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R
u s s i a n  F o r e i g n  
M i n i s t e r  S e r g e y  
Lavrov on Tuesday 

vowed that Russia wil l  
continue helping Mali improve 
its military capabilities in a 
joint press conference aired 
live on state television.

Standing alongside his 
Malian counterpart, Foreign 
Minister Abdoulaye Diop, 
Russia top diplomat touted the 
August 2021 delivery of several 
fighter jets and helicopters, 
adding that more military 
support is assured.

"We have delivered very 
important aircraft," he said, 
"and this has considerably 
increased the capacity of 
Malian armed forces to 
eradicate the terror ist  
threat."Russian support for the 

West African nation's efforts to 
sustain a decade-long battle 
against al-Qaida and Islamic-
State-linked militants has 
increased s ince France’s  
withdrawal from the country last 
year.The French army intervened 
in Mali in 2013 after the north of 

the country was taken over by 
Islamist militants but withdrew 
last year on concerns about 
Mali’s military government 
working with Kremlin-backed 
Wagner Group mercenaries 

The growing partnership 
between Moscow and Bamako 
has prompted Western concern. 
M a l i  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r  
international scrutiny for 
cooperating with Russian Wagner 
mercenaries since last year, with 
t h e  U . N .  a n d  s e v e r a l  
international human rights 

organizations calling for 
investigations of massacres 
committed by the mercenaries 
working with the Malian army.

Lavrov and Diop both 
referenced efforts by the 
United Nations to investigate 
human rights abuses in Mali. 
Both ministers described those 
efforts as “neocolonial,” with 
Diop claiming they are an 
effort to “destabilize” Mali.

R i g h t s  g r o u p s  a n d  
journalists reported human 
rights abuse allegations 
c o m m i t t e d  b y  Ru s s i a n  
mercenaries several times last 
y e a r.  F o l l o w i n g  o n e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  F r e n c h  
broadcasts were banned from 
the country.Last week U.N. 
e xpe r t s  c a l l ed  f o r  an  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  
“ i n te rna t i ona l  c r ime s”  
committed by the Wagner 
Group in Mali.

Following testimony at a 
U.N. Security Council meeting 
on January 27, Mali’s military 
government expelled the chief 
of the U.N. mission to Mali’s 
human rights division for 
“destabilizing and subversive” 
actions against the Malian 
government.Violence has 
continued to spread south in 
recent years, with several 
attacks in recent months near 
Bamako attributed to Islamist 
militants. In July of last year, 
Mali’s main military base in 
Kati, 15 kilometers from 
Bamako, was attacked by 
Islamist militants.

M23 rebels killed at 
least 171 civilians 
during a massacre 

in eastern Democratic 
Repub l i c  o f  Congo  in  
November,  the United 
Nations said Tuesday, revising 
an earlier reported toll of 
131.

I n  a  d o c u m e n t  
s u m m a r i z i n g  a b u s e s  
committed in the DRC last 
year, the U.N. Joint Human 
Rights Office said the M23 had 
executed at least 171 
civilians in the settlements of 
Kishishe and Bambo, in 
e a s t e r n  N o r t h  K i v u  
province.The massacre 
provoked outrage in the DRC, 
where the Tutsi-led M23 has 

captured swathes of territory 
in North Kivu since late 2021 
and displaced hundreds of 
thousands of people.

A preliminary U.N. probe 
initially found that 131 
civilians had been killed.

Reported figures for the 
scale of the massacre vary 
widely.

The DRC's government 
initially said that some 300 
had been killed, for example, 
while the M23 said that eight 
civilians were killed by stray 
bullets.

On Monday, Human Rights 
Watch said in a report that 
the M23 had executed at least 
22 people in Kishishe and 
killed another 10 while 
searching for enemy militia 
members.

Elsewhere in its statement on 
Tuesday, the U.N. noted that it had 
recorded nearly 6,000 human-
rights violations in the DRC last 
year — marking a 15-percent 
reduction compared to 2021.

Abuses committed by state 
forces also fell, the U.N. said, with 
2,400 recorded cases last year 
compared to 3,162 in 2021.

Armed groups committed about 
60% of the recorded abuses. About 
85% of the total number of 
violations occurred in four 
provinces in the DRC's volatile 
east.

Despite the overall drop in 
recorded rights violations, there 
had been a "substantial increase" in 
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u m m a r y  
executions, the UN said.

Although it did not specify a 

figure, it attributed the rise to an 
uptick on attacks on civilians in 
Ituri and North Kivu provinces.

The U.N. pointed to the M23, 
Codeco, Nyatura and Allied 
Democratic Forces armed groups 
as being responsible for the trend.

The M23 resumed fighting in 
late 2021 after lying dormant for 
years, claiming that the DRC had 
failed to honor a pledge to 
integrate its fighters into the army.

Its re-emergence sparked a 
crisis in the country's east and led 
to a spike in tensions with 
neighboring Rwanda, which 
Kinshasa accuses of backing the 
group.

U.N. experts, the United States 
and other western states agree 
with Kinshasa. Rwanda denies the 
accusation.

. N .  H i g h  

UCommissioner for 
Refugees Fi l ippo 

Grandi traveled to Ethiopia's 
Tigray region this week to meet 
with families displaced by 
conflict.Since arriving in 
Ethiopia on February 5, Grandi 
also has met with the president 
of Ethiopia and with Eritrean 
refugees in Alemwach camp in 
Amhara.Eritrean refugees in 
Ethiopia have faced targeted 
attacks over the past two years 
of war. In December, the 
UNHCR collaborated with 
partners to relocate 7,000 
Er i t rean refugees  f rom 
Western Tigray to Alemwach.

Though access for aid to 
Tigray has improved since a 
peace deal was signed in 
November between the 
federal government and Tigray 
forces, resources remain 
limited compared to needs, 
according to a U.N. report.

Grandi said through a 
statement made on Twitter 
that the peace agreement has 
allowed humanitarian agencies 

to deliver more aid in areas of 
Northern Ethiopia impacted by 
conflict.

Since the deal, the federal 
government has restored basic 
services and humanitarian aid to 
the region. As part of the 
agreement, Tigrayan fighters 
have handed over heavy weapons 

to the federal government, 
while Amhara special forces 
have left the Tigray region. On 
February 3, Prime Minster Abiy 
Ahmed met with TPLF leaders 
for the first time to discuss the 
implementation of the peace 
deal.VOA

UN High Commissioner 
Visits Displaced in Ethiopia

U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi 
talks to media at the Um Rakuba refugee camp

Russian Foreign Minister 
Lavrov Visits Mali

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and his Malian 
counterpart Abdoulaye Diop speak at a news 

UN Revises Toll From DR Congo's 
Kishishe Massacre to 171
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THE PEOPLE OF Margibi county risk being delisted from a U.S. 
Government-funded health program due to corruption. This is 
despite the designation of three senior officials of the Weah 
administration by the United States last year for ongoing public 
corruption. 
 
A STATEMENT ISSUED on Monday by the U.S. Embassy in 
Monrovia says the USAID Mission to Liberia will decide whether 
to retain Margibi as part of a USAID’s government-to-
government agreement, pending transparent investigation 
and associated actions to hold accountable anyone involved in 
the misuse of any U.S. government funds.

THE STATEMENT FOLLOWED news report on an audio recording 
in which Margibi County Health Officer Dr. Augustine Nyankun 
Fannieh and other senior staff are heard discussing fraudulent 
billings and collection of kickbacks from vendors under the 
USAID-sponsored Fixed Amount Reimbursement Agreement 
(FARA) Program for the Margibi health system, totaling US$ 
801,693.00.

THE PROGRAM, ACCORDING to report, supports cost of 
implementing components of the Essential Package of Health 
Services for family planning, maternal and child health, and 
malaria prevention and treatment in 24 health facilities in the 
county.

THOUGH THE MINISTRY of Health has taken prompt action, 
recalling the county health authorities linked to the leaked 
audio for investigation, but the U.S. Embassy near this capital 
says it has a special responsibility to ensure that money 
provided by American taxpayers for the benefit of the people 
of Liberia, including the people of Margibi, is used for its 
intended purpose.

IT IS UNFORTUNATE and regrettable that the people of an 
entire county would suffer because of the dishonesty and 
greed of few officials, who see both national and foreign 
monies as opportunities to line their pockets at the detriment 
of their fellow citizens.    
Dr. Augustine Nyankun Fannieh and other senior staff heard 
discussing fraudulent billings and collection of kickbacks from 
vendors under the USAID-sponsored FARA Program are a serious 
disgrace to the people of Liberia, who need all support from 
foreign friends to improve their health conditions.

THE INDIVIDUALS REPORTEDLY involved are no different from 
merchants of death, as their actions do not only undermine the 
health system of Liberia, but outrightly threaten the lives of 
thousands of citizens in Margibi, who are direct beneficiaries of 
the program. 
We recall vividly how the Ministry of Health misapplied millions 
of dollars in 2022 under the Global Fund for Liberia’s Malaria 
Program and lied that some of the funds were spent on media 
advertisements, including radio jingles that it could not 
provide receipts for.

WE WHEN CONDUCT our public services with such dishonesty 
and gross disregard for foreign partners who donate their 
taxpayers’ money to help us salvage our woes, we do not just 
undermine ourselves, but leave a very bad footprint for the 
coming generation.  

Milking U.S. Government 
funds in Margibi

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 
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AMBRIDGE – Microsoft is reportedly 

Cdelighted with OpenAI’s ChatGPT, a 
natural-language artificial-intelligence 

program capable of generating text that reads 
as if a human wrote it. Taking advantage of 
easy access to finance over the past decade, 
companies and venture-capital funds invested 
billions in an AI arms race, resulting in a 
technology that can now be used to replace 
humans across a wider range of tasks. This 
could be a disaster not only for workers, but 
also for consumers and even investors.

The problem for workers is obvious: there will 
be fewer jobs requiring strong communication 
skills, and thus fewer positions that pay well. 
Cleaners, drivers, and some other manual 
workers will keep their jobs, but everyone else 
should be afraid. Consider customer service. 
Instead of hiring people to interact with 
customers, companies will increasingly rely on 
generative AIs like ChatGPT to placate angry 
callers with clever and soothing words. Fewer 
entry-level jobs will mean fewer opportunities 
to start a career – continuing a trend 
established by earlier digital technologies.

Consumers, too, will suffer. Chatbots may be 
fine for handling entirely routine questions, 
but it is not routine questions that generally 
lead people to call customer service. When 
there is a real issue – like an airline grinding to a 
halt or a pipe bursting in your basement – you 
want to talk to a well-qualified, empathetic 
professional with the ability to marshal 
resources and organize timely solutions. You do 
not want to be put on hold for eight hours, but 
nor do you want to speak immediately to an 
eloquent but ultimately useless chatbot.

Of course, in an ideal world, new companies 
offering better customer service would emerge 
and seize market share. But in the real world, 
many barriers to entry make it difficult for new 
firms to expand quickly. You may love your 
local bakery or a friendly airline representative 
or a particular doctor, but think of what it takes 
to create a new grocery store chain, a new 
airline, or a new hospital. Existing firms have 
big advantages, including important forms of 
market power that allow them to choose which 
available technologies to adopt and to use 
them however they want.

