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A
 Nobel peace prize 
nominee has accused 
the director-general 

o f  t h e  Wo r l d  H e a l t h  
Organisation of allegedly 
aiding genocide in Ethiopia. 
American economist David 
Steinman accused WHO chief 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
55, of being a 'crucial decision 
maker' who directed Ethiopia's 
security forces actions from 
2013 to 2015. 

He accused Tedros of being 
one of three officials who were 
in charge of the security 
services over that period, 
during which the 'killing' and 
'torturing' of Ethiopians took 
place. Tedros was the country's 
foreign minister until 2016 
when his Tigray People's 
Liberation Front party was in 

power. Raised in Tigray, he also 
served as Ethiopia's health 
minister from 2005 to 2012 
before being elected WHO 
director-general in 2017, the 
first African to take the role.   

Mr Steinman, who was 
nominated for the 2019 Nobel 

peace pr ize,  lodged the 
complaint calling for Tedros to be 
prosecuted for genocide at the 
International Criminal Court in 
the Hague.

He claimed that Tedros 'was a 
crucial decision maker in relation 
to security service actions that 
included killing, arbitrarily 
de t a i n i n g  and  t o r t u r i n g  
Ethopians,' according to The 
Times. Mr Steinman also alleged 
that the WHO chief oversaw the 
'killing, and causing serious 
bodily and mental harm to, 

members of the Amhara, 
Konso, Oromo and Somali 
tribes with intent to destroy 
those tribes in whole or in 
part'. He claimed that while 
Tedros 'co-led' Ethiopia's 
government for four years, the 
regime 'was marked by 
widespread or systematic 
crimes against humanity by 
subordinates'. 

Mr Steinman was a foreign 
a d v i s e r  t o  E t h i o p i a ' s  
democracy movement for 27 
years until its 2018 victory. 

L a r g e - s c a l e  a n d  
unprecedented protests swept 
through Ethiopia’s largest 
region of Oromia beginning in 
November 2015, and in the 
Amhara region from July 2016.

Ethiopia's security forces 
cracked-down on these largely 
peaceful demonstrations, 
killing more than 500 people, 
according to Human Rights 
Watch.The complaint comes 
after Ethiopia's army chief 
Berhanu Jula claimed that 
Tedros was backing dissident 
forces in his war-torn home 
region of Tigray. He accused 
Tedros of securing political 
and military support for the 
Tigray People's Liberation 
Front (TPLF) as it fights an 
armed offensive by Ethiopia's 
government.

' H e  h a s  w o r k e d  i n  
neighbouring countries to 
condemn the war.

The daughter of a 
Nigerian senator has 
denied trafficking a 

homeless man into the UK to 
harvest his kidney.

Sonia Ekweremadu, 25, is 
charged alongside her father 
Ike Ekweremadu, 60, her 
m o t h e r ,  B e a t r i c e  
Ekweremadu,  56 ,  and  
Nigerian doctor Obinna 
Obeta, 50.

Ike, Beatrice and Obeta 
denied conspiracy to arrange 
the travel of another person 
with a view to exploitation at 
the Old Bailey on December 
20, while Sonia pleaded not 
guilty today.It is alleged they 
conspired together, with 

others and another family 
member Isaac Ekweremadu 
who remains in Nigeria, to 
arrange the travel of a 21 
year-old man with a view to 
exploiting him between 1 
August 2021 and 5 May 
2022.The group arranged his 
travel from Lagos to London 
to remove one of his kidneys 
for Sonia, who has a kidney-
related disease, it is claimed.

I k e  a n d  B e a t r i c e  
Ekweremadu were arrested 
after the young man, who 
previously lived on the 
streets of Lagos, claimed he 
was the victim of trafficking 
at Staines police station.

The man told officers he 

arrived in the UK on February 20 
this year and was taken to Royal 
Free Hospital for tests, none of 
which he consented to.

After the tests, the man said he 
returned to the house he was 
staying in, where he was 'treated 
effectively as a slave'.

He said he escaped the address 
and was homeless for three days 
before going to the police.

The trial will begin at the Old 
Bailey on January 31 before High 
Court judge Mr Justice Adam 
Johnson.Ike, a barrister and 
former deputy president of the 
Nigerian Senate, and his wife 
Beatrice were arrested in the UK 
on June 21 after flying to Heathrow 
from Turkey.

Ike has been elected to five 
consecutive terms in the Nigerian 
senate since 2003.

He led the Nigerian delegation 
at the COP26 summit in Glasgow in 
2021.

Ike has been deputy president 
of the senate on three occasions, 
which he said was equivalent to 
being Leader of the House of 
Commons.

He said he has been one of the 
most senior lawmakers for many 
years, and is a well-known 
philanthropist.

Ike and Obeta are in custody in 
HMP Wandsworth and HMP 
Belmarsh respectively, while 
Beatrice and Sonia are both on 
bail.

u t h o r i t i e s  i n  

AEthiopia’s Somali 
region have banned 

15 media practit ioners 
w o r k i n g  f o r  f o r e i g n  
organisations - including the 
BBC’s and the Voice of 
America’s (VOA) Somali 
language services - that they 
said were operating without 
the necessary permits.

The move follows a letter 
written by the federal media 
regulator Ethiopian Media 
Authority to regional officials 
stating it had found out that 
some international media 
organisation representatives 
based in the region were 
working without the required 
accreditations.

However, the head of the 
r e g i o n ’ s  j o u r n a l i s t s ’  
association rejected the claim 
provided by the authorities for 
the decision telling a local 
media outlet that the real 
reasons were reports by the 
j o u r n a l i s t s  e x p o s i n g  
corruption and impacts of 

severe drought in Ethiopia’s 
easternmost region.

Abdulrazak Hassan added that 
the association has been 
requesting for licenses to be 
renewed which should be done 
every six months.The BBC’s 
repeated attempts to reach the 
region’s communications office 
have not been successful.

Ethiopia has seen a rapid 

deter iorat ion  of  press  
freedom since a civil war 
broke out in the country’s 
northern region in late 2020.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Commit tee  to  Protect  
J o u r n a l i s t s ,  b e t w e e n  
November 2020 and August 
2022 at least 63 journalists 
and media workers had been 
arrested. BBC

BBC and 14 others banned 
from Somali region of Ethiopia

WHO chief Tedros Ghebreyseus is 
accused of aiding genocide in Ethiopia

The WHO's director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
(pictured) was today accused of aiding genocide in Ethiopia

Nigerian senator's daughter, 25, denies trafficking 
homeless 21-year-old man into the UK to harvest his kidney
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LIBERIANS GO TO the polls on October 10th, exactly nine 
months from now in Presidential and General Elections to 
elect a new President and members of the Legislature or 
retain incumbent President George Manneh Weah and his 
ruling Coalition for Democratic Change.

THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS would be the second to be 
conducted by Liberians themselves since 1997. The 1979 
Elections that brought jailed former President Charles 
Ghankay Taylor to power were conducted by the regional 
bloc, ECOWAS, while the former United Nations Mission in 
Liberia or UNMIL spearheaded elections in 2005 and 2011 
respectively.

THE 2017 ELECTIONS, perhaps the most enviable in recent 
history, was conducted under the administration of former 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, who was on her way out, 
having completed two successful terms thus, ushering in 
the first peaceful transition from one democratically-
elected President to another in more than 70 years.

LIBERIANS HAVE A LOT to gain in terms of peace and 
respect how they conduct themselves now to October, and 
beyond in consolidating the democratic dividends of 
constitutional rule and stability.

ALREADY, THE NATIONAL Elections Commission has 
released timetable for the conduct of biometric voter’s 
registration, which runs from 20th March to 19th April, in 
phase one while second phase is scheduled from 21st April 
to 11th May, 2023.

IT IS TIME for the NEC, incumbent President Weah and 
members of the opposition to prepare adequately ahead 
of the polls to avoid last minute’s mistakes that may have 
the propensity of reversing the hand of the clock.

ELECTIONS ARE DEMOCRATIC exercises and everything 
should be done by all sides to keep them so for the general 
good, for the best path is always the path of justice, peace 
and unity.

POLITICIANS SHOULD TAILOR their messages, keeping in 
mind that they have a seared duty to keep the sanctity of 
the State they seek to govern, which happens to be the 
common patrimony.

THEREFORE, ELECTORATE should go beyond campaign T-
shirts, banners and flyers to critically examine candidates 
and their messages in reaching a determination who to 
cast their votes for and entrust their future to for the next 
six years.

THIS WOULD NOT be difficult if Liberia becomes the 
utmost objective for going to the polls other than selfish, 
narrow interests that soon melts away.

Gearing up for October elections
COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

APE TOWN – The ongoing volatility in 

Coil and gas markets has come as a 
shock to many people across the 

developed world. But its impact on 
developing countries that rely on 
producing fossil fuels has been far worse.

Over time, as the world increasingly shifts 
to cheaper and cleaner energy sources, 
fossil fuels will likely become less 
profitable, forcing energy-exporting 
countries to find other sources of income. 
What would that mean for “middle-
income” developing countries which 
together account for 48% and 52% of global 
oil and gas output, respectively?

While oil and gas have propped up the 
economies of countries like Nigeria, 
Mexico, Ghana, and Argentina over the 
years, dependence on them has led to a 
host of problems, from environmental 
pollution that harms public health to 
overreliance on fossil-fuel exports at the 
expense of the development of other 
sectors.

But breaking free from the addiction to 
fossil fuels will not be easy. Middle-income 
energy exporters are poorer than their 
developed-country counterparts and 
therefore have fewer resources with 
which  to  support  workers  and  
communities through the clean-energy 
transition. Nearly half the world’s fossil-
fuel workers live in Africa, Asia, or South 
America, and they would need to find new 
jobs – and the training to fill them. In 
addition, these countries’ oil and gas 
industries employ many more people 
indirectly, including contract workers who 
do not have the same protections as 
permanent and unionized workers.

