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A
 Mauritanian man who 
received a death 
penalty in Mali for 

involvement in attacks that 
killed dozens, including an 
American, in 2015 was 
extradited to the United States 
to face a six-count indictment 
related to the same crime, the 
U.S. Justice Department said 
Saturday.

Fawaz Ould Ahmed was 
taken into custody by the 
United States and brought to 
New York Friday, the Justice 
D e p a r t m e n t  s a i d  i n  a  
statement. Ahmed received a 
death penalty in Mali after 
pleading guilty to planning and 
executing the deadly attacks 

targeting Westerners.
Ahmed, 44, faces charges 

including the murder of U.S. 
citizen Anita Ashok Datar and 
conspiracy to provide support 
to U.S.-designated terrorist 
organizations al-Qaida in the 
Islamic Maghreb and al-
Mourabitoun, according to the 
Justice Department.

U.S. Magistrate Judge 
James R. Cho ordered that 
Ahmed be detained pending 
trial.

Ahmed "now faces justice in 
a U.S. courtroom for the 
carnage that was carried out 
allegedly at his direction," said 
U.S. Attorney Breon Peace in a 
statement.

Ahmed told a Malian court in 

To be eligible for TPS under 
Eth iop ia ’s  des ignat ion,  
individuals must demonstrate 
their continuous residence in 
the United States since Oct. 
20, 2022, and continuous 
physical presence in the 
United States since Dec. 12, 
2022, according to the DHS. 
Individuals arriving in the 
United States after Oct. 20, 
2022, are not eligible for TPS 
under this designation.

DHS said about 26,700 
Ethiopians in the United States 
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2020 he carried out an attack on La 
Terrace restaurant that killed five 
and that he was also involved in 
planning a raid at Hotel Byblos in 
the town of Sevare and another at 
Bamako's Radisson Blu hotel.

The Justice Department said a 
total of 38 people had died in the 
three incidents.

"The defendant's alleged 
actions — inhumanely plotting and 
carrying out ruthless terrorist 
attacks — were not forgotten and 
will not be forgiven," said FBI 
assistant director-in-charge 
Michael Driscoll.

The attacks in 2015, just 
months after Islamist militants in 
Paris stormed the offices of French 
satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo 

and shot dead 12 people, marked a 
brazen new phase in jihadi 
operations across West Africa. The 
campaign hit top hotels and 
destinations frequented by 
Western tourists, aid workers and 
diplomats.

Ahmed told the Malian court he 
did not regret the attacks and that 
he had been seeking revenge for 
c a r t oon s  o f  t h e  Pr op h e t  
Mohammad printed in Charlie 
Hebdo.

He was captured in Bamako in 
2016 as he was preparing to carry 
out another attack armed with 
grenades and a suitcase filled with 
weapons on behalf of al-
Mourab i toun,  Reuters  has  
reported, citing local authorities. 
VOA

are eligible to file applications for 
TPS.

According to the U.S. Census, 
about 272,000 people in the 
United States came from Ethiopia.

The TPS plan is poised to go into 
effect even as basic services like 
electricity and telecoms have 
been restored to key parts of 
Ethiopia’s Tigray region following 
the signing of a cease-fire deal a 
month ago, halting hostilities in 
nearly two years of war but most 
areas are still cut off from the 
world. VOA

Continental News Continental News Continental News 

A
head of World Human 
R i g h t s  Da y  t h i s  
Saturday (12/10), 

Cameroonian rights groups are 
protesting what they call 
dehumanizing treatment of 
women and children displaced 
by the separatist crisis in two 

western provinces. The rights 
groups say displaced women 
and girls are forced into 
physical and sexual abuse and 
domestic work without pay.

These are the voices of 
several hundred women and 
girls singing in streets in, 
Cameroon's capital, Yaounde.

Civilians should denounce 
human rights abusers, they 
say. Anyone fearing reprisal for 
doing so should discreetly tell 
female associations when 
anyone abuses the rights of 
women and girls.

The protests in the capital 
and in Cameroon’s economic 
hub, Doula, were organized by 
the Association for the Fight 

Against Violence on Women and 
Young Girls.

Human  r i gh t s  a c t i v i s t  
Jeanette Ebale, the association 
coordinator, calls it very 
disheartening that so many 
women and girls fleeing the 
separatist war in Cameroon’s 

English-speaking western regions 
do not find peace, love and 
comfort in French-speaking 
towns.

Ebale says her strong message 
on Human Rights Day is that 
civilians should denounce those 
who physically and sexually 
abuse women and girls displaced 
by Cameroon’s separatist crisis. 
She says 130 of the roughly 370 
displaced females who rushed to 
her association for help after 
they were raped or forced into 
prostitution in the past two 
months were diagnosed with 
gonorrhea, chlamydia and or 
syphilis.

Eighteen-year old Immaculate 
Efossi escaped from Mamfe, an 

E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  
southwestern  town,  in  
February after armed men 
torched a girls’ school 
dormitory. She says she spent 
two months living in the 
courtyard of the Roman 
Catholic church cathedral in 
French-speaking Douala.

Efossi says a man who 
promised her a domestic 
worker job instead abused her.

"I did every work, cleaning 
the house, cleaning the 
children and dresses and then 
cooking, yet I had only one 
meal each day," said Efossi. 
"He kept on promising to pay 
my salary which he never paid 
for seven months. Honestly I 
could not leave his house 
despite the abuse because I 
had nowhere to go."

Efossi said she was directed 
by a friend who left Mamfe and 
was abused sexually for a year 
to Women's Rights, a female 
activist group. Women's Rights 
says the man who abused 
Efossi and 11 other displaced 
girls and women is now facing 
charges in Douala.

Cameroon’s government 
says children in the troubled 
western regions face violence, 
kidnapping, rape, being 
forced out of schools and into 
e a r l y  m a r r i a g e ,  a n d  
recruitment by armed groups.

When they escape to 
French-speaking towns for 
s a f e t y,  m a n y  b e c o m e  
homeless, lack an education 
a n d  a r e  f o r c e d  i n t o  
prostitution and hard labor in 
plantations.  VOA

ASHINGTON — A 

Wplan announced by 
t h e  U . S .  

Department of Homeland 
Security in October to grant 
temporary protected status to 
Ethiopians temporarily inside 
the United States because of 
the war in their homeland is 
set to go into effect beginning 
Monday.

" T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
recognizes the ongoing armed 
conflict and the extraordinary 
and temporary conditions 
engulfing Ethiopia, and DHS is 
committed to providing 
temporary protection to those 
in need," said Secretary of 
Homeland Security Alejandro 
Mayorkas when the plan was 
announced.

Temporary  p rotected  
status, or TPS, is often granted 
to people visiting the United 
States temporarily, including 

students, business officials and 
tourists, who fear returning 
home to countries struck by 
conflict or natural disasters.

They can remain in the United 
States, even with expired visas, 
as long as the TPS order is in 
place.

Mayorkas' order permits 
Ethiopians without permanent 
residence or citizenship to 
remain in the United States up 
to 18 months. TPS status can 
be renewed, depending on the 
circumstances of the home 
country.

Refugees who fled the conflict in Ethiopia's Tigray region
ride a bus going to the Village 8 temporary shelter

photo shows Fawaz Ould Ahmed, who received a deathphoto shows Fawaz Ould Ahmed, who received a death
penalty in Mali for involvement in attacks that killed dozenspenalty in Mali for involvement in attacks that killed dozens

photo shows Fawaz Ould Ahmed, who received a death
penalty in Mali for involvement in attacks that killed dozens

 A mother and her child sit with other families at a camp
for internally displaced people in Dougi, Cameroon.

 Ethiopians in US Can Apply for
Temporary Protected Status Soon

US Indicts Mauritanian Man for Role
in Deadly Mali Restaurant Attacks

Cameroon Rights Groups Demand Protection of
Displaced Women and Children from Rights Abuses
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PRESIDENT GEORGE MANNEH Weah is joining fellow leaders from 
Africa and perhaps other parts of the world for a leadership 
summit this week with United States President Joe Biden in 
Washington, DC. Tagged the Africa Leaders’ Summit, it is upon the 
invitation of President Biden. This is also President Weah’s first 
official engagement (face-to-face) with the U.S. President.

LIKE OTHER AFRICAN leaders attending, this forum provides 
President Weah a great opportunity to tell the U.S. President and 
fellow delegates progress of his leadership in the last five years 
and challenges besetting his government, as Liberia goes to 
elections next year.

SPECIFICALLY, MR. WEAH will talk about the economy that has 
made no significant on the lives of ordinary Liberians, including 
financial constraints that are impeding development.

BUT HE SHOULD tell President Biden how three of his key officials 
that were designated by the U.S. Treasury Department under the 
Global Magnitsky Act or GloMag, for ongoing public corruption, 
are yet to be prosecuted under Liberian law. President Weah 
should also say that under his leadership, US$25 million taken 
from the country’s reserve immediately after he took office, to 
mop up excess liquidity in the economy, is yet to be properly 
accounted for.

HE SHOULD ACCOUNT under his watch, how four young auditors 
died suspiciously in Monrovia, including the Head of the Internal 
Auditing Agency (IAA) Emmanuel Beythan Nyensua. Yes! It is 
important that our President tell fellow leaders how these great 
sons and daughter died while auditing COVID-19 funds.

PRESIDENT WEAH SHOULD explain how University of Liberia 
students protesting peacefully before the Embassy of the United 
States near Monrovia got brutalized by a pro-Congress for 
Democratic Change (CDC) youths that left Student Walter Sisulu 
badly brutalized and taken abroad for medication.

THE LEADERSHIP SUMMIT this week also provides an opportunity 
for the Liberian leader to speak on corruption that has drag his 
government’s image into the mud, including his continuous ties 
with rebels INPFL leader Senator Prince Yormie Johnson, also 
sanctioned by the U.S. Government for votes buying and other 
acts of corruption.

AS PRESIDENT OF Liberia, he should be in the position by now to 
account how Liberian Diplomatic Passport got in the hand of a 
criminal that is currently being investigated by the F.B.I. 
President Joe Biden would be interested in knowing how Cocaine 
valued US$100 million ducked at the Freeport of Monrovia, 
offloaded and taken to a warehouse in Gardnersville outside 
Monrovia before it was arrested upon tipoff from the U.S. 
Embassy near Monrovia.

PRESIDENT WEAH SHOULD say clearly what motivated attempt 
by his administration to dissolve the Liberia Anti-Corruption 
Commission after several audit reports that indicted a number of 
government institutions, including lack of political will to 
adequately support anti-graft institutions in his government, that 
has left those entities existing only by names.
 
IT IS IMPORTANT that President Weah muster enough courage to 
speak on these issues plus more that border on leadership to 
demonstrate his government’s sincerity to govern with 
transparency and accountability – marks of quality leadership, as 
he seeks a second term in office.

Weah should tell
President Joe Biden
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H I C A G O / N E W  Y O R K  –  T h e  

Cmalfunctioning of the government bond 
market in a developed economy is an 

early warning of potential financial 
instability. In the United Kingdom, the new 
government’s proposed “mini-budget” raised 
the specter of unsustainable sovereign debt 
and led to a dramatic widening in long-term 
gilt yields. Recognizing the systemic 
importance of the government bond market, 
the Bank of England correctly stepped in, both 
pausing its plan to unload gilts from its 
balance sheet and announcing that it will buy 
gilts over a fortnight at a scale near that of its 
planned sales for the next 12 months.

