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C
a m e r o o n  i s  
celebrating the 90th 
birthday of President 

Paul Biya, the world's oldest 
h e a d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  
Supporters say they hope he 
will extend his four decades in 
power when the next election 

comes in 2025. Opponents say 
Biya has become authoritarian 
and cite concerns about his 
hea l th .  Young  peop le ,  
especially students, have been 
forced to take part in Biya's 
birthday activities.

This  song,  Rigor,  by 
Cameroon’s legendary artist, 
Jojo Ngalle, blasts through 
speakers at the 5,000-seat 
Multipurpose Sports Complex 
in  Cameroon’s  capita l ,  
Yaoundé.Ngalle says in the 
song that Biya should be 

credited for bringing rigor and 
moralization to Cameroon.

Among the senior state 
functionaries celebrating the 
anniversary is Philemon Yang, 
Cameroon’s immediate past 
prime minister and Biya’s close 
collaborator.Yang says he is 

celebrating an exceptionally 
good leader who has brought 
peace and development to 
Cameroon.

"We are celebrating longevity, 
a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  p o l i t i c a l  
a ch i e vement s ,  e conomic  
achievements, you can imagine 
democratization, that is a big 
achievement.  So we are 
celebrating many things," he 
sa id.  "R igor  i s  with  us,  
moralization is with us and, most 
of all, living together. These are 
psychological achievements 

which can never be reduced to 
nothing. We don't see them, 
they  a re  inv i s ib le  but  
extremely important to 
us."The government says 
public places in towns and 
villages across Cameroon 
hosted activities Monday 
m a r k i n g  B i y a ’ s  9 0 t h  
b i r thday.B iya  has  been 
Cameroon’s president since 
1982. He took over from 
Cameroon’s first president, 
Ahmadou Ahijo. Biya served as 
prime minister for seven years 
before becoming president.

He has won all multiparty 
elections since 1992, although 
opposition parties have always 
complained the elections were 
heavily rigged.

In 2008, he removed term 
limits from the constitution, 
a l l ow ing  h im to  se rve  
indefinitely. His current 
mandate ends in 2025.

D u r i n g  t h e  b i r t h d a y  
celebrations Monday, Biya’s 
ruling Cameroon People's 
Democratic Movement party 
called on the nonagenarian to 
seek another term.If Biya were 
to win the 2025 election, he 
would be 95 when the mandate 
ends in 2030.The government 
says young people came out 
voluntarily to celebrate 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  l o v e  
Biya.However, geography 
teacher Henry Mbiydzenyuy 
s a y s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
instructed secondary school 
and university students to 
attend the celebrations.VOA

S
outh African officials 
h a v e  s e i z e d  a  
superyacht and two 

palatial homes owned by 
Equatorial's Guinea's Vice-
President Teodoro Nguema 
Obiang.A court ordered the 
s e i z u r e s  a f t e r  l o c a l  
businessman Daniel Janse van 
Rensburg won a law suit 
against Obiang for unlawful 
arrest and torture.He has 
demanded compensation of 
about $2.2m (£1.8m).

He says he was unlawfully 
detained in Equatorial Guinea 
for about 500 days after a 
business deal went wrong.

The vice-president, the 
son of the world's longest-
serving ruler, has not yet 
commented on the case.

He and President Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema Mbasogo have 

long been accused of seeing 
oil-rich Equatorial Guinea as 
their personal fiefdom, and of 
abusing its wealth and 
resources.

This is the latest in a string 
of rulings issued against him 
by  court s  a round  the  
world."We attached two 
houses... in Cape Town in a 
formal application two weeks 
ago and the superyacht last 
Tuesday," lawyer Errol Eldson, 
who is representing the 
businessman, told AFP news 
agency.An application to 
auction the assets had been 
filed, he added.

Mr Van Rensburg has waged 
a lengthy legal battle against 
the vice-president in the 
South African courts, and 
published a book last year on 
how a business trip to 
Equatorial Guinea in 2013 
"turned into a journey to the 
depths of hell" following his 
"harrowing incarceration" at 
the notorious Black Beach 
prison Mr Eldson told AFP that 
his client had set up an airline 

in Equatorial Guinea with a local 
politician but he withdrew from the 
venture at the last minute and 
demanded a financial refund.

The dispute led to the politician 
phoning Vice-President Obiang and 
"within 10 minutes" an elite 
security force unit "picked Daniel 
up and threw him into Black Beach 
prison", the lawyer was quoted as 
saying.

Obiang is widely seen as being 
groomed by his father - who has 
been in power for 43 years - to 
succeed him.

Last month, he ordered his half-
brother's arrest over the sale of a 
jet.

His half-brother was alleged to 
have pocketed the proceeds of the 
sale. He has not publ icly 
commented on the allegations.