But worker displacement is only one of the 
risks for which middle-income countries 
must plan if they are to kick their fossil-
fuel habit. Given that the oil and gas 
industries are a major primary source of 
their tax revenue, many cash-strapped 
governments would be unable to fund 
essential services, such as health care and 
education, if those proceeds suddenly 
disappeared.

Price volatility has already devastated 
economies that grew too dependent on 
fossil fuels. Following the 2020 crash in oil 
prices, for example, Nigeria proposed 
cutting education spending by up to 55%. 
And in response to the 2014 oil-price 
crash, Mexico pared public spending by 
close to 0.7% of GDP. Although high prices 
may lead to economic booms, they 
inevitably fall – and often drag down the 
economy with them. Ultimately, relying 
on finite resources is no way to fund a 
twenty-first-century economy.

Developing and implementing the right 
strategies to shift away from fossil fuels 
wil l  not happen overnight. But 
policymakers in middle-income energy-

exporting countries can already take three 
immediate steps to ensure that the clean-
energy transition does not harm their 
workers, communities, and economies – 
and that it lays the groundwork for a more 
prosperous future.

First, governments must engage in long-
term planning, particularly when it comes 
to the economies of regions that would 
most likely be affected by the green 
transition. To that end, policymakers 
should consult various stakeholders, 
develop inclusive plans to help displaced 
workers and affected communities, and 
strengthen social safety nets. Closing data 
gaps regarding demographics, wages, and 
skills will be essential to assisting oil and 
gas workers, especially female workers.

Second, given that oil and gas revenues will 
most likely decline over the long term, 
middle-income exporters must double 
down on economic diversification. This 
would involve studying and developing 
other promising sectors, such as 
agricultural processing, manufactured 
goods, and business services.

By developing domestic clean-energy 
sectors, policymakers could complement 
their diversification strategies. Given the 
changing geopolitical landscape and 
growing demand for energy, renewables 
could stabilize prices, revenues, and 
employment. To support these efforts, 
governments should harness the power of 
civil society and the private sector, 
including oil companies.

Lastly, governments must provide the 
funding necessary to complete the clean-
energy transition. In the near term, they 
could use income from fossil-fuel 
production to diversify their economies 
and invest in green projects. They could 
also reallocate funds currently used for 
subsidy programs and require the oil and 
gas industries, especially multinationals, 
to help cover the costs of environmental 
remediation and support programs for 
affected workers and communities.

But while middle-income countries could 
fund some of these measures by mobilizing 
internal resources, developed countries 
and international financial institutions 
must also offer the financing and technical 
assistance that these countries need to 
pursue their diversification strategies.

Shifting away from fossil fuels is not only 
necessary to avert a climate catastrophe, 
but also represents an opportunity to build 
a healthier and more equitable future for 
all. But developed countries must not 
expect middle-income fossil-fuel exporters 
to give up their main revenue source 
without international assistance. Ensuring 
that the net-zero transition does not leave 
anyone behind is a moral imperative. It is 
also smart climate policy.

Helping Middle-Income Energy
Exporters Kick the Fossil-Fuel Habit

By Carlos Lopes
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EW HAVEN – There is no shortage of hyperbole in the debate about whether 

Ncompanies should demand a full return to office work. According to Citadel’s 
Ken Griffin, the hedge fund owes its record-breaking $16 billion haul last year to 

its staff’s full-time presence in the office. But such sound bites ignore all the benefits 
that remote work offers to employers, employees, and the economy more broadly.

Naysayers dismiss employees’ preference for remote work as a manifestation of 
entitlement or “quiet quitting” (doing the bare minimum to remain employed). But 
that snap judgment is far too crude. A recent study by Harvard University economist 
Raj Chetty’s Opportunity Insights lab estimates that there are around 2.6 million 
people in the United States who should be working, but are not. At a time when many 
employers cannot fill vacancies, offering greater flexibility both increases the 
applicant pool and contributes to higher retention rates, easing the pressure on 
hiring.

Happier employees also tend to be more productive. Survey data on attitudes toward 
remote work from multiple countries show that many employees were surprised by 
their own productivity during the pandemic. Remote work saved them hours of 
exhausting commutes, and they were able to tailor their days to do their work when 
they felt most productive. Women and parents of young children especially came to 
appreciate – and make the most use of – this newfound flexibility.

More broadly, remote work offers greater opportunities for labor-market 
participation to talented individuals who had been previously disadvantaged by time 
or mobility constraints (including not just women and parents but also people with 
disabilities). Research by Harvard’s Claudia Goldin shows that the need to work long 
hours outside the home at prescribed times is one of the most important challenges 
that women (especially those with a college education) face in the labor market.

Remote work thus could help eliminate some of the tension between career and 
family. But as the pandemic taught us, leveraging remote work to the fullest requires 
complementary policies, especially adequate childcare. Otherwise, remote work will 
not spare women from the double duty of full-time employment and managing 
household and childcare responsibilities.

If broadly implemented and accompanied by the right policies, remote work would 
deliver far-reaching benefits for the overall economy. It would reduce labor costs and 
thus inflationary pressures, because employees could move to cheaper locations. And 
these relocations could in turn lower congestion costs, making commutes easier and 
less expensive for those who still need to be physically present in the workplace.

In real-estate markets, rents and house prices would be more evenly distributed 
geographically. Though this might raise prices in some previously low-cost locations, it 
would eliminate the extraordinarily high rents and house prices found in highly 
congested areas such as the New York City metropolitan area or the San Francisco Bay 
Area.

Of course, there are also some disadvantages to consider. In some sectors, employers 
worry that a lack of structure, office “culture,” or the ability to monitor employees’ 
progress will drive down lower productivity. And since remote work is not an option in 
many industries – from restaurants to health care – its uptake might add another 
dimension to labor-market inequality.

Still, even those workers who need to show up every day would benefit indirectly from 
remote work, through the reduction in commuting costs, rents, and house prices. 
Moreover, if markets are functioning properly, there should be a compensating 
differential for workplace labor. Employees already seem to recognize this tradeoff. 
Recent estimates suggest that, on average, employees would be willing to give up 5% 
of their pay to work from home 2-3 days per week.

Critics of remote work also often argue that personal interaction (at the proverbial 
water cooler) fosters creativity and innovation, as if to suggest that new ideas never 
emerge from a Zoom screen. And, of course, many employers and employees 
(especially younger cohorts) cherish a good office culture. But most of these needs 
can be met through hybrid models, whereby employees are physically present on a 
few pre-determined days of each week or month.

Finally, it is true that the widespread adoption of remote or hybrid work would have 
serious implications for the future of city centers, particularly those that are deemed 
less appealing or competitive. Many local jobs, especially in services and 
entertainment, would be lost, contributing to a vicious cycle of urban decline. And yet 
the advantages of remote, and especially hybrid, work seem to outweigh the 
disadvantages, especially if such work is supplemented by complementary policies to 
provide childcare and support urban development.

The COVID-19 pandemic was horrible for everyone. But like every crisis, it taught us 
some valuable lessons and accelerated innovation in certain sectors. Remote and 
hybrid work are a silver lining of a prolonged tragedy. We should cling to it.

Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg, a former World Bank Group chief economist and editor-
in-chief of the American Economic Review, is Professor of Economics at Yale 
University.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.   www.project-syndicate.org

OPINION

AMBRIDGE – One of the most iconic images of our time shows a polar bear marooned 

Cand adrift on an ice floe. Few other images capture the reality of climate change so 
viscerally. And now, ironically, Davos Man finds himself in a similar metaphorical 

position. His natural habitat, the hyper-globalized world of the past half-century, is 
shrinking, and he has gone from skiing in the Swiss Alps to skating on thin ice.

Of course, globalization – the integration of national and regional economies through cross-
border trade and investment – long predates Davos Man. Ever since the dawn of 
industrialization in the 1800s, technological progress (steamships, railroads, the telegraph, 
automobiles, airplanes) and financial innovations (like the gold standard) have led to an 
increasingly interconnected global economy.

But this process has not been continuous. An earlier wave of globalization came to an abrupt 
halt in the early 1900s with the rise of nationalism and protectionism, culminating in the 
Great Depression and fascism. Yet since the end of World War II, and especially following the 
Cold War, the international order has been deliberately geared toward American-led 
globalization, with the Bretton Woods Institutions (the International Monetary Fund, the 
World Bank, and the World Trade Organization) providing the basic architecture.

Conceived by the World Economic Forum in 1971 (but unnamed until 2004), Davos Man 
became the avatar of this process. Each year since, the WEF has staged its flagship 
gathering in the Swiss Alps to extol the virtues of free trade and capital-market 
liberalization as instruments for underwriting peace and prosperity.

But now, many fear that globalization is in retreat for the first time since 1945. The United 
States and China are undergoing a large-scale “decoupling.” And the rise of populist 
movements in advanced economies – epitomized by Trumpism and Brexit – has placed the 
Global North’s right-wing nationalists on the same page as the Global South’s left-wing anti-
colonialists. Both are deeply suspicious of multinational economic arrangements that are 
seen to undermine national sovereignty.

Against this backdrop, Davos attendees spent this year’s gathering fretting over matters of 
taxonomy (“Re-Globalization or De-Globalization?”), while The Economist ran a cover story 
on the new threats to globalization emanating from its erstwhile champion, the US. Morgan 
Stanley, meanwhile, has warned clients about globalization going into “reverse.”

But the change we are witnessing is about much more than supply chains and 
semiconductors. More fundamentally, what the economic sociologist Karl Polanyi called the 
“disembedding” of economic systems from social ones appears to be hitting its limits.

