u g h  t h i s  F r a m e w o r k  
Agreement and the upcoming 
definitive Concession and Access 
Agreement, HPX is committed to 
ensuring that Liberia and the Liberian 
people reap their fair share of the 
benefits of the Guinean Nimba Iron 
Ore Project. In addition, we want to 
develop our own mining activities in 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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expected to arrive by April.
It noted thought that the 

current  misunderstanding  
stemmed from a small glitch in 
the distribution circle. 

The government clarifies, 
however, that it continues to 
ensure the stabilization of the 
market price of the Liberian 
staple in order to avoid an 
increment in the cost, although 
the price has gone up on the 
international market.

Meanwhile, the government 
urges politicians to avoid 
attempting to score political 
capital at the expense of the 
country's hard-earned peace. It 
also calls on all Liberians to play 
their part in the maintenance of 
the democratic course the 
country is now on.

s e e k i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  
women’s rights and the 
business climate, students, 
exchange alumni of U.S. 
S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t -
sponsored programs, and a 

h e  L i b e r i a n  

Tg o v e r n m e n t  
a n n o u n c e d  

Thursday March 31, that 
there is absolutely no 
shortage of rice on the 
L ibe r i an  market ,  and  
therefore cautions against 
any form of panic buying.

The statement comes in 
the wake of a confusion that 
erupted on Tuesday, March 
29, 2022 between rice 
distr ibutors  and some 
marketers following the 
r e p o r t e d  r e f u s a l  o f  
distributors to sell their 
p r o d u c t s .  B u t  t h e  
government emphasized that 
it has got enough stock 
already in the country, while 
additional consignments are 

S
inoe County Senator J. 
Milton Teahjay says 
the independence of 

the Legislature that Liberia’s 
former Interim President the 
late Dr. Amos Claudius Sawyer 
envisaged long ago has been 
eroded because the House of 
Representatives and the 
Liberian Senate have become 
a place of twisting arms to the 
Executive.

A f te r  a t tend ing  the  
People’s Day of Honor held by 

the University of Liberia 
memorializing the late Dr. 
Sawyer, Teahjay told reporters 
in an interview Thursday, 31 
March 2022, that Dr. Sawyer 
protected the independence 
of the Legislature during his 
administration as Interim 
President of Liberia.

“The independence of the 
Legislature that Dr. Sawyer 
envisaged long ago as Interim 
President has been eroded 
over the years,” said Senator 
Teahjay. 

He said Dr. Sawyer wished 

that the independence of the 
Legislature would continue to 
be respected today, but it has 
been completely ignored and 
w i p e d  a w a y  b y  o n e  
government after another.

According to the Sinoe 
County lawmaker, under Dr. 
S a w y e r ’ s  i n t e r i m  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h e  
Legislature took decisions 
without the manipulation and 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
Executive, adding that Dr. 
Sawyer  re spected  the  

decision of the Legislature.
Senator Teahjay recalled 

that there was a time Dr. 
Sawyer’s best friend Byron 
Tarr was nominated as 
Finance Minister and he was 
rejected by the Liberian 
Senate. Yet, Teahjay said, Dr. 
Sawyer did not try to twist 
arms with the Legislature to 
get his friend confirmed by 
the Senate.

“Mind you, today [one] 
administration after another 
will try to get away by 
twisting arms with the 

Legislature. Therefore, I do 
not think what Dr. Sawyer 
envisaged is in place today,” 
said Teahjay.

Mr. Teahjay used the 
o c c a s i o n  t o  u r g e  t h e  
Government of Liberia to 
increase its support to the 
University of Liberia (UL) so 
that it can be able to 
adequately prepare the 
nation’s future leaders.

“The government now 
should improve the output of 
the University of Liberia by 
putting enough money in the 
budget of UL so that our 
children will be much more 
prepared when they are 
leaving the walls of the 
University of Liberia,” said 
Teahjay. 

“It’s only by that we can 
have another generation of Dr. 
Sawyer that will stand for 
social justice, democracy and 
good governance,’’ he noted.

The Sinoe County lawmaker 
described Dr. Sawyer as a 
historical generational thinker 
that was always willing and 
ready to die for the future of 
Liberia by ensuring that justice 
was done to all regardless of 
their affiliation, tribe and 
association.

He  fu r ther  to ld  the  
interview that Dr. Sawyer 
fought for democracy in 
Liberia, adding that he will 
never be forgotten because 
everyone is a beneficiary of the 
work of the deceased.

“The loss of Dr. Sawyer has 
caused a serious vacuum in the 
country. However, the level to 
which Dr. Sawyer brought 
Liberia in the intellectual 
realm will never be ignored 
because he lifts Liberia to the 
p i v o t a l  p o i n t  o f  
intellectualization in Africa 
and the world,” Mr. Teahjay 
stated. 

. S .  Ambas sador  

UMichael McCarthy 
along with USAID 

Country Director Jim Wright 
have ended their tour of south 
eastern Liberia.

Amb. McCarthy and Mr. 
Wr i g h t ,  v i s i t e d  t h r e e  
Southeastern counties, Grand 
Gedeh, River Gee, and 
Maryland, from March 21-25, 
2022. 

Ambassador McCarthy, 
speaking of the purpose of his 
visit, said: “I am the U.S. 
Ambassador to Liberia, not 
just Monrovia, and as all of you 
know quite well, to know a 
country you must travel it and 
see it firsthand and get out of 
the capital.” 

“During my visit, I’ve had 
the opportunity to meet with 
an extraordinary mix of 
people doing amazing work for 

their communities – often with 
support from the American 
people. 

These include members of the 
Liberian Armed Forces, local 
political leaders, activists 
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By Lincoln G. Peters

Legislative independence eroded
-Says Senator Teahjay 

U.S. Ambassador McCarthy ends tour in South East

number of health workers 
striving diligently to improve 
the lives of those around them. 

I’ve driven the road from 
Zwedru to Fish Town, and I can 
tell you how much communities 
would benefit from improved 
local infrastructure, which 
would not only facilitate 
transportation and trade, but 
also improve local economic 
condit ions,” Ambassador 
McCarthy told local media. 

The U. S. envoy spoke of 
meeting with local business 
leaders who gave him firsthand 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y  
entrepreneurs and businesses 
in the Southeast. He noted that 
the United States currently 
supports  programs that  
improve the business climate, 
helping U.S. and international 
businesses find opportunities to 
invest in Liberia. 

The United States also 
supports Liberian businesses 
through programs like the two 
US$20 million credit financing 
facilities with the Liberia 
Enterpr i se  Deve lopment  
F i n a n c e  C o m p a n y  a n d  
International Bank Liberia. 

