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R
USHINGA, ZIMBABWE 
— While others in her 
Zimbabwean village 

agonize over a maize crop 
seemingly headed for failure, 
Jestina Nyamukunguvengu 
picks up a hoe and slices 
through the soil of her fields 

that are lush green with a pearl 
millet crop in the African 
country 's  ar id Rushinga 
district.

"These crops don't get 
affected by drought, they are 
quick to flower, and that's the 
only way we can beat the 
drought," the 59-year old said, 
smiling broadly. Millets, 
including sorghum, now take 
up over two hectares of her 
land — a patch where maize 
was once the crop of choice.

F a r m e r s  l i k e  

Nyamukunguvengu in  the 
developing world are on the front 
lines of a project proposed by 
India that has led the U.N.'s Food 
and Agricultural Organization to 
christen 2023 as "The Year of 
Millets," an effort to revive a 
hardy and healthy crop that has 

been cultivated for millennia — 
but was largely elbowed aside by 
European colonists who favored 
corn, wheat and other grains.

The designation is timely: Last 
year, drought swept across much 
of eastern Africa; war between 
Russia and Ukraine upended 
supplies and raised the prices of 
foodstuffs and fertilizer from 
Europe's breadbasket; worries 
surged about environmental 
fallout of cross-globe shipments 
of farm products; many chefs and 
consumers are looking to 

diversify diets at a time of 
excessively standardized fare.

All that has given a new 
impetus to locally-grown and 
alternative grains and other 
staples like millets.

Millets come in multiple 
varieties, such as finger millet, 
fonio, sorghum, and teff, 
which is used in the spongy 
injera bread familiar to fans of 
Ethiopian cuisine. Proponents 
t ou t  m i l l e t s  f o r  t he i r  
healthiness — they can be rich 
in proteins, potassium, and 
vitamin B — and most varieties 
are gluten-free. And they're 
versatile: useful in everything 
from bread, cereal and 
couscous to pudding and even 
beer.

Over centuries, millets have 
been cultivated around the 
world — in places like Japan, 
Europe, the Americas and 
A u s t r a l i a  —  b u t  t h e i r  
epicenters have traditionally 
been India, China, and sub-
Saharan Africa, said Fen Beed, 
team leader at FAO for rural 
a n d  u r b a n  c r o p  a n d  
mechanization systems.

Many countries realized 
they "should go back and look 
at what's indigenous to their 
agricultural heritage and what 
could be revisited as a 
potential substitute for what 
would otherwise be imported 
— which is at risk when we had 
the likes of pandemic, or when 
we have the likes of conflict," 
said Beed. VOA

G
hana international 
s o c c e r  p l a y e r  
Christian Atsu is 

missing after the earthquake 
in Turkey, his club and agent 
said Thursday, following 
earlier reports he was rescued 
from the rubble of a collapsed 
building and taken to a 
hospital.

Atsu's well-being and 
whereabouts were unknown. 
Aydin Toksoz, the deputy head 
of Hatayspor soccer club, told 
Turkey's state-run Anadolu 
Agency news service that club 
sporting director Taner Savut 
was also missing after the 
massive earthquake that 
struck southern Turkey and 
Syria and has now killed more 
than 19,000 people, with that 
number expected to rise.

The 31-year-old Atsu, who 
previously played for English 
clubs Chelsea and Newcastle, 
signed for Hatayspor late last 
year. The club is based in the 
southern city of Antakya, near 
t he  ep i cen te r  o f  t he  
earthquake that struck in the 
early hours of Monday and 
devastated the region. Atsu 
and Savut were believed to 
have been in buildings that 
collapsed, the club had said.

Nana Sechere, the agent 
for Atsu, said in messages to 
The Associated Press that he 
traveled to Turkey to try to 
find Atsu but the player "is yet 
to be found."

Hatayspor and the Ghana soccer 
association announced on Tuesday 
that Atsu was rescued from a ruined 
building on Monday night and taken 
to a medical facility for treatment.

Toksoz said Hatayspor was now 
"not  able  to  conf i rm th is  
information."

"We have not been able to reach 
Atsu or Taner Savut," Toksoz told 
the Anadolu Agency.

Ghana's ambassador to Turkey 
said she was also searching for Atsu. 
Francisca Ahsitey-Odunton told 
Ghanaian radio she was given a list 
of 200 hospitals or medical facilities 
that Atsu could have been sent to if 
he was rescued and she had also 
been unable to confirm where the 
player was.

She said she hoped he was in one 
of those hospitals and his location 
hadn't been confirmed "in all the 

confusion, which is understandable 
under the circumstances."

Antakya is one of the cities 
hardest hit by the 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake, which has destroyed 
thousands of buildings in Turkey 
alone and sent more than 110,000 
rescue personnel scrambling to find 
survivors trapped under wreckage. 
More than 63,000 people have been 
injured in Turkey.

Atsu scored late in injury time to 
give Hatayspor a 1-0 win over 
Istanblul-based Kasimpaşa S.K. in 
the Turkish league on Sunday, 
earning him praise from his new 
club hours before the earthquake 
struck. VOA

he Nigerian military 

Thas denied a claim by 
the governing party 

that it is planning to disrupt 
the upcoming presidential 
election.

An official from the APC 
party had said that generals 
had last week held a secret 
meeting with the rival PDP 
presidential candidate Atiku 
Abubakar.

The allegations are "wicked" 
and "malicious", the army 
statement said.

The race to become the 
next president of Africa's most 
populous country is too close to 
call.

The three top contenders in 
the 25 February elections are: 
Bola Tinubu from the governing 
All Progressives Congress, 
Atiku Abubakar from the 
Peoples Democratic Party and 
Peter Obi from the Labour 
Party.

The army said that it was 
professional and "loyal to the 
constitution" and would never 

be part of a plot to overthrow the 
civilian authorities.

"The Armed Forces of Nigeria 
will never be part of any ignoble 
plot to truncate our hard-earned 
d e m o c r a c y, "  s a i d  t h e  
spokesperson for Nigeria's 
Defence Headquarters Brigadier 
General Tukur Gusau.

The government and the main 
political parties have not 

responded to the army's 
statement.

The military takeover claim 
has largely been ignored by 
the public - many people are 
focussed on more pressing 
worries such as insecurity, fuel 
scarcity and a shortage of new 
banknotes, which has added to 
the country's economic crisis. 
BBC
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Maria Chagwena, a millet farmer, holds a plate with
millet grains outside her house in Zimbabwe

Christian Atsu, then playing for Newcastle United, arrivesChristian Atsu, then playing for Newcastle United, arrives
before a match at St. James' Park, Newcastle, Britainbefore a match at St. James' Park, Newcastle, Britain

Christian Atsu, then playing for Newcastle United, arrives
before a match at St. James' Park, Newcastle, Britain

The army said it would never be
part of a plot against democracy

Nigeria election 2023: Nigeria military
denies coup plot claim ahead of poll

UN Eyes Revival of Millets as
Global Grain Uncertainty Grows

Ghana Soccer Player Atsu's Well-being,
Whereabouts Unknown After Earthquake
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SPECULATIONS HAVE saturated the air both at home and abroad 
about ongoing frantic efforts in the opposition bloc to revise the 
disintegrated Collaborating Political Parties (CPP) ahead of 
elections in October.

DISCUSSIONS ARE reportedly being engineered by interested 
parties and individuals to bring the two key opposition leaders – 
Mr. Alexander B. Cummings of the CPP/Alternative National 
Congress and former Vice President Joseph Nyumah Boakai of the 
Unity Party to the table along with like-minded people in the 
opposition to forge a common front against incumbent President 
George Manneh Weah.

IF IT is correct, we hope that this time around, all sides will come 
to the roundtable in good fate with clear mind and intension. In 
fact, it would be dangerous, very dangerous with barely eight 
months to election to have judases coming in the midst of well-
intentioned people under the pretense of forging a common goal 
when they have ulterior motive.

THERE ARE some people in the opposition who were responsible 
for the collapse of the CPP. They are still around and should 
watched with eagle eyes, as this latest effort begins to salvage a 
united opposition front. For they will be more than treacherous 
in having their motives achieved, especially when the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic Change is willing to go the extra mile in 
keeping the opposition fragmented and weakling, as we go to the 
polls.

WE RECALL the Ganta Declaration that saw the likes of Senator 
Prince Yormie Johnson, businessman Benoni W. Urey, Alexander 
B. Cummings, Joseph Nyumah Boakai and the late Cllr. Charles 
Walker Brumskine, among others coming together against Mr. 
Weah and his CDC in 2017. But the marriage fell apart even 
before the first round of polling.

THE OPPOSITION should not take the current bad blood between 
Senator Prince Yormie Johnson and President George Weah as 
liberty, for the man PYJ is not a catfish in water. He is slippery 
and difficult to pin down. In other words, he is highly 
unpredictable and unreliably. He let the CDC down in 2011 before 
finally lending his support to President Weah in 2017. 

WHATEVER TALKS are being initiated behind the scene right now 
are not strange. They had been there before and were 
successful, evidenced by results from the December 8, 2021 
Special senatorial Election that left the governing CDC with a 
bloody nose, including losing Montserrado County, once its 
stronghold, to the opposition. 

WE ARE encouraged by the latest effort to reunite the 
opposition, for it is good to do so that the electorate may have a 
better opportunity to choose leaders that would represent their 
interests.

