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arrowing accounts 

Hare emerging of 
Malian troops and 

s u s p e c t e d  R u s s i a n  
mercenar ie s  a l l eged ly  
executing about 300 people 
in central Mali.Residents told 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
that the killings took place 
during an operation against 
militant Islamists over four 
days in late March.

Deta ined men were  
ordered to walk in groups of 
up to 10, before being 
summarily executed, HRW 
said.

"I lived in terror, each 
minute, each second thinking 
it would be my turn to be 
taken away and executed. 
Even after being told to go, I 
feared it was a trap," one man 
w h o  w i t n e s s e d  s o m e  
executions was quoted as 
saying.

"As I walked away, slowly, I 
held my hand on my chest, 
holding my breath, and 
waiting for a bullet to pass 
through my body,"  he 
a d d e d . M a l i ' s  m i l i t a r y  
admitted on Saturday that it 
had killed more than 200 
militants in a "large-scale" 
assault on the "terrorist fief" 

of Moura.
The West African nation's 

junta denies that mercenaries 
from Russia's Wagner group are 
helping it fight the insurgents.On 
Tuesday, Germany joined the US, 
France and the European Union 
to call for an independent 
investigation, involving the UN 
mission in the country, into what 
happened in the village of 
Moura, which is in Mali's central 
Mopti region.

In its statement, HRW said 
there had been a "deliberate 
slaughter" of people detained.

to cut their pants and grow 
their beards".

Others said the killings 
were ethnically based, with 
the Fulani, largely Muslim 
semi -nomadic  herders  
known in Mali as the Peulh, 
targeted.HRW said it had 
learned from 19 witnesses, 
including those from Moura 
and six other villages, that 
soldiers arrived by helicopter 
near the livestock market on 
27 March and exchanged 
gunfire for some 15 minutes 
with about 30 Islamist 
fighters.

"Traders at the market 
and security sources said 
tha t  seve ra l  I s l am i s t  
fighters, a few civilians, and 
two foreign soldiers were 
killed during this and another 
exchange of gunfire that 
day," HRW reported.

Malian soldiers and more 
than 100 members of a 
foreign force - identified by 
several sources as Russians - 
were then deployed to Moura 
for an operation that lasted 
for four days.

"After surrounding the 

"The Malian government is 
responsible for this atrocity, 
the worst in Mali in a decade, 
whether carried about by 
Malian forces or associated 
foreign soldiers."

HRW described Moura as 
being under the "quasi-
control" of al-Qaeda in the 
Islamic Maghreb (Aqim).

It quoted a local as saying 
that some of those killed 
"were really jihadists, but 
many others were killed 
simply because they had been 
forced by the same jihadists 

he first trial for 

Tatrocities committed 
in Darfur has opened 

at the International Criminal 
Court (ICC), nearly 20 years 
after violence tore through 
the Sudanese region.

A suspected former leader 
of  the pro-government 
Janjaweed militia has been 
charged with 31 counts of war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity.Ali Muhammad Ali 
Abd-al-Rahman denies the 
charges.

Sudanese human rights 

activists have described the case 
as historic.

"[Tuesday] is a momentous day 
for victims and survivors in Darfur 
who never stopped fighting to see 
the day the cycle of impunity is 
broken," human rights lawyer 
Mossaad Mohamed Ali said."We 
hope the trial against Abd-al-
Rahman will shed light on his 
responsibility for the horrendous 
crimes, in particular sexual 
crimes, committed by him and 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t - b a c k e d  
Janjaweed militias under his 
command," he added.Mr Abd-al-

Rahman, also known as Ali 
Kushayb, is the first person to 
be tried by the ICC over a 
conflict that left about 
300,000 people dead and more 
than two million homeless.

Sudan's former President 
Omar al-Bashir has so far 
evaded arrest over the 
conflict. He is wanted on 
charges of genocide and war 
crimes, which he denies the 
charges. He is currently in 
custody in Sudan after being 
ousted in a coup in 2019.Mr 
Abd-al-Rahman surrendered to 
the ICC in 2020 after 13 years 
on the run.

He is alleged to have 
participated in attacks on 
civilians in four towns in Darfur 
between August 2003 and 
March 2004.Dr Adeeb Yousif, a 
former governor in Darfur who 
w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
investigation of Mr Abd-al-
Rahman at the time, told the 
BBC why the Janjaweed leader 
should be in court.

“I've seen what happened 
by my naked eyes in regard to 
crimes that he committed in 
central Darfur, attacking 
villages, burning villages, 
killing people, burning people, 
burning children, rape of 

women and girls."
The ICC accuses Mr Abd-al-

Rahman and militias under his 
command of rape, torture, 
killing and pillaging.

"He is alleged to have 
implemented the counter-
insurgency strategy of the 
Government of Sudan that 

also resulted in the commission of 
war crimes and crimes against 
humanity in Darfur," the ICC said.

"He is also alleged to have 
enlisted fighters, armed, funded 
and provided food and other 
supplies to the Janjaweed militia 
under his command," it added.BBC

area, the soldiers patrolled 
through town, executing several 
men as they tried to flee, and 
detaining hundreds of unarmed 
men from the market and their 
homes," HRW said.

"Over the four days, the 
soldiers ordered the detained 
men in groups of four, six, or up to 
10, to stand up and walk for 
between several dozen and 
several hundred metres. There, 
the Malian and foreign soldiers 
summarily executed them."Mali 
has been battling a decade-long 
insurgency that has affected 
millions of people, and has also 
engulfed out countries in the 
region.

French troops have played a 
major role in fighting the 
insurgents, but in February 
President Emmanuel Macron 
announced their withdrawal.It 
followed a breakdown in relations 
with the military junta, which has 
been accused of increasingly 
turning to Russia for aid to fight 
the militants.

Mali is a former French colony, 
and maintained strong ties with 
France after independence in 
1960. BBC

Mali and 'Russian fighters' 
behind massacre - HRW

Malian soldiers have been battling jihadists for the last 10 years

 Nigerian atheist 

Ahas been sentenced 
to 24 years in prison 

by a high court in the 
northern state of Kano after 
b e i n g  c o n v i c t e d  o f  
blaspheming Islam.

Mubarak Bala, the 37-
year-old president of the 
Humanist Association of 
Nigeria, pleaded guilty to all 
18 charges and asked for 
leniency.He has been in 
detention since 2020.

A group of Muslims had 
filed a petition to the 
authorities accusing Bala of 
posting uncomplimentary 
messages about Islam on 
social media.Kano has a 
majority Muslim population. 
It is one of around a dozen 
states in northern Nigeria 
where  I s lamic  law i s  
practised alongside secular 
laws.

Bala could have faced the 

death penalty if he was tried in an 
Islamic court.

UN human rights experts and 
international rights groups had 
condemned his detention and 
called for his release.

Bala renounced his Islamic 
faith in 2014. He was then 
reportedly taken to a psychiatric 
h o s p i t a l  b e f o r e  b e i n g  
discharged.He was arrested in 
2020 in neighbouring Kaduna 
state, and transferred to Kano, 
his home state.Nigeria is Africa's 
most-populous country and most 
people in its mainly Muslim north 
and the largely Christian south 
are deeply religious.BBC

First ICC trial of Darfur 
war crimes suspect

Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman is the only person 
to be tried by the ICC over the Darfur conflict

Nigerian atheist jailed for 
24 years for blasphemy
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THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT seeming lack of willpower to 
vigorously fight drug addiction that is destroying 
thousands of young Liberians clearly contradicts   
President George Manneh Weah’s professed love for 
youths of Liberia. 

PRESIDENT WEAH SAYS he holds youth so dearly to his 
heart, not only because they represent the future of 
Liberia, which he is committed to improving, but also 
because the country’s young people do have explicit 
confidence and trust in him to transform the State. 
Launching the USAID-sponsored Youth Empowerment 
Program at the Monrovia City Hall on Thursday, March 31, 
2022, Mr. Weah said that he has had a special place in his 
heart for the youth of Liberia.

BUT THE PRESIDENT’S expressed love for the youth of 
Liberia and the reality on the ground are totally different, 
as thousands of youths, if not tens of thousands, across the 
country are losing their lives to narcotics under his watch.

THE ISSUE OF drug abuse has become so endemic in our 
society to an extent that substances are being sold on 
school campuses! Can you imagine, the learning 
environment that should be a place for transformation, is 
gradually becoming breeding ground for addicted youths. 
That’s the magnitude of the situation facing the future of 
our dear country.

THIS IS NOT about political speeches, it is something that 
should prick our consciences as Liberians, especially 
national leaders. Through lip service or sheer neglect, we 
are breeding a generation of young people that would lack 
the capacity to take up future responsibility, given their 
current social habits.

COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE entire country are infested 
with ghettoes that are involved in the sale of dangerous 
drugs, and even some of our security officers go there and 
become partakers with no regard whatsoever about their 
duty to protect lives and property.

PRESIDENT WEAH WOULD truly demonstration his love for 
young people by empowering the Liberia Drug 
Enforcement Agency, the Police and other national 
security apparatus to raid communities of ghettoes and 
save our youths from self-destructing.

 “MY GOVERNMENT REMAINS committed to giving all youth 
the opportunity to develop their potentials so that they 
will be able to compete in an enabling environment in this 
ever-changing world. To you, our young generation, I 
promise to prepare and empower you so that you can take 
your rightful place in Liberia”, the President said.
 