In strictly economic terms, the case for globalization will always be compelling: the logic of 
comparative advantage dictates that if countries leverage their own strengths – their 
unique combination of resource endowments, geography, human capital, and so on – and 
then trade with the rest of the world, everyone will end up with more in the aggregate. 
Economic studies show that almost every country in the world has grown richer as a result of 
globalization. Globally, poverty and inequality (at least between countries) have declined 
markedly.

But economic actors are real people with “sticky” psychological traits. They have personal 
and social identities, and deeply held values. They are not “commodities” or mere factors 
of production that gravitate like atoms toward their most productive use. Whether they are 
workers displaced from their jobs by outsourcing or farmers unable to sell their produce 
because of international agreements, they have understandable objections to 
globalization’s race-to-the-bottom dynamics.

The popular resistance to globalization is not cognitive but affective, born of an anger over 
feeling “left behind” or “swept up.” According to Pew Research, a sense of belonging (or not 
belonging) to a “community” is the key factor determining whether people’s sentiment 
toward globalization is positive (or negative). Globalization is currently running into the 
wall of identity, which the prevailing institutions have failed to reconfigure or even 
acknowledge.

Though its influence runs deep, the Bretton Woods order rests on the thinnest possible 
political foundation. It is constituted by multinational corporations, a handful of 
international organizations that are famous for their lack of accountability to the public, 
and a thicket of extraordinarily complex and highly technical trade agreements. None has 
any direct relationship with ordinary people or their communities.

Unsurprisingly, the consensus on globalization began to fray with the backlash against top-
down trade talks and the punitive, procedural mechanisms of the WTO. These mechanisms 
stand in stark contrast to the bottom-up climate movement. The climate movement 
reminds us that if we want to reap the economic benefits of a globalized economy, we need 
genuine global governance, both to distribute the gains from trade more fairly and to forge 
a new social contract that offers a sense of global community.

As I have argued previously, this vision of global governance is less utopian than it sounds. 
The challenges that globalization is facing reflect the true nature of markets and economies 
as fundamentally social phenomena. In an age of “polycrisis” and “permacrisis,” to borrow 
Davos Man’s lingo, we need to shift the paradigm of globalization to focus not only on goods, 
capital, and services but also on people.

Ultimately, it is impossible to sustain global markets without global governance based on a 
broadly shared moral consensus. If Davos Man wants to avoid becoming completely 
obsolete, he will need to acquire some social skills. 

Antara Haldar is Associate Professor of Empirical Legal Studies at the University of 
Cambridge.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org
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Davos Man Has a People Problem

By Antara Haldar

Three Cheers for Hybrid Work

By Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg
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M
ajority members 
of the Liberian 
S e n a t e  h a v e  

demanded the immediate 
recall of their colleague, 
Senator Morris Saytumah 

from a budget hearing until 
the right things are done.

At the start of a joint 
hearing for the 2023 draft 
na t i ona l  budget ,  the  
senators said they were 
shocked that the process had 
b e g u n  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  
knowledge. 

During Tuesday’s regular 
session of the Senate, Senate 
President Pro-tempore 
Albert T. Chie disclosed that 
b o t h  H o u s e s  o f  t h e  
Legislature, through their 
r e l e v a n t  s t a n d i n g  
committees, had begun a 
joint hearing of the draft 

budget.
The Grand Kru County 

Senator also informed the 
body that the decision to have 
a joint hearing was triggered 
by a request by the House of 
Representatives to now have a 

joint hearing this year.
But the majority of the 

S e n a t o r s  s a i d  S e n a t o r  
Saytumah, who Chairs the 
Ways, Means, Finance, and 
Budget Committee at the 
Liberian Senate, did not 
inform them about the start of 
the process.

Based on their argument, 
Senator Chie agreed to recall 
Saytumah and promised that 
the latter will not return to the 
hearing again until the issues 
are resolved.Pro-Tempore 
Chie indicated that the Bomi 
County Senator is supposed to 
upda te  h i s  c ommi t t ee  

members and the full plenary 
about the ongoing budget 
hearing.

The agitating senators said 
it was worrisome, scary, and 
wrong proceeding by Senator 
Saytumah to have unilaterally 
decided to represent the 
entire body without prior 
notice served his colleagues.

They raised a concern over 
a delay in the distribution of 
the Senate’s Draft Budget to 
enable senators to view, 
critique and analyze the 
legislative instrument.They 
claimed that the Chair of the 
Ways, Means, Finance, and 
B u d g e t  C o m m i t t e e  
intentionally did his own thing, 
adding that such action will 
never be tolerated by that 
august body.

Senators Abraham Darius 
Dillon, Stephen Zargo, Varney 
Sherman,  James B iney,  
Nyonblee Karnga-Lawrence, 
Francis Paye, and several 
others strongly opposed the 
joint budget hearing."Who 
sent him there? Let him come 
back here, now!" Senator 
Varney Sherman said.

"Some of you are sitting 
here and don't know that [the] 
budget hearing is going on. 
Imagine! We should not allow 
this to happen,” said Senator 
Abraham Darius Dillon of 
Montserrado County.“Besides 
that, Senator Saytumah has 
never told us anything about 
this hearing. He only called for 
a meeting but such [a] meeting 
didn't even hold," Dillon 
stressed.

more headline news       more headline news 

llr. Tiawan Saye 

CGongloe, Standard-
b e a r e r  o f  t h e  

Liberian People’s Party (LPP) 
has told the people of Lofa 
County that he would curb 
corruption in public service 
by taking stringent measures 
to root out the menace as 
Pre s ident  o f  L ibe r i a .  
According to him, the vice 
grossly impedes Liberia’s 
progress while past and 
present leaders look on as if 
it is normal to carry on when 
it must be nipped in the 
butt.Addressing an array of 
people in continuation of his 
acquaintance tour of Lofa, 
which has already taken him 
to 20 towns in the County 
including Voinjama, Kolahun 
and Foya, the LPP Standard-
bearer named a number of 
ways corruption occurs in 
public service. He said 
willful underperformance, 
stealing assets and moneys, 
conflict of interest, putting 
family members and friends 

in positions they are unfit to 
hold, overestimating bids and 
contracts to obtain cuts, 
unlawful extraction of natural 
resources and profiteering are 

part of common acts of 
corruption that continue to 
undermine the very fabric of 
the nation.

Due to greed prompted by 
the abovementioned, the 
candidate bemoaned that the 

vice was part of fertilizers of 
r i t ua l i s t i c  k i l l i ng s  the  
government is unable to 
curtail. He indicated that 
people who are unready but 

desire government jobs simply 
to steal State resources, resort 
t o  “ j u j u - p e o p l e ”  t h a t  
ostensibly requires human 
parts in order to work.

L
i b e r i a  R e v e n u e  
Authority (LRA) Deputy 
Commissioner General 

for Technical Services Mr. 
Gabriel Montgomery says the 
entity collected US$ 742.5M 
dollars last year.Speaking 
Tuesday, 31 January 2023 before 
the Joint Budget Committee at 
the Legislature, Montgomery 
said on the domestic front, the 
LRA collected US$605.0M 
against a revised target of 
US$651.6M.  

Last year, he said, the 
Legislature gave the LRA a gross 
revenue target of US$786.6M 
which eventually grew to 
$811.6M.

According to Montgomery, 
this was due to the introduction 
of a US$25M supplemental 
budget in April.

“ A l t h o u g h  D o m e s t i c  
Revenues fell short of its revised 
target by 7%, actual growth 
above the previous year, 2021 is 

US$25.9M or 4.5%,” Montgomery 
explained. “The shortfall below 
the revised target could well be 
ascribed to forecasting error. 
Over the years from 2018 to 
2022, domestic revenue has 
remained on a steady growth 
path year-on-year, averaging 
7.2% per year," he noted.

The LRA official indicated 
that these gains in revenue 
growth are largely stimulated by 
smart reforms in revenue 
administration.

"We have made significant 
progress in rolling out our 
electronic fiscal devices, and 
excise stamps, both of which are 
crucial in raising revenues and 
reducing under-declaration and 
smuggling,” he informed the 
lawmakers.

Montgomery stated that the 
LRA’s compliance clustering 
program has also gained 
traction, as well as the real 
estate decentralization pilot 
project in Margibi.He said LRA 
also aims to operate at the very 
frontiers of technology in tax 
administration.

According to him, these 

latest trends in information 
t e c h n o l o g y  i n c l u d e  t h e  
deployment of new a Liberia 
Integrated Tax Administration 
S y s tem.  Add i t i ona l l y,  M r.  
Montgomery said the LRA’s 
ASYCUDA system can now boast of 
a lot of success stories. 

"With the use of the ASYCUDA, 
Customs administration in Liberia 
is now able to track the movement 
of goods, track the supply chain of 
goods, [and] conduct Time Release 
Study (TRS), that is, how long it 
takes to clear a container from our 
ports," he said.

As LRA strives to meet the 
nation's increasing demand for 
domestic revenue, he said the 
entity also needs to consider the 
impact that tax incentives and 
other generous policy regimes 
have on the revenue basket. 

Each year, he said, more than 
US$300M is lost to tax waivers and 
incentive programs.

Also speaking, the Deputy 
Finance Minister for Fiscal Affairs 

Samora Wolokolie said this year’s 
budget is aimed at maintaining 
consistency with international best 
practices and also with businesses 
and public enterprises in the 
country.

He said the total resource 
envelope for Fiscal Year 2023 is 
US$777,943,212.50.

Wolokolie added that of this 
amount, 16% or

(LRD 20.1 billion) is domestic 
currency, and $656.6 million, or 
84% is actual United States dollars.

"The total projected revenue 
f r o m  D o m e s t i c  Re s o u r c e  
Mobilization (DRM) is US$667.9 
million or 86%, while external 
Resources account for US$110 
million or 14%," he said.

For FY 2023, he said there are no 
new tax  po l i cy  measu re s  
underpinning this budget.