The vice-president - known for 
his lavish lifestyle - has also had his 

own brushes with the law.
In 2014, US authorities seized a 

$30m mansion in Malibu and other 
assets, included a Ferrari car, 
saying they had been brought with 
the proceeds of corruption.Two 
years later, Swiss prosecutors 
seized 11 luxury cars belonging to 
him. The cars - among them a 
Bugatti, Lamborghinis, Ferraris, 
Bentleys and Rolls Royce - were 
sold at an auction for about $27m.

He was also fined and handed a 
suspended sentence by a French 
court in 2021 for using public 
money to fund a luxurious lifestyle 
in the European nation. He denied 
wrongdoing.In the same year, the 
UK imposed "anti-corruption" 
corruption sanctions on him.

Officials said he had a collection 
of Michael Jackson memorabilia, 
including a $275,000 crystal-
covered glove which the late singer 
had worn on his 1980s Bad tour.The 
UK said the new sanctions targeted 
individuals who had "lined their 
own pockets at the expense of their 
citizens".BBC

“
Some people are 
l o o k i n g  f o r  m y  

trouble. And I came here 
prepared," joked Pastor Uche 
Aigbe on Sunday as he took to 
the pulpit brandishing an 
assault rifle.

Under Nigerian law, it's only 
legal to carry a gun if the 

Inspector General of Police 
grants you a licence.

It's not known whether the 
gun the pastor carried in the 
House on the Rock Church in 
Abuja belonged to him, or if the 
gun was loaded. The church has 
not responded to requests to 
comment.

"Today, there are some 
pastors with gift of divination 
who go about ripping people. 
This is why we should carry 
our  ' guns '  and defend 
ourselves. I will particularly 
be coming very soon for some 
of you sleeping in the church," 
h e  t o l d  t he  l a u gh i n g  

Pastor takes AK-47 to 
the altar in Nigeria

He gave a sermon about defending one's faith

Vice-president's superyacht 
and homes seized

Vice-President Teodoro "Theodorin" Nguema Vice-President Teodoro "Theodorin" Nguema 
Obiang is known for his lavish lifestyleObiang is known for his lavish lifestyle

Vice-President Teodoro "Theodorin" Nguema 
Obiang is known for his lavish lifestyle

Cameroon Hails President’s 90th Birthday, 
Supporters Call for Another Term 

 Cameroon President Paul Biya and first lady Chantal 
Biya arrive at the Olembe Stadium
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SPECULATIONS HAVE saturated the air both at home and abroad 
about ongoing frantic efforts in the opposition bloc to revise the 
disintegrated Collaborating Political Parties (CPP) ahead of 
elections in October.

DISCUSSIONS ARE reportedly being engineered by interested 
parties and individuals to bring the two key opposition leaders – 
Mr. Alexander B. Cummings of the CPP/Alternative National 
Congress and former Vice President Joseph Nyumah Boakai of the 
Unity Party to the table along with like-minded people in the 
opposition to forge a common front against incumbent President 
George Manneh Weah.

IF IT IS CORRECT, we hope that this time around, all sides will 
come to the roundtable in good fate with clear minds and 
intentions. In fact, it would be dangerous, very dangerous with 
barely eight months to election to have judases coming in the 
midst of well-intentioned people under the pretense of forging a 
common goal when they have ulterior motives.

THERE ARE SOME people in the opposition who were responsible 
for the collapse of the CPP. They are still around and should 
watch with eagle eyes, as this latest effort begins to salvage a 
united opposition front. For they will be more than treacherous 
in having their motives achieved, especially when the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic Change is willing to go the extra mile in 
keeping the opposition fragmented and weakling, as we go to the 
polls.

WE RECALL THE Ganta Declaration that saw the likes of Senator 
Prince Yormie Johnson, businessman Benoni W. Urey, Alexander 
B. Cummings, Joseph Nyumah Boakai and the late Cllr. Charles 
Walker Brumskine, among others coming together against Mr. 
Weah and his CDC in 2017. But the marriage fell apart even 
before the first round of polling.

THE OPPOSITION SHOULD not take the current bad blood 
between Senator Prince Yormie Johnson and President George 
Weah as liberty, for the man PYJ is not a catfish in water. He is 
slippery and difficult to pin down. In other words, he is highly 
unpredictable and unreliable. He let the CDC down in 2011 
before finally lending his support to President Weah in 2017.

WHATEVER TALKS ARE being initiated behind the scene right now 
are not strange. They had been there before and were 
successful, evidenced by results from the December 8, 2021, 
Special senatorial Election that left the governing CDC with a 
bloody nose, including losing Montserrado County, once its 
stronghold, to the opposition.

WE ARE ENCOURAGED by the latest effort to reunite the 
opposition, for it is good to do so that the electorate may have a 
better opportunity to choose leaders that would represent their 
interests.

REDUCING THE NUMBER of presidential candidates and political 
parties makes out democracy stronger and more competitive 
than the other way around. We urge key actors to bury their egos 
and place Liberia first above all other interests in these 
discussions.

IF THE CPP CAN be truly revised and strengthened before the 
start of voters’ registration and official start of campaign, we 
strongly believe the goal of making President Weah a one-term 
President would have been accomplished halfway to polling day. 