BUT IF THE empowerment project that is designed to 
directly benefit 21,000 youths in Montserrado, Grand 
Bassa and Lofa counties for five years is to make any 
significant impact, it should include rehabilitation 
program to transform beneficiaries into productive 
citizens after the exercise.

CommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.  www.project-syndicate.org

OGOTÁ – In Paradise Lost, the English 

Bpoet John Milton encapsulates a 
fundamental truth about the struggle 

to end a violent conflict and establish a 
sustainable peace:

“Who overcomes by force, 
Hath overcome but half his foe.”

This insight was crucial to my own 
understanding of how to chart a way to end 
Colombia’s long and costly civil war, and it is 
acutely relevant to our shared global 
challenges today.

To build peace, leaders need to foster hope 
and anchor policies in empathy, solidarity, 
and a long-term vision of the common good. 
This is precisely the approach we must take 
now to overcome the COVID-19 pandemic 
and build a more resilient world that can 
better withstand future shocks and crises.

Humanity’s collective experience of COVID-
19 has reminded us all how precious, 
fragile, and intertwined life can be. Each 
person’s existence on this planet is 
inextricably connected with that of our 
brothers, sisters, and neighbors, as well as 
with our forebears and unborn generations. 
As we begin to map a post-pandemic 
recovery, recognizing our shared destiny 
makes it critical that we draw inspiration 
from the legacy of previous successful 
leaders.

In this regard, there is no better model than 
Nelson Mandela, a man of infinite courage 
and determination who defied a 
particularly evil system of racial oppression 
and became the greatest peacemaker of his 
generation. Mandela endured nearly three 
decades of imprisonment, led his people to 
freedom, and built a resilient, multiracial 
democracy in South Africa that endures to 
this day.

Mandela’s abiding humility and his iron faith 
in democracy helped lay the foundations of 
modern South Africa. These qualities also 
resonated globally, because Mandela always 
placed the African National Congress’s 
liberation struggle in the context of the 
wider international f ight against 
colonialism, racism, and discrimination.

This affirmation of our common humanity 
lay at the heart of Mandela’s decision to 
found The Elders, the group of independent 
global leaders of which I am a member. In his 
speech at the organization’s launch in 
Johannesburg in July 2007, Mandela 
charged the group with a specific mandate: 
“Support courage where there is fear, foster 
agreement where there is conflict, and 
inspire hope where there is despair.”

Today more than ever, we must recommit to 
this approach in the face of the pandemic, 
as well as even greater existential threats 
such as climate change and nuclear 

weapons. We urgently need an explicit 
recognition by global leaders that solidarity 
matters, and that they must act decisively to 
defend and rejuvenate multilateralism.

This ambition and sense of hope is essential. 
One sobering example of its absence is the 
underwhelming collective reaction to the 
March 2020 call by United Nations Secretary-
General António Guterres for a “global 
ceasefire” in response to COVID-19. True, 
Guterres’s appeal was compelling, and the 
UN estimated that warring parties in 11 
countries had heeded it by early April last 
year. But the UN Security Council took more 
than three months to pass a resolution 
endorsing Guterres’s appeal. And too many 
conflicts continued unabated throughout 
2020 and still rage today.

The toll on human life, particularly among 
unarmed civilians, has been devastating. By 
mid-2020, violent conflicts had contributed 
to a rise in the number of forcibly displaced 
people, to nearly 80 million. And by the end 
of the year, almost 100 million people faced 
severe food insecurity as a result of conflict – 
up from 77 million in 2019.

This is a damning indictment of collective 
failure, especially by the Security Council’s 
five permanent members. But we must 
understand the Council’s near-paralysis in 
the wider context of the many global 
leadership failures laid bare by COVID-19. 
These include insufficient coordination and 
information-sharing to contain the 
pandemic, inadequate collaboration by the 
G20 to protect the global economy, a dearth 
of financial assistance to support the Global 
South, and the moral catastrophe of “vaccine 
apartheid.”

Contemplating this litany of challenges and 
disappointments, it is easy to be 
overwhelmed by pessimism. But resigning 
ourselves to failure is not only an indulgence 
of the world’s privileged, who do not have to 
endure the pain and loss of war, but also a 
betrayal of its victims. Hope persists, and so 
must our determination.

As for me, I am hopeful and determined that 
we will recover from the pandemic in a way 
that affirms the words of my compatriot, the 
great writer and Nobel laureate Gabriel 
García Márquez: “Neither floods nor plagues, 
famines nor cataclysms, nor even the eternal 
wars of century upon century, have been able 
to subdue the persistent advantage of life 
over death.” In that spirit, we must then get 
on with the life-affirming task of building 
peace.

Juan Manuel Santos, a Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate, is a former president of 
Colombia (2010-18), a visiting professor 
at the Department of International 
Development at the University of Oxford, 
and a member of The Elders.

By Juan Manuel Santos

Peacemaking After the PandemicFight drug addiction before
youth empowerment 
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ONDON – The statistician Nassim Nicholas Taleb coined the term “black swan” to describe 

Limprobable, hard-to-predict events that can have a massive impact on the economy. The 
authors of a recent report have now introduced into the taxonomy of finance the phrase 

“green swans”: events caused by climate change and biodiversity loss.

The appearance of green swans is arguably more predictable than that of black swans, as 
climate change makes them unavoidable. But there are no historical comparisons to help us 
understand how climate and ecological risks such as cyclones, wildfires, droughts, and floods 
might affect the banking system, the insurance industry, or any number of other economic 
activities.

As economic activity is reallocated from fossil fuels to clean energy sources, some activities will 
disappear, others will emerge, and the value of “stranded assets” will plummet. Although this 
process is necessary, it must be managed in a way that does not create instability in the financial 
system.

Owing to their financial-stability mandate, central banks, supervisors, and macro-prudential 
authorities have a central role to play in the green transition. The recent Green Swan 
Conference organized by the Bank for International Settlements, the Banque de France, the 
International Monetary Fund, and the NGFS (Network of Central Banks and Supervisors for 
Greening the Financial System) points to a growing recognition of this fact, though the 
mobilization remains too slow and too timid in some geographic areas.

With an eye toward anticipating the effects of climate risk, the Banque de France was the first 
central bank to introduce a comprehensive climate stress test for banks and insurance 
companies. Analyzing three 30-year climate scenarios devised by the NGFS (an orderly transition 
based on a low-carbon strategy; a disorderly, late transition; and a business-as-usual scenario), 
the test sought to assess banking and insurance portfolios’ exposure to both physical and 
transition risks.

This exercise showed that the French system’s current exposure is only moderate (under the 
assumptions used). More important, the climate stress test demonstrated what it will take to 
improve our understanding of climate risk.

There is much more work to do. For example, we still lack databases detailing the geographical 
conditions throughout global value chains. This information is essential to assess physical risks to 
production, and it would also be useful for monitoring social and environmental governance 
issues more broadly.

The increased frequency and severity of weather-related disasters will gradually come to be 
reflected in insurance coverage and costs, affecting profitability and the default rates of loan 
portfolios in the banking sector. At the same time, bankers and asset managers will be adjusting 
their portfolios accordingly. And if the price of carbon continues to rise, as it should, they will 
move away from carbon-intensive sectors, increasing their exposure to other risk factors.

These time-varying behaviors (and their knock-on effects) will matter for financial stability; but 
they are difficult to model. Still, a few essential policies would greatly help macro-prudential 
authorities and investors manage the change. First, those embarking on the green transition will 
need a compass: there should be a fully predictable increase in the carbon price across as wide 
an economic area as possible. The European Union could be on the right track here with its 
Emissions Trading System, wherein the price of carbon has risen from €25 ($30) per ton in 
January 2020 to €50 per ton today. But progress remains limited, because the ETS covers only 
about 40% of EU emissions.

As a recent G30 report shows, credible commitments to deliver a predictably increasing carbon 
price are needed to enable investors, regulators, and monetary policymakers to adjust their 
strategies in a forward-looking manner. In their absence, we will be unable to unleash public and 
private investment in the structural adjustments needed to reduce the costs of the broader 
transition.

To achieve this, independent carbon councils can manage carbon-price inflation in a similar 
manner to how central banks manage inflation affecting the prices of goods. These institutions 
should have a mandate to map out a carbon-price-inflation path aligned with their respective 
governments’ 2050 net-zero objectives. These policies must be accompanied by compensation 
of those most affected by a decline in purchasing power, owing, for example, to an increase in 
fuel prices.

Capital requirements for financial institutions could be linked to their exposure to a rising 
carbon price, which would change their calculated probability of defaults and losses on their 
portfolio. Supervisors also will need to ensure that financial institutions establish effective 
governance systems to deal with climate risk. Unlike what happened with shadow banks, whose 
growth reflected an ability to circumvent stricter banking regulations, we should endeavor to 
track “shadow emitters” very closely. The US Environmental Protection Agency recently 
revealed that five of the top ten methane emitters in the United States are little-known oil and 
gas producers, backed by little-known investment firms.

We should expect that private equity firms will try to acquire risky oil and gas properties, 
develop them, and sell them at a profit. But we cannot tolerate “below-the-radar” investors 
buying up carbon-intensive assets at fire-sale prices and then operating them in lax 
jurisdictions. Preventing this will require a high global floor on carbon prices, carbon border 
adjustment taxes, or both. The cost of capital for such investments must become prohibitively 
high, even if it means adjusting the regulatory perimeter.