However, Wolokolie explained 
that they intend to further 
strengthen current tax policies 
that are already in effect and to 
present a draft amendment to the 
revenue code to replace the goods 
and services.-Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

LRA collected US$786.6M 
By Bridgett Milton

Senators recall colleague 
from budget hearing

By Ethel A. Tweh

Tiawan Says Corruption Partly 
Fuels Ritualistic Killings in Liberia

By Weah Karpeh

CONT’D ON PAGE 7
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A
m i d  t h e  
decentralization of 
i t s  P r o - p o o r  

Agenda, the Government of 
Liberia through the Central 
Bank of Liberia (CBL) has 
broken grounds for the 

construction of the CBL’s 
Regional Cash Hub in Fish 
Town, River Gee County.

The groundbreak ing  
ceremony was held on 
Thursday, 26 January 2023, 
bringing together locals of 
the county.

Delegates from the CBL 
headed by Deputy CBL 
Governor for Operations 
Nyemade Pearson, County 
Super in tendent  Ph i l i p  
Nyenuh, Traditional Chief 
and Elders, Youths, Women, 
and Marketers, among 
others, graced the occasion.

When completed, the 
project will be the first ever 
r eg i ona l  c a sh  cen te r  
constructed in southeast 
Liberia, and second of four 
cash hubs earmarked for 
construction across the 
country.

The construction of the 
cash hub is to relieve cash 
shortages in commercial 
banks as well as responding 
to the financial needs of 
people in Maryland, Sinoe, 

Grand Gedeh, Grand Kru, and 
R i v e r  G e e  C o u n t i e s ,  
respectively.

Addressing citizens during 
the ceremony, Madam Pearson 
said the initiative is in 
compliance with President 

George  Manneh Weah ' s  
m a n d a t e  f o r  t h e  
decentralization of the 
Central Bank.

She assured the people of 
River Gee County that the 
building will be completed and 
dedicated before the end of 
2 0 2 3 . T h e  D e p u t y  C B L  
Governor for Operations, 
Nyemade Pearson, believes 
that the construction of the 
Regional Cash Hubs will attract 
a  n u m b e r  o f  b a n k i n g  
institutions and address one of 
the key challenges faced by 
commercial banks in the 
region.

He  made  a  spec i f i c  
reference to cash movement 
between commercial banks’ 
branches and their head 
offices in Monrovia, especially 
during the rainy season.In 
response, River Gee County 
Superintendent Philip Nyenuh 
lauded President Weah and 
CBL officials for the economic 
boost and great relief to the 
people of the county.

He assured CBL authorities 

of his office’s commitment to 
ensuring the protection of 
materials intended for the 
construction of the hub.Supt. 
Nyenuh recommended that 
priority be given to qualified 
residents in the southeast area 
in executing the project to 
enhance their economic 
capacities.

At the same time, the 
superintendent called on his 
kinsmen to take ownership of 
the project and cooperate 
with contractors in whatever 
way possible for the successful 
implementat ion  of  the  
project.

For his part, Chairman 
James Pa Sayee lauded the 
government on behave of the 
Traditional Chiefs Council and 
turned over a parcel of land on 
behalf of the chiefs and elders 
of the county.Chief Sayee said 
"we are pleased to give you this 
one acre of land; even workers 
can live here for safekeeping 
and security.”

“We are happy to give this 
land to the county authority 
and the Government of Liberia 
for the construction of the 
bank and promise you that 
nothing can hinder the 
construction,” he added.“And 
for this reason, we are here to 
break the ground with you," 
the River Gee County chairman 
of the traditional council 
maintained. The CBL regional 
cash hub when completed will 
contain a banking hall for 
handling liquidity requests of 
commercial banks and other 
regulated financial institutions 
in the rural parts of the 
country.It is intended to 
enhance CBL's distribution 
capability in the economy and 
the National Payment System 
infrastructure.

It will also facilitate the 
provision of services to the 
government and its agencies, 
including revenue collection 
and salary payments.

more headline news       more headline news 

People in Cllr. Gongloe’s 
audiences including women 
in Salayea, Borkaza, Konia 
and  LPMC  (Nyand i su )  
particularly admonished the 
“incoming” President of 
Liberia to deliberately fight 
ritualistic killing because it is 
now  commonp lace  i n  
Liberia. In his word, the LPP 
Standard-bearer Gongloe 
stated: “This is very bad. It 
creates insecurity among the 
people. Therefore, as 
President of Liberia, I will 
combat corruption in order 
to render the wicked 
services needless”.    

From town-to-town, 

Tiawan asserted that as 
President, he would declare 
and publish his assets in social 
media and conventional media 
outlets and would robustly 
press other office holders in 
the three Branches of our 
Government to declare and 
publish their assets in like 
manner. In addition, he avowed 
that he would publish the 
salaries and benefits of the 
President and that of his 
cabinet and other officials of 
agencies and commissions and 
would vehemently urge the 
Speaker and members of the 
Legislature and Chief Justice 
and Associate Justices to do 

similarly.
R e n o w n e d  f o r  h i s  

impeccable character in public 
service, Cllr. Gongloe added 
that he would leave no stone 
unturned or spare any official 
when culpable in any graft, 
propounding that there would 
be conduct of quarterly 
lifestyle audits of government 
officials. The LPP Standard-
bearer reiterated “I assure you 
that I will dismiss and order the 
arrest, investigation and 
prosecution of any official of 
my administration found guilty 
of cheating and stealing our 
Country’s resources”.

P
o w e r  O i l  
Liberia/Express Oil 
Chief Executive Officer 

Leon Daniel Nyentue dedicated 
a US$6m modern storage facility 
in Harper City, Maryland County 
on Monday, 30 January 2023.

County Superintendent 
George A. Prowd, the managers 
of Ecobank Liberia, and 
International Bank, and a 
Representative of United Bank 
for Africa (UBA), Apostle Peter 
O. Nseobon, graced the 
occasion.

Also, Mr. Civicus Barsi-Giah, 
Buchanan Port  Managing 
Director; Mr. Williams Wallace, 
Harper Port Manager, security 
and government officials, 
among  o the r s ,  were  i n  
attendance.

This is in fulfillment of 

President George Manneh 
Weah’s  Pro-poor  Agenda 
following a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the construction 
of a petroleum storage terminal 
at the Port of Harper. 

During that groundbreaking 
in 2021, President Weah 
promised that the facility would 
have the capacity to store more 
petroleum in the county as part 
of his government’s Pro-poor 
Agenda.

Addressing the citizens 
during the dedication ceremony, 
CEO Nyentue explained that the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
multipurpose office complex 
and petroleum storage facility 
was aimed at promoting the 
economy of the county, 
especially the Port of Harper 
and the Southeast at large.

The investment will help in 
addressing age-old problems 
associated with the supply of 
petroleum products to major 
s o u t h e a s t e r n  c o u n t i e s ,  
including Maryland, River Gee, 
Grand Kru, and Grand Gedeh, 
respectively.

He further disclosed that the 
new facility contains three 
major tanks that will store 

about 940,000 gallons of fuel and 
gasoline respectively and it will 
help reduce the price of petroleum 
cost in the Southeast.

He commended the Weah 
admin i s t ra t i on  e spec ia l l y,  
authorities at the Harper Port, for 
reposing trust in his company to 
construct such a facility in the 
southeast.However, the CEO urged 
the government to put serious 
attention on the revitalization of 
the port to ease the stress citizens 
face in importing petroleum and 
other essential commodities.

In response, the county 
superintendent George A. Prowd 
commended the Power Oil 
Liberia/Express Oil, CEO Leon 
Daniel Nyentue for constructing 
such a project in Maryland, 
especially the Southeast.

He stressed that similar 
construction was done in the 
county 30 years ago, and the issues 

of petroleum were never the 
problem.

But since its damage, he said it 
has been a serious challenge.

With the $ 6 million modern 
storage facility, Mr. Prowd said the 
Southeastern counties will have no 
cause to worry because the facility 
w i l l  s u r e l y  b e n e f i t  
them.Superintendent Prowd urged 
citizens to utilize the opportunity, 
assuring that as local government 
officials in the county, they will 
provide all necessary protection 
for such a project.

"Let me say, our government 
headed by President George Weah 
is doing well because, over the 
time, there have been these 
developments that [are] coming to 
the southeast,” said Prowd.

“In recent times, there was this 
[a] ground-breaking done in River 
Gee for the construction of [a] 
regional CBL cash hub and with 
these, the government [is] doing 
some great jobs for its people in 
the southeast," Prowd argued.

He acknowledged the efforts of 
Harper Port Managing Director 
Williams Wallace, and his staff, for 
living up to the trust accorded 
them by this government. --Edited 
by Winston W. Parley

US$6m storage facility 
dedicated in Maryland 

By Patrick Mensah, 
Maryland County

Gov't breaks grounds for CBL 
regional cash hub in River Gee

Starts from page 6

Tiawan Says Corruption Partly 
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Le  p ré s i den t  du  
Liberia George Weah 
a annoncé lundi qu’il 

briguerait un deuxième 
mandat consécutif à la tête 

de ce pays anglophone 
d’Afrique de l’Ouest lors de 
l’élection prévue en octobre.

« Mes chers concitoyens, 
je viendrai sous peu vers vous 
pour vous demander de 
renouveler […] pour la 
deuxième fois le mandat que 

vous m’avez accordé il y a six ans 
», a déclaré l’ancienne gloire du 
football dans un grand tumulte 
approbateur à la fin du discours 
annuel et solennel sur la situation 

du pays.
M. Weah, 56 ans, a promis un 

s e c o n d  «  m a n d a t  r i c h e  
d’opportunités, un mandat pour 
la transformation, un mandat 
pour le développement », mais 
aussi pour « la consolidation » des 
acquis.