Markets have since calmed down. But as 
commendable as the BOE’s prompt response 
has been, we must ask what blame central 
banks bear for financial markets’ current 
fragility. After all, while long-term gilt yields 
have stabilized, gilt market liquidity (judging 
by bid-ask spreads) has not improved. And 
across the Atlantic, the market for US 
Treasuries is also raising liquidity concerns. 
Many metrics are flashing red, just like at the 
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 
in the aftermath of Lehman Brothers’ failure 
in 2008.

After two years of quantitative easing (QE) – 
when central banks buy long-term bonds from 
the private sector and issue liquid reserves in 
return – central banks around the world have 
begun to shrink their balance sheets, and 
liquidity seems to have vanished in the space 
of just a few months. Why has quantitative 
tightening (QT) produced that result? In a 
recent paper co-authored with Rahul Chauhan 
and Sascha Steffen (which we presented at 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City’s 
Jackson Hole conference in August), we show 
that QE may be quite difficult to reverse, 
because the financial sector has become 
dependent on easy liquidity.

This dependency arises in multiple ways. 
Commercial banks, which typically hold the 
reserves supplied by central banks during QE, 
finance their own asset purchases with short-
term demand deposits that represent potent 
claims on their liquidity in tough times. 
Moreover, although advanced-economy 
central-bank reserves are the safest assets on 
the planet, they offer low returns, so 
commercial banks have created additional 
revenue streams by offering reserve-backed 
liquidity insurance to others. This generally 
takes the form of higher credit card limits for 
households, contingent credit lines to asset 
managers and non-financial corporations, and 
broker-dealer relationships that promise to 
help speculators meet margin calls (demands 
for additional cash collateral).

The speculators are not limited to hedge 
funds, as we recently learned in the UK. 
Rather, they also include normally staid 
pension funds that have engaged in so-called 
liability-driven investment: To compensate 
for the QE-induced low return on long-term 
gilts, they increased the risk profile of their 
other assets, taking on more leverage, and 
hedging any interest risk with derivatives. 
While their hedged position ensured that an 
interest-rate increase would have an equal 
impact on their asset and liability values, it 
also generated margin calls on their 
derivative positions. Lacking the cash to meet 
these calls, they were reliant on bankers with 
spare liquidity for support.

In sum, during periods of QE, the financial 
sector generates substantial potential claims 
on liquidity, effectively eating up much of the 
issued reserves. The quantity of spare liquidity 
is thus much smaller than that of issued 
reserves, which can become a big problem in 
the event of a shock, such as a government-
induced scare.

Our study also finds that, in the case of the 
United States, QT makes conditions even 
tighter still, because the financial sector does 
not quickly shrink the claims that it has issued 
on liquidity, even as the central bank takes 
back reserves. This, too, makes the system 
vulnerable to shocks – an accident waiting to 
happen. During the last episode of QT in the 
US, even relatively small, unexpected 
increases in liquidity demand – such as a surge 
in the Treasury’s account at the Fed – caused 
massive dislocation in Treasury repo markets. 
That is exactly what happened in September 
2019, prompting the Fed to resume its liquidity 
injections.

The onset of the pandemic in March 2020 was 
an even larger liquidity shock, with 
corporations drawing down credit lines from 
banks and speculators seeking help in meeting 
margin calls. Central banks duly flooded the 
system with reserves. One can only imagine the 
scale of the intervention that would have been 
needed if the shock had been as bad as the one 
in 2008. An even deeper crisis would have 
prompted some depositors to dash for cash, 
causing some banks to hoard spare liquidity to 
meet unexpected claims on the deposits they 
had amassed during the boom times.

Put differently, the larger the scale and the 
longer the duration of QE, the greater the 
liquidity that financial markets become 
accustomed to, and the longer it will take for 
central banks to normalize their balance 
sheets. But since financial, real, and fiscal 
shocks do not respect central banks’ 
timetables, they often will force fresh central-
bank interventions, as we saw in the UK.

Monetary policymakers thus find themselves in 
a very difficult position. A central bank may 
need to raise rates to reduce inflation. But if it 
also must simultaneously supply liquidity to 
stabilize government bond markets, it risks 
sending a mixed message about its policy 
stance – not to mention raising concerns that it 
has become a direct financier of the 
government. Not only does this complicate 
policy communication; it also could prolong 
the fight against inflation.

While central banks have always had a duty to 
provide emergency liquidity, doing so on a 
sustained, large-scale basis is an entirely 
different kettle of fish. Our findings suggest 
that QE will be quite difficult to reverse, not 
least because QT itself increases the system’s 
vulnerability to shocks. While the BOE deserves 
praise for riding to the rescue, central banks 
more generally need to reflect on their own 
role in making the system so vulnerable.

Raghuram G. Rajan, former governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India, is Professor of 
Finance at the University of Chicago Booth 
School of Business and the author, most 
recently, of The Third Pillar: How Markets 
and the State Leave the Community Behind 
(Penguin, 2020). Viral Acharya is Professor 
of Economics at New York University’s Stern 
School of Business.

Where Has All the Liquidity Gone?

By Raghuram G. Rajan
and Viral Acharya
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Op-ed

  

UXEMBOURG – No one could have predicted the extent to which COVID-19 would erode 

Ldecades of progress in global public health. And the world is still reeling from the shock. 
But we have the opportunity – and the duty – to learn the right lessons to mitigate the 

ongoing pandemic, while minimizing the risk of similar events in the future.

Though there are new threats on the horizon, we must not allow our focus to move away from 
COVID-19. The pandemic highlighted significant gaps in our global health systems. To leave 
them unaddressed would be bad public policy and bad economics, because there can never be 
a trade-off between health and economic development. COVID-19 has demonstrated that 
health is central to development, prosperity, and national security.

The pandemic’s disruption of health services has resulted in spikes in HIV, tuberculosis, 
malaria, and many non-communicable diseases – both unreported cases and deaths. These are 
diseases that the world had previously made great gains toward controlling. Making matters 
worse, the pandemic has led to decreased life expectancy, lower basic immunization 
coverage, and increased psychosocial and mental-health challenges.

Compounding the pandemic’s painful legacy, the war in Ukraine has triggered an extensive 
humanitarian crisis, endangered global food supplies, increased food and energy prices, and 
threatens to cause recession and economic hardship around the world. In September, the 
International Monetary Fund warned that “the impact of higher import costs for food and 
fertilizer for those highly exposed to food insecurity will add $9 billion to their balance of 
payments pressures – in 2022 and 2023. This will erode countries’ international reserves, and 
their ability to pay for food and fertilizer imports.”

Moreover, higher interest rates and tightening financial conditions have raised the specter of 
widespread debt distress in low- and middle-income countries. By subjecting public finances 
to great strain, recent global shocks have put vital, long-term health investment at risk.

Global solidarity and equity are the underpinnings of any effective response to the challenges 
we face. We must advance on three fronts to preserve the central role that health systems – 
and more precisely primary health care – play at all times, and especially when economic 
crises hit. 

First, investment in primary health care must increase, because investment gaps in health 
widen during difficult times such as we are experiencing now. These gaps, in turn, increase 
the risks people face from global threats, manmade or otherwise. It is in everybody’s interest 
to help all countries that lack resources to invest sufficiently in health-system resilience and 
pandemic preparation and response.

Second, innovation in life sciences needs more financing, especially to scale it up in a 
sustainable manner. This means supporting local production or mental-health service delivery 
innovations that reach millions of people and are incorporated into the primary health-care 
system. 

Third, multilateral organizations should collaborate to prepare us all to confront future 
health threats more effectively. Here, initiatives such as a legally binding pandemic accord, 
developed and ratified by countries and rooted in the World Health Organization constitution, 
can provide the desperately needed playbook for preventing and responding to pandemics.
  
Unfortunately, even before COVID-19, the world was lagging in the race to meet globally 
agreed health targets, including many of those enshrined in the Sustainable Development 
Goals for 2030. The pandemic has set us back further.

In times of rising debt and increasing risks to debt sustainability, governments, international 
organizations, and financial institutions must cooperate closely to get us back on track. While 
illustrating the many shortcomings in global cooperation, COVID-19 has also demonstrated the 
importance of working together.

That is why our two organizations have committed to combining our strengths to promote and 
increase investments in health.  
For example, with support from the European Investment Bank, the WHO, the Wellcome 
Trust, and others, the AMR Action Fund is investing in innovative solutions to tackle 
antimicrobial resistance and ensure that there is a pipeline of new drugs to address key needs. 
The scientific community already identifies antimicrobial resistance as “the silent pandemic” 
and a serious threat to global health and development.

Moreover, we are working to channel additional resources from other partners, such as the 
European Commission, development finance institutions, and private-sector actors, to boost 
health services where they are needed most. Earlier this year, we announced a partnership, in 
cooperation with the European Commission and the African Union, to strengthen health 
systems, in particular primary health care, in Africa. The EIB has pledged to make at least €500 
million ($520 million) available to mobilize more than €1 billion in investment, with a 
particular focus on primary health care in Sub-Saharan Africa.

New cooperative projects are already moving ahead in Africa and the Middle East. In Rwanda, 
the WHO will directly advise the government on rebuilding the country’s National Health 
Laboratory, with financing from the European Commission and the EIB. The new laboratory 
will perform more than 80,000 tests each year, serving a population of more than 12 million.

To have a measurable impact in these countries, we focus on using innovative finance 
mechanisms that spur domestic funding and promote our shared goal of health for all. At the 
same time, we are committed to promoting sustainability in debt management, so that our 
partner countries’ investments in health do not result in financial pain. Again, to invest in 
health is to promote good economic policy.

Good health and well-being are goals the whole world shares. To accelerate the deployment of 
innovative health solutions, countries and institutions must work together, fostering 
cooperation not only between states, but also between governments and the private sector.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org

Global Health Is the Best
Investment We Can Make

By Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
Werner Hoyer OPINION

AMBRIDGE – In April 2022, the world’s richest person, Elon Musk, asked, “Is 

CTwitter dying?” Five days later, he launched an apparently whimsical bid to buy 
the social-media platform. It took months of legal wrangling to complete the 

deal, but on October 27, Musk honored his $44 billion offer, acquiring a new toy: free 
speech.

Financially, Musk’s acquisition of Twitter was an odd move. Despite its user base of 
some 200 million – including politicians, journalists, and celebrities – Twitter has not 
turned a profit in eight of the last ten years. And not only did Musk sink a substantial 
chunk of his personal wealth into the purchase; he also borrowed $13 billion from a 
consortium of lenders – loans that will cost $9 billion in interest payments over the 
next 7-8 years.

According to Musk, money was never the point. He is seeking to “help humanity,” by 
investing in a public good: the world’s digital town square. In fact, Musk has now 
gained considerable influence over that square. By taking Twitter private, its CEO – or 
Chief Twit, as Musk has called himself – has ensured that he can do as he pleases, with 
no shareholders to whom he must answer.

Musk’s brand is crisis. But Twitter’s financial woes – particularly the specter of its 
possible bankruptcy – give him the pretext he needs to behave as harshly and 
erratically as he pleases, a tactic that he previously used at two of his other 
companies, Tesla and SpaceX.

Musk is to business what Donald Trump is to politics. His performance-art leadership 
entails sleeping at the office, bringing his two-year-old son to a tense board meeting, 
and walking into company headquarters carrying a sink. These bull-in-a-china-shop 
eccentricities appear to be designed to distract from more egregious acts, such as 
reinstating a slew of banned accounts (including Trump’s) and laying off roughly half 
of Twitter’s workforce. New owners often fire their detractors; unlike Musk, few brag 
about it.