A final key climate-policy component is mandatory disclosures of CO2 emissions and a 
framework for harmonizing those disclosures globally in order to enforce universal minimum 
standards. This idea is already gaining momentum and may become more concrete after the 
United Nations climate summit (COP26) in November. Transparency is crucial for all market 
participants. It is incumbent on the institutions in charge of financial stability to ensure that 
green swans do not turn black.

Hélène Rey is Professor of Economics at the London Business School and a member of the 
Haut Conseil de Stabilité Financière.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org

Observing the Green Swans
By Hélène Rey Opinion 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.   www.project-syndicate.org

EW YORK – In early March, Premier Li Keqiang announced that China is targeting GDP 

Ngrowth of “about 5.5%” this year. That would be ambitious even without Russia’s war 
against Ukraine and the attendant increases in global energy and food prices. Back in 

January, for example, the International Monetary Fund forecast that the Chinese economy 
would grow by only 4.8% in 2022. And in 2019, the last full year before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
GDP increased by just under 6%.

By my calculation, the decline in China’s working-age population is reducing the economy’s 
potential growth rate by roughly 0.2 percentage points a year. So, if all other factors were like 
those prevailing in 2019, China’s GDP could potentially grow in 2022 by about 5.4%.

But today, both the Ukraine war and an expected series of interest-rate increases by the US 
Federal Reserve this year have made the external environment much less favorable to growth. 
The OECD estimates that the recent spike in energy and food prices triggered by the conflict 
will reduce global GDP growth by more than one percentage point. Given that China is a big 
importer of oil, gas, wheat, and other commodities, its growth could slow by a similar amount.

Rate hikes by the Fed – the first of which came on March 16 – will likely further depress 
emerging-market growth. This will occur through a combination of reduced export demand in 
high-income countries, capital-flow reversals away from developing countries, and possible 
foreign-currency debt crises.

China can mitigate these risks to some extent. For example, by not participating in the 
Western-led sanctions against Russia, China may be able to purchase gas, petroleum, and 
other products from Russia at pre-war prices.

China may also be able to withstand higher US interest rates better than many other 
developing countries for three reasons. Because China’s capital controls partly insulate its 
monetary policy, the domestic interest rate need not mechanically follow that of the United 
States. As China’s foreign-currency debt is small relative to both its GDP and its foreign-
exchange reserves, the likelihood of a foreign-currency debt crisis is remote. And with much 
of the foreign capital in China consisting of foreign direct investment (think General Motors or 
DuPont, for example), a reversal of capital flows is less of a concern than it is for countries that 
rely more on international bank lending or bond financing.

But it will be difficult for China to offset these two negative external factors completely. After 
all, lower growth and higher uncertainty in other parts of the world will translate into reduced 
demand for Chinese exports, implying a net negative impact on growth.

Several domestic factors also add to the downward pressure on China’s growth in 2022. A spate 
of regulations in the past year and a half concerning antitrust, privacy protection, online 
education, and greenhouse-gas emissions have suppressed production in some sectors and 
dampened overall investor sentiment. Leverage restrictions have created a small recession in 
the real-estate sector, which has spilled over to related industries such as steel, cement, 
home electronics, and furniture.

Many of the new regulations can be justified on economic grounds and have counterparts in 
advanced economies. But the way they have been devised and implemented has contributed 
to a sense of unpredictability, not only in the sectors directly affected, but also in the 
economy as a whole. Heightened uncertainty has discouraged both innovation and investment 
by firms and consumption by households, pulling down growth in the last quarter of 2021 and 
the first three months of 2022.

China’s “zero-COVID” public-health strategy also has fueled uncertainty by requiring periodic 
and often unpredictable partial lockdowns that disrupt production and livelihoods. That 
strategy probably could be justified in 2020-21 in terms of the number of lives it saved. But the 
social cost-benefit calculation for the same approach looks much less favorable in 2022, given 
the greatly diminished rates of serious COVID-19 infections and mortality for fully vaccinated 
people and the increasing effectiveness and availability of oral pills and other treatments.

In addition, when the pandemic disrupted production in other countries in 2020-21, Chinese 
firms ramped up output to cover supply shortages. But as new coronavirus variants become 
less deadly and more transmissible, and as most other countries shift this year to “living with 
the virus,” China’s zero-COVID strategy could result in a much greater loss of domestic output 
and income.

The Chinese authorities now appear to be adjusting their regulatory approach and reasserting 
their support for private-sector firms. But while recent statements to that effect by Vice 
Premier Liu He prompted an initial rise in Chinese stock prices, only concrete policies are 
likely to restore entrepreneurs’ confidence and spur more private-sector investment and 
innovation.

To adjust their COVID-19 strategy, policymakers need to solve the “last mile” problem of 
administering the full complement of vaccines to the remaining less-than-fully-inoculated 
population and ramp up production of COVID-19 antiviral pills.

If all goes well, China will achieve growth this year of close to but perhaps still below 5.5%. To 
reach its target and maintain moderately high growth rates in future years, the country needs 
a productivity revolution that will help to lift potential growth.

China will not achieve this through monetary or fiscal stimulus, or even with an industrial 
policy that subsidizes investment in research and development. The country must instead 
return to a key ingredient of its economic success in the past four decades, namely, giving the 
market a more decisive role in allocating capital and other resources, and reinvigorating 
entrepreneurial dynamism, including in online sectors.

Achieving GDP growth of 5.5% in 2022 will be highly challenging. But, if policymakers revert to 
market-oriented reforms and regulation, it remains feasible.

Shang-Jin Wei, a former chief economist at the Asian Development Bank, is Professor of 
Finance and Economics at Columbia Business School and Columbia University’s School of 
International and Public Affairs.

  

Will China Hit Its Growth Target?
By Shang-Jin Wei
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more headline news       more headline news 

Police in Monrovia 
have charged and 
sent to court three 

men for their alleged roles in 
the murder of victim Kolubah 
Marshall through mob action 
last month in Vai Town, 
Bushrod Island. 

D e f e n d a n t s  B o a k a i  
Passaway and Mohammed 
Kromah were charged with 
murder, while defendant 
Thomas Blamoh, the man 
who allegedly blew the false 

alarm that resulted to the 
mob killing victim Marshall, is 
charged with aggravated 
assault.Blamoh is alleged to 
be the motorcycle operator 
who accused victim Marshall 
of trying to steal his 
motorbike, leaving an angry 
crowd in Vai Town to mob the 
victim to death.

Police say the action of the 
accused was in violation of 
Chapter 14, Sections 14. 1, 
14. 20 and 10.1 of the Revised 
Penal Law of Liberia. They 
are due to face trial in court. 

Ahead of the police 
charges against the accused, 
several residents of Johnson 
Street in Central Monrovia 
staged a peaceful protest on 
Monday, 4 April 2022 at the 
headquarters of the Liberia 
National Police (LNP) in 
demand of justice over the 
killing of victim Marshall who 
was murdered on 12 March 
this year.

The deceased was also a 
resident of Johnson Street. 
The protesters alleged that 

he was killed by the angry 
mob in Vai Town following an 
a r g u m e n t  a n d  t u s s l e  
between him and a bike 
rider, now identified to be 
Blamoh.

Protesters claim that 
Blamoh is a son of Deputy 
Police Inspector General for 
Operations Col. Marvin 
S a c k o r ’ s  s i s t e r. T h e  
protesters wore black and 
held placards at the police 
headquarters with various 
inscriptions, some of which 
read: “We need justice”; 

“Stop mob violence’’; and “Do 
not know us only when you 
need power,’’ among others.

The protesters, mainly 
youth, were in a pickup with 
speakers, playing music by 
famous Liberian Hippo star 
Takun J, “they lie to us.’’

Those who knew the late 
Kolubah Marshall, 32, said he 
was a father of two kids and a 
jun ior  s tudent  at  the  
University of Liberia, who was 
studying Economics as his 
major and Sociology, as a 

manor.
They said Marshall sold 

broken tiles on Johnson Street 
to make a living.

Speaking to reporters on 
the grounds of the Temple 
Justice Tuesday, 5 April 2022, 
a spokesperson of the group, 
Ms. Peaches Johnson said they 
are disappointed over the 
action of the LNP to only 
charge two persons with 
murder in connection with the 
killing of victim Marshall. 

On the day the accused 

 graduating senior of 

AC u t t i n g t o n  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  

Emmanuel Solon, Jr., is said 
to have become the first 
known student in Liberia to 
produce carrots. 

Solon is reading plant and 
soil sciences in the College of 
Agriculture and Sustainable 
Development at Cuttington 
University, Bong County. 

Ahead of his graduation 
due in June 2022, Emmanuel 
recently presented the 
research paper to the college 
demonstrating the process 
and further detailing it as 
part of his thesis work. 

He said he did the research 
in spite of the numerous 
challenges encountered 
along the way. 

“I faced lots of challenges 

in doing this research. The 
lack of information on 
carrot production, there 
was no one to help me; I was 
l e f t  w i t h  n o  o t h e r  
alternative but to do it 

myself even though at some 
point I had to do further on line 
readings,” he said.   

“Another challenge I faced 
was the lack of finance in 
getting the needed materials. 

For example, the seed of the 
carrot is sold for US$40.00 
while the compost I used to 
recondition the soil is 
U S$30 . 00 , ”  Emmanue l  
narrated. 

He took ninety days to 
produce the carrot. The 
importance of the research 
was to make Liberians 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  
vegetable can easily be 
produced in the country due 
to the fatality of the soil here. 