News from the grapevine
COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 
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EIJING – In March 2022, the Chinese 

Bgovernment set a target of 5-5.5% 
GDP growth for the year. At the time, 

such growth levels appeared perfectly 
attainable. But within a month, the 
Omicron variant had arrived, triggering 
strict lockdowns that, while stemming the 
spread of the coronavirus, caused serious 
damage to the supply and demand sides of 
the economy. China’s growth rate for 2022 
was just 3%. 

 Today, however, things are looking up for 
Ch ina’s  economy.  Fo l lowing  the  
government’s rapid shift away from its 
zero-COVID policy in December – and 
especially since the middle of last month – 
the economy has sprung back to life. This 
renewed vitality was on display during the 
Spring Festival holiday in late January, 
when more than 300 million Chinese hit the 
road, up 23% from last year. 

 There are good reasons to expect 
significantly higher growth in 2023. For 
starters, the headline rate will reflect the 
low base in 2022. Given 4.8% average GDP 
growth in 2019-22, a back-of-the-envelope 
calculation suggests that China should be 
able to achieve GDP growth of around 6% in 
2023. 

 Moreover, China still has ample room for 
expansionary monetary and fiscal policy. In 
the monetary realm, there is space to lower 
both the reserve requirement for banks and 
policy interest rates, such as the seven-day 
reverse repo rate and the medium-term 
lending facility. 

 As for fiscal policy, there are widespread – 
and legitimate – concerns about China’s 
high leverage ratio. But the government’s 
debt-to-GDP ratio remains significantly 
lower than in most advanced economies. 
Add to that China’s faster GDP growth and 
high savings rate, and it is clear that China’s 
fiscal position is much stronger than in most 
developed countries. 

 The question is how to direct the available 
policy support. Given the grim global 
outlook, exports cannot be expected to be 
a major driver of growth this year, despite 
making an important contribution to 
growth in 2022. Consumer demand can 
support growth, if it recovers strongly: in 
2022, final consumption in China 
contributed just 32.8% to GDP growth, 
despite accounting for some 55% of GDP. But 
the likely impact of direct measures to 
stimulate consumer demand remains 
unclear. 

 Where expansionary fiscal policy would be 
useful is in supporting investment. While 
investment’s contribution to GDP growth 
has decreased significantly since 2010, it 
was the main engine of it in 2022. Yes, real-
estate investment declined by 10%. But 
investment in manufacturing and 
infrastructure rose by 9.1% and 9.4%, 
respectively. 

 China’s best hope for the real-estate sector 
in 2023 is that investment stabilizes, while 

manufacturing investment will be decided 
mainly by market forces related to industrial 
and technological development. But 
infrastructure investment merits fiscal 
support. 

 Some economists have argued that China 
a l r e a d y  s u f f e r s  f r o m  e x c e s s i v e  
infrastructure investment, citing massive 
waste and white elephants. But while they 
are right that China has made inefficient 
investments, the country’s infrastructure 
needs have not been met. For example, the 
pandemic highlighted weaknesses in China’s 
public-health infrastructure. More broadly, 
compared to developed countries, China’s 
(per capita) infrastructure gap is huge. So, 
infrastructure investment is still badly 
needed; it simply must be better targeted. 

 Of course, another black swan event like the 
pandemic could thwart China’s aspirations 
for growth in 2023. A more likely impediment 
is an increase in inflation, as has occurred in 
much of the rest of the world. 

 Over the last decade, China’s inflation rate 
has been very low, with the consumer price 
index averaging less than 2%. But the 
pandemic has dealt a major blow to China’s 
production capacity, and repairing supply 
chains and eliminating production 
bottlenecks may take time. As a result, 
supply may not be able to keep up with the 
surge in demand that accompanies 
reopening. The resulting imbalance will 
cause inflation to rise this year, at least for a 
while. 

 Higher inflation will hamper the 
government’s ability to implement 
expansionary fiscal and monetary policy. But 
the policy priority must be to stabilize 
growth, so China may well need to tolerate 
an inflation rate higher than 2-3%. Striking 
the right balance between growth and price 
stability may well prove to be a key 
challenge for China’s government this year. 

 Fiscal and monetary expansion cannot fix 
China’s structural problems. What it can do 
is create space for China to implement the 
comprehensive reform program set forth at 
the 18th National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China in 2012. That program called 
on the government to “encourage, support, 
and guide the development of the non-public 
sector”; “improve the property-rights 
protection system”; establish the basis “for 
the market to play a decisive role in the 
allocation of resources”; “put in place a 
modern market system in which enterprises 
enjoy independent management and fair 
competition”; and “build a law-based and 
service-oriented government.” 