Last year, small cash-
transfer payments worth US$10 

million total were made to 
v u l n e r a b l e  L i b e r i a n s ,  a n  
unconditional transfer of funding 
introduced by the U.S. Government 
for market women, small-hold 
farmers, and micro-business 
owners.

 A m b a s s a d o r  M c C a r t h y  
emphasized that, despite these 
efforts, corruption is devastating 
to overall economic growth in 
Liberia.

 “Corruption prevents the 
government and people of Liberia 
from realizing their goals of social 
and economic development and 
job creation.

 It also blunts the effectiveness 
and impact of the billions of dollars 
of U.S. government assistance 
provided since the end of the civil 
war to help achieve those goals,” 
Ambassador McCarthy told local 
media in Harper. 

“Strengthening the resilience of 
rights-respecting democracies is 
one of the defining challenges of 
our era. Corruption eats away at 
the foundations of democratic 
societies.

 It makes government less 
effective, wastes public resources, 
and exacerbates inequalities in 
access to services, making it harder 
for families to provide for their 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10

Gov’t says no
rice shortage

Information Min. Ledgerhood Rennie

Sen. Teahjay

Amb. McCarthy greets an elderly lady
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P
re s ident  George  
M a n n e h  W e a h  
launches a USAID-

S p o n s o r e d  Y o u t h  
Empowerment Program here, 
stating that he has had a 
special place in his heart for 
the youth of Liberia. 

President Weah says he 
holds youth so dearly to his 
heart, not only because they 
represent the future of 
L i b e r i a ,  w h i c h  h e  i s  
committed to improving, but 
also because the country’s 
young people do have explicit 
confidence and trust in him to 

transform the State. 
 Speaking at the Monrovia 

City Hall on Thursday, March 
31, 2022 during the launch, 
the President said: “The 
launch of this Youth Advance 
Project today, which targets 
our young men and women 
who are striving daily to make 
ends meet, is an important 
milestone in our quest to 
ach ieve t ransformat ive  
change outcomes that have a 
positive impact on their lives 
and livelihood.” 

The project is designed to 
directly benefit 21,000 youths 
in three counties, including 

Montserrado, Grand Bassa 
and Lofa, for a five-year 
period. It is also intended to 
increase self-reliance and 
resiliency of Liberian youth by 
empowering them with 
r e l e v a n t  s k i l l s ,  w o r k  
experience opportunities, 
and support to enable them to 
b e c o m e  p r o d u c t i v e l y  
engaged in their local 
economies.

President Weah reveals 
the project is expected to 
have a significant impact on 
his government’s youth 
empowerment policy that he 
says is a fundamental pillar 
and objective of its national 

development roadmap, the 
P r o - Po o r  A g e n d a  f o r  
Prosperity and Development 
(PAPD).

The President expresses 
special appreciation to 
L iber ia ’s  in ternat iona l  
partners, who he notes, 
continue to demonstrate 
s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  a n d  
commitment to the youth 
development endeavors of his 
government.

He expresses specific 
gratitude to the Government 
and people of the United 
States  represented by 
A m b a s s a d o r  M i c h a e l  

McCarthy for “the many 
positive and life-touching 
interventions which have been 
made across the country.”

President Weah: “On behalf 
of the Government and people 
of Liberia, let me take this 
moment to thank you for the 
level of commitment shown 
t o w a r d  s u p p o r t i n g  m y  
government’s agenda for 
f o s t e r i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  
governance, social stability, 
manpower development, 
economic progress and overall 
national recovery.” 

Mr. Weah indicates that his 
government is also grateful for 
support being received from 

the United Nations and its 
relevant agencies in Liberia, as 
it ventures to address situation 
of At-Risk Youth and victims of 
drugs and substance abuse.

“In all of these phases of our 
national experience, youth 
empowerment and strategic 
engagement is critical,” he 
points, and assures that his 
government would continue to 
remain engaged with all 
stakeholders in the youth 
space, including the youth 
themselves to achieve positive 
and sustainable improvement 
in their living conditions.

i b e r i a ’s  A u d i t o r  

LGeneral P. Garsua 
Jackson, Sr., says he 

has embarked on an audit of 
the Civil Service Payroll and 
government domestic debts 
across all 15 counties of the 
country.

AG Jackson, who heads the 
General Auditing Commission 
(GAC) here notes that payroll 
f i n a n c i n g  i s  a  m a j o r  
development factor for 
government.

“That means that the GAC 
will be counting every single 
employee on the government 

Civil Service Payroll", he 
explains.

Speaking on Thursday, March 
31, 2022, at the Ministry of 
Information Regular Press 
briefing, the Auditor General 
disclosed that the process 
started in October 2021 in its 
planning phase involving the 
GAC risk bil l  team and 
d e v e l o p m e n t  p a r t n e r s  
characterized by several 
interactions.

He says the GAC has now 
decided to launch an ICT 
technology in the conduct of 
audit to build a payroll software 
where all payroll databases 
collected from the National 
Social Security and the National 
Identification Registry will be 
logged in, using the ICT 
technology.

Using the Ministry of 
Information as an example, AG 
Jackson explains, "If we are 
coming to do a headcount 
verification and Minister 

Ledgerhood Julius Rennie is on 
either of the National Database, his 
pictures on both databases will 
emerge with his payroll data to 
verify his identity." 

He adds that for those who will 
not show up during the payroll and 
the domestic debts audits, his 
office will ensure their salaries be 
placed on hold until the audit is 
completed.

He stresses that every individual 
salary on the database is subject to 
scrutiny, adding "If any Director or 
individual occupying any position 
earns above the salary structure 
set, such person will be flagged as 
individuals earning above the 
salary structure." 

Mr. Jackson continues that 
there are several reasons why 
ghost names exist on the National 
Civil Service Payroll, therefore, he 
assures that with these exercises, 
all ghost names will be removed 
from the payroll. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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TSecretariat of Liberia 
(WONGOSOL) regrets 

the wave of killings of women 
and girls across Liberia without 
fair judicial trial and justice for 
survivors and victims.

WONGOSOL’s statement 
comes amidst economic and 
social strides in Liberia, where 
women and girls still face 
significant acts of violence and 
ritualistic killings. 

The group notes there is 
deeply entrenched structural 
problem, skills disparities and 
harmful practices that have 
kep t  gende r  i nequa l i t y  
unacceptably high for qualified 
Liberian women.

