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a m e r o o n i a n  

Cau tho r i t i e s  s a y  
Monday  severa l  

hundred civilians took to the 
streets of Lolabe, a small 
coastal village on the banks 
of the Atlantic Ocean. The 
civilians said they were 
protesting the recent deal 
signed by the government for 
iron ore to be exported from 
their village and Lobe, the 
district where Lolabe is 
located.

Earlier this month, the 
government announced the 
$676 million high-grade iron 
ore  min ing  deal  with  
Sinosteel Cam S.A., a 
Cameroonian subsidiary of 
the state-owned Chinese 
miner. Cameroon said the 
deal will develop the Lobe 
iron ore mine located in the 
south of the country.

Opposition lawmaker and 
f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
candidate Cabral Libii said he 
organized the protest.

Libii said the Cameroonian 
government has shown that it 
is neither transparent nor 
accountable by allowing 
Sinosteel to carry out a 
feasibility study on the 
quantity of iron ore in Lobe 
and authorizing the same 
company to exploit the iron 
ore. He said there is no 

guarantee that the estimates of 
the deposit are exact.

Libii also said a Cameroonian 
company should have been given 
a license to explore and exploit 
the natural resource instead of a 
foreign company that has no 
interest in developing Cameroon 
and moving its citizens out of 
poverty.

Speaking via telephone, Libii 
said the interests of the host 
community are not well spelled 
out  i n  the  exp lo i ta t ion  
agreement and there is nothing 
in the deal that compels the iron 
ore exploitation company to 
develop Lobe and Lolabe. He 
said an independent firm should 

move the ore from Lobe to 
the port in Kribi, a coastal 
c i ty  in  the  south  of  
Cameroon.

"It is a win-win mining 
convention that the state has 
signed," he said. "At the 
macroeconomic level, the 
project will contribute 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  
development of our economy 
through high added value on 
the GDP. The Cameroon 
mining code provides for the 
payment of specific mining 
taxes for local development 
and the Sinosteel mining 
agreement took all these 
elements into account."

Ndoke said the project is 
expected to generate at 
least 600 direct jobs and 
1,000 indirect jobs. Direct 
jobs refer to positions posted 
by the company. Indirect 
jobs refer to those created in 
the community due to the 
m i n e ’s  p r e s e n c e . T h e  
government says under the 
terms of the deal, Sinosteel 
Cam will mine 10 million tons 
of ore with 33% iron content 
annually for 10 years.

Cameroon says a study 
conducted by Sinosteel Cam 
indicates that Lobe has 632 

be hired to conduct studies on 
the amount of iron ore in the 
region.

Local media including 
Vision 4 TV reported that 
police who deployed to the 
scene did not disperse the 
crowd because the protest 
was peaceful.

Cameroon says allegations 
by Libii that locals will not 
benefit from the project are 
unfounded.

Gabriel Dodo Ndoke, 
Cameroon’s mines minister, 
sa id  S inostee l  Cam i s  
expected to build schools, 
hospitals, roads and a 20-
kilometer-long pipeline to 

he United Nations 

Tforce in eastern 
D e m o c r a t i c  

Republic of Congo has 
condemned attacks against it 
by M23 rebels and urged them 
to “immediately cease 
hostilities”.

In a statement on Twitter, 
the UN acknowledged "the 
courage and determination” 
of its forces who responded 
to the attacks.

The M23 rebels accuse the 
UN forces of plotting with 

government forces and local 
m i l i t i a  g roups  to  s tage  
“simultaneous attacks” against 
them.Heavy fighting on Sunday 
and Monday morning in the 
Rutshuru territory of North Kivu 
pushed thousands of civilians to 
flee their homes, with others 
fleeing to Uganda.

M23 spokesman Major Willy 
Ngoma told the BBC that the UN 
forces were “seriously shelling 
a t  o u r  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  
helicopters”.

Mr Ngoma accuses Monusco, 

the UN mission in DR Congo, of 
helping a coalition of the army 
and other militia groups to 
attack them.

UN forces have the green 
light to use force to fight the 
rebel groups, but locals say 
they have done little in more 
than 20 years of their 
deployment there.

The recent clashes come 
while the government is 
negotiating disarmament and 
reintegration with several 
local rebel groups.

million tons of iron reserves.
There have always been 

conflicts between Cameroonians 
and Chinese miners in the central 
African state. Cameroonians 
accuse Chinese miners of violating 
Cameroonian laws, which prohibit 
mining on riverbeds, swampy 
a r e a s  a n d  
waterfalls.Cameroonians also say 
the Chinese in eastern gold mines 
do not help to develop villages, 
pay workers less than $3 after 12 
hours of work and do not respect 
environmental norms.

Fred Duven is an economist and 
member of Dynamique Citoyenne, 
a Cameroonian civil society 
group. Duven says Cameroonians 
a r e  a n g r y  b e c a u s e  t h e  
government gives mining licenses 
to the Chinese when there are 
qualified Cameroonians who are 
ready to industrialize their 
country."Chinese companies come 
here with their manpower; they 
don't help the community. 
Cameroonians who are worthy and 
wealthy can indulge into 
exploration business and can 
create greater employment than 
the direct employment the 
convention is trying to purport 
which depends on the whims and 
caprices of the Chinese company." 
VOA

igerian medical 

Nstudent Princess 
Ezeani has opened 

up about her remarkable 
recovery from first degree 
burns caused by a cooking gas 
explosion.

