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A
 leading Catholic 
bishop in Eritrea has 
been freed from 

detention after being held 
without trial since October, 
reliable sources have told the 
BBC.

Bishop Fikremariam Hagos 
was released along with a 
parish priest, Abba Mihretab 
Stefanos.

No reasons were given by 
the authorities for their 
detention.

The Catholic Church has 

repeatedly called for an end to 
one-party rule in Eritrea, and for 
democracy to be embraced.

The Catholic Archbishop of 
Asmara and a small congregation 
gathered to welcome the clerics 
after their release.

Eritrea has not held a 
national election since it gained 
independence from Ethiopia in 
1991.It has been ruled since 
then by President Isaias Afwerki. 
His regime has been accused of 
human rights abuses - including 
violating religious rights.

The bishop 
h a d  b e e n  
detained since 
1 5  O c t o b e r  
a f t e r  h e  
returned to the 
c a p i t a l ,  
Asmara, from a 
trip to Europe.

In 2019, the 
authorities shut 
Catho l i c - run  
schoo l s  and  
h o s p i t a l s ,  
s a y i n g  t h a t  
religious bodies 
could not run 
s u c h  
institutions.

C a t h o l i c s  
make up about 
4% of Eritrea's 
p o p u l a t i o n .  
The church is 
one of only four 
religious groups 
a l l o w e d  t o  
o p e r a t e  i n  
Eritrea, along 
w i t h  t h e  
E r i t r e a n  
O r t h o d o x ,  
E v a n g e l i c a l  
Lutheran, and 
Sunni Muslim 
groups. BBC

igeria's police chief 

Nhas ordered the 
suspension of an 

officer who allegedly shot 
dead a female lawyer in the 
main city Lagos on Christmas 
Day.Drambi Vandi is reported 
to have hit Bolanle Raheem as 
she and several family 
members were driving home 
from a church service.

M a n y  N i g e r i a n s  a r e  
horrified over the killing of the 
lawyer, who was pregnant with 
tw in s .The  N i ge r i a  Ba r  
Association and human rights 

groups have demanded justice.
The association's Lagos 

branch said it would institute 
legal action against the police to 
demand  $10m  ( £8m)  i n  
compensation for Ms Raheem's 
family.

Her mother was quoted by 
local media as saying she had 
worked as a hawker selling 
oranges so that her daughter 
could study law.

"She was taken away from me. 
She was pregnant with twins," Ms 
Raheem's mother said, adding 
that she had left behind a five-

Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

y e a r - o l d  
daughter.

Police chief 
Usman Alkali 
Baba said he 
w o u l d  n o t  
r e l e n t  i n  
e f f o r t s  t o  
ensure justice 
for the lawyer 
and appealed 
to the public 
"to be calm".In 
recent years 
there has been 
i n c r e a s e d  
attention on 
police brutality 
in Nigeria.

Nationwide 
protests, under 
the banner of 
the #EndSars 
movement, led 
t o  t h e  
n o t o r i o u s  
Special Anti-
Robbery Squad 
(Sars) being 
disbanded in 
2020. BBC
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Nigeria policeman suspended 
over Christmas killing

Nigeria's police chief is under pressure to end abuse within the force

Bishop freed after two 
months detention in Eritrea

Bishop Fikremariam Hagos was detained after 
he returned from Europe
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UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR to Liberia, Michael McCarthy, recently 
urged Liberia’s leaders to be bold in supporting integrity institutions 
in the country, warning that their fate will strongly influence the fate 
of the nation.

AMBASSADOR MCCARTHY also underscored that Liberia’s integrity 
institutions urgently need political will to fulfill their mandates, and 
disclosed that leaders of integrity institutions in the country have 
informed him that the U.S. Global Magnitsky sanctions of corrupt 
officials have given them more breathing room to fulfill their 
mandates.

HOWEVER, THE AMBASSADOR noted that more than just breathing 
room, integrity institutions need full backing of Liberia’s political 
leaders, and that it is one thing for leaders to say they support the 
work of public auditors, but it is another to allow full and complete 
audits, and to respond to the deficiencies they uncover just as it is one 
thing to claim to support corruption investigations and yet another to 
allow investigations to be undertaken without political interference. 

WE COULD NOT HAVE agreed with Amb. McCarthy any better. Leaders 
or government’s professed commitment to supporting integrity 
institutions should move from lip-service to practical actions if these 
institutions must execute the functions that they were established 
for.

BUT AS THE U.S. AMBASSADOR sadly observed, these institutions such 
as the Internal Audit Agency, General Auditing Commission, Financial 
Intelligence Agency, the Public Procurement and Concessions 
Commission, and the Liberia Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative merely exist by names.