More fundamentally, new companies offering 
better products and services generally require 
new technologies, such as digital tools that can 
make workers more effective and help create 
better customized services for the company’s 
clientele. But, since AI investments are putting 
automation first, these kinds of tools are not 
even being created.

Investors in publicly traded companies will also 
lose out in the age of ChatGPT. These 
companies could be improving the services 
they offer to consumers by investing in new 
technologies to make their workforces more 
productive and capable of performing new 
tasks, and by providing plenty of training for 
upgrading employees’ skills. But they are not 
doing so. Many executives remain obsessed 
with a strategy that ultimately will come to be 
remembered as self-defeating: paring back 
employment and keeping wages as low as 
possible. Executives pursue these cuts because 
it is what the smart kids (analysts, consultants, 
finance professors, other executives) say they 
should do, and because Wall Street judges their 
performance relative to other companies that 
are also squeezing workers as hard as they can.

AI is also poised to amplify the deleterious 

social effects of private equity. Already, vast 
fortunes can be made by buying up companies, 
loading them with debt while going private, and 
then hollowing out their workforces – all while 
paying high dividends to the new owners. Now, 
ChatGPT and other AI technologies will make it 
even easier to squeeze workers as much as 
possible through workplace surveillance, 
tougher working conditions, zero-hours 
contracts, and so forth.

These trends all have dire implications for 
Americans’ spending power – the engine of the 
US economy. But as we explain in our 
forthcoming book, Power in Progress: Our 
Thousand-Year Struggle Over Technology and 
Prosperity, a sputtering economic engine need 
not lie in our future. After all, the introduction 
of new machinery and technological 
breakthroughs has had very different 
consequences in the past.

Over a century ago, Henry Ford revolutionized 
car production by investing heavily in new 
electrical machinery and developing a more 
efficient assembly line. Yes, these new 
technologies brought some amount of 
automation, as centralized electricity sources 
enabled machines to perform more tasks more 
efficiently. But the reorganization of the factory 
that accompanied electrification also created 
new tasks for workers and thousands of new jobs 
with higher wages, bolstering shared prosperity. 
Ford led the way in demonstrating that creating 
human-complementary technology is good 
business.

Today, AI offers an opportunity to do likewise. 
AI-powered digital tools can be used to help 
nurses, teachers, and customer-service 
representatives understand what they are 
dealing with and what would help improve 
outcomes for patients, students, and 
consumers. The predictive power of algorithms 
could be harnessed to help people, rather than 
to replace them. If AIs are used to offer 
recommendations for human consideration, the 
ability to use such recommendations wisely will 
be recognized as a valuable human skill. Other 
AI applications can facilitate better allocation 
of workers to tasks, or even create completely 
new markets (think of Airbnb or rideshare apps).

Unfortunately, these opportunities are being 
neglected, because most US tech leaders 
continue to spend heavily to develop software 
that can do what humans already do just fine. 
They know that they can cash out easily by 
selling their products to corporations that have 
developed tunnel vision. Everyone is focused on 
leveraging AI to cut labor costs, with little 
concern not only for the immediate customer 
experience but also for the future of American 
spending power.

Ford understood that it made no sense to mass-
produce cars if the masses couldn’t afford to 
buy them. Today’s corporate titans, by contrast, 
are using the new technologies in ways that will 
ruin our collective future.

Daron Acemoglu, Professor of Economics at MIT, 
is co-author (with James A. Robinson) of Why 
Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity 
and Poverty (Profile, 2019) and The Narrow 
Corridor: States, Societies, and the Fate of 
Liberty (Penguin, 2020). Simon Johnson, a 
former chief economist at the International 
Monetary Fund, is a professor at MIT’s Sloan 
School of Management and a co-chair of the 
COVID-19 Policy Alliance.
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What’s Wrong with ChatGPT?

By Daron Acemoglu 
and Simon Johnson
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Op-ed

  

SLO – It was scorching hot when I arrived at a cramped classroom in the world’s 

Olargest refugee camp, in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. But the children I came to 
meet, a graduating primary school class of Rohingya students, did not mind the 

heat. Instead, the smiling youngsters proudly told me that they had learned to read and 
write in Burmese and in English. And then they came over with hand-written letters, all 
of which contained variations of this one message: “You must help us get an education 
beyond primary school – we want to be teachers, doctors, and engineers.” 

 Unfortunately, even the most motivated and talented children in Bangladesh are not 
guaranteed secondary education. Nor are the children in Myanmar, Colombia, Mali, 
Somalia, and other conflict zones. Simply put, we lack the resources to meet these 
children’s needs. All too often, their dreams of getting an education and serving their 
communities remain just that – dreams. 

 While there are countless barriers preventing children from having access to the 
educational opportunities they so badly need, the biggest and most heartbreaking is 
insufficient funding. Somehow, there is always enough money for World Cups and Super 
Bowls, Lamborghinis for new billionaires, and numerous regional arms races, but not 
enough to help children become teachers and nurses. 
 On a recent visit to Niger, which has the world’s youngest population, I met more 
displaced children full of dreams. Too many have been forced to drop out of school to 
support their family or to work, which they see as their only option. 

 And then there is the rampant violence that permeates the fabric of young lives across 
Central and West Africa, home to a quarter of the world’s 244 million out-of-school 
children. Attacks on schools have spiked in eight countries in the region over the past 
five years, with the number of schools closed due to violent incidents increasing to 
more than 12,400 during the 2021-22 school year. Across the region, armed groups and 
soldiers regularly attack and kidnap students and teachers, particularly girls. 

 While the number of countries endorsing the Safe Schools Declaration has steadily 
grown over the years, its implementation has slowed. To deliver quality education for 
all children, the 116 countries that have signed the Declaration must meet their 
commitments to protect students, teachers, and schools from attacks. 

 In addition to protecting schools, educators and policymakers must address the deep 
trauma that violent attacks inflict on children. A study by the Norwegian Refugee 
Council (NRC) found that almost two-thirds of children in conflict-affected areas in 
Niger, Burkina Faso, and Mali were unable to concentrate, and 90% had difficulties 
controlling their emotions. Children who have been affected by violence tend to isolate 
themselves and fall into patterns of aggression and other antisocial behavior, often 
causing them to drop out of school. 

 To help children recover from their traumatic experiences, the NRC provides 
psychosocial support as part of its education programs in West and Central Africa. We 
cooperate closely with parents, caregivers, teachers, and counselors to ensure that 
students are being supported far beyond their time in our classrooms. 

 While the value of this work is undeniable, it is also chronically underfunded, leaving 
children without access to education and teachers unable to provide quality learning. 
In 2022, the average funding for education in this deeply neglected region covered only 
18.7% of the minimum requirements; in the Central Sahel region, only 14% of the most 
basic needs have been met. In the Central African Republic, where 1.5 million children 
currently need education support, poorly trained parents now make up 81% of the 
teaching force. 

 With so many years of learning lost to conflict and displacement, there is an urgent 
need to enable out-of-school children to return to formal education. For example, in 
the Central African Republic, the NRC, together with Education Cannot Wait and the 
European Commission, provides accelerated catch-up programs to children who have 
dropped out, to help them get back on track and regain a sense of well-being. 

 Fostering cooperation among policymakers, multilateral agencies, and civil society 
will be critical. To this end, the first Education Cannot Wait High-Level Financing 
Conference will convene later this month in Geneva. The conference, co-organized by 
Education Cannot Wait and the Swiss government, seeks to mobilize resources for 
critical education programs over the next four years. To provide children in conflict 
zones with the best chance to succeed, policymakers and educators should embrace 
three key principles. 
 First, the donor community must provide flexible long-term funding for education in 
emergencies. Establishing reliable channels for development funding is crucial for 
reaching out-of-school children in conflict zones. 

 Second, we must place the safety and well-being of children, young people, and 
teachers at the heart of all education-related decisions. By supporting the creation of 
safe learning environments, we can ensure that every child feels accepted and 
protected. 
 Lastly, governments and multilateral institutions must increase access to non-formal 
education programs for millions of displaced children and adolescents. This represents 
the best path for out-of-school students to return to formal education.
 
 These are not impossible goals. While they require meaningful and sustained collective 
efforts, they offer the best hope for millions of schoolchildren looking up to us to help 
them realize their dreams. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.   www.project-syndicate.org

OPINION

ONDON – The US Federal Reserve is being dangerously complacent about climate 

Lchange. While it understandably does not want to take the lead on an issue that 
remains so politically polarizing in the United States, the limited actions it has taken 

fall woefully short of what is needed. 

 Worse, its new “pilot climate scenario analysis” exercise with six major banks is likely to 
understate both the risks of climate change and the opportunities offered by the 
transition to net-zero emissions. Having failed to absorb the lessons from similar 
exercises by central banks in Europe and elsewhere, the Fed is relying on scenarios 
created by the Network for Greening the Financial System (NFGS), despite a growing 
recognition that these rest on flawed foundations. 

 Central banks have long conceded that crucial risks are missing from the mainstream 
integrated assessment models (IAMs) that they use. Yet they fail to admit that these gaps 
leave their analyses systematically biased against climate action. They have ignored 
trenchant critiques from eminent economists such as Nicholas Stern and Joseph E. 
Stiglitz, who note that “IAMs have very limited value … They fail to provide much in the 
way of useful guidance, either for the intensity of action, or for the policies that deliver 
the desired outcomes.” 

 The increasing frequency and severity of extreme weather events is now too obvious for 
central banks to ignore. Yet while the Fed’s exercise will include a scenario in which a 
major hurricane hits the US East Coast, its NGFS-style modeling will omit many critical 
factors and processes. Disruptive shifts in politics, policy, financial markets, and 
technology will all be glossed over. The complex interactions between climate-driven 
events and human behavior, involving tipping points and non-linear changes or discrete 
jumps in climate-risk probabilities – will barely be captured. 

 This means that possibilities such as a prolonged war in Ukraine, a return of White House 
climate denialism, a renewables trade war with China, recessions, or stock-market 
crashes are nowhere to seen. Nor are more positive possibilities, such as a surge in the 
popularity of progressive green politics, an explosion in electric-vehicles sales as they 
reach price parity with internal combustion engine vehicles, or continued rapid 
technological progress. 

 Far from being mere technical details, these kinds of modeling flaws could lead to 
disaster. The NGFS scenarios would have us believe that in a “business as usual world” 
heading to 3° Celsius warming, global GDP in 2050 would be only around 4% lower 
(implying a loss of less than two year’s growth) than in a world where we have achieved 
net-zero emissions and kept warming within 1.5°C. No wonder central banks foresee only 
modest financial losses. Yet this outlook contrasts starkly with climate scientists’ frantic 
warnings about the enormous damage that continued global warming will do. 