Musk’s antics have sparked a debate about organizational best practices. His cult 
following of Musketeers, Muskrats, and Muskies – who hail him as a visionary genius – 
seem convinced that tough leadership can be essential to revive a wilting company. 
His critics lament the return of “bad boss” culture after decades of progress.

Economic theory seems to back the latter camp. In Exit, Voice, and Loyalty, his classic 
study of institutional decline, political economist Albert O. Hirschman proposed that 
rising dissatisfaction within an organization confronts agents with a choice: exercise 
their power by leaving, or by remaining and trying to tackle the sources of decline. 
Which option an employee chooses depends significantly on loyalty.

At Musk’s Twitter, loyalty appears to be in short supply, with workers, users, and 
advertisers flocking to the exits. After Musk issued an ultimatum to Twitter’s 
remaining staff – commit to be “extremely hard core” and work “long hours at high 
intensity” or take three months of severance pay – 1,200 employees left, with many 
now being actively pursued by other tech companies.

Twitter has been losing its most active users, or “heavy tweeters,” for a while now. 
But this trend has now gone into overdrive, with an estimated 1.3 million users – 
including many whose careers have benefited significantly from the platform – fleeing 
within a week of Musk’s takeover.

Advertising revenue – the source of 90% of Twitter’s revenue – has been declining 
steeply as well, driven by fears that Musk’s laissez-faire approach to content 
moderation poses a risk to firms’ reputations. Already, civil-rights groups have called 
for a global advertising boycott, and major advertisers – including the Carlsberg 
Group, Balenciaga, Chipotle Mexican Grill, General Mills, General Motors, Macy’s, REI, 
United Airlines, and the Volkswagen Group – have pulled back from the platform. The 
Omnicom Media Group – which represents companies like PepsiCo. and McDonald’s – 
has advised clients to pause their Twitter advertising.

As the philosopher Michael Sandel has argued, there are some things that should not 
be for sale. Free speech is one of them. Whatever premium Musk paid for Twitter, his 
obsession with maximizing efficiency and wealth blinds him to Twitter’s fundamental 
achievement: a genuine global conversation, warts and all. Musk fails to see that it’s 
the people, not the pavement, that make the town square, and that his “free-speech 
absolutism” is replacing townspeople with tourists and trolls.

Engineers familiar with the situation have warned that Twitter may be too short-
staffed to continue operating the platform effectively; already, cracks are beginning 
to appear, such as a return to manual retweets, “ghostly” follower counts, and errors 
loading replies. The writer Stephen King has joked that the Trump-supporting brand 
MyPillow will soon be the platform’s only advertiser. And media speculate that a mass 
exodus of liberal and leftist users could turn Twitter into another failed far-right 
forum like Parler or Trump’s own Truth Social.

Even if he manages to make the platform profitable, Musk seems determined to send 
the conversational commons to the gallows. To answer Musk’s question, yes, Twitter 
may be dying. And he is writing its epitaph.

Antara Haldar is Associate Professor of Empirical Legal Studies at the University 
of Cambridge.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org

Killing Twitter

By Antara Haldar
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L
i be r i a ' s  Ju s t i ce  
Minister and acting 
head of state, Cllr. 

Musah Dean has granted 
permission for the holding of 
the December 17 planned 

peaceful rally organized by 
the Collaborating Political 
Parties (CPP).

M i n i s t e r  D e a n  h a s  
accordingly directed the 
Liberia National Police to 
prov ide a l l  necessary  
protection to citizens 
attending the December 17 
rally, outside the SKD Sports 
Complex in Paynesville, 
Monrovia. 

In a letter dated December 
8, addressed to CPP Deputy 
Secretary General Martin 
Kollah and forwarded to 
Police Director Patrick Sudue, 
Justice Minister Dean ordered 
the Police to provide and 

ensure protection of all 
citizens attending the Rally.

The head of the Organizing 
Committee of the CPP 
peaceful rally said the rally is 
intended for the suffering 
masses, and those injured by 
t h e  f a i l e d  a n d  i n e p t  
administration of President 
George Weah to amplify their 
demands for good governance 
and to end the worsening 

economic conditions in the 
country.

Amb. Lewis Brown said the 
December 17 planned peaceful 
rally goes beyond Political 
Parties and involves civil 
society, interest groups, 
religious groups, as well as 
o r d i n a r y  L i b e r i a n s  
disappointed and affected by 
the poor performance of the 
Weah's administration.

According to Amb. Brown, 
the December 17 rally is a 
platform created by the CPP 
for Liberians to vent their 
frustration and dissatisfaction 
against the deteriorating 
economic conditions and 
extreme poverty in Liberia.

"If you are enjoying stay 
home. If you like the poor state 
of affairs, stay home. If you 
scared stay home. But if you 
are suffering and bearing more 
than you can carry, then the 
p lanned  December  17 ,  
Peaceful rally is for you," Mr. 
Brown said as he called on all 
Liberians irrespective of 
political affiliations, to attend 
the rally.

The organizing Committee 
assured Liberians that the 
December 17 rally will be 
Peaceful and that the police 
are duty-bound by law to 
ensure maximum protection of 
its citizens.

more headline news       more headline news 

wo men have died 

Ta f t e r  b e i n g  
e l e c t r o c u t e d  

during a suspected power 
theft operation in New 
Matadi, Sinkor, a Monrovia 
suburb. 

Residents said the men 
allegedly attempted to 
steal a current from a 
L i b e r i a  E l e c t r i c i t y  
Corporation (LEC) pole in 
Dr. Dweh Community in 
Matadi.

T h e  s a d  i n c i d e n t  
occurred early Saturday 
morning, 10 December 
2022, at about 3 am. 

One of the deceased was 
identified as Bill Zogar, and 
his body was retrieved by 
family members and quickly 
taken for burial.

The other deceased was 
examined by the Liberia 
National Police (LNP) 
Forensic Team while the 
c a s e  i s  p e n d i n g  a n  
investigation. 

According to witnesses in 
the area, the deceased men 
met their untimely death 
after they attempted to 
illegally connect cables to 
supply power to other 
residents of the area from 
the LEC pole.

Residents said proceeds 

from such alleged illegal 
connections on LEC poles are for 
the personal benefit of the 
power thieves.

Community dwellers stated to 
the NewDawn that the two 
victims were alleged criminals.

The deceased men were said 
to be residents of the area for 
many years.

Residents alleged that power 
theft was a common practice for 
the deceased, and they allegedly 
commercialized it for their 
benefit. 

During their last alleged 
power theft operation, residents 
said one of the deceased had 
succeeded in cutting off the LEC 
pole.

Unfortunately, the pole fell 
on a high-tension line, and one of 
the deceased was electrocuted 

instantly. 
His accomplice, who tried 

to rescue him from the high-
tens ion  l i ne ,  a l so  got  
electrocuted.

Our reporter who visited 
the scene said following the 
electrocution, the suspected 
thieves were left with several 
burns on their bodies.

This incident occurred 
while LEC and Stakeholders are 
carrying on an anti-power 
theft campaign to reduce the 
theft of electricity across 
Monrovia and its environs.

The head of the anti-power 
theft campaign and head of 
the General Services Agency 
(GSA) Madam Mary T. Broh has 
said that power theft remains 
a serious issue here.

T
h e  A l l - L i b e r i a n  
Conference on Dual 
Citizenship (ALCOD), 

representing over 500,000 
Liberians in the diaspora, has 
voted to name President George 
Manneh Weah as Diaspora Person 
of the Year 2022. 

According to an ALCOD 
r e l e a s e ,  t h i s  c o m e s  i n  
acknowledgement of the Liberian 
leader’s sustained and laser-
focused leadership in the 
advocacy for Dual Citizenship for 
Liberians, who campaigned for 
dual citizenship under the slogan, 
“Once A Liberian, Always a 
Liberian.” The push for dual 
citizenship by ALCOD essentially 
started back in 2005; and 
climaxed with President Weah 
affixing his signature to the Bill 
enacted by the Legislature on 
July 22, 2022, and therefore 

became a law of the land. 
The Diaspora Person of the 

Year is the premier award from 
the Liberian Diaspora set aside to 
be given to individual(s) or 
institution(s) who made the most 
impact in advocating for Dual 
Citizenship for natural born 
Liberians and those born of 
Liberian parentage, in the year 
under review. Previous recipients 
include President Ellen Johnson 
S i r l e a f ,  V i c e  Pr e s i d e n t ,  
Ambassador Joseph N. Boakai, 
Senator Cllr. Varney G.H. 
Sherman, Cllr. Archibald F. 
Bernard, Representative Acarous 
Moses Gray, Deputy Speaker J. 
Fonati Koffa and Representative 
Cllr. A. Kanie Wesso.

ALCOD is the advocacy 
consortium established by the 
various national  diaspora 
umbrella organizations, which 
include the Union of Liberian 
Associations in the Americas 
(ULAA), European Federation of 
Liberian Associations (EFLA), and 
Liberian Advocacy for Change 
(LAFC), Federation of Liberia 
Communit ies  in  Austra l ia  
(FOLICA), United Liberian 
Association of Ghana (ULAG), 
Liberian Association of Canada 
(LAC), and Conference of 

Liberian Organizations in South-
western United States of America 
(COLOSUS).

In 2005, diaspora Liberians 
initiated the advocacy for dual 
citizenship under the able 
leadership of then ULAA National 
President, Mr. Arthur K. Watson. 
In 2007 the late Senator J. Hodo 
Manston, Sr., then General 
Chairman of Liberian Citizens 
Commi t t ee  f o r  Na t i ona l  
Consciousness and Progress, Inc., 
launched his own advocacy for 
dual citizenship. In 2009 
President Anthony V. Kesselly of 
ULAA travelled to Liberia to 
advocate for dual citizenship, 
where he attended the TRC 
N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  
developing the TRC Final Report, 
and then held talks with 
Executive and Legislative leaders 
including President Pro-Tempore 

of the Senate, Senator Cletus S. 
Wortorson, House Speaker J. Alex 
Tyler, and President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf, as well as 
holding a conference with the 
Board of Commissioners of the 
National Elections Commission 
(NEC).  As a result the TRC Final 
Report recommended Dual 
Citizenship and Out-of-Country 
Voting for Liberians.

In  2010  the  European  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L i b e r i a n  
Associations (EFLA) and Coalition 
of Concerned Liberians (CCL) 
travelled to Liberia to advocate 
for dual citizenship. In 2012 
under the leadership of President 
Gaye D. Sleh, Jr. of ULAA and the 
former Liberian Ambassador 
accredited to the United States, 
H i s  Exce l lency  Jeremiah  
Solunteh, diaspora Liberians met 
in Washington DC for a Diaspora 
conference on Dual Citizenship. 
The conference resolved to 
establish the All-Liberian 
Conference on Dual Citizenship 
(ALCOD). ULAA Eminent Person 
Eminent Emmanuel S. Wettee 
was elected as ALCOD Chairman. 