 The government must act fast, given the 
possibility that its space for macroeconomic 
expansion will shrink as CPI inflation rises 
and other potential constraints take hold. If 
China’s leaders make optimal use of fiscal 
and monetary policy, and unswervingly 
pursue reform and opening up, they can 
ensure that 2023 is a very good year. 
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A Good Year for China’s Economy

By Yu Yongding
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DINBURGH – Pakistan’s catastrophic floods last year not only reminded us 

Eof the perils of climate change. They also exposed the fact that tens of 
millions of children are being systematically betrayed. 

 The torrential monsoon rains destroyed as many as 27,000 schools and brought 
students’ education to a halt. Worse, despite diligent efforts by United Nations 
agencies and NGOs, millions of children remain out of school to this day. And 
with millions of young Pakistanis already excluded from access to education 
before last year’s disaster, the Indian subcontinent now has the largest out-of-
school population in the world. 

 The link between climate change, forced displacement, and education has 
never been more glaring. Climate change is increasingly displacing populations 
on a massive scale, with devastating knock-on effects in the form of school 
closures and other interruptions to education. 

 Even though developing countries have contributed very little to climate 
change, it is their children who will suffer the most from it. Almost half of the 
world’s children live in the 33 countries classified as being at “extremely high 
risk” of being severely affected by climate change. Entire generations face the 
threat of being uprooted by floods, droughts, or wildfires, all of which will 
result in a loss of learning and potentially a loss in their lifetime prospects. 

 In 2021, 95% of all internal displacement occurred in countries on the front line 
of climate change. In Somalia, for example, drought and famine-like conditions 
have forced some 2.9 million people from their homes, triggering conflicts over 
access to food, water, and livelihoods, and adding to the critical need for 
psychosocial and mental-health support. Nor is Somalia alone. Millions more 
are being affected in similar ways elsewhere. 

 Official figures tell us that prior to the recent floods in Pakistan, weather-
related events were already affecting ten million children around the world 
each year. But some estimates have painted an even bleaker picture, putting 
the number at nearly 40 million per year. 

 Children displaced because of climate change thus represent a growing share 
of the 222 million crisis-hit boys and girls who require educational support. 
These children are increasingly missing out on a quality education, and thus are 
left without basic literacy or numeracy skills, let alone the additional 
qualifications they will need to enter the workforce. 

 The rapidly worsening education crisis challenges us to develop more 
innovative strategies for ensuring that all children are in school and learning. 
We will need to devise better, more imaginative ways to deliver education to 
people on the move. For example, curricula and other materials should be 
tailored more for a mix of online and in-person delivery, and school buildings 
should be used more efficiently by introducing double shifts. We also should 
encourage more safe-school initiatives like those pioneered in Nigeria after the 
kidnapping of hundreds of schoolgirls. 

 Once proven effective, these creative solutions will then need to be replicated 
and scaled up to support refugees and displaced children everywhere. 

 To that end, we also will need to mobilize sufficient financing for vehicles like 
Education Cannot Wait, the UN’s global fund designed specifically to address 
the link between climate change, forced displacement, and education. ECW 
has successfully rolled out education programs in dozens of crisis-affected 
countries in recent years, and it remains fully committed to addressing “the 
obstacles that have prevented humanitarian and development actors from 
delivering quality education in humanitarian crises.” 

 ECW’s replenishment summit on February 16-17 thus provides a timely 
opportunity not just to help children displaced by climate change and conflict, 
but also to emphasize that progress on the global education agenda is central to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. SDG4 calls on the international 
community to ensure, by 2030, that “all girls and boys complete free, 
equitable, and quality primary and secondary education.” To help reach the 
222 million young people whose learning has been affected by conflicts and 
disasters, ECW aims to raise $1.5 billion for the 2023-26 period – a mere 
rounding error compared to what governments spend on arms and fossil-fuel 
subsidies. 

 To have any hope of achieving SDG4, progress toward returning internally 
displaced and refugee children to school is essential. With millions of children’s 
futures hanging in the balance, we must ensure access to education in 
emergencies and support a global fund that works. 
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URGAON – Recent estimates suggest that the developing world will need $1 

Gtrillion of external climate finance annually by 2025, and $2.4 trillion per 
year by 2030, to meet the goals enshrined in the Paris climate agreement. 

But these targets will not be met unless international financial institutions and 
governments create stronger incentives, paying special attention to three key 
areas. 

 First, the world needs a more robust and consistent international process of price 
discovery for new offerings such as carbon offsets, green hydrogen, direct carbon 
capture, and battery storage. Because price-discovery mechanisms currently vary 
from country to country, the international community must come together to 
establish an overarching framework, which, by enabling offtake (pre-purchase) 
agreements, would help clean-energy manufacturers attract more investment, 
escaping the “chicken-or-egg” scenario in which many currently find themselves. 

 A credible international carbon price is crucial for driving greater investment 
toward clean-energy projects, as well as for gradually reducing – and eventually 
eliminating – fossil-fuel subsidies. Speaking at the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP27) last November, the International Monetary Fund’s managing 
director, Kristalina Georgieva, stressed that the price of carbon should rise to $75 
per ton by 2030 to impel consumers and businesses to change their behavior. 