IF MANY OF THESE integrity institutions are now being allotted much 
smaller budgets than they enjoyed in previous years, leaving them 
with less purchasing power, as Mr. McCarthy pointed out, how can they 
do their work effectively?. It is difficulty, if not impossible, for anyone 
to believe that would perform miracles.

CLEARLY, LACK OF political will from the Weah administration is 
gradually starving integrity institutions to death unless something is 
done urgently to reverse this ugly trend. 

THE AMBASSADOR ADDED that to make matters worse, most of them 
never receive the full amount appropriated to them by the 
legislature, and starved of funds and unsure whether, or when, they 
will receive their next allotment, they are nowhere near as effective 
as they should be.

AMB. MCCARTHY: “It is one thing to say you want transparency in 
Liberia’s extractive industries, but it is another to publicly disclose all 
government extractive industry concession and exploration 
agreements and revenue, publicly calling out illegal actors. It is one 
thing to support the Code of Conduct, but it is another to enforce 
compliance with asset declaration requirements. By now, I think you 
get my point.”

AS WE CLOSE THE year 2022, we can but only hope that leaders would 
give heed to the concerns raised by the U.S. Envoy by prioritizing 
support to integrity institutions, because their works send an 
important signal to the international community about the country’s 
commitment to providing accountable leadership that would endear 
public confidence. These are benchmarks thru which democratic 
institutions gauge our sincerity to public service.  

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022.  www.project-syndicate.org

AMBRIDGE – In the early 2000s, there 

Cwas a near-unanimous consensus 
among academic lawyers that the 

absence of the rule of law was strictly a 
“Third World problem” – meaning one that 
the advanced economies of the Global 
North had solved. Yet, just over a decade 
later, the United States elected as 
president a man who would go on to incite 
an insurrection at the US Capitol, conspire 
to overturn an election that he lost, 
abscond with classified documents when 
he finally left the White House, and then 
call for the “termination” of the US 
Constitution.

How did a quintessentially “Third World 
problem” become a “First World problem” 
as well? In fact, it was ever thus. The 
purported differences in kind between the 
Global North and the Global South have 
always been a product of colonial 
triumphalism, rather than reflecting an 
accurate scientific taxonomy.

This was the core insight of “law and 
development,” a beleaguered area of 
study that came into (modest) prominence 
in the 1970s. At the height of the Cold War, 
organizations like USAID and the Ford 
Foundation pushed law professors and 
legal scholars to take more of an active 
interest in evangelizing Western-style law 
(which is a bit like a pharmaceutical 
company paying a laboratory to “find” that 
one of its proprietary drugs is indeed 
effective). But, as a small coterie of law 
and development scholars pointed out, law 
is not always “potent” or “good,” even at 
“home” in the West.

Ignoring this inconvenient truth, Western 
organizations proceeded to foist their 
vision of the rule of law on the rest of the 
world anyway. While law and development 
professors were unwilling to play ball, 
economists steeped in the Washington 
Consensus agenda (fiscal discipline, 
deregulation, trade and capital-market 
liberalization, privatization, and so forth) 
were all too happy to fill the void.

In the years since, waves of economistic 
engagement – from “law and economics” 
and new institutional economics to legal 
origin theory – have crashed onto the 
shores of the Global South. The consistent 
message has been that low-income 
countries must modernize their legal 
systems, replacing all traditions and social 
conventions based in “magical” and 
“mystical” thinking (as Max Weber once 
put it) with cold, calculable legal 
“rationality.”

The West, under the auspices of programs 
such as the United Nations Commission on 
Legal Empowerment of the Poor and the 
World Bank’s Worldwide Governance 
Indicators, has launched multiple 
initiatives not only to “export” a valuable 
commodity – a Western-style legal system – 
but also to quantify and measure its 
uptake. One influential effort, which I was 
involved with at its inception, is the 
American Bar Association-backed World 
Justice Project. Among other things, the 
WJP assesses the health of the rule of law 
in ailing developing countries (usually 
designated “corrupt”) and then prescribes 
treatments – typically shock therapy-style 

elixirs – to bolster property and contracts 
regimes.

The good works of Western law have 
continued apace in locations ranging from 
Vietnam and Iraq to Afghanistan. Yet none 
of these initiatives was ever supported by 
any evidence that simply “transplanting” 
legal regimes would succeed. On the 
contrary, many millions of dollars were 
spent on a two-decade-long reform effort in 
Afghanistan, and still, before the Taliban’s 
reconquest, the country ranked 134th of 
139 in the WJP’s 2021 Rule of Law Index.