REDUCING THE number of presidential candidates and political 
parties makes out democracy stronger and competitive than the 
other way around. We urge key actors to bury their egos and 
place Liberia first above all other interests in these discussions.

IF THE CPP can be truly revised and strengthened before the 
start of voter’s registration and official start of campaign, we 
strongly believe the goal of making President Weah a one-term 
President would have been accomplished half-way to polling day.  

News from the grapevine
COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

AMBRIDGE – Nearly two years into the 

Ccurrent bout of inflation, the concept 
of “transitory inflation” is making a 

comeback as the COVID-related supply 
shocks dissipate. This comes at a time when 
it is critically important to keep an open 
mind about the trajectory of inflation, 
including by avoiding an over-simplified 
transitory narrative that risks obfuscating 
the real issues facing the US economy.

“Transitory” is a comforting notion 
suggesting a short-lived, reversible 
phenomenon. Critically, the concept 
assumes away the need to adjust behaviors. 
After all, if an inflation scare is only 
temporary, the best way to deal with it is 
simply to wait it out (or, to use a policy and 
market term, “look through it”). That is 
why this narrative is particularly 
dangerous. By encouraging complacency 
and inertia, it could exacerbate an already 
serious problem and make it harder to 
solve.

The US Federal Reserve’s initial response to 
rising inflation is a case in point. In 2021, 
the world’s most powerful and influential 
central bank rushed to characterize higher 
inflation as transitory. It doubled down on 
this approach even after the data went 
against it, refusing to pivot for too long.

 The Fed’s repeated mischaracterization 
delayed crucial policy responses at a time 
when the persistence of inflation was 
starting to influence corporate price-
setting and workers’ wage demands. As a 
result, the Fed not only lost credibility but 
also inflicted unnecessary pain on millions 
of American households, particularly the 
most vulnerable segments of the 
population.

While a few economists have never given up 
on the transitory inflation thesis, the vast 
majority already realized last year that it 
was a regrettable analytical and policy 
error. That makes the current re-
emergence of this narrative even more 
perplexing.

A recent article in Politico noted that 
“There is also at least some reason to 
believe that [the economists and 
policymakers] who assured [Americans] 
that inflation would be transitory, including 
Fed Chair Jerome Powell, might have been 
kind-of-sort-of right, though the transitory 
period was just longer and uglier than 
expected.”

This is unfortunate. Not only does it force a 
time dimension on an inherently behavioral 
concept, but it also ignores the fact that 
the Fed’s initially fumbled response forced 
it into one of the most aggressive, front-
loaded series of interest-rate hikes ever, 
including four consecutive 75-basis-point 
increases. Moreover, while US inflation has 
been slowing, it is dangerous to suggest 
that the problem is behind us.

Looking ahead to the rest of the year and 
early 2024, three possibilities stand out for 
me. The first is orderly disinflation, also 

known by crit ics as “immaculate 
disinflation.” In this scenario, inflation 
continues to come down steadily toward the 
Fed’s 2% target without damaging US 
economic growth and jobs. The dynamics 
involve primarily a labor market that avoids 
excessive wage increases while continuing 
to anchor strong economic activity. Given 
what else is going on in the economy, I would 
put the probability of this scenario at 25%.

The second scenario is one in which inflation 
becomes sticky. The inflation rate continues 
to decrease but then gets stuck at 3-4% over 
the second half of this year as goods prices 
stop declining and services inflation persists. 
This would force the Fed to choose between 
crushing the economy to get inflation down 
to its 2% target, adjusting the target rate to 
make it more consistent with changing 
supply conditions, or waiting to see whether 
the US can live with stable 3-4% inflation. I 
do not know what the Fed would choose in 
such a case, but I would put the probability 
of such sticky inflation at 50%, so I hope it has 
given this scenario some thought.

Lastly, there is the possibility of what we can 
label “U inflation”: prices head back up late 
this year and into 2024, as a fully-recovered 
Chinese economy and the strong US labor 
market simultaneously drive persistent 
services inflation and higher goods prices. I 
would put the probability of this outcome at 
25%.

This is not just about multiple scenarios with 
no single one dominating. It is also about 
probabilities that must be viewed with 
caution. Former US Secretary of the Treasury 
Lawrence H. Summers captured well the 
prevailing mood among many economists: 
“It’s as difficult an economy to read as I can 
remember,” he recently said.

This sense of uncertainty is evident in the 
short-term outlook for economic activity, 
prices, and monetary policy, as well as long-
term structural shifts like the clean-energy 
transition, the rewiring of global supply 
chains, and the changing nature of 
globalization. Heightened geopolitical 
tensions also play a role.

Whatever happens, the worst thing we can 
do is fall back into complacency. Powell, 
after championing “transitory inflation” for 
too long, is now warning against it. “There 
has been an expectation that [inflation] will 
go away quickly and painlessly and I don’t 
think that’s at all guaranteed,” he said 
recently. “The base case, for me, is that it 
will take some time. And we will have to do 
more rate increases…”

Simplistic economic narratives, especially 
comforting ones that entice those looking 
for shortcuts, often mislead much more than 
enlighten. This was the case with the 
transitory inflation narrative that, while 
discredited in 2021-22, is now reemerging. It 
is also the case with those who are predicting 
with a high degree of confidence a US 
recession (I am not in that camp), only to 
dismiss it as “short and shallow” in order to 
regain their economic comfort zone.

There Is More Inflation Complexity Ahead

By Mohamed A. El-Erian
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ELBOURNE – Last month, Jacinda Ardern, New Zealand’s 42-year-old 

Mprime minister, resigned her office, despite the support of a solid 
parliamentary majority and no challenge to her leadership from within 

her party. New Zealanders have to go back only six years to find a precedent. In 
2016, John Key surprised everyone when, at the age of 55, he made way for his 
deputy to take over.

A year ago, Ashleigh Barty became the first Australian to win the Australian 
Open in 44 years. She was 25 years old and the top-ranked women’s tennis 
player in the world for more than 100 weeks. Two months later, she announced 
her retirement. Likewise, Björn Borg, the Swedish tennis champion, retired in 
1983 at the age of 26, and Anthony Kim, a rising star of golf, was also 26 when he 
stopped playing competitively.

Why do they do it? Borg and Barty have given similar reasons. At first, Borg said, 
he had enjoyed playing and achieving the goals he set for himself. By the time 
he retired, however, the fun had gone out of playing tennis at that level. 
“Basically, over the years, I was practicing, playing my matches, eating, and 
sleeping,” he said. “But there’s other things besides those four things.”

Barty announced her retirement in a video conversation with her friend and 
former doubles partner, Casey Dellacqua. Tennis, she said, “has given me all of 
my dreams, plus more, but I know that the time is right, now, for me to step 
away and chase other dreams, and to put the rackets down.” Her happiness, 
she continued, had ceased to depend on her results on the tennis court, and she 
no longer had the physical drive or the emotional desire to continue to 
challenge herself at the very top level. “It’s important that I get to enjoy the 
next phase of my life as Ash Barty the person, not as Ash Barty the athlete.”

In announcing her resignation, Ardern expressed similar feelings. It had been, 
she said, “the most fulfilling five and a half years” of her life. But “I know what 
this job takes,” she added, “and I know that I no longer have enough in the tank 
to do it justice. It’s that simple.”

Getting to the highest level of a worthwhile activity is an exciting challenge, 
and overcoming challenges can be enjoyable; but staying at the top as long as 
one can is a different matter. As Borg said, there are other things in life than 
tennis, and that is true of life in politics as well.

The Harvard Study of Adult Development has tracked the lives of some of its 
research subjects for more than 80 years, seeking answers to what makes them 
happy and healthy. Some of its results have just been released in The Good Life, 
by Robert Waldinger and Marc Schulz. Although any one-word answer to such 
questions is bound to be an oversimplification, the authors nevertheless are 
prepared to say that the key to both health and happiness is good relationships.

Almost everyone who retires says that they want to spend more time with their 
family. Sometimes, of course, that is just a cover for less honorable reasons for 
quitting; but in the case of Ardern and Barty, it was probably an important 
factor. Ardern was just the second prime minister – after Pakistan’s Benazir 
Bhutto – to give birth while in office. She has occasionally shared moments with 
her child on social media, but she will now be able to spend more time with her 
daughter, and her partner, who has been a stay-at-home dad. For Barty, the 
desire to become a mother may have played a role, for she is now pregnant with 
her first child.

Social norms are changing our ideas about a good life. We are paying more 
attention to work-life balance than we used to do, and rightly so. We are far 
more open than we used to be about mental health – footballers now 
acknowledge facing mental-health issues, something that previously would 
have been considered humiliating. More people are recognizing that career 
success is not to be equated with living a good life. We should also ask what our 
career is doing for the world. Perhaps there are better things we could be doing. 
The website 80,000 hours has some suggestions.

Not everyone can choose to change the course of their life. Some face limited 
employment opportunities, with few options if they are to continue to feed and 
house themselves and their dependents. Political leaders may be reluctant to 
leave office because they believe they can do more good than those who will 
replace them.

