
French Version Inside NewDawn
The

TRULY INDEPENDENT

https://thenewdawnliberia.com

NewDawn
The

TRULY INDEPENDENT

get the best of balance and accurate news, delivered daily  

www

Subscribe to our website 

Advertize Here!
CENTRAL BANK OF LIBERIA 

MARKET BUYING AND SELLING RATES
LIBERIAN DOLLARS PER US DOLLAR  

 BUYING DATE

THURSDAY, APRIL  07, 2022 L$151.6729/US$1.00 L$153.3673/US$1.00

SELLING  

These are indicative rates based on results of daily surveys of foreign exchange market in 
Monrovia and selected cities of Liberia. These rates are collected from the Central bank, 
commercial banks, parallel market and the license forex bureaux. The rates are not set by the 
Central Bank of Liberia.
Source: Research, Policy and Planning Department, CBL.

VOL. 12 NO. 054                                       THURSDAY,  APRIL  07, 2022                                                        

Down LoadDown LoadDown LoadDown Load
NewDawn

QPR CODE: 797005

aP11g
e

Nimba political
clique awaits
Gongloe 

Cllr. Gongloe

Android AppAndroid App PRICE LD$40.00

aP11g
e

Court dismisses chargesCourt dismisses chargesCourt dismisses charges
against Qnet Limitedagainst Qnet Limitedagainst Qnet Limited

Judge Wiles



NEW DAWN 22022                               APRIL   07           THURSDAY      

Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

urkina Faso's former 

BPresident Blaise 
C o m p a o r é  h a s  

received a life sentence in 
absentia for his role in the 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  
charismatic predecessor, 
Thomas Sankara.

Sankara, 37, was gunned 
down along with 12 others 
during the 1987 coup d'état 
that brought Compaoré to 
power.

The pair had been close 
friends and had jointly seized 
power in 1983.

Sankara remains a hero for 
many across Africa because of 
his anti-imperialist stance 
and austere lifestyle.

After seizing power at the 
age of just 33, the Marxist 
revolutionary known by some 
as "Africa's Che Guevara", 
c a m p a i g n e d  a g a i n s t  
corruption and oversaw huge 
increases in education and 
h e a l t h  s p e n d i n g . T h e  
prosecution said Sankara was 
lured to his death at a 
meeting of the ruling 
National  Revolut ionary 
Council.

He was shot in the chest at 
least seven times, according 
to ballistics experts who 

testified during the trial.
B B C  W e s t  A f r i c a  

correspondent Lalla Sy says the 
verdict was greeted by applause 
in the courtroom following the 
six-month trial that came after 
years of campaigning for justice 
by his family and supporters.

Sankara's widow, Mariam 
Sankara, who attended the trial 
throughout, said the verdict 
represented "justice and truth" 
after a 35-year wait.

"Our goal was for the political 
violence we have in Burkina Faso 
to come to end. This verdict will 

i n c l u d i n g  C o m p a o r é ' s  
security chief Haycinthe 
Kafando, who was accused of 
leading the hit squad that 
killed Sankara.

He has been on the run for 
several years and was also 
tried in absentia. He too 
received a life sentence.

They had both denied the 
charges.

Gilbert Diendéré, one of 
the commanders of the army 
during the 1987 coup and the 
main defendant who was 
actually present at the trial, 
was also sentenced to life. 
He is already serving a 20-
year sentence for a coup 
attempt in 2015.

Eight other defendants 
received sentences ranging 
from three to 20 years, while 
three defendants were 
acquitted.

give many people cause for 
thought."

However, there is little 
prospect that Compaoré will 
serve his sentence any time 
soon.

He has lived in exile in 
Ivory Coast since he was 
r e m o v e d  f r o m  o f f i c e  
following mass protests in 
2014, and has taken up Ivorian 
nationality.

He previously denounced 
the trial by a military court as 
a political sham.Ten others 
were also found guilty, 

edical aid group 

MDoctors Without 
Borders, known by 

its French abbreviation MSF, 
has suspended its work in 
C a m e r o o n ' s  t r o u b l e d  
Southwest region. The group 
is protesting a lack of 
progress toward the release 
of four MSF staff members 
arrested three months ago. 
Authorities accused the 
staffers of cooperating with 
r e g i o n a l  s e p a r a t i s t s ,  
something MSF denies.

Gisa Kohler is MSF's 

highest-ranking officer in the 
region. He said there has yet to 
be significant progress in MSF 
efforts to have its staff members 
released.

"We have been trying to 
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  
government to understand what 
we have been doing wrong 
according to them, following the 
statement or the press release 
by the minister of defense 
accusing MSF of supporting 
terrorists. We were looking for a 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
government authorities to 

understand what they think 
we have been doing not 
correctly to solve the issue 
and try to get our people as 
fast as possible out of prison," 
he said.

Kohler, speaking to VOA by 
a messaging app, said MSF has 
been giving psychological and 
financial support to the 
worried families of the 
arrested workers.

On December 27, 2021 MSF 
reported that two of its 
workers were arrested by 
Cameroon  gove rnmen t  
troops. MSF said the military 
stopped an ambulance in 
which its workers were 
transporting a patient with 
gunshot wounds in the 
Southwest region town of 
Nguti.

On January 2, two other 
MSF staff members were 
arrested in an undisclosed 
Southwestern town.

The military accused the 
workers of complicity with 
separatists, who are fighting 
to carve out an independent 
English-speaking state from 
French-speaking majority 
Cameroon. The military said 
the staffers aided and 

transported separat ist  
fighters in the medical aid 
group’s ambulances.

MSF denies the accusation 
and says its only goal is to 
save lives irrespective of 
whose life it is.

The four MSF workers 
r e m a i n  i n  p r e - t r i a l  

detention.
Fabrice Lena is Cameroon 

coordinator for the international 
rights group Prison Watch. Lena 
said Cameroon is making it very 
difficult for MSF to save lives of 
people who cannot afford 
medical care in the central 
African state. VOA

While in power, Sankara 
changed the name of his country 
from its colonial one, Upper Volta, 
to Burkina Faso, meaning the Land 
of Honest People.

He cut his own salary, and that 
of top civil servants, and sold off a 
range of luxury cars.

During his four years in power, 
he promoted pan-Africanism, 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y ,  r e a l  
independence from former 
colonial power France and gender 
equality, by banning female 
circumcision and polygamy.

However, his critics point to 
alleged human rights abuses 
against his opponents.

Activists in several African 
countries still pay tribute to him, 
saying they want to continue his 
legacy.

In 2019, a six-metre (16ft) 
statue of him was erected in the 
B u r k i n a  F a s o  c a p i t a l ,  
Ouagadougou. BBC

m n e s t y  

AInternational and 
H u m a n  R i g h t s  

Watch  (HRW)  accu se  
officials and security forces 
from neighbouring Amhara 
of committing war crimes 
a n d  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  
humanity in western Tigray - 
allegations dismissed by 
A m h a r a ' s  r e g i o n a l  
government.

A 23-year-old Tigrayan 
trader told investigators 
how he was beaten up and 
left for dead in Rawyan by a 
patrol of Amhara Special 
Forces, who said: "We will 
erase you from this land. 
This land is ours. This is the 
last time a Tigrayan will live 
in the area."

The western part of 
Tigray has been largely 
inaccessible to journalists 
and aid agencies since the 
war in Tigray erupted in 
November 2020 - and all 
lines of communication 
have been blocked.

It is an area where land 
and boundary disputes 
between neighbouring 

regions and ethnic groups have 
long caused tensions and 
resentments.

The conflict - which followed 
a fallout between Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed's government and 
Tigray's dominant political party 
- has provided an opportunity to 
settle old scores.