There are undoubtedly problems with this 
kind of empirical approach, as the 
controversy surrounding the World Bank’s 
Doing Business report shows. But even more 
problematic is the underlying theory. As the 
2008 global financial crisis did with 
orthodox economics, the Trump presidency 
exposed core flaws in rule-of-law 
scholarship that had long been buried or 
obscured. Chief among these is the 
assumption that law will play a decisive part 
in eliciting good behavior – that it will exert 
what legal scholars call “general normative 
force” on the society in question.

But now, no one can deny that the prevailing 
epistemic apartheid – the marginalization 
of those studying the “problems” of 
establishing and maintaining the rule of law 
– within law schools has damaged Western 
countries as much as the rest of the world. 
This is evident even in the WJP’s own 
reports, which showed a marked decline in 
the US’ rule-of-law ranking for five 
consecutive years from 2017 to 2021. 

Although the US recovered somewhat from 
Trump’s contempt for the rule of law in 
2022, it might not be so lucky next time 
around. Trump has already announced his 
campaign for the 2024 presidential 
election, and dismissed the House January 6 
Committee as a “kangaroo court.” 
Moreover, a fully Trumpified Republican 
Party remains committed to eroding the 
values that underpin the rule of law.

The emergence of social order via the 
establishment of law-like systems is a 
universal phenomenon. It happens when 
individuals join an emerging social 
consensus in support of such a system, and 
this process tends to follow the same 
pattern no matter the country. But 
understanding the rule of law’s basic 
structure and normative merits doesn’t 
really help us understand its underlying 
mechanics.

Fortunately, now that we are seeing the 
global nature of the challenges associated 
with maintaining the rule of law, important 
but long-neglected areas of legal 
scholarship (including empirical legal 
studies, law and psychology, behavioral law 
and economics, and law and emotions) are 
getting the attention they deserve. The 
more we can bring rigorous scientific 
analysis to the study of the rule of law, the 
better we can understand and protect it, 
both in the “Third World” and in the “First.”

Antara Haldar is Associate Professor of 
Empirical Legal Studies at the University of 
Cambridge.
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Lack of political will is killing 
Liberian integrity institutions Whose Rule of Law?

By Antara Haldar
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L
e Congrès des jeunes 
de l'ancien parti au 
pouvoir est irrité par 

le fait que le président 
George Manneh Weah utilise 
constamment la chaire de 
l’église Dominion Christian 
Fellowship pour en découdre 
avec l’opposition.

Pour le président du 
Congrès des jeunes du Parti 
de l'Unité, Togar Melvin 
Cephas, cet acte est un abus 
complet de la chaire de Dieu à 
des fins purement politiques 
et égoïstes.

M. Cephas ne s’est pas 
contenté d’émettre des 
critiques. Il a aussi déposé 

une plainte formelle devant le 
président du Conseil des Églises du 
Libéria (LCC), le révérend Dr 
Samuel B. Reeves, le jeudi 22 
décembre 2022, contre le pasteur 
Isaac Winker, archevêque d’Isaac 
Winker Global Ministries.

Il l’accuse de constamment 
mettre la chaire de Dieu à la 

disposition du président Weah 
pour insulter des Libériens 
pacif iques et  les  acteurs  
politiques de l’opposition, ce, « 
pour des gains purement égoïstes 
et cupides ».

Le Congrès des jeunes de l'UP 
appelle donc le Conseil libérien 
des Églises à prendre la question 
au sérieux, car « l’attitude de 

l’archevêque d’Isaac Winker 
risque de nuire à l'image de 
toutes les autres Églises du 
Libéria ».

Le Congrès des jeunes de 
l'UP a également dit espérer 
que le président du LCC 
accordera une attention 
urgente à la communication 
pour éviter que l’image des 
autres églises soient traînée 
dans la boue.

«  L ' a c t e  n ' e s t  p a s  
qu'antipatriotique, il a aussi 
tendance à créer plus de haine 
parmi les citoyens et il est 
c o n t r a i r e  a u x  n o r m e s  
rel igieuses de l 'éthique 
chrétienne. La chaire dans la 
chrétienté est un lieu où la voix 
de Dieu est entendue et l'esprit 
saint utilise la chaire de 
manière à communiquer le 
message biblique rationnel 
afin de transformer des vies et 
de gagner des âmes pour la 
seconde venue du Christ. 
L'Église devrait être un lieu de 
paix et non un moyen de 
cracher des messages de haine 
», a dit Cephas.