It says  low representation of 
women in leadership positions, 
discriminating governance 
c o n c e r n s  a n d  p o l i c y  
uncertainty, have weighed on 
confidence and growth of the 
judicial system which is a 
human rights issue today in the 
country.

The statement i ssued  
Thursday, March 31, 2022, notes 
that it is in  line with its 
institutional mandate to 
protect and promote the rights 
of women and girls as well as 
advocate for equal  and 
affordable access to justice and 

the promotion of transparency and 
accountability, WONGOSOL is 
concerned by the ungainly self-
denial of Liberian women and girls 
constitutional rights to “Life” that 
have been shifted to alleged 
perpetrators protection over a 
period, which its finds as unlawful 
and a violation of human rights. 

“The reality is, a discrepancy 
shows a clear inequity of how the 
rights of women and girls as well 
children are violated every day in 
Liberia”, the group continues.

It specifically references  cases 
of mysterious deaths across the 
country, including the late Princess 
Cooper and a two years old baby 
raped to death that  resulted to 
the death of a woman, who caught 
the perpetrator in the act.

WONGOSOL names other 
victims as Blessing Moulton, Baby 
Girl Brent of Kakata Margibi, Eliza 
Roberts in Maryland County, 
Madam Hawa of Grand Capemount 
County,  Odel l  Sherman of  
Montserrado, Ma Nowah in 
Johnsonville, and Gifty Asmah 
Lama, among many other cases of 
RAPE and other forms of violence 
perpetrated against women and 
children of Liberia.

I t  r e c o m m e n d s  t h e  
establishment of  a process of 
accountability to conduct prompt 
and impartial investigations of 
unusual deaths of Princess Cooper 

Weah launched USAID-
sponsored Youth Project

By: Naneka Hoffman 

GAC audits Civil Service Payroll, domestic debts 
By: Kruah Thompson

Auditor General P. Garsua Jackson, Sr.

WONGOSOL decries increased
killings of women and girls 

Madam Esther D. Yango  
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Les habitants de Monrovia et de ses environs vivent de plus 
en plus dans la peur vu les morts mystérieuses et suspectes 
qui caractérisent désormais leur quotidien. Ils craignent 
pour leur sécurité. 

Et comme si cela ne suffisait pas, une obscurité totale due 
au manque du courent électrique a assailli la capitale 
économique qui compterait un peu plus de 2 millions 
d’habitants.

Avec donc la série de morts suspectes jamais élucidée et 
l’obscurité totale qui ont englouti la ville et ses environs au 
cours de cette année, c’est non seulement la peur totale, 
mais aussi une grande déception.

Le meurtre en plein jour de la jeune Princesse Cooper, 25 
ans, le 24 mars 2022 à l’intérieur d’une cour, derrière un 
magasin de vente de matériaux de construction à ELWA 
Junction, à l’extérieur de Monrovia, a suscité une certaine 
panique parmi la population prise en haleine. 

La peur est si grande que dès le coucher du soleil, les 
habitants de Monrovia se précipitent pour quitter la rue, et 
les commerçants ferment précipitamment leurs magasins. 
La ville se transforme aussitôt en une ville fantôme. 

Pire, une fois la nuit tombée, les communautés sont 
ensevelies dans l’obscurité opaque, ce qui donne libre 
cours aux criminels toxicomanes, armés d’armes à feu, de 
couteaux, de machettes et d’autres armes, pour terroriser 
les citoyens pacifiques.

Le manque d’électricité s’est avéré dévastateur en janvier 
lorsque plusieurs milliers de fidèles chrétiens revenant 
d’une croisade dans l’arrondissement de New Kru Town ont 
été terrorisés et dépouillés d’objets de valeur par des 
criminels, entraînant une bousculade et près de 40 morts. 
Jusqu’à présent, la police n’a annoncé aucune arrestation.

La compagnie d’électricité s’est révélée inefficace pour 
fournir de l’électricité à la capitale et à sa banlieue en 
raison d’une corruption endémique et d’une mauvaise 
gestion.

Ces dernières années, plusieurs personnes, dont des 
vérificateurs du gouvernement, une agente de 
l’immigration et les fils de deux anciens présidents ont été 
mystérieusement tués, certains horriblement de sang-
froid.

L’enquête policière n’a pas permis d’identifier les auteurs, 
en dépit du fait que le président Weah ait promis de donner 
5 000 $ US à quiconque donnera des informations pouvant 
amener à l’arrestation des auteurs des crimes.

Il y’a cinq ans, les Libériens ne s’étaient jamais attendus au 
genre d’insécurité qui s’est emparée de la nation, en 
particulier sous un président populaire, George Manneh 
Weah.

Avec les élections qui sont prévues pour l’année prochaine, 
des réflexions persistent à travers le pays pour savoir si la 
situation changera alors que Weah cherche un second 
mandat.

Éditorial

2022                              

L
e procès du leader 
p o l i t i q u e  d e  
l ’ A l t e r n a t i v e  

National Congress (ANC) 
Alexander Cummings et deux 
autres risque de prendre une 
tournure dramatique après 
que le parquet a admis 
mercredi avoir omis plusieurs 
éléments des conversations 

présentées comme preuves 
contre les accusés.

M. Cummings et deux de ses 
lieutenants sont accusés d’avoir 
altéré le document cadre de la 
Co l laborat ion  des  part i s  
politiques (CPP) et falsifié la 
signature de M. Benoni Urey du 
All Liberian Party (ALP).

Le parquet a présenté les 

pages manquantes au tribunal 
mercredi en faisant valoir 
qu'elles avaient été omises 
par inadvertance. Il s'agit des 
SMS qui ont été échangés du 2 
au 18 juillet 2020. ils faisaient 
partie des preuves qui ont été 
produites contre les accusés.

Les avocats de la défense 
de l’ANC ont découvert la 
semaine dernière que des 
messages avaient été extraits 
des conversations qui ont eu 
lieu du 2 juillet au 18 juillet 
2020 par le procureur général 
Cephus et son équipe. Ces 
éléments omis, à en croire la 
défense, sont pourtant 
essentiels pour justifier 
l’innocence de leur client M. 
C u m m i n g s  a c c u s é  d e  
contrefaçon, de complot 
criminel et de modification du 
Document cadre de la CPP.

Le tribunal municipal de 
Monrovia, présidé par le 
magistrat Jomah Jallah, a pris 
note de l’aveu du parquet et a 
o rdonné  une  nouve l l e  
soumission qui comprend les 
pages manquantes.