 Compounding the problem, the NGFS scenarios downplay the potential benefits of the 
net-zero transition. In fact, they suggest that it will lead to higher inflation and lower 
growth, while ignoring the possibility that green technological progress will lower prices 
and boost growth. 

 This brings us to another problem with the Fed’s climate-scenario exercise: It will do 
little to help banks meet the NGFS’s own call for them to consider climate risks and 
opportunities in all their decision-making. Banks in Europe have already cast doubt on the 
usefulness of their local supervisory exercises, and a similar reaction is likely in the US. 
Scenarios that are woefully inadequate for assessing long-term systemic risk obviously 
are even less useful for stress-testing specific banks. 

 Having issued their own net-zero pledges, banks are under more immediate pressure to 
develop and execute their transition plans. Many have already committed to interim 
targets such as halving the emissions that they are financing by 2030, implying reductions 
of 8% per year. Such robust changes will transform their strategies, business models, and 
credit and investment decisions. 

 These developments ought to force a radical shift in climate-scenario analyses. There is a 
glaring need not only for more realistic long-term scenarios, but also for more suitable 
short-term and bespoke scenarios. These would be profoundly different from the NGFS 
scenarios. But, again, the Fed seems not to have gotten the memo. Although it has 
shortened the time horizon for its exercise from 2050 to 2032, it is sticking with the NGFS. 

 This makes little sense. For scenarios extending less than ten years, global warming is not 
a risk; it is a near certainty. The crucial uncertainties are those stemming from extreme 
weather events and transition risks involving the interplay of geopolitics, local climate 
policies, and financial-market volatility. True, the NGFS has announced plans to address 
this gap by developing short-term scenarios. But it remains to be seen whether these will 
be able to meet banks’ immediate needs. Most likely, banks in the US and elsewhere will 
be forced to take the initiative themselves. 

 But this points to another problem with the Fed’s incremental approach. More bespoke 
scenarios will shift the focus toward banks’ own risks, and away from those of the broader 
system. Individual banks are concerned not just with their own climate footprints and 
supply chains, but also with the behavior of their competitors (and hence their relative 
performance). While banks certainly run a risk in “going green” too slowly, they may also 
face a risk of moving too fast, because if everyone else fails to meet their net-zero goals, 
their green loans and investments may turn out to be loss-making. 

 The Fed deserves credit for putting climate-scenario analysis on the agenda. But in 
prescribing scenarios that fail to capture the realities of climate change, it risks 
distracting banks from the urgent task of reallocating capital flows. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org
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Educating the World’s 
Children of Conflict

By Jan Egeland

The Fed’s Climate Complacency

By Mark Cliffe
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At the time members of the opposition bloc are busy tearing each other apart, 
partisans of the Coalition for Democratic Change (CDC) came out in their numbers on 
Saturday, February 4, to make a profound statement as they endorsed the reelection 
of President George Weah ahead of this year’s elections.

They were vociferous as they zealously paraded the principal streets of the tiny west 
African state’s capital donned in their party paraphernalia. They were in their 
thousands. 

As they marched towards the Antoinette Tubman Stadium in central Monrovia where 
they endorsed the reelection bid of President Weah, their statement of intent was 
clear.

They remained supportive of their standard bearer and want him to continue 
regardless of allegations of corruption and looming poverty amidst high 
unemployment in the country.

The pending October election will be Liberia’s fourth after more than two decades of 
back-to-back brutal civil wars. The stakes for this election are high-the incumbent 
wants to retain power saying, he has some unfinished businesses. At the same time, 
the opposition believes another term would spell doom for the country. 

Members of the opposition continue to accuse the Weah regime of plundering state’s 
resources with impunity. They also accused him of not just rampant corruption and 
shielding his officials from prosecutions but also of reversing every post war gain 
made during the previous administration of Liberia and Africa’s first female President 
Mrs. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.

But the CDC thinks otherwise. They argued that President Weah has done more in the 
last 5-years than all his predecessors combined.
However, despite the resolve by members of the opposition to ensure that President 
Weah is not given a second shot at the presidency, their words do not match their 
actions or politics.

The opposition parties continue to prove that they lack unity and remain divided. 
They would prefer pulling each other down the drain while giving the president an 
undue advantage ahead of the elections.

Their divisions have forced some non-supporters of the CDC to pledge support to the 
ruling establishment because of the glaring disunity among opposition members.

For example, members of the former ruling Unity Party cannot stand the sight of Mr. 
Alexander B. Cummings of the Alternative National Congress who now heads the 
Collaborating Political Parties (CPP) of which the UP and two other parties-Liberty 
Party and All Liberian Party were a party.

UP and ALP pulled out and filed a case of forgery against Mr. Cummings, while a 
faction of the Liberty Party headed by its embattled Chairman and Secretary General 
remains in the CPP. The case against Mr. Cummings was subsequently dropped due to 
lack of evidence.

But that is not all. A planned opposition rally styled and titled: “We Taya Suffering” 
failed to attract huge numbers because some opposition leaders were more opposed 
to the individuals driving the rally rather than its intended reason, which was to 
speak with one voice in telling the President to fix the system.

The likes of opposition candidate Tiawan Gongloe and the Unity Party leaders were 
very clear in telling their followers to stay off the rally. Another opposition party-
NDPL planned to stage a counter rally in opposing the CPP rally, even though it did not 
make good its threats.

Again, opposition members troll former Vice President Joseph Boakai on social media 
when he sought medical attention at the Christian run ELWA Hospital in Paynesville. 
They were busy trying to prove to the Liberian people that Mr. Boakai is unfit to run 
for President rather than offering him words of prayers for his speedy recovery. 

The opposition bloc is stronger in its crab mentality but very poor when it comes to 
the Ants’ mentality which employs collective efforts to achieve one goal.

It does not require any scientific data for anyone to acknowledge that President 
Weah will win another six-year term if the opposition bloc remains in its crab 
mentality. 

And rightfully so, the CDC has a foundation on which to base its reelection arguments. 
The ongoing road construction projects, hospitals, and housing units among others.

However, the CDC faces a major challenge when it comes to defending the state of 
the country’s economy, corruption, and poverty amidst huge unemployment.

But regardless, CDC stands tall against the opposition in retaining power in 2023 
unless members of the opposition put away their “crabology” and bury their hatchets 
to put up an united front.

ON 2ND THOUGHTS
with Othello B. Garblah

CDCians make statement

    

-As opposition tears each other apart

B
uchana, Grand Basa County: 
SOS Children’s Villages in 
Liberia have dedicated a new 

playground for children in Buchanan, 
Grand Bassa county to enable them 
Laugh, Learn and Play. 

A release from SOS says Grand Bassa 
Development Superintendent, Flee 
Glay, Buchanan City Mayor Moses 
Haynes, SOS Children’s Villages in 
Liberia Acting National Director 
Prosper Ndione, the head of the county 
Police Women & Children Protection 
section, Dennice Sackie, Ministry of 
Youth & Sports County Coordinator 
Jallah, Children Representative Lisa 
Browne and students gathered to 
celebrate the dedication of the new 
playground in Buchanan.

“This is an exciting day for the 
children of this city to have a new and 
beautiful playground where they can 
play and smile,” says Mayor Haynes.

He thanks SOS Children’s Villages in 
Liberia for funding the playground, 
adding “The city corporation is glad to 
partner with SOS Children’s Villages for 
the construction of the project.” 

Buchanan is a port city 113 km 
southeast of Monrovia. It is the third 
largest city in the country, with a 
population of more than 35,000 
residents.

“The playground will provide 
opportunities for children to stay away 
from the street, especially on 
hol idays,” notes Development 
Superintendent Flee Glee. 

The project is part of SOS Children’s 
Villages in Liberia COVID-19 Emergency 
Response Programme (CERP), funded 
by the Hermann Gmeiner Fund 
Deutschland. Thousands of children in 
Liberia witnessed the death of their 
relatives and loved ones during the 
pandemic.

The release says the goal is to 
enhance the development of children 
and reduce the impact of COVID-19. 
Every child has the right to play, 
education, and protection. Recognizing 
these rights, a once abandoned place, 
was transformed into a beloved 

destination for children. 
Children Representative Lisa 

Browne, thanked SOS Children’s 
Villages in Liberia for the playground. 
“I am happy to be part of this program. 
Many chi ldren wil l  have the 
opportunity to play. This is a special 
day for all of us,” said Lisa.

The playground is yet another 
testimony of SOS Children’s Villages 
desire and vision to reach many more 
children. 

Acting National Director Prosper 
Ndione noted that the project is a 
result of the combined efforts of the 
partnership between SOS Children’s 
Villages in Liberia, the Hermann 
Gmeiner Fund Deutschland, and 
county authorities.

In addition to the newly constructed 
playground, the organization has ten 
(10) integrated families with fifty-nine 
(59) children under the family-like 
(alternative) care programme. 

In partnership with the Government 
of Liberia and other stakeholders, SOS 
Children’s Villages in Liberia has 
invested in Grand Bassa over the past 
23 years. 

Currently, the institution is 
supporting ninety-six (96) families, 
three hundred seventy-three (373) 
children, and young people through a 
family-strengthening programme in 
Buchanan and its surrounding 
communities. 

“We need to go the extra mile. 
Children, young people, and their 
families need more social and political 
will. We call on the government and 
partners to invest urgently in services 
that give children and young people 
the best start in life. Increasing 
investment in child and youth 
development is a critical step 
government can and should take,” says 
Prosper Ndione. 

He urges Grand Bassa County 
authorities to allocate a substantial 
amount of the county's social 
development funds to children’s 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  y o u t h  
empowerment. Press release

SOS Village inducts Child-
friendly space in Buchanan 
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T
he  Wor ld  Bank  
Group says Liberia 
stands to benefit 

significantly from significant 
climate financing if it does 
the right thing.

World Bank Country 
Manager for Liberia, Khwima 

N t h a r a ,  s a y s  c l i m a t e  
financing has the potential to 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
Government’s budget in 
order to finance critical 
development programs such 
as infrastructure and the 
delivery of social services.

However, Mr. Nthara notes 
that to maximize climate 
f inance,  L iber ia  must  
conserve its forests.

Speaking during the 
recent Liberia Forest and 

Climate Resilience Forum held 
at the EJS Ministerial Complex 
in Cong Town, he stressed that 
the critical role the forest 
sector can play towards 
ensuring climate resilience 
globally has opened up new 
opportunities for countries like 

Liberia that still have vast 
forest cover. 

He says two pieces of good 
news are that firstly, the 
Government of Liberia  has 
identified these opportunities, 
lauding President George 
Manneh Weah for taking full 
advantage of climate finance 
opportunities at COP26 and 
COP27, and most recently, in 
his state of the nation address.

 Mr. Nathara continues that 
the second good news is that 

the Government of Liberia has 
already started taking some 
basic first steps towards 
protecting the country’s vast 
forest cover. 

“We know this because we 
at the World Bank have been 
supporting the Government’s 
efforts to protect Liberia’s 
forests through the Liberia 
Forest Sector Project, with 
grant financing from the 
Norwegian Government. We 
are also aware that other 
development partners in this 
room have been supporting the 
Government of Liberia in the 
forest sector”, he notes.