Dans ce discours qu'il est 
tenu par la Constitution de 
délivrer chaque année devant 
les chambres du Parlement, M. 
Weah a défendu son bilan. « 
Permettez-moi de vous 
assurer que notre nation est 
forte, notre nation est stable, 
notre nation est pleine de vie 
[…] notre nation est en paix et 
en sécurité, et nous entendons 
qu'elle le reste », a-t-il dit.

M. Weah, seul Ballon d'or 
africain à ce jour, reconverti 
en politique après la fin de sa 
carrière sportive, a été élu au 
s e c o n d  t o u r  d e  l a  
présidentielle en décembre 
2017 et a pris ses fonctions en 
janvier de l'année suivante.

Sa victoire a suscité 
d'immenses espoirs dans un 
pays ravagé par des guerres 
civiles qui ont fait 250 000 
morts de 1989 à 2003. Et 
meurtri au sortir d’une 
période 2014-2016 marquée 
par une épidémie de fièvre 
Ebola qui a tué plus de 4 800 
Libériens.

Le pays d'environ cinq 
mil l ions d’habitants se 
remettait à grand-peine 

Au Mali - c’est une 
information exclusive de RFI 
- Iyad Ag Ghaly a rencontré 
des représentants des 
groupes armés du Nord, 
signataires de l’accord de 
paix de 2015. Le ou les 
entretiens se sont déroulés 
en fin de semaine dernière, 
près de Kidal. Le chef du 
Jnim (Groupe de soutien à 
l’islam et aux musulmans), 
lié à al-Qaïda, souhaite 
concentrer les efforts de 
tous contre le groupe État 
islamique mais sans passer 
d’alliance formelle.

Certains parlent d'une 
grande réunion, d’autres 
d ’ u n e  s u c c e s s i o n  
d'entretiens, entre mercredi 
et jeudi 26 janvier, à 
D j o u n h a n e ,  à  u n e  
quarantaine de kilomètres 
de Kidal.

Plusieurs hauts cadres de 
différents groupes armés du 
Nord ainsi que des sources 
sécuritaires assurent qu'Iyad 
Ag Ghaly a rencontré trois 
personnalités de marque. La 
première, c’est Alghabass Ag 
Intallah : patron du HCUA 
membre de la CMA (ex-
rebelles indépendantistes) 
et du CSP (qui rassemble les 
groupes armés du Nord 
signataires de l'accord de 
paix de 2015 conclu avec 
l ' É ta t  ma l i en ,  tou te s  

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

tendances confondues).
La seconde, c'est le Général El 

Hadj Ag Gamou: Général de 
l'armée malienne et chef militaire 
du Gatia, groupe armé membre de 
la Plateforme (groupes armés du 
Nord ayant toujours défendu 
l'unité de l'État malien) et du CSP.

Enfin, la troisième, c’est 
Mohamed Ag Intallah: frère 
d'Alghabass, Amenokal (première 
autorité traditionnelle) de Kidal 
et membre du CNT, le Conseil 
national de transition (organe 
législatif de la Transition depuis le 
Coup d'État militaire d'août 2020). 
Une rencontre au sommet.

Certaines sources démentent 
toutefois la présence personnelle 
d'Alghabass Ag Intallah et du 

G é n é r a l  G a m o u  m a i s  
reconnaissent la participation 
d’« émissaires du CSP » ayant 
accepté, à sa demande, de 
discuter avec Iyad Ag Ghaly.

Pas d’alliance avec le CSP 
mais un ennemi commun : le 
groupe État islamique

Selon ces sources, Iyad Ag 
Ghaly a d’abord demandé aux 
groupes armés signataires de 
l’accord de paix de 2015 de 
concentrer leurs efforts 
contre le groupe jihadiste 
rival, la branche sahélienne du 
groupe État islamique, à 
l'offensive depuis bientôt un 
an dans le nord-est du Mali, 

Les Libériens se rendront aux élections présidentielles 
et générales le 10 octobre, dans exactement neuf 
mois, pour, oubien élire un nouveau président ou 
reconduire le président sortant George Manneh Weah 
et sa coalition pour le changement démocratique.

C’est pour la deuxième fois depuis 1997 que les 
Libériens organisent eux-mêmes des élections. Les 
élections de 1997 qui ont porté l’ancien président 
emprisonné Charles Ghankay Taylor ont été organisées 
par l’organisation régionale, la CEDEAO, tandis que 
l’ancienne Mission des Nations Unies au Libéria 
(MINUL) a organisé les élections en 2005 et en 2011.

Les élections de 2017, peut-être les plus enviables de 
l’histoire récente, ont été organisées par 
l’administration de l’ancienne présidente Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, qui était sur le point de partir, après 
avoir ainsi terminé deux mandats réussis, inaugurant 
la première transition pacifique d’un président 
démocratiquement élu à un autre en plus de 70 ans.

Les Libériens ont beaucoup à gagner en termes de paix 
et de respect de la façon dont ils se conduisent 
maintenant jusqu’en octobre, et au-delà dans la 
consolidation des dividendes démocratiques de la 
règle constitutionnelle et de la stabilité.

Déjà, la Commission électorale nationale a publié le 
calendrier pour l’inscription biométrique des 
électeurs, qui s’étend du 20 mars au 19 avril, dans la 
première phase tandis que la deuxième phase est 
prévue du 21 avril au 11 mai 2023.

Il est temps que la NEC, le président sortant Weah et 
les membres de l’opposition de se préparer 
adéquatement avant les élections pour éviter les 
erreurs de dernière minute qui pourraient avoir 
tendance à inverser le sens de l’aiguille de l’horloge.

Les élections sont des exercices démocratiques et tout 
doit être fait de part et d’autre pour qu’elles soient 
ainsi dans l’intérêt général, car la meilleure voie est 
toujours celle de la justice, de la paix et de l’unité.

Les politiciens devraient adapter leurs messages, en 
gardant à l’esprit qu’ils ont le devoir impérieux de 
préserver le caractère sacré de l’État qu’ils cherchent 
à gouverner, qui est notre patrimoine commun.

Par conséquent, l’électorat devrait aller au-delà des t-
shirts de campagne, des bannières et des dépliants 
pour examiner de manière critique les candidats et 
leurs messages afin de déterminer pour qui voter et 
confier leur avenir au cours des six prochaines années.

Cela ne peut être possible que si les Libériens font du 
Libéria l’objectif ultime en allant aux urnes, s’ils 
réussissent à placer l’intérêt du pays au-dessus de 
leurs intérêts égoïstes.

Éditorial
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Se préparer pour les 
élections d’octobre

Le président Weah annonce sa 
candidature à sa réélection

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Mali: Iyad Ag Ghaly rencontre les groupes 
signataires de l'accord de paix près de Kidal

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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HICAGO – La Réserve fédérale américaine 

C(Fed) est déterminée à faire baisser 
l'inflation. Mais personne ne sait de 

combien elle devra augmenter son taux d'intérêt 
directeur – et pendant combien de temps elle 
devra le maintenir à un niveau élevé pour 
parvenir à son objectif. Aussi beaucoup 
d'observateurs se demandent si elle ne risque pas 
de déclancher une récession.

L'inflation diminue, en partie du fait de la 
résolution des problèmes dans les chaînes 
d'approvisionnement, en partie du fait de la 
baisse de la demande. Des taux d'intérêt élevés 
ont ralenti le marché immobilier résidentiel, et 
par conséquent le rythme de construction. La 
hausse du prix des biens et services restreint les 
dépenses des ménages et limite leur 
consommation. Et pour l'instant la croissance 
anémique de la Chine limite le prix des matières 
premières partout dans le monde.

Quoi qu'il en soit, la Fed n'est pas satisfaite de la 
situation actuelle. Pour le moment, le marché 
américain du travail est hypertendu. En 
attendant qu'il se relâche, la Fed craint que les 
salaires ne rattrapent l'inflation, la poussant ainsi 
à la hausse. Elle ne veut surtout pas faire une 
pause dans son action, car cela pourrait relancer 
l'inflation, d'autant que les marchés financiers se 
réjouissent et que le prix des actifs financiers 
augmente, ce qui encourage la demande. Cela 
contraindrait les responsables politiques à 
augmenter encore les taux d'intérêt, et pour 
longtemps. Il vaut beaucoup mieux que la Fed 
aille jusqu'au bout une fois pour toutes, plutôt 
que de procéder par à-coups, cela tant pour 
l'économie que pour sa propre réputation. 

Rien ne dit que la Fed pense qu'un marché du 
travail moins tendu se traduirait par une hausse 
significative du chômage. Dans l'idéal c'est 
surtout le nombre d'emplois à pourvoir qui devrait 
diminuer, sans grande augmentation du nombre 
de chômeurs. Même si le chômage augmente 
légèrement, la Fed ne changera pas de politique. 
Elle estime que si le ralentissement économique 
est trop important, elle pourra encourager le 
retour à la croissance par une baisse des taux. Il y 
a un certain consensus autour de l'idée qu'elle 
risque d'en faire trop, car elle pourra toujours 
diminuer les taux en cas de ralentissement. A voir 
l'évolution des marchés, on peut penser que la 
Fed reviendra à une baisse des taux au cours de 
l'année. Qu'est-ce qui pourrait mal tourner dans 
cette vision consensuelle ? Considérons deux 
scénarios :

Premier scénario : la Fed fait faire entrer 
l'économie en récession, avec une inflation 
restant obstinément au-dessus de sa valeur cible 
de 2 %. 
Une telle stagflation (qui ressemblerait à celle 
des années 1970, lorsque les attentes 
inflationnistes se sont fixées à des niveaux très 
élevés) pousserait la Fed à augmenter encore les 
taux au moment même où l'économie se 
contracte. C'est alors que son zèle à combattre 
l'inflation et sa capacité à résister aux pressions 
politiques seraient véritablement mis à l'épreuve.