She told the BBC how the 
accident that happened six 
months ago had made her 
stop attending classes at 
university.

The medical student had 
dreams of modelling and 
feared that the burns would 
make it impossible to get 
contracts.

The accident happened at 
her family house in Abuja 

while she was cooking.
Her mother has been applying 

herbal remedies including honey 
and aloe vera on the burns for six 
months.

Ms Ezeani's photo on social 
media elicited mixed reactions 
with some people happy for her 
recovery while others accused her 
of undergoing plastic surgery.

She says other people have 
accused her of applying makeup 
to cover her burns.

Ms Ezeani has spoken of 
suffering constant nightmares 
after the accident, and has 
thanked her family and friends for 
supporting her to fully recover 
physically and mentally. BBC

Nigerian student hails 
remarkable recovery from burns

Cameroonian Villagers Protest 
China Iron Ore Mining Deal

In this photograph taken on April 4, 2018, a Chinese employee 
of a mining company operates a machine at a mining 

site in the Cameroon town of Betare Oya.

UN condemns M23 attacks 
on its forces in DR Congo

The UN has acknowledged the "courage and determination" of its troops in DR Congo

Last month, as talks were 
starting in Kenya’s capital 
Nairobi, M23 representatives 

w e r e  e j e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  
negotiations after the group was 
accused of hostilities. BBC
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COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY By Jayati Ghosh

AT LONG LAST, both the House of Representatives 
and the Liberian Senate have separately agreed to 
enact the Dual Citizenship bill into law that would 
allow Diaspora Liberians, who hold citizenships of 
foreign countries, to maintain their Liberian 
citizenship.

THE BILL IN question seeks to amend Part 3, 
Chapter 20, Sections 20.1, 20.31.30.51 and 20.52 
and Chapter 22, Sections 20.2, 20.3 and 20.4 
respectively of the Aliens and Nationality Law of 
Liberia to provide for dual citizenship.

WE BELIEVE THE decision by members of the 54th 
Liberian Legislature is a welcome news, for 
Liberians both at home and abroad, as it would 
provide diaspora Liberians an opportunity for 
greater engagement and involvement at home 
amid their ties abroad.

THIS BILL SHOULD have been passed during the 
December 8, 2020 Special Senatorial Election, but 
the debate was heavily politicized to the extent 
that it was defeated in the national referendum 
along with other key issues such as reduction of 
tenures for the Presidency, the Senate and the 
House of Representatives, among others.

LIBERIA IS AMONG very few countries, if not the 
only country, particularly in West Africa that had 
opposed dual citizenship.

ACROSS THE REGION, commentators say the 
benefits of dual citizenship strongly out weight 
laws on the book that had placed a wedge between 
Liberians at home and Liberians in the diasporas 
that hold citizenships of foreign countries.

THIS CHANGE OF heart and thought is surely going 
to boost growth thru economic activities and 
promote rapid development never image in the 
country’s 200 years of existence.

THIS IS WHY we commend men and women of both 
the House of Representatives and the Liberian 
Senate for arriving at a common thought to pass 
the dual citizenship bill for the future betterment 
of the Motherland.

WE LIBERIANS ARE one people no matter which 
part of the world we may find ourselves. The same 
bond that proudly distinguishes us as Liberians 
from the rest of the world should not be allowed by 
man-written laws to divide us.

A GROUP OF people that embrace change from 
time to time are not only far-sighted, but wise and 
progressive. It is only progressive nations that 
move forward, and with this singular decision by 
the 54th Liberian Legislature, we can say for sure 
that Liberia is ready to move forward.

Welcoming the Dual citizenship bill

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.  www.project-syndicate.org

EW DELHI – On March 10, the credit-

Nrating agency Moody’s placed Ethiopia 
on review for a downgrade. The 

problem isn’t violence and repression in 
Ethiopia’s embattled Tigray region. Rather, 
Moody’s has concluded that the Ethiopian 
government’s commitment to engage with 
private creditors, as part of the G20 Common 
Framework for Debt Treatments beyond the 
Debt Service Suspension Initiative, raises the 
risk that those creditors will incur losses. For 
that, the country apparently must be 
punished.

Whereas the DSSI aims to provide immediate 
relief to low-income countries during the 
pandemic, the Common Framework was 
designed to help debt-distressed sovereigns 
reschedule or reduce their liabilities. For 
many countries, it offers the best chance of 
making their debt burdens sustainable. But 
now, the threat of ratings downgrades is 
casting a shadow over these countries’ 
prospects.

This points to a systemic problem in 
international finance: the extraordinary – and 
undeserved – power wielded by a few private 
credit-rating agencies. Just three – Moody’s, 
S&P Global Ratings, and Fitch Ratings – control 
more than 94% of outstanding credit ratings. 
And there is significant cross-shareholding 
among them.

These oligopolistic firms are market movers 
and makers, influencing financial portfolio 
allocations, the pricing of debt and other 
financial instruments, and the cost of capital. 
Bolstering their authority, the US Securities 
and Exchange Commission has recognized 
them as off ic ia l  stat ist ical  rat ing 
organizations. And many institutional 
investors, required by law to hold only 
“investment-grade” assets in their portfolios, 
must abide by the rating agencies’ verdicts.