The sole purpose of ALCOD 
was to coordinate strategies and 

By Emmanuel Wise Jipoh 

CPP gets permit for December 17, rally Weah names Diaspora person of the Year

President George Manneh Weah President George Manneh Weah President George Manneh Weah 

Two electrocuted in Matadi

Scene at the electrocution siteScene at the electrocution siteScene at the electrocution site CONT’D ON PAGE 7
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T
h e  C e n t e r  f o r  
Transparency and 
Accountability in 

L ibe r i a  (CENTAL)  ha s  
reported that 90% of the 
respondents believe that 
corruption remains high in 

Liberia.
CENTAL’s Second State of 

Corruption Report (SCORE 
2022) made the revelation 
despite the government's 
claim of making strides in 
fighting the menace.

With support from the 
Swedish government through 
the Swedish International 
Development Corporation 
Agency (SIDA), CENTAL 
launched its Second State of 
Corruption Report over the 
weekend.

CENTAL SCORE 2022 
followed the maiden edition 

released in 2021.
It reflects people’s views 

and experiences of corruption 
and gauges public reactions to 
the fight against crime in 
Liberia.

Results of the SCORE 2022 
and are presented against the 
results of the previous report 
of 2021. 

Making the presentation at 
a local hotel in Monrovia, Atty. 
Isaac Nyantte, CENTAL/ALAC 
Coordinator, revealed that 
sixty-two percent of those 
surveyed hold the view that 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  
commitment to fighting 
corruption remains very low.

It also said 14% rated the 
government’s commitment as 
moderate.  

According to him, the 
public confidence level in 
public institutions to tackle 
the menace remains low, 
rather the majority of 

respondents believe in the 
media, religious institutions, 
and civil society to tackle 
corruption.

Performing the official 
launching ceremony, Swedish 
Ambassador to Liberia Urban 
Sjöström said the SCORE 2022 
indicates that corruption has 
become seriously alarming, 
r e q u i r i n g  s t r o n g e r  
partnerships, collaborations, 
and shared understanding to 
fight it.

This report is key for the 
people of Liberia to come 
together to fight corruption 
because the menace is a major 
obstacle to the growth of 
Liberia.

He said there's a need to see 
that the corruption fight can 
be strengthened through 
national ownership, and the 
good thing is that there's a 
possibility within the report 
for a change.

For her part, the Deputy 
Head of Mission at the British 
Embassy in Liberia, Kate 
Thomson, said the British 
Government places zero 
tolerance on corruption and 
will support every effort aimed 
at curtailing it in Liberia. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  C l l r.  T.  
Negbalee Warner, Board Chair 
of CENTAL, acknowledged that 
the fight against corruption is a 
holistic process.

He said CENTAL values 
genuine partnerships to 
strengthen efforts against the 
menace. 

He further stated that 
cooperat ion matters  in  
tackling corruption at all 
levels.

more headline news       more headline news 

By Lewis S. Teh 

L
one s t a r  Ce l l  MTN ,  
L i b e r i a ’ s  l e a d i n g  
telecommunication GSM 

Company, over the weekend 
celebrated its fourth Carol night 
and Lighting of a Christmas tree 
in Congo Town, outside the 
nation's capital.

 
The 4th Carol night and 

lighting of the Christmas tree 
sought to unite and reconcile 
Liberians and above all, share 
gifts and laughter. 

The program also aimed at 
providing and enhancing the 
quality services of Lonestar Cell 
MTN and provision of gifts for all 
Lonestar Cell MTN customers who 
will make requests in the online 

comment box.
The launch of the program, 

which was held Friday, 9 
December 2022 at Lonestar Cell 
MTN head office in Congo Town 
brought  together  severa l  
L i be r i an s  and  co rpo r a te  
organizations in commensuration 
with the event.

The program was graced by 
several gospel musical groupings 
and artists who performed 
beautiful Charistam carol songs, 
lyrics, and spoken words about 
the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.

Meanwhile, the entertaining 
carol night was also attended by 
the family of the Liberia Bank for 
Development and Investment, 
Afriland Bank, Access Bank 
Liberia, and United Bank of 
Liberia, among others.

Giving an overview and 
introduction of the program, the 
project lead director Ms. Nula 
E r n a  E n d e r s  e x p r e s s e d  
excitement and appreciation to 
participants and stakeholders for 

honoring their invitation.
 She indicated that there is a 

lot of happiness, excitement, 
and appreciation at Christmas 
that unites people and a country 
than that which divides.

 According to her, every year, 
they celebrate the carol night 
and lighting of the Christmas 
tree, but it’s mostly done 
internally among the staff.

But this time, She said they 
decided to make it stakeholders 
so that the laughter and fun can 
be shared.

“We usually have this program 
just among ourselves and give out 
prestigious prizes. However, we 
decided to open it this time 
around so that we all can have 
fun, and laughter together and 
appreciate how far he has 

brought us,’’ Ms. Ender noted.
Executive Officer Mr. Rahul De 

Johnett thanked the lead project 
coordinator and the entire staff 
for the service provided during 
the period under review.  

According to him, Lonestar 
Cell MTN continues to stand tall 
among its peers in Liberia 
because of its staff, customers, 
and the unbeatable quality 
service it continues to provide for 
the Liberian people.

“We thank you for coming. 
Those you saw displaying here 
today are people we trained. 
However, as we [are] about to 
enter the New Year, we have new 
offers to give out and new things 
to introduce,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the stakeholders 
at the same time thanked the 
company for the company 
provided and recommended that 
Lonestar Cell MTN increase its 
internet service in every part of 
Liberia as it with its mobile 
money service. --Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

Lonestar Cell MTN celebrates 4th Carol Night90% of citizens says corruption high in Liberia
–CENTAL report reveals

–As Liberians to benefit from tremendous prestigious Christmas gifts
By Lincoln G. Peters
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o n f e r e n c e  

Cdelegates received 
c e r t i f i c a t e s  

fol lowing a three-day 
maiden edition of the Liberia 
Health Education and 
Re s e a r c h  C o n f e r e n c e  
(LHERC)  he ld  a t  the  
University of Liberia College 
of Health Sciences (ULCHS), 
supported by USAID.

The Liberia Medical 
Students Association (LMSA), 
with support from the USAID-
funded BRIDGE-U: Applying 
Research for a Healthy 
L i b e r i a  P r o j e c t ,  o n  
Wednesday, 7 December 
2022 convened the maiden 
edition of the LHERC.

The conference climaxed 
Saturday, 9 December 2022 
at the University of Liberia’s 
College of Health Sciences in 
Congo Town with the 
certification of delegates.

The Conference aimed to 
p r o m o t e  a n  i n t e r -

professional approach to 
contemporize healthcare 
education through research 
skills development among 
these individuals.

The LHERC was a four-day 
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  
conference that brought 

t o g e t h e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  
emerging health professionals 
and professionals across 
Liberia’s health sector.

During the closing program 
Saturday, LMSA president 

Liberian medical students certificated
following research conference

By Lincoln G. Peters

CONT’D ON PAGE 7
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T
he Independent 
Media Stakeholders 
Commit tee  has  

resolved to immediately 
recuse itself from any probe 
into the recent controversial 

Press Union of Liberia (PUL) 
Elective Congress held in 
Gbarnga, Bong County.

The Press Union of Liberia 
(PUL) has welcome the move 
by the committee stating 
that the disengagement is 
prudent to allow the law to 
take its course in these 
ongoing electoral disputes.

T h e  1 1 - m e m b e r  
committee was appointed 
November 23, 2022, by PUL’s 
President Mr. Charles Coffey 
to probe the electoral 
disagreement resulting from 
the PUL’s election.

The committee, meeting 
in an emergency session on 

Friday, December 9, 2022, 
affirmed that while it remains 
open to help resolve the 
current impasse/stalemate 
within the PUL, it cannot 
proceed any further because 
the issue is in court.

On December 2, 2022, the 
presiding justice in Chambers 
of the Supreme Court, 
Associate Justice Yusuf Kaba 
mandated the 9th Judicial 
Circuit Court in Gbarnga, 
Bong County to resume 
jurisdiction over the matter. 
The committee maintains 
that it is not a parallel court, 
and any action of the 
committee that centers on 
mediation and arbitration will 
have no binding effect over 
the litigation process.

The committee expressed 
serious disappointment that 
since its constitution by the 
outgoing PUL’s outgoing 

president Coffey, it has 
received no clearly defined 
terms of reference (TOR) on 
the nature and scope of its 
work. The committee regrets 
that its constitution was 
restricted to a press release 
w i t h o u t  a n y  f o r m a l  
communication to its members 
that has constrained its work.

The Independent Media 
Stakeholders Committee says 
this action on the part of Mr. 
Coffey was most l ikely 
intended to buy time, and 
undermine the work of the 
committee, a situation that 
complicates the matter the 
further.

The committee warned that 
at a time Liberia is poised for 
national elections, the PUL 
must resist all forms of 
external interferences in its 
activities as a credible civil 
society watchdog institution, 
dedicated to promoting media 
freedom, justice, democracy 
and the rule of law.

The committee said it is 
disturbed that the current 
wrangling within PUL has 
serious ramifications for 
Liberia’s democratic processes 
that could undermine the 
moral standing of the PUL as a 
watchdog  organ izat ion,  
dedicated to monitoring ills 
and shortcomings in society.

The committee is of the 
view that the matter at hand is 
by no means trivial, for it is a 
battle for integrity, the very 
soul of our beloved and 
esteemed fraternity  of  

more headline news       more headline news 
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Independent Media Stakeholders
Recuses from PUL’s election Saga Probe
-PUL welcomes decision but…

he National Public 

THealth Institute of 
Liberia (NPHIL) 

o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d  
d i s t r i b u t ed  i n f e c t i o n  
prevention and control 
supplies to eight designated 
points of entry in Liberia.

A press release says the 
donation is worth over three 
hundred thousand United 
States dollars.

The eight designated 
po in t s  o f  ent ry  that  
benefited were the Roberts 
International Airport, Jaynes 
Spriggs Payne Airport, 
Freeport of Monrovia, 
B u c h a n a n  P o r t ,  B o  
Waterside, Ganta, Yekepa, 
and Loguatuo Borders.

Dr. Jeane Macauley, 
Director General of NPHIL, 
making the presentation 
Thursday in Congo Town, 
t h a n k e d  t h e  A f r i c a n  
Development Bank for the 

i m m e n s e  s u p p o r t  t o  
strengthen NPHIL’s capacity 
to detect, prevent and 
respond to public health 
emergencies. 

“The National Public 
Health Institute extends 
appreciation to the African 

Development Bank for the 
i m m e n s e  s u p p o r t  t o  
strengthen NPHIL’s capacity to 
detect, prevent and respond to 
public health emergencies and 
other events of public health 

NPHIL, African Development Bank distribute
infection prevention supplies to eight points of entry

tactics among various diaspora 
organizations for the advocacy for 
Dual Citizenship and Out-of-
Country Voting for Liberians in the 
diaspora.

 In 2013 ALCOD delegation 
travelled to Liberia to advocate 
for dual citizenship. Since 2013 to 
present, ALCOD has worked with 
many diaspora organizations and 
leaders including, but not limited 
to, President Wilmot W. Kunney, 
President Vamba S. Fofana, 
President J. Shiwoh Kamara, who 
travelled to Liberia in 2022 to 
advocate for dual citizenship of 
(ULAA), President Willie K. 
Kamara, Mr. Arthur Jalloh, and 
Mrs. Lorena Travell of (COLOSUS), 
Pres ident  Comfor t  I toka ,  
President Dr. Eugenia Burphy and 
C l l r.  M a r g a r e t  D e c o n t e  
Brumskine-Ricks of (LAFC), 
President Kingston Wleh and 
President Mayango C. Arku all of 
(EFLA).