After  the war  began,  
Amhara's forces, along with 
their allies in the Ethiopian 
army, quickly moved in, took 
c o n t r o l  a n d  a  n e w  
administration was set up in 
western Tigray.

The  207 -page  repor t ,  
covering events between 
November 2020 and December 
2021, is based on interviews with 
423 people, mainly survivors of 
alleged abuses, and satellite 
images. BBC

A handout photo from Medecins Sans
Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders)
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THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT seeming lack of willpower to 
vigorously fight drug addiction that is destroying 
thousands of young Liberians clearly contradicts   
President George Manneh Weah’s professed love for 
youths of Liberia. 

PRESIDENT WEAH SAYS he holds youth so dearly to his 
heart, not only because they represent the future of 
Liberia, which he is committed to improving, but also 
because the country’s young people do have explicit 
confidence and trust in him to transform the State. 
Launching the USAID-sponsored Youth Empowerment 
Program at the Monrovia City Hall on Thursday, March 31, 
2022, Mr. Weah said that he has had a special place in his 
heart for the youth of Liberia.

BUT THE PRESIDENT’S expressed love for the youth of 
Liberia and the reality on the ground are totally different, 
as thousands of youths, if not tens of thousands, across the 
country are losing their lives to narcotics under his watch.

THE ISSUE OF drug abuse has become so endemic in our 
society to an extent that substances are being sold on 
school campuses! Can you imagine, the learning 
environment that should be a place for transformation, is 
gradually becoming breeding ground for addicted youths. 
That’s the magnitude of the situation facing the future of 
our dear country.

THIS IS NOT about political speeches, it is something that 
should prick our consciences as Liberians, especially 
national leaders. Through lip service or sheer neglect, we 
are breeding a generation of young people that would lack 
the capacity to take up future responsibility, given their 
current social habits.

COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE entire country are infested 
with ghettoes that are involved in the sale of dangerous 
drugs, and even some of our security officers go there and 
become partakers with no regard whatsoever about their 
duty to protect lives and property.

PRESIDENT WEAH WOULD truly demonstration his love for 
young people by empowering the Liberia Drug 
Enforcement Agency, the Police and other national 
security apparatus to raid communities of ghettoes and 
save our youths from self-destructing.

 “MY GOVERNMENT REMAINS committed to giving all youth 
the opportunity to develop their potentials so that they 
will be able to compete in an enabling environment in this 
ever-changing world. To you, our young generation, I 
promise to prepare and empower you so that you can take 
your rightful place in Liberia”, the President said.
 
BUT IF THE empowerment project that is designed to 
directly benefit 21,000 youths in Montserrado, Grand 
Bassa and Lofa counties for five years is to make any 
significant impact, it should include rehabilitation 
program to transform beneficiaries into productive 
citizens after the exercise.

CommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.  www.project-syndicate.org

OGOTÁ – In Paradise Lost, the English 

Bpoet John Milton encapsulates a 
fundamental truth about the struggle 

to end a violent conflict and establish a 
sustainable peace:

“Who overcomes by force, 
Hath overcome but half his foe.”

This insight was crucial to my own 
understanding of how to chart a way to end 
Colombia’s long and costly civil war, and it is 
acutely relevant to our shared global 
challenges today.

To build peace, leaders need to foster hope 
and anchor policies in empathy, solidarity, 
and a long-term vision of the common good. 
This is precisely the approach we must take 
now to overcome the COVID-19 pandemic 
and build a more resilient world that can 
better withstand future shocks and crises.

Humanity’s collective experience of COVID-
19 has reminded us all how precious, 
fragile, and intertwined life can be. Each 
person’s existence on this planet is 
inextricably connected with that of our 
brothers, sisters, and neighbors, as well as 
with our forebears and unborn generations. 
As we begin to map a post-pandemic 
recovery, recognizing our shared destiny 
makes it critical that we draw inspiration 
from the legacy of previous successful 
leaders.

In this regard, there is no better model than 
Nelson Mandela, a man of infinite courage 
and determination who defied a 
particularly evil system of racial oppression 
and became the greatest peacemaker of his 
generation. Mandela endured nearly three 
decades of imprisonment, led his people to 
freedom, and built a resilient, multiracial 
democracy in South Africa that endures to 
this day.

Mandela’s abiding humility and his iron faith 
in democracy helped lay the foundations of 
modern South Africa. These qualities also 
resonated globally, because Mandela always 
placed the African National Congress’s 
liberation struggle in the context of the 
wider international f ight against 
colonialism, racism, and discrimination.

This affirmation of our common humanity 
lay at the heart of Mandela’s decision to 
found The Elders, the group of independent 
global leaders of which I am a member. In his 
speech at the organization’s launch in 
Johannesburg in July 2007, Mandela 
charged the group with a specific mandate: 
“Support courage where there is fear, foster 
agreement where there is conflict, and 
inspire hope where there is despair.”

Today more than ever, we must recommit to 
this approach in the face of the pandemic, 
as well as even greater existential threats 
such as climate change and nuclear 

weapons. We urgently need an explicit 
recognition by global leaders that solidarity 
matters, and that they must act decisively to 
defend and rejuvenate multilateralism.

This ambition and sense of hope is essential. 
One sobering example of its absence is the 
underwhelming collective reaction to the 
March 2020 call by United Nations Secretary-
General António Guterres for a “global 
ceasefire” in response to COVID-19. True, 
Guterres’s appeal was compelling, and the 
UN estimated that warring parties in 11 
countries had heeded it by early April last 
year. But the UN Security Council took more 
than three months to pass a resolution 
endorsing Guterres’s appeal. And too many 
conflicts continued unabated throughout 
2020 and still rage today.

The toll on human life, particularly among 
unarmed civilians, has been devastating. By 
mid-2020, violent conflicts had contributed 
to a rise in the number of forcibly displaced 
people, to nearly 80 million. And by the end 
of the year, almost 100 million people faced 
severe food insecurity as a result of conflict – 
up from 77 million in 2019.

This is a damning indictment of collective 
failure, especially by the Security Council’s 
five permanent members. But we must 
understand the Council’s near-paralysis in 
the wider context of the many global 
leadership failures laid bare by COVID-19. 
These include insufficient coordination and 
information-sharing to contain the 
pandemic, inadequate collaboration by the 
G20 to protect the global economy, a dearth 
of financial assistance to support the Global 
South, and the moral catastrophe of “vaccine 
apartheid.”

Contemplating this litany of challenges and 
disappointments, it is easy to be 
overwhelmed by pessimism. But resigning 
ourselves to failure is not only an indulgence 
of the world’s privileged, who do not have to 
endure the pain and loss of war, but also a 
betrayal of its victims. Hope persists, and so 
must our determination.

As for me, I am hopeful and determined that 
we will recover from the pandemic in a way 
that affirms the words of my compatriot, the 
great writer and Nobel laureate Gabriel 
García Márquez: “Neither floods nor plagues, 
famines nor cataclysms, nor even the eternal 
wars of century upon century, have been able 
to subdue the persistent advantage of life 
over death.” In that spirit, we must then get 
on with the life-affirming task of building 
peace.

Juan Manuel Santos, a Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate, is a former president of 
Colombia (2010-18), a visiting professor 
at the Department of International 
Development at the University of Oxford, 
and a member of The Elders.

By Juan Manuel Santos

Peacemaking After the PandemicFight drug addiction before
youth empowerment 

2022                               APRIL   07           THURSDAY      www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    



4NEW DAWN2022                               APRIL   07           THURSDAY      www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    



5DAWNNEW 2022                               APRIL   07           THURSDAY      www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    



NEW DAWN    6

more headline news       more headline news 

L
iberia National Red 
Cross Society has 
busted a woman 

identified as Amie Norman 
involved in the sale of Chinese 
herbal drugs, impersonating 
as Sales Agent for the LNRC. 

