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outh African health 

Sofficials are urging 
COVID-19 vaccine 

manufacturer Aspen to keep 
its plant in the Eastern Cape 
province open. This follows a 
Reuters article quoting 
Aspen’s senior director saying 
they may have to shut down 
as there have been no orders 
for their rebranded COVID 
vaccine.

A South African-owned 
subsidiary of pharmaceutical 
giant Aspen struck a deal with 
American company Johnson 
& Johnson in March to 
package, price, sell and 
distribute its vaccine in 
Africa.

T h i s  v a c c i n e  w a s  
rebranded as Aspenovax.

The move was hailed by 
many as there had been much 
concern about Africa’s 
r e l i ance  on  impor ted  
vaccines which were often 
costly and at times in short 
supply.

But there have been no 
orders for Aspenovax. South 
Africa’s National Health 
Department Spokesperson 
Foster Mohale said the lack of 
orders  i s  due to low 
vaccination rates not only at 

home, but globally.
“Vaccine hesitancy is one of 

the factors which contribute to 
these low vaccination rates or 
demand for more vaccines which 
also affect the production. 
B e c a u s e  o b v i o u s l y  w e  
understand that they are in a 
business, they can’t keep on 
producing vaccines when they 
know that the demand for 
vaccines is very low. So, we 
understand the situation where 
they are, and we sympathize 
with them,” he said.

Mohale said for now, South 
Africa has enough vaccines. He 

season which is a few weeks 
away from now. As you can 
see the number of daily 
COVID-19 patients has been 
rising for the past seven 
days,” he said.

P r o f e s s o r  P e t r o  
Terblanche, who is the 
managing director of South 
African company, Afrigen, 
which in a continent-first 
made an mRNA COVID 
vaccine using Moderna’s data 
— said the situation at Aspen 
is a tragedy for the industry.

“This is just indicating 

adds that in March, 100,000 
vaccines expired. And more 
are due to expire in June and 
July.

However, he said that 
Aspen’s vaccine plant is 
important because no one 
knows what the future holds.

“We will try to engage 
them not to rush their 
decision precisely because we 
anticipate especially our 
s c i e n t i s t s ,  o u r  
e p i d e m i o l o g i s t s ,  w e  
anticipate that the fifth wave 
might hit the country, South 
Africa, during the winter 

K
enyan authorities 
a r e  t r a i n i n g  
domestic workers 

who accept jobs in the Middle 
East about their rights after 
years of reported abuses 
there, including beatings, 
rapes and deaths.

It's been a year since 
Bernard Njenga learned his 
wife, Esther Thuku, had died 
in Saudi Arabia, where she 
had been a domestic worker 
for three years.

Saudi authorities reported 
that his wife had committed 
suicide at her employer's 

home, Njenga said, but he 
believes the mother of four was 
murdered.

Njenga said his wife's body did 
not have any marks that would 
show that she had hanged 
herself. It appeared the body 
had been buried because it was 
very dirty and looked like she 
had been stabbed on the left 
side, he added.

Kenyan authorities say that 
since November, at least 23 
domestic workers have died 
while working in the Middle East. 
Most of those deaths occurred in 
Saudi Arabia, according to labor 

officials.
Saudi authorities have 

reported that all 23 of those 
deaths resulted from cardiac 
arrest.

In April of 2020, rights 
advocacy group Amnesty 
International reported that 
Kenyans who have jobs as 
domestic workers in the 
Middle East often complain of 
lack of payment, forced labor, 
physical abuse, rape and 
d a n g e r o u s  w o r k i n g  
conditions.

Now, Kenya is offering 
safety training for domestic 
workers who take jobs 
abroad.

"When you don't train 
them, basically, you are 
exposing them to a lot of 
exploitation and abuse," said 
Edith Murogo, director at East 
Africa Institute of Homecare 
Management in Nairobi. "Part 
of the training also includes 
labor rights awareness. They 
have to know how to bargain 
and talk to employees about 
decent terms and conditions 
of employment."

An estimated 30,000 
Kenyans migrate to the Middle 

East to find work each year.
Kenya's cabinet secretary 

for labor, Simon Chelugui, 
said his department is 
working with Saudi officials 
on labor law reforms.

“We would want them also 
to upscale their law to 
p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s  a n d  
employers equally, not to 
discriminate and have the 
attitude of the employer is 
right always," Chelugui said. 

"Number two is the pay is 
reasonable and commensurate to 
the work."

VOA reached out to the Saudi 
embassy in Nairobi for comment 
on alleged mistreatment and 
deaths of Kenyan workers. In an 
email response, the embassy said 
the kingdom does not condone 
illegal and ill treatment of anyone 
and said Riyadh is working with 
Nairobi to protect citizens from 
any offense. VOA

again how important it is that this 
continent looks at policy reform. 
This is about how are we going to 
make sure  that  we g ive  
preferential procurement to local 
companies. How are we going to 
make sure that we create a 
marketplace and eco-system that 
will absorb local capacity? 
Otherwise, we will not have 
capacity locally in a sustainable 
manner and we’re going to get the 
next pandemic and we will be 
unprepared, and we will not have 
health security,” said Terblanche. 
VOA

 group of Kenyans 

Ahave sought Prince 
William's help in 

getting reparations paid for 
what they say are human 
rights abuses committed and 
land stolen during British 
colonial rule.

They also want an apology 
from the UK government.

The group is composed of 
people from the Talai and 
Kipsigis clans in Kenya's 
western Kericho county.

In a letter to the Duke of 
Cambridge, lawyer Joel 
Kimutai Bosek said the UK 
government had refused to 
engage with the victims and 
their representatives.

He said a request to meet 
officials from the UK's 
Foreign, Commonwealth and 

Development Office had been 
denied this week and no 
opportunity to resolve the 
matter had been offered.

Last year, six UN special 
rapporteurs wrote to the UK 
government expressing concern 
over its failure to provide 
“ef fect ive  remedies  and  
reparations” to the two clans 
who were brutally evicted from 
their farms by the British army in 
the late 1800s to mid 1960s to 
make way tea plantations owned 
by white settlers.

I n  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  U K  
government said that in 2013 it 
“made a settlement in the Mau 
Mau emergency case of 1952-
1963 and therefore do not need 
to provide any further apology or 
reparation”. BBC

Workers at the South African pharmaceutical major Aspen Pharmacare pass a bottle
at its Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine facility in Gqeberha, South Africa

Travelers wearing masks walk at Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport in Nairobi

The Duke Of Cambridge, who is second in line to the
British throne, has made several visits to Kenya

South Africa Urges Africa’s First COVID-19
Vaccine Plant to Keep Its Doors Open

Kenya Trains Domestic Workers
in Middle East About Rights

Kenyans petition Prince William
over land evictions
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ONDON – This year must mark a global turning 

Lpoint. Whereas international cooperation 
often failed in 2020, we now have an 

opportunity – and the responsibility – to usher in a 
new era in which a healthier, greener, safer, and 
fairer world is possible.

The great truth that has emerged from the 
coronavirus pandemic is that no one, anywhere, is 
safe from COVID-19 until everyone, everywhere, 
is safe. The first step, which will pay for itself 
many times over, is to ensure mass vaccination in 
every affected country. Support from the G7 and 
G20 that will make vaccines readily accessible to 
low- and middle-income countries is not an act of 
charity; it is in every country’s strategic interest. 
Indeed, the International Monetary Fund believes 
that such support would be the best public 
investment ever made.

At the G7 summit this week in Cornwall, member 
states and their invitees should lead the way by 
guaranteeing to pay 67% of required funding for 
the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator 
this year and next. This is based on a fair-share 
financing approach and a financial burden-sharing 
formula proposed by the governments of Norway 
and South Africa, and reflects a realistic 
assessment of countries’ ability to pay.