Concerns about ratings agencies were first 
widely expressed during the Enron scandal in 
2001. Enron, an energy-trading company, had 
been using accounting tricks and complex 
financial instruments to mislead investors, 
creditors, and regulators about its value. The 
ratings agencies were certainly fooled: The Big 
Three all issued Enron investment-grade 
ratings just days before the company 
collapsed.

Credit-rating agencies have also been accused 
of enabling the United States’ subprime-
mortgage bubble, which triggered the global 
financial crisis when it burst in 2008, and of 
exacerbating the bust through rapid reversals 
and downgrades. And they have been known to 
adjust ratings in ways that seem to reflect 
ideological positions, such as a commitment to 
fiscal austerity.

And yet, as Yuefen Li, the United Nations 
Independent Expert on Foreign Debt and 
Human Rights, points out in a new report, 
ratings agencies face no accountability for 
their mistakes or damaging behavior. Their 
ratings are legally described as “opinions,” 
which are protected under free-speech laws, 
and they do not disclose their methodology. In 
short, ratings agencies do not bear appropriate 

responsibility for the enormous power they 
wield.
Moreover, as Li also notes, conflicts of interest 
abound. Ratings agencies are private 
businesses, funded largely by the institutions 
they rate. And they are players in the markets 
they purportedly assess, meaning that self-
interest inevitably shapes their decision-
making. Ratings agencies have, for example, 
been involved in the creation of financial 
products that they were then responsible for 
rating – including the mortgage-backed 
securities that, flush with AAA ratings, helped 
bring about the 2008 crisis. 

And yet, even as regulators work to limit 
conflicts of interest among most financial-
market players, they seem content to leave 
credit-rating agencies to police themselves. 
The lack of regulatory action partly reflects the 
lobbying power of the Big Three. And it is 
generating serious risks, which the coronavirus 
pandemic has intensified.

For example, procyclicality in rating – another 
issue Li highlights in her report – is making 
financial-market conditions inhospitable for 
developing countries whose economic 
prospects have been undermined by the COVID-
19 crisis. Furthermore, the threat of a ratings 
downgrade is preventing many governments 
from pursuing sufficient fiscal expenditure. 
Now, with the latest move from Moody’s, 
developing-country governments must fear 
entering into debt-restructuring negotiations 
with private creditors, even as part of 
multilateral programs aimed at providing debt 
relief.

If the G20 countries are serious about improving 
developing countries’ debt positions during the 
COVID-19 crisis, they should begin by supporting 
the temporary suspension of credit ratings. In 
the medium term, regulators must take action 
to ensure that rating agencies are fulfilling their 
intended market-stabilizing role. Tackling 
conflicts of interest – such as by limiting 
agencies’ dependence on payments from those 
they rate – is essential.

But regulating private ratings agencies may not 
be enough. The UN Conference on Trade and 
Development has long argued that the world 
needs an independent public ratings agency to 
conduct objective evaluations of the 
creditworthiness of sovereigns and companies. 
Such an agency is also necessary to assess the 
instruments used to finance new public 
investment, which will be in high demand in the 
coming years.

A global agency makes sense, because credit 
ratings, especially for sovereign debt, are 
international in scope. Perhaps more 
important, it would provide a much-needed 
counterbalance to unaccountable private 
agencies. It might even force the Big Three to 
embrace reforms that they have long resisted.

Jayati Ghosh, Executive Secretary of 
International Development Economics 
Associates, is Professor of Economics at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst and a 
member of the Independent Commission for 
the Reform of International Corporate 
Taxation.

Credit-Rating Agencies
Could Derail Economic Recovery

 MAY   24          TUESDAY      
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As part of our initiatives to improve customer experience at APM Terminals Liberia Ltd, here are the simple steps you will need to follow once you have completed 
customs clearance and obtained delivery order for your cargo

CARGO RELEASE PROCESS AT APM TERMINALS LIBERIA 
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focus is on Finance, because it’s used to 
support development and planning, but 
adds that he has heard very little when 
it comes to important things like 
national institutional issues, which talk 
about development, planning and 
programming.

Dr. McIntosh indicates that if you 
were to put Liberia on the scale, 
assuming zero is at the bottom and five 
is at the top, Liberia is hanging around 
two in terms of how the country 
engages Finance, partners, and 
international institutions.He stresses 
that there should be a clear indication 
as to what is on your agenda in how you 
deal with those institutions.That 
agenda, he explains, is like the 
development issues and interventions, 
adding that the government has the 
PAPD (Pro - Poor Agenda for Prosperity 
and Development) which is heavily 
loaded with lots of good things in it.

But the Liberian Economist suggests 
that you have to take the document into 
segments with the four pillars in it and 
do the programming to start the 
conversation with the international 
partners.

“I have been in the boardroom of the 
World Bank, where decisions are finally 
made as to how countries will get 
money or not,” said Dr. McIntosh. “The 
type of issues that come on the floor is 

ormer Agriculture Minister Dr. 

FMogona F lomo,  Jr.  has  
challenged the public to do 

their own facts finding in order to 
establish whether or not his degrees are 
fake.

The former Ministers’ statement 
follows a social media post from an 
exiled Liberian Advocate, Martin Kollie 
who claims that Dr. Flomo’s three PhDs 
are all fake to the core.

Dr. Flomo told Radio Gbarnga that he 
cannot give Martin credence on grounds 
that he is not a man of integrity.