Deuxième scénario : l'inflation diminue, mais 
avec une chute brutale de la croissance. 
Examinons le marché du travail aujourd'hui. Les 
petites et moyennes entreprises qui ont du mal à 
trouver des travailleurs gardent leur personnel 
(contrairement aux grandes entreprises qui 
annoncent des licenciements). Elles font cela 
parce qu'elles savent à quel point le recrutement 
est devenu difficile. Certaines continuent à 

embaucher, encouragées par la perspective de recruter 
davantage de travailleurs de qualité, maintenant que 
les grandes entreprises arrêtent de recruter.

Mais si le marché du travail se détend, ces petites 
entreprises ne seront plus dans la crainte de ne pas 
trouver des travailleurs de qualité. Elles pourraient 
alors elles aussi arrêter de recruter, ou même licencier 
certains des travailleurs embauchés lorsque le marché 
du travail était tendu. Autrement dit, les licenciements 
auquel nous assistons déjà pourraient se transformer en 
un énorme flot. Cela affecterait d'autres marchés.

Ainsi les ventes de maisons ont considérablement 
ralenti aux USA, mais leurs prix se sont généralement 
maintenus, probablement parce que l'offre n'est pas 
très importante. Les taux hypothécaires ayant 
fortement augmenté au cours de l'année dernière, un 
propriétaire ayant contracté un prêt à 4 % sur 30 ans 
devra débourser beaucoup plus en mensualités s'il 
décide d'acheter une maison de meilleure qualité avec 
un nouveau prêt à 7 %. Comme il n'a pas les moyens 
d'acheter, il ne vend pas. Et comme cette dynamique 
limite l'offre immobilière, il n'y a guère de pression à la 
baisse sur les prix.

Toutefois, s'il y a plus de licenciements, de plus en plus 
de propriétaires seront dans l'impossibilité de 
rembourser leur prêt à 4 %, et seront contraints de 
vendre en catastrophe. L'offre augmentera alors 
brutalement, les prix des maisons chutera tout autant, 
et la combinaison d'une plus grande incertitude en 
matière d'emploi et d'une baisse de la richesse 
immobilière pourrait ébranler la confiance des 
consommateurs, ce qui réduira encore la croissance.

Considérons un autre domino qui pourrait tomber. Nous 
venons de traverser une période de 3 ans durant 
laquelle le nombre de faillite d'entreprises a diminué, 
notamment en raison de l'aide dont elles ont bénéficié 
lors de la pandémie. Pourtant, au-delà de quelques 
signes récents de difficultés, il semble que bien plus 
d'entreprises en difficulté devraient faire faillite. 
Pourquoi n'est-ce pas le cas ? Cela tient au fait que 
profitant des facilités de crédit pour retarder 
l'échéance de leur dette, de nombreuses entreprises se 
sont refinancées dès les premiers mois de la pandémie.

Mais les entreprises les plus vulnérables n'ont pas fait 
davantage, et le volume de leurs dettes arrivant à 
échéance va bientôt augmenter. Si cette dette doit être 
renouvelée dans un environnement économique de plus 
en plus sombre, il y a fort à parier que beaucoup d'entre 
elles ne seront pas en mesure de se refinancer et que les 
faillites d'entreprises augmenteront considérablement. 
Le secteur financier traditionnel a peut-être été assez 
intelligent pour se tenir à l'écart de la crypto-monnaie, 
mais il n'est pas à l'abri de la détresse des ménages et 
des entreprises. Et comme l'Histoire nous l'a appris, les 
pertes du secteur financier peuvent rapidement 
conduire à des scénarios catastrophiques.

La Fed sait au moins ce qu'elle devra faire dans le cas du 
premier scénario : augmenter les taux pour lutter 
contre une inflation obstinément élevée. Mais si la 
situation économique se dégrade de manière non 
linéaire, il est difficile de savoir à quels repères la Fed 
pourra se raccrocher pour naviguer entre Charybde - le 
risque d'en faire trop et voir l'économie s'écrouler - et 
Scylla - le risque de ne pas en faire assez et devoir 
recommencer.

La meilleure chose qu'elle puisse faire est peut-être de 
ne pas trop croire à la capacité de l'économie à plier 
sans se briser, et de faire très attention à l'évolution des 
indicateurs alors que nous entrons dans une période de 
danger maximum.

Traduit de l’anglais par Patrice Horovitz

quand il a été éprouvé par la 
pandémie de Covid-19 puis 
par les conséquences de la 
guerre en Ukraine.

Environ la moitié des 
Libériens vivent avec moins 
de 1,90 dollar par jour, selon 
la Banque mondiale.

L'ancienne star du foot du 
Milan AC et du PSG a accédé à 
la présidence en promettant 
de créer des emplois et 
d'investir dans l'éducation. 
De  nombreux  pauvres  
adulaient l'ancien gamin des 
bidonvilles devenu vedette 
planétaire, puis chef d’État.

S e s  d é t r a c t e u r s  
reprochent à M. Weah de 
n’avoir tenu que très peu de 
ses promesses. Ils l'accusent 
d 'être déconnecté des 
réalités de ses concitoyens 
qui se débattent entre 
hausse des prix et pénurie de 
produits comme le carburant 
et de services de première 
nécessité, dans l'un des pays 
les moins développés au 
monde.

Il reste en butte au 
soupçon de n’être pas à sa 
place à la tête de l’État. 
Dernièrement, il a été 

attaqué pour son absence 
prolongée en dehors du pays, une 
quarantaine de jours passés de 
conférences en sommets, mais 
aussi à la Coupe du monde de foot 
au Qatar où son fils défendait les 
couleurs des États-Unis.

La présidence a invoqué le 
bien-fondé de ces déplacements 
dans l'intérêt national. Elle 
évoque aussi communément la 
lourdeur de l’héritage reçu par M. 
Weah.

L’opposition impute à M. Weah 
la persistance d'une corruption 
réputée endémique qu’il s’était 
engagé à combattre.

Il est à cet égard sous la 
pression du grand allié américain. 
Washington a sanctionné cinq 
hauts responsables libériens pour 
corruption présumée en trois ans.

Les victimes des guerres civiles 
attendent toujours que M. Weah 
agisse pour que les responsables 
des atrocités rendent des 
comptes.

Les appels régulièrement 
lancés en faveur de la création 
d’un tribunal des crimes de 
guerre au Liberia, où certains 
anciens seigneurs de guerre 
restent puissants, sont jusqu’ici 
restés lettre morte.

La Fed entre Charybde et Scylla ? 

Par Raghuram G. Rajan

principalement dans la 
région de Ménaka.

« Iyad ne veut pas faire 
alliance avec le CSP, les 
mouvements armés ne 
l'intéressent pas, mais il veut 
l'assurance que le CSP ne 
prendra pas le Jnim pour 
cible », résume une source. 
Sur ce point, le chef du Jnim 
a obtenu satisfaction : « Il a 
eu l’assurance que le Jnim 
n'était pas la cible prioritaire 
du CSP, pour le moment », 
confirme un interlocuteur 
proche des participants.

Pacte de non-agression
Les différentes sources 

jointes par RFI assurent qu'il 
ne s'agit donc, en aucun cas, 
d'une alliance avec les 
jihadistes du Jnim mais d'une 
sorte de pacte de non-
agression temporaire contre 
l ' e n n e m i  c o m m u n  d u  
moment, à savoir l'EIGS. Ce 
qui est d'ailleurs déjà le cas 
puisque ces derniers mois, si 
les groupes armés signataires 
n'ont jamais combattu aux 
côtés du Jnim, ils n’ont plus 
combattu que l'EIGS. Le 
groupe État islamique est 
responsable de massacres 
massifs de civils. On déplore 
plus de 900 morts en 
quelques mois, selon le 
décompte des communautés 
locales.Le CSP considère 
donc  l e  g r oupe  É t a t  
islamique comme la menace 
actuellement la plus forte 
pour les populations du nord 

du Mali. Une réunion est d'ailleurs 
prévue le 10 février prochain à 
Kidal, pour déterminer une 
stratégie commune de défense et 
préciser les contours d'une 
collaboration militaire des 
d i f férents  groupes  armés 
signataires.

Le Jnim veut recruter parmi 
les communautés

Mais Iyad Ag Ghaly est bien en 
campagne de recrutement et il a 
aussi formulé une seconde 
requête : si le chef du Jnim ne 
demande pas de contribution au 
CSP, il sollicite en revanche celle 
des communautés et des chefs de 
fractions.« Il veut des hommes et 
des moyens militaires, pose 
clairement un important chef 
communautaire du Nord, et il 
demande aux populations de le 
rejoindre. C’est ce qu’il avait fait 
à  Ménaka,  ces  dern ières  
semaines. Maintenant, il continue 
à Kidal. »La rencontre d'Iyad ag 
Ghaly et de plusieurs notables 
touaregs de Ménaka avait même 
fait l'objet d'une communication 
du Jnim, il y a un peu plus d'une 
semaine, sur son organe de 
propagande Al-Zallaqa.

Selon les différentes sources 
qui ont accepté de se confier à 
RFI, Iyad Ag Ghaly cherche 
toujours des renforts et compte 
sur la fibre communautaire - voire 
sur les rivalités entre fractions - 
pour y parvenir.

C’est ce relai auprès des 
communautés qu’i l  aurait 
notamment demandé à Mohamed 
Ag Intallah.

Le président Weah annonce  

Mali: Iyad Ag Ghaly 
rencontre les groupes 
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of our country is supposed to be doing,” 
said Mr. Cummings.

In an attempt to bring to President 
Weah’s attention the function of the 
president, Cummings explained that 
the president leads the government to 
determine, for example, whether or 
not people have access to well-paying 
jobs.

He continued that the president 
leads the government to determine 
whether or not children have access to 
quality education, and whether 
hospitals have beds and medicines to 
treat sick people.