Plusieurs responsables de 

près avoir claqué la 

Ap o r t e  d e  l a  
Collaboration des 

partis politiques, l’ancien 
v i ce -p ré s ident  Jo seph  
Nyumah Boakai aurait été 
verbalement choisi pour 
diriger le ticket présidentiel 
d’une nouvelle Coalition 
politique de l’opposition 
n o m m é  “ A l l i a n c e  
démocratique du Libéria”, a 
appris ce quotidien de 
sources dignes de foi.

Plusieurs partis politiques 
de l’opposition auraient 
assisté à une réunion le 
mercredi 30 mars 2022 et 
exprimé leur intérêt à faire 
partie du nouveau bloc 
d ’ o p p o s i t i o n .  I l s  o n t  
é g a l e m e n t  a c c e p t é  
verbalement de soutenir M. 
Boakai en tant que candidat 
u n i q u e  à  l ’ é l e c t i o n  
présidentielle de 2023.

À la suite de sa défaite à la 
présidentielle de 2017, M. 
Boakai a toujours cherché à 
être à la tête d’une Coalition 
politique dont il est le 
candidat pour affronter, pour 
une  seconde  fo i s ,  l e  
président George Manneh 
Weah en 2023. C’est ainsi que 
la collaboration des partis 
politiques (CPP), une alliance 
politique composée de 

quatre grands partis politiques 
de l’opposition avait vu le jour 
avant de s’effondrer.

La CPP, qui n’a pas pu résister 
à plusieurs mois d’âpres luttes 
politiques entre M. Boakai et son 
principal rival M. Alexander B. 
Cummings du Congrès national 
alternatif (ANC), un autre parti 
membre  de  la  coa l i t ion  
politique, s’est effondré comme 
un château de cartes.

Aujourd’hui, la CPP, qui était 
autrefois composée des quatre 
principaux partis politiques de 
l’opposition, se retrouve 

désormais avec l’ANC et une 
faction du Liberty Party (LP) 
fidèle au président Musa 
Bility, après que l’UP et le All 
Liberian Party (ALP) de M. 
Benoni Urey ont claqué la 
porte.

Ayant eu vent d’une 
réunion des acteurs politiques 
en vue de la formation de la 
C o a l i t i o n  n a t i o n a l e  
démocratique du Libéria 
(NDC), notre journaliste s’est 
précipité sur les lieux, mais lui 
et d’autres journalistes se 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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On ne se sent plus en
sécurité à Monrovia
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admis avoir modifié des preuves

Boakai à la tête d’un
nouveau bloc d’opposition
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l’ANC, dont M. Alexander B. 
Cummings, leader politique, 
Danie l  Naatehn,  v ice-
président national et Aloysius 
Toe, secrétaire général, sont 
en procès pour altération 
présumée du document cadre 
de la Collaboration des partis 
politiques (CPP).

Les responsables de l’ANC 
ont rejeté et nié avec 
véhémence les accusations, 
les qualifiant de fausses et 
politiquement motivées. Ils 
dénoncent un complot du 

sont vu refuser l’accès.
C e p e n d a n t ,  n o t r e  

journa l i s te  a  observé  
l’arrivée de plusieurs acteurs 
politiques. Un véhicule 
appartenant à l’ancien vice-
président libérien Boakai y 
était garé à l’extérieur avec 
une  énorme présence  
d’agents de sécurité.

Selon notre source, la 
réunion politique du bureau 
de la NDC a été présidée par 
le Dr Alley Tokpah. Elle a été 
honorée par la présence de 
p lus ieurs  responsables  
politiques dont Boakai, le 
leader politique du Liberty 
Party et sénateur du comté 
de Grand Bassa, Nyonblee 
Karngar-Lawrence, et le 
leader politique et homme 
d’affaires du All Liberian 
Party, Benoni Urey.

Parmi les autres dirigeants 
politiques présents à la 
réunion figuraient le chef de 
l a  V i s i on  f o r  L i be r i a  
Transformation (VOLT), le Dr 
Jeremiah Z. Whapoe.

La prochaine réunion de 
l’Alliance démocratique du 
Libéria devrait avoir lieu le 4 
avril 2022 au même endroit à 
13 heures. Lors de cette 
réunion, il sera rédigé une 
résolution pour approuver la 

Parti de Benoni Urey et du parti 
au pouvoir.

Le premier témoin à charge, 
Theodore Momo, président du 
All Liberian Party de M. Benoni 
Urey, est toujours en cours de 
contre-interrogatoire par les 
avocats de la défense. Les 
avocats de la défense ont 
qualifié son témoignage de 
mensonge et cherchent à établir 
que le témoin Momo a menti 
sous serment au sujet de la 
modification du document-
cadre de la CPP.

décision verbale qui fait de M. 
Boakai leader politique et 
candidat à la prochaine 
présidentielle.

On s’attend également à ce 
q u e  l e  n o u v e a u  b l o c  
d’opposition trouve un moyen 
de choisir un colistier à M. 
Boakai.

Pendant ce temps, notre 
source dit qu’il y a trois 
asp i rants  potent ie l s  qu i  
cherchent à devenir vice-
président de M. Boakai.

Il s’agit du leader politique de 
la VOLT, le Dr Jeremiah Z. 
Whapoe, le leader politique du 
LP, le sénateur Nyonblee Karnga 
– Lawrence,  et le leader 
politique de l’ALP, M. Benoni 
Urey.  L’a l l i ance  devra i t  
sélectionner son vice-président 
avant l’année prochaine.

À l’issue de la réunion, notre 
source a révélé que les partis se 
sont engagés à faire partie de la 
nouvelle alliance et ont promis 
de se rassembler pour s’assurer 
que d’autres partis politiques se 
joignent à eux pour les aider à 
atteindre leurs objectifs.

La nouvelle alliance élabore 
une stratégie pour établir un 
document-cadre ainsi que 
plusieurs autres politiques qui 
lieront et guideront l’institution 
et ses membres.

Commentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022. www.project-syndicate.org 

AHORE – Le 25 mai 2020, une jeune fille 

Lde 17 ans enregistrait une vidéo qui allait 
devenir virale, dans laquelle un officier 

de police blanc de Minneapolis, dans le 
Minnesota, maintenait son genou sur la nuque 
d’un homme noir, menotté et à plat ventre sur 
le bitume, pendant neuf minutes et 29 
secondes. Cet homme était George Floyd, 
mort ce jour-là.