When that belief is well-founded, rather than a form of self-deception fueled 
by the addictive nature of power, as it often is, staying in office may be what 
they should do. The rest of us, however, have choices, and we should frequently 
be asking ourselves if we are living the best life we can – both for ourselves and 
others.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

Quitting While on Top
By Peter Singer
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Last week, an official of the Liberia Drug Enforcement Agency (LDEA) linked the 
recent US37 million worth of cocaine discovered in a TRH Trading Corporation 
consigned container at the country’s main port to an unknown Kenyan trafficker-
interesting.

Though investigation into this latest bust is still ongoing, but the Government through 
the LDEA has moved swiftly to clear TRH Trading Corporation of any link to the drug 
syndicate just as it did during the US100 million drug bust even before the suspects 
could be arrested, though the cocaine was found in its container.

On October 1, last year, cocaine worth US100 million were found in TRH Trading 
Corporation rented warehouse off the Japanese Freeway near Tonpoe Village in 
Gardnerville.

But before the suspects could even be rendered up and charged, Justice Minister Cllr. 
Musa Dean hailed TRH, a subsidiary of Abijoudi \AJA Group as the whistleblower, while 
naming three foreign nationals as suspects.

The repeated discoveries of cocaine in TRH/AJA Group consigned containers and 
government’s immediate clearance of the company describing the owners as 
whistleblowers seems to beg more questions than answers. 

One tends to wonder whether this immediate clearance of TRH has to do with the 
special business relationship it has with the Coalition for Democratic Change (CDC) 
Government-the special tax privileges. 

For the record, TRH/AJA has been clearing its consignments from the port without 
going through inspection like majority of the businesses here do.

They just use invoices and bills of landing. This loose way of clearing their containers 
from the port, many believe may have motivated the drug to be imported by or 
through them.

The government, thru the Liberia Revenue Authority, have publicly defended here 
that disparity in inspecting contents of containers brought at the Freeport of Monrovia 
that allowed TRH Trading Corporation loaded cocaine containers to leave the port 
without any check is part of its Post Clearance Audit program. 

The Post Clearance Audit Program, according to the LRA, is a universal trade 
facilitation tool in customs that allows relatively compliant importers access to 
expeditious clearance subject to review subsequently.

No wonder TRH is the only company here which containers have been targeted to be 
used to transport cocaine here.

From the last two busts, the argument appears to be true because TRH/AJA Group is 
the only importer whose consignment has often been loaded with contraband 
substance and yet the government keeps treating the Lebanese conglomerate as 
whistleblowers.

When you look at the inconsistency in TRH/AJA Group initial explanation during the 
first bust on October 1, 2022, it gives more room for questioning rather than 
considering them as mere whistleblowers.

But this is a special privilege company, whose containers are not subjected to physical 
inspection.

Now, by ignoring or avoiding physical inspection by all parties-both the government 
operatives at the port and TRH/AJA simply because they enjoy certain loose and 
unregulated privileges speaks volumes and questions the urgent exoneration of TRH 
in these busts.

Any reasonable person would understand that such practice puts TRH/AJA right in the 
middle of these drug busts. In any civilized jurisdiction, TRH/AJA Group would be 
treated as a prime suspect and accomplice.

But Our Government will have you believe that TRH/AJA Group are the victim, helping 
the alleged suspects and accomplice to now be considered “the drug whistleblower”.

By all accounts, reasons provided by the government in granting business privileges to 
TRH Trading Corporation in whose warehouse and containers cocaine valued 
combined total of US137 million ihave been found is difficult to digest.

Liberians may never get to know how many containers brought into the country with 
contrabands have passed unchecked at the Freeport of Monrovia to their concealed or 
unknown destinations at the detriment of the State.

The fact that warning by Global Maritime Tracking Solution that tracks shipments 
across the world that the container with the US100 million cocaine be subjected to 
physical inspection was ignored, says a lot about the depth of complacency authorities 
in the country display.

ON 2ND THOUGHTS
with Othello B. Garblah

Why only TRH containers being
use by drug traffickers? 
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 PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

 
(PSA).

 

30 January 2023
 

The National Elections Commission of Liberia is seeking applications from qualified and 
interested Liberians to work as Biometric Voter Registr ation staff for the 20 March – 11 
May 2023 voter registration exercise.

 

The categories of applicants are:

 1.

 

Voter Registration Supervisors 

 
2.

 

Voter Registrars

 
3.

 

Computer Technicians 

 
4.

 

Clerks 

 All applicants must be Liberian citizens currently residing within Liberia, 18

 

years and 
above for all of the categories; must be computer literate;

 

must have experience working
with digital devices such as cameras, smart phones,

 

tablets, etc.

 
Applicants must have a university degree, or be a college graduate or a trained 
professional, depending on the category of position.

 

Additionally, applicants must have

 

proper identification such as

 

a previous voter ID card 
or other genuine identification cards.

 

Applicants must also have an active Mobile Money/Orange Money number

 

fully 
registered in his/her name. A

 

second party number will not be allowed.

 

Application must be done online

 

at jobs.necliberia.org.

 

Applicants can access the application link (jobs.necliberia.org) on the National Elections 
Commission’s Website -

 

www.necliberia.org

 

or visit the NEC Liberia Facebook page.

Qualified females

 

are encouraged to apply.

 

Online applications start on January 30, 2023 and end on February 6, 2023.

NOTE: Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted for further screening.

Signed: _______________________
Director of Human Resource/NEC.

leadership they have manifested in 
making our Armed Forces a "Force for 
Good," he continued. 

He said the diligence and dedication 
in transforming the military have earned 
the defense authorities credibility and 
respectability both at home and abroad. 

In the same vein, he thanked Major 

General Prince C. Johnson, III, Chief of 
Staff of the Armed Forces of Liberia, for 
his outstanding leadership and sense of 
discipline and direction that has 
engendered the confidence of the 
Liberian people. 

President Weah also thanked and 
appreciated all members of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia for their discipline, 
dedication to duty, and commitment to 
the responsibility of protecting 
territorial integrity.

He also thanked them for the gallantry 
exhibited in executing their missions and 

tasks wherever they are deployed.
President Weah said despite the 

challenges in the growth process, 
they shall continue to make 
favorable policies to support the 
Armed Forces to grow in strength 
and might.

He stated that they will continue 

to look into the future with new hope 
and aspirations as they expand their 
efforts, adding that they understand 
that there will be challenges in the 
performance of their duties. 

"However, we ask all Liberians to 
continuously see the Armed Forces 
as a true representation of the 
Liberian people," said President 
Weah.

"Equally, our dear soldiers must 
remain the “People's Soldiers” as 
they perform their duties in like 
manner."

Starts from back page

Protect the border
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POSITIONS: 1.  Executive Chairperson/Chief Executive (1 person)

2.  Executive Vice Chairperson (1 person)

3.  Commissioners (5 persons)

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Thursday, February 9, 2023

 

  

  

This Vacancy Announcement is for all

 

the above positions at the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission 
(LACC).

 

A. Introduction:

 

The Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC) is the agency of government that is leading the fight against 
corruption in Liberia. The Commission was established in 2008, through an Act of the Legislature. Among others, 
LACC has the mandate to prevent corruption as well as investigate and prosecute all corruption related cases and 
offences. In July 2022, the 2008 Law creating the Commission was amended and restated, thus creating a new Liberia 
Anti-Corruption Commission to be managed by a seven-member board

 

of commissioners, instead of the five (5) 
provided for in the 2008 Act. More broadly, LACC works with state and non-state actors to champion the fight 
against corruption in Liberia so that public resources are judiciously allocated and managed in ways that serve the 
best interest of the general public.

 
 

Pursuant to Chapter 6.10 of the Amended LACC Act, recently, the President of the Republic of Liberia, His 
Excellency George M. Weah, Sr.

 

constituted an Ad-hoc Committee for the pre-selection of candidates for seven (7) 
commissioner positions at the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC).

 

B.

 

Update:

 
 

In line with its mandate, the Committee

 

commenced work and began

 

seeking applications for the positions of 
Executive

 

Chairperson (1 person); Executive Vice Chairperson (1 person) and Commissioners (5 persons). However, 
due to a petition filed with the Honorable Supreme Court, the Committee’s work was temporarily stayed. Now that 
the Honorable Supreme Court has ruled denying the petition, the Committee has resumed its work, and in the spirit 
of inclusiveness, is giving

 

other

 

qualified Liberians the chance to participate in the process for fourteen (14) days 
from Friday, February 10, 2023 –

 

Thursday, February 23, 2023.

  
 

The Committee

 

is

 

seeking applications for the

 

following positions

 

as described below:

 

1. EXECUTIVE CHAIRPERSON/CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (1 Position):

(a) Core Mandate of the Executive Chairperson:

 
 

Pursuant to Part 8 of the July 2022 amended LACC Act, the Executive Chairperson shall head the administration 
and management of the Commission, providing overall leadership and oversight in ensuring proper functioning 
of the institution. He/she will work with other Commissioners, the Secretariat of the Commission, other staffs, 
consultants, and external partners to ensure that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft 
institution in Liberia. This entails implementing appropriate measures and undertaking programs aimed at 
investigating, prosecuting, combating, and preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about 
the ills of corruption and the benefits of eradication. He/she shall also improve the integrity, transparency, and 
credibility of the LACC.

 
 

  
 

 

Ad-hoc Committee for the Recruitment of

Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission 

(LACC) Commissioners 
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(b) Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Executive Chairperson:

In providing overall direction and leadership for the LACC, in line with the Amended LACC Act, the specific 
responsibilities of the Executive Chairperson of the LACC shall be:

 

1.