The G7 should also lead the way in support of dose 
sharing and voluntary licensing agreements, 
potentially including temporary patent waivers 
that would allow the knowledge and technology 
transfer needed to manufacture vaccines on every 
continent.

Moreover, the world’s multilateral and regional 
financial institutions should be asked to release 
new resources for low- and middle-income 
countries to strengthen their health systems’ 
capacity. And they should also support 
implementation of the detailed recommendations 
of the recent report to the World Health 
Organization by the Independent Panel for 
Pandemic Preparedness and Response.

Global economic policy alignment will be crucial 
in rebuilding the world economy in the pandemic’s 
wake. We were fortunate that, over the past year, 
in the initial COVID-19 recovery phase, most 
countries followed similar policies, resulting in an 
acceptable level of alignment. What we need now 
is an agreed global growth plan with coordinated 
monetary and fiscal interventions to prevent an 
uneven and unbalanced recovery – and ensure a 
more inclusive, equitable, and greener future. For 
example, the IMF’s proposals for a synchronized 
push on infrastructure, including green 
infrastructure, across all continents would, if 
adopted by the G7 and G20, raise global economic 
output by a projected $2 trillion by 2025.

The G20 and G7 must also address the growing 
divergence caused by differences in health 
outcomes and uncoordinated macroeconomic 
policy approaches. While most advanced 
economies can look forward to strong growth and 
widely available vaccines, much of the emerging 
and developing world must face the new waves 
and new variants of the virus with depleted 
economic and social buffers. Following a slow 
recovery in global trade and foreign direct 
investment, many countries face rising debt and 
falling tax revenues, as well as declining aid flows.

With up to 150 million more people forced into 
poverty by COVID-19, and with widespread cuts in 
health-care and education budgets, the pandemic 
may have delayed progress toward the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by up to 

five years, with girls and women suffering most. We 
call on the G7 to extend their initiative on girls’ 
education and to support the UNICEF plan for 
digital connectivity that ensures the inclusion of all 
young people.

The G7 and G20 can help to bridge the financing 
gaps faced by vulnerable countries and act to 
restore a viable path toward the SDGs. This will 
require the multilateral development banks to 
deploy more finance, more efficiently, optimizing 
their balance sheets and reviewing their capital 
adequacy framework, as already requested by the 
G20, and consider replenishments. In this respect, 
we need to examine new guarantee-based 
instruments to crowd in private-sector finance for 
health, education, and social safety nets, and we 
need to make progress on international agreements 
to curtail tax avoidance such as the global minimum 
rate recently backed by G7 finance ministers.

In addition, we must redouble our efforts to ensure 
debt sustainability for low- and middle-income 
countries. That means extending the G20’s Debt 
Service Suspension Initiative and encouraging 
broader participation by private creditors, and 
possibly by non-G20 official creditors, in the new 
Common Framework for Debt Treatments. Success 
will depend on greater transparency on the part of 
both debtors and creditors.

This year is also vital for progress toward reaching 
net-zero carbon dioxide emissions by 2050. In 
advance of the United Nations climate summit 
(COP26) in Glasgow this November, the G7 and G20 
countries must announce bold national 
commitments. They must require companies to 
disclose their carbon footprints, deliver on the 
proposed fund for mitigation and adaptation in low- 
and lower-middle-income countries, and ensure 
that their economic recovery plans boost 
renewables and green infrastructure.

This is not a task for national governments alone. 
Firms, cities, and multilateral institutions all must 
be at the center of efforts to achieve net-zero 
emissions by mid-century. And, as with the post-
pandemic global recovery, the coordinated efforts 
we need must be set firmly in place this year.

This commentary is signed by: María Elena Agüero – 
Secretary-General of Club de Madrid; Bertie Ahern 
Taoiseach of the Republic of Ireland (1997-2008); 
Philippe Aghion – Professor of Economics, Collège 
de France and the London School of Economics; 
Shamshad Akhtar – 14th Governor of the State Bank 
of Pakistan, former vice president of the World 
Bank for the Middle-East and North Africa and 
member of GWL Voices; Farida Allaghi – former 
Ambassador of Libya to EU; Amat Alsoswa – Yemen's 
first female ambassador and minister, member of 
GWL Voices, former assistant secretary-general, 
assistant administrator, and director of UNDP's 
Regional Bureau for Arab States; Abdulaziz Altwaijri 
– former Director General of ISESCO; Rosalia 
Arteaga – President of Ecuador 1997; Shaukat Aziz – 
Prime Minister of Pakistan (2004-07); Jean 
Badershneider – Vice President of Exxon Mobile 
2000-13 and CEO and Founding Board Member 
Global Fund to End Modern Slavery; Jan Peter 
Balkenende – Prime Minister of The Netherlands 
(2002-10); Joyce Banda – President of Malawi (2012-
14); Ajay Banga – Executive Chairman of 
Mastercard; Kaushik Basu – President of the 
International Economic Association and Chief 
Economist of the World Bank (2012-16); Oliver Bäte 
– CEO of Allianz Group; Marek Belka – Prime Minister 
of Poland 2004-05 and President of the National 
Bank of Poland 2010-16; Carol Bellamy – Chair of 
ECPAT International, former chair of the board of 
the Global Community Engagement and Resilience. 
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The World Needs a Breakthrough Year

By Graça Machel, Helen Clark,
Mary Robinson, Ban Ki-moon,

and Gordon Brown
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THE ROBERTS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, once a pride 
of Liberia, has sunk to its lowest ebb as a result of 
Managerial incompetence characterized by 
partisanship and nepotism. The Airport can no longer 
meet basic international standards due to lack of 
electricity thus, forcing flights bringing passengers to 
Liberia to turn away.

ANY SERIOUS GOVERNMENT OR country should not 
allow this to happen or to become a pattern as it is 
being experienced in Liberia. Why should services at 
our national airport degenerate to this level due to 
lack of basic thing like electricity?

OUR ATTENTION IS DRAWN to report that SN Brussels 
Airlines with destination to Liberia was constrained 
upon arrival at RIA to return to neighboring Sierra 
Leone because of lack of electricity at the runway 
and air control tower!

HOW DOES THE WEAH administration expect to grow 
revenue when the airport which serves as one of the 
major sources of revenue generation is crumbling 
under his watch without taking action? Does this 
administration understand what it means to operate 
an international airport?

NO WONDER WHY A major airline like Air France has 
suspended flight here, because we seem not to be 
presenting ourselves as a serious people and country.

IT IS IN THIS light that we welcome call by the 
President of the Liberia Council of Churches Bishop 
Kortu Brown for President George Manneh Weah to 
immediately dismiss the entire management team at 
the Roberts International Airport (RIA) for gross 
incompetence.

“YOU DON'T RUN [A] government like that. If 
President Weah wants his government to be taken 
seriously, then he must take action to avoid 
embarrassment,” Bishop Brown expressed in 
frustrations.

PEOPLE SHOULD NOT GO with impunity for glaring 
lackadaisical attitude at the nation’s airport. They 
must be made to account for their ineptitude and the 
ball stops at the feet of President Weah.

THIS COUNCIL OF CHURCHES has added its voice to 
the many voices decrying poor services at the RIA. 
President Weah has reportedly provided solar light at 
the airport to ensure continuous electricity but what 
went wrong that forced SN Brussels to return to Sierra 
Leone without getting attention from Liberian 
authorities?

THE RIA HAS BEEN found wanting at all levels from 
COVID-19 testing, cargo handling and much more 
since the Weah administration came to power. This 
needs to be checked. Lest the government should 
forget, this is a serious image problem that it needs to 
address immediately before things turn ugly one day 
at the airport.