Pour des millions de personnes à travers le 
monde, la mort de Floyd a froidement rappelé 
l’omniprésence du racisme systémique et des 
violences policières. Le mouvement Black 
Lives Matter s’est construit sur cette 
conscience croissante, organisant des 
manifestations dans plusieurs villes des États-
Unis, qui ont ensuite inspiré d’autres 
manifestations de France jusqu’en Colombie, 
en passant par l’Afrique du Sud. Témoignant 
de la puissance mobilisée par l’organisation 
des individus, ces manifestations ont 
engendré un réel changement.

L’officier de police Derek Chauvin, 
responsable de la mort de Floyd, a été 
condamné pour meurtre à une peine de 22 ans 
d’emprisonnement. Les manifestations de 
BLM ont toutefois abouti à un résultat encore 
plus conséquent : la création d’une 
commission internationale, à laquelle j’ai 
appartenu, chargée d’examiner le racisme 
policier aux États-Unis. Nous avons déterminé 
que le racisme systémique persistant aux 
États-Unis contre les Afro-Américains 
constituait un crime contre l’humanité, et 
qu’il justifiait une enquête de la Cour pénale 
internationale.

Apparaissent ici toute la puissance et 
l’essence de la société civile. À l’heure où le 
monde entend « reconstruire en mieux » après 
la pandémie de COVID-19, la société civile doit 
intervenir pour accomplir des avancées autour 
de multiples problématiques urgentes, des 
inégalités économiques aux inégalités dans 
l’éducation, sans oublier la justice raciale et 
le changement climatique.

Aux yeux de ceux qui ne prêtaient pas 
attention au racisme systémique ou aux 
violences policières avant la mort de Floyd, 
l’impact engendré par BLM a dû sembler 
relativement rapide. Or, cette lutte difficile 
ne date pas d’hier, et il reste encore beaucoup 
de chemin à parcourir. Il en va de même pour 
d’autres mouvements autour des droits 
civiques, qui exigent souvent une résilience 
profonde et durable de leurs militants.

Songez au mouvement des femmes dans mon 
pays natal, le Pakistan. Depuis des décennies, 
les Pakistanaises se battent contre des normes 
répressives, des attitudes discriminatoires, et 
des législations qui limitent le statut ou les 
droits des femmes. Les avancées restent 
lentes et inconstantes, mais nous tenons le 
cap. Les progrès accomplis suscitent par 
ailleurs un espoir qui ne cesse d’encourager et 
d’informer nos travaux actuels.

L’importance de ces efforts ne doit pas être 

sous-estimée. Comme l’expliquait en 2001 Nelson 
Mandela, figure mondiale de la liberté, « un 
réseau et un ensemble dynamiques d’activités et 
d’organes de la société civile » sont essentiels 
pour « consolider les fondations » de la 
démocratie.

Ces fondations apparaissent aujourd’hui 
assiégées. De nombreux pays connaissent une 
dérive alarmante vers l’autoritarisme. Les 
démocraties même les plus solides voient 
s’éroder la confiance des citoyens dans les 
institutions qui les soutiennent. De la même 
manière que la pandémie a souligné la fragilité de 
la vie humaine, elle a également mis en lumière la 
vulnérabilité de nos démocraties face à une forme 
différente de maladie, caractérisée par la 
polarisation politique et le désaccord autour de 
faits basiques.

À l’instar du corps humain, une démocratie a 
besoin de soins pour rester en bonne santé. Tel un 
dépistage, la société civile révèle les affections 
d’une démocratie avant qu’il ne soit trop tard en 
termes de traitement.

Lorsque les valeurs démocratiques et les 
principes universels des droits de l’homme ne 
sont plus reflétés dans l’existence des citoyens, 
c’est la société civile qui sonne l’alerte – en 
s’organisant dans le cadre de mouvements tels 
que BLM. C’est elle qui doit veiller à ce que les 
autorités ne renforcent pas de manière illégitime 
leurs pouvoirs d’urgence exercés durant la 
pandémie.

Les gouvernements ont pour responsabilité 
d’entendre et d’épouser les voix et les valeurs de 
la société civile. Plutôt que de redouter, de 
disqualifier ou de réprimer leurs détracteurs, les 
dirigeants doivent s’engager pour eux, en 
particulier pour les plus vulnérables. Partout où 
les gouvernements se soustraient à cette 
responsabilité, les défenseurs des droits de 
l’homme doivent poursuivre la lutte.

Beaucoup se demandent si la société civile pourra 
survivre à l’érosion démocratique ainsi qu’à la 
tournure autoritaire qui s’observent dans de 
nombreux pays. Il est impossible de répondre 
aujourd’hui à cette question, et il pourrait même 
s’avérer dommageable de s’essayer à une 
réponse. Les défenseurs des droits de l’homme ne 
peuvent se permettre ni fatalisme, ni apathie.

Nous devons continuer de faire preuve de courage 
et de détermination, à l’instar de nos frères et 
sœurs de Hong Kong, Harare, Minsk et Rangoun. 
Nous devons mobiliser l’énergie, l’éloquence et la 
colère saine des jeunes autour de problématiques 
telles que l’inégalité, le racisme et le 
changement climatique, en appliquant des 
feuilles de route claires et réalisables en direction 
du changement. Par-dessus tout, nous ne devons 
pas désespérer. Car, comme le disait Mandela, « 
Cela semble toujours impossible, jusqu’à ce 
qu’on le fasse ».

Traduit de l’anglais par Martin Morel

Hina Jilani, membre de The Elders, est avocate 
à la Cour suprême du Pakistan.

La puissance de la société civile
dans un monde postpandémique

Par Hina Jilani
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Procès Cummings: le parquet

Boakai à la tête

L
e Rassemblement du 
peuple de Guinée 
(RPG) organise une 

c o n v e n t i o n  n a t i o n a l e  
extraordinaire, ce jeudi 31 
mars, à Conakry. Un grand 
rassemblement pour élire les 
m e m b r e s  e x é c u t i f s  
provisoire. Avec à sa tête, 
l’ancien Premier ministre, 
Ibrahima Kassory Fofana. 
Cette convention survient 
dans un contexte complexe 
pour le parti de l’ex-
président Alpha Condé, en 
séjour médical à Abu Dhabi 
depuis le 17 janvier. 

Conseil exécutif provisoire 
vise à réorganiser le parti et 
préparer  la  prochaine 

présidentielle. Il y a quelques 
semaines, le bureau politique et 
le comité central du RPG se sont 
accordés sur la figure d’Ibrahima 
Kassory Fofana pour diriger cette 
nouvelle structure. 