But in 2021, the global average carbon price was just $3 per ton (though some 
regions have far exceeded that). To get to $75, policymakers will have to work 
closely together at the global level, finding new ways to bring detractors on board. 

 A second important issue is the establishment of multi-sovereign loan guarantees, 
which are needed to strengthen the creditworthiness of clean-energy projects and 
attract more private capital to developing countries. Leveraging this mechanism 
to its full potential will require clearer assessment standards. Equally, boosting the 
sums of climate finance requires better concessional rates to companies and 
entities involved in the shift to clean energy. The IMF and multilateral 
development banks (MDBs) have a significant role to play here, as do national 
banks at the local level. 

 Multi-sovereign guarantees and other climate-finance initiatives should be 
applied across regions and spread throughout the value chain, from the mining of 
minerals and equipment manufacturing to clean-energy generation and 
transportation. Getting to scale will require reforms to multilateral lenders’ 
shareholding arrangements and risk-tolerance standards, as well as faster 
disbursements and greater transparency concerning investment data. 

 Finally, the international community needs to forge a consensus on green-
investment standards. A May 2022 proposal for a “green hydrogen standard” was a 
step in the right direction, but it remains to be seen if it will be approved and 
adopted by all. Even more to the point, the world still needs to agree on emissions-
mitigation standards in areas such as carbon capture and “offsets” – an urgent 
priority that governments should take up at the G20 meetings or COP28 later this 
year. 

 My own country, India, has made huge strides in renewables in recent years, 
becoming the third-largest renewables market in the world. With the government 
having set a target of net-zero emissions by 2070, developments are now moving 
fast. Since COP26 in November 2021, India has introduced a national hydrogen plan 
and established new incentives for electric-vehicle and battery manufacturers. 

 My company, ReNew Power, has been able to scale up its portfolio of clean-energy 
assets to 13 gigawatts, as well as bringing forward its carbon-neutrality target by 
ten years (to 2040). Yet, as it stands, India is still the world’s third-largest emitter 
of greenhouse gases, and much of its clean-energy investment has come from 
domestic sources. As strong as our climate commitments are, developing countries 
like India need external support to shift away from traditional energy sources such 
as coal. 

 COP27 brought a major advance with the last-minute agreement on a “loss and 
damage” fund to support the developing countries that are being hit hardest by 
climate-related disasters. But MBDs and governments can and should be doing 
more to encourage climate investment in developing countries. For their part, 
MDBs need to make greater use of concessional finance, including grants, to 
mobilize investments where the benefits are shared globally. Helping middle-
income countries move away from coal should be a top priority, along with offering 
stronger borrowing terms and de-risking clean-energy investments across the 
developing world. 

 Without a greater impetus from governments and global financial institutions, 
there is a risk that by the time global economic conditions improve, the window for 
achieving net zero by mid-century will have already closed. We must not let that 
happen. 
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The New Front Line of 
the Education Crisis

By Gordon Brown

Smarter Climate Finance 
for the Developing World

By Sumant Sinha
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B
o n g  C o u n t y  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
Esther Walker has 

admitted the receipt of US 
$200,000 from the National 
G o v e r n m e n t  f o r  
d e v e l o p m e n t  
purpose.Superintendent 

Walker told a team of 
journalists that the money is 
intended to complete 
unfinished projects by the 
local leadership of the 
County.Walker narrated that 
the Money was sent to her 
office account as a result of 
the current moratorium 
imposed by the Supreme 
Court of Liberia on the 
County’s account.In early 
2022, the Supreme Court 
placed a moratorium on the 

County's account following a 
complaint from Bong County 
District #3 Representative 
Marvin Cole that little over 
$100,000 got missing from the 
account.

 A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Superintendent, consultations 
for the usage of the 200,000 

United States Dollars along 
with other funding from 
concessioners are ongoing and 
rehabi l itat ion works of 
unfinished projects across the 
C o u n t y  w o u l d  s h o r t l y  
commence.

S h e  n a m e d  t h e  
rehabilitation of clinics, 
midwifery homes and schools 
as some of the projects that 
would greatly benefit from the 
200,000-funding received 
from the government.

 Madam Walker  a lso  
clarified that Bong County is 
nearing completion for the 
setting up of the County 
Council Sitting as mandated by 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
to ensure adherence of the 
2018 Local Government’s Act.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Superintendent, following 
careful observation and 
l e s s o n s  l e a r n t  i n  t h e  
implementation of the LAG in 
the County, Bong County is now 
being used as a perfect 
illustration to rollout Counties’ 
adherence and cooperation in 
the implementation of the 
2 0 1 8  L A G  f r a m e w o r k  
throughout the Country.

"As was mandated, I want to 
let you all know that we are at 
the verge of setting up the the 
County's council that will 
manage projects as clearly 
stated in the LGA" she adds.