 

Serve as the Chief Executive Officer and spokesperson of the Commission, and be responsible, along with 
other commissioners, acting as a body, for the implementation of approved policies and programs of the 
Commission;

 

2.

 

Control, supervise, and direct the administrative operation of the Commission;
3.

 

Preside over all meetings of both the Commission and the Management Team of the Commission;
4.

 

For the purposes of carrying out the functions of his/her office, have the powers to act, contract, and sign 
instruments and documents for the Commission and may, with the approval of the other commissioners 
acting as a body, delegate such power to other officers;

 

5.

 

Perform any other assignment(s)/function(s) for and on behalf of the institution, prescribed by law or as may 
be necessary.

 
 

(c)

 

Required Qualifications:

 

Education

 

-

 

A Law Degree from an accredited university (locally and internationally), including any advanced 
certification(s) in the legal profession.

 
 

Experience

 

-

 

The applicant must be a Lawyer with not less than 5 years of active experience as a trial lawyer or 
judge. Additionally, other relevant experience in the legal and other related professions will be highly desirable.

2.

 

EXECUTIVE VICE CHAIRPERSON (1 person)

 

(a)

 

Core Mandate of the Executive Vice Chairperson:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the 2022 amended LACC Act, the Vice Executive Chairperson shall assist the 
Executive Chairperson to be the administrative and technical head of the LACC, providing overall leadership 
and oversight in ensuring proper functioning of the institution. He/she will aid the Chairperson in working with 
other Commissioners, the Secretariat of the Commission, other staffs, consultants, and external partners to ensure 
that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft institution in Liberia. This entails implementing 
and undertaking appropriate measures and programs aimed at investigating, prosecuting, combating, and 
preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about the ills of corruption and the benefits of 
eradication.

 

(b)

 

Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Executive Vice Chairperson:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the New LACC Act, in addition to being the principal deputy to the Executive 
Chairperson of the Commission, the Executive Vice Chairperson shall be directly responsible for the Department 
of Education and Prevention. The specific responsibilities of the Executive Vice Chairperson shall be:

1.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Education and Prevention of the Commission;
2.

 

Assist the Executive Chairperson to provide overall leadership for the institution;
3.

 

Act as acting Executive Chairperson, in the absence of the Executive Chairperson;
4.

 

Without limiting the generality of his

 

power and authority, as head of the Department of Education and 
Prevention, be responsible to undertake research into the causes, manifestation and dimensions of corruption 
in Liberia; 

 

5.

 

Advise on approaches, program and practices needed to be adopted by the Government of Liberia, private 
and public institutions, organizations and entities to prevent and combat corruption; 

6.

 

Design and implement programs aimed at educating and sensitizing the public about the menace of 
corruption and its debilitating effect on the social fabric of Liberia and the economy of Liberia and what 
should be done to prevent and combat corruption;

 

7.

 

Perform any other assignment(s) for and on behalf of the institution, as may be required by law and or 
directed/prescribed by the Executive

 

Chairperson.
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Education

 

-

 

A Degree in Accounting or other relevant qualification from an accredited university or higher 
institution of learning (locally or internationally). He/she shall be a certified member of the Liberia Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants or the equivalent membership from recognized international body.

Experience

 

-

 

A professional Auditor or Accountant with not less than 5-year professional experience as a 
Forensic Auditor or an Accountant .

 

3.

 

COMMISSIONERS (5 persons)

 

(a)

 

Core Mandate of the Commissioners:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the July 2022 amended LACC Act, there shall be five (5) Commissioners, in addition 
to the other

 

two (who shall serve as Executive Chairperson and Vice Executive Chairperson). Acting as a body, 
along with the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, the five Commissioners will make and implement policies for 
smooth running of the institution.  Three of the five Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the 
Department of Monitoring and Investigation of the Commission, while the other two (2) Commissioners shall 
be jointly responsible for the Department of Prosecution of the Commission.  Together, they shall assist the 
Executive Chairperson and Executive Vice Chairperson in working with the Secretariat, other staffs, and external 
partners to ensure that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft institution in Liberia. This 
entails implementing appropriate measures and programs aimed at investigating, prosecuting, combating, and 
preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about the ills of corruption and the benefits of 
eradication.

 

(b)

 

Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Commissioners:

Three of the five Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the Department of Monitoring and Investigation 
of the Commission, while the other

 

two (2) Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the Department of 
Prosecution of the Commission.  The specific responsibilities of the five Commissioners shall be to:

Department of Monitoring and Investigation (3 Commissioners):

 

1.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Monitoring and Investigation;
2.

 

monitor all suspicious acts of corruption and for investigating acts of corruption to determine whether there 
is probable cause that any

 

person or organization or entity is engaged in acts of corruption;
3.

 

File reports of its monitoring activities and investigations to the Executive Chairperson and the Department 
of Prosecution;

 

Department of Prosecution (2 Commissioners)

 

4.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Prosecution;
5.

 

Evaluate the investigative reports from the Department of Monitoring and Investigation to determine 
whether the evidence produced by the reports present probable cause that the person(s), organization(s) 
and/or entity(ies), who/which were subject of the monitoring/investigation were engaged in acts of 
corruption;

6. Prosecute such person(s), organization(s) and entity(ies) whenever a determination is made that any act of 
corruption has been committed. Provided that the Department of Prosecution shall present its findings in a 
report to the entire Board of Commissioners, which shall make a decision thereon by a majority vote of all 
commissioners, including the Executive Chairperson as a member of the majority, and in the absence or 
incapacity of the Executive Chairperson, the Vice Executive Chairperson;

7. Perform any other tasks for and on behalf of the Commission, prescribed by law or as may be assigned or 
determined by the Chairperson/leadership of the Commission.

(c) Required Qualifications:

Education - The applicant must have an undergraduate or graduate degree(s) from an accredited university or 
higher institution of learning (locally or internationally). This includes any qualification and professional 
certification as well as professional experience in one or more of the followings fields: law, law enforcement, 
criminal justice, accounting, internal control, compliance, and transparency and access to information. 

4

 

Experience  -  Interested Applicants must have minimum  five years professional experience as a lawyer, anti-
corruption professional, accountant, auditor, criminal justice professional, or in any other related 
professions/fields.

 

Also, where necessary, applicants for these positions must be members in good standing with 
their respective professional bodies/societies such as the Liberia National Bar Association (LNBA), Liberian 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (LICPA), among others.

 

Experience in advocacy for integrity and good 
governance, prevention and combating of corruption and its related social menace will be desirable, but not 
necessary.

 
 

C.

 

Additional Requirements, Core Skills and Competencies:

 
 

Each applicant for the above-mentioned positions

 

of the LACC must be a Liberian citizen of minimum thirty (30) 
years of age and with good moral character.

 

He/she must have the following core skills and competencies:

 

✓

 

Computer literacy, especially in Microsoft Office Suite

 

✓

 

Be knowledgeable about the use of key Accounting Software and Packages (applicable to Vice Chairperson)
✓

 

Proficiency in written and spoken English

 

✓

 

Proven strong analytical skills, excellent team building and interpersonal skills 
✓

 

Integrity and high moral standards, respect for gender, diversity, and inclusion
✓

 

Result-based planning, management, and leadership

 

✓

 

Developing, empowering, and getting the best out of others

 

✓

 

Effective and efficient management of performance and resources

 
 

D.

 

Salary and benefits: shall be in line with government-approved salary and benefits for said or similar 
position(s).

 
 

E.

 

Application Requirements:

 
 

1.

 

A cover letter detailing applicant’s interest in the position.

  

2.

 

Maximum two-page statement on the applicant’s vision for the position and institution.
3.

 

At least one copy of all relevant degree(s) and professional certification(s).
4.

 

Curriculum Vitae with all relevant information and details, including at least three references, their contacts, 
and contact

 

authorization.

 

5.

 

A letter of permission to request attestation from the university(ies) or any higher learning institution from 
which candidate graduated.

 

6.

 

Copy of a passport, national ID card and police clearance.

 
  

F.

 

Application Procedure: 

 
 

All applications must be submitted ONLINE ONLY to the adhoc committee for pre-selecting LACC 
Commissioners via the following email address: adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com.  The cover letter and 
subject of the email shall clearly state the position for which the applicant is applying. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

APPLICANTS WHO PREVIOUSLY APPLY TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS:
adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com DO NOT HAVE TO REAPPLY EXCEPT FOR SUBMITTING 
OTHER RELEVANT DOCUMENTS AS THEIR APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AND 
REVIEWED. HOWEVER, APPLICANTS WHO PREVIOUSLY APPLY TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS 
adhoccommittee2022@gmail.com HAVE TO REAPPLY OR FORWARD THEIR INITIAL APPLICATION 
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS: adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com FOR CONSIDERATION.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023 @ Midnight.

NOTE: FEMALE CANDIDATES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.
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L
a plupart des jeunes 
interrogés par ce 
journal disent qu'ils 

voteront pour le président 
sortant George Manneh Weah 

qui brigue un second mandat 
à la tête de l’Etat du Libéria. 
Ces jeunes voteront pour la 
première fois.