Ambitions
Problème : plusieurs militants 

s’y sont opposés, affichant 
chacun leurs ambitions. Parmi 
eux, Ibrahima Kalil Kaba, ancien 
chef de la diplomatie guinéenne 
et qui mobilise surtout auprès 
des jeunes. Face à lui, des 
caciques du parti comme le Dr 
Mohamed Diané, ancien ministre 
de la Défense, ou encore Amadou 
Damaro  Camara ,  anc i en  
président de l’Assemblée 
nationale, un militant de longue 
date du RPG.   

Guinée : le RPG d’Alpha Condé se réunit
en convention dans un contexte complexe
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UL memorializesStarts from the back

College at the University.
The former Liberian 

Interim President later 
served as  the f i rst  
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
Governance Commission 
of Liberia from 2007-
2018, a position in which 
he led a team to craft 
many policies aimed at 
improving governance and 
integrity in the Republic 
of Liberia.

The Sawyer Family 
expressed gratitude to the 
late father for his service 
to not just his family, but 
his country and the world 
at large. They also 
expressed appreciation to 
the University of Liberia, 
associates, friends and 
comrades of their late 
father for the show of love 
and standing with the 

f a m i l y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  
bereavement.

Prof. Dr. Julius Julukon 
Sarwolo Nelson, Jr., President of 
the University of Liberia, said the 
late Dr. Sawyer was a precious 
gem of Liberian society and a gift 
to the world.

Dr. Nelson noted that the 
acclaimed Professor Dr. Sawyer 
served the University of Liberia as 
a professor of political science 
and former Dean of Liberia 
College.

“He served the University very 
well,” said Prof. Nelson, adding 
that the deceased was astute, 
dedicated and a professional 
public servant.

According to Dr. Nelson, Prof. 
Sawyer served as mentor for 
many people who came his way, 
noting that the deceased has 
definitely left a footprint in the 
sands of time.

“We don’t mourn you today, 

rather, we celebrate you 
because you have been a gift 
to Liberia, Africa and the 
world at large,” Dr. Nelson 
noted.

In consultation with the 
Sawyer Family, Prof. Nelson 
said the University of Liberia 
will be ready to host and 
protect the late Dr. Sawyer’s 
legacy, proposing the naming 
of the Political Science 
Department in honor of the 
deceased.

One of the students of the 
late Dr. Sawyer who is now 
himself a professor of Political 
Science, Dr. Alaric Tokpa, 
suggested that whatever said 
at the memorial program 
would not adequately reflect 
the life of Dr. Sawyer, thereby 
suggesting the need for a book 
to be written in memory of 
the deceased.

U.S. Ambassador McCarthy Starts from page 6

loved ones. 
Corruption attacks the 

foundations of democratic 
institutions, drives and 
intensifies extremism, and 
makes  i t  eas ier  for  
authoritarian regimes to 
c o r r o d e  d e m o c r a t i c  
governance.” 

The U.S. Ambassador 
noted that on June 3, 2021, 
President Biden issued a 
National Security Study 
Memorandum on the Fight 
Against Corruption to 
establ ish combatt ing 
corruption as a core U.S. 
national security interest. 
He explained that the 
United States will lead by 
example and will partner 
with allies, civil society, 
and the private sector to 
fight the scourge of 
corruption – a fight that 
requires everyone to stand 
in support of courageous 
people who are demanding 
hone s t ,  t r an spa ren t  
governance, around the 
world, including in Liberia. 

“You’re going to hear 
me speak a lot about 
corruption going forward 
because, as I sincerely 
believe, it is the biggest 

issue holding Liberia back from 
f u l f i l l i n g  i t s  t r emendou s  
potential,” Ambassador McCarthy 
emphasized. 

In Zwedru, Grand Gedeh 
County, Ambassador McCarthy and 
USAID Country Director Jim Wright 
met with the Joint Security Team 
a n d  h e a r d  t h e  L i b e r i a n  
perspective on security issues 
along Liberia’s border with Cote 
d’Ivoire and resource challenges 
Liberian security professionals 
face while operating out of 
Zwedru. 

Amb. McCarthy met with 
Zwedru City Mayor, Cecelia Harris 
Jolo, and interacted with grade 
school students at the American 
Corner, where he participated in a 
discussion with both students and 
representatives of civil society 
organizations. 

Ambassador McCarthy and 
Director Wright then traveled by 
road from Zwedru to Karwenken 
and Fish Town in River Gee County, 
and to Pleebo and Harper in 
Maryland County. 

In River Gee, Ambassador 
McCarthy and Director Wright 
visited Gbeapo Health Center in 
Karwenken and held discussions 
with the county health team on 
progress made in the fight against 
COVID-19. USAID is working with 

the health officials in the 
county to encourage more 
people to get vaccinated 
against the virus. 

The U.S.  Ambassador 
extended his visit to Fish Town 
and held discussions with 
county officials, including Fish 
Town City Mayor Victoria 
H i n n e h ,  C o u n t y  
Superintendent Philip Nyenuh, 
and Senator Conmany Wesseh, 
as well as the women’s rights 
advocacy group, Southeastern 
W o m e n  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Association (SEWODA). 

While in Maryland County, 
the U.S. Ambassador and the 
USAID Country Director  
participated in a community 
media forum on Trafficking in 
Persons and toured the Plolo 
border crossing with Cote 
d’Ivoire. 

Ambassador McCarthy used 
the visit to engage with local 
county officials, economic 
stakeholders,  univers ity 
students, women’s groups, the 
management of the Port of 
Harper, and the administration 
of the J.J. Dossen Hospital, as 
well as holding a press 
roundtable with the Liberian 
media. 

WONGOSOL decriesStarts from page 7

and others as well as to ensure 
the  i ndependence  and  
expertise of the Liberia 
National Police and the 
judiciary, for survivors’ access 
to justice, due process and fair 
trial that guarantees witness 
protection.

The women group also 
wants government to ensure 
that all alleged perpetrators 
o f  g ross  human r ights  
violations are prosecuted and, 
if found guilty, convicted and 
punished in accordance with 

the gravity of the acts committed, 
regardless of their status or any 
d o m e s t i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  
immunities.

WONGOSOL further calls on 
government to take all necessary 
measures to ensure protection of 
everyone against any violence, 
threats, retaliation, adverse 
discrimination, pressure or any 
other arbitrary action as a 
consequence of his or her 
legitimate exercise of rights 
referred to in the UN Declaration. 
Statement

HPX group of companies Starts from page 5

L i b e r i a  a n d  h a v e  
committed to  s tart  
immediately identifying 
potential projects and 
exploration targets. Now 
it’s time for all of us who 
care about mining and 
infrastructure in the 
region to become true 
p a r t n e r s  a n d  w o r k  
together. 