He says a foundation has 
already been established and 
all that is required is to build 
upon it, adding that much more 
still needs to be done for 
Liberia to take full advantage 
of opportunities available in 
the forest sector, particularly, 
through climate financing.

“We are therefore also 
hoping to hear the participants’ 
take on where exactly Liberia 
s tands  i n  th i s  jou rney  
especially what more needs to 
be done. We also look forward 
to hearing about what Liberia 
can learn from other countries 
that have already been 
b e n e f i t i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  
opportunities.”

 Mr. Nathara says from 
experience, ensuring good 
governance of the forest sector 

more headline news       more headline news 

olice in Maryland 

Pcounty, southeast 
Liberia are probing 

the death of a 7-year-old girl 
who allegedly drowned in a 
pit in Gbaklike, Barrobo 
Statutory District, Maryland. 

Little Clarence Tamma, 
according to the Police, was 
pronounced dead upon 
arrival at the Feloken 
Community Clinic after she 
reportedly drowned at about 
7:30 pm on Sunday, January 
29, in a pit dug by her father 
for dubbing purpose. 

Police report details that 
the deceased was turned 
over to the bereaved family 
for burial by Barrobo District 
a u t h o r i t i e s  p r i o r  t o  
investigators arrival on the 
scene. Jacob Tamma, father 
of the late Clarence Tamma, 
narrates that he had 
accompanied his wife to 
Gbawiliken, a neighboring 
community for her uncle's 
funeral when news of the 
death of their daughter hit 
the family. According to him, 
he left Little Clarence 
Tamma in the care of her 

grandmother, elder brother 
and his fiancé, but they are yet 
to explain how the minor 
drowned in a pit behind their 
residence. Mr. Tamma says he 
does not recall his late 
daughter having any medical 

complication prior to her death 
hence, he is disappointed in 
residents of the town for 
f a i l u r e  t o  i n i t i a t e  a n  
investigation. 

He discloses that the late 
L i t t l e  C l a rence  wa s  a  
kindergarten student of the 
Gbakliken Elementary School. 

The Liberia National Police 
says it regrets the hasty 
turnover of the deceased for 
burial by local officials in the 
area, as the situation has a 
propensity to undermine 
ongoing investigation. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Jacob 
Tamma 46, and his wife Betty 
Tamma, age 40, including 
several others are currently 
being interrogated by the 
Police Crime Service Division 
despite the fact that minor has 
been buried. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

C
atholic prelate Rev. 
Father McDonald W. 
Nah says Liberia’s 

democracy is not guaranteed 
because the government has 
allegedly failed to focus on the 
bread-and-butter issues here.

During a panel discussion 
organized by the Armed Forces 
of Liberia (AFL) Tuesday, 7 
February 2023, Rev. Nah said the 
government has deviated from 
its social contract to manage, 
protect and provide for the 
wellbeing of its citizens.

“In all sincerity, it will be a 
challenge to sustain this 
democracy if we don’t make 
serious sacrifices from our 

policymakers,” said Rev. Nah, 
National Director of the 
National Commission for Justice 
and Caritas.

“To be very frank with you, 
this democracy, Liberia’s 
democracy is not guaranteed. 
We are working in the different 
communities in this country, the 
young people don’t have jobs,” 
he said further.

As part of activities leading 
to the celebration of this year’s 
Armed Forces Day, the AFL 
organized the forum Tuesday at 
the Monrovia City Hall on the 
topic: “Fostering Effective 
Stakeholders Engagement for 
Sustainable Democracy.’’

He cautioned that the police 
and the army should not be 
expected to just perform 
miracles. 

The Catholic prelate stated 
that elections are coming and 
people are calling for prayers for 
the election to be violence-free. 

“But, people are tired of this 
pretense that God somehow will 
perform something. People are 
hungry and tired because there is 
n o  o p p o r t u n i t y , ’ ’  h e  
noted.According to Rev. Nah, the 
14 years of civil war that Liberia 
fought  was  the result  of  
dissatisfaction.

He continued that history 
informed him that people were 
angry because of inequality and 
today, the same things are seen 
happening.

He wondered if three years from 
now, those that will be in the 
Legislature will sit down again and 
watch Firestone operate without 
building one factory.“We have to 
negotiate for us to get something 

built here and shipped outside,” 
Rev. Nah suggested.

He argued that democracy can 
only be sustained and maintained 
by the army and the police if the 
policymakers in Liberia can 
prioritize and make sacrifices that 
will benefit the people in general.

If that is not done to look at the 
lives of the Liberian people, he 
warned, this democracy can’t be 
maintained.

“To sustain this democracy, we 
have to change something. As 
much as possible, let’s do what we 
can in terms of the policymakers to 
sacrifice a lot,” he pleaded. “I just 
don’t understand why people in 
miniseries are getting so much and 
the securities are not. We are at 
the mercy of people who might get 
angry,” he warned. 

The Catholic prelate raised a 
question as to how democracy can 
be maintained if the police and the 
army do not have the logistics.

2023                              
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World Bank predicts 
prospect for Liberia

World Bank Country Manager for Liberia, Khwima Nthara

‘Liberia democracy 
is not guaranteed’

–Catholic prelate says
By Lincoln G. Peters 

Rev. Father McDonald W. Nah Police probe death of Little Tamma
By Patrick N. Mensah, 
Maryland County
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T
he chairman of the 
Senate’s Banking 
a n d  C u r r e n c y  

Committee Marshall Dennis 
has told his colleagues in 
Chambers that he is not the 
Public Relations Officer 
(PRO) of the Central Bank 
of Liberia (CBL).

T h e  G r a n d  G e d e h  
County Senator made the 
statement on Tuesday, 7 
February 2023 while he was 
reporting to the Senate 
plenary about the currency 
changeover regime.Dennis 
said he could only answer 
questions he knew, but the 
rest of the questions should 
be directed to the CBL.

“I am not CBL PRO, I will 
answer the question that I 

know,” he said.Based on his 
response to his colleagues, 
the plenary of the Liberian 
Senate has cited the Central 
Bank of Liberia to appear 
before a Committee of a 
Whole next week.The Bank’s 
citation is about the currency 
changeover regime as part of 
the Marco-economic stability 

program of the Liberian 
economy.Making his report to 
the plenary, the chairman of 
the Senate’s Committee 
Chair  on Banking and 
Currency Marshall Dennis said 
L$34,996, 400,000 is in the 
country.He reported that this 
amount is in the custody of 
the Central Bank of Liberia. 
Through the commercial 
banks, he said the exchange 
of money and mutilated 

money will be carried out.
The chairman also said 

t h a t  t h e  C B L  w i l l  
decentralize the exchange 
process, adding that within 
the first quarter of 2023, 
the banks will have a 
significant amount of 
m u t i l a t e d  a n d  o l d  
b a n k n o t e s  i n  t h e i r  
possession. And the CBL will 
announce a deadline for the 
exchange to be done.

Grand Cape Mount  
County Senator Cllr. Varney 
G. Sherman complained 
that his county does not 
have a commercial bank, 
and the CBL’s means of 
exchange is through a 
c o m m e r c i a l  b a n k .  
M o n t s e r r a d o  C o u n t y  
Senator Abraham Darius 
Dillon said the new family of 
banknotes is more than the 
old ones.He wondered why 
didn’t the CBL replace the 
old banknotes before 
infusing the new banknotes.

“We are interchangeably 
u s i n g  b o t h  t h e  o l d  
banknotes and the new 
banknotes. I give you new 
$100 to buy something and 
you give me $40 with an old 
bank note,” Sen. Dillion 
added.He continued that 
the committee is unable to 
answer questions from the 
plenary.The Montserrado 
Senator stated that the CBL 
needs to answer those 
questions.

T
he Government of Liberia 
has taken steps to end the 
practice of Female Genital 

mutilation (FGM) in Montserrado 
county for the next three years.

Government through the 
Ministry of Gender, Children and 
Social Protection in partnership 
with UNwomen held an indoor 
program here on Monday, February 
6 ,  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  
International Day of Zero Tolerance 
against Female Genital Mutilation 
in Songkay Town, Monsterrado 
County.

The program brought together 
traditional leaders, including Zoes 
from the eleven (11) FGM-
practicing counties, who agreed 
during the ceremony to finally 
abolish the practice of FGM and 

close all sande bush schools in the 
county. Speaking at the ceremony, 
female zoe leader for Montserrado, 
Massa Kandakai, recognized the 
closure of the Sande bush school 
and agreed to ban the practice if 
their request is met. 

"Once our traditional Chief 
Zanzan Karwor agrees and says your 
stop this practice, we too agree, 
but what you get for use, your give 
it to us," Madam Kandakai said.

Additionally, the chief female 
Muslim Zoe for Montserrado Majula 
B. Daramy, promised that she and 
her colleagues will put an end to the 
harmful practice.

She told the gathering that she 
has consulted with Muslim religious 
leaders in the country, who clarified 
that nowhere in the Koran does 
Mohammed talks about such 
practice.Madam Daramy added that 
if only they knew by then that the 
practice was harmful, she would've 
stoppd, but growing up, she saw her 
parents practicing FGM, so as a 
religious person, she had to get 
involved."Though it was difficult to 
convince my people to agree on the 
ban, by his grace, I managed to 
convince them; all I need now is for 
the International community to pay 
attention to me and my people. 
Paying attention to us, ain't mean 
that besides them we cannot make 
it", she said.FGM is usually 
performedwithout permission and 
against victims’ will. It violates 

girls' right to make important 
decisions about their sexual and 
reproductive health. At least 200 
million girls and women alive today 
in 30 countries worldwide have been 
subjected to FGM.

However, The Chairperson of the 
National Council of Chiefs and Elders 
of Liberia (NACCEL) Chief Zanzan 
Karwor at the program called on 
Chief Zoe (traditional practitioner) 
Massa Kandakai and her group, Chief 
female Muslims Zoe Majula B. 
Daramy, and her group, and 
Paramount Chiefs, to agree in the 
public on the ban for the next three 
years, which they consented to.

Chief Zanzan Karwor assured all 
Zoes within Montserrado and 
surrounding areas that the ban has 
no political implication, so no one 
should say President Weah bans FGM 

for votes.
He  wa rned  t ha t  anyone  

challenging his authority will face 
disciplinary action from the 
NACCEL.The Chief reiterated 
NACCEL’s commitment to ending 
F G M  a s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  
pronouncements of the three-year 
ban on FGM. 

  U N  Wo m e n ' s  C o u n t r y  
Representative, Ms. Comfort 
Lamptey said, FGM is one of the most 
brutal manifestations of the 
patriarchy that permeates the world 
and also serves as an abhorrent 
violation of fundamental human 
rights that causes lifelong damage to 
the physical and mental health of 
women and girls.