Certaines des raisons qu'ils 
ont citées incluent les projets 
rout iers  entrepr i s  par  
l'administration Weah, le 
paiement des frais de 
candidature aux examens de 
fin de cycle, en particulier 
pour les élèves des écoles 
publiques, et les efforts en 
faveur de l'électricité.

Ce journal a procédé à un 
échantillonnage aléatoire des 
opinions des jeunes jeudi 9 février 
2023 pour déterminer qui pourrait 
être leur candidat préféré à 

l’élection présidentielle de 2023.
M. Weah et sa Coalition pour le 

changement démocratique (CDC) 
brigueront un second mandat de 
six ans en octobre lors des 
élections présidentielles et 
législatives.

P lus ieurs  d i r i geants  de  
l'opposition, dont l'ancien vice-
président libérien Joseph Nyumah 
Boakai et l’opposant Alexander B. 
Cummings, veulent également 
briguer le fauteuil présidentiel, la 
plus haute fonction du pays. Mais 

le clivage politique qui persiste 
parmi les dirigeants de 
l'opposition semble pousser les 
nouveaux électeurs potentiels 
vers M. Weah, quoique 
quelques-uns d’entre eux aient 
promis de voter pour Joseph 
Boakaï.

Certains observateurs 
politiques pensent que la 
tendance que prend la 
p o l i t i q u e  l i b é r i e n n e ,  
principalement parmi les 
jeunes, pourrait être la 
frustration de ceux dont les 
espoirs ont été anéantis par la 
lutte interne persistante des 
dirigeants de l'opposition.

Pour connaître l'opinion des 
nouveaux électeurs, ce journal 
s'est rendu à Clara Town, Vai 
Town, Bye-Pass à Monrovia et 
King Grey à Paynesville.

Dans une interview, Robert 
Kuoh, 18 ans, un habitant du 
quartier Clara Town sur l'île de 
Bushrod, a déclaré qu'il 
voterait pour le président 
Weah parce qu’il a apporté des 
changements.

Selon Kuoh, le président 
Weah a changé les uniformes 
scolaires du système scolaire 
consolidé de Monrovia (MCSS) 
et il a également achevé des 
projets routiers qui ont 
commencé sous le régime de 
l'ancienne présidente Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf.

C’est aussi le cas pour 
Losine V. Kamara, un garçon de 

e sénateur Steve 

LZargo de Lofa appelle 
les Forces armées du 

Libéria (AFL) à mesurer 
l’importance du rôle qu’elles 
ont à jouer pour que les 
élections présidentielle et 
législatives d'octobre 2023 se 
déroulent dans le plus grand 
calme possible.

« La plus grande tâche que 
vous avez actuellement est 
de veiller à ce que cette 
élection se déroule de 
manière pacifique », a 
déclaré Zargo lors d'un 
symposium organisé par 
l'armée libérienne dans le 
cadre des activités relatives à 
la célébration de la fête des 
forces armées le 11 février 
2023.

Président du comité 
sénatorial de la défense, de 
l a  s é c u r i t é  e t  d u  
renseignement et des anciens 
combattants, le Sénateur 
Zargo a dit que l'armée est 
tenue d’intervenir si les 
autres corps de première 
ligne sont débordés.

Prononçant le discours 
d ' o u v e r t u r e  d u  6 6 e  
symposium de la fête des 
forces armées à l'hôtel de 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

ville de Monrovia, Zargo a expliqué 
que bien que l’armée ne soit pas en 
ligne de front dans le processus 
électoral, elle demeure un acteur 
clé.

« Si les premières forces sont 
débordées, l'armée sera sollicitée. 
Et je suis sûr que vous ne vous 
croiserez pas les bras », a-t-il dit.

Le sénateur opposant a insisté 
sur la nécessité de la promotion de 
la paix, la quiétude et la 
démocratie pour lesquelles les 
Libériens ont payé le prix.

« Collectivement, les Libériens 
se sont battus, et ensemble, ils 

doivent promouvoir la paix. 
Nous avons lutté pour cette 
démocratie, nous avons 
engagé nos partenaires  
in ternat ionaux.  I l s  ont  
consacré leur temps et investi 
leurs ressources dans la 
démocratie libérienne. Nous 
sommes membre du bloc 
r é g i o n a l  C E D E A O  
(Communauté économique des 
États de l'Afrique de l'Ouest) », 
a-t-il déclaré.

«  I l  f a u t  q u e  n o u s  
travaillions tous pour que nous 
maintenions cette paix », a-t-il 

Les habitants du comté de Margibi risquent d'être radiés d'un 
programme de santé financé par le gouvernement américain 
en raison de la corruption, ceci malgré la désignation de trois 
hauts responsables de l'administration Weah par les États-
Unis l'année dernière pour corruption publique continue.

Un communiqué publié lundi par l'ambassade des États-Unis 
à Monrovia indique que la mission de l'USAID au Libéria 
décidera de conserver Margibi ou non dans le cadre de 
l’accord de gouvernement à gouvernement de l'USAID, au 
terme d’une enquête transparente. Il s’agit de situer les 
responsabilités dans l'utilisation abusive des fonds du 
gouvernement américain.

La déclaration a été rendue publique après qu’un 
enregistrement audio a fait fuite. Dans l’enregistrement en 
question, le Dr Augustine Nyankun, un agent de santé du 
comté de Margibi, Fannieh, et d'autres cadres supérieurs 
discutaient de facturations frauduleuses et de collecte de 
pots-de-vin auprès des fournisseurs dans le cadre du 
programme d'accord de remboursement à montant fixe 
(FARA) parrainé par l'USAID pour le Système de santé de 
Margibi, à hauteur de 801 693 $ US.

Le programme, selon le rapport, prend en charge le coût de 
la mise en œuvre des composantes de l'ensemble essentiel 
de services de santé pour la planification familiale, la santé 
maternelle et infantile et la prévention et le traitement du 
paludisme dans 24 centres de santé du comté.

Bien que le ministère de la Santé ait pris des mesures rapides, 
rappelant les autorités sanitaires du comté liées à la fuite 
audio pour enquête, l'ambassade des États-Unis a dit avoir la 
responsabilité particulière de faire en sorte que l'argent des 
contribuables américains mis à disposition au profit du 
peuple du Libéria, y compris les habitants de Margibi, soit 
utilisé à bon escient.

Il est malheureux et regrettable que les habitants de tout un 
comté souffrent de la malhonnêteté et de la cupidité de 
quelques fonctionnaires, qui voient dans l'argent national et 
étranger une occasion de se remplir les poches au détriment 
de leurs concitoyens.

Le Dr Augustine Nyankun Fannieh et d'autres cadres 
supérieurs ont été entendu parler de facturations 
frauduleuses et de la collecte de pots-de-vin auprès de 
fournisseurs dans le cadre du programme FARA parrainé par 
l'USAID. C’est une honte pour le peuple libérien, qui a besoin 
de tout le soutien d'amis étrangers pour améliorer son état 
de santé.

Les individus qui sont impliqués ne sont pas différents des 
marchands de la mort, car leurs actions non seulement 
sapent le système de santé du Libéria, mais menacent 
carrément la vie de milliers de citoyens de Margibi, qui sont 
les bénéficiaires directs du programme.
Nous nous souvenons clairement comment le ministère de la 
Santé a détourné des millions de dollars en 2022 dans le 
cadre du programme du Fonds mondial pour le paludisme au 
Libéria et a menti en disant qu'une partie des fonds avait été 
dépensée pour des publicités dans les médias, y compris des 
jingles radio pour lesquels il ne pouvait pas fournir de reçus.

Lorsque nous menons nos services publics avec une telle 
malhonnêteté et un mépris flagrant pour les partenaires 
étrangers qui donnent l'argent de leurs contribuables pour 
nous aider à sauver nos malheurs, nous ne nous minons pas 
seulement, mais laissons une très mauvaise empreinte pour 
la génération à venir.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Exploitation des fonds du gouvernement
américain à Margibi
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Les nouveaux électeurs soutiennent
le Président Weah

Les Forces Armées du Liberia ont une tâche plus
importante à accomplir, selon le sénateur Zargo
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18 ans qui vit à Bye-Pass à 
Monrovia. Il a dit qu’il 
voterait pour le président 
Weah. Pour lui, le bilan du 
président Weah est positif car 
il a réduit les frais de 
candidature aux examens de 
fin de cycle secondaire et 
construit des routes.

Mlle Lydia Tommy, une 
jeune fille de 18 ans de la 
communauté King Grey à 
Paynesville, veut également 
voter pour le président Weah 
pour le développement en 
cours dans le pays sous son 
régime. Elle a félicité le 
président Weah pour avoir 
apporté l'électricité et l'eau 

dans le pays.
Jonah Zarbah, 18 ans, de la 

communauté King Grey, dira la 
même chose. Il a juré de voter 
pour le président Weah, parce 
que, pour lui, il a le pays à cœur et 
il se soucie de son peuple. « Le 
président Weah a réalisé certains 
développements tels que les 
routes, l 'électricité et la 
construction d'une aire de jeux 
pour les enfants », a-t-il dit.