 « L'Église ne doit pas être 
u t i l i s é e  à  d e s  f i n s  
commerciales, mais plutôt 
comme un lieu de paix et 
d'unité et d'organisation 
d ' a c t i v i t é s  c a r i t a t i ve s ,  
bibliques. Tite 1 : 7 dit que le 
pasteur est un intendant fidèle 
», a-t-il ajouté.

L
es quatre accusés au 
procès de l’attentat 
de Grand-Bassam, 

qui avait fait 19 morts en 
m a r s  2 0 1 6 ,  o n t  é t é  
condamnés à la perpétuité, 
mercredi 28 décembre. Le 
tribunal s’est rangé à l’avis 
donné par le procureur de la 
République au moment de 
rendre son verdict. Six autres 
accusés, absents, ont aussi 
écopé de la perpétuité par 
contumace.

Après cinq semaines de 
procès, le tribunal a suivi la 
position du procureur de la 
République, Richard Adou. 
Celui-ci avait demandé, la 
semaine dernière, « une 
p e i n e  e x e m p l a i r e  e t  
dissuasive » et avait requis la 
perpétuité pour les quatre 
accusés présents dans la 
salle.

Les  quatre hommes 
présents à l’audience, 
Hantao Ag Mohamed Cissé, 
Sidi Mohamed Kounta, 
Mohamed Cissé et Hassan 
Barry, étaient accusés d’être 
complices de l’attaque qui a 
coûté la vie à 19 personnes 
dans la ville balnéaire de 
Grand-Bassam, notamment 
d'avoir aidé les jihadistes 
pour l’hébergement, le 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

transport ou encore le repérage 
des lieux.

Les voies de recours envisagées
Les quatre ont toujours nié 

c o n n a î t r e  l e s  i n t e n t i o n s  
criminelles des organisateurs de 
l’attaque et clamé leur innocence 
depuis le début de l’instruction, 
sans parvenir à convaincre le 
tribunal.

Après l’audience, leur avocat 
Me Saki a dit être « heureux pour 
ceux qui ont été totalement 
blanchis. Mais je suis triste pour 
ces quatre personnes qui auraient 
dû bénéficier également de la 
décision d'un acquittement. Le 

tribunal aurait dû aller 
jusqu’au bout de sa démarche. 
Mais nous ne désespérons pas, 
car des voies de recours 
existent ». La défense avait 
demandé l’acquittement pur 
et simple. Elle a désormais 20 
jours pour faire appel.

Au total, ils étaient 18 
accusés. Parmi eux, 6 absents, 
en fuite ou en détention au 
Mali, ont été condamnés par 
contumace à perpétuité. On 
trouve parmi eux Kounta Dalla 
et Ould Baba, pointés comme 
le s  deux  ce rveaux  de  
l'opération. 

Les journaux du Libéria sont confrontés à de graves difficultés 
économiques en raison du déclin de l'économie libérienne. Ils 
sont incapables de faire face aux frais de production pour 
rester à flot dans l'industrie.

Le président nouvellement intronisé de l'Association des 
rédacteurs en chef du Libéria (PAL), M. Othello B. Garblah, l'a 
dit sans ambages au cours du week-end lors de la cérémonie 
d'intronisation à la direction de PAL. Il a déploré que depuis 
l’arrivée de l'administration Weah, les médias au Libéria 
soient relégués en arrière-plan en ce qui concerne les 
programmes de transformation. M. Garblah a dit qu'il en est 
ainsi après près de deux décennies de paix, apparemment en 
raison de projets malavisés des donateurs qui visaient à 
donner aux médias les moyens de devenir viables pour faire 
face aux réalités et aux défis actuels.

« L'environnement économique du pays se dégrade chaque 
semaine, et la survie de la presse repose sur sa viabilité 
économique, des annonces ou de contrats commerciaux. Mais, 
même le paiement pour les quelques annonces publiées ne 
vient pas si facilement ».
C'est la triste réalité à laquelle les médias du Libéria sont 
confrontés. Les entreprises ne font pas de publicité en raison 
de la mauvaise conjoncture économique et le gouvernement, 
qui est le plus grand annonceur, hésite à payer pour les 
publicités placées dans les journaux. Pourtant, il est rigide 
lorsqu'il s'agit d'exiger ou de faire pression sur les 
gestionnaires des médias pour qu'ils soient en règle vis-à-vis 
des taxes et autres péages.