The  Communicat ions  
Manager for the Liberia 
National Red Cross Society 
Oniel Besmant, says Suspect 
Amie Norman, a resident of 
Doe Community on Bushrod 

Island, is an unlicensed drug 
seller carrying fake LNRCS 
identification. 

Speaking in an exclusive 
interview with this newspaper 
on Tuesday, April 5, 2022 at 
the office of the Liberia 
National Red Cross Society on 
Lynch Street, Mr. Bestman said 
Madam Amie Norman is selling 
assorted drugs in a black bag 
that  she  c la ims  t reat  

infection, pain, sexual 
weakness and other health 
complications. 

He says this is a crime 
punishable by law and anyone 
caught should be prosecuted. 

T h e  R e d  C r o s s  
communication boss strongly 
warns all those involved in 
such criminal business to 
desist immediately or risks 
prosecution when caught. 

Mr. Bestman clarifies that 

the LNRCS is not involved in 
the sale of drugs in buckets or 
in black bags in the streets or 
in communities, saying 
“While we support the health 
and well-being of people and 
communities, we deliver 
better clinical services only at 
our clinic on Lynch Street, 
where we have professional 
nurses, PA, midwives, and 
other trained health workers 

who carry out proper screening 
and laboratory examination 
b e f o r e  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  
prescription are made. And our 
medications are provided 
directly from our clinic’s 
pharmacy to our patients.”

He warns the public against 
buying drugs from black 
baggers in the streets and in 
communities, posing as sales 
agents of the Red Cross.

Bestman maintains that 

they are not involved in such an 
illegal business that Amie 
Norman and people like her are 
trading in the name of the Red 
Cross. 

He encourages the public to 
report to the Police any black 
baggers or local drug sellers 
claiming to be sales agents for 
the Liberia National Red Cross 
Society. Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

he Liberian Maritime 

TCommi s s i on  ha s  
signed facilitation of 

International Maritime Traffic 
Agreement for 24 hours 
operations at the Freeport of 
Monrovia.

Speaking at the signing 
c e r e m o n y,  M a r i t i m e  
Commissioner General Lenn 
Eugene Nagba says the 
facilitation is the first step to 
improving operations at the 
Port, adding that this will 
ensure that the Freeport of 
Monrovia operates 24 hours 
rather than the usual 12 hours.

Commis s i oner  Nagbe  
reveals that following several 
meetings with the Managing 
Director of the National Port 
Authority Bill Tweahway and 
authorities of APM Terminal, 
plans are afoot to drag the 
entire Freeport to ensure easy 
entry for vessels.

He also says the facilitation 
will lead to reduction in costs 
for goods and services, and 
eventually boost revenue 

generation.
Earlier, NPA Managing 

Director Bill Tweahway 
thanked the Liberia Maritime 
Commission for the step 
taken, which he notes will 
contribute significantly to 
the country’s economy.

However, Mr. Tweahway 
urge workers at the Port 
especially boarders to serve 

as  secur i ty  and ensure  
regulations are observed.

The facilitation convention 
was adopted on April 9, 1965 
and entered into force on March 
5, 1967 aimed at preventing 
unnecessary delays in Maritime 
Traffic, aiding co-operation 
between governments and 
r e d u c i n g  n u m b e r  o f  
declarations, among others. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

he Copyright Society of 

TLiberia (COSOL), has 
climaxed a three-day 

intensive knowledge-sharing 
exercise with major players in 
the sector.

The exercise was carried out 
in an effort to rebrand Liberia’s 
creative sector with the 
purpose of adding value to the 
works of creative Liberians as 
well as protecting their 
intellectual properties for 
economic benefits.

COSOL is the secretariat 
w i t h i n  t h e  C o p y r i g h t  
Department of the Liberia 
Intellectual Property Office 
(LIPO). COSOL is headed by 
Executive Director, Prince 
Emmanuel Decker.

The three-days knowledge-
sharing exercise was held at a 
local hotel in Monrovia from 
April 4-6, 2022, and brought 
participants from the acts 
sector, mostly

a u t h o r s / p u b l i s h e r s ,  
performers/producers.

They were provided simple 
knowledge on how to benefit 
from their creative intelligence 
by giving COSOL, the Collective 
Management Organization, the 
authority to protect their 
intellectual property and 
collect royalty on their behalf.

Established in 2009 through 
regulation, COSOL serves as the 
C o l l e c t i v e  M a n a g e m e n t  
Organization (CMO) in Liberia, 
which is charged with the 
exclusive duty for collection 
and distribution of royalty for 
all creative arts.

Since the idea of copyright 
came about a century ago, the 
system has failed to provide a 
specific pathway for achieving 
value addition in gathering 
benefits for Liberia’s creative 
sector, a story that has taken an 
opposite turn under the 
leadership of Mr. Decker. 

S p e a k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  
s takeho lder’s  va l idat ion  
session, COSOL’s Executive 
Director, Decker urged players 
in the sector to get on board as 
the rebranding of Liberia’s 

creative sector is poised to be an 
aggressive transformation for the 
benefits of all major actors in the 
sector. 

Drilling participants through the 
Administrative Regulation for 
Copyright License Tariff on Private 
C o p y i n g ,  L I P O / C R / L T -
/ 2 0 2 1 / 0 0 0 0 6 ,  M r.  D e c k e r  
encouraged players engaged with 
the importation of transmittable 
audio and visual audio materials to 
obtain importation clearance from 
COSOL.

According to Decker, the 
procedure to seek clearance for 
the importation of transmittal 
material in the country is in 
adherence to Section 9.35 (a), (b), 
(c) and (d) of the 2016 Intellectual 
Property Act of Legislature. 

He warned players in Liberia’s 
creative industry trading in the 
importation of transmittable 
materials to take heed as the 
imposition of said regulation takes 
immediate effect beginning this 
April.

In summary, day one of COSOL’s 
knowledge-sharing exercise with 
its stakeholders highlighted the 
procedures to obtain the issuance 
o f  C o p y r i g h t  C l e a r a n c e ,  
m e m b e r s h i p  a p p l i c a t i o n  
(physical/online), bill issuance 
(physical/online) as well and fees 
payment-(bank/office).

Requirements for importers and 
license agreements for creative 
work producers were also made to 
the agenda on the day of COSOL’s 
eye-opener workshop with major 
players. 

On day-two of the training, Ms. 
Jamus P. Bannah, COSOL’s 
Membership Officer, led the first 
section providing meaningful 
ins ight  on  the processes,  
requirements, and benefits 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  C O S O L’s  
membership status. 

Ms.  Bannah dr i l led  the  
participants through the entire 
package of procedures to obtain 
COSOL’s membership and the 
enormous benefits attached, 
rang ing  f rom reg i s t ra t i on  
requ i rements ,  membersh ip  
registration process, categories of 
membership, as well as the 
benefits of becoming a COSOL 
member and benefits duration.
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Woman busted for impersonating
as Red Cross Sales Agent 

Freeport to go 24 hours 
By Bridgett Milton

COSOL climaxes stakeholders
validation tutorial exercise

By Lincoln G. Peters 

Suspect Amie Norman Suspect Amie Norman Suspect Amie Norman 
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more headline news       more headline news 

T
h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
National Elections 

C o m m i s s i o n  ( N E C ) ,  
Wednesday officially launched 
the “NEC Inclusive Elections 
Art Competition”, with a call 
to focus on identifying and 
defeating barriers that can 
prevent eligible voters from 
registering or voting in 
Liberia.

The launching of the NEC 
inc lus ive e lect ions  Art  
Competition, is with full 

support from the UN Women, 
United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP), Election 
Project Support Office in 
Liberia, Irish Aid and Sweden.  