Ms. Lamptey said the act is rooted 
in the same gender inequalities and 
complex social norms that limit 
women’s  pa r t i c ipa t ion  and  
leadership and restrict their access 
to education and employment across 
the globe. “On the International Day 
of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital 
Mutilation, let’s commit to social 
change and strong partnerships to 
put to an end female genital 
mutilation once and for all”, she 
urged. Liberia’s Minister of Gender, 
Children and Social Protection, 
Wi l l iametta  E.  Saydee-Tarr  
emphasized that FGM has been 
permanently closed down in 
Montserrado, but the practice 
continues elsewhere with initiation 
but without mutilation.
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GOL finally abolishes 
FGM in Montserrado

By Kruah Thompson

I’m not CBL PRO
-Sen Dennis tells colleagues 

By Ethel A. Tweh

he Governments of 

TLiberia and Senegal 
o n  M o n d a y,  6  

February 2023, signed a 
Fishery Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) in 
Dakar.Liberia’s National 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Authority (NaFAA), and 
Senegal’s Ministry of Fisheries 
and Maritime Economy signed 
on behalf of the two 
governments.A dispatch said 
the  MoU i s  a imed at  
promoting and facilitating 
cooperation in fisheries 
inspection and related 
activities.This is meant to 
ensure effective jurisdiction 
and control over flagged 
fishing and related ships of 
the parties concerning their 
national laws and regulations 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
conventions to prevent, 
deter and eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported, and Unregulated 
(IUU) fishing.The MoU is also 
intended to serve for the 
exchange of information on 
r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  f i s h e r i e s  
governance.

According to the dispatch, 

during the signing ceremony in 
Dakar, NaFAA Director General 
Madam Emma Metieh Glassco 
said the implementation of the 
MoU will further strengthen 
the efforts that are already 
being carried out in the sub-
region to ensure that the 
Central Gulf of Guinea is safe 
and secure.

“For instance, through the 

PESCAO project, we are 
implementing a regional 
Fisheries Monitoring Center 
hosted in Ghana,” she said.

“There are joint sea patrols 
being conducted between Cote 
d’Ivoire and Ghana, and there 
are joint inspections of flagged 

fishing and fishing-related 
vessels calling into our 
ports.”

H o w e v e r,  G l a s s c o  
explained that studies have 
shown that the fisheries 
r e s o u r c e s  a r e  u n d e r  
c on s i de r ab l e  p r e s s u re  
globally and in the West 
A f r i c a n  s u b - r e g i o n ,  
particularly from high levels 

of illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated fishing for which 
the FAO Port State Measures 
Agreement (PSMA) was 
app roved  by  the  FAO  
Conference at its Thirty-sixth 
Session on 22nd November 
2009.

Sen. Marshall Dennis

Liberia signs MoU with 
Senegal on Fishery 
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L
es images d’agents 
de sécurité d’État, 
e n  p a r t i c u l i e r  

d’agents du Service de 
protection de l’exécutif 
( E P S ) ,  p o r t a n t  d e s  
accessoires du parti au 

pouvoir, et lourdement 
armés d’armes militaires 
soph i s t iquées  lo r s  du  
meeting politique du parti au 
p o u v o i r ,  s o n t  
embarrassantes,  se lon 
l’opinion publique.

Le samedi 4 février, des 
agents lourdement armés de 
l’EPS ont porté des t-shirts du 
Congrès pour le changement 
démocratique (CDC) au 
pouvoir pour accompagner le 
président George Weah et les 

autres hauts responsables du 
g o u v e r n e m e n t  a u  s t a d e  
Antoinette Tubman où se tenait 
un meeting dont l’objectif était 
d’investir le chef de l’Etat 
candidat du parti au pouvoir à la 
prochaine présidentielle .

Ces images terrifiantes ont été 
condamnées par des observateurs 
locaux et internationaux, 
certains estimant qu’il s’agissait 
d’une tentative d’intimidation de 
la part du pouvoir à l’approche 
des élections générales et 
présidentielles très attendues de 
2023.

Dans un communiqué publié 
lundi 6 février, la Collaboration 
des Partis politique (CPP) de 
l’opposition, attirant l’attention 
des communautés locale et 

internationale, a qualifié 
d’alarmantes l’exhibition et le 
port incontrôlés d’armes et de 
fusils d’assaut lors du meeting 
de la Coalition au pouvoir.

“ C e s  i n d i v i d u s  q u i  
ressemblaient à des gangsters 
et qui portaient des T-shirts du 
CDC sont indiscernables avec 
les milices du CDC et la 
sécurité de l’État”, indique le 
communiqué de la CPP.

Pour l’opposition, cette 
exhibition de fusils d’assaut 
est source inquiétude et un 
signe dangereux avant-
coureur des choses à venir.

« Si ces individus qui 
portaient des fusils étaient des 
milices du CDC, la CPP exige 
une explication et une 
enquête indépendante sur la 
façon dont ils sont entrés en 
possession de telles armes lors 
d’un meeting politique, et 
pourquoi ces armes ont été 
autorisées à être exposées de 
manière aussi menaçante. Le 
CDC ne peut pas et ne sera pas 
autorisé à intimider les 
Libériens et à menacer des 
citoyens pacifiques d’une 
manière aussi belliqueuse et 
hostile », a ajouté la CPP.

L'opposition a poursuivi en 
avertissant que les milices du 
parti ne doivent jamais être 
autorisées à agir au nom et 
avec l’autorité des sécurités 

Le Comité de coordination 
des élections (ECC) dénonce 
une prétendue violation 
f l a g r a n t e  d e  l a  
rég lementat ion  sur  la  
conduite des partis politiques 
et des coalitions par la 
Coalition au pouvoir.

La Coalition pour le 
changement démocratique 
(CDC) a investi samedi, lors 
d’un meeting géant, le 
président sortant George 
Manneh Weah candidat pour 
un second mandat à la la 
prochaine présidentielle. 
Mais l’ECC estime que ce 
meeting politique organisé 
par la Coalition au pouvoir 
était une campagne, d’où 
une violation flagrante du 
code électoral.

“ L e  m e e t i n g  s ’ e s t  
caractérisé par le port de t-
shirts et l’impression de 
banderoles représentant la 
photo du président alors que 
la période de campagne 
officielle décrite dans le 
calendrier électoral n’a pas 
commencé”, a déclaré l’ECC.

La Commission électorale 
nationale (NEC) du Libéria a 
fixé la période de campagne 
officielle du 5 août au 8 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

octobre 2023 pour les élections 
présidentielles et législatives de 
cette année.

L’ECC, le plus grand réseau 
national d’observation des 
élections du Libéria, a affirmé que 
le rassemblement de la CDC était 
une violation flagrante de l’article 
12 du règlement du NEC sur la 
conduite des partis politiques et 
des coalitions.

“Cette violation sape le 
principe des “règles du jeu 
équitables” indispensables à 
l’organisation des élections justes 
e t  c r éd i b l e s ” ,  a j ou te  l e  

communiqué.
L’ECC a en outre fait 

observer que dans les jours qui 
ont précédé le rassemblement, 
la CDC a érigé des panneaux 
d’affichage portant la photo du 
président à plusieurs endroits 
dans ville de Monrovia.

Il regrette qu’à ce jour, la 
Commission n’ait pris aucune 
mesure conformément à 
l’article 12 de son règlement.

L’ECC a ainsi mis en garde 
que l’incapacité de la NEC à 
faire appliquer ses lois crée un 

L’ancien chef rebelle devenu évangéliste et politicien, le sénateur 
Prince Yormie Johnson du comté de Nimba, qui a assassiné des 
centaines de civils non armés, dont des femmes et des enfants dans 
les années 90 au plus fort de la guerre civile libérienne quand il a 
pris d’assaut une partie de la ville de Monrovia, se dit être en 
danger de mort.

Animant un point de presse à Monrovia, les dirigeants du 
Mouvement pour la démocratie et la reconstruction (MDR) du 
sénateur Johnson ont dit avoir reçu des informations de source 
haut placée concernant une prétendue tentative d’assassinat de 
leur leader politique. Ils accusent l’administration Weah de vouloir 
ôter la vie à Prince Johnson.

Lors de cette conférence de presse jeudi dernier, à laquelle ont 
assisté plusieurs dirigeants du parti, dont  le sénateur Jeremiah 
Koung, PYJ lui-même, et le vice-président Mensco Wolloh, le parti 
a déclaré qu’il a dit avoir saisi la communauté internationale pour 
ouvrir une enquête sur la prétendue menace. « Nous avons reçu 
des informations d’une source haut placée selon lesquelles l’on 
prépare une tentative d’assassinat de prince Y. Johnson », a 
déclaré le vice-président Wolloh.

Le sénateur de Nimba a récemment annoncé son divorce d’avec le 
président George Weah pour son refus présumé de tenir les 
promesses qu’il a faites au peuple Nimba lors de la campagne 
présidentielle de 2017.
À noter que Prince Johnson a soutenu M. Weah au second tour de 
l’élection présidentielle qui l’a porté au pouvoir.

Mais il accuse aujourd’hui le pouvoir d’avoir confisqué les fonds de 
développement du comté Nimba au cours des cinq dernières 
années, des fonds qui s’élèveraient à plusieurs millions de dollars 
américains, et de n’avoir pas tenu sa promesse de donner de 
l’emploi aux gens du Nimba.

Nous ne sommes pas très préoccupés par l’accord ou le protocole 
d’entente en vertu duquel PYJ a contracté un mariage politique 
avec le président Weah. Mais pour nous, le fait que l’ancien chef 
des rebelles du Front national patriotique indépendant du Libéria 
(INPFL) qui a abattu des centaines, voire des milliers de civils non 
armés par des exécutions sommaires pendant la sanglante guerre 
civile, assiste à une conférence de presse sur une prétendue 
menace contre sa vie est ridicule.

Nous nous demandons quand le sénateur, sanctionné par le 
gouvernement des États-Unis pour vente et achat de votes, a-t-il 
appris l’importance de la vie humaine qu’il a arbitrairement 
enlevée à des personnes innocentes, affamées et terrifiées par le 
nez de son pistolet pendant la guerre civile.

Des gens comme Tecumsey Roberts, un célèbre musicien libérien et 
des centaines d’autres personnes sans défense n’ont jamais eu 
l’occasion, sous la surveillance du maréchal/sénateur Prince 
Johnson, de s’alarmer des menaces qui pèsaient sur leur vie, 
quand il sortait son pistolet en argent et mettait brusquement fin à 
leur vie.

Il est ridicule aujourd’hui que l’homme qui a commis certains des 
pires crimes odieux, y compris des crimes contre l’humanité 
comme des massacres, appelle la communauté internationale pour 
le protéger. En ce sens, l’évangéliste devenu politicien insinue que 
sa vie est plus importante que les milliers de personnes qu’il a 
tuées au cours de la guerre civile sous prétexte de libérer le pays.
En fait, qui est vraiment après sa vie ? Malgré toutes les atrocités 
qu’il a commises contre des civils non armés, PYJ est revenu d’exil 
du Nigeria et a été récompensé par un siège au Sénat, où il siège 
depuis 18 ans sans signaler aucune menace contre sa vie, pas même 
de la part de parents et d’amis de ceux qu’il a tués de sang-froid.