Pour que le quatrième pouvoir, comme les médias sont 
souvent identifiés, puisse survivre et prospérer, il a besoin 
d'un soutien, qui pourrait prendre la forme de subventions ou 
d'un environnement économique dynamique et d'un paiement 
rapide pour les services rendus.

Les médias ne sont pas seulement une conscience de la 
société, mais un segment critique de toute société. Il ne 
fonctionne pas isolément. Son travail sacrificiel doit être 
respecté et soutenu afin qu'il puisse jouer son rôle de 
sentinelle.

C'est pourquoi il est important que le gouvernement et le 
secteur privé encouragent le partenariat avec les médias dans 
la construction d'une société qui fonctionne de manière saine 
pour le bien commun. En tant que chien de garde de la société, 
les médias sont un partenaire pour le bien et doivent être 
traités de cette manière.

Cependant, ce qui a été observé au fil des ans concernant la 
façon dont le gouvernement et les politiciens perçoivent la 
presse laisse à désirer. Ils préfèrent plutôt voir les médias 
promouvoir leurs ambitions égoïstes plutôt que le bien public, 
auquel aucun journaliste intègre ne devrait céder ou 
souscrire.

Tout ce que nous recherchons, c'est un partenariat 
respectable qui ferait avancer la cause sociétale et protégerait 
les droits des moins fortunés dans un monde où la cupidité, le 
pouvoir et la méchanceté occupent le devant de la scène. 
Notre devoir est un devoir désintéressé que nous sommes 
prêts non seulement à respecter mais à défendre pour la plus 
grande majorité quoi qu'il arrive.

Nous pensons qu'un partenariat solide avec les médias 
contribuerait non seulement à maintenir la paix, la sécurité et 
la démocratie, mais aussi à favoriser un environnement 
propice à des activités économiques rentables et à une 
croissance des entreprises conduisant à un développement 
rapide.

Éditorial
Il faut autonomiser financièrement 
les médias libériens
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L'opposition libérienne s’en prend à 
l'église Dominion Christian Fellowship

Côte d’Ivoire : quatre accusés condamnés à la 
perpétuité au procès de l'attentat de Grand-Bassam
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A
PM Terminals Liberia 
as part of its social 
i n i t i a t i ves ,  has  

embarked on a community 
project geared towards 
helping the Doe and Freeport 
communities which are 
within its operational area 
b e c o m e  m o r e  
environmentally resilient. 

The  annua l  p ro ject  

dubbed the “Go-Green 
campaign” was for this year, 
undertaken in two phases and 
was aimed at supporting 
these communities adopt 
environmentally conscious 
practices that promotes good 
health and reduces the risk of 
flooding. It was also aimed at 
supporting the less privileged 
and physically disabled with 
food items. The first phase 
involved a cleanup exercise 
in the Doe and Freeport 
communities which are 
within the Port area. These 
communities were identified 
based on a site assessment 
conducted, which revealed 

that they are part of some of 
the communities struggling 
w i t h  s a n i t a r y  a n d  
environmental conditions. 

With the contracted service 
o f  F a c i l i t y  a n d  Wa s t e  
Management firm Cleanex 
Incorporated, the company 
engaged the communities to 
clean drainages, remove solid 
was te  f rom des i gnated  

d u m p i n g  s i t e s  i n  t h e  
community for onward disposal 
at an approved solid waste site. 
In all 12,500 ft length, 5 ft of 
width and 6ft depth of was the 
total size of drainages cleared 
through this exercise.

The Community Chairman, 
Mr. John Ellis, on behalf of the 
community, expressed his 
appreciation to APM Terminals 
Liberia Management adding 
that the initiative has been 
extremely beneficial to every 
community member because 
cleanliness is everyone’s 
b u s i n e s s . H e  f u r t h e r  
encouraged the community 
members to take ownership of 

the project and sustain the 
good works started by APM 
Terminals Liberia. 

For the second phase, APM 
Terminals Liberia purchased 
and donated assorted foodstuff 
to Group of 77 Liberia, and the 
Antoinette Tubman Chesire 
Home, a not-for-profit group 
catering for individuals with 
cerebral palsy, especially 
children, and persons with 
other physical and mental 
disabilities. All the foodstuffs 
were purposely bought from 
local vendors. 

This was specifically geared 
towards promoting the work of 
local farmers and vendors to 
enable them grow and sell 
more fruits and vegetables as 
the company helps the poor 
and needy in society. 

M o m o  S a m b o l a ,  A P M  
Terminals Liberia staff and a 
representative of the Dock 
Workers Union of Liberia 
(DOWUL) who led the donation 
e m p h a s i z e d  t o  t h e  
beneficiaries that the company 
has the welfare of the less 
privileged in society at heart 
and will continue to support 
vulnerable groups in society. 