Averting calamity at R.I.A.
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Tailor-made training to fill in the capacity gap identified.
Review and advice on ways of minimizing staff attraction, and communications strategy for

massive awareness and sensitization for MTEF implementation Article       Article
Putin’s War Is Damaging
the Developing World

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.  www.project-syndicate.org

t is difficult to see any winners in the 

Iongoing war caused by Russia’s 
irrational and devastating invasion of 

Ukraine. But the losers extend far beyond 
the people of Ukraine, who are being 
attacked, and the people of Russia, who 
did not choose this war but now must 
endure an economy being dismantled by 
trade and financial sanctions. The 
economic impact of the conflict will be 
felt around the world, including in many 
developing countries that are already 
struggling to recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic.

One immediate concern is the effect of 
rising oil prices. The price of benchmark 
Brent crude recently jumped by 20% to 
more than $139 per barrel, its highest 
level since 2008 – probably in response to 
news that the United States and its 
European allies were discussing a possible 
ban on imports of Russian oil, which had so 
far been exempt from Western sanctions. 
(On March 8, the US announced a ban on 
imports of Russian energy products, while 
the United Kingdom pledged to phase out 
imports of Russian oil and oil products by 
the end of 2022.)

But global energy prices had already been 
soaring, following a period of dramatic 
volatility during the pandemic. The price 
of Brent crude, which had fallen to as low 
as $9 per barrel in April 2020 at the height 
of the pandemic’s first wave, rose above 
$90 per barrel in January 2022. Since then, 
the Ukraine war has put further upward 
pressure on oil and gas prices.

Western media have focused on the 
impact of rising energy prices in Europe, 
which relies heavily on natural gas imports 
from Russia. But most of the world’s oil 
and gas importers are much poorer. Many 
of these countries were unable to mount 
fiscal responses to the pandemic on the 
scale of those in the US and other 
advanced economies, and have since 
experienced much weaker recoveries in 
output and employment. This latest oil-
price spike is a blow they can ill afford, as 
it is likely to generate balance-of-
payments problems and domestic 
inflationary pressures that will be tough to 
combat in the current uncertain context.

Of course, the additional inflationary 
pressures from the Ukraine war are also 
complicating the challenge that 
policymakers in rich Western economies 
face in tackling rising prices without 
causing a hard economic landing. Oil is a 
universal intermediary good, which 
influences the costs of commodities and 
services, as well as transport costs, in 
multiple ways.

Oil-price increases can thus be a 
significant driver of cost-push inflation 
even at the best of times. But inflation in 
rich countries was already at levels they 
had almost forgotten. Policymakers also 
appear to consider only the most 
simplistic weapons against inflation, like 
raising interest rates and tightening 
liquidity, which do little to address cost-
push pressure and could cause a real 
economic downturn.

But the challenges are greater still in the 

developing world, leaving policymakers 
with even less wiggle room. The dramatic 
recent increase in oil prices obviously 
affects oil-importing countries directly, 
and will feed into all other prices through 
rising input and transport costs.

The tragedy playing out in Ukraine is also 
increasing global food prices, creating even 
more pain in developing countries where 
hunger had already increased dramatically 
during the pandemic. Before the war, 
Ukraine was the world’s fifth-largest wheat 
exporter, and also a major exporter of 
barley, corn, rapeseed, and sunflower oil. 
The prices of these commodities in global 
trade have risen significantly, adding to 
recent increases in crop prices generally.

Now there is a further danger: Financial 
investors who had been betting on 
speculative asset markets will need to find 
other places to park their money, and food 
futures could emerge as a favored 
destination. In the first five days of March, 
the price of wheat futures at the Chicago 
Board of Trade increased by 40%, putting it 
on track for its largest weekly increase 
since 1959.

Crop production in developing countries 
could also be hit by fertilizer shortages. 
Russia, the world’s largest wheat exporter, 
is also a major fertilizer producer, and 
disruptions to these exports will push 
global food prices even higher.

We previously saw parts of this movie in 
otherwise peaceful times, just before the 
global financial crisis, and it was a dark and 
depressing story even then. The food crisis 
that resulted from financial-market 
speculation in 2007-08 led to massive 
increases in hunger and devastated the 
lives of hundreds of millions of people in 
developing countries. That crisis occurred 
even though global supply and demand of 
food items did not change much. But now, 
with real reductions in global food supply 
almost inevitable, the price rises could be 
greater and longer-lasting. If speculative 
pressure increases, already fragile 
economies will be damaged even more.

It may not be surprising that the G7 (whose 
recent track record as a self-appointed 
leader of the global economy is hardly 
distinguished) is not expressing much 
concern about these real and pressing 
dangers. But multilateral organizations 
surely need to step up in this time of crisis, 
at the very least by providing compensatory 
financing to help the developing world cope 
with multiple price shocks, and suggesting 
and enabling regulations to prevent 
speculation in essential markets.

Without such efforts, Russia’s war against 
Ukraine will wreak much more damage on 
the global economy – and poorer countries 
will be among the hardest hit.

Jayati Ghosh, Executive Secretary of 
International Development Economics 
Associates, is Professor of Economics at 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
and a member of the Independent 
Commission for the Reform of 
International Corporate Taxation.

By Jayati Ghosh
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T
he Grand Mufti of 
L i b e r i a  S h e i k h  
Abubakar Sumaworo 

has strongly warned the Weah 
administration against giving 
right to jihadists to establish 
mosque or school in Liberia.

Sheikh Sumaworo said 

jihadists are sect of Muslims 
that travel from one country 
to another, causing confusion 
among other Muslims, adding 
that they are often linked to 
terrorist groups hence, the 
Government of Liberia should 
not allow them into the 
country to establish mosque 
or school.

"We are hearing that the 
jihad regime is about to 
spread in some parts of 
Af r ica,  and with  the  
information we gathered so 
far is that wherever they 
reach, they can establish the 
jihad war, school, including 
mosque and these could 
subsequent l y  l ead  to  

terrorism”, he further 
cautioned.

Grand Mufti Sumaworo 
gave the warning on Monday, 
May 2, 2022 when he 
delivered the final sermon to 
mark the end of Ramadan 
Month at the Gurley Street 
Mosque in Central Monrovia

"We are here to renew our 

call to this government that 
they should not permit any 
country that will come to 
establish a jihad regime, if 
they do, they will be held 
liable for any insecurity that 
will take place now or in the 
future", the Liberian Muslim 
Cleric stressed.

At the same time, he called 
on fellow Muslims to remain 
calm in their quest to have a 
Muslim holiday in the country, 
saying “We as Muslims refrain 
from any form of violence, as 
we come to the final prayer of 
the holy month.”

Mufti Sumaworo reiterated 
the Muslims’ commitment to 
peace and religious harmony 
d e s p i t e  c h a l l e n g e s ,  
maintaining that Muslims in 
Liberia believe in moderation 
and do not accept violence as 
m e a n s  o f  r e s o l v i n g  
disenchantment with the 
government.

However, Shia Muslims 
here have denounced the 
statement by the Grand Mufti 
and called for retraction 
immediately.

According to research, Shia 
is the second largest branch of 
Islam, followed by 10 to 15 
percent of all Muslims around 
the world. Followers of the 
faith believe that the Iman is 
sinless and that his authority 
is infallible because it directly 
comes from God. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

By Lewis S. Teh

would also help answer related 
questions, such as “how are 
senior government officials 
reported to have constructed 
mans ions  and  apar tment  
complexes in Liberia and 
elsewhere, on government 
salaries?”

“The good news is that there 
are some simple steps that can be 
taken to push back the tide of 
corruption, and like assert 
declaration others are Judicial 
and legislative independence are 
fundamental to the health of a 
democracy,” he said.  

“Why do we regularly see 
stories in local media, and hear so 
often from Liberian officials 
themselves, that the integrity 
and independence of the judicial 
and legislative branches of 
government are routinely 
compromised by influence and 
pressure, including from the 
execut ive branch?” Amb. 
McCarthy wondered. 

He said he believes a joint 
effort by all branches of 
government could put a quick 
stop to this. 

“Integrity institutions are 
designed to strengthen the fabric 
of democracy in Liberia but they 
require adequate funding and 
government support for fulfilling 
their legal mandate,” said Amb. 
McCarthy.  