Martin recently posted on Facebook 
alleging that Dr. Flomo’s Doctor of 
Chemical Engineering obtained in 2016 
from the AIU, Doctor of Philosophy in 
sus ta inab le  Deve lopment  and  
Diplomacy from the Euclid University 
and Doctor of Philosophy in Educational 
Technology from the Selinus University 
of Science and Lecture are all sham.

Martin said the leading US-based 
education organization that is 
responsible for ranking online colleges 
for more than 24 years has released a 
report on fake universities. With that, 
he said the AIU is among the universities 
that were considered as degree mail.

According to him, Euclid and Selinus 
Universities are also fake on grounds 
that they have not been recognized by 
institutions responsible for accrediting 
Universities.

These among several things were 
published by Martin with so many links 
that illustrate that the three 
Universities are not accredited.

But still with these links there are 
people who believe that Martin is not 
telling the truth.

Some of them who are counter 

Samuel Tweah very weak
that little paper, the strategic 
commitment and several other factors 
before that green light comes on,” he 
continues. 

He says it’s time that the government 
here splits those issues up into 
committees as the PAPD’s planning 
policy mandates, noting that the PAPD 
calls for an inter-ministerial machinery 
and committee, and the document is 
only good on paper because no 
committee is working.

According to Dr. McIntosh, Minister 
Tweah and his team have to do more by 
listening to others and engaging in 
sectorial planning by bringing people on 
board that understand their sectors to 
make sure there is proper planning, 
programming and development.

“That aspect of governance about 
programming, I have not heard 
[anything] from the Minister and it 
means his focus is one-sided.” 

He also took issues with Tweah for his 
use of unexplained big economic 
languages when talking to the public, 
saying “you have to discuss in the 
context of the hearing of the public and 
at that time you do not speak as a strong 
economist with those big terminologies. 

McIntosh noted that there is pressure 
on the economy, but you need to break it 
down for the public to hear and 
understand.

reacting to Martin's post have said that 
the Liberian Advocate is creating his own 
links to further inflate his alleged 
political fight against the former 
Agriculture Minister.

Martin has not only accused Dr. Flomo 
of having false PhDs but also Dr. Andrew 
Sackie Allakamenin who is the Vice 
President of the Bong County Technical 
College.

Dr. Allakamenin has not officially 
commented on the allegations.

However, Dr. Flomo wants the public 
to research and find out the real truth 
about his degree instead of listening to 
Martin.

“What I have to tell you is that, I don’t 
follow those kinds of people who don’t 
know what they are doing so the 
judgment is left to the people who say 
they can read, to those who say they can 
follow instruction; let them follow the 
links from everywhere to know whether 
or not my degrees are fake,” Flomo said.

When asked whether he trusts himself 
about his degrees, Dr. Flomo did not 
answer but also asked the journalist to 
do further research to establish the 
facts.

“Let the public 
find the truth”
-Dr. Flomo responds to fake degrees allegations

By Joseph Titus Yekeryan
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e Sénat du Libéria a 

Lvoté à une écrasante 
majorité en faveur de 

l’adoption du projet de loi sur 
la double nationalité.

Le projet de loi vise à 
modifier la partie 3, chapitre 
2 0 ,  s e c t i o n s  2 0 . 1 ,  
20.31.30.51 et 20.52 et le 
chapitre 22, sections 20.2, 
20.3 et 20.4 de la loi sur les 
étrangers et la nationalité du 
Libéria pour prévoir la double 
nationalité.

Le comité judiciaire du 
Sénat dirigé par le sénateur 

Il y a un an, le 19 mai 2021, 
La Côte d’Ivoire vivait une 
folle journée. Une journée 
infernale et difficile pour les 
ressortissants nigériens qui 
ont vécu un calvaire sans 
nom, du fait de certains 
jeunes gens, certainement 
sous l’effet de certaines… 
substances.

Côte d’Ivoire : Pourquoi il 
faut donner une orientation 
nouvelle à la trajectoire 
empruntée par la jeunesse 
ivoirienne

Tout serait parti de la 
diffusion d’un élément vidéo 
présentant des individus 
entrain de torturer d’autres 
individus. Comme une trainée 
de poudre, la ville d’Abidjan 
fut envahie par la rumeur que 
des ivoiriens en transit au 
Niger pour les pays du 
Maghreb, étaient l’objet de 
maltraitance de la part des 
Nigériens. Cette information 
avait mis le feu aux poudres 
et ce fut la chasse dans 
certains quartiers d’Abidjan, 
aux ressortissants nigériens.

Cette attitude des jeunes 
ivoiriens a de quoi nous 
interpeller tous, autant que 

du comté de Grand Cape Mount, 
Va rney  G .  She rman ,  en  
consultation avec d’autres 
sénateurs, a recommandé 
l’adoption du projet.

Avec l’adoption de ce projet 
de loi, le Libéria rejoint d’autres 
pays qui ont depuis longtemps 
adopté la double nationalité.

Selon le Comité sénatorial sur 
les affaires judiciaires, la double 
nat ional i té  présente des  
avantages économiques, et 
l’adoption du projet de loi 
permettra désormais aux 
Libériens de la diaspora, qui ont 

nous sommes. Quelle société 
sommes-nous entrain de bâtir ? 
Pourquoi cette propension 
qu’ont les jeunes ivoiriens à se 
rendre justice ? À agresser 
d’honnêtes personnes pour un 
oui ou pour un non ? Sous nos 
yeux, les valeurs qui fondent 
notre société sont foulées au 
pied et sont entrain de 
s’effondrer. C’est à une véritable 
inversion des valeurs à laquelle il 
nous est donné d’assister. Si l’on 

adopté d’autres nationalités 
en raison des circonstances, 
de pouvoir revenir avec leurs 
ressources et investir ici.