“This is why, when the President 
does not know what he is doing, the 
country falls into serious trouble, and 
the people suffer,” Cummings 
suggested.He claimed that because 
President Weah does not know what he 
is supposed to be doing, for six years, 
the country has been running itself. 
According to the ANC leader, when a 
country runs itself, the result is that 
nothing works.

“ Everybody gets to do their own 
thing, even if it is against the law. 
Everything breaks down. Dirt piles up in 
the streets risking people’s health. 
Prices go up as the hard times keep 
getting harder,” said Cummings. 

He continued that businesses get 
harassed with some forced to close 
down, or forced to sell to the 
President’s friends.

Additionally, he said every day, 
there is a new protest for something 
wrong because protesting is the only 
way people believe they can get 

solutions to their problems. “Streets and 
communities become unsafe. Crime goes 
up, ghettos open everywhere, the society 
becomes lawless, and serious investors 
either run away or refuse to come to our 
country,” he noted.

In six years, Cummings claimed that 
President Weah has dumped the country 
into a deep hole, and he has no idea how 
to get Liberians out of the deep hole he 
has put them in. 

He also alleged that with nearly two 
billion dollars the government has 
allegedly borrowed, and the way officials 
have allegedly spent it mostly on 
themselves, they are not even ‘digging 
hole to cover the hole.’ 

“They are wickedly digging new holes 
and throwing the dirt away! They are 
making the Liberian people suffer today, 
and all this borrowing, stealing, and 
wasteful spending will make our children 
suffer to pay it back tomorrow,” 
Cummings lamented. 

Cummings believes that President 
Weah wants more time so he can dig a 
bigger hole, and make the Liberian people 
suffer even more.

According to him, President Weah 
wants more time so the government can 
steal to make its officials richer while 
making the Liberian people poorer.“Well, 
Mr. President, enough is enough. Nobody 
stupid here! We will end your failed and 
leaderless presidency in October. Your 
sacking loading,” he continued.He 
indicated that the presidency is not a 419 
business. Cummings reminded President 
Weah that too many people’s lives depend 
on the honesty, integrity, discipline, 
judgment, and decision-making of the 
president. 

President Weah maintains 
that the 2022 fiscal year 
recorded the highest level of 
d o m e s t i c  r e v e n u e  
performance since the end of 
the civil conflict in Liberia, 
which he notes, is clear 
evidence of economic 
r e c o v e r y  a n d  
macroeconomic stability.

President Weah says his 
government continues to 
show strong improvements in 
m o b i l i z i n g  d o m e s t i c  
revenue, which are due to 
key reforms under the 
d o m e s t i c  r e v e n u e  
mobilization strategy of the 
Liberian Revenue Authority, 
includes expanding the tax 
base, minimizing revenue 
loss through raising taxes, 
building public confidence in 
the  tax  s y s tem,  and  
imp lement ing  g reate r  
effectiveness and efficiency 
in tax administration through 
innovation and technology. 

The President stresses 
that sustaining domestic 
revenue performance is the 
only way his government can 
guarantee funding of public 
sector investment programs, 
to enable address critical 
infrastructure and social 
sector challenges, such as 
r o a d s ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  
healthcare, and education 
adding, “It is also the only 
means to diversify the 
Liberian economy.”  

He urges all national 
stakeholders to support these 
reform efforts, including all 
Liberians and businesses 
operating within Liberia to pay 
the i r  t axe s  f a i r l y  and  
timeously, as is required by 
law.

President Weah recalls that 
in 2022, government spent 
US$139.32 million on public 
sector investments, and 
proposes to spend this 2023 
fiscal period about US$154 
million or 19.8 percent of the 
current draft national budget 
that is before the House of 
Representatives on this sector.

He details that major public 
expenditure items for 2023 
include: US$46 million for 
transmission of electricity 
from La Côte d'Ivoire through 
the CSLG transmission lines, 
i nc lud ing  expans ion  o f  
electricity distribution across 
the country; about US$44 
million on road infrastructure; 
US$23 million through the 
National Road Fund, US$21 
million through direct national 
budget; and about US$36 
m i l l i o n  o n  t h e  2 0 2 3  
presidential and legislative 
elections, respectively. 

“ T h u s ,  M r.  S p e a k e r,  
electricity, roads and elections 
will consume about $126 
million US dollars in 2023, 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  m y  
Government's commitment to 
put the Liberian peoples’ 
money where it matters the 

most”, President Weah adds.  
Still on the economy, he 

recalls during the year under 
review, government made 
significant interventions in a 

number of sectors including 
Health, Education, Social 
Development Services, Energy 
and Environment, respectively 
with about US$17.3 million 
spent on vaccines and vaccine-
related supplies, including 
C O V I D - 1 9  v a c c i n a t i o n  
administration, drugs and 
medical consumables.

In the education sector, The 
President reports that his 
government spent nearly 
US$38.9 million on tuition-free 
policy; renovation of public 

universities; WASSCE and Junior 
High School examinations; the 
"Support to Closing Teachers 
Salary Gaps" project; and 
support to the Engineering 
College.

President Weah also notes 

that for the last fifty (50) years, 
Liberia's fiscal year has run from 
July 1st to June 30th thus, 
becoming the only country in 

the ECOWAS sub-region to have this 
July-June fiscal year, which was 
inconsistent with the rest of the 
Member States. 

“I am now pleased to announce 
that, after successful adjustment 
in 2021, the year 2022 marked the 
first full implementation of the 
calendar year budget in our 
nation's history, making it now 
aligned with the rest of the 
ECOWAS subregion. This has made 
reporting and regional comparison 
between Liberia and ECOWAS 
countries much easier”, he says. 

Meanwhile, he says the 2023 
National Budget of US$777.9 
million has been submitted to the 
House of Representatives for 
review, consistent with the total 
resource forecast for the period, 
with estimated domestic revenue 
at US$667.9 million or 85.9 
percent, while external resources 
are projected at US$110 million, 
representing 14.1percent. 

Heading for re-election, the 
government has increased capital 
expenditures in the proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2023 to 
US$154 million, up from US$143 
million in the last fiscal period. 
Story by Jonathan Browne

Starts from page 11
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2023 . It can be recalled that on December 12, 2022, 

the Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) issued a press release regarding the situation of 

non-performing loans (NPLs) in the banking system due to the action of non -

compliant delinquent borrowers to repay and/or restructure their indebtedness to the 

commercial banks. The action of such borrowers is not only a breach of their 

contractual agreement with the commercial banks but al so a violation of CBL’s 

prudential regulation and detrimental to the health and viability of the system.

While the CBL wishes to commend non-compliant delinquent borrowers who have 

taken steps to regularize their obligation, the Bank would like to remind a ll non-

compliant delinquent borrowers about its press release dated December 12, 2022,

and

 

urge all non-compliant delinquent borrowers to ensure that they regularize their 

indebtedness to the banking system by the end of the first quarter of this year, which 

is end-March 2023. 

 Non-compliant delinquent borrowers failing to regularize their indebtedness within 

the stated timeframe will be subjected to appropriate supervisory actions in keeping 

with CBL’s Regulation. As mentioned in the press release, these a ctions may 

include but not limited to restriction from accessing banking services within Liberia. 

The commercial banks through the Liberia Bankers Association (LBA) have been 

mandated by the CBL to compile the list of non -compliant delinquent borrowers 

before the end of March 2023. 

 Signed: Management of the Central Bank of Liberia

Weah outlines  successes  

Pres. Weah

Weah “lied to us”
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I
n the final year of his 
first six years term, 
ahead of elections in 

October, President George 
Manneh Weah has described 
m a c r o e c o n o m i c  
performance in the past five 
y e a r s  u n d e r  h i s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  a n  
exception in the entire West 
Africa, pointing to reduction 
in inflation rate from 30 
percent to under 7 percent in 
less than two years.

President Weah says this 
achievement is one of the 
fastest rates of inflation 
collapse by any government 
in  recorded economic 
history.

This  d isc losure was 
contained in his sixth and 
final Annual Message to the 

sixth sitting of the 54th 
Legislature in joint session 
delivered here on Monday, 
January 30, at the Capitol 
before a huge crowd of 
cheering supporters.

The annual report is in 
fulfillment of Article 58 of the 

1986 Constitution of Liberia, 
which mandates the President 
of the Republic to give the 
state of the nation for the year 
ended, covering total revenue 
and expenditure for the same 
period, and to present his 
legislative agenda for the new 
fiscal period.

President Weah details that 
revenue collection for 2022, 
including grants aggregated to 
US$740 million or up by US$94 
million, compared to US$646 
million in 2021.

“A large part of this 
difference”, the President 
explains, “is attributable to an 
increase in domestic revenue 
mobilization for the calendar 
year 2022.”

H e  s a y s  r e v e n u e  
performance for the period 
reported was driven by higher 
receipts of tax and non-tax 
revenues, especially taxes on 
international trade and taxes 
on income and profits, and 
that of this amount, domestic 
taxes were $605 million U.S. 
dollars, while and external 
resources received from 
development partners totaled 
$135 million U.S. dollars for 
the same period.  

On the expenditure side, he 
says total cash expenditure for 
the same period was US$774 
million, reporting an excess of 
expenditure over revenue 
collected at US$34 million that 
he attributes to use of treasury 
instruments.

President Weah: “Of the 
total cash expenditure, 
$286.38 million, or 37% 
percent, was spent on 
compensation of Government 
employees; $258.93 million, or 
33.45% percent, was spent on 
goods and services, including 
grants and subsidies; $89.37 
million, or 11.46% percent, 
was spent on domestic and 
international debt; and 
$139.32 mi l l ion,  or18% 
percent, was spent on public 
sector investment programs.” 