Instead, he said he is told 
repeatedly that L iberia’s  
integrity institutions suffer from 
inadequate budgets, cash flow 
interruptions and lack of 
government support that in many 
cases prevents them from 
meeting their mandate.  

He stated that “some of them 
even tell us that they are under 
political pressure to NOT fulfill 
their mandate. Many Liberians 
insist that integrity institutions 
do not prosecute politically 
connected defendants.’’

The U.S Envoy argued that 
county governments comprise a 
fundamental component of 
Liberia’s democracy. But he 
wondered why don’t counties 
receive the level of funding due to 
them under Liberian law, adding 
that the Liberia National Police is 
severely understaffed and under-
funded. 

He said although police 
corruption may well exist because 
it is heard of police officers asking 
victims or their families for gas 
money, [it happens] not because 
they wish to enrich themselves, 
but because their own government 
fails to provide the basic 
operational funding needed to fill 
a tank of gas to respond to 
emergencies.  

“A l though  the  L ibe r i an  
government has announced plans 
to recruit 1,000 officers, the LNP 
has not yet received funds to start 
this desperately needed process,” 
Amb. McCarthy noted.

He said each day’s delay 
maintains the status quo of 
insecurity in Liberia and raises 
concerns that in the end, the 
recruitment process will be rushed 
and politically influenced, rather 
than a transparent process 
designed to train those who truly 
desire to serve and protect 
Liberia’s citizens. 

Mr. McCarthy concluded by 
saying “in a healthy democracy, 
citizens are entitled to ask these 
kinds of questions of their 
government.”

He  cont inued  that  the  
“government is obligated to 
provide transparent and truthful 
responses but what we find too 
often in Liberia today is that, while 
the media environment readily 
permits such questions, those who 
ask them are treated as political 
enemies, and comprehensive 
answers are rarely forthcoming.”

more headline news       more headline news 
Starts from page 11 
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Corruption is enemyDon’t allow jihadists in Liberia
-Grand Mufti warns government

Women inclusion in
politics takes shift
A

head of the 2023 
presidential and 
l e g i s l a t i v e  

elections, the Angie Brooks 
International Center (ABIC) 
o r g a n i z e d  a  g e n d e r  
conversation of a one - day 
mediation dialogue with 
women leaders from political 
pa r t i e s ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  
organizations (CSOs) and 

communities.
The dialogue was held 

under the auspices of the 
flagship program of “The 
Women Situation Room" to 
strengthen the participation 
of women in politics.

The initiative is being 
undertaken under the 
“Sustainable and Inclusive 
Peace in Liberia through 
p r o m o t i n g  w o m e n ’ s  
leadership and participation 

in civic and political life and 
their Strengthened Role in 

Conflict Resolution” in 
partnership with ZOA. 

Furing came from the 
United Nations Peacebuilding 
Fund. 

The program held in the 
Cecil Dennis Auditorium at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
brought together women 
f r o m  2 0  c o m m u n i t i e s  
including 10 from Bong 
C o u n t y  a n d  1 0  f r o m  
Montserrado County.  

Communities from Bong 
include  Belefanai, Gbarnga 
C o m m u n i t y,  S u a k o k o ,  
Wainsue, Palala, Gbartala, 
Folobia, Cuttington, Salala, 
and Totota community.  

C o m m u n i t i e s  f r o m  
M o n t s e r r a d o  i n c l u d e d  
Gardnesville, PHP, King Gray, 
Todee, Bentol, Clara Town, 
Westpoint, New Kru Town, 
District #8 and Crozierville.

 Political parties attending 
the program were Alternative 
National Congress, Liberia 
Transportation Party, Union of 
Liberia Democrats, ALCOP, 
Redemption Democratic 
Change, People's Unification 
Party, New Liberia Party, 

Coalition for Liberia's Progress, 
All Liberian Party, National 
Patr iotic Party, People 's  
Liberation Party, Unity Party, 
and Coalition for Democratic 
Change. 

A discussion at the dialogue 
included understanding the 
trajectory of women's political 
participation in Liberia; 
identifying barriers that 
prevent women's political 
participation; breaking the 
barriers and stereotypes against 
women's political participation; 
and towards 2023, how to 
increase women's participation 
in the upcoming election. 

At the opening of the 
discussion session, the former 
Chief Justice of the Republic of 
Liberia, Cllr. Frances Johnson 
Allison urged the participating 
women to be fearless of their 
decision to participate in 
politics. 

"We got to be fearless about 
this thing. No matter what we 
do men have to be there so that 
we can work together," she told 
the participating women.

Following Cllr. Johnson 

Allison's statement, the women 
raised concern about how they 
are not educated and it could 
prevent them from competing 
with their male counterparts. 

They also encouraged their 
fellow women to support one 
another and not to breed envy 
among themselves.

The further raised concern 
about the registration fee for 
candidates at the National 
E l e c t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  
describing it as a recipe to 
prevent women from venturing 
into politics.  

The added that women who 
will ascend to public offices 
should fight illicit drugs which 
they said is destroying the young 
generation among other things.

Winnie Johnson, a participant 
from West Point said "As women 
we do not love each other, and 
because of that we are not 
supporting our friend women.” 

Winnie was followed by Annie 
Payed, Chief of Office Staff of 
Senator Botoe Kanneh, telling 
the gathering that women are 
not availing themselves to 
support other women. 
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L
a réé lect ion  du  
président George 
Weah sera un suicide 

complet pour le pays, estime 
Me Tiawan Gongloe, candidat 
d é c l a r é  à  l ’ é l e c t i o n  
présidentielle de 2023. 

Me Gongloe, connu comme 
l’avocat du pauvre ici, est 
convaincu que l’on ne pourra 
mettre fin aux souffrances du 
libérien qu’en n'accordant 
pas un second mandat au 
président en exercice, 
George Weah.

Pourtant, les partis de 

a sénatrice Nyonblee 

LKarnga-Lawrence, 
leader politique du 

Parti de la liberté (LP), et 
Musa Hassan Bility, président 
du même parti, ont chacun 
déposé leur version des 
textes du parti auprès de la 
Commiss ion électorale 
n a t i o n a l e  ( N E C ) ,  
conformément à l’injonction 
de la juge Jamesetta Howard 
– Wolokollie, juge de la cour 
suprême.

Le week-end dernier, la 
juge Howard – Wolokollie a 
donné 72 heures à M. Bility 
pour retirer les statuts et 
règlement de 2021 du Liberty 
Party pour y apporter une 
correction.

Le lundi 2 mai 2022, Bility 
a retiré le document, 
apporté des corrections et 
l’a soumis à nouveau à la NEC 
tandis que la faction de 
K a r n g a - L a w r e n c e  a  
également déposé sa version 
du document auprès de la 
NEC le mardi 3 mai 2022.

Une cr i se  pol i t ique 
interne entre M. Bility et le 
leader politique du Liberty 
Party, la sénatrice du comté 
de Grand Bassa, Nyonblee 

l’opposition sont à couteaux 
tirés les uns avec les autres. 
Même les partis membres de la 
prometteuse Collaboration des 
partis politiques (CPP) se 
traînent devant les tribunaux 
pour être poursuivis par le 
gouvernement en place.

Il reste à voir dans l’état 
actuel des choses si les partis de 
l’opposition pourront à la 
dernière heure se rallier pour 
affronter en rang serré le régime 
du président Weah en 2023.

Me Gongloe pense que M. 
Weah n’a pas tenu les promesses 

Karnga Lawrence, a divisé le 
parti d’opposition en deux 
factions.

Bility et Karnga-Lawrence se 
sont expulsé mutuellement du 
parti.