Le comité a également 
ajouté qu’aucune loi ne 
devrait aliéner ou priver un 
citoyen libérien de naissance, 
pourvu qu’au moins l’un de 
ses parents soit citoyen 
libérien de naissance.

Le Comité judiciaire du 
Sénat a en outre recommandé 
que des lois soient votées pour 
punir les bénéficiaires de la 
double nat ional i té  qui  
abusent la citoyenneté.

La loi amendée stipule 
qu’un Libérien ayant deux 
parents libériens ne perdra 
pas sa citoyenneté pour être 
citoyen d’un autre pays.

Le Sénat a déclaré que la 
Constitution du Libéria de 
1986 ne règle pas cette 
question, d’où la nécessité de 
procéder à un amendement à 
travers le pouvoir législatif.

Le projet de loi a été 
adopté par la Chambre des 
représentants et transmis au 
S é n a t  l i b é r i e n  p o u r  
approbation l’année dernière.

A u  c o u r s  d e  s e s  
délibérations, le Sénat a 
a p p o r t é  q u e l q u e s  

n’y prend garde, la situation 
dans le court terme sera 
intenable.

Mais objectivement, à quoi 
pouvait-on s’attendre, si des 
jeunes gens ont pris le pli 
d’assiéger tout un quartier, 
armées d’armes blanches de 
tous genres, d’agresser, de 
voler et même de tuer 
d’honnêtes citoyens sans que 

le ciel ne leur tombe sur la 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Enfin, la Chambre des représentants et le Sénat libérien 
ont adopté le projet de loi sur la double nationalité qui 
permettra aux Libériens de l’étranger, qui détiennent la 
citoyenneté de leur pays d’accueil, de conserver leur 
citoyenneté libérienne.

Le projet de loi en question vise à modifier la partie 3, 
chapitre 20, sections 20.1, 20.31.30.51 et 20.52 et le 
chapitre 22, sections 20.2, 20.3 et 20.4 de la loi sur les 
étrangers et la nationalité du Libéria pour prévoir la 
double nationalité.

Nous pensons que la décision des membres du 
parlement libérien est une bonne nouvelle pour les 
Libériens, aussi bien pour ceux qui sont au pays que 
pour ceux qui vivent à l’étranger, car cette loi donnera 
aux Libériens de l’étranger l’occasion de s’engager et 
de s’impliquer davantage aux activités de 
développement de leur pays d’origine.

Ce projet de loi aurait dû être adopté lors de l’élection 
sénatoriale spéciale du 8 décembre 2020, mais le débat 
a été si fortement politisé qu’il a été rejeté avec 
d’autres propositions clés telle que la réduction de la 
durée des mandats présidentiel, le Sénatorial et 
législatif, entre autres.

Le Libéria est l’un des rares pays de Afrique de l’Ouest à 
s’octroyer à la double nationalité.
Dans toute la région, les commentateurs affirment que 
les avantages de la double nationalité l’emportent 
largement sur les lois en vigueur qui avaient placé un 
fossé entre les Libériens du pays et les Libériens de la 
diaspora qui détiennent la citoyenneté de pays 
étrangers.

Ce changement de cœur et de pensée va sûrement 
stimuler la croissance par le biais des activités 
économiques et promouvoir un développement rapide 
jamais vu depuis les 200 ans d’existence du pays.

C’est pourquoi nous félicitons les hommes et les 
femmes de la Chambre des représentants et du Sénat 
libérien d’être parvenus à une pensée commune pour 
adopter le projet de loi sur la double nationalité pour 
l’amélioration future de la patrie.

Nous, Libériens, sommes un seul peuple, quelle que soit 
la partie du monde dans laquelle nous nous trouvons. Le 
même lien qui nous distingue fièrement en tant que 
Libériens du reste du monde ne devrait pas être détruit 
par des lois écrites par l’homme dont le motif est de 
nous diviser.

Des individus qui adoptent le changement de temps en 
temps sont non seulement clairvoyants, mais sages et 
progressistes. Seules les nations progressistes 
avancent, et avec cette décision unique du parlement 
libérien, nous pouvons dire avec certitude que le 
Libéria est prêt à aller de l’avant.

Éditorial
Nous saluons l’adoption du projet 
de loi sur la double nationalité

Adoption de la loi sur la double nationalité : un ouf 
de soulagement pour les Libériens de l’étranger

Côte d’Ivoire : Pourquoi il faut donner une orientation nouvelle 
à la trajectoire empruntée par la jeunesse ivoirienne
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h e  N a t i o n a l  

TChairman of the 
former ruling Unity 

Party, Amin Modad, currently 
l ead ing  the  UP on  a  
nationwide tour, has made 
s e v e r a l  d o n a t i o n s  t o  
partisans in Nimba County.

Chairman Modad, who was 
in Nimba over the weekend, 
said the donations are 
intended to make the Nimba 
Chapter of the party more 
vibrant and forceful.

Modad donated three 
motorbikes to the county 
leadership, including 60,000 
Liberian Dollars to purchase 
land for construction of a 
county headquarters, a 
laptop, Public Address 
System and an iPhone for 
effective communication.