Rounding up these series of 
community programs, Mr Clay 
Crain, APM Terminals Liberia 
Managing Director, who was 
personally involved in these 
e x e r c i s e s ,  e x p r e s s e d  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  
communities for warmly 
receiving and partaking in the 
campaign. He emphasized the 
importance of clean and 
environmentally friendly 
communities and applauded 
t h e  y o u t h  f o r  t h e i r  
involvement. -Press release

ndia’s former Honorary 

IConsul General to 
Liberia Mr. Upjit Singh 

Sachdeva (Mr. Jeety) has 
declared himself a “Liberian 
by heart, and Indian by 
Passport.”“I just moved here 
[Weala, Margibi County] not 
less than six or eight months 
ago, Weala; I’m a Liberian by 
heart ,  and  Ind ian  by  
passport. Weala is my home, I 
want to live here, I want to 
die here,” said Mr. Jeety.

As part of his routine 
feeding program for less 
fortunate folks, kids, and 
inmates, Mr. Jeety was joined 
by Liberia’s Vice President 
Madam Jewel Howard-Taylor 
on Chr istmas Day,  25 
December 2022 to feed 
inmates at the Monrovia 
Central Prison.

They fed 1,361n inmates 
at the Monrovia Central 
Prison before he made his 
trip to Cinta, Weala to hold 
the children’s party.

The Indian businessman 

and philanthropist and his 
delegation fed 3,000 persons 
from communities across 
Monrovia, and over 1,000 kids 
in Cinta, Margibi County on 
Christmas Day.

Jeety said that Christmas, 
the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
birthday, is a day of sharing.

According to him, it was his 
first Christmas spent in Weala, 
and he decided to hold a 
children’s party there so that 

all who did not have food could 
merry make at the children’s 
Christmas party.

During the party, Mr. Jeety 
assured residents that for 
years to come, he will always 
hold parties for children on 
Liberia’s Independence Day, 
which is July 26, and on 
Christmas day.

He said what he is doing is 
God’s work, adding that he is 
seeking God’s blessings.

failed to pay and settle his loan 
facility at the LBDI.Mr. Dennis 
also alleged that on 28 
November 2022 on a radio talk 
show named and styled as 
‘ ’Super  Morn ing  Show,’’ 
presented on ELBC on 99.9 FM, 
defendant Delaney named and 
called him for shaming as one of 
LBDI’s top 25 deficit borrowers 
relative to non-performing loans 
totaling over US$19 million. 

“While it’s true that the 
second defendant’s statements 
were fabricated and intended to 
name and shame the plaintiff, 
after the insurance of the 
slanderous comments and ideas 
against the plaintiff, the 
complainant wrote the first 
defendant, LBDI about the 
wrongful conduct of the second 
defendant on December 7, 
2022, because information 
made by the second defendant 

O
n the sideline of the 
dedication of the 
Modern states of the 

art Emirates Hospital in Bopolu, 
G b a r p o l u  C o u n t y,  t h e  
Government of Liberia (GOL) 
and its counterpart, the United 
Arab Emirates, have signed a 
b i l a t e r a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  
agreement for infrastructural 
development to come to the 
West African country. 

The agreement signed the 
same day of the dedication of 
the hospital will enhance 
smooth operations between the 
t w o  s i d e s  i n  e c o n o m i c  
empowerment and essential 
services. 

Liberia’s Foreign Minister 
Amb.  Dee-Maxwel l  Saah  
Kemayah, Sr., inked the papers 

works on behalf of Liberia, while 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Minister of States on Foreign 
Affairs and Relations, Sheikh 
Shakhboot Nahyan Al Nahyan, 
signed the documentation for 
the Arab Government. 

An insight into the agreement 
also revealed trade in Goods and 
Services, Investment, and 

was wrong and in violation of the 
rule and guidelines of the bank as 
well as the Central Bank of Liberia 
regulation,’’ Mr. Dennis stated in 
his complaint.

Mr. Dennis noted that still up to 
the filing of this complaint, the 
defendants have failed to retract 
their slanderous and libelous 
statements.Meanwhile,  the 
presiding Judge, J. Kennedy 
Peabody has issued a writ of 
summons against the defendants, 
LBDI, and Mr. Deo Delaney.

“You are at this moment 
commanded to summon the within 
n a m e d  d e f e n d a n t s ,  t h e  
management of the LBDI, and Mr. 
Deo Delaney, in the above-entitled 
cause of action, to appear before 
this court sitting in its March term 
2023 to convene on the 21st Day 
[of] March 2023, at the hour of 
10:00 am, to answer to the 
complaint,” he said.