La faction de Bility a 
récemment sol l ic i té  des  
candidatures de personnes 
intéressées pour le poste de 
leader politique du LP, tandis 
que la faction Karnga – Lawrence 
a également son propre 
président, le sénateur du comté 

qu’il a faites lors des élections 
de 2017 et que la “corruption 
m a s s i v e ”  s o u s  s o n  
administration devrait être 
une raison pour le démettre 
de ses fonctions.

S’exprimant dans une 
i n t e r v i e w  a v e c  d e s  
journalistes dans son bureau 
le lundi 2 mai 2022, l’ancien 
président de l’Association 
nationale du barreau du 
Libéria a dit que le président 
Weah n’est pas un dirigeant 
exemplaire car il cumule des 
richesses douteuse depuis 
qu’il est devenu président.

 Le peuple libérien, selon 
lui, est en proie à d’énormes 
difficultés parce qu’il a été 
abandonné par Weah et ses 
officiels qui ne sont intéressés 
que par le remplissage de 
leurs poches, tandis que les 
citoyens languissent dans une 
pauvreté abjecte.

Il a dénoncé le fait que 
l ’ équ ipe  na t i ona le  de  
football, le Lone Star, ne peut 
jouer sur son propre sol en 
raison de la sanction imposée 
par la Confédération africaine 
de football (CAF) au Complexe 
sportif Samuel Kanyon Doe 
sous la présidence de Weah.

de Lofa, Steve Zargo.
Néanmoins, la faction LP 

de Nyonblee a récemment 
demandé à la Cour suprême 
d u  L i b é r i a  u n  b r e f  
d ’ i n t e r d i c t i o n  d e  l a  
convention que la faction de 
Bility envisageait d’organiser.

À la suite de la requête, la 
Cour suprême a ordonné la 
suspension de la convention 
et convoqué les parties à une 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

L’aéroport international Roberts, autrefois une fierté du 
Libéria, a sombré à son plus bas niveau en raison de 
l’incompétence de sa direction.

L’aéroport ne peut plus répondre aux normes 
internationales de base en raison du manque 
d’électricité, obligeant ainsi les vols en destination du 
Libéria à faire demi-tour.

Tout gouvernement ou pays qui se dit sérieux ne devrait 
pas permettre que cela se produise. Pourquoi les services 
de notre aéroport national devraient-ils dégénérer à ce 
niveau en raison du manque d’électricité ?

SN Brussels Airlines à destination du Libéria a été 
contraint à son arrivée à RIA de regagner la Sierra Leone 
voisine à cause du manque d’électricité au niveau de la 
piste et de la tour de contrôle aérien!

Comment l’administration Weah espère-t-elle 
augmenter ses revenus alors que l’aéroport, qui 
constitue l’une des principales sources de génération de 
revenus, s’effondre sans qu’il n’agisse ? Cette 
administration comprend-elle ce que signifie exploiter 
un aéroport international ?

Ce n’est pas étonnant qu’une grande compagnie 
aérienne comme Air France suspende ses vols ici, parce 
que nous n’avons pas l’air sérieux.

C’est dans cette optique que nous nous félicitons de 
l’appel que le président du Conseil des Églises du Libéria, 
Mgr Kortu Brown, a lancé au président George Manneh 
Weah lui demandant de licencier immédiatement toute 
l’équipe de direction de l’aéroport international Roberts 
(RIA) pour incompétence flagrante.

« Ce n’est comme ça qu’on dirige un gouvernement. Si le 
président Weah veut que son gouvernement soit pris au 
sérieux, alors il doit prendre des mesures pour éviter 
l’embarras », a exprimé Mgr Brown avec frustration.
Les gens ne devraient pas faire ce qu’ils veulent en toute 
impunité. Il faut qu’ils rendent compte de leur 
incompétence. Il incombe au président Weah de prendre 
toutes ses responsabilités.

Le Conseil des Églises a ajouté sa voix aux nombreuses 
voix qui dénoncent les mauvais services à la RIA. Le 
président Weah aurait fourni des panneaux solaires à 
l’aéroport pour avoir de l’électricité en continue, mais il 
faut qu’on sache ce qui s’est passé. Pourquoi SN Brussels 
a été obligé retourner en Sierra Leone ?

Le RIA a des problèmes à tous les niveaux, depuis les tests 
COVID-19, la manutention des marchandises et bien plus 
encore depuis l’arrivée au pouvoir de l’administration 
Weah. Cela doit être vérifié. Il ne faut pas que le 
gouvernement oublie qu’il y va notre image. Il faut tout 
régler immédiatement avant que les choses ne tournent 
au mal un jour à l’aéroport.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Il faut éviter une 
calamité à R.I.A.
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Une réélection de Weah constituera un suicide
pour le Libéria, estime Me Tiawan Gongloe 

Nyonblee et Bility soumettent des versions
différentes des textes de leur parti à la NEC
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ONDRES – Cette année constitue un tournant 

Lpour la planète. Même si la coopération 
internationale a souvent échoué en 2020, nous 

avons maintenant l'occasion - et la responsabilité - de 
faire que la nouvelle ère qui s'ouvre soit plus 
équitable et plus protectrice de la nature et des 
hommes partout dans le monde.

La pandémie de COVID-19 nous a appris que personne 
ne sera en sécurité tant que le monde entier ne le sera 
pas. La première étape, qui rapportera beaucoup plus 
qu'elle ne coûte, est de parvenir à une vaccination de 
masse dans tous les pays affectés. L'aide du G7 et du 
G20 pour vacciner aussi tôt que possible la population 
des pays à revenu faible et intermédiaire n'est en rien 
un acte de charité, car c'est dans l'intérêt de tous. Le 
FMI estime même que ce sera l'investissement public 
le plus rentable jamais réalisé.

Lors du sommet du G7 qui se tient ce week-end en 
Cornouailles, les Etats membres et leurs invités 
devraient ouvrir la voie et s'engager à fournir cette 
année et l'année prochaine 67 % du budget nécessaire 
au dispositif d'accélération d'accès aux outils de lutte 
contre le COVID-19 (ACT, Access to COVID-19 Tools). 
Ce pourcentage est basé sur le principe d'un 
financement équitable et sur une formule de partage 
de la charge financière proposés par la Norvège et 
l'Afrique du Sud qui prennent en compte la capacité 
de paiement réelle de chaque pays.

Le G7 devrait également montrer l'exemple en ce qui 
concerne le partage des doses de vaccin et les accords 
de licence volontaire qui pourraient inclure des 
dérogations temporaires aux brevets. Cela 
permettrait le transfert de savoir et de technologie 
nécessaires à la fabrication de vaccins sur tous les 
continents.

En outre, il faut demander aux institutions financières 
multilatérales et régionales de dégager de nouvelles 
ressources pour les pays à revenu faible ou 
intermédiaire afin de renforcer leur système de 
santé. Elles devraient également soutenir la mise en 
œuvre des recommandations détaillées du récent 
rapport du Groupe indépendant sur la préparation et 
la réponse aux pandémies commandé par l'OMS.

L'alignement des politiques économiques au niveau 
international sera crucial pour reconstruire 
l'économie mondiale dans le sillage de la pandémie. 
Par chance, au cours de l'année écoulée la plupart des 
pays ont adopté des politiques similaires dans la 
phase initiale de reprise économique face au COVID-
19, ce qui a permis un niveau acceptable 
d'alignement. Il faut maintenant se mettre d'accord 
sur un plan de croissance mondial incluant des 
interventions monétaires et budgétaires coordonnées 
pour éviter une reprise inégale et déséquilibrée - et 
garantir un avenir plus inclusif, plus équitable et plus 
vert. Par exemple si le G7 et le G20 les adoptent, les 
propositions du FMI en faveur de mesures 
synchronisées d'amélioration des infrastructures sur 
tous les continents (notamment les infrastructures 
vertes) permettraient d'augmenter la production 
mondiale de 2000 milliards de dollars d'ici 2025.