The UP has reaffirmed its 
c o h e s i v e n e s s  a n d  
preparedness to win the 2023 
Presidential elections despite 
its withdrawal from the CPP 
and legal battle at the 
Supreme Court to field a 
candidate in the impending 
Lofa County Senatorial By-
Election.

The Nimba visit was also 
used to revive the spirit and 
confidence of UP partisans, 
supporters and well-wishers, 
open its headquarters in the 
county, and provide an 
opportunity for thousands of 
citizens wanting to join the 

party, something that will be 
replicated in the other 14 
counties of Liberia.

C h a i r m a n  M o d a d  
expressed profound thanks 
and appreciation to Standard 
Bearer Joseph Nyumah 

Boakai and all committed 
and dedicated partisans both 
at home and abroad for their 
financial, material and 
political support to ensure a 
resounding success of the 
current tours.

Mr. Modad expressed 
particular sentiments and 
special recognition for some 
county chairpersons, who 

travel led through very 
d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n s  t o  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  
commitment and dedication 
to party work.

Journalists who covered 
the first leg of the county 
tours in Nimba, described the 
exercise as impressive, in a 

county that is extremely 
strategic in the number 
politics of Liberia.

The UP is leaving no stone 
unturned in its quest to 
showcase the formidability 
that has kept it as either a 
victor or a force to reckon 
with in all of Liberia's postwar 
democratic contestations. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

more headline news       more headline news 

Liberia is important to 
remind Liberians about the 
national effort to bringing 
unity and equality among 
citizens of different ethnic 
and cultural backgrounds. 

He stresses that unity and 
equality would only be 
genuine if all 16 ethnic 
groups of Liberia are treated 
equally without prejudice, 
bias and injustice because of 

he Political Leader 

Tof the All Liberia 
Coalition Party, Mr. 

Lusinee F. Kamara, Sr., says 
that National Unification 
means making sure that all 
c i t i z e n s  h a v e  e q u a l  
opportunity in all parts of 
Liberia. 

Mr. Kamara notes that the 
annual  ce lebrat ion of  
National Unification Day in 

religion.
He describes Liberia as a 

blessed society, a nation that 
is uniquely beautiful due to its 
good geographic location, 
landscape, weather and 
diverse cultural and ethnic 
heritage. These qualities, 
according to him, give the 
country an opportunity to 
draw both mental and 
physical strength from as 
many as sixteen (16) ethnic 
groups, each of which belongs 
to one of the four (4) cultural 
groups here. 

“Diversity is a blessing for 
our Nation, as members of an 
ethnic or cultural groups 
come to government with 
some unique moral and 
ethical standards. They 
contribute this value to 
national policy and decision 
making.” He says. 

He adds that contributions 
of Liberians from diverse 
backgrounds to the growth 
and development of the 
country must be encouraged 
through participatory and 
inclusive policies, such as the 
one that birthed the National 
Unification Policy.   

He says this is why the All-
Liberia Coalition Party 

(ALCOP) takes the National 
Unification Policy as a blessing 
to Liberia.The ALCOP leader 
fu r ther  notes  that  the  
Constitution of Liberia is a 
blessing because it makes this 
country a secular state and 
seeks equality and fair play in 
government’s treatment of its 
citizens, regardless of religious 
backgrounds. He points that 
Article 14 of the Constitution 
clearly grants freedom of 
conscience and religion to all 
Liberians, without molestation 
or segregation, adding that the 
law calls on all Liberians, 
especially those in position of 

power to respect the rights of 
everyone equally, whether or not 
they practice African Traditional 
Religion, Islam or Christianity.“If 
those who are in government 
respect the laws of Liberia, it will 
set the example for the ordinary 
people to follow. Remember that 
government has big influence 
over our Nation and its people. If 
government officials treat 
Liberian citizens equally and 
respect their rights that are 
guaranteed by the Constitution, 
that good example will be seen 
and followed by the ordinary 
people”, he stresses. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

he National Elections 

TCommission (NEC), 
through its Legal 

Section has commenced a 5-day 
Legal Framework seeking to 
revise its Regulations and 
Guidelines for Political Parties 
and Independent Candidates 
throughout Liberia. 

The legal framework retreat 
discussion is taking place in 
Buchanan, in Grand Bassa 
County. The legal retreat is 
under the theme, “Revising the 
E l e c t i on s  Regu l a t i on s ” .  
Members of the Board of 
Commissioners (BOC), and 
Senior Technicians of the 
Commission are participating in 
the five-days event.

A statement issued by the 
NEC Monday indicates that the 
National Elections Commission 
is sorely funding the Legal-
Buchanan discussion. According 
to the Legal Section of NEC, the 
sore objective of the legal 
forum in Buchanan is to revise 
the regulations governing 

political parties and independent 
candidates, Voter’s Registration 
and others ahead of the 2023 
General Elections.

At the opening of the legal 
retreat in Grand Bassa, on 
Monday, 23 May 2023, the 
Chairperson of NEC, Madam 
Davidetta Brown Lansanah 
expressed total confidence in the 
ability of the NEC Technicians to 
ensure that the appropriate 
regulations and guidelines are 
revised to be used during the 
2023 general elections.

Madam Browne Lansanah 
mandated the NEC Technicians, 
including lawyers and non-
lawyers to fully participate in the 
process so as the put forth a 
comprehensive document on the 
regulations, guidelines, voter’s 
registration and others. Nearly 
fifty NEC Technicians and 
members of the Board of 
commissioners are attending the 
five-day forum on regulations for 
political parties and independent 
candidates. 