Nous ne pouvons qu’encourager PYJ, qui s’est opposé avec 
véhémence aux appels en faveur d’un tribunal pour crimes de 
guerre au Libéria, à rassembler le courage et à permettre au 
tribunal de venir afin qu’il puisse avoir l’opportunité de faire face à 
ses accusateurs et de se disculper plutôt que de donner de fausses 
alertes.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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le sénateur Prince 
Johnson encore ?
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Des agents de sécurité exhibent leur ignorance 
des procédures opérationnelles standard

L’ECC dénonce des violations flagrantes 
des lois électorales par le pouvoir

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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de l’État.

Cependant, il a ajouté 
que si les personnes qui 
portaient des fusils relèvent 
de la sécurité de l’État, « 
nous  demandons  l eu r  
suspension immédiate, une 
enquête, des poursuites et 
leur renvoi. Le personnel de 
sécurité de l’État ne devrait 
pas être autorisé à porter des 
tenues politiques dans 
l’exercice de ses fonctions 
de sécurité nationale. Il est 
profondément troublant et 
totalement inacceptable de 
transformer la sécurité de 
l ’ É ta t  en  une  mi l i ce  
personnelle du président, du 
maire de la ville ou du parti 
au pouvoir.

R é p o n s e  d u  
gouvernement

Dans sa réponse, le 
gouvernement a déclaré 
qu’il prenait au sérieux la 
c o n n a i s s a n c e  d e  c e s  
préoccupations provenant 
des quartiers locaux et 
internationaux concernant le 
port de l’attirail du CDC par 
certains membres lors du 
rassemblement du parti.

Le gouvernement a ajouté 
que ces préoccupations sont 
légitimes et qualifie le 
comportement des agents de 
l’EPS d’embarrassant, qu’il 
attribue à une exubérance 
excessive et à un manque de 
connaissance des procédures 
opérationnelles standard du 

service.
Le président de la Joint-

Security of Liberia, le ministre de 
la Justice Frank Musah Dean Jr. a 
mandaté le directeur de l’EPS 
Trokon Nathaniel Roberts pour 
s’assurer que dorénavant une 
t e l l e  démons t r a t i on  non  
professionnelle de la part des 
membres de l’EPS ne se 
reproduit.

Dans une note remontrances 
qu’il a adressée aux Forces de 
sécurité nationales du Libéria, le 
ministre de la Justice Dean a 
rappelé à toutes les institutions 
militaires, paramilitaires et 
autres institutions de sécurité 
connexes leur serment de 
défendre et de protéger tous les 
citoyens et résidents du pays 
d’une manière qui fait preuve de 
neutralité, de professionnalisme 
et de décence.

E n t r e - t e m p s ,  l e  
Gouvernement libérien tient à 
réitérer son engagement exprimé 
en faveur des élections libres, 
équitables, transparentes et 
d é m o c r a t i q u e s  d a n s  u n  
environnement sûr et ouvert à 
toutes les parties prenantes et 
participants, quelle que soit leur 
affiliation politique.

Le gouvernement dit qu’il ne 
permettra pas à l ’action 
regrettable de samedi de la part 
de certains membres de l’EPS de 
mettre une brèche dans le bilan 
enviable de l’administration 
dirigée par Weah qui a mené avec 
succès plusieurs élections dans le 
pays.

dangereux précédent et sape 
sa  neutra l i té  en tant  
qu’organisme de gestion des 
élections indépendantes.

D a n s  u n  a u t r e  
développement, l’ECC s’est 
dit profondément préoccupé 
par la déclaration de la vice-
présidente Jewel Howard-
Taylor décrivant la plupart 
des magistrats électoraux 
comme des corrompus.

“L’ECC demande à la vice-
présidente de fournir des 
preuves pour prouver son 
aff i rmation contre les  
magistrats”, a-t-il dit.

L’ECC a rappelé que la 
vice-présidente Howard-
Taylor avait en outre déclaré 
que les magistrats devaient 
faire l’objet d’une rotation 
ou d’un changement.

Il a ainsi souligné que la 
vice-présidente n’a pas le 
pouvoir d’appeler la NEC à 
faire tourner ou à changer un 
magistrat électoral. Il a averti 
que la déclaration de la vice-
présidente est une tentative 
d ’ i n g é r e n c e  d a n s  l e s  
opérations de la NEC et porte 
atteinte à son indépendance.

Il a donc appelé la NEC à 
résister à toute forme de 

contrôle externe et d’influence de 
la part des partis politiques ou des 
agents de la fonction publique ou 
des élus.

“L’activité de pré-campagne et 
la tentative d’influencer la NEC 
sont des indicateurs d’alerte 
précoce des défis avant les 
élections d’octobre 2023.”

Établi en 2010, les membres de 
l’ECC comprennent le Centre pour 
la gouvernance démocratique 
(CDG) ; le Centre d’études des 
médias et de consolidation de la 
paix (CEMESP) ; et le Centre pour 
la prévention des conflits et la 
consolidation de la paix (CECPAP). 
L’Institut de recherche et de 
développement démocratique 
(IREDD), les Partenaires Naymote 
p o u r  l e  d é v e l o p p e m e n t  
démocratique (NAYMOTE-PADD), 
le Réseau ouest-africain pour la 
consolidation de la paix (WANEP) 
et le Secrétariat des ONG 
féminines du Libéria (WONGOSOL) 
sont également membres de 
l’ECC.

Le groupe trava i l le  en 
partenariat avec Democracy 
International avec le soutien de 
l’Agence des États-Unis pour le 
développement international 
(USAID).

2023                              
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AMBRIDGE – Microsoft semble ravie de 

CChatGPT d’OpenAI, un programme de 
langage naturel basé sur l’intelligence 

artificielle, capable de rédiger des textes 
comparables à ce qu’aurait pu écrire un être 
humain. Ayant tiré parti d’un accès facile à la 
finance ces dix dernières années, les sociétés et 
fonds de capital-risque ont investi plusieurs 
milliards dans la course aux armements d’IA, avec 
pour résultat des technologies qui peuvent 
aujourd’hui être utilisées pour remplacer les 
humains dans une multitude de tâches. Ce pourrait 
être une catastrophe, non seulement pour les 
travail leurs, mais également pour les 
consommateurs voire les investisseurs.

Le problème pour les travailleurs apparaît évident 
: de moins en moins d’emplois nécessiteront de 
solides compétences de communication, et les 
postes bien rémunérés se raréfieront. Les agents 
d’entretien, conducteurs de véhicules, et autres 
travailleurs manuels conserveront leur emploi, 
mais tous les autres ont du souci à se faire. Prenons 
l’exemple du service clients. Plutôt que de 
recruter des individus pour interagir avec les 
clients, les entreprises recourront de plus en plus 
aux IA créatrices, telles que ChatGPT, pour apaiser 
les clients furieux en employant des formules 
habiles et rassurantes. Moins d’emplois de premier 
échelon, cela signifiera également moins 
d’opportunités de débuter une carrière – 
prolongement d’une tendance établie par les 
technologies numériques précédentes.

Les consommateurs souffriront eux aussi. Les 
robots conversationnels ne posent pas problème 
lorsqu’il s’agit de gérer uniquement des questions 
de routine. Seulement voilà, ce n’est 
généralement pas pour ces questions de routine 
que les personnes appellent un service clients. 
Lorsque vous rencontrez un réel problème – 
interruption des vols d’une compagnie aérienne, 
ou fuite d’une canalisation dans votre sous-sol – 
vous souhaitez parler à un professionnel qualifié et 
compréhensif, capable de mobiliser des 
ressources pour trouver rapidement une solution. 
Vous ne souhaitez certes pas être mis en attente 
pendant huit heures, mais pas non plus être 
immédiatement mis en contact avec un chatbot 
assurément éloquent mais en fin de compte 
inutile.

Bien entendu, dans un monde idéal, de nouvelles 
entreprises, proposant un meilleur service clients, 
émergeraient et s’empareraient de parts de 
marché. Dans le monde réel, les nombreuses 
barrières à l’entrée compliquent cependant 
l’expansion rapide de nouvelles sociétés. Vous 
aimez sans doute votre boulangerie locale, votre 
interlocuteur aimable dans telle ou telle 
compagnie aérienne, ou votre médecin, mais 
songez à tout ce qui est nécessaire pour créer une 
nouvelle chaîne de boulangeries, une nouvelle 
compagnie aérienne ou un nouvel hôpital. Les 
sociétés existantes jouissent d’avantages 
considérables, notamment de formes importantes 
de puissance de marché, qui leur permettent de 
choisir quelles technologies disponibles doivent 
être adoptées, et comment les utiliser.

Plus fondamentalement, les nouvelles entreprises 
désireuses de proposer de meilleurs produits et 
services ont généralement besoin de nouvelles 
technologies, telles que des outils numériques 
conférant davantage d’efficacité aux employés, et 
leur permettant de créer de meilleurs services sur 
mesure pour la clientèle. Or, les investissements 
dans l’IA faisant primer l’automatisation sur tout 
le reste, ces types d’outils ne sont tout 
simplement jamais créés.

L’ère ChatGPT sera également défavorable à ceux qui 
investissent dans les sociétés cotées en bourse. Ces 
sociétés pourraient améliorer les services qu’elles 
proposent aux consommateurs, en investissant dans de 
nouvelles technologies pour rendre leurs effectifs plus 
productifs et leur permettre d’accomplir de nouvelles 
tâches, ainsi qu’en fournissant de multiples formations 
afin d’élever les compétences de leurs employés. Or, 
elles ne le font pas. De nombreux dirigeants d’entreprise 
demeurent obsédés par une stratégie dont nous 
comprendrons demain le caractère autodestructeur : 
réduction de l’emploi au minimum, et maintien des 
salaires aussi bas que possible. Ces dirigeants procèdent 
à ces coupes parce qu’ils appliquent ce que leur 
conseillent les jeunes cerveaux (analystes, consultants, 
professeurs de finance et autres cadres), et parce que 
Wall Street juge leurs performances par rapport à celles 
d’autres entreprises qui réduisent elles aussi leur main-
d’œuvre au strict minimum.

L’IA est également vouée à amplifier les effets sociaux 
délétères de l’investissement privé. D’immenses 
fortunes se sont déjà constituées via l’achat de sociétés, 
l’endettement de ces sociétés dans le cadre de leur 
privatisation, puis l’évidement de leur main-d’œuvre – 
le tout en parallèle du versement de généreux 
dividendes à leurs nouveaux propriétaires. Désormais, 
ChatGPT et les autres technologies d’IA permettront 
encore plus facilement de pressurer les travailleurs 
autant que possible, via la surveillance sur le lieu 
professionnel, le resserrement des conditions de travail, 
les contrats zéro heure, etc.