The production of carrots 
in Liberia has over the past 
been like a nightmare, most 
especially for agriculture 
students in Liberia. 

This can not only be 
attributed to the lack of 
finance in gathering the 
needed soil materials for a 
smooth production, but also 
the methodological skills to 
appropriately have it done. 

Some researchers may also 
argue that Agriculture 
students here are not 

interested in researching the 
production of the vegetable due 
to the very stumpy purchase 
demand on the Liberian market 
and the necessary gear needed to 
preserve them. 

Solon told journalists that 
Liberia’s soil has the ability to 
sustain agricultural plant growth 
and that carrot could be more 
vital to the Liberian market if the 
needed consideration is given to 
promote its production. 

According to him, producing 
more carrots in Liberia could be 
significant to the citizens because 
several studies have shown that 
eating carrots can lower the risk 
of cancers of breast, lung and 
colon. He added that it is also 
good for blood sugar regulation 
because of the presence of 
carotenoids in it.

The production of carrots in 
Liberia is nearly nonexistent, and 
this is as a result of the lack of 
information to farmers about the 

he Chairperson on 

TC o n c e s s i o n ,  
I n v e s t m e n t  a n d  

Agreement at the House of 
Representatives, Clarence 
M a s s a q u o i ,  s a y s  u p o n  
representatives’ return from 
their break, he will propose 
that all Mineral Development 
Ag reement s  (MDAs )  be  
revisited.Speaking to a team of 
Legislative reporters recently, 
Representative Massaquoi said 
he will submit a bill seeking 
that those agreements be 
looked at to ensure all natural 
resources benefit the people of 
Liberia. 

He added that this bill, 
when submitted to the House 
of Representatives, would in no 
way scare away investors from 
the country, but it would rather 
ensure that the ordinary 
people benefit from the 
country's natural resources.

Massaquoi stated that the 
review of law is to look at all 
MDA laws and strengthen them.

According to him, the House 
of Representatives sees the 
natural resources as an 
endowment given to the 
country by the creator himself 

and the House is also seriously 
concerned about these resources.

The Lofa County lawmaker said 
when all concession agreements 
and investment incentives are 
reviewed, the House will establish 
the current level of compliance 
and the economic benefits the 
country stands to achieve.

He said the ArcelorMittal deal 
has been reviewed two times and 
some adjustments were made.

Contrary to view in the public 
that the House rejected the deal 
because they don't like the 
company, Rep. Massaquoi said it is 
far from the truth, saying the 
House will be on the side of the 
people against any law for 
investors that compromises the 
interest of the people.

Rep. Massaquoi said the review 
will also ensure that initial 
negotiat ions between the 
Executive and Investors be in line 
with recommendations from the 
Legislature to avoid lapses 
witnessed during the recent 
A r c e l o r M i t t a l  t h i r d  
amendment.The House of  
Representatives during one of its 
special sessions voted to return 
the  th i rd  amendment  o f  
ArcelorMittal to the Executive for 
renegotiations.

CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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First Lady Clar Marie 
Weah has described 
the Ellen Johnson 

Sirleaf, EJS, National Dialysis 
Center as a major boost to 
enhancing quality health care 
delivery in the country.

Speaking during a tour of 
the center on Monday, April 4, 
2022, Mrs. Weah noted that 
the dialysis center initiative 
along with other strides 
speaks volume of the 
progress being made by the 

Liberian government toward 
fully addressing the health 
needs of its people.

Wh i le  thank ing  the  
government through the 
Ministry of Health and the 
staffers at the facility, Mrs. 
Weah was optimistic that the 
center would help build 
public confidence in the 
health system, thereby 
encouraging residents to seek 
medical treatment here 
instead of going to other 

countries in the region.
“Thank you once again for 

the great work,” Mrs. Weah 
said, applauding the team of 
doctors, technicians, and 
staffers in general at the 
E l len  Johnson  S i r leaf  
National Dialysis Center.

“I  think that i t  i s  
commendable and I am 
happy to see that our 
government are developing 
the health sector in many 
different aspects that can 

help the people of Liberia.”
The First Lady’s brief tour 

was guided by Dr. Jerry 
Browne- Chief Executive 
Officer of JFK, Mrs. Dama 
Yekeson-Koffa- JFK Deputy 
CEO and Administrator and 
JFK Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Sia Wata Camanor along with 
the nephrologist Ejike 
Arodiwe.

As they walked her 
through various sections of 
the center providing details 

on  the  func t i on s  and  
numerous care being offered, 
the team raised issues of the 
huge cost attached to access 
service at the center thereby 
calling for her intervention to 
make it more affordable to 
the average Liberian.

In response to their 
concerns, Mrs. Weah offered 
her support and promised to 
appeal to the government to 
consider mechanisms in the 
form of an insurance scheme 

that would make care at the 
EJS Dialysis Center more 
affordable.

“So, this is our duty to 
appeal to the government to 
see if there is anything they 
can do in the future in terms 
of helping our community 
with medical insurance,” said 
Mrs. Weah. 

She continued, “I know it’s 
a big demand but to spare our 
community from high death 

he Kwennah family 

Thas dedicated a 
modern library and 

museum to the people of 
D u a i t a a  a n d  o t h e r  
surrounding communities in 
Bong County in Electoral 
District #2. 

The total cost of the two 
projects is placed at $18,000 
United States Dollars. 

Labeled “Pastor Albert 
Sumo Kwennah & Mrs. Yongor 
Vah Kwennah Memorial 
Library & Museum,” the 
family’s gesture was part of 
efforts to give back and to 
also demonstrate the passion 
their late father Mr. Albert 
Kwennah had for education.

According to Madam 
Dorothy Kwennah Toman, 
following the demise of their 
father in 2017, the people of 
Duaitaa continued to show 
love and care to the family, 

and as such, they were left 
with no option but to 
remember the people 
through infrastructural 
development. 

"I want to tell you here 
today that the people of 

Duaitaa are great people. 
They are loving and caring 
people and that's why our 
family will always remember 
them," she added.  

Mrs. Toman and John O. 
Kwennah used the medium to 

apprec ia te  those  who  
supported the construction of 
the project, adding that its 
completion is a relief for the 
people in District #2. 

They called on citizens of 
Duaitaa to properly manage 
the library, saying that it will 
motivate them to do more for 
the town and its environs. 

The Library which is fully 
equipped with books and 
other educational materials 
will serve school-goers of the 
Kilitorma Elementary and 
Junior High School and other 
surrounding schools in 
Jorquelleh District #2, Bong 
County. 

For their part, residents of 
Duaitaa including education 
stakeholders in Bong lauded 

the Kwennah Family for giving 
back to their place of origin, thus 
promising to provide maximum 
and proper care for the project.   

"We are so happy for the 
wonderful work done by this 
family. This is something that we 
will forever remember because it 
will help dignify our children who 
are going to school. 

"Here in rural Liberia, 95% of 
students here don't have access to 
technology. This is not only 
because of the network but also 
because of the lack of finance to 
buy them,” John Yarkpawolo, a 
resident of the town, said. 

Meanwhile, the citizens are 
calling on others to emulate the 
good example of the Kwennahs for 
the common good of the town and 
its people.

he Monrovia City 

TCorporation (MCC) in 
p a r t ne r s h i p  w i t h  

Tamma Corporation launches an 
online platform for payment of 
city ordinance taxes dubbed 
EWallie Application, a hundred 
pe rcen t  L i be r i an -owned  
software.

Speaking here on Monday, 
April 4, 2022 during the official 
launch at the MCC in Monrovia, 
Mr. Cain Prince Andrew, Director 
General for Internal Service 
Operation, said the platform 
will boast efficiency, revenue 
generation and job creation.

Giving the impact of the App 
on revenue collection, MCC 
Director of Revenue Mr. 
Lawrence Flomo said the new 
development will ease up many 
challenges the corporation had 
faced with taxpayers.

Mr.  F l omo  no te s  the  
unwillingness of most business 
owners to go to the bank and 
pay their municipal taxes, 
adding “They take time, and 
time in business is one of those 
important  th ings  to  be  
observed.”

He says often, taxpayers 
complain of not having time to 
pay their municipal taxes, but 
the EWallie will ease challenges 
such as sitting in traffic because 
it has no traffic, adding “Just sit 
anywhere at your business place 
and pay your taxes, if only you 

embrace this new system.”
The MCC revenue director 

continues that during rainy season 
when government, including MCC 
revenue faces serious decline, 
taxpayers won't complain about 
going in the rain to pay tax and 
agents would not equally complain 
of revenue decline.

The Chief Executive Officer of 
Tamma Corporation, Abdullah 
Kamara says the idea behind the 
EWallie App is to bring lasting 
solutions to the many challenges 
confronting the city government 
relative to revenue collection.

He notes that it is a great idea 
that government chose to work 
with a Liberian-owned company 
with a product that he reveals was 
built by young and talented 
Liberians, and thanks Mayor 
Je f f e r s on  Ko i j ee  f o r  t he  
opportunity.

"We have work assiduously with 
the staff of MCC; we have had 
training, that's how we arrived at 
this launching ceremony, to see 
MCC going digital is a reality, all 
started eight weeks ago and today 
we are launching; this is the kind 
and type of leadership that Liberia 
needs”, Mr. Kamara says.