Chairman Modad leads UP on tours
-holds meeting with citizens in Nimba

ALCOP seeks equal opportunity 
for all Liberians
-gives practical meaning to national unification

NEC seeks to revise regulations 
and guidelines for political parties
-Commences retreat in Bassa

(Left to Right). BOC Members, Chairperson Lansanah, Commissioners, 
Gaye, Sayor and Dukuly at the Buchanan opening.

Read the 
NewDawn everyday 

Read the 
NewDawn everyday 

&&&

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!



www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWN  11

L
iberian advocate for 
j u s t i c e  a g a i n s t  
alleged war crimes 

Mr. Hassan Bility, has rejected 
a complaint filed against him 
and the Global Justice and 
Research Project (GIRP) by 
Dr. Agnes Reeves – Taylor, the 
ex-wife of imprisoned former 
Liberian President Charles 
Ghankay Taylor, saying that 
he committed no wrong 
against Dr. Reeves - Taylor.

In an answer filed for him 
and GIRP following Dr. Reeves 
- Taylor’s complaint, Mr. Bility 
has requested the Civil Law 

Court in Monrovia to dismiss 
the lawsuit because he 
committed no wrong that 
warrants any reservation or 
disagreement by Dr. Reeves - 
Taylor with GIRP’s research 
and investigations or its 
findings.

Mr. Bility argued that GIRP 
is a duly incorporated and 
licensed non- governmental 
entity under the laws of the 
Republic of Liberia to 
undertake research and 
conduct investigations into 
acts that tend to abuse 
human rights.

dismissed the charges against 
her.

She lamented that when 
she got arrested in the U.K., 
she lost her earnings, and she 
was professionally ruined. 
Among other things, Dr. 
Reeves – Taylor said she was 
working as an Academic, a 
consultant, head of program 
for the Energy Department, 
and a Senior Lecturer at 
Coventry University in London 
when she was arrested.

According to her, she was 
“very humiliated by these 
ou t r a geou s  l i e s ”  t ha t  

i m p a c t e d  h e r  
ability to continue 
her association 
w i t h  h e r  
professional work.

But Mr. Bility 
argued that he 
cannot be held 
personally liable, 
explaining that he 
is the founder of 
G I R P  t h a t  
conducted the  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  
investigation from 
wh i ch  a l l e ged  
e v i d e n c e  w a s  
gathered on Dr. 
Reeves - Taylor’s 
conduct.

“Co-Defendants 
herein contend 
that there is no 
basis, nor is there 
any legal probity 
to imagine a claim 

of malicious prosecution 
against them as the law extant 
in this jurisdiction and hoary 
with age is so clear, emphatic, 
eas i ly  comprehens ib le,  
unambiguous, and instructive 
on the elements of malicious 
prosecution,” said Mr. Bility.

Bility insisted that there is 
absolute and complete 
probable cause to reason and 
conclude that GIRP’s findings 
in the various parts of Liberia 
and beyond “were true,” to 
the best of the scientifically 
conducted investigations, 

He further contends in his 
answer that his group is also 
licensed to investigate acts 
of violence and torture 
against people and crimes 
against human rights.

Recently, Dr. Reeves – 
Taylor filed a lawsuit against 
G IRP,  represented  by  
Liberian – based institution 
La Joy and Civitas Maxima 
(CM), based in Geneva, 
Switzerland, Mr. Hassan 
Bility of GIRP, and Alain 
Werner of Civitas Maxima.

She filed the suit before 
the Civil Law Court in 

Monrovia for damages for 
m a l i c i o u s  
p r o s e c u t i o n / w r o n g ,  
accusing the institutions, 
along with Bility and Werner 
of allegedly conniving and 
inflicting untold suffering 
and pains against her.

Dr. Reeves - Taylor is 
seeking to use the court 
process here to hold Bility, 
Werner and their institutions 
to account for their alleged 
false accounts which led the 
criminal justice system in 
the United Kingdom to 
prosecute her for alleged 
torture charges, though the 
U.K. court systems later 

2022                              

hile the General 

WA u d i t i n g  
C o m m i s s i o n  

(GAC) grades the financial 
statements of the National 
Road Fund (NRF) as fair in all 
material respects, it however 
stresses that the NRF 
Management is responsible 
for maintenance of effective 
cont ro l  measures  and  
compliance with laws and 
regulations.

The GAC further explains 
t h a t  m a n a g e m e n t  i s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  f a i r  
presentation of the financial 
statements in accordance 
with International Public 
Sector Accounting Standards 

(IPSAS) Cash Basis, and for 
such internal control as 
management determines is 

necessary to enable the 
preparation of financial 
statements that are free from 

m a t e r i a l  m i s s t a t e m e n t ,  
whether as a result of fraud or 
error. 

The  Genera l  Aud i t i ng  
Commission has conducted an 
audit of the National Road Fund 
for the Period July 1, 2019 to 
June 30, 2020.