Ces tendances s’accompagnent d’implications 
redoutables pour le pouvoir d’achat des Américains – 
moteur de l’économie des États-Unis. Pour autant, 
comme nous l’expliquons dans notre ouvrage à paraître 
intitulé Power and Progress: Our Thousand-Year Struggle 
Over Technology and Prosperity, un ralentissement de ce 
moteur économique n’est pas inéluctable. Par le passé, 
l’apparition de nouvelles machines et avancées 
technologiques a en effet entraîné des conséquences 
très différentes.

Il y a plus d’un siècle, Henry Ford révolutionne la 
production automobile en investissant massivement 
dans de nouvelles machines électriques, ainsi que dans 
une ligne d’assemblage plus efficace. Certes, ces 
nouvelles technologies instaurent alors un certain degré 
d’automatisation, les sources d’électricité centralisées 
permettant aux machines d’effectuer davantage de 
tâches avec une plus grande efficience. Pour autant, la 
réorganisation de l’usine, qui accompagnera cette 
électrification, créera également de nouvelles tâches 
pour les travailleurs, et plusieurs milliers de nouveaux 
emplois davantage rémunérés, le tout favorisant une 
prospérité partagée. Ford sera ainsi pionnier dans la 
démonstration selon laquelle la création de technologies 
complémentaires à l’être humain se révèle positive pour 
les entreprises.

Aujourd’hui, l’IA offre l’opportunité d’avancer dans 
cette même direction positive. Les outils numériques 
basés sur l’IA peuvent être utilisés pour aider les 
infirmiers, enseignants et représentants de service 
clients à comprendre une situation, ainsi qu’à 
déterminer comment améliorer les résultats pour les 
patients, les élèves et les consommateurs. La puissance 
prédictive des algorithmes peut être exploitée pour 
soutenir les êtres humains, plutôt que pour les 
remplacer. Si les IA sont utilisées pour formuler des 
recommandations à prendre en considération par les 
individus, alors la capacité à user judicieusement de ces 
recommandations sera reconnue comme une 
compétence humaine précieuse. D’autres applications 
d’IA peuvent faciliter une meilleure répartition des 
travailleurs aux différentes tâches, voire créer des 
marchés entièrement nouveaux (songez aux applications 
Airbnb ou ridershare).

Malheureusement, ces opportunités sont aujourd’hui 
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L
iberia has abundant natural resources. For 
many years the country was among the 
largest producers of iron ore in Africa, and in 

2020, Liberia [1] exported $322M in Iron Ore [2], 
spurred by growth in demand for metals in Europe and 
Asia making Liberia the 19th largest exporter of Iron 
Ore [2] in the world. The main destinations of Iron Ore 
[2] exports from Liberia [1] are France [3] ($114M), 
Germany [4]($67.4M), China [5] ($56.2M), Poland [6] 
($43.7M), and Spain [7] ($16M). There are many 
foreign Iron Ore mining companies operating in the 
country, with the largest including ArcelorMittal, the 
world's leading steel and mining company, a British-
Indian company, Vedanta Resources PLC, 
Hummingbird Resources, etc– yet gain little tax 
revenue from the extraction of its

resources, leading to lost opportunities to invest in 
public services such as education, health, 
agriculture, and roads which are essential in tackling 
poverty.

Western Cluster Liberia, a subsidiary of 
Vedanta Resources PLC, requested the 
government of Liberia to cancel its $23.5 
million debt it

incurred more than 12 years ago due to 
the cessation of operations in 2011 due to 
certain circumstances after acquiring 
western cluster iron ore deposits mines 
from Elenilto.  According to the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) [8] 
signed on April 12, 2022, a staggering sum 
of US$23.5 million debt owed the Liberian 
treasury by West Cluster Limited was 
canceled by the George Weah-led 
administration without legislative 
approval with speculations mounting of 
public bribery to cancel the company’s 
debt.

One might think that Vedanta Vedanta 
Resources Plc (Western Cluster Limited) 
hardly needs to engage in asking the Liberian 
government for the cancellation of the $23.5 million 
debt, given that it has been granted such generous 
fiscal terms by the Liberian government. The western 
cluster concession agreement negotiated with 
Vedanta by the Liberian government in 2011 gave it a 
4.5 % royalty rate along with the ability to offset 
capital expenditures against tax and carry forward 
losses. These generous tax terms mean that Vedanta 
will pay very little corporate income tax, as noted 
above. Vedanta Resources Plc in Zambia

Vedanta Resources Plc manages three copper 
mines in Zambia, notably Konkola Copper Mines, 
Zambia’s largest and one of the largest

high-grade copper ore mines in the world. Vedanta 
[9] and specifically the Konkola operation has long 
been the target of international

campaigns over the company’s environmental and 
labor impacts, and the generous tax terms under 
which it operates.

In 2011, protesters at the Zambian High 
Commission in London called on Vedanta to pay a fine 
of $2 million [10] served by the Zambian courts in 
compensation for people poisoned by water pollution 
near the Konkola mine. At the same time, 400 non-
unionized Konkola workers protested against their 
unfair pay and lack of contracts at labor offices in 
Kitwe, Zambia.

War on Want has accused [11] Vedanta of dodging 
taxes in Zambia through transfer mispricing [12]. This 
is when related companies or divisions trade with 
each other at prices that aren’t market-related, to 
avoid being liable for tax. Vedanta has 29 subsidiaries 

operating in the “secrecy jurisdictions” of Mauritius, the 
Netherlands, the British Virgin Islands, Jersey, and Cyprus 
according to their annual report. [13]  Zambia’s tax regime [14] 
allows the company to pay less tax when it spends money on 
physical assets or makes losses, the same thing Liberia is doing. 
It paid [11] only US$11,111 against profits of US$221 million in 
2011-2012.

In May 2014, a video [15] posted on the internet caused 
further controversy for Vedanta showing Anil Agarwal, 
Vedanta’s founder and

chairman, mocking the Zambian government for selling 
Konkola mine for the knock-down price of $25 million; the 
mine’s asking price at the time was $400 million. The video also 
shows Anil Agarwal [16] said that the mine brings in profits of 
$500 million a year, a figure that does not exactly square with 
Vedanta’s annual report stating that the company made a loss 
of $6.3 million in the year ending March 2013. The country loses 
[11] about US$3 billion a year in tax revenues, a sum equivalent 
[11] to an eighth (12.5%) of its current annual GDP [17]. Liberia 
Tax Incentive

Liberia’s current tax incentive regime remains one of the 
most generous in the region but this generosity has not 
translated into the

creation of decent employment opportunities for our 
people. Tax incentives given by the government to companies, 
especially in the

mining sector, are another cause of Liberia’s lost revenues. 
The Librarians government offers an array of tax incentives to 
domestic and foreign companies. Companies investing 
US$500,000 and above, may apply to the government for 
incentives In addition, all companies investing over $10 million 
are automatically incentivized through a concession; thus all 
mining companies have been given special tax deals.

An example of a non-mining company that appears to 
benefit from tax incentives is Farmington hotel, one of the 
largest hotel businesses in Liberia. Details of the tax incentives 
given to Farmington Hotel, owned by Lebanese businessman 
George E. Abijaoudi are public, and not available, but 
according to the National National Investment Commission 
Chairman under Ellen Johnson-led administration, George 
Wisner, [18] the Government of Liberia awarded 15 years tax 
holidays to the Management of the Farmington Hotel in the 30-
year lease agreement with the Liberian government.

In 2019, Hummingbird signed a 25-year Mineral 
Development Agreement (MDA) with the Government of 
Liberia. Under the terms of the MDA, the royalty rate on gold 
production was 3%, the income tax rate payable was 25% (with 
credit given for historic exploration expenditures), the fuel 
duty was reduced by 50%, and the Government of Liberia is 
granted a free carried interest of 10% in the project.

In June 2020, Hummingbird Resources PLC [19] entered into 
an earn-in agreement with Pasofino Gold Ltd, a Canadian-based 
mineral exploration company listed on the TSX-V (TSXV: VEIN), 

for up to 49% stake in the Project upon the completion of 
a defined exploration program and completion of a 
feasibility study. After the feasibility study, Pasofino 
Gold Limited [20] acquired a 49% Earned Interest in the 
Dugbe Project from Hummingbird Resources PLC. On 
September 27, 2022. In layman's terms, it is a legal 
agreement made. between a mineral rights holder and a 
second party, which allows that party to earn an interest 
in the. mineral property in exchange for certain benefits 
granted to the license holder. On November 1, 2022, 
Pasofino Gold Limited [20] exercised its option to 
consolidate ownership in the Dugbe Gold Project by 
converting Hummingbird's 51% ownership of the Project 
to become the owner of 100% of the Dugbe Gold Project 
in the name of consolidation without mining gold.

The last decade has seen rising inequality and 
continuing poor public services in Liberia. In Liberia, the 
scale of unmet basic needs is

enormous. It is estimated [21] 64% of the population 
in Liberia – one of the world’s poorest countries – live 

below the poverty line and
1.3 million of those live in extreme 

poverty according to the World Food 
Programme (WFP). About 16% of families 
[21] are without food or unable to eat a 
balanced diet regularly. In the 2022 Global 
Hunger Index [22], Liberia ranks 113th out 
of 121 countries [22] with a score of 32.4, 
Liberia has a level of hunger that is serious.

The revenue lost is a truly enormous 
sum in a country where 30 percent of 
children between 6-59 months are 
undernourished and 16% of children [23] 
are physically not in school. A country 
where its infrastructure deficit is causing 
the country to US$17 million annually due 
to inefficiencies, mainly because of the 
absence of road user charges and 
underpricing of power according to the 
Africa  Infrastructure Country Diagnostic 
(AICD) country report [24].

That is why we are glad the Liberian Senate is 
outraged after the Ministers of Justice, Mines, and 
Energy, Finance and Development

Planning, and the Chairman of the National 
Investment Commission failed to explain why the 
Western Cluster's US$23.5 debt was canceled without 
legislative approval. The cancellation was illegal. 
According to Article 34 d (i) ”all revenue bills, whether 
subsidies, charges, imports,duties or taxes, and other 
financial bills, shall originate in the House of 
Representatives, but the Senate may propose or concur 
with amendments as on other bills.”

The illegal loss of $23.5 million to government 
revenue by the Weah-led administration could have 
increased our agriculture sector budget to 3.2% of our 
budget. In 2022, the agriculture sector was allotted 
U$7.3 million (0.9% of the budget). It is also equivalent 
to nearly twice Liberia’s combined spending on John F 
Kennedy Hospital, Jackson F Doe Hospital, Phebe 
Hospital, Bomi Community, Bomi County Health System, 
Grand Cape Health System, Gbarpolu Health system, 
etc.