Officially Launching the 
NEC Inclusive Elections Art 
Competition on the compound 
of the Commission on 9th 

Street, in Sinkor, NEC Boss, 
Madam Davidetta Browne 
Lansanah said, full access to 
election is a critical step to 
overcoming barriers affecting 
voters including people living 
with disabilities in Liberia.  

She named discrimination 
and marginalization as 
barriers affecting the 14 
percent of the Liberian 
population, as registered by 
the 2008 Liberian census, who 
are people living with 

disabilities. This competition, 
she pointed out, draws 
attention to these obstacles 
that we can work together to 
overcome.  

The NEC Boss said as soon 
as we can start breaking down 
these barriers, ensuring that 
all women, youths and people 

living with disabilities have a 
level playing field in elections 
and politics, the sooner we can 
have equal voice in elections in 
Liberia. “An inclusion is critical 
for sustainable development, 
peace and stability”, the NEC 
C h a i r p e r s o n  t o l d  t h e  
gathering. 

Representatives from the 
UN Women, UNPD Governance 
and Public Institutions, and the 
Office of the UN Resident 
Representative all pledged this 

different bodies full support to 
the project gear toward 
ensuing inclusiveness in all of 
t he  L i be r i an  e l ec to ra l  
processes.

A total of three Liberian 
winners will be selected by a 
panel, to include technicians 
from the NEC.

eputy Speaker Cllr. 

DJ. Fonati Koffa urges 
his constituents in 

G r a n d  K r u  C o u n t y  t o  
participate in the pending 
2022 census,  which i s  
expected to run from June 19-
23, across the country. 

This year's census will be 
100 percent digital with 
Computer Assisted Personal 
Interview (CAPI) methodology 
for de-facto enumeration.

According to a release, Cllr. 
Koffa, who represents Grand 
Kru County District #2, 
i n fo rmed  c i t i zens  and  
residents in Nrokia, Jroah 
(Sasstown) Statutory District 
not to go to farm, mining and 
fishing, but rather remain to 
their houses to be counted 
during the census period.

The nationwide survey will 
be held from 19th - 23rd June 
after five postponements 
since 2018. The exercise is 
expected to present a better 
picture of what society looks 
like - the people, their needs 
and households in all 15 
subdivisions as well as provide 
update on the country’s 

growing population. It is also 
intended to help to inform 
d e c i s i o n s  t a k e n  b y  
policymakers.

Deputy Speaker Koffa is 
currently on a 21-day 
constituency visit across his 
d i s t r ic t ,  target ing  35  
communities.

He reminds citizens that 
staying home to be counted 
during the census would 

i n c r e a s e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
representation to three in the 
Houses of Representatives.

"We want to say the census 
is in June; from the 19th to the 
23rd. Please stay home and be 
counted. Bear with us; don't go 
on the farms, mines or fishing. 
The results will allow the 
Gove rnment  and  o the r  
organizations to shape future 
plans for services that benefit 

local communities when it 
comes to healthcare, housing, 
and education," Cllr. Koffa 
stressed.

The census had been 
scheduled to commence on 
March 22, but was deferred to 
June 19 due to constraints. 

The 2008 National Housing 

and Population Census conducted 
by the Government of Liberia 
under administration of former 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf put 
the population of Liberia at 
3,489,072 or nearly 4 million 
people. Editing by Jonathan 
Browne 
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NEC launches inclusive election arts competition 

NEC-Liberia and Partners in a group photo after the
official launching of, NEC Inclusive Art Competition.

Deputy Speaker urges constituents to go for census 

FIFA approves US$50,000 for
women’s football in Liberia

I FA has  approved 

FUS$50,000 to the 
L i b e r i a  F o o t b a l l  

Association (LFA) for its 
w o m e n ’s  l o w e r  l e a g u e  
development.

The LFA applied to FIFA 
women’s development program 
for the funds in March 2021 and 
it was approved in March 2022.

The LFA divided US$13,920 
among 11 clubs in the lower 
women’s division (US$1,160 per 
club) as assistance for players’ 
transportation, training and 
rental of buses to honor league 
games.

The rest of the funds will be 
used for several activities 
towards the development of the 

league under the supervision of the 
women’s football committee 
headed by executive committee 
member Jodie Reid-Seton.

They include marketing and 
administrative seminars for 
personnel of clubs, refresher 
course for coaches, refresher and 
training courses for old and new 
female referees, indemnities for 
referees, payment of stipend to 
former female players, who have 
turned to coaches and continuous 
coaching education for former 
female players engaged with clubs.  

At the end of the league, 
recipients of the FIFA women's 
football development funds are to 
report to the LFA in line with 
policies and standards. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne 

By Naneka Hoffman
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Le manque de volonté politique du gouvernement libérien 
dans la lutte contre la toxicomanie qui détruit des milliers 
de jeunes Libériens contredit clairement l’amour déclaré 
du président George Manneh Weah pour les jeunes du 
Libéria.

Le président Weah ne cesse de dire que les jeunes lui 
tiennent à son cœur, non seulement parce qu’ils 
représentent l’avenir du Libéria qu’il s’est engagé à 
améliorer, mais aussi parce que les jeunes du pays ont une 
confiance explicite en lui pour transformer l’État. 

Lors du lancement du programme d’autonomisation des 
jeunes parrainé par l’USAID à l’hôtel de ville de Monrovia le 
jeudi 31 mars 2022, M. Weah a déclaré que la jeunesse du 
Libéria a une place spéciale dans son cœur.
Mais l’amour exprimé par le président pour la jeunesse du 
Libéria et la réalité sur le terrain sont totalement en 
contradiction, car des milliers de jeunes, voire des dizaines 
de milliers, perdent leur vie à cause des stupéfiants à 
travers le pays.

Le problème de la toxicomanie est devenu tellement 
endémique dans notre société qu’on vend des substances 
dans les cours d’école ! Imaginez-vous, les lieux 
d’apprentissage qui devraient être des lieux de 
transformation, deviennent peu à peu un vivier de jeunes 
toxicomanes.

Il ne suffit pas de tenir des discours politiques. Que cela 
signale nos consciences en tant que Libériens, en 
particulier en tant que dirigeants nationaux. Par pure 
négligence, nous sommes en train d’élever une génération 
de jeunes qui n’aura pas la capacité d’assumer des 
responsabilités futures, compte tenu de leurs habitudes 
sociales actuelles.

Toutes les communautés sont infestées de ghettos où l’on 
vent des drogues dangereuses, et même certains de nos 
agents de sécurité s’y rendent pour en consommer sans 
aucune considération pour leur devoir de protéger les vies 
et les biens.

Le président Weah démontrerait vraiment son amour pour 
les jeunes s’il habilitait l’Agence libérienne de lutte contre 
la drogue, la police et d’autres appareils de sécurité 
nationale, de sorte à éliminer les ghettos dans les 
communautés et sauver nos jeunes de l’autodestruction.

  « Mon gouvernement semble être décidé quant à donner à 
tous les jeunes la possibilité de développer leur potentiel 
afin qu’ils puissent être compétitifs, en créant un 
environnement propice dans un monde en constante 
évolution. À vous, notre jeune génération, je promets de 
vous préparer et de vous responsabiliser afin que vous 
puissiez prendre la place qui vous revient au Libéria », a 
déclaré le président.

Mais pour que le projet d’autonomisation qui est conçu 
pour bénéficier directement à 21 000 jeunes dans les 
comtés de Montserrado, Grand Bassa et Lofa pendant cinq 
ans ait un impact significatif, il faut y inclure un 
programme de réhabilitation pour transformer les 
bénéficiaires en citoyens productifs après l’exercice.