Meanwhile, Mayor Koijee lauds 
the CEO of Tamma Corporation for 
the partnership leading to the 
launch of the EWallie App that he 
notes wi l l  boost the city 
corporation revenue collection 
s y s tem amids t  cha l l enges  
confronting the MCC. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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Le manque de volonté politique du gouvernement libérien 
dans la lutte contre la toxicomanie qui détruit des milliers 
de jeunes Libériens contredit clairement l’amour déclaré 
du président George Manneh Weah pour les jeunes du 
Libéria.

Le président Weah ne cesse de dire que les jeunes lui 
tiennent à son cœur, non seulement parce qu’ils 
représentent l’avenir du Libéria qu’il s’est engagé à 
améliorer, mais aussi parce que les jeunes du pays ont une 
confiance explicite en lui pour transformer l’État. 

Lors du lancement du programme d’autonomisation des 
jeunes parrainé par l’USAID à l’hôtel de ville de Monrovia le 
jeudi 31 mars 2022, M. Weah a déclaré que la jeunesse du 
Libéria a une place spéciale dans son cœur.
Mais l’amour exprimé par le président pour la jeunesse du 
Libéria et la réalité sur le terrain sont totalement en 
contradiction, car des milliers de jeunes, voire des dizaines 
de milliers, perdent leur vie à cause des stupéfiants à 
travers le pays.

Le problème de la toxicomanie est devenu tellement 
endémique dans notre société qu’on vend des substances 
dans les cours d’école ! Imaginez-vous, les lieux 
d’apprentissage qui devraient être des lieux de 
transformation, deviennent peu à peu un vivier de jeunes 
toxicomanes.

Il ne suffit pas de tenir des discours politiques. Que cela 
signale nos consciences en tant que Libériens, en 
particulier en tant que dirigeants nationaux. Par pure 
négligence, nous sommes en train d’élever une génération 
de jeunes qui n’aura pas la capacité d’assumer des 
responsabilités futures, compte tenu de leurs habitudes 
sociales actuelles.

Toutes les communautés sont infestées de ghettos où l’on 
vent des drogues dangereuses, et même certains de nos 
agents de sécurité s’y rendent pour en consommer sans 
aucune considération pour leur devoir de protéger les vies 
et les biens.

Le président Weah démontrerait vraiment son amour pour 
les jeunes s’il habilitait l’Agence libérienne de lutte contre 
la drogue, la police et d’autres appareils de sécurité 
nationale, de sorte à éliminer les ghettos dans les 
communautés et sauver nos jeunes de l’autodestruction.

  « Mon gouvernement semble être décidé quant à donner à 
tous les jeunes la possibilité de développer leur potentiel 
afin qu’ils puissent être compétitifs, en créant un 
environnement propice dans un monde en constante 
évolution. À vous, notre jeune génération, je promets de 
vous préparer et de vous responsabiliser afin que vous 
puissiez prendre la place qui vous revient au Libéria », a 
déclaré le président.

Mais pour que le projet d’autonomisation qui est conçu 
pour bénéficier directement à 21 000 jeunes dans les 
comtés de Montserrado, Grand Bassa et Lofa pendant cinq 
ans ait un impact significatif, il faut y inclure un 
programme de réhabilitation pour transformer les 
bénéficiaires en citoyens productifs après l’exercice.

Éditorial
e gouvernement du 

LLibéria et la Banque 
mondiale ont signé un 

prêt et une subvention de 40 
millions de dollars américains 
pour la mise en œuvre du 
projet d'investissement, de 
financement et de commerce 
au Libéria (LIFT-P) qui vise à 

améliorer le soutien aux secteurs 
privé et financier du Libéria et à 
r e n f o r c e r  l ' a c c è s  d e s  
commerçants au financement.

Des ministères et organismes 
g o u v e r n e m e n t a u x ,  d o n t  
notamment les ministères des 
finances et du commerce, la 
Banque centrale du Libéria (CBL), 

l'Autorité fiscale du Libéria 
(LRA) et la Commission 
nationale des investissements 
(NIC), ont signé au nom du 
Libéria le lundi 4 avril 2022.

La cérémonie de signature a 
eu lieu dans la salle de 
conférence du ministère du 
Commerce et de l'Industrie au 
complexe ministériel Ellen 
Johnson - Sirleaf à Congo Town.

La cérémonie de signature a 
réuni de hauts responsables 
gouvernementaux et des 
responsables de la Banque 
mondiale, dont son directeur 
national, le Dr. Khwima Nthara, 
qui a signé pour son institution.

Le ministre libérien des 
Finances, Samue D. Tweah, le 
ministre du Commerce et de 
l'Industrie, Mawine Diggs, et le 
vice-gouverneur de la Banque 
centrale pour la politique 
économique, le Dr. Musa 
Dukuly, ont signé pour le 
gouvernement du Libéria.

Après plusieurs mois de 
pourparlers et de réunions de 
haut niveau entre le personnel 
de la Banque mondiale et le 
gouvernement du Libéria, le 
conseil d'administration de 

L
es avocats de la 
défense s'en sont pris 
au parquet, l’accusant 

d'avoir dérouté le procès du 
leader de l’opposition, M. 
Alexander B. Cummings, en 
introduisant des requêtes 
imméritées et déraisonnables 
qui n’ont rien à voir avec les 
charges retenues contre leur 
client, à savoir « faux et 
association de malfaiteurs ».

L'accusé Cummings est le 
leader politique du Congrès 
national alternatif (ANC), un 
parti de l’opposition. Il est 
jugé avec deux autres  
responsables de son parti, dont 
le président Daniel F. Naatehn 
et le secrétaire général 
Aloysius Toe.

Les avocats de la défense 
ont spécifiquement fait 
référence à la requête qu’a 
déposée le procureur de la 
république, Me Syrenius 
C e p h u s ,  a u  t r i b u n a l ,  
demandant à M. Cummings de 
soumettre son passeport avec 
son visa pour prouver qu'il s'est 
rendu aux États-Unis.

Cependant, les avocats de 
la défense soutiennent que les 
messages Whatsapp sont 
cryptés de bout en bout, alors 
qu'aucune loi n'oblige un 
accusé demandant un congé 
volontaire d'un procès à 
produire un passeport avec son 

visa à l’intérieur pour établir qu’il 
a vraiment voyagé.

I l s  s o u t i e n n e n t  q u e ,  
conformément à la loi, ils ont 
fourni aux procureurs de la 
République les numéros de vol et 
de billet de Cummings, l’itinéraire 
de départ, la durée du séjour et le 
retour au Libéria, il est donc 
impensable de demander en plus 
des messages Whatsapp.

Les avocats représentant M. 
Cummings soutiennent en outre 
que le fait que leur client soit 
revenu et ait comparu devant le 
t r ibuna l ,  l a  demande  de  
l’accusation est inutile et 
considérée comme une vengeance 
personnelle contre M. Cummings.

Les procureurs de la 
République ont déposé le lundi 
4 avril une note d'information, 
demandant aux avocats de la 
défense de l'ANC de fournir en 
plus des informations sur le 
voyage de Cummings, son 
passeport avec son visa 
américain pour prouver qu'il 
s'est rendu au Etats-Unis avant 
ou le 25 mars 2022. Mais la 
d é f e n s e  e s t i m e  q u e  
l’accusation a d’autres motifs 
inavoués et politiquement 
motivés.

Elle a par conséquent 
demandé au tribunal municipal 

ANC Political Leader Mr. Cummings
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l'Association internationale de 
développement a approuvé, le 
9 février 2022, un prêt et une 
subvention supplémentaire 
pour le Liberia pour la mise en 
œuvre du projet.

Le projet vise à améliorer le 
climat d'investissement, à 
développer l'accès durable du 
commerce au financement, et 
à accroître l'efficacité du 
commerce au Libéria.

Il intègre également des 
caractéristiques qui cherchent 
à combler l'écart identifié 
entre les hommes et les 
femmes en ce qui concerne la 
participation aux activités 
économiques dans le pays, en 
pa r t i cu l i e r  au tou r  de s  
différentes contraintes et 
performances entre les fonds 
appartenant aux femmes et 
c e u x  a p p a r t e n a n t  a u x  
hommes.

Grâce à la signature du 
Projet d'investissement, de 
financement et de commerce 
du Libéria, le gouvernement 
du Libéria créera un guichet 
unique pour l'enregistrement 
et  l 'octroi  de l icences 
d'entreprise et automatisera le 
processus afin qu'il devienne 
facile de démarrer une 
entreprise au Libéria.

Le gouvernement du Libéria 
simplifiera et automatisera à 
n o u v e a u  l e  p r o c e s s u s  
d'exportation et d'importation 
de marchandises en créant un 
guichet unique national pour le 
commerce et en établissant un 
nouveau système national de 
commutation de paiement 
électronique qui connectera et 
améliorera l'efficacité de 
divers éléments du système 
financier, y compris les 
banques commerciales, les 
banques de microfinance et les 
agents d'argent mobile.

S'exprimant lors de la 
cérémonie de signature, le 
ministre des Finances, Samuel 
D .  Tw e a h ,  a  e x p r i m é  
l’enthousiasme et la gratitude 
du Libéria à la Banque 
mondiale, à travers le 
directeur national, le Dr. 
Khwima Nthara, pour la 
signature, ajoutant que c'est 
un grand soulagement pour le 
pays.Selon le ministre Tweah, 
l'impact du projet se fera 
sentir au niveau de son suivi et 
de son évaluation, affirmant 
qu'ils sont essentiels car c'est 

là qu'ils vont dépenser beaucoup 
d'énergie dans la mise en œuvre.

Monsieur Tweah a affirmé que 
le projet a des livrables, des 
objectifs et qu'ils doivent rester 
cohérents dans la réalisation de 
ces objectifs.