A long list of eminent diaspora 
Liberians and other functionaries 
back in Liberia and the diaspora 
have over the years invested a lot 
of energy, time and resources in 
the cause of dual citizenship for 
Liberians. To mention just a few: 
Dr. Vera Tolbert, Mr. Abraham G. 
Massaley, Chairman John Lloyd of 
Coalition of Concerned Liberians 
(CCL), Attorney Lloyd Scott, Cllr. 
Edward Dillon, Rev. Marcus 
Sherman, Dr. Al Felix Huges and 
Constance Miama Prempeh all of 
the Union Liberian Association in 
Ghana (ULAG), Mr. Alpha Tongor of 
Liberians In Columbus, Inc. (LICI), 
ULAA Chairman Alfred Sieh Mr. 
Arthur Weah Doe, Dr. George Toto, 
VP Frank Carter and others. 
During the entire period running 
from the kickoff of the campaign 
in 2005 to this point, covering the 

years of President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf’s Administration, the 
dream of dual citizenship for 
Liberians did not materialize, 
though strenuous efforts were 
made from various quarters. 

Of special note is the move 
made by Attorney Alvin Teage 
Jalloh in 2017 to challenge the 
constitutionality of the section 
22.2 of 1974 Al iens and 
Nationality Law in court; and 
with the help of his legal team 
headed by Cllr. Seward Cooper, 
the Supreme Court somewhat 
ruled in his favor in 2019, by 
clipping some of the egregious 
applications of the anti-dual 
citizenship provisions of the Law. 
That ruling by the Supreme Court 
energized advocacy for an 
amendment of the entire Alien 
and National Law, a period that 
saw President Weah expend so 
much effort and profound 
political capital. 

Subsequent to all this, in 2018, 
President Weah established an a 
crack team headed by Cllr. 
Archibald F. Bernard, Legal 
Counsellor to the President, to 
work with ALCOD and members of 
the legislature to legislatively 
repeal the sections of the 1974 
Aliens and Nationality Law 
relating to dual citizenship. Cllr. 
Bernard, collaborating with 
members of the Legislature led to 
the successful message of the 
dual citizenship bill into LAW. 

“The entire Liberian Diaspora 
remains eternally grateful to 
Pr e s i d e n t  We a h  f o r  h i s  
commitment to protecting the 
citizenship rights of thousands of 
natural born Liberians who fled 
their country during the civil war 
into foreign lands and acquired 
the citizenship of other nations. 

Starts from page 5 Weah names Diaspora person

Liberian medical studentsStarts from page 6

Patricia Gray proposed to the 
Government of Liberia and 
international partners the 
establishment of Liberia’s 
research institute at the A.M. 
Dogliotti College of Medicine at 
UL.

According to Ms. Gray, the 
establishment of the research 
institute on the campus will 
enable the country to have 
accurate data and information 
about Liberia’s health and 
medical sector.

She suggested that over the 
past time, they faced challenges 
regarding accurate data about 
research conducted in Liberia.

“During the training, and 
studies, we have encountered 
numerous challenges that have to 
do with research,” said Madam 
Gray. 

She said to find data on 
research conducted in Liberia is 
difficult. Due to this challenge, 
she said they always refer to 
another country for studies 
conducted like in Kenya, Ghana, 

and Nigeria.
“If  you [go] to other 

countries, they have research 
institutes and most [of the] time 
they say Dogliotti College is free 
that is why it’s like this.”

“However, if we have [a] 
research institute and write a 
good paper, at the end of the 
day, the school can have a grant 
to take care of other student 
needs,’’ Madam Gray explained.

The  med ica l  S tudent s  
president further recommended 
that if the Government of Liberia 
and partners can find a reason to 
establish the Liberia research 
institute, it will be important for 
data and research purposes and 
the institute will also be run on 
grant purpose.

Motivating the emerging 
health profess ionals  and 
graduates, the LMSA president 
urged the graduates to make use 
of the knowledge and skills that 
they have acquired.

She appealed that they should 
not sit on the knowledge.

CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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L
'ambassadeur des 
États-Unis au Libéria, 
Michael McCarthy, 

met en garde contre des 
élections non transparentes, 
l i b r e s ,  c r é d i b l e s  n i  
pacifiques, sous peine de 
sanctions supplémentaires 
contre des responsables.

Le diplomate américain a 

e x p l i q u é  q u e  s o n  
g o u v e r n e m e n t  t i e n t  
beaucoup à la lutte contre la 
corruption au Libéria, d’où 
l’importance d’utiliser des 
sanctions chaque fois que 
cela s’avéra nécessaire. Cela 
s’inscrit dans ses objectifs 
communs de développement, 
de démocratie, de sécurité et 
de lutte contre la corruption.

Dans une lettre ouverte 

qu’il a adressée au peuple libérien 
en marge de la commémoration la 
Journée internationale de lutte 
contre la corruption le jeudi 8 
décembre, M McCarthy a dit que 
les sanctions de Global Magnitsky 
sont à juste titre un sujet brûlant 
au Libéria. Selon lui, certains 
L ibér iens  ont  exhor té  le  
gouvernement américain à 

appliquer davantage de sanctions. 
Ils veulent même proposer des 
noms. Tandis que d'autres 
dénoncent un manque d’équité 
dans ces sanctions.

« Soyons clairs : Global 
Magnitsky est un outil que les 
États-Unis utilisent pour se 
p r o t é g e r  d e s  a c t e u r s  
particulièrement corrompus. Ce 
n’est pas pour punir un pays ou un 
gouvernement particulier. Global 

Magnitsky ne remplace en 
aucun cas toute procédure 
judiciaire interne dans le pays 
d'accueil. En fin de compte, la 
« procédure régulière » contre 
un accusé ne peut avoir lieu 
qu'en vertu de la loi libérienne, 
dans les tribunaux libériens », 
souligne encore l'ambassadeur.

Il s’est dit convaincu que les 
Libériens sont généralement 
d'accord avec l'analyse des 
États-Unis selon laquelle la 
corruption est la principale 
cause de l'échec du Libéria à 
prospérer, et que la plupart des 
membres de la communauté 
internationale partagent cette 
opinion.

 C'est la raison pour laquelle 
le département américain du 
Trésor a pris la mesure 
extraordinaire de sanctionner 
cinq hauts responsables 
libériens en seulement trois 
ans sous GloMag. Cet ensemble 
de sanctions a conduit à des 
résultats positifs, notamment 
la  démiss ion  des  t ro i s  
responsables sanctionnés, à 
savoir, l'ancien solliciteur 
général  Sayma Syrenius 
Cephus, l'ancien ministre 
d'État Nathaniel McGill et 
l'ancien directeur général de 
l'Autorité portuaire nationale 
Bill Tweahway. Deux autres 
responsables sanctionnés par 
l e s  É t a t s - U n i s  s o n t  
respectivement le sénateur 
Varney Sherman (comté de 

a ministre française 

Ld e s  A f f a i r e s  
é t r a n g è r e s  

Catherine Colonna était en 
visite officielle en Côte 
d ' I v o i r e .  A p r è s  a v o i r  
rencontré  vendred i  9  
décembre le président 
ivoirien Alassane Ouattara, 
elle s'est rendue dans la 
commune de Yopougon à 
Abidjan pour échanger avec 
des personnalités issues de la 
société civile, dont les 
chanteurs Siro et A'safo, ou 
encore la militante féministe 
Méganne Boho. Cela alors 
que le thème du désamour 
entre  les  populat ions  
africaines et la France 
augmente.

C’est dans la bibliothèque 
1949 de Yopougon - où les 
écritures féminines de 
l'Afrique et du monde afro-
descendant sont à l’honneur 
- qu’ont été conviés, en 
toute  d i sc rét ion,  des  
panélistes issus de la société 
civile. Parmi eux, l’écrivaine 
Véronique Tadjo, la militante 
féministe Méganne Boho ou 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

encore l’éditrice Laure Blédou. Ils 
évoquent devant la ministre leurs 
réussites, leur combat mais aussi 
leurs difficultés.

Le chanteur de Zouglou, Siro, a 
tenu à questionner le sentiment 
anti-français grandissant dans la 
région :

« Pourquoi aujourd’hui, un 
sentiment anti-européen et anti-
français n’est pas tu en Afrique ? 
L’Europe n’a-t-elle pas les moyens 
de communiquer ? Parce que nous 
avons des oreilles et ce que nous 

entendons ici, tant qu’on n’a 
pas entendu le contraire, on 
reste sur ce qu’on entend. Le 
crapaud dans votre maison 
croît, ça vous gêne mais ça 
finit par vous endormir. »

Paris défend « regard 
différent sur l’Afrique »

« Vous changez, mais nous 
aussi on change », lui a 
répondu la ministre française 
des Affaires étrangères qui 

défend un « regard différent 
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epuis son confort à Doha, au Qatar, où il semble être en 

Dvacances, le président George Manneh Weah a constitué un 
comité présidentiel spécial le mardi 29 novembre pour 

travailler avec un comité ad hoc qui doit être établi par M. Lakshmi 
Mittal, président exécutif du géant mondial de l'acier, ArcelorMittal, 
pour résoudre toutes les questions en suspens relatives à un accord 
révisé sur le développement minier (MDA) entre le gouvernement 
du Libéria et la société minière de minerai de fer.

Les membres du comité de trois hommes sont le ministre des 
Affaires étrangères et doyen du cabinet libérien, Dee-Maxwell Saah 
Kemayah, (qui en est le président), Emanuel L. Shaw II, Conseiller du 
Président et Me Archibald Bernard, conseiller juridique du 
président.

L’AML demande neuf années supplémentaires dans le cadre du MDA 
révisé (en plus de sa concession de 25 ans avec l’Etat) pour investir 
davantage dans le secteur minier.

Cependant, notre attention est vivement attirée sur ce qui semble 
clairement être un pouvoir absolu attribué au Comité par le 
Président pour exécuter un sujet aussi délicat qu'un accord de 
concession, dans lequel l'intérêt de l'État et de son peuple est en 
jeu, et dont la ratification par parlement a été suspendue.

Les habitants des zones opérationnelles d'ArcelorMittal Libéria, en 
particulier du comté de Nimba, se sont plaints du refus de 
l'entreprise à mettre en œuvre les obligations de développement 
social en vertu de l'accord, y compris les routes, les centre de santé, 
le logement et les écoles, entre autres.

Dans la lettre qu’il a adressée au président du comité, le président 
Weah a demandé au comité de rencontrer et de s’entretenir avec 
toutes les autorités compétentes de l’Etat du Libéria et 
d'ArcelorMittal, et toutes les autres parties prenantes, soit 
individuellement ou collectivement, à des moments jugés 
appropriés à la seule discrétion du comité, pour la finalisation et la 
mise en œuvre du MDA dans un délai raisonnable. Le comité devra 
soumettre son rapport contenant les conclusions, des 
recommandations et des conseils au bureau du président.

Les instructions que M. Weah a données au Comité, c’est-à-dire " 
rencontrer et s’entretenir avec toutes les autorités compétentes de 
l’Etat du Libéria et d'ArcelorMittal, et toute autre partie prenante, 
individuellement ou collectivement, chaque fois que cela est jugé 
approprié à la seule discrétion du Comité", relèguent le rôle 
important de tous les autres fonctionnaires de l'État et rendent tout 
puissant le Comité présidentiel spécial, qui devient arbitre et 
joueur en même temps.