In early last year, Justice in 
c h a m b e r  J a m e s s a t t a  
Wolokollie ruled in favor of 
three rights groups after they 
f i led a formal writ of 
prohibition at the Justice 
M in i s t ry  c i t ing  severa l  
i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  
implementation of the 2018 
LAG by the leadership of the 
County.In her ruling, Cllr. 
Wolokollie mandated the 
leadership of the county to 
work with the civil society 
organizations to setup the 
County Council, a decision the 
Superintendent thinks has 
yielded significant results.

more headline news       more headline news 

ac lepea ,  N imba  

SCounty – Workers of 
C h i n e s e  r o a d  

construction company, CICO, 
which is currently paving the 
Ganta-Saclepea corridor 
have staged a go-slow in 
demand of US$13 million 
allegedly the owed the 
company by the Government 
of Liberia.

Out of the 39 Km stretch 
of roads being constructed 
by the company under the 
Ganta-Saclepea corridor 
project, only 10kms of road 
h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  
reportedly due to lack of 
fund.

 A company source told 
t h e  N E W  D AW N  t h a t  
management has not been 
able to pay its workers for 
the past year since they 
started working on the 
road."S ince last  year,  
government has not paid a 
dime to the company. We 
from the company have not 
been able to pay our 
workers”, a source from 
CICO construction company 
said.

Government has been 
bragging of the Ganta-
Saclepea Road project, calling 
on the people of Nimba to 
support the re-election bid of 
President George Weah to 
enable him continue ongoing 
development programs across 
the entire country.

One source explained that 
earlier, CICO entered an 
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  
government for the pavement 

of several roads in Monrovia, 
which are yet to be completed 
because of slow funding. 

Despite these obligations, 
government again called on the 

company to move to Nimba 
and pave the Ganta-Saclepea 
Road, where it is being 
confronted with the same 
funding problem

T h e  s o u r c e  n a m e d  
Johnsonville Road and many 
o ther  feeder  roads  i n  
Montserrado County that are 
yet to completed.

Our correspondent who 
visited the Ganta-Saclepea 
project site, said all CICO’s 

equipment were packed off 
the main road.

When contacted, the 

T
he founder of the 
Association of Women 
Lecturers of Liberia, 

and President of the University of 
Liberia Faculty Association 
(ULFA) Dr. Edna Johnny, says the 
lack of adequate women 
lecturers at higher institutions of 
learning across the country poses 
a threat to the education sector 
of Liberia.The Association of 
Women Lecturers of Liberia is a 
conglomeration of female 
teachers from the University of 
Liberia and private universities 
across the country.

T h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  
established at the University of 
Liberia on August 24, 2022 by Dr. 
Johnny.

Giving an overview of the 
Association during its Mentees 

and Mentors Joint Retreat held 
at the Baptist Youth Camp along 
the RIA highway in Paynesville 
over the weekend, Dr. Johnny 
said female lecturers have not 
been given much attention in the 
teaching profession.She stressed 
that the organization is formed 
to unite female lecturers and 
address challenges they face.

She said her position is to 
ensu re  tha t  women  a re  
recognized in their respective 
universities and not only at 
kindergarten division in grade 
schools. Dr. Johnny reveals that 
survey indicates that women 
constitute only 11 percent of the 
total data in the education 
system at secondary level, 
noting that this is even lower at 
the university level.

She said the potential of 
women is always overlooked in 
the teaching career, something, 
she added is not only unique to 
the University of Liberia but 
private institutions in the 
country. 

She said like the Female 
Lawyers Association of Liberia 
has done by putting themselves 
together, it was important to 
have birthed the Association of 

Women Lecturers of Liberia to cater 
its members, saying that female 
lecturers have all the professional 
qualities to improve the larger 
society educationally, but the idea 
of coming together was lacking in 
the past. 

Dr. Johnny noted that based on 
those reasons and to provide 
profess ional  mentorship to 
students already enrolled or are 
enrolling in university, the 
organization was established.

According to the educator, the 
organization cannot be stronger 
with the lower number of female 
lecturers at the University of 
Liberia but by bringing on board 
other lecturers from private 
universities.

She said it can be vibrant with 
the support of everyone, despite 
being  the vision bearer.

Dr. Johnny noted that a lot has 

been discussed about the Female 
Lawyers Association of Liberia 
unlike female lecturers at various 
universities across the country, 
adding this organization is intended 
to mentor and guide female 
students in various universities 

She said in many instances, 
scores of female students enroll at 
various universities without 
primarily deciding their field of 
studies.

She said based on this, a lot of 
those students usually follow other 
colleagues, who are already certain 
to join them in the same field of 
studies.At the same time, Dr. 
Johnny is calling on members of the 
institution, national government 
and international partners to assist 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
financially.According to her, the 
institution is yet to be formally 
launched due to  f inancia l  
constraints.

Also speaking, Madam Florence 
B. Koroma, Dean, Bishop Collins 
Teacher College, Stella Maris 
Polytechnic University said, it is 
now time for female lecturers to 
help themselves and unite to help 
others in the field. 