2023                              

iberia, Sierra Leone, 

LChand and Togo on 
Tuesday signed a 

Regional Emergency Solar 
Power Intervention Project 
(RESPITE) valued at US311 
Million with the World 
Bank.The signing ceremony 
was co-hosted by the World 
B a n k  G r o u p  a n d  t h e  
Government of Sierra Leone.

The initiative is aimed at 
scaling up electricity access 
to millions of existing and 
prospective consumers in 
Chad, Liberia, Sierra Leone 
and Togo through rapid 
d e p l o y m e n t  o f  g r i d -
c o n n e c t e d  r e n e w a b l e  
energy. 

Specifically, the support 
to Liberia under this program 
w o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e  
construction of a 20MWP 
Solar PV Power plant and 
associated works. This will 
also see the construction of 
transmiss ion l ines for  
connection to the grid at 
Mount Coffee.

Furthermore, under Part II 
of this program will see 
expansion of Mount Coffee 
Hydro Power Plant by adding 
additional capacity of 
41MegaWatts including 

supply and installations of two 
turbines with each having a 
maximum capacity of 20.5MW. 
It also includes the expansion 
of the powerhouse among 
others.

Finance and Development 
Planning Minister Samuel 
Tweah participating in the 
signing ceremony said the 20 
MW of solar capacity is critical 
for Liberia, adding that the 41 
MW capacity expansion for Mt. 
Coffee Hydro, which includes 
two more turbines is a game 
changer.

He thank the World Bank, 
saying the project would 
significantly changes the 
country’s power generational 
capacity and positions the 
Mount Coffee Hydro to achieve 

more.
Mr. Tweah also thanked 

Sierra Leonean President Bio 
for co-hosting the ceremony 
wh i l e  ex tend ing  wa rm 
greetings from President 
Weah.He described the even 
as signals of the winds of 
integration blowing across the 
Mano River Union and ECOWAS.

O
a k w o o d  A f r i c a  
Investment Limited 
has taken over the 

ownership of Global Bank 
Liberia Limited from Keystone 
Bank.

In a press statement issued by 
the Central Bank of Liberia on 
Monday, January 30, the CBL 
acknowledged the approval of 
the divestment of GBLL 
ownership.

The CBL noted that the 
takeover was sealed following a 
comprehensive due diligence 
and evaluation of the company’s 
a p p l i c a t i o n .  W i t h  t h i s  
divestment, OAIL has taken 100 
percent equity ownership of 
GBLL. 

OAIL is a financial services 

firm registered and licensed in 
Ghana. It owns Bloom Bank 
Africa The Gambia Limited and 
holds majority shares in 
Keystone Bank Sierra Leone 
(previously owned by Keystone 
Bank Nigeria). The company 
plans to mobilize and infuse 

fresh financial resources into 
GBLL. It also plans to reshape the 
focus of GBLL with the introduction 
of innovative digital products and 
services aimed at promoting 
financial inclusion, especially for 
women and the unbanked. 

The CBL is confident that the 
takeover by Oakwood will bring 
new dynamism to the banking 
sector and respond to the needs 
and demands of its customers, and 
contribute toward building a 
strong, viable and competitive 
banking sector in Liberia. 

The CBL wishes to assure the 
banking public and the Liberian 
People of its full commitment to 
building a credible, strong, and 
inclusive financial system that will 
contribute positively to the 

e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d  
development of Liberia. The CBL 
also urges the public and 
customers of commercial banks to 
support the work of the Bank and 
the banking system for the good of 
Liberia. 
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World Bank to invest 
millions in energy sector 

Oakwood Africa Investment 
takes over Global BankWeah outlines  successes  

amounted to more than 300 
mil l ion.Additionally, Mrs. 
Varpilah explained that the 
president mentioned less about 
the progress of restructuring the 
domestic debt. 

She added that President in 
his 2022 Annual Address 
reported that all legacy debt 
owed to the Central Bank of 
Liberia was restructured, 
totaling US$487.5 million.

“The total public debt stock 
stood at $1.69 billion U.S. 
dollars on January 1, 2022, 
increasing our public debt stock 
s i n ce  2018 , ”  s he  s a i d .  
“Yesterday, the president told 
the nation that his government 
has increased our total debt 
stock to almost TWO BILLION 
United States Dollars just under 
SIX years, while for 12 years, the 
Unity Party total debt stock was 
about 900 million US Dollars,” 
she argued.

According to her, the UP 
gove rnment  secu red  an  
unprecedented waiver of over 
4.7 Billion US Dollars in 
historical debt.

The Unity Party stalwart 

pointed out that the President's 
report on the current total debt 
stock has shown a growth of 7.9 
percent as compared to 6.29 
percent in the previous year. But 
she said the majority of this growth 
accounts for the disbursement of 
external loans.She challenged the 
government’s argument that the 
majority of its capital investments 
are financed from its domestic 
resource mobilization.

She said this policy statement is 
not factual because the 2022 
budget appropriated over 75 
percent for only recurrent 
expenditures which leaves a 
smaller fiscal space to invest in 
both socia l  and economic 
infrastructure development.

“Most of our major capital 
investments are funded by 
bilateral and multilateral agents. 
For the first time in recent 
financial and fiscal history, debt 
repayment has exceeded capital 
expenditure as a percentage of 
public expenditure,” Mrs. Varpilah 
continued. 

From 2018 to now, she said 
cumulative repayment of loans and 
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L
iberian opposition 
leader Alexander B. 
C u m m i n g s  h a s  

alleged that President George 
Manneh Weah has ‘lied to 
Liberians’ with broken 
promises, no hope, no 
c h a n g e ,  a n d  n o  

security.Responding to the 
incumbent’s sixth and final 
Annual Message for his first 
six years term, Cummings 
alleged that under Weah’s 
regime, the country runs 
itself, and prices go up as the 
hard times keep getting 
harder.

“To put it simply, after six 

years of Weah’s leaderless 
presidency, the State of 
our Republic is weak with 
no jobs, broken promises, 
no hope, no change, and 
no security,” Cummings 
a l leged Tuesday,  31  
January 2023.

Borrowing f rom a 
popular Liberian Musician 
[Jonathan Koffa, alias 
Tarkun J], Cummings said 
the President “lied to us.”

On Monday, 30 January 
2023, Mr. Weah appeared 
before the Joint Session of 
the Legislature to deliver 
his 6th Annual Message in 

line with Article 58 of the 1986 
Constitution.

The constitutional provision 
requires the President to report on 
the State of affairs and present a 
legislative program to the 
Legislature on the 4th working 
Monday in January of each year.

Weah and his ruling Coalition for 
Democra t i c  Change  (CDC)  
government will be seeking re-
election during the October 2023 
presidential and legislative 
elections.Presidential hopefuls 
from the opposition including Mr. 
Cummings will also be battling the 
incumbent this year.

Cummings heads the opposition 
Alternative National Congress 
(ANC)/Collaborating Political 
Parties (CPP) which has a faction of 
the Liberty Party (LP) as a 
constituent party.The CPP leader 
claimed that President Weah has 
weakened the country, made 
Liberians poorer, and continues to 
internationally embarrass the 
nation.

For most of the last six years, 
Cummings said, President Weah 
was too busy playing, partying, and 
vacationing. 

He acknowledged that it’s ok to 
play, but also argued that when the 
President plays too much and does 
not do his job, the people 
suffer.“The President did not know 
what he was elected to do, and still 
does not know what the President 
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Weah “lied to us”Weah “lied to us”Weah “lied to us”
-Cummings responds to 6th Annual Message

ormer ruling Unity 

FPa r t y  ( U P )  s a y s  
President George 

Manneh Weah’s 6th Annual 
Message  i s  complete ly  
unrealistic, insincere, and 
abuse of the difficult living 
conditions of Liberians.

UP Vice Chairperson Mrs. 
Dabah M. Varpilah told a major 
press conference Tuesday, 31 
January 2023 at the UP 
headquarters in Monrovia that 
the state of the nation 
presented by President Weah 
failed to capture the real 
issues that Liberians are 
facing.

She alleged that the 
government has continuously 
violated laws that seek to curb 
corruption.

She  no ted  tha t  the  
Coalition for Democratic 

Change (CDC) regime has also 
done nothing meaningful to 
address the plights of the 
people.Rather, she claimed, 
President Weah has an 
interest in speaking lies and 
deception to the Liberian 
people.

“The State of the Nation 
Affairs delivered by President 
Weah was unrealistic and 
insincere because he makes 
fun of the Liberian people,” 
sa id Mrs.  Varpi lah.The 
opposition politician claimed 
that Liberians can barely 
afford a stable meal, there 
are no jobs and many have 
turned to beggars in their own 
country. “This story of Ma 
Sarah is the story of the vast 
majority of our people, many 
of whom have lost confidence 
in their government,’’ she 
noted.According to her, the 

Unity Party government under the 
stewardship of former Vice 
President Joseph Nyumah Boakai 
will change this, and they must. 
Concerning the status of the 
economy, Mrs. Varpilah stated 

that the president made several 
broad promises concerning the 
economy and the improvement 
of the well-being of the Liberian 
people, but he is yet to fulfill 
them.

“Liberians expected to have 
heard the President speak about 
his government’s approach to 
avoid the progressive abuse of 
over $300 million U.S. dollars in 
duty-free privileges granted 
before the delivery of his 2022 
Annual Message,” said Mrs. 
Varpilah. 

“The President deliberately 
and callously decided not to 
speak about this very important 
issue as he had committed to do 
in the last State of the Nation 
Address.”The former ruling 
party official said that President 
Weah and his government didn’t 
ment ion  anyth ing  about  
measures taken to prevent this 
linkage in the system.

She said Weah and his 
government continue to abuse 
the granting of duty-free 
privileges which would have 

‘Completely unrealistic, insincere’ 
-UP reacts to President Weah’s 6th Annual Message

By Lincoln G. Peters
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ANC leader Mr. Alexander Cummings

UP leader Mr. Joseph Boakai
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