“In preparing the financial 
statements, Management is 
responsible for assessing its 
ability to continue as a going 
c once rn ,  d i s c l o s i n g ,  a s  
applicable, matters related to 
going concern and using the 
go i ng  conce rn  ba s i s  o f  
accounting unless management 
either intends to cease 
operations, or has no realistic 
alternative but to do so. The NRF 
Management is responsible for 
overseeing the Project’s  
financial reporting process”, 
Liberia’s Auditor General P. 
Garswa Jackson, Sr., writes in 
his report dated March 11, 2022, 
to the Manager of the National 
Road Fund Mr. Boniface D. Satu.  

On the other hand, AG 
Jackson notes that objectives of 
t h e  G e n e r a l  A u d i t i n g  
Commission during an audit are 
to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial 
statements as a whole are free 
from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error, 
and to issue an auditor’s report 
that includes its opinion. 

“Reasonable assurance is a 
high level of assurance, but is 
not a guarantee that an audit 
conducted in accordance with 
ISSAIs will always detect a 
material misstatement when it 
exists”, he cautions.

According to the Auditor 
General, misstatements can 
arise from fraud or error and are 
con s i de red  mate r i a l  i f ,  
individually or in the aggregate, 
they could reasonably be 
expected to influence the 
economic decisions of users 
taken on the basis of these 
financial statements. 

However, the GAC audit 
draws specific attention to Table 
#3 of the NRF financial 

statements in which Management 
r e p o r t e d  a  t o t a l  o f  
US$22,212,538.00 as receivables 
due from petroleum importers for 
fuel levy charges, but observes a 
net variance of (US$6,164,455.01) 
between the receivables reported 
in the financial statements and 
the amount confirmed by 
petroleum importers. 

“Due to the importers’ failure 
to fully confirm the accounts 
receivables in Table 3 of the 
financial statements, we were 
unable to satisfy ourselves as to 
the existence, completeness, and 
collectability of the account 
receivables”, the Commission 
reveals.  

It also notes that for the period 
under audit, the NRF Management 
did not disclose in the financial 
statements, commitments to 
c o n t r a c t o r s  t o t a l i n g  
US$6,100,508.38, adding that said 
outstanding commitment is an 
obligation against the total cash 
balance of US12,936,639.00 
brought forward as at 30th June 
2020. 

“There is a restriction of 
US$6,100,508.38 brought forward 
on the closing cash balance 
reported in the f inancial  
statements. Our opinion is not 
qualified in respect of the above 
matters.”

But in response, the Manager of 
the NRF, Boniface D. Satu says he 
accepts responsibility for the 
integrity of the f inancial 
statements,  the f inancia l  
information they contain and 
their compliance with provisions 
o f  t h e  P u b l i c  F i n a n c i a l  
Management (PFM) Act of 2009.

In his official response to the 
audit, dated August 31, 2020, he 
explains that in preparing these 
Financial Statements, the most 
appropriate accounting policies 
have been consistently applied 
and supported by reasonable and 
prudent judgment and estimates, 
saying “To the best of my 
knowledge and belief, these 
Financial Statements agree with 
the books of accounts, which have 
been properly kept.” 
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GAC stresses effective 
control, compliance at NRF

By Jonathan Browne

which were allegedly free of any 
inducement to any of the 
witnesses to carve out false 
stories against Dr. Reeves - 
Taylor.

Several rights groups, some 
Liberian-based and others 
operating from abroad, are 
researching for probable causes 
that could lead to prosecution of 
individuals who committed 
heinous crimes and crimes 
against humanity during the 14-

year Liberian Civil War.
Dr. Reeves – Taylor was the 

wife of jailed former President 
Taylor when he launched the 
rebel invasion of Liberia on 
December 25, 1989, which 
subsequently toppled the regime 
of slain President Samuel Kanyon 
Doe in  September  1990,  
characterized by huge rights 
violations. Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

Bility rejects Taylor’s complaint

NRF Manager Mr. Boniface D. Satu
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 veteran Liberian 

Ae c o n o m i s t  a n d  
diplomat, Dr. Toga 

Gayewea McIntosh, says 
Liberia is economically 
declining in terms of output 
and productivity because the 
current Finance Minister 
Samuel D. Tweah, Jr., is very 
w e a k  i n  e c o n o m i c  

programming.
“Where we are today, we 

h a v e  a  F i n a n c e  a n d  
Development  P lann ing  
Minister, who is strong in 
Finance but very weak [on] 
the programming side,” Dr. 
McIntosh said during a live 
talk show on Spoon FM 
Sunday night, 22 May 2022.

“Usually, when you have 

something like that in any 
country, like Ghana and other 
African countries that have those 
ministries combined, they firstly 
develop a National Planning 
Council, and some country also 
call it committee, which is 
directly under the President while 
you have the Minister of Finance 
and Planning with that,’’ said Dr. 
Mc ln to sh .Dr.  Mc In to sh ,  a  
Development Economist with vast 
in ternat iona l  exper ience,  
r e c e n t l y  d e c l i n e d  h i s  
appointment by President George 
Manneh Weah to chair the 
Governance Commission (GC) in 
the interest of seeking to be 
active politically as the country 
prepares for presidential and 
legislative elections due 2023.

He has not said if he would 
contest any of the elected 
positions.

Dr. McIntosh noted that 
w i t h o u t  p l a n n i n g  a n d  
programming, there can be no 
development because you have to 
match activities, output and mark 
results with the little money you 
have.

He notes that Minister Tweah’s 
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Samuel Tweah very weak
Ex-Foreign Minister Dr. Mclntosh on Economic Programming

By Lincoln G. Peters   

Dr. Toga Gayewea McIntosh
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