Together with the 
Government, I really look 
forward to  work ing  
cooperatively alongside 
A r c e l o r M i t t a l  t o  
a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  
development of both our 

Guinean Nimba Iron Ore Project 
and the planned expansion of 
their Liberian operations for the 
benefit of the Guinean and 
Liberian people, including as 
users of a passenger and freight 
rail service.” 

Key Terms of the Framework 
Agreement 

• HPX and the Government of 
L i b e r i a  w i l l  e n t e r  i n t o  
negotiations for a definitive 
C o n c e s s i o n  a n d  A c c e s s  
Agreement for access rights 
( i n c l u d i n g  a s s o c i a t e d  
development and expansion 
activities) in the Infrastructure 

Corridor to support HPX’s 
required capacity to export 30 
million tonnes per annum 
(mtpa) of iron ore by 2027. 

• The Government of 
Liberia will grant HPX usage of 
the Infrastructure Corridor in 
accordance with its rights and 
obligations under its current 
M i n e r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  
A g r e e m e n t  w i t h  
ArcelorMittal, and will seek to 
resolve with ArcelorMittal the 
technical and commercial 
terms for HPX’s usage of the 
Shared Infrastructure in 
accordance with that Mineral 

Development Agreement. 3
• HPX and the Government 

of Liberia agree a passenger 
and freight traffic service will 
be an integral part of the 
r a i l r o a d  f r o m  t h e  
commencement of expanded 
operations. 

• HPX commits to conduct 
its activities within the 
infrastructure corridor in 
accordance with industry best 
practice and world class 
technical, safety, social and 
environmental standards for a 
large-scale heavy haul 
railroad. 

• HPX confirms that all 
environmental and social 
impact assessments on any 
infrastructure accessed by 
HPX will be carried out in 
accordance with the World 
Bank Group standards. 

• The Government will 
provide HPX with continuous 
unimpeded access to the 
Infrastructure Corridor to 
allow HPX to complete its 
environmental and social 
impact assessment and 
technical studies in respect of 
the Infrastructure. 

• HPX will provide two 
upfront prospective access 
payments with the first one 
due immediately and the 
second  one  upon  the  
Concess ion and Access 
Agreement becoming fully 
effective. Further, the 

Government and HPX will 
negotiate recurring access fees 
and fiscal regime structure, as 
well  as HPX’s social  and 
c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  
spending obligations, as part of 
the Concession and Access 
Agreement negotiations. The 
level of the recurring access fee 
payments will be established in 
line with recognized international 
practice through detai led 
negotiations with the Liberian 
Government. 

• HPX and the Government 
have agreed to collaborate to 
identify and assess viable mineral 
prospects in Liberia. The 
definitive Concession and Access 
Agreement embodying the above 
agreed principles is expected to 
be entered into and fully effective 
before the end of March, 2023.

About HPX 
HPX is a privately-owned, U.S.-

domiciled mineral exploration 
and development company. 
Ivanhoe Liberia Limited is a 
Liberian Domestic Corporation 
and wholly-owed independent 
subsidiary of HPX. For further 
in fo rmat ion,  p lease  v i s i t  
www.ivanhoeliberia.com SMFG is 
a Guinean incorporated mining 
company and an 85% owned 
subsidiary of HPX, owned in 
partnership with the Government 
o f  G u i n e a .  F o r  f u r t h e r  
in fo rmat ion,  p lease  v i s i t  
www.smfg.com
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P
anel i st  posed 
Vice President 
Taylor and EJS 

Center Executive Director 
Weeks

Lack of evidence, 
denials and compromises 
h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
undermine the fight 
against rape and sexual 
gender based violence 
here, former President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said 
Thursday.

Giving a brief remark 
at a program held at the 
EJS Presidential Center 
f o r  W o m e n  a n d  
Development to climax 
t h e  m o n t h - l o n g  
cerebration of women, 
Mrs. Sirleaf said when her 
administration passed the 
rape law in 2006, making 
the crime a nonbailable 
offense, there were 
several issues that the law 
did not address.

“In 2006, we passed a 
law making  rape a  
nonbailable crime-That 
led to a lot of other 
problems that we did not 
address; first of all the 
evidence to be able to go 

to court… As I said lack of 
evidence, the next thing is 
denial and compromises 
by the victims’ relatives 
because of poverty.” Mrs. 
Sirleaf argued.

In 2006, the first year 
of Mrs. Sirleaf first term, 
her government enacted 
legislation to amend the 
new Penal Code of June 
1976 Chapter 14, Section 
14.70 and 14.71 (the Rape 
Law). This Act states that 
a person who has sexual 
intercourse with another 
person (male or female) 

without his/her consent has 
commi t ted  r ape  tha t  i s  
punishable by ten (10) years or 
lifetime imprisonment depending 
on the degree of the rape (rape of 
a minor, rape resulting in serious 
bodily harm, rape using a 
weapon, gang rape). The new 
rape law came into force in 
January 2006. The Act also 
requires in-camera hearings for 
all rape cases.

After the law was passed the 
Liberian Government under Mrs. 
Sirleaf went ahead to establish a 
special court for violence against 
women, particularly rape and 
placed women lawyers in that 
court specifically to handle rape 
and sexual gender based violence 
cases. The move garnered both 
local and international supports.

That was some 15 years ago. 
Now the Nobel laureate wants all 
hands on deck to address the 
issue, because according to her it 
portrays a negative image about 
Liberia to the outside world.

 “We need to address this thing 
about rape in our society because 
it is causing our country a major, 
major problem. It is giving our 
country a bad name-whether you 
are a man or woman. It is taking 
away from the good efforts we 

have made to get support for this 
country.

Because if you look at it they 
will say the people in Liberia are 
hopeless, they don’t want 
change. They want to keep all 
those old habits again, it is 
destroying the young children, 
and they are not giving them the 
opportunity. We gat to send this 
message to all Liberian men and 
women to realize how serious it is 
what the end repercussions of 
what this has on all of us.” Mrs. 
Sirleaf emphasized.

For her part Vice President 
Jewel Howard-Taylor thinks the 
problem should be addressed 

from the home. According to Mrs. 
Taylor parents should be held 
accountable about the rise in 
rape.

VP Taylor: “But let’s look at 
the other side of the coin that 
deal with effects after sexual and 
gender based violence have 
already occurred; we continue to 
cry on government, civil society 
group and lawyers to help fix the 
problem but the problem just 
isn’t there…I think we need to 
change our mindsets to start 
talking about what is happening 
at the homes.