« L'unité de suivi et de gestion 
des projets a beaucoup de travail 
à faire parce que c'est quelque 
chose d'intangible et l'une des 
difficultés, les gens ne ressentent 
pas l'impact immédiatement. Par 
conséquent, nous devons faire des 
efforts délibérés pour les forcer à 
ressentir l'impact et cela signifie 
que le projet doit fonctionner », 
a-t-il déclaré.

Prenant également la parole, 
le directeur pays de la Banque 
mondiale, le Dr. Khwima Nthara a 
décrit le projet comme un 
changeur de jeu pour le Libéria 
car le pays est ouvert aux affaires 
et ce sera la destination de choix 
des investisseurs.

Dr. Nthara a affirmé que par la 
création d'investissements du 
secteur privé plus facile, le projet 
contribuera à la création de plus 
d'emplois de qualité.

« J'aime le dire lors des 
cérémonies pareilles, l’exécutif a 
fait sa part dans la mobilisation de 
la simple quantité durable de 
ressources qui transformera la vie 
des Libériens et il appartient 
maintenant au pouvoir législatif 
d e  r a t i f i e r  l ' a c c o r d  d e  
financement dès que possible afin 
que la mise en œuvre puisse 
commencer », a-t-il déclaré.

La ministre du Commerce, 
Madame Mawine Diggs, a remercié 
la Banque mondiale pour le 
p r o j e t ,  n o t a n t  q u e  l e  
gouvernement attend avec 
impa t i ence  de  r en fo r ce r  
davantage le partenariat avec la 
Banque mondiale alors qu'ils font 
un pas en avant vers les 
prochaines étapes du projet.

" A u j o u r d ' h u i  e s t  u n e  
manifestation que nous sommes 
allés au-delà de cet engagement à 
prendre des mesures essentielles 
pour améliorer la vie de notre 
peuple suite à la perturbation 
massive du commerce et de 
l'économie à la suite du COVID-
19", a-t-elle déclaré.

"Le LIFT-P et d'autres projets 
mis en œuvre par ce ministère 
v i e n d r o n t  c o m p l é t e r  l e  
p r o g r a m m e  d e  r e l a n c e  
économique du gouvernement et 
la politique visant à promouvoir 
les PME", a la ministre Diggs.

Commentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022. www.project-syndicate.org 

OGOTÁ – Dans une formule lapidaire de 

Bson ouvrage Le Paradis perdu, le poète 
anglais John Milton énonce une vérité 

fondamentale sur les efforts visant à mettre fin 
à un conflit violent en vue d'établir une paix 
durable :

« Qui vainc par la force, 
Ne vainc son ennemi qu'à moitié. »

Cette idée a joué un rôle central pour trouver 
un moyen de mettre fin à la longue et coûteuse 
guerre civile en Colombie. En outre, elle est 
parfaitement transposable dans le champ des 
défis mondiaux communs que nous traversons 
actuellement.

Pour établir la paix, les dirigeants doivent 
encourager l'espoir et ancrer les politiques dans 
l'empathie, dans la solidarité et dans une vision 
à long terme du bien commun. C'est 
précisément l'approche que nous devons 
adopter à présent pour surmonter la pandémie 
de COVID-19 et pour construire un monde plus 
résilient, capable de mieux résister aux chocs 
et aux crises à venir.

L'expérience collective de l'humanité durant la 
COVID-19 nous rappelle à quel point nos vies 
peuvent être précieuses, fragiles et 
étroitement liées les unes aux autres. 
L'existence de chaque personne sur cette 
planète est inextricablement liée à celle de nos 
frères, de nos sœurs et de nos voisins, ainsi qu'à 
celle de nos ancêtres et des générations 
futures. À l'heure où nous commençons à 
planifier une relance post-pandémie, notre 
capacité à reconnaître notre destin commun 
nous intime de nous inspirer de l'héritage des 
réussites des dirigeants qui nous ont précédé. 

À cet égard, il n'y a pas de meilleur modèle que 
Nelson Mandela, un homme au courage et à la 
détermination sans faille, qui a défié un 
système particulièrement néfaste de 
l'oppression raciale et qui est devenu le plus 
grand conciliateur de sa génération. Mandela a 
e n d u r é  p r è s  d e  t r o i s  d é c e n n i e s  
d'emprisonnement, a conduit son peuple vers la 
liberté et a construit en Afrique du Sud une 
démocratie résiliente et multiraciale qui a 
perduré jusqu'à ce jour.

L'humilité inébranlable de Mandela et sa foi 
inflexible en la démocratie ont contribué à 
jeter les bases de l'Afrique du Sud moderne. Ces 
qualités ont également trouvé un écho à 
l'échelle mondiale, en ce que Mandela a 
toujours placé la lutte pour la libération du 
Congrès national africain dans le contexte de la 
lutte internationale plus large contre le 
colonialisme, le racisme et la discrimination.

Cette affirmation de notre humanité commune 
est au cœur de la décision de Mandela de fonder 
« The Elders », le groupe de dirigeants 
mondiaux indépendants auquel j'appartiens. 
Dans son discours lors du lancement de 
l'organisation à Johannesburg en juillet 2007, 
Mandela a chargé le groupe d'un mandat 
spécifique : « Défendre le courage face à la 
peur, encourager la concorde face au conflit et 
inspirer l'espoir face au désespoir. »

Aujourd'hui plus que jamais, nous devons 
renouveler cette approche face à la pandémie, 
ainsi que face à des menaces existentielles encore 
plus graves comme le changement climatique et 
les armes nucléaires. Il est urgent que les 
dirigeants mondiaux reconnaissent explicitement 
l'importance de la solidarité, ainsi que leur devoir 
d'agir de manière décisive pour défendre et 
rajeunir le multilatéralisme.

Cette ambition et ce sens de l'espoir sont 
essentiels. Un exemple frappant de son absence 
est la réaction collective décevante à l'appel lancé 
en mars 2020 par le Secrétaire général des Nations 
Unies António Guterres en faveur d'un « cessez-le-
feu mondial » en réponse à la COVID-19. Il est vrai 
que l'appel de Guterres fut convaincant et l'ONU a 
estimé que les parties belligérantes de 11 pays en 
ont tenu compte au début du mois d'avril de l'année 
passée. Mais le Conseil de sécurité de l'ONU a mis 
plus de trois mois à adopter une résolution 
approuvant l'appel de Guterres. Et trop de conflits 
se sont poursuivis sans relâche tout au long de 
l'année 2020 et font encore rage aujourd'hui.

Le nombre de morts, en particulier parmi les civils 
non armés, a été dévastateur. À la mi-2020, les 
conflits violents ont contribué à une augmentation 
du nombre de personnes déplacées de force, qui 
s'élève à près de 80 millions. Et à la fin de l'année, 
près de 100 millions de personnes ont subi une 
grave insécurité alimentaire à la suite d'un conflit, 
contre 77 millions en 2019.

C'est une mise en cause sérieuse de notre échec 
collectif, en particulier de celui des cinq membres 
permanents du Conseil de sécurité. Mais nous 
devons comprendre la quasi-paralysie du Conseil 
dans le contexte plus large des nombreux échecs 
mondiaux de leadership que la COVID-19 a révélés. 
Il s'agit notamment d'une coordination et d'un 
partage insuffisants d'informations en vue de 
contenir la pandémie, d'une collaboration 
inadaptée du G20 pour protéger l'économie 
mondiale, d'une pénurie d'aide financière pour 
soutenir la moitié Sud de la planète et de la 
catastrophe morale de « l'apartheid vaccinal ».

Face à cette litanie de défis et de déceptions, il est 
facile de se laisser gagner par le pessimisme. Mais 
se résigner à l'échec n'est pas seulement un aveu de 
complaisance des privilégiés du monde qui n'ont 
pas à supporter la douleur et les pertes de la 
guerre, mais également une trahison envers ses 
victimes. L'espoir persiste – tout comme notre 
détermination doit également persister.

Quant à moi, j'espère et je suis déterminé à ce que 
nous nous relevions de la pandémie de manière à 
affirmer les paroles de mon compatriote, le grand 
écrivain et prix Nobel Gabriel García Márquez : « Ni 
les inondations, ni les fléaux, ni les famines, ni les 
cataclysmes, ni même les guerres éternelles de 
siècle en siècle n’ont pu surpasser l’avantage 
tenace de la vie sur la mort. » Dans le même esprit, 
nous devons alors persister dans cette tâche 
porteuse de vie qui consiste à faire la paix.

Juan Manuel Santos, prix Nobel de la paix, 
ancien président de la Colombie (2010-18), 
professeur invité au Département du 
développement international de l'Université 
d'Oxford et membre du groupe « The Elders » 
(Les Anciens).

Faire la paix après la pandémie
Par Juan Manuel Santos
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Le Libéria et la Banque mondiale signent 

de Monrovia présidé par le 
magistrat Jomah Jallah de 
re je te r  l a  r equê te  de  
l’accusation et de poursuivre 
le procès.

Entre-temps, le tribunal a 
réservé sa décision sur la 
question.

Le chef politique de l'ANC, 
M. Alexander B. Cummings et 
son vice-président national 
Daniel Naatehn et le secrétaire 
général Aloysius Toe font face à 
un procès pour altération 

présumée du document-cadre de 
la Collaboration des partis 
politiques (CPP).