Éditorial
e Libéria semble déjà 

Lressentir les effets 
d e  l a  c r i s e  

alimentaire mondiale à en 
j uge r  pa r  l a  pénu r i e  
croissante du riz qui frappe 
de plein fouet le pays depuis 
quelques jours.

En dépit du démenti du 
gouvernement en ce qui 
concerne l’existence d’une 
pénurie du riz depuis plus 

d'une semaine, les détaillants se 
bousculent devant les magasins à 
Monrovia pour s’approvisionner 
en cette denrée qui se fait de 
plus en plus rare.

Le riz est considéré comme 
une denrée politique au Libéria 
dont la pénurie avait conduit à la 
triste célèbre « émeute du riz de 
1979 » qui a tourné au sang dans 
les rues de Monrovia et a ensuite 
conduit au renversement du 

président William R. Tolbert le 
12 avr i l  1980 par  les  
militaires.

Un sac de riz de 25 
kilogrammes était vendu à 
Monrovia entre 13 et 14 
dollars américains, mais il 
semble que les importateurs 
refusent de le vendre auprès 
des détaillants locaux, en 
particulier les commerçants. 

Le mardi 5 avril 2022, 
plusieurs commerçantes de 
r i z  ont  expr imé leurs  
frustrations face à la rareté, 
proférant des menaces. Hawa 
Pawoo, a révélé qu'un sac de 
riz de 25 kg est vendu à 20 
do l l a r s  amér i ca i n s  ou  
l'équivalent de 3 000 dollars 
libériens.

Madame Pawoo appelle le 
gouvernement à intervenir et 
à arrêter la hausse du prix du 
riz afin qu'elle continue son 
commerce, rappelant que le 
président George Weah avait 
promis aux Libériens que sous 
son administration, ils ne 
seraient pas spectateurs de 
leur propre économie.

Elle se demande comment 

n groupe de femmes 

Uentreprenantes basé 
au Libéria, United 

Women Beyond Borders, a 
félicité le leader politique de 
l'Alternative National Congress 
(ANC), M. Alexander B. 
Cummings, pour son soutien 
continu à l'autonomisation des 
femmes.

Les Femmes Unies au-delà 
des frontières, qui comptent 
plus d'un millier de membres, 
construisent actuellement un 
grand bâtiment pouvant 
accommoder 42 magasins dans 
le  quart ier  du marché 
Paynesville Redlight, auquel, 
selon elles, M. Cummings a 
apporté des contributions 
substantielles.

L e s  f e m m e s  s o n t  
principalement engagées dans 
le commerce transfrontalier 
en Afr ique de l 'Ouest,  
important  des  produits  
a g r i c o l e s  e s s e n t i e l s ,  
notamment des poivrons 
séchés, des arachides et des 
haricots pour les revendre sur 
le marché libérien.

La présidente de United 
Women Beyond Borders, 
Madame Sangai Dunbar, a 
exprimé sa gratitude au leader 
de l'ANC pour son aide 
généreuse qui, selon elle, a 
permis à l'organisation de se 
lancer dans la construction du 

bâtiment de 42 magasins qui est 
en voie d'achèvement.

Elle a exprimé la gratitude de 
l'organisation, le mardi 5 avril, 
quand le leader politique de l'ANC 
s’est rendu dans le district cinq du 
comté de Montserrado dans le 
c a d r e  d e  s a  t o u r n é e  
communautaires dont le but est de 
s’entretenir avec les habitants.

M. Cummings s’est dit fier de 
l'excellent travail qu’ont accompli 
les femmes et a promis un soutien 
financier supplémentaire pour 
l'achèvement du bâtiment.

Il a réaffirmé son soutien 
indéfectible et sa protection des 
d r o i t s  d e s  f e m m e s  à  
l'autonomisation économique et 

contre la violence sexiste, y 
compris le viol.

Plus tôt, le Centre de 
formation professionnelle de 
P a y n e s v i l l e  ( P V T C )  à  
Paynesville a organisé un 
programme d'accueil spécial 
pour M. Cummings et son 
entourage et a décrit les 
besoins fondamentaux de 
l'institution dont l’objectif est 
d’aider les jeunes à acquérir 
des compétences de base 
pouvant faire d’eux des 
citoyens productifs.

Les autorités du PVCT ont 
en su i te  p ré sen té  à  M .  

CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Il faut combattre la toxicomanie avant de 
procéder à l’autonomisation des jeunes

CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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 Le Libéria est frappé par une pénurie
de riz, mais les autorités démentent

L’opposant Cummings loué pour
l'autonomisation des femmes
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le président Weah s'attend à 
ce que les commerçants et 
les Libériens en général 
survivent au milieu de la crise 
économique quand il ne tient 
pas ses promesses.

Une autre commerçante, 
Sadia Guha, une veuve, s’est 
dite incapable de nourrir ses 
quatre enfants face à la 
hausse du prix du riz qui est 
maintenant à 3 000 LD.

Quant à Mary William, une 
autre détaillante, elle a 
affirmé que le gouvernement 
devrait tout faire pour 
réduire le prix en détail de la 
marchandise, car c 'est 
l'aliment de base du pays.

Madame William s’étonne 
que le président Weah se dise 
être envoyé par Dieu pour 
sauver les Libériens pauvres 
et moins fortunés, alors que 
les choses deviennent pires 
dans le pays, que ce soit 
l'économie, la sécurité ou les 
problèmes sociaux.

Dans un communiqué de 
presse publié tard le mardi 5 
avril 2022, le ministère du 
Commerce et de l'Industrie a 
reconnu avoir observé que les 
commerçants détaillants 
augmentent constamment le 
prix de détail d'un sac de riz 
sur le marché malgré le prix 
de gros officiel qui reste 13 
USD.

«  L e  m i n i s t è r e  d u  
Commerce et de l'Industrie 
veut qu'il soit parfaitement 
clair que le prix de détail 
a p p r o u v é  p a r  l e  
gouvernement du Libéria 
pour un sac de riz est de 13,50 
USD et ne doit pas dépasser 
14,00 USD. »

 Le ministère a dit avoir 
reçu des informations selon 

l e s q u e l l e s  c e r t a i n s  
commerçants vendent un sac de 
riz à 22 USD. « C'est illégal et 
totalement inacceptable. Que 
cela cesse dès maintenant », a 
averti le ministère.

Les autorités déplorent le fait 
que les importateurs refusent de 
vendre le riz aux détaillants et 
au grand public, bien qu'elles 
soient en train de faire tout ce 
qui est en leur pouvoir pour faire 
face à l’augmentation des prix 
des denrées alimentaires, dont 
le riz, sur le marché mondial. 
Cela, selon le Ministère, est 
inacceptable et susceptible 
d’entraîner des conséquences 
fâcheuses.

Par ailleurs, le ministère du 
Commerce et de l'Industrie met 
les commerçants en garde 
contre la vente du riz au-dessus 
du prix approuvé par le 
gouvernement, sous peine d’une 
sévère pénalité.

Il a ainsi mis à disposition des 
numéros verts (0776512224 ou 
0886552058) pour que le public 
puisse dénoncer quiconque se 
rendra coupable de violation.

La semaine dernière, plus 
précisément le jeudi 31 mars, le 
gouvernement du Libéria a 
annoncé  qu ' i l  n ' y  ava i t  
absolument aucune pénurie de 
riz sur le marché libérien, et a 
donc mis en garde contre toute 
forme de panique.

Le communiqué indiquait que 
la panique fait suite à une 
confusion qui a éclaté le mardi 
29 mars 2022 entre les 
distributeurs de riz et certains 
commerçants suite au refus des 
premiers de vendre leurs 
produits. Mais le gouvernement 
a souligné qu'il avait déjà 
suffisamment de stocks dans le 
pays, tandis que des envois 
supplémentaires sont attendus.

Commentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022. www.project-syndicate.org 

OGOTÁ – Dans une formule lapidaire de 

Bson ouvrage Le Paradis perdu, le poète 
anglais John Milton énonce une vérité 

fondamentale sur les efforts visant à mettre fin 
à un conflit violent en vue d'établir une paix 
durable :

« Qui vainc par la force, 
Ne vainc son ennemi qu'à moitié. »

Cette idée a joué un rôle central pour trouver 
un moyen de mettre fin à la longue et coûteuse 
guerre civile en Colombie. En outre, elle est 
parfaitement transposable dans le champ des 
défis mondiaux communs que nous traversons 
actuellement.

Pour établir la paix, les dirigeants doivent 
encourager l'espoir et ancrer les politiques dans 
l'empathie, dans la solidarité et dans une vision 
à long terme du bien commun. C'est 
précisément l'approche que nous devons 
adopter à présent pour surmonter la pandémie 
de COVID-19 et pour construire un monde plus 
résilient, capable de mieux résister aux chocs 
et aux crises à venir.

L'expérience collective de l'humanité durant la 
COVID-19 nous rappelle à quel point nos vies 
peuvent être précieuses, fragiles et 
étroitement liées les unes aux autres. 
L'existence de chaque personne sur cette 
planète est inextricablement liée à celle de nos 
frères, de nos sœurs et de nos voisins, ainsi qu'à 
celle de nos ancêtres et des générations 
futures. À l'heure où nous commençons à 
planifier une relance post-pandémie, notre 
capacité à reconnaître notre destin commun 
nous intime de nous inspirer de l'héritage des 
réussites des dirigeants qui nous ont précédé. 

À cet égard, il n'y a pas de meilleur modèle que 
Nelson Mandela, un homme au courage et à la 
détermination sans faille, qui a défié un 
système particulièrement néfaste de 
l'oppression raciale et qui est devenu le plus 
grand conciliateur de sa génération. Mandela a 
e n d u r é  p r è s  d e  t r o i s  d é c e n n i e s  
d'emprisonnement, a conduit son peuple vers la 
liberté et a construit en Afrique du Sud une 
démocratie résiliente et multiraciale qui a 
perduré jusqu'à ce jour.

L'humilité inébranlable de Mandela et sa foi 
inflexible en la démocratie ont contribué à 
jeter les bases de l'Afrique du Sud moderne. Ces 
qualités ont également trouvé un écho à 
l'échelle mondiale, en ce que Mandela a 
toujours placé la lutte pour la libération du 
Congrès national africain dans le contexte de la 
lutte internationale plus large contre le 
colonialisme, le racisme et la discrimination.

Cette affirmation de notre humanité commune 
est au cœur de la décision de Mandela de fonder 
« The Elders », le groupe de dirigeants 
mondiaux indépendants auquel j'appartiens. 
Dans son discours lors du lancement de 
l'organisation à Johannesburg en juillet 2007, 
Mandela a chargé le groupe d'un mandat 
spécifique : « Défendre le courage face à la 
peur, encourager la concorde face au conflit et 
inspirer l'espoir face au désespoir. »

Aujourd'hui plus que jamais, nous devons 
renouveler cette approche face à la pandémie, 
ainsi que face à des menaces existentielles encore 
plus graves comme le changement climatique et 
les armes nucléaires. Il est urgent que les 
dirigeants mondiaux reconnaissent explicitement 
l'importance de la solidarité, ainsi que leur devoir 
d'agir de manière décisive pour défendre et 
rajeunir le multilatéralisme.

Cette ambition et ce sens de l'espoir sont 
essentiels. Un exemple frappant de son absence 
est la réaction collective décevante à l'appel lancé 
en mars 2020 par le Secrétaire général des Nations 
Unies António Guterres en faveur d'un « cessez-le-
feu mondial » en réponse à la COVID-19. Il est vrai 
que l'appel de Guterres fut convaincant et l'ONU a 
estimé que les parties belligérantes de 11 pays en 
ont tenu compte au début du mois d'avril de l'année 
passée. Mais le Conseil de sécurité de l'ONU a mis 
plus de trois mois à adopter une résolution 
approuvant l'appel de Guterres. Et trop de conflits 
se sont poursuivis sans relâche tout au long de 
l'année 2020 et font encore rage aujourd'hui.

Le nombre de morts, en particulier parmi les civils 
non armés, a été dévastateur. À la mi-2020, les 
conflits violents ont contribué à une augmentation 
du nombre de personnes déplacées de force, qui 
s'élève à près de 80 millions. Et à la fin de l'année, 
près de 100 millions de personnes ont subi une 
grave insécurité alimentaire à la suite d'un conflit, 
contre 77 millions en 2019.

C'est une mise en cause sérieuse de notre échec 
collectif, en particulier de celui des cinq membres 
permanents du Conseil de sécurité. Mais nous 
devons comprendre la quasi-paralysie du Conseil 
dans le contexte plus large des nombreux échecs 
mondiaux de leadership que la COVID-19 a révélés. 
Il s'agit notamment d'une coordination et d'un 
partage insuffisants d'informations en vue de 
contenir la pandémie, d'une collaboration 
inadaptée du G20 pour protéger l'économie 
mondiale, d'une pénurie d'aide financière pour 
soutenir la moitié Sud de la planète et de la 
catastrophe morale de « l'apartheid vaccinal ».

Face à cette litanie de défis et de déceptions, il est 
facile de se laisser gagner par le pessimisme. Mais 
se résigner à l'échec n'est pas seulement un aveu de 
complaisance des privilégiés du monde qui n'ont 
pas à supporter la douleur et les pertes de la 
guerre, mais également une trahison envers ses 
victimes. L'espoir persiste – tout comme notre 
détermination doit également persister.

Quant à moi, j'espère et je suis déterminé à ce que 
nous nous relevions de la pandémie de manière à 
affirmer les paroles de mon compatriote, le grand 
écrivain et prix Nobel Gabriel García Márquez : « Ni 
les inondations, ni les fléaux, ni les famines, ni les 
cataclysmes, ni même les guerres éternelles de 
siècle en siècle n’ont pu surpasser l’avantage 
tenace de la vie sur la mort. » Dans le même esprit, 
nous devons alors persister dans cette tâche 
porteuse de vie qui consiste à faire la paix.

Juan Manuel Santos, prix Nobel de la paix, 
ancien président de la Colombie (2010-18), 
professeur invité au Département du 
développement international de l'Université 
d'Oxford et membre du groupe « The Elders » 
(Les Anciens).

Faire la paix après la pandémie
Par Juan Manuel Santos

Cummings une clé symbolique 
de l'institution et un t-shirt 
avec l'inscription « PVTC for 
Cummings ».

La tournée communautaire 
du chef politique de l'ANC l'a 
également conduit dans les 

localités comme Police Academy 
et Bassa Town. Il s’est aussi 
ent retenu  avec  p lus ieur s  
centaines de Libériens qui ont 
promis de le soutenir lors de la 
présidentielle.
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 Le Libéria est frappé par une pénurie

L’opposant Cummings loué pour

Comment la restitution de 50 000
dollars a changé la vie d'Emmanuel Tuloe

L
e jeune homme de 19 
a n s ,  v ê t u  d ' u n  
uniforme scolaire 

composé d'une chemise bleu 
ciel et d'un short bleu marine, 
semble incongru dans une 
classe remplie d'élèves ayant 
au moins six ans de moins que 
lui.

Mais cet ancien élève de 
l'école primaire est heureux.