Avec de tels pouvoirs attribués à des agents de l’Etat dans un pays 
dont les fonctionnaires sont connus pour solliciter et recevoir des 
pots-de-vin des investisseurs pour signer et approuver des accords 
de concession, il est extrêmement difficile de s’attendre à examen 
minutieux et à une procédure appropriée et digne de foi dans le MDA 
actuel avec ArcelorMittal Liberia.

Notre souvenir concernant l'accord initial signé entre le régime de 
l'ancienne présidente Ellen Johnson Sirleaf et l’AML en 2006 est 
encore frais comme si c’était hier.

Les législateurs du Capitol Hill ont reçu chacun une somme d'argent 
non spécifiée et un pick-up à deux cabines pour apposer leur 
signature lors de la ratification de l’accord qui fait l’objet de 
révision aujourd'hui.

Nous ne saurons peut-être pas de sitôt quelles enveloppes que l’on 
prépare pour les membres du soi-disant Comité présidentiel spécial 
dirigé par le ministre Dee-Maxwell Kemayah, qui n'a pas encore 
expliqué comment des passeports diplomatiques libériens sont 
tombés entre les mains des criminels qui font l'objet d'une enquête 
du FBI.

Quand l’exécutif s'attribue des pouvoirs aussi étendus pour un 
accord de concession, reléguant les opinions et les préoccupations 
du peuple qui subit directement les méfaits des investisseurs 
corrompus, il est nécessaire d’interpeler immédiatement le public, 
car c’est le rôle primordial des médias.

Éditorial
Le tout-puissant Comité
présidentiel spécial 
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Elections libériennes : le gouvernement américain
brandit des menaces de sanctions supplémentaires

En visite en Côte d’Ivoire, la cheffe de la diplomatie
française dénonce le sentiment anti-français
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humanitaire ». Elle entendait 
ainsi répliquer à la suspension 
d e  l ’ a i d e  p u b l i q u e  a u  
développement (APD) décidée 
par Paris fin octobre.

Alors que ces décisions 
pourraient mettre en péril 7,5 
m i l l i o n s  d e  p e r s o n n e s  
béné f i c i a i r e s  de  l ’ a i de  
humanitaire au Mali, selon des 
nombreuses ONG qui les ont 
dénoncée s ,  l a  m in i s t r e  
f r a n ç a i s e  d e s  A f f a i r e s  
étrangères Catherine Colonna 
juge que les autorités maliennes 
sont « responsables de leurs 
actes ».

« Pour nous, et compte tenu 
de ce double coup d’État qui a 
frappé le Mali, il n’était pas 
question que quoi que ce soit 
dans l’aide au développement 
de la France, bénéficie à des 
individus liés à la junte ou 
bénéficie à la junte, qui, par des 
détournements, poursuivent 
des actions négatives. Donc 
nous avons pris en février la 
décision de suspendre l’aide au 
développement, sans suspendre 
l’aide humanitaire. Si la junte 
décide, comme il semble qu'elle 
l'ait fait, de suspendre l’aide 
humanitaire qu’apportent des 
ONG françaises ou maliennes. 

sur l’Afrique ». Elle a insisté 
toutefois sur la désinformation 
et les fausses nouvelles dont 
seraient victimes les opinions 
africaines :

« Si tout cela se produit, 
c’est parce qu’il y a des forces à 
l’œuvre qui vous racontent des 
sornettes. Et nous, nous avons 
le devoir d’accompagner le 
développement du pays, et 
vous, vous avez également le 
devoir de ne pas vous faire 
prendre pour des imbéciles. »

Le ministre ivoirien de la 
Promotion de la jeunesse 
Mamadou Touré dénonce quant 
à lui la montée du « populisme » 
: « Nous ne sommes ni pro-
France, ni pro-Russie. Nous 
sommes pro-Africains ».

Pour Paris, la junte malienne 
est la seule « responsable » de 
l’interdiction des ONG

Au Mali également, ce 
sent iment  ant i -F rança i s  
continue à gagner la population 
et même les autorités. La junte 
à Bamako a gouvernement 
malien a annoncé fin novembre 
l’interdiction « de toutes les 
activités menées par les ONG 
opérant au Mali » financées ou 
soutenues par la France, « y 
compris dans le domaine 

Grand Cape Mount) et le 
sénateur Prince Yormie Johnson 
du comté de Nimba.

C’est aux libériens, selon lui, 
de faire entendre leurs voix lors 
des prochaines élections, 
d'autant plus que la plupart des 
responsables qui ont été 
sanctionnés pourraient se 
présenter. En d’autres mots, 
c’est aux libériens de dire s’ils 
v e u l e n t  d e s  d i r i g e a n t s  
corrompus ou non.

Bill Tweahway envisage de se 
présenter au Sénat dans son 
comté natal de River Cess, 
tandis que son collègue 
Nathaniel McGill a déclaré son 
intention de se présenter dans 
le comté de Margibi. Il a déjà 
commencé à organiser des 
meetings pour mobiliser des 
soutiens. Quant à l'ancien 
procureur général Cephus, il a 
dit avoir entamé une procédure 
pour contester sa sanction 
devant l'ambassade des États-
Unis à Monrovia. Il a fait la 
révélation lors d’un entretien 
avec le New Dawn.

A l’ambassadeur McCarthy 
d’ajouter : « En fin de compte, 
ce sont les Libériens, et non le 
gouvernement américain, qui 
sont chargés d'assurer la bonne 
gouvernance au Libéria. Les 
sanctions peuvent aider, mais 
les urnes sont un outil bien plus 
important pour forcer les 
leaders à faire preuve de 
transparence. Si les Libériens 
choisissent d'élire ou de réélire 
des responsables sanctionnés 

comme dirigeants, cela enverra 
un signal très clair sur ce qu'ils 
pensent vraiment de la lutte 
contre la corruption et de 
l'avenir de leur pays ».

« La corruption n'est pas un 
problème uniquement libérien, 
c’est un problème mondial, 
même aux États-Unis à tous les 
niveaux de gouvernance. 
Cependant, à l'occasion de la 
Journée internationale de lutte 
contre la corruption, il convient 
d'examiner ce que davantage de 
Libériens peuvent faire pour 
lutter contre ce fléau », a-t-il 
écrit.

Il recommande ainsi certaines 
mesures urgentes que, selon lui, 
le gouvernement du Libéria peut 
prendre maintenant pour lutter 
contre la corruption. Ces 
mesures ne nécessitent aucune 
assistance internationale. Ces 
mesures sont entre autres le 
financement des institutions 
d'intégrité du Libéria, la 
publication des noms des 
fonctionnaires qui n’ont pas fait 
l a  d é c l a r a t i o n  d e  l e u r  
p a t r i m o i n e ,  r e n d r e  l e s  
informations sur tous les votes et 
actions législatives facilement 
accessibles au public et la 
réduction du financement des 
agences gouvernementales qui 
ne se conforment pas aux 
exigences annuelles en matière 
de rapports financiers ». Ces 
recommandations ne sont que 
quelques exemples, parmi tant 
d'autres, pour renforcer la lutte 
contre la corruption.
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En visite en Côte d’Ivoire,
la cheffe de la diplomatie

Commentaire
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HICAGO/NEW YORK – Le dysfonctionnement du 

Cmarché des obligations d'État dans une 
économie développée est un avertissement 

précoce sur son instabilité financière potentielle. Au 
Royaume-Uni, le nouveau « mini-budget » proposé par 
le gouvernement a ressuscité le spectre de la dette 
souveraine non viable et a conduit à un élargissement 
spectaculaire des rendements des titres d'emprunt à 
long terme. En reconnaissant l'importance systémique 
du marché des obligations d'État, la Banque 
d'Angleterre a réussi son entrée, en suspendant son 
plan de retirer ses titres d'emprunt et en annonçant 
qu'elle allait acheter des titres d'emprunt sur une 
quinzaine de jours à une échelle proche de celle de ses 
ventes prévues pour les 12 prochains mois.

Depuis cela, les marchés se sont calmés. Mais aussi 
louable que puisse être la réponse rapide de la BdE, 
nous devons nous demander quelle est la 
responsabilité des banques centrales dans la fragilité 
actuelle des marchés financiers. Après tout, alors que 
les rendements des titres d'emprunt à long terme se 
sont stabilisés, la liquidité (à en juger par les écarts 
entre la demande et l'offre) ne s'est pas améliorée. De 
l'autre côté de l'Atlantique, le marché des bons du 
Trésor américain soulève également des 
préoccupations en matière de liquidité. De nombreux 
indicateurs au rouge vif, comme au début de la 
pandémie de COVID-19 en 2020 et à la suite de la 
faillite de Lehman Brothers en 2008.

Après deux années d'assouplissement quantitatif (QE) 
- lorsque les banques centrales ont acheté des 
obligations à long terme du secteur privé et émis des 
liquidités bancaires en échange - les banques 
centrales du monde entier ont commencé à réduire 
leurs bilans et la liquidité semble avoir disparu en 
l'espace de quelques mois seulement. Pourquoi le 
resserrement quantitatif (QT) a-t-il produit ce 
résultat ? Dans un article récent co-écrit avec Rahul 
Chauhan et Sascha Steffen (que nous avons présenté à 
la conférence Jackson Hole de la Banque de la Réserve 
fédérale de Kansas City au mois d'août), nous 
montrons que l'assouplissement quantitatif peut être 
assez difficile à inverser, parce que le secteur 
financier est devenu dépendant de liquidités faciles.

Cette dépendance se manifeste de multiples façons. 
Les banques commerciales, qui détiennent 
généralement les réserves fournies par les banques 
centrales pendant l'assouplissement quantitatif, 
financent leurs propres achats d'actifs avec des 
dépôts de demande à court terme qui représentent 
des créances fortes sur leurs liquidités en période de 
vache maigre. En outre, bien que les réserves des 
banques centrales des économies avancées soient les 
actifs les plus sûrs de la planète, elles offrent des 
faibles rendements, de sorte que les banques 
commerciales ont créé des flux de revenus 
supplémentaires en offrant une assurance de liquidité 
adossée à des réserves à d'autres. Cela prend 
généralement la forme de limites de carte de crédit 
plus élevées pour les ménages, de lignes de crédit 
conditionnelles pour les gestionnaires d'actifs et les 
sociétés non financières, ainsi que de relations entre 
courtiers et revendeurs qui promettent d'aider les 
spéculateurs à répondre aux appels de couverture 
(demandes pour des garanties de trésorerie 
supplémentaires).

Les spéculateurs ne se limitent pas aux fonds 
spéculatifs, comme nous l'avons appris récemment au 
Royaume-Uni. Ils incluent plutôt des fonds de pension 
normalement immobilisés qui se sont engagés dans 
des investissements dits « adossés au passif » : pour 
compenser le faible rendement des titres d'emprunt à 
long terme induit par l'assouplissement quantitatif, ils 
ont augmenté le profil de risque de leurs autres actifs, 
en prenant davantage d'endettement et en couvrant 
tout risque d'intérêt lié aux produits dérivés. Bien que 
leur position couverte ait garanti qu'une 
augmentation des taux d'intérêt aurait un impact égal 
sur la valeur de leurs actifs et de leurs passifs, elle a 
également généré des appels de couverture sur leurs 

positions dérivées. Faute de liquidités pour répondre à ces 
appels, ils dépendaient de banquiers disposant de liquidités 
pour les soutenir.