Ils ont rejeté et nié avec 
véhémence les accusations, les 
décrivant comme fausses et 
politiquement motivées.

Le premier témoin à charge, 
Theodore Momo, président du All 
Liberian Party de M. Benoni Urey, 
est toujours interrogé par la 
défense qui a décrit son 
témoignage comme un mensonge.

« L’accusation veut dérouter le procès 
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special welcoming program for 
Mr. Cummings and entourage 
and outlined the institution's 
basic needs as it help young 
people acquired basic skills to 
make  them p roduct i ve  
citizens. 

PVCT Authorities, later 
presented Mr. Cummings a 
symbolic key of the institution, 
and a T-shirt with the 

crop’s requirements and 
cultivation. 

M r.  S o l o n  t h e r e f o r e  
recommends that there should 
be an extension officer from 
the Ministry of Agriculture who 
will be able to teach farmers to 
enable more Liberians to 
produce carrots. 

He called on the Ministry of 
Agriculture not to hesitate 
knocking his door, adding, “I 
am willing to teach farmers 
how to produce carrots at any 

Agency. 
Mr. Ballayan said the 

donation is also in response to 
several requests the agency has 
made to WFP since the latest 
Executive Order repositioning 
the NFAA was issued by 
President Weah a year ago.

 Among others, he said the 
NFAA requested for training 
needs for its workforce in the 
areas of food security, data 
a n a l y s e s ,  w a r e h o u s e  
management, food safety and 
quality. 

He assured the agency of 
W F P ’s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
conducting the training in the 
mentioned areas as soon as 
funding is secured.

Mr. Ballayan expressed 
particular delight in the 
donation of the computers that 
he said is timely in the wake of a 
recent agreement entered into 
by the two institutions to 
implement food distribution to 
55,250 school children and their 
vulnerable parents in targeted 
public elementary schools 
across Montserrado, Nimba and 
Maryland counties.  

He said with the timely 
provision of the laptops, 
accurate reports from the 
distribution exercise in the 
three counties will be enhanced 
and done seamlessly. 

inscription, 'PVTC for Cummings’
The ANC Political Leader's 

community engagements also 
took him to the Police Academy 
area, Bassa Town and ended at the 
Kukatonun intellectual Center, in 
Paynesville, where he interacted 
with hundreds of Liberians, who 
p l e d g e d  s u p p o r t  t o  h i s  
Presidential bid.

time.”
According to research, Nigeria 

is the largest producer of carrots 
in South Saharan Africa. 

T h e  c o u n t r y  p r o d u c e s  
approximately 225,000 tons of 
carrots annually which is just 
37.5% of its potential capacity. 

The revenue generated from 
this only can be as high as 720 
million naira. It suggests another 
robust source of revenue for the 
Nigerian economy.

In response, NFAA director 
general C. Neileh Daitouah, 
thanked the WFP for the kind 
gesture on behalf of Agriculture 
Minister. Jeanine M. Cooper, who 
chairs the Board of Directors of 
NFAA.

H e  l a u d e d  e f f o r t s  o f  
internat iona l  deve lopment  
partners who, like WFP, have 
contributed in no small measure to 
the rebranding efforts of the 
agency since the issuance of 
Executive Order 101 by President 
Weah, reawakening the agency 
after many years of dormancy. 

Mr. Daitouah made specific 
mention of office equipment, 
furniture and stationeries WFP 
provided to the agency few months 
after President Weah issued the 
Executive Order. 

The NFAA boss also disclosed 
that the cost of NFAA’s five-year 
strategic plan which is being 
developed by LIPA is borne by the 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) in the tune of 6,500.00 
United States Dollars.

The National Food Assistance 
Agency is a non-ministerial agency 
o f  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  w a s  
established by Executive Orders in 
the 1970s.  

Currently, NFAA operates on an 
annual budget of US$124,745 
representing only compensation 
for its 29 employees. 

Starts from back page Cummings Lauded
were sent to court, the 
aggrieved residents of 
Johnson Street Community 
again assembled at the 
Temple of Justice, saying 
they were disheartened that 
the bike rider, defendant 
Blamoh who alarmed and 
called the people who killed 
Marshall, was charged with 
aggravated assault instead of 
manslaughter. 

"We are disappointed over 
the court and the police’s 
action for allowing Thomas 
Blamoh [to] go free and send 
the others to jail. He is the 
bike rider that called people 
on Marshall,” the protesters 
said. 

“Because he is Marvin 
Sackor’s sister’s son, so they 
charged him with aggravated 
assault. The judge says his 
crime is bailable and so he is 
due to walk away free," Ms. 
Johnson lamented. 

She noted that they will 
make sure that justice is done 
in the case and the bike rider 
who is released on bond will 
face justice. She demanded 
that the police have to amend 
the charge. 

According to the police 
charge sheet, on 12 March 
this year, victims Kolubah 
Marshall and Mohammed 
Sheriff were engaged in the 
sales of broken pieces of tiles 

and used bidets/commodes 
at Johnson Street. 

Police said the victims 
left their business area for 
J . J . Y  C o m m u n i t y  
[Gardnerville], where they 
had gone in search of tiles to 
purchase for marketing 
purposes.  

The charge sheet details 
that while= returning to 
Johnson Street, victims 
Kolubah and  Sheriff made a 
stop at Vai Town, Bushrod 
Island to also search for 
some pieces of tiles. 

While victims Marshall 
and Sheriff were awaiting 
the vehicle from the 
direction of Freeport to 
cross the main street so that 
they can cross and gain 
access to the lane from 
Monrovia to Freeport, 
defendant  Blamoh who was 
riding a motorbike from 
Gabriel Tucker Bridge 
direction towards the Clara 
Town direction, hit the 
victims. 

Police said the victims 
were hit precisely around 
the H & A business center, 
leaving Marshall to fall to 
the ground.Upon waking up, 
police said an argument 
ensued between the victims 
and defendant Blamoh 
which led victim Marshall to 
have seized the keys of the 

motor bike being operated by 
the defendant. 

While the keys were in the 
possession of the victim,  
defendant Blamoh accused 
Marshall and Sheriff as 
motorbike thieves and that 
they wanted to steal his 
motorbike.  

During police investigation 
with  defendant Passaway, he 
averred that he was busy 
transferring his things from 
Doe Community to his new 
home at Jamaica Road, when 
he heard that a motorbike 
roque was killed at Vai Town. 

 According to him, when he 
got to Vai Town, he saw a group 
of people surrounding the 
person that was killed and 
stood up behind the crowd, 
observing the person lying 
down on the road with his 
ordinary ring beside him. 

Defendant Passaway noted 
that on Wednesday, while he 
was riding his bike, he saw 
Hassan Sheriff who came and 
identified him as one of the 
persons who was present when 
the incident occurred.

However, police said their 
investigation uncovered that 
he participated along with 
defendant Mohammed Koroma 
and others to be identified in 
the mob action against the 
victims.

Starts from page 6

Starts from page 6

3 men charged

Student produces Carrots 

rate to kidney problems we 
hope that’s something we can 
do for our people.”

The Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
Dialysis Center is the first of 

its kind in Liberia. 
In early March this year, 

President George Manneh 
Weah dedicated the center 
which is located on the 

compound of the JFK Medical 
Center and named it in honor 
of former President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf who initiated 
the project.

Starts from page 7 First Lady Visits EJS Dialysis Center, 

h e  Wo r l d  F o o d  

TProgram (WFP) in 
Liberia donates 10 

laptops to the National Food 
Assistance Agency (NFAA) here 
to strengthen the entity’s 
capacity.

The Dell Lenovo i5 Dual 
C o r e  l a p t o p s ,  w i t h  a  
processing speed of 1.19 GHz 
and valued at 9,390 United 
S t a t e s  D o l l a r s ,  w e r e  
presented to the Director 
General of the NFAA, C. Neileh 
Daitouah at a ceremony held 
in the conference hall of the 
Ministry of Public Works in 
Monrovia.

Making the presentation on 
behalf of WFP Country 
Director Dr. Aliou Diongue, the 
Head of Program in Liberia, 
Amos Ballayan said the 
gesture is the direct result of 
President George Manneh 
Weah’s request to the Food 
and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) and WFP to support the 
NFAA in the areas of technical, 
logistical, and capacity 
strengthening so that it will 
lead Liberia’s food assistance 
sector, as the nation joins in 
the fight against the scourge 

of food insecurity in the 
subregion.

Mr. Ballayan said WFP is 
aware that most – if not all - 
of its food assistance 
activities in Liberia would be 
sustained locally if the 
techn ica l  capac i ty  o f  
national institutions such as 
the NFAA’s is supported and 
strengthened.

 “So, whatever we do 
here, we want to make sure 
that there is a partner or 
counterpart  f rom the  
government side that will 
eventually take over these 

interventions,” he added.
The WFP’s Head of Program 

said it is predicated upon the 
President’s request and in the 
s p i r i t  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
collaboration that the UN food 
agency decided to donate the 
10 laptops as its contribution 
t o w a r d s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  
strengthening efforts of 
national institutions to ensure 
that as the current Country 
Strategic Plan comes to an end 
in 2023, WFP would have 
strong national counterparts 
to work with, including the 
National Food Assistance 

WFP donates 10 
laptops to NFAA
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T
h e  l o o m i n g  
global food crisis 
appears to have 

already hit Liberia in the 
wake of growing scarcity 
of the nation’s staple rice, 
on the local market 
despite the government 
here dismissing reports of 
shortage.