GoL Releases $200K for Development in Bong
By: Joseph Titus Yekeryan

CICO employees go slow in Nimba
By Thomas Domah / 
Nimba County

CONT’D ON PAGE 10 CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 11 CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Female university lecturers 
outline challenges  

By Lewis S Teh
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POSITIONS: 1.  Executive Chairperson/Chief Executive (1 person)

2.  Executive Vice Chairperson (1 person)

3.  Commissioners (5 persons)

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Thursday, February 9, 2023

 

  

  

This Vacancy Announcement is for all

 

the above positions at the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission 
(LACC).

 

A. Introduction:

 

The Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC) is the agency of government that is leading the fight against 
corruption in Liberia. The Commission was established in 2008, through an Act of the Legislature. Among others, 
LACC has the mandate to prevent corruption as well as investigate and prosecute all corruption related cases and 
offences. In July 2022, the 2008 Law creating the Commission was amended and restated, thus creating a new Liberia 
Anti-Corruption Commission to be managed by a seven-member board

 

of commissioners, instead of the five (5) 
provided for in the 2008 Act. More broadly, LACC works with state and non-state actors to champion the fight 
against corruption in Liberia so that public resources are judiciously allocated and managed in ways that serve the 
best interest of the general public.

 
 

Pursuant to Chapter 6.10 of the Amended LACC Act, recently, the President of the Republic of Liberia, His 
Excellency George M. Weah, Sr.

 

constituted an Ad-hoc Committee for the pre-selection of candidates for seven (7) 
commissioner positions at the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC).

 

B.

 

Update:

 
 

In line with its mandate, the Committee

 

commenced work and began

 

seeking applications for the positions of 
Executive

 

Chairperson (1 person); Executive Vice Chairperson (1 person) and Commissioners (5 persons). However, 
due to a petition filed with the Honorable Supreme Court, the Committee’s work was temporarily stayed. Now that 
the Honorable Supreme Court has ruled denying the petition, the Committee has resumed its work, and in the spirit 
of inclusiveness, is giving

 

other

 

qualified Liberians the chance to participate in the process for fourteen (14) days 
from Friday, February 10, 2023 –

 

Thursday, February 23, 2023.

  
 

The Committee

 

is

 

seeking applications for the

 

following positions

 

as described below:

 

1. EXECUTIVE CHAIRPERSON/CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (1 Position):

(a) Core Mandate of the Executive Chairperson:

 
 

Pursuant to Part 8 of the July 2022 amended LACC Act, the Executive Chairperson shall head the administration 
and management of the Commission, providing overall leadership and oversight in ensuring proper functioning 
of the institution. He/she will work with other Commissioners, the Secretariat of the Commission, other staffs, 
consultants, and external partners to ensure that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft 
institution in Liberia. This entails implementing appropriate measures and undertaking programs aimed at 
investigating, prosecuting, combating, and preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about 
the ills of corruption and the benefits of eradication. He/she shall also improve the integrity, transparency, and 
credibility of the LACC.

 
 

  
 

 

Ad-hoc Committee for the Recruitment of

Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission 

(LACC) Commissioners 
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(b) Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Executive Chairperson:

In providing overall direction and leadership for the LACC, in line with the Amended LACC Act, the specific 
responsibilities of the Executive Chairperson of the LACC shall be:

 

1.

 

Serve as the Chief Executive Officer and spokesperson of the Commission, and be responsible, along with 
other commissioners, acting as a body, for the implementation of approved policies and programs of the 
Commission;

 

2.

 

Control, supervise, and direct the administrative operation of the Commission;
3.

 

Preside over all meetings of both the Commission and the Management Team of the Commission;
4.

 

For the purposes of carrying out the functions of his/her office, have the powers to act, contract, and sign 
instruments and documents for the Commission and may, with the approval of the other commissioners 
acting as a body, delegate such power to other officers;

 

5.

 

Perform any other assignment(s)/function(s) for and on behalf of the institution, prescribed by law or as may 
be necessary.

 
 

(c)

 

Required Qualifications:

 

Education

 

-

 

A Law Degree from an accredited university (locally and internationally), including any advanced 
certification(s) in the legal profession.

 
 

Experience

 

-

 

The applicant must be a Lawyer with not less than 5 years of active experience as a trial lawyer or 
judge. Additionally, other relevant experience in the legal and other related professions will be highly desirable.

2.

 

EXECUTIVE VICE CHAIRPERSON (1 person)

 

(a)

 

Core Mandate of the Executive Vice Chairperson:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the 2022 amended LACC Act, the Vice Executive Chairperson shall assist the 
Executive Chairperson to be the administrative and technical head of the LACC, providing overall leadership 
and oversight in ensuring proper functioning of the institution. He/she will aid the Chairperson in working with 
other Commissioners, the Secretariat of the Commission, other staffs, consultants, and external partners to ensure 
that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft institution in Liberia. This entails implementing 
and undertaking appropriate measures and programs aimed at investigating, prosecuting, combating, and 
preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about the ills of corruption and the benefits of 
eradication.