Le G20 et le G7 doivent également s'attaquer aux 
divergences croissantes dues aux différences de 
résultats en matière de politique de santé et à 
l 'absence de coordination des politiques 
macroéconomiques. La plupart des pays avancés 
peuvent espérer une croissance forte et des vaccins 
largement disponibles. Par contre, une grande partie 
des pays émergents et en développement doit faire 
face aux nouvelles vagues de la pandémie et aux 
nouveaux variants du virus, sans grands moyens pour 
amortir le choc économique et social de la crise. 
Après un lent redémarrage du commerce mondial et 
des investissements directs étrangers, de nombreux 
pays sont confrontés à une augmentation de la dette, 
à une baisse de leurs recettes fiscales et à une 
diminution de l'aide internationale.

Avec prés de 150 millions de personnes qui ont basculé 
dans la pauvreté à cause du COVID-19 et la réduction des 
budgets consacrés à l'éducation et à la santé dans nombre 
de pays, la réalisation des Objectifs de développement 
durable initialement prévue pour 2030 pourrait prendre 
jusqu'à 5 ans de retard ; les femmes et les fillettes en 
seraient alors les premières victimes. Nous appelons le G7 
à élargir son initiative en faveur de l'éducation des filles 
en soutenant le plan de l'UNICEF destiné à combler le fossé 
numérique au sein et entre les diverses populations.

Le G7 et le G20 peuvent contribuer à combler 
l'insuffisance de budget des pays vulnérables pour 
atteindre les Objectifs de développement durable. Les 
banques multilatérales de développement devront y 
consacrer plus de moyens, de manière plus efficace, en 
optimisant leurs bilans et en réexaminant leur dispositif 
d'adéquation des fonds propres comme l'a déjà demandé 
le G20, et envisager leur reconstitution. À cet égard, nous 
devons examiner de nouveaux instruments fondés sur des 
garanties afin d'attirer le financement du secteur privé 
dans les domaines de la santé, de l'éducation et de la 
protection sociale. Nous devons aussi progresser dans la 
mise en œuvre d'accords internationaux visant à réduire 
l'évasion fiscale, incluant notamment un taux minimal 
d'imposition mondial –mesure qui a reçu récemment le 
soutien des ministres des Finances du G7.

Par ailleurs, nous devons redoubler d'efforts pour assurer 
la solvabilité de la dette des pays à revenu faible et 
intermédiaire. Autrement dit, il faut étendre l'Initiative 
de suspension du service de la dette du G20 et encourager 
une participation plus large des créanciers privés, et 
même des créanciers officiels non membres du G20 dans 
le nouveau Cadre commun de traitement de la dette. Le 
succès dépendra d'une plus grande transparence tant de la 
part des débiteurs que des créanciers.

Cette année est également essentielle pour parvenir à des 
émissions nettes nulles de dioxyde de carbone à l'horizon 
2050. Avant le sommet des Nations unies sur le climat 
(COP26) qui se tiendra à Glasgow en novembre, les pays du 
G7 et du G20 doivent annoncer des engagements 
nationaux audacieux. Ils doivent exiger des entreprises 
qu'elles divulguent leur empreinte carbone, mettre en 
place le fonds proposé pour aider les pays à revenu faible 
et moyen inférieur face au réchauffement climatique et 
veiller à ce que leurs plans de relance économique 
favorisent les énergies renouvelables et les 
infrastructures vertes.

Cette tâche n'est pas du ressort exclusif des Etats. Les 
entreprises, les villes et les institutions multilatérales ont 
un rôle essentiel à jouer pour parvenir à des émissions 
nettes nulles de dioxyde de carbone d'ici 2050. De même 
que pour la reprise mondiale post-pandémique, il faut 
mettre en place dès cette année les mesures coordonnées 
pour cela ! 

Traduit de l’anglais par Patrice Horovitz

Cet appel est signé par : María Elena Agüero, secrétaire 
générale du Club de Madrid ; Bertie Ahern, Premier 
ministre de la République d'Irlande de 197à 2008 ; Philippe 
Aghion, professeur d'économie au Collège de France et à 
la London School of Economics ; Shamshad Akhtar, 14° 
gouverneur de la Banque centrale du Pakistan, ancien 
vice-président de la Banque mondiale pour le Moyen-
Orient et l'Afrique du Nord et membre de GWL Voices ; 
Farida Allaghi, ancienne ambassadrice de Libye auprès de 
l'UE ; Amat Alsoswa, première femme ambassadeur et 
première femme ministre du Yémen, membre de GWL 
Voices, ancienne secrétaire générale adjointe, 
administratrice adjointe et directrice du bureau régional 
du PNUD pour les pays arabes ; Abdulaziz Altwaijri, ancien 
directeur général de l'Organisation islamique pour 
l'éducation, les sciences et la culture (ISESCO) ; Rosalia 
Arteaga, présidente de l'Equateur en 1997 ; Shaukat Aziz, 
Premier ministre du Pakistan de 2004 à 2007 ; Jean 
Badershneider, vice-présidente d'Exxon Mobile de 2000 à 
2013, PDG et membre fondatrice du conseil 
d'administration du Fonds mondial pour mettre fin à 
l'esclavage moderne ; Jan Peter Balkenende, Premier 
ministre des Pays-Bas de 2002 à 2010).

« Près de cinq ans après 
l’élection du président Wea à 
la tête du pays, les difficultés 
économiques des électeurs 
pauvres et jeunes, qui lui ont 
d o n n é  u n e  v i c t o i r e  

écrasante, continuent de 
s’aggraver », a-t-il dit avant de 
mettre en cause l’incompétence 
du gouvernement et son 
incapacité à lutter contre la 
corruption.

audience avec la juge 
Howard – Wolokollie, le 29 
avril.

À  l a  s u i t e  d e  l a  
conférence, la juge a 
ordonné que les textes du 
p a r t i  s o i e n t  r e t i r é s  
conformément au protocole 
d’entente de Farmington et 
que toutes les corrections y 
soient apportées et qu’ils 
soient soumis à nouveau à la 
NEC.

S'exprimant lors d'une 
conférence de presse le 
mardi 3 mai, le leader 
politique du LP, la sénateur 
Karnga – Lawrence, a déclaré 
avoir communiqué avec la 
Commiss ion électorale 
nationale pour retirer à 
nouveau officiellement la le 
document modifié et soumis 
par M. Bility et M. Martin 
Kollah, mais cela ne s’est pas 
concrétisé.

Elle a expliqué que le 1er 
m a i  2 0 2 2 ,  i l s  o n t  
communiqué avec tous les 
signataires du protocole 
d’accord de Farmington, y 
compris M. Bility, pour tenir 
une réunion à 9 heures du 
matin mardi pour procéder à 
des corrections appropriées 
conformément au protocole 
d’entente.

« Alors que la réunion 
était sur le point de 
commencer, j’ai reçu un SMS 
du président Bility, comme 
quoi lui et son équipe ont 
travaillé avec la NEC le 2 mai 
2022 pour corriger et 
resoumettre le document en 
l ’ a b s e n c e  d u  l e a d e r  
politique », a-t-elle dit.

M a d a m e  K a r n g a -
Lawrence a indiqué que le 
fait que M. Bility ait soumis le 
document à la NEC à son insu 
m o n t r e  q u ’ i l  v i o l e  
l’ordonnance de la Cour 
suprême, qu’il ne respecte 
pas les textes du Parti de la 
liberté et le règlement et les 
directives de la commission 
électorale nationale.

“Nous avons informé M. 
Bility que conformément à la 
l o i  l i bé r ienne  su r  l a  
procédure civile, section 
1.7, les 72 heures n’incluent 
pas le dimanche et expirent 
donc … le 3 mai 2022”, a-t-
elle déclaré.

Mme Karnga-Lawrence a 
en outre expliqué que Bility 
avait également été informé 
que la NEC n’avait aucune 
compé tence  s u r  l e u r  

processus de correction, et que 
le faire ensemble en tant que 
partie était conforme au 
mandat du tribunal.