Agriculture, including agro-
processing activities, livestock, 
fisheries, and acquisition or lease 
of agricultural lands. 

It also includes energy and 
renewable energy, mining and 
i n d u s t r y,  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  
construction, real estate, tourism, 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  a n d  
transportation, among others. 

“The Contracting Parties may 
decide to co-operate in other areas 
t ha t  appea r  t o  be  mo re  
advantageous, considering the 
priorities of the economic policy of 
the states of the Parties,” the 
agreement said. 

“To implement the Economic 
and technical cooperation under 
this Agreement, the Contracting 
Parties shall encourage relevant 
specialized entities and business 
communities to explore the 

possibilities of executing projects 
in various areas of economic and 
technical cooperation,” it added. 

The  ag reement  f u r t he r  
mentioned that the Contracting 
Parties shall grant special facilities 
and incentives to investors in both 
countries if such actions are under 
their legislation in force and the 
international obligations and 
commitments of both countries.
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L
iberia’s Vice President 
Jewel Howard-Taylor’s 
party feels that she is 

unsafe, and it has requested 
the Ministry of Justice to 
investigate an alleged threat 
a g a i n s t  h e r  l i f e  a n d  
security.The alleged threat in 
question comes from within 

her party, the National 
Patriotic Party (NPP) of her 
e s t r a n g e d  h u s b a n d ,  
imprisoned former President 
Charles Ghankay Taylor. 

James Biney, a Senator for 
Maryland County, southeast 
Liberia, and embattled NPP 
chair faces an accusation from 
a faction of the NPP loyal to 
Vice President Howard-Taylor 
of threatening the latter 
through the party’s chat room. 

T h e  N P P  i n  a  
communication dated 27 
December 2022, has accused 
Biney of issuing a threat in the 
party’s chat room that Vice 
President Howard-Taylor’s 
decision to recognize Stanley 
S. Kparklainn as NPP National 
Chairman will cost her dearly. 

“The Senator in his post 
directed to the Vice President 
threatened her when he stated 

"Madam, what a Christmas 
present you have given us,” 
the NPP accused Biney as 
saying.  

“By this, you have drawn 
the line, and mark my word 
today, your latest decision to 
recognize Mr. Kparklain as 
the Party Chairman will cost 

you dearly. You have put 
e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  h a v e  
politically on the line,” the 
complaint added. 

“This [response] will 
require you and your 
advisors to decode to 
u n d e r s t a n d  i t s  
interpretation. I wish you a 
blessed Christmas." 

The NPP which ruled 
Liberia under imprisoned 
former President Charles 
Ghankay Taylor’s leadership 
is now a constituent party of 
the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC). 

But years of internal 
conflict have not seized in 
the NPP, with the latest 
seeing the party split into 
factions between the vice 
president and Mr. Biney.This 
year, the NPP factions had 
two separate conventions on 

the same day and at the same 
venue due to the party’s failure 
to harmonize its conflict. 

The CDC later announced its 
intervention to resolve the NPP 
crisis, but it seems the former 
ruling party still has a long way 
to go. 

A re lea se  under  the  
signature of NPP Secretary 
General Morris G. Paye, and 
approved by NPP chairman 
Stanley S. Kparklain, says the 
party has filed a formal 
complaint before the Justice 
Ministry against Mr. Biney and 
referred to him as former 
chairman. 

It said Biney’s statement in 
the NPP chat room amounts to a 
threat to the security and life 
of the Vice President of the 
Republic of Liberia and 
Standard Bearer of the NPP, 
Mrs. Howard-Taylor. 

“Mr. Minister, the NPP 
considers the statement as a 
serious national security 
concern which must claim the 
attention of the Ministry of 
Justice and investigate [the] 
same to delve into the motives 
and intent of the maker of said 
statement,” the release said. 

The NPP noted that while it 
a c k n o w l e d g e s  s o m e  
disagreements within the party 
which emanate from the 
conduct of the 7 Biennial 
Convention held on 7 October 
2022, it gives no justification 
for Biney to issue such a 
statement which allegedly 
borders on the safety and 
security of the Vice 
President. 

As such, the NPP 
wants Senator Biney to 
be made to answer for 
his statement which 
allegedly poses a 
security threat to the 
Vice President.

T
he Liberian Bank for 
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
Investment (LBDI) has 

been sued by one of its former 
presidents, Mr. Francis Dennis, 
w i t h  a  d e m a n d  f o r  
US$2,500,000.00 for slander and 
libel.