Certains parmi eux, une 
minorité, ont par contre promis de 
voter pour l'ancien vice-président 
Boakai. Il s’agit par exemple de 
Satta Manobah, 18 ans, Jabbie 
Ebrassa, 19 ans et de Mohammed 
Talawaley, 18 ans.  

ujourd’hui, on estime à près de 300 000 le nombre 

Ad’enfants prenant part à des conflits à travers le monde. 
Brendan Ross, chargé de la protection de l’enfance au 

Soudan du Sud pour l’Unicef, alerte sur la violation des droits 
de ces jeunes.
RFI : Y a-t-il beaucoup d’enfants soldats au Soudan du Sud ?
Brendan Ross : Au Soudan du Sud, le nombre d’enfants soldats a 
baissé ces cinq dernières années. Selon nos estimations, il y a 
aujourd’hui moins de 100 enfants qui restent encore enrôlés 
dans les forces armées et des groupes armés. Mais la 
problématique actuelle au Soudan, comme dans beaucoup 
d’autres pays, à cause de la grande pauvreté, et à cause de 
décennies de guerre civile, il y a beaucoup de jeunes qui ont 
pris les armes, qui ont été enrôlés dans des gangs, et qui sont 
partie prenante dans différents conflits comme le vol de bétail 
ou des violences communautaires. C’est un des problèmes 
majeurs au Soudan aujourd’hui.
RFI : Pourquoi ces enfants se retrouvent embrigadés dans des 
forces armées ?
BR : Comme c’est le cas dans de nombreux conflits, les jeunes 
n’ont pas beaucoup d’opportunités dans leur vie, ils se battent 
pour leur scolarisation, ils n’ont pas d’alternatives. Ils voient 
les hommes et les garçons plus âgés participer à des conflits. Ils 
ne sont pas allés suffisamment longtemps à l’école. La plupart 

du temps, il n'y a pas de travail. Et 
donc, prendre une arme et 
combattre pour défendre leur 
communauté ou leur village, ou 
pour gagner un peu d’argent en se 
battant pour un homme politique, 
c’est ce qu’ils pensent être la 
meilleure opportunité pour eux. 
Beaucoup d’entre eux ont subi de 
nombreux traumatismes. Ils ont 
perdu leurs repères, leurs parents. 
Il y a donc beaucoup de facteurs 
qui mènent à s’engager. Mais vous 
savez, des garçons de 11-12-13 ans, 
quand ils voient leurs grands frères 
et les hommes en actions, ils les 
suivent.
RFI : Les enfants soldats ont-ils un 
rôle particulier dans les conflits ?
BR : Ils sont des soldats comme les 
autres. Dans certains cas, ils 
combattent en première ligne, 
dans d’autres, ils sont utilisés 
comme espions. Parfois, ils doivent 
remplir d’autres rôles comme 
cuisinier. Il y a plein de différentes 
tâches que les enfants sont forcés 
de faire. Mais les enfants n’ont pas 
leur place dans les forces armées ! 
Les enfants ont besoin qu’on 
garantisse leur droit à l’éducation, 
leur droit d’avoir une enfance, de 
jouer. Donc, cette journée 
internationale nous sert à nous 
réunir pour reconnaitre ce fait : 
chaque enfant contraint à prendre 
les armes voit ses droits violés. 
C’est une violation de leur enfance 
et i l s  vont en garder un 
traumatisme pour le reste de leur 
vie. Nous devons mettre fin à cette 
pratique, c’est à cela que sert 
cette journée.

es représentants de la société 

Dcivile, des forces de défense et 
d e  s é c u r i t é  e t  d e s  

communautés ethniques se sont 
r é u n i s  a u t o u r  d e s  l e a d e r s  
communautaires de la région des 
Hauts-Bassins se sont réunis ce 
samedi à la Maison de la Culture de 
Bobo-Dioulasso.
Ils souhaitent une solution pacifique 
au Burkina Faso et tenaient ce samedi 
une conférence pour exposer les 
problèmes sécuritaires rencontrés 
par les populations, afin de prévenir 
les  r i sques  d’af f rontements  
intercommunautaires.
À travers le territoire se multiplient 
les attaques attribuées à des groupes 
armés. Le chargé de communication 
de la coalit ion des leaders 
communautaires pour la paix, Drissa 
Sangaré, estime qu’une négociation 
est possible.
Le Burkina Faso subit une pression 
informationnelle constante depuis le 
début de l’année 2022 et l’influence 
russe bat son plein sur tous les 
réseaux sociaux. Le groupe de 
recherche international All eyes on 

Wagner publie un rapport décryptant cette mécanique où la 
France est la cible privilégiée de Moscou et du groupe 
Wagner. Entretien avec Adam El Rumi, l’un des auteurs de 
l'enquête.
Cette note de recherche démontre que l’écosystème 
informationnel burkinabè est manipulé avec une forte 
pression informationnelle depuis un an sur les plateformes 
de réseaux sociaux. Plusieurs campagnes inauthentiques et 
orchestrées à destination des utilisateurs des réseaux 
sociaux burkinabè ont pu être identifiées.  La plateforme 
étudiée à ce stade est Facebook alors que WhatsApp, 
messagerie la plus utilisée en Afrique francophone, reste 
l’angle mort de la recherche OSINT en terme de 
désinformation à ce stade. AEOW estime que le plus gros 
volume des actions d’influence ont lieu sur cette 
messagerie.
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Les nouveaux électeurs 

exhorté.
Selon lui, le président est 

le président et l'architecte en 
chef de la politique de 
sécurité nationale du Libéria.

Il a ajouté que le président 
est conseillé par le conseil de 
sécurité nationale, par 
conséquent, il pense qu'il est 
de leur responsabilité de 
s'assurer qu'ils maintiennent 
la paix.

Le sénateur Zargo a profité 
de l’occasion pour dire qu’il 
regrette que le Libéria n’ait 
pas pu se conformer à la 
projection des Nations Unies 
de renforcer sa capacité 
militaire à environ cinq mille 
hommes et femmes.

«  N o u s  s o m m e s  
responsables de toute action 
qui aurait pu nous empêcher 
d'être là. Comment favoriser 
l'engagement des parties 
p r e n a n t e s  p o u r  u n e  
démocratie durable alors que 
la première chose que nous 
aurions dû faire, comme nous 
l'avons convenu, nous ne 
l'avons pas fait »

La chef d'état-major 

adjoint (DCOS) des Forces armées 
du Libéria, le général de brigade 
Geraldine Janet George, a félicité 
le public pour sa participation.

« Je crois que votre présence ici 
aujourd'hui est très importante 
parce que nous sommes tous 
acteurs de la paix en ce qui 
concerne notre pays », a-t-elle 
déclaré.

Elle a exhorté l’auditoire à 
poser les questions nécessaires et 
à  accorder  une attent ion 
particulière au maintien et à la 
protection de la démocratie 
libérienne.

Les forces armées du Libéria 
ont organisé mardi leur 66e 
symposium.

Plusieurs parties prenantes 
internationales et locales et des 
membres du secteur de la sécurité 
ont pris part à la rencontre.

Le symposium a été organisé 
sous le thème : " Promouvoir 
l'engagement efficace des parties 
prenantes pour une démocratie 
durable ".

Il s'est achevé par une table 
ronde sur la démocratie et le 
maintien de la paix et de la 
stabilité au Libéria.

Les Forces Armées du Liberia

Enfants soldats : «Chaque enfant contraint
à prendre les armes voit ses droits violés»

Burkina Faso : les leaders communautaires
veulent pousser les groupes armés au dialogue

L
e Mali a accusé la 
France de violer son 
espace aérien et de 

livrer des armes à des groupes 
armés, la dernière d’un 
barrage d’accusations qui ont 
tendu les relations entre le 
pays d’Afrique de l’Ouest et 
l ’ a n c i e n n e  p u i s s a n c e  
coloniale.

Dans une lettre adressée 
lundi au chef du Conseil de 
sécurité des Nations Unies, le 
ministre malien des Affaires 
étrangères, Abdoulaye Diop, 
a déclaré que son espace 
aérien avait été violé plus de 
50  f o i s  ce t te  année ,  
principalement par des forces 
Français utilisant des drones, 
des hélicoptères militaires et 
des avions de combat.

« Ces violations flagrantes 
de l’espace aérien malien ont 

été utilisées par la France pour 
collecter des informations pour 
des groupes terroristes opérant au 
Sahel et leur larguer des armes et 
des munitions », indique la lettre, 
selon l’agence de presse Reuters.

«  La France n’a évidemment 
jamais soutenu, directement ou 
indirectement, ces groupes 
terroristes, qui restent ses 
ennemis désignés à travers la 
planète », a déclaré l’ambassade 
de Français au Mali sur Twitter.

La France a achevé lundi le 
retrait de ses troupes du Mali, 
mettant fin à une opération de 
neuf ans dans le pays au centre de 
la crise sécuritaire croissante de la 
région du Sahel.

Les autorités de Bamako ont 
déclaré qu’elles avaient des 
preuves que la France avait fourni 
des armes à des groupes armés – 
que Paris a passé une décennie.

Le Mali accuse la France d’envoyer
des armes à des groupes armés
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O
n behalf of the 
Indian Business 
Chamber, Indian 

b u s i n e s s m a n ,  a n d  
philanthropist Mr. Upjit Singh 
Sachdeva (Mr. Jeety) has 
announced a donation of 200 
bags of rice and 50 bags of 

beans for Liberia’s prison 
system.