L'année dernière, il luttait 
pour gagner sa vie en tant que 
chauffeur de moto-taxi  
lorsqu'il a trouvé 50 000 dollars 
dans une liasse de billets 
américains et libériens, 

emballés dans un sac en plastique 
au bord de la route.

I l  aurait pu facilement 
empocher cette somme qui aurait 
pu changer sa vie. Mais il l'a donné 
à sa tante pour qu'elle s'en occupe 
et lorsque le propriétaire légitime 
a lancé un appel sur la radio 
nationale pour retrouver l'argent, 
Emmanuel s'est présenté.

Moqué par certains pour son 
honnêteté - on se moquait de lui 
en disant qu'il mourrait pauvre - 
son acte lui a valu de généreuses 
récompenses, notamment une 
place au Ricks Institute, l'une des 
écoles les plus prestigieuses du 
Liberia.



NEW DAWN  102022                               APRIL   07           THURSDAY      www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    

LIBERIANS    DEBATE
onrovia has been restless for the past two weeks over scarcity of rice, the nation’s staple food in the 

Mmarket leading to hike in price. A 25kg bag of imported rice from India, Pakistan, Malaysia and other Asian 
countries rose from US$13.00 to US$22.00, which is an equivalent of 3,500 Liberian Dollars! This was 

revealed on Tuesday by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, which had mandated importers not to sell to 
unregistered retailers, thus creating hoarding. The situation degenerated with claims and counter-claims 
between importers and retailers, characterized by threats and protests, prompting intervention by President 
George Manneh Weah, who toured various rice warehouses at the Freeport of Monrovia on Wednesday, April 6, 
2022 and immediately mandated that the market be open to all.
 
The New Dawn randomly samples views of some marketers and ordinary citizens in Monrovia about the hoarding 
and hiking of price for a bag of rice, dubbed as a political commodity in Liberia.     

The rice issue is very hard in the 

“country. Citizens are suffering 
because rice is our major food so 

By Naneka Hoffman

we don’t expect for price to reach to 
3,000 Liberian Dollars, because 
President Weah says he is a leader sent 
by God to rescue Liberians from poverty. 
But we never knew this is how things 
were going to be. I am buying 25kg (half 
bag of rice) for 3,000 Liberian Dollars 
and retail price is 70 Liberian Dollars for 
one cup of rice in Barnesville 
Supermarket and I have seven children 
living with me in this situation. It is just 
by the grace of God we are surviving. But 
I just want to tell the President that 
2023 is coming, so if he doesn’t 
straighten things, the ballot box will tell 
and if President Weah is not careful, he 
will be like former American President 
Donald John Trump, a one-time 
President.” 

Mary William

The rice business in the country is 

“not easy; we are suffering in our 
own country; 3,000 Liberian 

Dollars for 25kg (half bag of rice) and 70 
Liberian Dollars for one cup of rice. I 
want for the Government of Liberia to 
see into it that the rice price drop 
because the President told us that we 
will not be spectators in our own 
economy and we voted him because he 
is a born citizen of this country. But why 
must he be President then we are 
suffering?   Is this the promise he made 
to us? Our food, this is what I am talking 
about, not their big money, but our food 
rice, has increased to 3,000 Liberian 
Dollars. How does President Weah really 
expect us to survive when he had 
promised us that we will not be 
spectators in our own economy. He 

       Hawa Pawoo

made us voted for him then we are 
suffering. Let him do something about it 
because if he doesn’t, 2023 is coming 
and we’re prepared for him.” 

Rice is in the country, but the 

“business people are hiding the rice. 
The rice situation started two 

weeks ago, now some people selling one 
cup of rice for 70 Liberian Dollars and 
3,000 Liberian Dollars for 25kg half bag 
of rice. I want for the Government of 
Liberia to go after those people that are 
selling the rice at that price; Ministry of 
Commerce must go after them. Why are 
they selling the rice like that and they 
are hiding and selling it by cup and the 
balance they take it to their warehouses 
and hide it. I think it is not supposed to 
be like that.  Rice here but the business 
people are doing business strategy. So, I 
call on President Weah to tell the 
Ministry of Commerce to do their work 
because they are not working.” 

Emmanuel Gweh

Sadia Guha

The rice business it is not 

“small thing. We are suffering 
now; one cup of rice is sold 

for 70 Liberian Dollars. I want the 
Government of Liberia to make 
sure the rice price goes down. The 
people that have rice in their 
warehouses locked them up and 
we the poor people, who do not 
have money to buy the 25kg half 
bag of rice, it’s difficult for us now 
even the 25kg half bag of rice is 
very difficult to see so, 70 Liberian 
Dollars for one cup of rice. We are 
going around looking for half bag of 
rice 24hrs and it is very difficult to 
get, for almost two weeks we’ve 
been going through this situation.” 

I  a m  c a l l i n g  o n  t h e  

“Government of Liberia to 
work with the business people 

so that things prices can reduce, 
because the business people are 
complaining that taxes imposed on 
goods are very high. Can you 
imagine, I am buying one cup of rice 
for 70 Liberian Dollars and I have 
four living children. How does the 
Government of Liberia want us the 
Liberian people to survive when 
prices are skyrocketed in the 
country? Few months ago, we were 
crying on the increase of gasoline 
price, today it is rice price. I think 
it’s the Ministry of Commerce and 
the government’s responsibility to 
collaborate with the business 
people,  because  they  are  
complaining that taxes are too high 
so, they are not willing to sell their 
rice for 2,250 Liberian Dollars per 
bag, because they have to pay tax 

to the government. We are 
appealing to the Ministry of 
Commerce and the government to 
please reduce taxes so that prices 
can be normal like before.”

    Tenneh Nebo 
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L
iberian human 
rights lawyer and 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  

aspirant Cllr. Tiawan Saye 
Gongloe risks a battle with 
some of his ‘bitter 
kinsmen’ in Nimba County 
and a political clique 
there build around long 
s t a n d i n g  N i m b a  
“strongman” and ex-
warlord, Senator Prince 
Yormie Johnson, as the 
country pushes closer to 
the 2023 presidential 
elections.

The votes - rich Nimba 
County has many of its 
sons who have voiced 
their interest to contest 
the presidency, including 
the immediate past 
Liberia National Bar 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( L N B A )  
president Cllr. Gongloe, 
and the Vision for Liberia 
Transformation party 

(VOLT) political leader Dr. 
Jeremiah Z. Whapoe. 

Talking about Cllr. 
Gongloe’s presidential bid 
during a talk show on OK 
FM Wednesday morning, 6 
April 2022, Nimba County 
Senator Jeremiah Koung 
warned that in Nimba, 
every group of people 
coming up there’s a 
clique, claiming that 
when you go across 
Nimba, people are saying 
that Cllr. Gongloe is not 
noted for supporting his 
friends.

Koung advises Cllr. 
Gongloe that “there are 
too many senior brothers 
in the county (Nimba) that 

are very bitter; and if you wait for 
that time to come and they get 
out, it could be difficult.” 

“So the Dr. [Joseph] Kortu, the 
Chief Justice Francis Korkpor, 
Gbeisay, you know, every group of 
people coming up there’s a 
clique. Y’all find yourselves into 
groups. So Kortu ran in 2005, 
Tiawan didn’t support Kortu. 
Though Kortu won Nimba, Tiawan 
supported Madam Sirleaf,” Sen. 
Koung explains. 

“So the best to do now is to 
start to reach out to some of 
those people who believe you 
hurt them,” he added. 

Senator Koung said everybody 
will be happy for a president to 
come from their home, but urged 
Cllr. Gongloe to go home and 
reconcile his brothers. 

Koung explained that when 
Prince Johnson ran for the 
presidency in 2011, Cllr. Gongloe 
did not support him.  