Dennis filed the complaint of 
action damages against both LBDI 
and its immediate past president 
Mr. Deo Delaney.

Delaney recently resigned 
after the LBDI Board became 
aware that he faked his 
credentials to secure the top job 
as bank president and chief 

executive officer (CEO). 
Dennis filed his complaint on 

22 December 2022 before the 
presiding judge of the Sixth 

Judicial Civil Law Court of 
Montserrado County, Judge J. 
Kennedy Peabody for the 
defendants to answer to the 
allegation.

Dennis accused Delaney of 
willfully, intentionally, and 
pu rpo se l y  engag ing  i n  a  
slanderous and libelous campaign 
to harm, defame, embarrass and 
humiliate him (Dennis) while in his 
of f ic ia l  capacity  as  LBDI  
president/CEO. 

He alleged that Delaney went 
on social media, news networks, 
and platforms, including radio 
stations to brand him as one of the 
top 25 delinquent customers of 

the bank who has intentionally 
and wrongfully and deliberately 
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counties of Bomi, Grand Cape 
Mount, and Lofa, including 
neighboring countries of 
Sierra Leone, and Guinea to 
gain access to health care. 

“I am asking you all to pay 
particular attention to the 
maintenance of this facility,” 
he urged. 

President Weah lauded the 
Government of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), through 
its Minister of State, Foreign 
Affairs, and International 
C o o p e r a t i o n ,  S h e i h k  
Shakhboot Nahyan Al Nahyan, 
on behalf of UAE President, 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, with profound 
gratitude for humanitarian 
generosity to the People of 
Liberia. 

“The dedication of the 
facility is a clear manifestation 
o f  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  
commitment to improving the 
quality of health services in 
Liberia by expanding health 
p r o v i n c e  t o  t h e  r u r a l  
population,” he said. 

For his part, the Minister of 
State, Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation of 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Nahyan Al Nahyan, expressed 
his gratitude on behalf of the 

President of the UAE as 
he turned over the key 
of the facility to 
President Weah. 

Speaking earlier 
L i b e r i a ' s  H e a l t h  
Minister Dr. Wilhelmina 
Jallah, thanked the 
UAE delegation for the 
hospital. 

She noted that 
President Weah’s focus 
is on developing the 
h e a l t h  s e c t o r  i s  
commendable because 
it will improve the lives 
of his people.

Weah dedicates 20m
Starts from back
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P
res ident George 
Weah has dedicated 
t h e  E m i r a t e s  

Hospital in Bopolu City, 
Gbarpolu County in Western 
Liberia, an initiative funded 
by the Government of the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The 100-bed hospital is 

part of phase one of 
approximately ten hospital 
projects to be executed by 
the Government of Liberia. 

The projects are being 
undertaken  through  a  
bilateral partnership with the 
Government of the United 
Arab Emirates across the 
f i f t e e n t h  p o l i t i c a l  
subdivisions of Liberia. 

The Emirates Hospital is 
worth $20 Million United 
States dollars and is seated on 
52,000 square feet of land 
space. 

Opening the modern 
ho sp i t a l ,  Pre s i den t  
George Manneh Weah said 
h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  
committed to improving 
access to essential and 
quality health services 
throughout the country. 

M r .  W e a h  s a i d  
improving healthcare 

delivery has always been 
foundational to the Pro-
p o o r  A g e n d a  f o r  
P r o s p e r i t y  a n d  
Development (PAPD).He 
explained that this is why 
t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  
consistent increases and 
a d d - o n s  t o  t h e  
operational budgets for 
already-existing hospitals 
to provide the equipment 
and trained staff required 
for the delivery of 
c r i t i c a l l y  n e e d e d  
services. 

“ … M y  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  
committed to creating access to 
hea l th  in f ra s t ructures  by  
constructing more new health 
fac i l i t ies  in  under-served 
communities,” he said. 

According to him, the hospital 
is equipped with all the relevant 
departments of a modern hospital 
around the world, including, the 

Urgent  Care  Depar tment ,  
Diagnostic Department, Operation 
Theater, Mother and Child 
Department, NICU and Intensive 
Care Department, Internal 
Medicine and Pulmonology 
Department, as well as a Source of 
Solar energy in every corner of the 
hospital. 

President Weah stated that the 
construction of the hospital will 
enable residents of the remote 
region of Bopolu, Gbarpolu 
County, and its surrounding 
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Pres. Weah receives the symbolic key of the Emirates Hospital
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