Announcing the donation 
on Liberia’s Armed Forces Day 
at the Monrovia Central 
Prison (MCP) Saturday, 11 
February 2023, Mr. Jeety told 
prison authorities to send 
some of the rice and beans to 
other prison facilities outside 
Monrovia.

“Today, I, on behalf of 
[ t he ]  I nd i an  Bu s i ne s s  
Chamber for which I am the 
founding chairman ..., am 

announcing that we will 
provide them in the next one 
[to] two days, 200 bags of rice, 
and 50 bags of beans … for the 
whole prison system,” said Mr. 
Jeety.

He said prison facilities 
outside Monrovia should 
receive their share of the 

donation so that they can have 
some nourished meals for some 
time.

“This is a way for [the] 
Indian Business Chamber to 
identify themselves with the 
people of Liberia. And I am 
wishing every one of you happy 
Armed Forces Day,” he said.

In observance of Liberia’s 
Armed Forces Day, Mr. Jeety 
and his team from the Jeety 
Trading Corporation fed the 
prison population at the 
Monrovia Central Prison.

As always, they provided 
home-cooked hot nourished 
meals for the inmates, along 
with water and soft drinks.

Mr. Jeety said the acute 
demand for food at the 
Monrovia Central Prison led the 
team to carry the food there.

He noted that when you are 
held in detention for a crime, 
you cannot move around to 
struggle for food like those who 
have freedom outside.  

As such, Mr. Jeety pleaded 
that for the sake of humanity, 
fellow business people and 
humanitarians should do 
something for those held in 
prisons.

Responding,  Monrov ia  
Central Prison Superintendent 
Col. Varney Lake thanked Mr. 
Jeety and his team for their 
continuous support, especially 
for the donation of rice 
announced on behalf of the 
Indian Business Chambers.

Col. Lake said there are a lot 
o f  cha l l enge s  and  the  
government cannot do it all, 
applauding Mr. Jeety for using 
his resources and mobilizing his 
colleagues to help the prison 
system.

“So, we are very grateful, 
and I think one thing that 
appeases me most is that he’s 
always seeing what he donates 
to the prison being used for the 
right purpose,” said Col. Lake.

He said whatever Mr. Jeety 
donates to the prison system, 
he realizes that it is used for its 
purpose.

more headline news       more headline news 

he Chairperson of 

Tt h e  N a t i o n a l  
E l e c t i o n  

Commission (NEC) Madam 
Davidetta Brown Lansanah on 
Thursday, February 9, 2023, 
ended a one-day information-
sharing meeting on the 
Biometric Voter Registration 
(BVR) and the 2023 General 
Elections with the local 
authorities in Maryland 
County.

Madam Lansanah arrived 
in Maryland County, with 
some high-power delegation 
from the NEC to discuss 
relevant issues relating to the 
voter registration process.

The one-day information 
sharing brought together 
Traditional chiefs and Elders, 
Districts and Superintendent, 
NEC Magistrate,  Jo int  
Securities among other.

Speaking during the day-
long  interact ion,  NEC 
Chairperson assured that the 
Commission is fully prepared 
to conduct the Biometric 
Voter Registration exercise as 
planned.

Madam Lansanah said 
individuals whose nationality 

will be questioned during the 
registration exercise will be 
required to prove their 
citizenship by providing citizen 
I D  c a r d ,  p a s s p o r t  a n d  
recognition by elders of the 

communities in which the 
registration process is taking 
place.

She noted the biometric 
p r o c e s s  w i l l  b e  f a i r,  
transparent, and faster and 
therefore asked citizens to 
c o r p o r a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  
registration process across the 

country.
The NEC boss disclosed that 

the real objective of the BVR is 
to register all Liberians 18 
years and above.

She stressed that the BVR 

process is being categorize into 
t w o  p h a s e s  a n d  t h a t  
emphasizing that the process 
will begin on the 20th of March 
2023 and ends on the 11th of 
May 2023.  

Madam Browne Lansanah 

L
i b e r i a ' s  d e f e n s e  
authorities have sent a 
caveat to all political 

parties, institutions, and actors 
to not dare cross the democratic 
red l ine by perpetrating 
violence.

During Liberia's 66th Armed 
Forces Day celebration Saturday, 
1 1  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  
au tho r i t i e s  pa s s i ona te l y  
appealed that if political actors' 
dreams fall short, they should 
not seek to go beyond the 
collective will of the people by 
perpetrating violence.

Defense Minister Major 
General Daniel Dee Ziankahn 
warned that they will stand by 
the expressed will of the people 
in line with the Constitution of 

Liberia.
He sounded the caveat at the 

Barclay Training Center (BTC) 
Barrack in Monrovia while 
reporting on the state of the 
military to President George 
Manneh Weah and Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces of 
Liberia (AFL).

"Our passionate plea [to] 
political actors, institutions, 
irrespective of their political 
affiliation, will be, don’t dare 
cross that Democratic Red-Line 
beyond the collective will of the 
people if your dreams fall short 
by perpetrating violence," said 
Minister Ziankahn. 

"You can rest assured, we will 
stand by the expressed will of 
the people in line with the 
constitution of Liberia,’’ the 
retired military general warned.

This October, Liberians will go 
to the polls  to vote in 
presidential and legislative 
elections.

Incumbent President Weah 
and several opposition leaders 
including Amb. Joseph Nyumah 
Boakai and Alexander B. 
Cummings will be fighting for the 
nation's highest office. 

As the country draws closer to 

the presidential and legislative 
elections due 10 October 2023, 
Minister Ziankahn assured Liberians 
that the Armed Forces of Liberia 
will remain apolitical.

He admonished every political 
actor, irrespective of their political 
affiliation, to remain peaceful and 
civil during this heated process. 

The Defense Minister also 
encouraged political institutions 
and individuals to pursue their 
dreams of becoming whatever they 
want.

But he reminded them that their 
dreams, ego, and aspirations will 
more often than not, fall short of 
the col lective wil l  of the 
electorate.

Addressing the military, Minister 
Ziankahn encouraged soldiers to 
remain focused on the mission and 
demonstrate supreme gallantry.

He urged AFL officers to remain 
professional by affirming their 
loyalty and services to the State as 
their patriotic obligation and 
constitutional responsibility in 
defending and preserving the 
nation.

"Finally, to the men and women 
in arms, as we honor you today, we 
extend our heartfelt thanks and 
appreciation to you for your loyalty, 
ded icat ion,  sacr i f i ce ,  and  
patriotism in ensuring the safety of 
our nation and its people," said 
Minister Ziankahn.

 He urged them to continue to be 
the standard bearer of the security 
sector and remain a "Force for 
Good.’’ 

The Armed Forces of Liberia on 
Saturday celebrated its 66th Armed 
Forces Day. The Day is celebrated 
every year to remind the country of 
the many sacrifices made by men 
and women in the military.       

The day also presents the 
tangible accomplishments for 
which the nation has remained 
strong among the comity of nations.

It also enlightens the public 
about the challenges the military 
f ace s  when  execu t i ng  i t s  
constitutional duties.

By Lincoln G. Peters 

Sen.Prince Moye

Indian Business Chamber announces 200 bags of rice
–For Liberian prison system

NEC begin BVR Awareness in Maryland County
By Patrick Mensah

CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Defense Minister Major General
Daniel Dee Ziankahn 

‘Don’t dare cross the red line'
–MOD sends caveat ahead of election
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T
he elder council of 
N i m b a  C o u n t y  
appears to have 

ganged up against the man 
regarded as the county’s 
godfather-Prince Y. Johnson 
since his words of war began 
with President George M. 
Weah few weeks ago.

The elder council at a 
press conference on Friday, 
termed as gross disregard 
recent accusation by Senator 
Johnson that President Weah 
and the governing CDC had 
planned to assassinate him.

"We the citizens of Nimba 
County are not in favor and 
we are not part of the 
statement made against 
President Weah by our senior 
Senator Prince Y. Johnson", 
the elder council says.

A d d r e s s i n g  a  n e w s  
conference, the senior 
advisor of the elder council, 
Retired Major General Albert 
Gounkato Zoegwah Paye, aka 
“Zoegwah” said, the attack 
by Senator Johnson is meant 
t o  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  
development of Nimba.

"We the people of Nimba 
County specifically, the elder 
council are embarrassed with 
the allegation meted against 
President Weah; we are 
peaceful people”, he says.

T h e  M o v e m e n t  f o r  
D e m o c r a c y  a n d  
Reconstruction party of 
Senator  Pr ince Yormie 
Johnson a larmed here 
recently that it has received 
intelligence from a “highly 
placed source” of an alleged 
attempt by the ruling 
Coalition government of 
President Weah to assassinate 
the senator, who is also 
founder of the MDR.

A d d r e s s i n g  a  n e w s  
conference in Monrovia on 
Thursday,  February  2,  
a t t e n d e d  b y  s e v e r a l  
executives of the party, 
including Sen. Johnson, Sen. 
Jeremiah Koung, and Vice 
Chairman Mensco Wolloh, the 
party said it has called on the 
international community to 
investigate the alleged threat 
on its leader.

Mr. Wolloh said Sen. Johnson 
is an institutional person, who 
has been advocating for the 
people of Nimba therefore, 
there is no reason why someone 
should go after him.

“We received intelligence 
from highly placed source that 
there is an attempt to 
assassinate Senate Prince Y. 
Johnson”, the MDR Vice 
Chairman revealed. 