Elle a dit que jusqu’à la fin 
des 72 heures, il n’y avait pas eu 
de réponse de M. Bility.

“Cependant, nous sommes 
heureux d’annoncer que nous 
avons conclu le processus 
conformément au mandat du 
tribunal et que nous avons 
soumis à nouveau la version 
corrigée de la constitution 
conformément au protocole 
d’entente de Farmington et au 
règlement 3.4 (d) du NEC”, a 
déclaré la sénatrice Karnga. -
Lawrence.

Madame Karnga – Lawrence a 
fait valoir que M. Bility n’était 
pas  le  prés ident  de  la  
convention et qu’il n’aurait pas 
dû signer et soumettre le 
document à la NEC.

Elle a soutenu que Bility n’a 
toujours pas cette autorité pour 
signer et soumettre à nouveau 
l’instrument après que les 
modifications ont été faites.

Elle a révélé qu’une copie de 
la version resoumise signée par 
le président de la Convention et 
le secrétaire général de la 
Convention conformément au 
règlement de la NEC a 
également été envoyée au 
bureau de la juge en chambre.

Cependant, la sénatrice 
Karnga-Lawrence a profité de 
l’occasion pour interpeller la 
C o m m i s s i o n  é l e c t o r a l e  
nationale qui, selon elle, joue 
un rôle malheureux dans 
l’alimentation des conflits 
intra-partis. « Le problème que 
nous avons aujourd’hui au LP 
n’aurait pas atteint ce niveau si 
la NEC avait agi correctement 
dans le cadre de ses règles et 
règlements.

“Aujourd’hui, la NEC doit 
répondre à la question de savoir 
pourquoi, après avoir reçu le 
rapport de Farmington dans 
lequel les partis se sont engagés 
à corriger le document, elle a 
reconnu l’instrument comme 
é t a n t  u n  d o c u m e n t  
authentique, alors qu’elle 
s’implique aujourd’hui dans 
l’orientation de notre processus 
de correction ? » s’est demandé 
la sénatrice Karnga-Lawrence.

“2023 est un moment 
tellement déterminant pour la 
paix au Libéria. Nous ne 
laisserons pas cela au hasard. 
Par conséquent, dans les jours 
et les semaines à venir, nous 
engagerons  des  part ies.  

2021, un tournant pour l'humanité 

par Graça Machel, Helen Clark,
Mary Robinson, Ban Ki-moon

et Gordon Brown
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Une réélection de Weah constituera

Nyonblee et Bility soumettent
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LIBERIANS    DEBATE
Smaller denominations of Liberian banknotes, specifically 5, 10, and 20 Liberian dollars are scarce in the market, 

posing difficulty to business transaction, particularly among petty traders and commercial drivers. The Government 
of Liberia is in the process of printing new family of banknotes totaling over LRD48 Billion. But the first batch of 
money that was printed and placed in circulation is in the denomination of 100LRD, further exacerbating the lack of 
smaller denominations for easier transaction purpose in the market.

Frustrated petty traders have been expressing disgust about the economic situation in this random interview with 
the New Dawn as compiled below.

By Naneka Hoffman

“Get t i ng  the  
smaller commodity 
money like 5 and 10 
Liberian dollars in 
the  market  i s  
embarrassing us 
business people, 
because even when 
customers come to 
buy from us, to get 
change, we will be 

looking for it until 
the customers will go 
and we will end up 
losing the money. 
Whenever we go to 
buy  ou r  g ood s ,  
getting in Kekeh 
(tricycle taxi) and 
car sometimes we 
find it difficult in 
getting change from 
drivers and bike 
riders.  So, we are 
appealing to the 
government to help 
us at least to print 5 
and 10 Liberian 
dollar dominations 
and put them in the 
market  to  ease  
b u s i n e s s  
transaction.”

“ T h e  l o w e r  c u r r e n c y  
denominations  - 5 and 10 Liberian 
dollars in the market are hard to be 
seen. Sometimes when I go buy 
goods in the store, the store owner 
will tell me no change and because 
I really need the goods, I will be 
forced to buy and end up losing my 
change. The problem can be solved 
by the government; maybe the 
government has 5 and 10 Liberian 
dollars in the bank, at least they 
can help us to put it outside for us, 
so we can have change.”

change, even when I go 
buy water, no 10 Liberian 
dollars change. The 
government needs to print 
5, 10 and 20 Liberian 
banknotes because every 
country that you go to and 
buy something,  the 
business owner will give 
you change or your 
balance. Not only in 
Liberia business people 
should give change; it’s all 
over the world. So, we are 
asking government to 
p r i n t  o u t  s m a l l e r  
banknotes. They shouldn’t 
wait for election to help 
their people.”

“ T h e  s m a l l e r  
denomination 5 and 10 
Liberian dollars, I am not 
looking at it good because 
we are selling and there is 
no change. Whenever we 
go buy water to drink and 
give 20 Liberian dollars, 
the sellers will tell us no 5 
or 10 Liberian dollars, so 
w e  a r e  f o r c e d  o r  
constrained to drink 20 

“ S m a l l e r  
denomination like 5 
and 10 Liberian 
dollars is difficult in 
the market now, 
because even if you 
have 10 Liberian 
dollars, it means it is 
torn or mutilated. To 
get good 5 and 10 
Liberian dollars in 

the market now is 
difficult. Now, for the 
problem to be solved, 
everything is in the 
government’s hands, 
because they printed 
the highest currency 
t h a n  t h e  l o w e r  
currency which is 
difficult now to get in 
the market.  So,  
everything is left with 
the government to 
p r i n t  t he  l ower  
currency and put it 
out in the market, 
because it is causing 
s e r i o u s  p r ob l em  
between passengers 
and taxi drivers, even 
we the bus iness  
people are suffering 
from this problem.”

“Since the government 
printed the first phase of 
money and the second phase 
was expected to be out in May 
and now, we are in May, every 
morning I get in Kekeh 

(tricycle taxi) from 
14th Street Sinkor to 
town when I give 100 
Liberian dollars to the 
rider, there is no 20 
L i b e r i a n  d o l l a r s  

 Princess Jallah

Robert Willie

Deborah Selleh

   Joan M. Boa

Angeline Watson

Liberian dollars’ worth 
of water even if we 
don’t want that much 
water, all because of no 
change. We can’t get 
the 5, 10 and 20 
L i b e r i a n  d o l l a r s ,  
everything just looks 
hard, for that reason no 
good money because 
when customers come 
to buy and give us torn 
money and we try to 
talk, they will say that 
is what they have; no 
good money in the 
market, so we are 
forced to accept the 
m u t i l a t e d  m o n e y  
because we want  
customers, and that’s 
how we make business 
because if we start 
refusing that means we 
don’t want for our 

business to go.  The only way it 
can be solved is except the 
government help us by printing 
smaller denominations like 5, 
10 and 20 Liberian dollars 
because the money they 
printed and put out in the 
market, is the highest bill, 
which is giving us the business 
people tough time in buying 
goods. So, let the government 
try and help us; they should not 
be sitting down and waiting for 
elections before coming to 
help. The way election is not 
close, let them help us the 
business people, because we 
are crying for change, for 
change business we can’t even 
sell goods worth up to 5,000 
Liberian dollars, and nobody 
wants to leave his or her 
change with anyone so, this is 
the situation we are going 
through.”
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C h a i r p e r s o n  M a d a m  
D a v i d e t t a  B r o w n -
Lansanah has submitted to 
the Monrovia City Court 
t h e  s u b p o e n a e d  
framework document of 
t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  
o p p o s i t i o n  b l o c  
Collaborating Political 
Parties (CPP) based on the 
court’s order.

T h e  N E C  c h a i r  
a p p e a r e d  i n  c o u r t  

Wednesday, 4 May 2022 in 
keeping with the court’s 
subpoena and testified 
tha t  what  she  had  
produced was the exact 
c o p y  o f  t h e  C P P ’s  
framework document that 
it presented to the 
commission.