For more than a week, 
retai lers have been 
scrambling at distribution 
centers in Monrovia for 
supplies that are not 
available or are being 
hoarded for eventual hike 
in price.

Rice is dubbed as a 
political commodity in 
Liberia and its shortage 
led to the infamous “1979 
Rice Riot” that turned 
bloody in the streets of 
M o n r o v i a  a n d  
subsequently led to the 

overthrow of President Dr. 
William R. Tolbert, Jr. on 
April 12, 1980 by the 
military.

A 25-kilogram bag of 
rice is sold in Monrovia for 
between US$13 and $14 
dollars, but importers are 
rationing sale with local 
retailers, particularly 
marketers complaining of 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
characterized by running 
battles between police 
p r o t e s t e r s  i n  t h e  
commercial district of 
Bushrod Island. 

On Tuesday, April 5, 
2022 several market 
women involved in the 
re ta i l  s a le  o f  r i ce  
e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  
frustrations about the 
scarcity, issuing threats. 

 One marketer, Hawa 
Pawoo reveals that a 25-kg 

bag of rice is being sold for US$20 
or an equivalent of 3,000 Liberian 
Dollars.Madam Pawoo calls on 
the government to intervene and 
stop the hike in the rice price so 
that she continues her trade, 
reminding President George 
Weah had promised Liberians 
that under his administration, 
they will not be spectators in 
their own economy. 

She wonders how does 
President Weah expect marketers 
and Liberians generally to survive 
amid the creeping economic 
crisis without upholding his 
promise.

Another marketer, Sadia 
Guha,  a widow, laments that in 
the face of rice price rising to 
3,000 LD, it has become 
worrisome in feeding her four 
children. 

Mary William, another retailer 
says government should do 
everything to reduce the retail 
price of the commodity because 

it is the nation’s staple.
Madam William notes that 

President Weah prides himself as 
a God-sent leader that came to 
power to rescue impoverished 
and less fortunate Liberians, but 
things are getting worse in the 
country, ranging from economic, 
security to general social issues.

In a press statement issued 
late Tuesday, April 5, 2022, the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry acknowledged that it has 
observed that RETAIL BUSINESSES 
are consistently increasing the 
retail price of a bag of rice on the 
market despite official wholesale 
price remaining at US$13.00 per 
bag.

“The Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry wants to make it 
crystal clear that the approved 
Government of Liberia’s retail 
price for a bag of rice is 
USD$13.50 and not to exceed USD 
$14.00.” 

The Ministry notes that 
unfortunately, it is receiving 
reports that instead of the 
Government’s approved retail 
price of USD$13.50, some 
businesses are selling a bag of 
rice up to USD$22.00, saying 
“Th i s  i s  i l l e ga l ,  t o ta l l y  
unacceptable and MUST STOP 
NOW!” 

The authorities add that while 
in the midst of addressing 
concerns of global increases 
affecting the wholesale price of 
rice, they continue to receive 
reports that importers are 
refusing to sell to retailers and 
the general public something, 
the Ministry reiterates, is 
unacceptable and bears major 
consequences. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
C o m m e r c e  a n d  I n d u s t r y  
discourages panic-buying,  
hoarding and selling above 
Government’s approved price, 
and warns that those found 

engaging in such activities will be 
closed down immediately and 
penalized.

It releases hotline numbers 
(0776512224 or 0886552058) for 
the public to report any violation.

Last week Thursday, March 31, 
the Government of Liberia 
announced that  there i s  
absolutely no shortage of rice on 
the Liberian market, and 
therefore cautioned against any 
form of panic buying.

The statement said the panic-
buying followed a confusion that 
erupted on Tuesday, March 29, 
2022 between rice distributors 
and some marketers following 
the  repor ted  re fu sa l  o f  
distributors to sell  their 
products. But the government 
emphasized that it has got 
enough stock already in the 
country, while addit ional  
consignments are expected. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Famous Liberian 
m u s i c a l  s t a r  
Madam  M i a t t a  

Fahnbulleh has dismissed a 
perception held by some 
Liberians that 77 – year – 
old former Liberian Vice 
President Amb. Joseph 

Nyumah Boakai is too old to 
lead the country, arguing 
that Mr. Boakai “walks 
better” than the President 
of the United States, Mr. 
Joe Biden, aged 79.

“The Pres ident  of  
America right now is the 
man called Joe Biden. 
Joseph Boakai walks better 
than Joe Biden. I’m a 
supporter of Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris. But let’s be 
honest, he’s 78 years old, 
why y’all making noise on 
Joseph Boakai for?” said 
Madam Fahnbulleh on OK 
FM Monday, 4 April 2022. 

The 74 – year – old 
famous Liberian musician 
said she trusts Mr. Boakai 
and she’s prepared to place 
her bet on him because “he 
knows the mistakes that we 
have made … and he will 
listen.”

Mr. Boakai served as 
Liberia’s vice president 
during former President 
Ellen Johnson – Sirleaf’s 
Unity Party (UP) – led 
administration that lasted 
for 12 consecutive years.

Mr. Boakai sought to 
succeed Mrs. Sirleaf when 
he ran for the presidency 
on the Unity Party ticket in 
2017, but President George 
Manneh Weah and his 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) which was 
then the main opposition 
party, won the election at 
the run-off against the UP.

Mr. Boakai and the UP 
recently broke away from 
the Collaborating Political 
Parties (CPP) and he now 
heads a new opposition 
alliance to contest next 
year’s presidential and 
legislative elections. 

His supporter, Madam 
Fahnbulleh said she feels 
more confident with Mr. 

Boakai at this stage as a Liberian. 
“I feel confident that I would 

be able to walk into Joseph 
B o a k a i ’s  o f f i c e  w i t h  a n  
appointment and say, my brother, 
this is not working. You can’t be 
doing this, we said this. I feel that 
confidence. I didn’t even feel that 
confidence in Mrs. Sirleaf,” said 
Madam Fahnbulleh.

She added that she will 
campaign for Mr. Boakai’s 
presidential bid in the 2023 
elections.

Asked about her assessment of 
President Weah’s government, 
Madam Fahnbulleh vehemently 
stated that she never thought or 
ever  be l ieved  that  “th i s  
government could do anything 
positive for me and my children.”

“I never believed it. If I did I 
would have voted for CDC. If I did I 
would have voted for CDC. But in 
my head, they’re not able. What’s 
wrong with saying you [ain’t] 
able? Every single day there are 
errors,” she maintained.

She argued that building roads, 
supplying water and light are not 
anything that she’s supposed to 
congratulate anyone for because 
it is the responsibility of the 
government to supply them.

S h e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  
government’s errors are not 
i n t e n t i o n a l  b e c a u s e  t h e  
government does not know.

Regarding former President 
Ellen Johnson – Sirleaf’s recent 
reported criticism against the CDC 
– led government surrounding the 
handling of the international 
airport, Madam Fahnbulleh 
reminded the former President 
that she was taking a jibe at a 
government she started, carved, 
and planned to come into office.

“A former President at a state 
funeral where you have visitors 
and the vis it ing Nigerian 
President, and you take a jibe at a 
government that you, you Ellen 
Sirleaf start, carved, planned to 
come into office. I don’t have to 
say anything more,” she said 

There have been mixed 
reactions hereafter Mrs. Sirleaf 
was reported to have said that a 
lot of people [from abroad] would 
have attended Liberia’s former 
Interim President Dr. Amos C. 
Sawyer’s funeral, but the 
country’s international airport 
was dark.
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Rice crisis looms, but…
By Naneka Hoffman

‘Boakai walks better 
than Biden’

-Miatta Fahnbulleh tells Liberians 
ahead of 2023 elections

Former Vice Pres. Joseph Boakai 
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 Liberian based 

Aenterprising women 
g r o u p ,  U n i t e d  

Women Beyond Borders has 
lauded the Political Leader of 
the Alternative National 
Congress (ANC) Mr. Alexander 
B .  C u m m i n g s  f o r  h i s  
cont inuous  support  in   
empowering women to 
become self-reliance and 
self-sufficient. 

The United Women Beyond 
Borders, with a membership 
of over one thousand, are 

currently constructing a 42-
stores building in the 
Paynesville Redlight market 
District, which they said Mr. 
C u m m i n g s  h a s  m a d e  
substantial contributions.

The women are mainly 
engaged in cross borders 
trade in West Africa, 
importing essential agro-
produces including dried 
peppers, groundnuts, and 
beans for supply on the 
Liberian market.

The President of the 

United Women Beyond Borders, 
Madam Sangai Dunbar expressed 
gratitude to the ANC Leader for 
his generous assistance which she 
said has enabled the organization 
to embark on the construction of 
the 42 stores building nearing 
completion.

S h e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  
o rgan i za t i on ' s  g ra t i tude ,  
Tuesday, April 5, during a stopped 
over in Paynesville, while the ANC 
Political Leader was on a visit in 
District five, Montserrado County 
as part of his community 
engagements.

Mr. Cummings said he was 
proud of the great undertaken by 
the women and promised more 
financial support for the 
completion of the 42- stores 
building at the Redlight Market 
District.

He reaffirmed his unflinching 
support and protection of women 
r i g h t s  t o  e c o n o m i c  
empowerment and against 
gender based violence including 
rape.

Earlier, the Paynesville 
Vocational Training Center 
(PVTC) in Paynesville held a 
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Cummings Lauded For Women Empowerment

Mr. Cummings receiving Kola nut from United Women 
Beyond Borders President Sangai Dunbar 
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