En somme, durant les périodes d'assouplissement 
quantitatif, le secteur financier génère des créances 
potentielles substantielles sur les liquidités, en régénérant 
effectivement une grande partie des réserves émises. La 
quantité de liquidités disponibles est donc beaucoup plus 
faible que celle des réserves émises, ce qui peut devenir un 
gros problème en cas de choc, comme une peur induite par le 
gouvernement.

Notre étude constate également que, dans le cas des États-
Unis, le resserrement quantitatif rend les conditions encore 
plus strictes, parce que le secteur financier ne réduit pas 
rapidement les créances qu'il a émises sur des liquidités, 
alors même que la banque centrale reprend des réserves. 
Cela rend également le système vulnérable aux chocs – un 
accident qui a toutes les chances de se produire 
prochainement. Au cours du dernier épisode de 
resserrement quantitatif aux États-Unis, même s’il a été 
relativement réduit, des augmentations inattendues de la 
demande de liquidités (comme une augmentation du compte 
du Trésor à la Fed) ont provoqué une dislocation massive sur 
les marchés des repos du Trésor. C'est exactement ce qui 
s'est passé en septembre 2019, ce qui a incité la Fed à 
reprendre ses injections de liquidités.

Le début de la pandémie en mars 2020 a été un choc de 
liquidité encore plus important, les entreprises ayant réduit 
les lignes de crédit des banques et des spéculateurs à la 
recherche d'aide pour répondre aux appels de couverture. 
Les banques centrales ont dûment inondé le système de 
réserves. On ne peut imaginer l'ampleur de l'intervention qui 
aurait été nécessaire si le choc avait été aussi mauvais que 
celui de 2008. Une crise encore plus profonde aurait poussé 
certains déposants à se départir de leurs espèces, ce qui 
aurait poussé certaines banques à thésauriser leurs 
liquidités afin de répondre à des demandes inattendues sur 
les dépôts qu'elles avaient amassés durant les périodes de 
forte expansion.

Autrement dit, plus l'échelle est grande et plus la durée de 
l'assouplissement quantitatif sont longs, plus la somme de 
liquidités à laquelle les marchés financiers s'habituent est 
grande et plus il faudra de temps pour que les banques 
centrales normalisent leurs bilans. Mais comme les chocs 
financiers, réels et budgétaires ne respectent pas les 
calendriers des banques centrales, ils forceront souvent de 
nouvelles interventions de la banque centrale, comme nous 
l'avons vu au Royaume-Uni.

Les décideurs monétaires se trouvent donc dans une position 
très difficile. Une banque centrale pourrait avoir besoin 
d'augmenter ses taux pour réduire l'inflation. Mais si elle doit 
également fournir simultanément des liquidités pour 
stabiliser les marchés obligataires, elle risque d'envoyer un 
message mitigé sur sa position politique – sans parler des 
inquiétudes suscitées par le fait qu'elle est devenue un 
financier direct du gouvernement. Non seulement cela 
complique la communication politique, mais cela pourrait 
également prolonger la lutte contre l'inflation.

Alors que les banques centrales ont toujours eu le devoir de 
fournir des liquidités d'urgence, le faire sur une base durable 
et à grande échelle est une autre paire de manches. Nos 
résultats suggèrent que l'assouplissement quantitatif sera 
très difficile à inverser, notamment parce que le 
resserrement quantitatif lui-même augmente la 
vulnérabilité du système aux chocs. Bien que la BdE mérite 
des éloges pour s'être empressée de sauver le système, les 
banques centrales ont plus généralement besoin de réfléchir 
sur leur propre rôle qui fragilise tant le système dans son 
ensemble.

Raghuram G. Rajan, ancien gouverneur de la Reserve 
Bank of India, professeur de finance, Booth School of 
Business de l'Université de Chicago. Il a publié 
dernièrement  The Third Pillar: Comment les marchés et 
l'État quittent la Communauté ( Penguin, 2020). Viral 
Acharya, professeur d'économie, New York University's 
Stern School of Business.

Où sont passées toutes les liquidités ?

Par Raghuram G. Rajan
et Viral Acharya
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P
ol ice  in  N imba 
c o u n t y  h a v e  
declared several 

contractors of the Liberia 
Institute of Statistics and 
Geo-information Service 

(LISGIS) wanted for refusal 
to report gadgets given to 
them to conduct the 2022 
National Population Housing 
Census.

LISGIS Nimba county 
Coordinator Carbisay Telkie, 
said supervisors and workers 
in 19 districts have refused to 
turn over tools assigned to 
them since their activities 
ended on Thursday, December 
8, 2022.

Mr. Telkie told reporters in 
the county that he has no idea 
about demand of some of 
LISGIS workers, but disclosed 
that 25 percent of 250 United 

States Dollars promised them 
was given before they started 
work, and they are to return 
assets in their possession 
be fo re  r ece i v i n g  f i na l  
payment.

He disclosed that due to the 
refusal of some workers, it has 
brought delay in the county 
reporting enumeration result 
on time, because huge number 
of workers have refused to 
comply according, leaving him 
with no alternative but to get 
the Police involved.

Meanwhile, Police in Bahn 
City, Nimba county have 
arrested a LISGIS supervisor 
Jerry Brojah, along with other 
staff, who have been on the 
run for over two weeks with 
digital tablets that were 
assigned to them. 

The arrest of Supervisor 
Jerry Brojah brings to eight, 
number of LISGIS workers, 
arrested by Police for selling 
tablets that were assigned 
them.

R e c e n t l y ,  a n o t h e r  
contractor, Lawrence Yeaway, 
who was assigned in Zorgowee 
town, Electoral District Three, 
was arrested by Police in Ganta 
selling a LISGIS’ tablet. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

more headline news       more headline news 

he Liberia Drugs 

TE n f o r c e m e n t  
Agency in Nimba 

county has arrested a 
notorious drugs dealer in 
Ganta City.

The 30-year-old suspect 
only identified as ‘Russian 
worker’ was  arrested 
a longs ide  34 -year -o ld  
Suspect Isaac Flomo in 
possession of 178 grams of 
Heroin with a street value of 
US$5,984 or Liberian Dollar 
equivalent LRD 897,600. 

Speaking to reporters 
after the arrest, LDEA Nimba 
Commander Thomas Saye, 
said Suspects Russian Worker 
and Isaac Flomo came from 
gett ing suppl ies  from 
Monrovia when they were 
arrested at the Ganta 
Immigration Chick Point.

C o m m a n d e r  S a y e  
explained the two suspects 
used key areas in their car 
that has no license plate to 
transport the contraband.

He said both suspects are 
currently at the Sanniqullie 
Central Prison, awaiting 
court trial.

At the same time, the 
LDEA county commander 
disclosed the arrest of ten 
Nigerians and five Liberians 
alongside with the Deputy 
Immigration Commander 
assigned at the Luogatuo 
border in Nimba.

He said those arrested 
include Ben Wilson with 49 
grams of Heroin wraps; Chris 
Cheap with 13 grams of Heroin 
wraps; Abraham Jack with 38 
grams of Heroin wraps and 
Emmanuel Richardson with 44 
kilograms of Marijuana. 
Others are Liberians Philip 
Won toe  w i t h  2 Kg s  o f  
Marijuana; Darlington Moore 
with 7Kg of Marijuana; Daniel 
Invoke with 11 grams of 
Heroin wraps; Lincoln Saye 
with 1 Kg of Marijuana; 
Russian Walker with 187 
grams of Heroin wraps and 
Isaac Flomo with 187 grams of 
Heroin wraps, respectively. 

Meanwhile, the LDEA says it 
h a s  a l s o  a r r e s t e d  a  
representative hopeful from 
Maryland County Jasper Hene, 
with 22 grams of Heroin wraps.

Commander Saye said the 
two Nigerians were arrested 
a l o n g s i d e  t h e  d e p u t y  
Immigration Commander 
assigned at the Luogatuo 
border, who was allegedly 
transporting them, including 
several  other Liberians 
believed to have come from 
Nigeria with huge quantity of 
drugs at a police checkpoint 
near Ganta. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

Several LISGIS workers wanted in Nimba
-for refusal to return institutional property

By Thomas Domah
Nimba county

DEA arrest notorious drug dealers in Ganta
By Thomas Domah

Nimba county

Independent Media StakeholdersStarts from page 7

journalist, the Press Union of 
Liberia.

“We must consider wisely the 
gravity of what is at stake, 
determine what is best for the 
Union and the extent to which we 
are willing to go to protect and 
defend it. There should be a clear 
distinction between our personal 
grievances and the issues in the 
elections that threaten the 
function and purpose of the Press 
Union of Liberia.” The committee 
added.

The committee noted that it 
cannot help but view the matter 
at hand as a microcosm of the 
potential disputes that may arise 
in the upcoming election year on 
a national scale.

The committee states that it is 
willing to engage in finding an 
amicable resolution to the PUL 
saga, to uphold the integrity of 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  
Independent Media Stakeholders 
Committee suggest that both 
parties submit to the litigation 
process.

Meanwhile, the Union has 
applauded the Committee for 
such a salient initiative and has 
assured the public that the case 
will reach its logical conclusion in 
the court of law.  

The PUL dispute resolution 
c o m m i t t e e  h a d  a c c u s e d  
President Coffey of undermining 
the works of the committee he 
constituted to mediate.

In response to the claim the 
PUL President Coffey undermined 
the works of the committee he 
con s t i t u ted  t o  med i a te ,  
President Coffey dismissed the 

assertion, terming it a complete 
misrepresentation of the facts 
associated with the case.  

The Leadership of the Union 
wonders how the President can 
undercut the activities of the 
committee at the same time not 
providing a term of reference for 
it.  

The Media Stakeholders 
Committee held meetings in the 
one week stipulated by Associate 
Justice Yousif Kaba to reconcile 
the Union but failed to bring both 
parties together.

The Committee was also 
charged to bring the parties in 
the election’s disputes and the 
congress committee to a 
se t t lement ,  but  i t  on l y  
interviewed lawyers of both 
parties.  

The Committee also did not 
communicate with the Union 
neither the Justice-in-Chambers 
on the need for an extension of 
the one week to allow the 
mediation to continue.

President Coffey asserted that 
Madam Boley more than once 
phoned him to give edicts on the 
state of the mediation.   

Mr. Coffey mentioned that the 
failure of the committee to 
achieve the desired peace 
mediation prompted the seizure 
of the matter by the Justice in 
Chambers.

The Leadership of the Union 
says it regards the blame-shifting 
of the committee on Mr. Coffey 
a s  u n h e a l t h y  a n d  
counterproductive to the spirit 
of the Union. 

NPHIL, African DevelopmentStarts from page 7

concerns in Liberia,” Said Dr. 
Macauley.

She presented the materials to 
NPHIL staff assigned at the eight 
points of entry designated for the 
donation. 

Under the Result Based 
Management-Monitoring and 
Evaluation of Public Health 
Activities in Liberia Project, Dr. 
Macauley said the emergence and 
re-emergence of infectious 
diseases like Ebola and COVID-19, 
have highlighted the need to 
strengthen Liberia’s main points 
of entry.

She added: “The emergence 
and re-emergence of infectious 
diseases like Ebola viral disease 
and COVID-19 have highlighted 
the need to strengthen Liberia’s 
main Points of Entry (POEs) while 
adhering to domestic and 
international regulations.”

Madam Macauley reiterated 
that NPHIL looks forward to 
addressing other critical needs for 
port health.

“With specific reference to 
building and equipping our triages 
across all points across all points 
of entry we deem vital for public 
health surveillance,” Madam 
Macauley added.