Liberia, one of the poorest countries in the world, is 
hemorrhaging wealth that could support vital public 
services and anti-poverty

programs, as a result of a lack of equitable tax 
policies. Translating Liberia’s natural wealth into 
revenues for the Liberian people

requires equitable tax policies to ensure the 
government receives a fair proportion of the earnings 
from mining and other resources. I rest my case

Article       Article
Extracting Iron Ore: Liberia Lost $23.5 million 

Through Illegal Debt Cancellation
By S.Karweaye
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C
itizens of Buuo Yao, 
electoral district#5, 
home of Senator 

Prince Yormie Johnson, 
joined huge number of 
Nimbaians on Saturday, 4th 
February at the ruling 
Coalition’s One Million 
Citizens’ Rally held in 
Sanniquellie, to endorse 
President George Weah for 

second term.
Speaking in Sanniqullie, 

Nimba County over the 
weekend, Zoe-Geh district 
statutory superintendent 
Rev. Zephaniah D. Gban, said 
the decision of the people of  
Buu Yao to support the re-
election of President Weah is 
based on current roads 
construction in various parts 
of the district.According to 
Rev. Gbah, citizens of the 
district had suffered for very 
long from frequent car 
accidents due to lack of 
paved roads.He said the CDC-
government has brought 

great relief to the suffering 
citizens by connecting the 
district with roads.

The Zoe-Geh statutory 
superintendent made the 
statement in Sanniqullie after 
he along with other citizens 
travelled from the district to 
Sanniquellie to form part of the 
endorsement of President 
Weah’s 2nd term bid.

Super in tendent  Gbah  
disclosed that the people of 

Buu Yao recently met and 
agreed unanimously for the re-
election of President Weah, 
noting that they would not be 
ungrateful to the President 
whose administration has 
brought relief to them.

The decision by the Buu Yao 
people to support Weah’s re-
election is a stab in the back 
for Senator Prince Y. Johnson, 
who recently withdrew support 
from the President for allged 
failure to fulfill campaign 
promises to the people of 
Nimba.   

PYJ has been calling on 
Nimbaians not to support 

President Weah’s re-election 
on grounds that the people of 
Nimba voted for the CDC-
government, but they have not 
benefited employment as was 
promised.

According to the Nimba 
senator, whose Movement for 
Democracy and Reconstruction 
(MDR) party overwhelmingly 
campaigned for Mr. Weah in 
Nimba during the 2017 
e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  W e a h  
administration has brought 
untold sufferings to Liberians, 
rather than impacting their 
lives, coupled with insecurity 
that has led to mysterious 
deaths across the country.

The endorsement ceremony 
in Sanniquellie was attended 
by thousands of Nimbaians, 
including ex-generals, who 
told reporters that they will 
not allow themselves to be 
fooled by any individual, who 
only seeks support for himself 
other than the county.

Ex-general Peter G. Paye, 
Representatives Joseph Nyan 
S onwayb i  o f  e l e c t o r a l  
district#3, Prince Tokpah of 
district# 2 and Johnson 
Gwaikolo of distr ict#9, 
respectively joined the crowd 
in pledging support to 
President Weah to allow him to 
continue his development 
programs across the country.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  
Liberians are currently 
benefiting from various 
ongoing road construction 
works, including peace and 
u n i t y . R e c e i v i n g  t h e  
endorsement in Nimba, CDC 
Secretary General Jefferson 
Koijee thanked Nimbaians for 
always standing in support of 
President Weah.Koijee then 
urged the people of Nimba to 
continue supporting the Weah 
admin i s t ra t ion ,  a s  the  
government will continue to 
support the county. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

T
he Government of 
Liberia (GOL) seems to 
be keeping a tight-lip 

on drug traffickers invading the 
country, especially in the wake 
of fresh discovery of another 
consignment of unprocessed 
cocaine worth US$40 million at 
the Freeport of Monrovia. 

The latest catch occurred on 
Monday, January 30, 2023, by 
officers of the Liberia Drug 
Enforcement Agency (LDEA) 
a f t e r  t i p o f f  b y  a  
w h i s t l e b l o w e r . U p o n  
impoundment of the 179 packs 
of unprocessed hardcore 
narcotics, reports again linked 
with the same TRH Trading 
Corporation, a subsidiary of the 
AJA Group of companies that 
was last year October 2022 
linked to the discovery and 
subsequent confiscation of 
c o c a i n e  v a l u e d  U S $ 1 0 0  
million.As in previous case, the 
latest consignment of drugs was 
concealed in a frozen food 

container at the Freeport of 
Monrovia.

Last week’s arrest and the 
October 2022 discovery brings to 
US$140 million, the worth of 
narcotic substances that have 
been easily transited thru 
Liberia under the Weah 
administration in just three 
months.

Liberians are yet to see full 
prosecution of cartels trading 
these substances and their 
illegal entry here, without a 
proper check.

Questions are in the air about 
security at the nation’s main 
port, given frequent discovery 
of drugs and arms there.

In January, huge cache of 
assorted arms, including 
automatic rifles entered the 
country through the Freeport of 
Monrovia in a forty-foot 
container before it  was 
subsequently confiscated by the 
Police.

TRH Trading Corporation, a 
conglomerate of AJA holdings 
Group, is again entangled as the 
main player in the smuggling of 

the cocaine worth US$40 million to 
Liberia, but yet they remain under 
the protection of the Government 
of Liberia (GOL) without facing 
legal action.A New Dawn’s 
investigation establishes that the 
TRH Trading Corporation is a key 
government partner in terms of 
taxes.

They are on record for 
partnering with the Government of 
Liberia through the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry in 
December 2018 to import several 
thousands bags of Pro-Poor rice 
(25kgs) and other commodities.

This paper also gathered that 
TRH Trading Corporation is the 
alleged owner of container marked 
MNBU4204747 that contained the 
197 packs of cocaine seized out of a 
total of 30 containers brought into 
the country by the corporation.

This is contrary to initial reports 
that there were only 11 packs 
found in the seized container, 
despite its early alert to the Liberia 
Drugs Enforcement Agency (LDEA) 

that enabled the seizure.
Meanwhile, since the seizure of 

the US$40 million cocaine, the 
Government of Liberia (GOL) is yet 
to officially speak on the latest 
catch.Keen observes note that TRH 
Trading Corporation could be 
throwing stones and hiding by 
b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t o  a l e r t  
government.

A TRH statement issued on 
Monday, January 30, 2023, said the 
largest importer of frozen foods in 
Liberia, alerted authorities of the 
Liberia Drug Enforcement Agency 
(LDEA), the Liberia Seaport Police, 
the Liberia Maritime Authority, and 
the Port Facility Security Office in 
Liberia to yet another attempt by 
drug smugglers to bring narcotics 
in the country.

The container seized on Monday 
is marked MNBU4204747 with 
products manufactured by BRF, a 
Brazil Frozen Food company that 
supplies frozen goods to multiple 
countries globally. Investigation 
continues. Editing by Jonathan 
Browne
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has been critical to unlocking 
the sector’s full potential.

According to him, this is 
because good governance 
helps build confidence in the 
Government’s capacity to 
manage its forest assets.

The World Bank Country 
M a n a g e r  f o r  L i b e r i a  
underscores that the most 
important step for Liberia to 
maximize opportunities in 
the forest sector through its 
contribution to climate 
resilience is to actually 
implement actions identified 
f r o m  t h e  f o r u m  a n d  
presented in a clear road 
map.“In this regard, you can 
count on the continued 
support of the World Bank 
G r o u p  a n d  o t h e r  
development partners in 
helping you implement these 
actions. At the same time, we 
hope that the road map will 
include some low hanging 

fruits, some quick wins, that 
can easily be implemented 
even without the support of 
donors. 

He says this will send a clear 
message and signal that Liberia 
is open for business in the area 
of climate finance.

 Mr. Nathara explains that 
the World Bank Group’s mission 
in member countries is to help 
them achieve the twin goals of 
ending extreme poverty and 
boosting shared prosperity. 

He notes that in Liberia, 
these twin goals are very much 
aligned to the Government’s 
pro-poor agenda for prosperity 
and development (PAPD).

To reduce poverty and 
promote shared prosperity he 
says, requires identification of 
all available pathways for 
pove r t y  r educ t i on  and  
p r o m o t i o n  o f  s h a r e d  
prosperity, and what needs to 
b e  d o n e  t o  m a x i m i z e  

opportunities along those 
pathways.

He revealed that across the 
world, the forest sector has 
been identified as one possible 
pathway for helping countries 
reduce poverty and promote 
shared prosperity, adding that 
it is estimated that about 350 
million people who live within 
or close to dense forests 
depend on them for their 
subsistence and income. 

The World Bank Country 
Manager further explains that 
forests are an important aspect 
of rural livelihoods, with rural 
households living near forested 
areas deriving as much as 22 
percent of their income from 
forest sources, quoting the 
World Bank’s Poverty and 
Environment Network (PEN). 

He says this contribution is 
greater than that of wage 
labor, livestock, self-owned 
businesses or any other 
category aside from crops. 
Story by Jonathan Browne
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PYJ’s hometown endorse Weah 
By Thomas Domah/ 
Nimba County

Government tightlipped 
on latest drug bust 

By: Emmanuel wise Jipoh
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World Bank predicts 
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L
iberian authorities 
have split voter 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  

exercises into two phases for 
the 2023 presidential and 
legislative elections because 
the electoral house says it 

lacks  funding.National  
Elections Commission (NEC) 
c h a i r p e r s o n  M a d a m  
Davidetta Browne-Lansanah 
has informed members of the 
House of Representatives of 
the decision."The period for 
Voter Registration will start 
on March 20, 2023, and end 
on May 11, 2023. The Voter 
Registration will be done in 
two phases,” she said. 
According to her, the NEC 

requested US$91 million 
from the Legislature, but 
the commission did not 
get that amount.She said 
this has caused the NEC to 
have limited equipment 
t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  
registration exercise at 

once.
After the first group of 

counties complete their 
reg istrat ion,  Madam 
Browne-Lansanah said the 
equipment will be moved 
to the other counties to 
continue the registration 
process.She said if you 
live in Bomi, Gbarpolu, 
Grand Bassa, Grand Cape 
Mount, Margibi, and 
Montserrado Counties, 

your registration will start on 
March 20, 2023, and end on April 9, 
2023.

For phase two, she said those 
living in Bong, Grand Gedeh, 
Grand Kru, Lofa, Maryland, 
Nimba, River Cess, River Gee, and 
Sinoe Counties, their registration 
will start on April 21, 2023, and 
end on May 11, 2023.

Had the Legislature approved 
the US$91 million as requested, 
Madam Browne-Lansanah said it 
would have helped the NEC to get 
more equipment.With limited 
equipment available, she said the 
NEC will have to move them from 
one place to another to carry out 
the voter registration.Browne- 
Lansanah added that the NEC will 
use a new system called the 
Biometric Voter Registration 
System (BVR).She explained that 
this new system will be used for 
voter registration but will not be 
used for voting."Liberians will 
vote the same way they used to 
[vote]; there will be no changes on 
voting day," she announced.She 
further noted that during the BVR, 
voter ID cards will be given the 
same day people are registered. 

She was asked by Montserrado 
County Electoral District #2 
Representative Jimmy Smith if 
there will be Liberia Immigration 
Service (LIS) officers at the voter 
registration centers.In response, 
Madam Browne-Lansanah said LIS 
will not be a part.
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-Due to lack of funding

By Bridgett Milton

NEC Boss Davidetta Browne-Lansanah
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