The court subpoenaed 
Madam Brown - Lansanah 
on Monday to produce the 
original copy of the CPP 
Framework Document in 
continuation of months of 
a criminal trial against 
Alternat ive National  
Congress (ANC) political 
leader Mr. Alexander B. 
Cummings who is accused 
of tampering with the 
instrument.

Cummings is currently 
facing criminal trial after 
being accused by All 
Liberian Party (ALP) 
political leader Benoni 
U r e y  o f  a l l e g e d l y  
tampering with the CPP 
framework document and 
illegally attaching his 
(Urey’s) signature to a 

photocopy version. Cummings has 
always denied any wrongdoing.

L i b e r i a ’s  f o r m e r  V i c e  
President, now standard bearer 
of the opposition Unity Party 
(UP), Amb. Joseph Nyumah 
Boakai, and the Secretary 
General of Unity Party Mr. Mo Ali, 
are now expected to provide 
testimonies in Mr. Cummings’ trial 
after the court earlier placed a 
temporary  hold  on the i r  
testimonies pending production 
of the subpoenaed documents.

At separate times both 
Cummings and Boakai served the 
rotational post of chairperson of 

the CPP when it was still a united 
opposition bloc.

Originally made up of four 
opposition parties - UP, ANC, ALP 
and Liberty Party (LP) - the CPP 
later broke apart, leaving only 
ANC and a faction of LP as allies 
fo l lowing  b i t ter  in terna l  
conflicts.

Boakai and Cummings were 
the uncompromising rivals 
seeking to head the CPP 
presidential ticket ahead of the 
2023 presidential and legislative 
elections when an allegation of 
CPP framework document 
tampering led to UP and ALP 
separately pulling out from the 
once formidable opposition bloc.

After presenting the document 
to the court Wednesday, Madam 
Brown - Lansanah explained that 
political parties and alliances are 
required to file documents with 
the NEC.

Viewing  the  submitted  
documents, prosecutors noticed 
disparity in the date of the cover 
letter and the notarization of the 
document. The document had on 
it a filing date of July 10, 2020 and 
a notarization date of July 14, 

2020. 
R e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  

prosecution’s concern, the NEC 
chair affirmed that she had 
observed such a disparity in the 
date mentioned.

Madam Brown-Lansanah said 
she  cannot  speak  to  an  
instrument that is before the 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  f o r  
determination, in further 
response to prosecution’s 
question whether NEC, based on 
its interaction with political 
parties, can accept photocopies 
from political parties and 
alliances. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y,  t h e  C P P  
framework document presented 
by the NEC boss was noticed by 
prosecution to carry the 

signatures of Aloysius Toe, 
Secretary General of the 
Alternative National Congress as 
CPP Secretary, and Senator Daniel 
Naathan, as Chairman of the CPP, 
though Naathan had never been 
CPP chairman.

However, the document 
produced by the NEC boss was 
finally marked by the court based 
on an application made by the 
prosecution.

The document was finally 
turned over to prosecution. The 
court said the document is an 
instrument of crimes and it’s only 
meant for trial after which it will 
be handed over to the NEC.

For their part, defense lawyers 
only asked a question whether 
the document produced was the 
original and upon hearing Madam 
Brown - Lansanah’s response in 
the affirmative, the defense 
rested with the witness.

However, Senator Nathaan and 
Toe, both of whom are jointly on 
criminal trial with Cummings, 
frowned at defense lawyers for 
not objecting to prosecution’s 
application.

Amb. McCarthy throws out 
questions to officials, saying, 
“have you complied with the code 
of conduct and officially declared 
your assets? If not, why would we 
take your word for it?” 

The Carl Gershman Democracy 
lecture forum is held quarterly 
with diverse young people to 
inspire them to be committed to 
the principles of democracy and 
understand their roles and 
responsibilities in a democratic 
society. 

It’s hoped to help them grow 
and adhere to democratic values, 
norms and ideas for the common 
good of the country when they 
excel in leadership positions. 

During the program, the U.S 
Ambassador was given an hour to 
make a presentation and lecture 
on the United States government’s 
foreign policy on human rights and 
rule of law as fundamental 
principles of democracy.

The program brought together 
about 50 participants, particularly 
young activists of the Young 
Political Leadership School Africa 
Cohort 8 with the aim of inspiring 
them to be committed to the 13 
principles of democracy and 
understand their role and 
responsibilities in a democratic 
society. 

He noted that declaring assets 

n i t e d  S t a t e s  

UA m b a s s a d o r  t o  
Liberia Michael A. 

McCarthy says corruption, 
plain and simple, is the enemy 
of democracy, suggesting that 
assert declaration is a major 
component of tackl ing 
corruption in Liberia to 
promote  t ransparency,  
accountability and prevent 
political division and civil 
unrest.  

Speaking Wednesday, 4 
May 2022 at the 12th Edition 
of  the Car l  Gershman 
Democracy lecture forum 
organized by Naymote 
Partners for Democratic 
Development in Monrovia, 
Ambassador McCarthy said 
corrupt ion  erodes  the  
integrity and independence 
of democratic institutions, 
fuels a growing trust deficit 
between government and 
society, feeds political 
division and unrest, and 
increases national insecurity. 

The U.S. Envoy said asset 
declarat ions by publ ic  
officials are required by the 
Code of Conduct here in 
Liberia and these are not 
complicated or difficult for 
those public officials who 
complain that they are 
w r o n g l y  a c c u s e d  o f  
corruption.
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NEC chair presents 
CPP document

By Lincoln G. Peters 

Corruption is enemy
of democracy 
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Legislators cut document  cur rent ly  
before the National 
Elections Commission. 
The agreement bars any 
constituent party of the 
C o l l a b o r a t i o n  f r o m  
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  
participating in elections 

until after the 2023 Presidential 
and General Elections.

Besides, a wave of secret 
killings across the country that 
borders on insecurity is leaving 
many Liberians restless, coupled 

with economic constraints amid 
widespread corruption in the 
government that has claimed 
attention of the international 
community. Editing by Jonathan 
Browne 
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embers of the 54th 

MN a t i o n a l  
L e g i s l a t u r e  

abruptly end their Easter 
Break here after signing a 
Certificate of Reconvening to 
resume work today, Thursday, 
May 5, 2022.

The Directors of Press and 
Public Affairs for the House of 
Representatives Robert 
Haynes and the Liberian 
Senate Alfred Johnson, say 
being cognizant of emerging 

issues of National Concerns 
in the country that warrant 
the  at tent ion  o f  the  
Legislature, they have 
decided to reconvene earlier 
than the stipulated date May 
13, 2022 in accordance with 
the Act setting the new 
calendar of Adjournment for 
the Legislature of Liberia.

They explain that the 
b o d y  h a s  d e e m e d  i t  
absolutely necessary to 
return and do the people’s 
business.

According to them, the 

fifth session of the 54th 
Legislature is reconvening today, 
Thursday, to attend to several 
emerging issues of national 
concern.

They didn’t give detail, but 
Liberia is beset by challenges 
ranging from politics, security, 
and economics, among others.

An 800 mil l ion Mineral  
Development Agreement from 
steel giant ArcelorMittal Liberia 
was rejected by the Legislature 
and returned to the Executive for 
renegotiation.  

 A pending by-election in Lofa 
County scheduled for May 10th is 
faced by threats coming from the 
former ruling Unity Party that 
risks being barred from the poll 
because of legal battle.

The UP, which parted company 
with the Collaborating Political 
Parties (CPP), is presently at the 
Supreme Court of Liberia, waiting 
on its opinion on whether or not, it 
may field a candidate in next 
week’s by-election.

The former ruling party is 
entangled in an agreement, 
reached under the CPP framework 
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Legislators cut break

By Bridgett Milton
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