Meanwhile, the NPHIL Director 

General has encouraged all heads 
of POEs to utilize the supplies 
more transparently so that public 
health can remain resilient. 

In remarks, NPHIL Deputy 
D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  f o r  
Administration, Dr. Patrick 
Kpanyan said the issue of port 
health strengthening is written in 
several conventions of the 
United Nations, thanking the 
African Development Bank for 
the support.

“We will like to thank the 
African Development Bank for 
this support,” said Dr. Kpanyan.

“The issue of port health 
strengthening is not new, they 
are written down in several 
conventions of the United 
Nations, so we will like to say 
thank you and this remains our 
focus.”

Dr. Kpanyan called on other 
organizations to follow the 
examp le  o f  t he  A f r i c an  
Development Bank.

“We want to also thank our 
government for the continued 
support to NPHIL,” he said.                                        

The materials according to 
the head of the project, Bernice 
Sylvanus, include 850 pieces of 
infrared thermometer, 900 pairs 
of rain boots, 1,200 and 1,800. 
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T
he Standard Bearer of 
the Collaborating 
Po l i t i c a l  Pa r t i e s  

(CPP), Mr. Alexander Cummings 
has made a passionate plea for 
Liberians to confront and 
o v e r c o m e  t h e  f e a r  o f  
intimidation and turnout in 
m a s s  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  
December 17, “We Tayah 
Suffering” rally at the SKD 
Sports Complex in Paynesville, 
Monrovia.

The planned Peaceful rally 

dubbed "We Tayah Suffering" is 
being organized by the CPP to 
amplify the voices of the 
suffering masses and showcase 
the poor performance of 
President George Weah's five 
years administration. 

Cummings said the rally is 
intended to champion the 
cause of the downtrodden 
masses who are enduring the 
harsh and difficult economic 
conditions, the thousands of 
jobless Liberians, and those 
affected and injured by the 
poor governance of the CDC 
administration.

He said the peaceful 
assembly, is a rallying point for 
all Liberians, irrespective of 
Po l i t i c a l  a nd  r e l i g i ou s  

affiliations, ethnicity, or 
tribal lineages, to reawaken 
the governing CDC to the 
realities of its failed policies, 
the looming danger to the 
country's democracy, and 
extreme suffering and 
poverty in Liberia.

In a statement released 
Sunday, December 11, 
C u m m i n g s  s a i d  s i n c e  
announcement  o f  the  
Peaceful rally, the CDC 
administration has been 

jittery and provoking threats 
of violence and intimidation 
to thwart the planned rally 
and prevent the people from 
speaking truth to power. 

He said the popular 
support for the December 17, 
rally at the same SKD Sports 
Complex, where President 
Weah was inaugurated and 
made the many failed 
promises, has inspired and 
energized him, as well as 
reinforced his resilience and 
belief that Liberians are 
determined to usher in real 
c h a n g e  f o r  n a t i o n a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
advancement.

"December 17 Rally, is for 
the market women, men and 

youths tolling under the rain and 
sun, the jobless, abandoned 
senior citizens and retired 
Liberians, those fearing growing 
insecurity, rising crime rates, 
fear of Liberia becoming a drugs 
hub, those with unfulfilled 
dreams, civil servants affected 
by arbitrary salary cuts, as well 
a s  t h o s e  w i t h  m e d i c a l  
complications, but cannot 
afford the high cost of seeking 
treatment outside Liberia," 
Cummings said. 

Last week, Liberia's Justice 
Minister and acting head of 
state, Counsellor Musah Dean, 
following sustained public 
pressure, granted permission 
for the holding of the CPP 
December 17, planned peaceful 
rally outside the SKD Sports 
Complex in  Paynesv i l le,  
Monrovia.

Minister Dean in a letter 
dated December 8, accordingly, 
directed the Director of the 
Liberia National Police, Patrick 
Sudue, to provide all necessary 
protection to citizens attending 
the December 17, rally.

Minister Dean ordered the 
Police to provide and ensure 
protection of all citizens 
attending the Rally.

The CPP Standard Bearer 
insisted that the Weah's 
admin i s t rat ion  i s  under  
constitutional obligations to 
grant the rights of citizens to 
peacefully gather and are duty-
bound by law to ensure 
maximum protection of the 
Liberian people.

He called on Liberians of all 
persuasions including nurses, 
teachers, motorcyclists, petty 
traders, marketers, voting age 
youths, as well as civil servants 
affected by the illegal reduction 
of salaries, to turn out in mass 
and make their voices louder 
and clearer over the deplorable 
living conditions and extreme 
suffering in Liberia.

T
he ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change 
(CDC) has announced 

the postponement of its planned 
pet it ioning ceremony for  
incumbent President George 
Manneh Weah’s re-election bid.

The Weah petitioning program 
was scheduled to be held on 17 
December at the Samuel Kanyon 
D o e  S p o r t s  C o m p l e x  i n  

Paynesville, the same venue and 
date the ANC plans to hold its 
peaceful assembly to denounce 
the alleged suffering that 
Liberians faced under the CDC 
regime.

During a press conference 
Friday, 9 December 2022, CDC 
National Chairman Mulbah Morlu 
said the decision to postpone 
President Weah’s petition for re-
election was to maintain the 
peace in Liberia.

Chairman Morlu told the 
media at the CDC headquarters 
that the decision was not a result 
of fear of any opposition.

“Our decision to suspend the 
CDC petition rally is in adherence 
to[a] call received from President 
Weah to have the renomination 
program rescheduled  for  
February 14, 2023, for the 
maintenance and sustenance of 
peace," Morlu said.

According to him, the CDC is 
on record for upholding the peace 
in Liberia.

He argued that evidence was 
shown during the party’s days in 
opposition when President Weah 
was allegedly robbed of the 
presidency in the 2011 election 
and later served as a peace 
ambassador in the Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf regime.

Weah's party boycotted the 
second round of the 2011 election 
which former President Sirleaf 
won.

The ANC has announced a rally 
scheduled for 17 December to 
call the government’s attention 
to its alleged poor handling of the 
state.

The opposition party claimed 
that this is resulting in massive 
suffering for the vast majority of 
the citizens.

According to the opposition, 
Liberians are suffering, and some 

are going through unbearable 
conditions. 

Due to these conditions, the 
opposition ANC said it is rallying 
the nation to make a clarion call 
on its government.

Ambassador Lewis G. Brown, 
Liberia’s former Information 
Minister, now chairman of the 
presidential team of ANC standard 
bea re r  Mr.  A l exande r  B .  
Cummings, is a key architect of 
the pending December 17 rally.

 The organizers of the 
anticipated December 17, rally 
dubbed “We Tiya  [ t i red]  
Suffering,” say the mass citizens’ 
action is on course and that no 
number of threats from the 
regime and its supporters can put 
the organizers into submission. 

The protest is being organized 
under the auspices of the 
Collaborating Political Parties 
(CPP), an opposition bloc headed 
by Mr. Cummings.

Amb. Brown has disclosed that 
tens of thousands of people will 
converge outside the Samuel 
Kanyon Doe Sports Complex and 
other parts of greater Monrovia on 
December 17 to demonstrate 
against President Weah and his 
government’s insensitivity to the 
plight of the Liberian people.

But  re spond ing  to  the  
opposition, Mr. Morlu said if 
anyone thinks that the CDC is 
suspending its petition because of 
their continued threat, they must 
be joking.

Morlu argued that the CDC is a 
respecter of the people’s rights, 
noting that under President Weah, 
the government will do all it can 
to protect the peace and stability 
of the country.

According to him, the CPP’s 
planned protest is an attempt to 
undermine the CDC rally and to 
cause chaos in the country.

Morlu stated that the CDC is 
aware of the opposition’s tactics, 
saying it will do all in its power to 
maintain and sustain the peace as 
it has always done.

Meanwhile, the newly elected 
CDC Secretary-General and 
Monrovia Mayor Jefferson Koijee 
have warned pres ident ia l  
appointees who are allegedly 
involved in double standards with 
the opposition community to 
undermine the government to 
desist.
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Cummings rallies support for December 17 CDC postpones Weah's Re-election rally
By Lewis S. Teh

n Monday, December 

O5, 2022, The NEW 
DAWN newspaper 

published excerpts of a press 
release accompanied by an 
MoU signed by former Solicitor 
General Cllr. Sayma Syrenius 
Cephas and Finish Police 
Investigator Thomas Elgreen.

The intent of the said 
document, which was not 
captured on the Justice 
Ministry’s letterhead was to 
allow the Finish investigator 
conduct series of investigations 
in Liberia during the trial of 
former Sierra Leonean war 
c r i m e s  i n d i c t e e  G i b r i l  
Massaquoi.

In the press statement 
purported to have been 
issued by some elements 
within the International 
Justice Group, quoting 
verbatim Mr. Darius Tweh, 
alleged that Cllr. Cephus was 
offered a purse of US35, 000 
as inducement from Mr. 
Hassan Bility, to have signed 
such MoU outside of the 
Justice Ministry and provided 
local police officers as 
support team to Mr. Elgreen’s 
investigation.

Though Mr. Darius Tweh 
insists that he stands by his 
allegations contained in the 
press release, he has failed to 

produce a signed receipt for 
said amount except for the 
MoU.

In its publication of the story, 
the reporter failed to establish 
beyond all reasonable doubt 
that Tweh’s allegations of 
U S D 3 5 , 0 0 0  p u r s e  w e r e  
authentic.

As a matter of standard 
practice, The NEW DAWN takes 
seriously issues of ethics, 
accuracy, fairness and balance 
in its reportage. It is based on 
these standards that we believe 
the story shouldn’t have been 
published in the first place. 
Hence ,  we  re t rac t  the  
publication.

Retraction: Former SG linked to US$35,000 purse
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ormer President 

FEllen Johnson Sirleaf 
is expected to lead 

an array of high profiled 
women of substance in 
Liberia and launch a special 
initiative on Saturday, 
December 17 at the Bella 
Cassa Hotel in Sinkor.

The event is part of the 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
and its Eta Beta Omega 
Chapter annual ball to raise 

f u n d s  f o r  t h e  
organization’s charity 
and social work in 
Liberia.

Reports of the event 
come amid rumors about 
the death of Mrs. Sirleaf 
w h o  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
participating in a Private 
Roundtable with U.S. 
P e r m a n e n t  
Representative to the 
United Nations, Linda 

Thomas-Greenfield, at the United 
States Institute of Peace (USIP) in 
Washington, DC.

The Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
Presidential Center for Women 
and Development, this week 
issued a statement saying, it was 
shocked, dismayed and disturbed 
by the false rumors circulating 
over social media, claiming that 
the former Liberian president is 
dead.

In an official reaction, the 
Director of Communications and 
Research for  the Center,  
Christopher Ifeanyi-Nwanze, 
writes: “False rumors of this 
nature are very dangerous and 
must not be given ground to take 
root. Madam Sirleaf is alive and 
well.”

He maintains that Mrs. Sirleaf 
is currently in the United States, 
attending international events 
and will participate in next 
week’s US-Africa Leaders’ Summit 
with President Joe Biden.

Meanwhile, former President 
Sirleaf is expected in the country 
before December 17 to lead the 
Alpha Kapa Alpha event at the 
Belle Cassa Hotel.
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EJS to launch special initiative at AKA ball on Dec 17EJS to launch special initiative at AKA ball on Dec 17EJS to launch special initiative at AKA ball on Dec 17
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