But General Paye, a senior 
commander of the disbanded 
National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia (NPFL) rebels of jailed 
ex-President Charles Ghankay 

Taylor, notes that the people of 
Nimba strongly believe that 
Sen. Johnson’s allegation is 
g r o s s  d i s r e g a r d  a n d  
insubordination to President 
Weah, adding that such 
statement doesn't only go to 
the President as an individual, 
but also to the State, and “it's 
against that we thought to 
rebut his statement.”

"We told President Weah 
that we the people of Nimba 
County are prepared to give 
him one round victory in the 
p e n d i n g  O c t o b e r  1 0  
presidential and legislative 
elections."

“I'm a retired soldier, who 
served the Armed Forces of 
Liberia; the problem with the 
senator is that he doesn't 
respect Nimbaians and we are 
fed up with his reckless 
attitude. He can't continue to 
act as if Nimba County is his 
personal property."

According to the ex-rebel 
general, PYJ’s reckless attitude 
began immediately after 
confusion broke up between 
slain President Samuel Kanyon 
Doe and the late General 
Thomas G. Quiwonkpa in the 
80s that eventually led to the 
1989 rebel invasion of the 
country, sending hundreds of 
thousands of Liberians into 
exile, and over 250,000 others 
killed, including women and 
children.

The late General Quiwonkpa 
was Commanding General of 
the Armed Forces of Liberia 
immediately after the military 
coup that toppled President 

William R. Tolbert, Jr. in 1980. 
He was one of the 17 enlisted 
men that led the coup under 
the command of then Master 
Sergeant Samuel Kanyon Doe. 

However, due to excesses 
from Doe, he parted company 
with the Doe regime, but 
returned to the country on 
November 12, 1985 with an 
abortive coup in which he was 
killed.

From there, Doe developed 
mistrust against the people of 
Nimba and started going after 
them in apparent reprisal, 
sending thousands to exile.     

‘Zoegwah’ narrates that 
while in exile, they (Nimbaians) 
established a force that 
returned with a mission to 
liberate their county from Doe 
forces and that was how the 
problem began.

He says upon entering the 
town of Butuo in Nimba, they 
met a herbal ist  named 
Nathan ie l  Kebbeh,  who 
received them and made bullet 
proof charms for them prior to 
their departure for the 
frontline, but PYJ allegedly 
killed the herbalist.

He continues that Sen. 
Johnson went so far again for 
no reason and started killing 
some of his kinsmen, including 
Guopue Kaibea, Nelson Gblair, 
Peter Gblair, Moses Kwayon, 
and Morris Bia, among others.

"All these things has been 
kept from people; we had no 
intention of exposing him 
because we are brothers from 
the same county, but to 
jeopardize our county by 
attacking the President, we are 
fed up."

“I'm senior advisor of the 
elder council of Nimba County 
and if our senator had any 
problem with the President, he 
should have come to us to seek 
advice, but at this crucial time 
when the country is going to 
elections, he’s attacking the 
President. We the people of 
Nimba especially, the elder 
council, we will not allow it.”

According to him, PYJ’s 
accusation against President 
Weah is meant to create chaos 
and put the county in 
con fus ion ,  add ing  tha t  
Nimbaians are civil-minded 
people, who have tasted war 
and don't want it to repeat.

He further notes that 
Senator Johnson is using his 
divisive strategy to confuse the 
people of Nimba, saying “We 
a r e  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  
development across Nimba: 
the roads being constructed by 
this government is something 
that we hold dear to our hearts, 
and we will not sit and watch 
Senator Johnson to halt our 
development.”

He reveals that since his 
election as senator in 2005, 
Sen. Johnson has not gone to 
his hometown for 18 years 
because he is afraid of his 
dealings - the ghost of those 
innocent lives het took will 
haunt him."

L
iberian folk musician 
and retired Professor of 
English, Jones B. Dopoe, 

is battling old age and sickness 
that have left him partially losing 
his speech and memory and 
confined in a wheelchair.

The NEW DAWN recently 
visited the residence of a 
daughter of Prof. Dopoe, Miss 
Benetta Dopoe, in Duazon 
community along the Roberts 
International Airport (RIA) 
highway outside Monrovia and 
spoke with the Professor himself, 
who disclosed that the President 
of Liberia, George Manneh Weah, 
is his biological son.

He said President Weah knows 
him to be his (Mr. Weah’s) father, 
but couldn’t explain why the 
President is not paying him any 
attention even prior to, and 
after he assumed the Presidency.

But the conversation ended 
abruptly after Professor Dopoe 
lost his memory and could not 
recall anything, including his 
speech.   

However, Benetta Dopoe 
narrates that her father has 
about 26 children by many 
women, and was residing with 

one of her stepmothers in Mount 
Barclay but because of lack of 
care, she went for him.

According to her, Prof. Dopoe 
had never told the children that 
President Weah is one of their 
siblings, adding that she’s 
shocked hearing it now while he 
is on sick bed. 

Benetta reveals that her 
father fell sick in 2021 and they 
haven’t taken him to hospital 
because of lack of money, but 
her junior sister, Joyce Dopoe, 
who works at a government-run 
hospital in Bensonville, has been 
providing home medication.

She says there is no support to 
properly take care of their father 
except her brothers and sisters, 
who have been helping her in the 
process.  

Meanwhile, Miss Benetta is 
appealing to the government, 
philanthropists, and humanitarian 
organizations to come to the rescue 
of Prof. Dopoe, noting that her 
father impacted so many people 
educationally, but regrets that he 
did not educate her.

She adds that they now live by 
the grace of God despite her being a 
well-known personality, narrating 
that she was very little but still 
remembers how people knew him.

Benetta expresses sorrow in 
seeing her father lose his memory 
sometimes for two weeks without 
help coming from anywhere despite 
serving society for many years, 
impacting lives.

She notes that since father fell 
sick, no official of government or 
politician has paid him a visit, 
including the University of Liberia 
where he last worked as a lecturer 
or to call and check on his health 
condition.

Besides the University of 
Liberia, this paper gathered that 
Professor Dopoe also lectured at 

Cuttington University in Gbarnga, 
Bong County, Central Liberia.

Apart from his academic career, 
Mr. Dopoe is a famous Liberian folk 
musician, who plied his trade both 
in Liberia and in neighboring Sierra 
Leone, where he played with the 
late king of palm wine guitar music, 
Sooliman Ernest Rogers, aka, ‘S.E. 
Rogie’ that produced the song “My 
Lovely Elizabeth.”

In Liberia, some of his efforts 
include the famous “Sweet, Sweet 
Cassava Leave” and “Mama I want 
to go to school, I tired selling plastic 
bags”, among others. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne 
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Pres. Weah is my biological son
By Naneka A. Hoffman

NEC begin BVR Awareness
Starts from page 10

informed the gathering with 
Traditional Chief and Elders 
d i s t r i c t s  a n d  C o u n t y  
Superintendent, NEC Magistrate, 
Joint Securities among other not 
to be afraid of the Biometric 
Voter Registration (BVR), 
process.

In response, superintendent 

George A. Prowd thanked Madam 
Lansanah, for undertaking such a 
challenging road in the Southeast.

Superintendent Prowd praised 
president Weah's government for 
engaging into the biometric 
process across the country & urged 
citizens to adequately corporate 
when the registration process 
begins.

Nimba elders gang on PYJ 
By Lewis S Teh

Jones B. Dopoe
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P
resident George 
Manneh Weah has 
urged the Armed 

Forces of Liberia (AFL) and 
other security agencies 
across the country to 

strengthen the country's 
border control mechanism.

Addressing the military 
during Liberia's 66th Armed 
Forces Day celebration, 
President Weah urged the 
military and other state 
security forces not to waiver 
to protect the country 
against extremism and the 
consequences of terrorism.

At  the  same t ime,  
President Weah urged the 

AFL and other security 
apparatus to remain 
vigi lant against the 
negative that could affect 
the peace and stability of 
the nation and the people.

"There are unique 
capacities that the AFL 

can bring in supporting 
c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y ,  
pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  ou r  
development efforts as a 
nation," he said.

"First, and foremost, 
we must continue to 
strengthen our border 
control mechanisms, and 
remain vigilant against 
the negatives that could 
affect the peace and 

stability of our nation and people," 
he said.

As Commander-in-Chief of the 
AFL, President Weah said he has 
implicit confidence in the ability 
of the Liberian troops and security 
forces to effectively execute their 
duties. 

He said he has progressively 
monitored the achievements of 
the Armed Forces of Liberia and he 
has no doubt that it is on the right 
path to greatness, both locally and 
in the international community.

According to him, today, the 
Liberian Flag is being carried 
proudly by AFL soldiers in the 
troubled regions of Timbuktu, the 
Republic of Mali, the Republic of 
Sudan, and the Republic of South 
Sudan. 

He noted that other countries 
where Liberian troops are making 
contributions to peacekeeping 
include the Republic of Guinea 
Bissau and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

"These are all very Volatile, 
Uncer ta in ,  Comp lex ,  and  
Ambiguous (VUCA) missions. Our 
hearts go out to them, and we look 
forward to proudly receiving them 
safely back home at the end of 
their missions," said President 
Weah.

"Let me thank Major General 
Daniel Ziankahn (Rtd.), the 
Minister of National Defense, and 
his able team for the excellent 
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