“In 2011 when Prince Johnson 

was running for president, 
Samuel Kogar, me, Garrison 
Yealue, we were the champions 
for Prince Johnson presidency,” 
said Mr. Koung. 

And when Cllr. Gongloe’s very 
good friend Gbeisay asked for his 
support for his senatorial bid in 
2011, Koung claimed that at the 
eleventh hour, Cllr. Gongloe’s 
sister Madam Edith Gongloe - Weh 
came in to run for the Senate, and 
Tiawan shifted his support 
toward her. 

“Gbeisay felt betrayed, and 
that’s why when Grupee won the 
election and Madam Gongloe 
went to … Elections Commission, 
Gbeisay became lawyer for 
Groupee against the Gongloes,” 
Koung explained. 

According to him, Chief 
Justice Korkpor and Cllr. Gongloe 
went to school together, recalling 
that when the imprisoned former 
President Charles Ghankay 
Taylor’s regime was giving Cllr. 
Gongloe hard time, Chief Justice 
Korkpor, then the head of the 
Catholic Justice and Peace 
Commission (JPC), stood in the 
gap for him. 

But Koung claimed that 
“nobody has brought the Chief 
Justice to public ridicule equal to 
T i a w a n , ”  a n  a p p a r e n t  
d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  C l l r.  
Gongloe’s firm stance against 
what the human rights lawyer 
sees as weaknesses of the 
Supreme Court under the watch 
of the chief justice, and his 
fearlessness in speaking his mind. 

In addition to Cllr. Gongloe 
and Dr. Whapoe’s quest for the 
presidency, Senator Koung also 
named the former chairman of 
the former ruling Unity Party (UP) 
Mr. Wilmot Paye as another son of 
Nimba County who wants to be 
president of Liberia.

 
“The re  a r e  t oo  many  

Nimbaians running … One of the 
first persons I heard running that 
Wilmot Paye. You know Wilmont 
Paye was here, he said he running 
for president,” said Senator 
Koung. 

“You got Jeremiah Whapoe, so 
there are too many persons from 
Nimba. It just that Tiawan has 
started so early and so he seems 
to be,” he added. 

Cllr. Gongloe has consistently 
insisted that he wants Senator 
Johnson and all those responsible 
for war crimes and other war - 
related atrocities, economic 
crimes and other forms of corrupt 
practices to face trial.  

But Senator Johnson and his 
loyalists, especially his followers 
from Nimba County, get furious at 
those seeking the establishment 
of a war and economic crimes 
court to try the former leader of 
the defunct  Independent  
National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(INPFL) and other warlords. 

Majority of Nimba voters have 
made the ex-warlord a senator 
two times and they have 
overwhelmingly supported his 
presidential bid too. 

In addition to serving two nine 
- year terms consecutively in the 
Liberian Senate, it seems likely 
Senator Johnson’s followers will 
give him support for a third term 
once he shows up for the Senate 
race in 2023.

T
h e  S e v e n t h  
Judicial Circuit 
Court in Grand 

G e d e h  C o u n t y,  h a s  
dismissed all charges of 
trafficking in persons (TIP), 
theft of property and 
forgery brought against 
Qnet  L im i ted  (Qnet )  
without prejudice, due to 

the lack of evidence to 
connect the organization to 
the allegations.

The court presided over 
by Judge George S. Wiles, 
Jr., made the decision 
during a sitting in its 
February Term, A.D. 2022 on 
Thursday, 24 March 2022. 

A joint investigation 
conducted by the Liberia 
National Police (LNP) and 
Liberia Immigration Service 
(LIS), Grand Gedeh County 
Detachment, confirmed 
that there was no probable 
cause or any evidence 
connecting Qnet to any 
allegations of TIP.  

The matter was instead 
against some individuals, 
mos t  o f  whom were  
Guineans and allegedly 
registered as independent 
representatives (IRs) or 
distributors of Qnet. 

These individuals were 
duly charged for alleged TIP 
offenses and subsequently 

indicted by the Grand Jury for 
Grand Gedeh County, in their own 
names or personal capacities.  

Accordingly, they purported to 
be registered IRs or distributors of 
Qnet to misuse the Qnet name for 
their personal benefit and gain, 
which in turn led to Qnet being 
unduly indicted on certain 
allegations. 

In dismissing the charges 
against Qnet, Judge Wiles ruled 
among other things that “there is 
nothing in the record or said by the 
opposing party [the State] to prove 
that Qnet is connected to the 
crimes allegedly committed.”

Qnet is an e-commerce and 
direct selling company offering a 
wide range of products via its 
registered IRs or distributors who 
are paid commissions only upon the 
sale and purchase of a QNet 
product.  

IRs undertake Qnet’s Policies 
and Procedures which govern their 
ethical and professional behavior 
in marketing Qnet products in 
accordance with its business 
policies.  

All IRs in Liberia are subjected 
to a rigorous and intensive 
screening and certification 
process. 

Qnet, through its Sub-Saharan 
Legal Department, pledges its 
support to the Department of 
Prosecution of the Ministry of 
Justice in prosecuting any crimes.
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Nimba political clique awaits Gongloe Court dismisses human trafficking
charges against Qnet Limited

Police jail womanStarts from back page

They had known each 
other for the past one year 
and had had an intimate 
relationship for the past 
t w o  m o n t h s .  T h e  
deceased had visited the 
a c c u s e d  o n  t h r e e  
occasions, police said.

On Saturday evening, 

25 March 2022, police said the 
victim told his girlfriend Targbe 
that he wanted to take a bath. 
Accordingly, he took off his 
clothes in the defendant’s living 
room. 

After bathing, police said 
victim Dweh had on his blue 
boxer without shirt and he 
returned into Targbe’s room. 

The police investigation 
revealed that while the victim 
was  wi th  h i s  g i r l f r iend,  
defendant  Targbe in her room, 
her daughter Faith and Princess 
came from fetching water and 
they met their brother named 
Prayer and Mark, watching 
movies on Mark’s phone.
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he Liberia National 

TPolice (LNP) has 
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  

charged and forwarded to the 
Monrovia City Court 35 years 
old Ophelia Targbe in 
connection to the death of 
her boyfriend Jefferson 
Dweh. 

Defendant Ophelia is a 
resident of the Battery 
Factory Swamp Community. 
Police said her boyfriend 

Dweh’s lifeless body was 
found in the swamp behind 
her house on 26 March 2022. 

Police said the deceased 
was earlier seen on Friday, 25 
March 2022 at his girlfriend’s 
Targbe’s place in the 
community prior to his 
death.  

Defendant Targbe has 
been taken to South Beach 
p r i s on  c ompound  f o r  
detention while awaiting 
trial. 

Police said the crime is in 
violation of Chapter 14, 

Subchapter "A" Section 14.1 of 
the Revised Penal Code of 
Liberia. 

The police charge sheet in the 
possession of this paper disclosed 
that defendant Targbe was 
turned over to the the Crimes 
Against Person Unit (CAPU) of the 
L i be r i a  Na t i ona l  Po l i ce ,  
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  h e r  
constitutional right, investigated 
and subsequently charged with 
the crime of circumstantial 
murder. 

According to police, the 
deceased’s clothes remained in 
defendant Targbe’s house while 
his lifeless body was discovered 
in the swamp at the back of the 
accused’s house. 

The deceased was discovered 
wearing only a blue boxer, police 
said. 

Police said the back of his neck 
was swollen and he had a blunt 
force mark at the back of his 
head. 

The police charge sheet 
detailed that investigation 
determined that defendant 
Targbe and the victim were 
lovers. 
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CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Police jail woman for allegedly murdering spouse

By Lincoln G. Peters 

Defendant Targbe being taken by police to jail
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