There is a problem at home, 
fathers are missing, mothers are 
too busy and our children are left 
alone and that is what is bringing 
all of these problems.

Let’s go back to the homes, 
and let mothers be responsible to 
what is happening to their 
children. Sometimes is their 
boyfriends that rape the children 
because most times they tend to 
introduce their boyfriends to 
their daughters as uncles and 
those uncles are the ones who are 
sexually abusing the children at 
home.

Meanwhile the theme of the 
program, Break the Bias: Liberia 
in Focus-A discussion on Gender 

Based Violence featured five 
female panelists from various 
professional background to share 
their personal experiences on the 
issue.

The panelists were Deputy 
Gender Minister Alice Johnson 
Howard, Dr. Tanya Garnett, an 
adjunct professor at the 
University of Liberia Graduate 
School, Atty. Mmonbeydo Joah, 
Ne-suah Livingstone and Vickjune 
Wutoh.

The panelists shared their 
experiences based on their areas 
of work and their contribution to 
the fight against Sexual Gender 
Based Violence.
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A
s the people of 
Lofa County gear 
up for senatorial 

by-election in May, the Ex-
ruling Unity Party warns 
authorities of the National 
Elections Commission (NEC) 
to be fair and transparent in 
handling matters currently 
before the Commission.

UP officials say any 
attempt by the NEC to stop 
the UP from putting up a 
candidate in the upcoming 
special senatorial election 
could lead to chaos

"We like to call on the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission to be fair in 
their ruling upon conclusion 
of the ongoing hearing, any 
attempt to go on the 
contrary will threaten the 
democracy of this country 
which might lead to chaos", 
officials of the former ruling 
party warn.

Head of Press and Public 
Affairs Ms. Cornelia Kruah 
Tokpa, gave the warning on 
Thursday, March 31, 2022, 
during a live interview on 
OK FM 99.5 alongside former 
Ass i s tant  In format ion  
Minister Whory Bryant of 
the Unity Party.

Both officials reveal that 
the current matter before 
the NEC involving the UP is 
to know the party’s status in 
t h e  p e n d i n g  s p e c i a l  
senatorial election, and not 
a complaint as it is being 
perceived by the public and 
other opposition political 
parties.

" W e  h o p e  t h e  
chairperson of the NEC is 
not using this case as a 
means of solving the 
corruption case being levied 
against her to blackmail the 
democracy of this country. 
We cannot afford to have 
similar situations that are 
taking place in neighboring 
countries where breakdown 
i n  c o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  
threatened their various 
democracies”, Ms. Tokpa 
adds.

She notes that the 
constitutional breakdown in 
Mali, Guinea, Burkina Faso 
and other countries has led 
to several unrests, saying 

“Here in Liberia, we will not allow 
people to put their selfish or 
personal interest above the 
country’s, therefore, the NEC 
should not even attempt to stop 

the Unity Party from fielding a 
candidate in the Lofa County 
special senatorial election.”

The former ruling party is said 
to be facing a legal battle at the 
NEC following a complaint filed by 
the chairman of the embattled 
opposition Liberty Party, Musa 
Bility.

Chairman Bility in his petition 
argues that the Unity Party has no 
legal ground to field any candidate 
for the upcoming special senatorial 
election in Lofa County, as 
provided by framework documents 
of the Collaborating Political 
Parties.

Ms. Tokpa continues that the 
only reason why the UP is 
participating in the hearing at NEC 
is due to the standing of the 
opposition Alternative National 
Congress (ANC), and has nothing to 
do with Chairman Bi l i ty’s  
complaint, adding that as far as the 
UP is concern, Bility is not the 
legitimate chairman of the Liberty 
Party.

“We are participating in the 
hearing because the ANC is a 
signatory to the CPP framework 
documents”, she says, and argues 
that the letter written by the ANC 
to the NEC is an inquiry for the 
Commission to advise on the status 
of the UP, and the All Liberian 
Party, as it relates to the CPP, but 
such has been turned into 
complaint by the NEC, and “that's 
exactly why we are participating in 
the hearing.”

The UP, LP, ALP and ANC had 
signed a framework document that 
binds the four parties in a 
Collaboration to field a single 
presidential candidate against 
President George Weah in 2023, 
but the UP and ALP pulled out of 
the marriage, while the LP is split 
in the middle with its political 
leader, Sen. Nyonblee Kangar 
L o w r a n c e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
breakaway faction headed by 
former Vice President Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai.

The CPP framework document 
has a clause that bars any of the 
four parties from fielding a 
candidate independently in an 
e l e c t i o n  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
Collaboration hence, the current 
petition before the NEC. Editing 
by Jonathan Browne 
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Ellen identifies hurdles in fight against rape
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he University of 

TL iber ia  (UL)  in  
collaboration with 

Associates, Friends and 
Comrades, has memorialized 
its fallen Professor and 
former Dean of the Liberia 
College, Prof. Dr. Amos 
Claudius Sawyer at a day - 
l ong  p rog ram on  the  
University’s Capitol Hill 
campus.

Mrs. Thelma Sawyer, the 

wife of the deceased former 
Liberian Interim President of 
the Government of National 
Unity (IGNU), the deceased’s 
c h i l d r e n  a n d  g r a n d ,  
associates, friends, and 
comrades,  turned out 
Thursday, March 31, 2022 for 
the memorial program 
named People’s Day of Honor 
in Memory of the late Prof. 
Dr. Amos Claudius Sawyer.

Prof. Dr. Sawyer’s children and 
grandchildren in attendance for 
the program on UL Capitol Hill 
campus were Etta Gbeizon - 
Bornor ;  E tder i ck  Bet t ie ;  
Tiawanlyn Akpan; Claudia Akhi - 
Gbande; Fecelia Sawyer - Akhi- 
Gbade; Frantz Sawyer; Reza 
Sawyer and Mendea Sawyer.

Speakers and participants of 
the memorial program included 
Dr. Sawyer’s longtime friends and 
comrades, members of the 
Progressive Movement, and 
representatives of the Movement 
for Justice in Africa (MOJA) 
including Liberian veteran 
Economis t  and  Pro fes sor  
Emeritus Dr. Togba Nah Tipoteh, 
River Gee County Senator 
Conmany B. Wesseh, Cllr. Tiawan 
Saye Gongloe, and Atty. Kofi 
Woods.

The late Prof. Dr. Sawyer, an 
acc la imed academic  and  
professor par excellence, was a 
Professor of Political Science at 
Liberia’s flagship tertiary 
academic institution, the 
University of Liberia and was also 
the former Dean of Liberia 
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