 

(b)

 

Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Executive Vice Chairperson:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the New LACC Act, in addition to being the principal deputy to the Executive 
Chairperson of the Commission, the Executive Vice Chairperson shall be directly responsible for the Department 
of Education and Prevention. The specific responsibilities of the Executive Vice Chairperson shall be:

1.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Education and Prevention of the Commission;
2.

 

Assist the Executive Chairperson to provide overall leadership for the institution;
3.

 

Act as acting Executive Chairperson, in the absence of the Executive Chairperson;
4.

 

Without limiting the generality of his

 

power and authority, as head of the Department of Education and 
Prevention, be responsible to undertake research into the causes, manifestation and dimensions of corruption 
in Liberia; 

 

5.

 

Advise on approaches, program and practices needed to be adopted by the Government of Liberia, private 
and public institutions, organizations and entities to prevent and combat corruption; 

6.

 

Design and implement programs aimed at educating and sensitizing the public about the menace of 
corruption and its debilitating effect on the social fabric of Liberia and the economy of Liberia and what 
should be done to prevent and combat corruption;

 

7.

 

Perform any other assignment(s) for and on behalf of the institution, as may be required by law and or 
directed/prescribed by the Executive

 

Chairperson.

 

FEBRUARY  14     TUESDAY      
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(c)
 
Required Qualifications:

 

3

Education

 

-

 

A Degree in Accounting or other relevant qualification from an accredited university or higher 
institution of learning (locally or internationally). He/she shall be a certified member of the Liberia Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants or the equivalent membership from recognized international body.

Experience

 

-

 

A professional Auditor or Accountant with not less than 5-year professional experience as a 
Forensic Auditor or an Accountant .

 

3.

 

COMMISSIONERS (5 persons)

 

(a)

 

Core Mandate of the Commissioners:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the July 2022 amended LACC Act, there shall be five (5) Commissioners, in addition 
to the other

 

two (who shall serve as Executive Chairperson and Vice Executive Chairperson). Acting as a body, 
along with the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, the five Commissioners will make and implement policies for 
smooth running of the institution.  Three of the five Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the 
Department of Monitoring and Investigation of the Commission, while the other two (2) Commissioners shall 
be jointly responsible for the Department of Prosecution of the Commission.  Together, they shall assist the 
Executive Chairperson and Executive Vice Chairperson in working with the Secretariat, other staffs, and external 
partners to ensure that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft institution in Liberia. This 
entails implementing appropriate measures and programs aimed at investigating, prosecuting, combating, and 
preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about the ills of corruption and the benefits of 
eradication.

 

(b)

 

Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Commissioners:

Three of the five Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the Department of Monitoring and Investigation 
of the Commission, while the other

 

two (2) Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the Department of 
Prosecution of the Commission.  The specific responsibilities of the five Commissioners shall be to:

Department of Monitoring and Investigation (3 Commissioners):

 

1.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Monitoring and Investigation;
2.

 

monitor all suspicious acts of corruption and for investigating acts of corruption to determine whether there 
is probable cause that any

 

person or organization or entity is engaged in acts of corruption;
3.

 

File reports of its monitoring activities and investigations to the Executive Chairperson and the Department 
of Prosecution;

 

Department of Prosecution (2 Commissioners)

 

4.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Prosecution;
5.

 

Evaluate the investigative reports from the Department of Monitoring and Investigation to determine 
whether the evidence produced by the reports present probable cause that the person(s), organization(s) 
and/or entity(ies), who/which were subject of the monitoring/investigation were engaged in acts of 
corruption;

6. Prosecute such person(s), organization(s) and entity(ies) whenever a determination is made that any act of 
corruption has been committed. Provided that the Department of Prosecution shall present its findings in a 
report to the entire Board of Commissioners, which shall make a decision thereon by a majority vote of all 
commissioners, including the Executive Chairperson as a member of the majority, and in the absence or 
incapacity of the Executive Chairperson, the Vice Executive Chairperson;

7. Perform any other tasks for and on behalf of the Commission, prescribed by law or as may be assigned or 
determined by the Chairperson/leadership of the Commission.

(c) Required Qualifications:

Education - The applicant must have an undergraduate or graduate degree(s) from an accredited university or 
higher institution of learning (locally or internationally). This includes any qualification and professional 
certification as well as professional experience in one or more of the followings fields: law, law enforcement, 
criminal justice, accounting, internal control, compliance, and transparency and access to information. 
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Experience  -  Interested Applicants must have minimum  five years professional experience as a lawyer, anti-
corruption professional, accountant, auditor, criminal justice professional, or in any other related 
professions/fields.

 

Also, where necessary, applicants for these positions must be members in good standing with 
their respective professional bodies/societies such as the Liberia National Bar Association (LNBA), Liberian 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (LICPA), among others.

 

Experience in advocacy for integrity and good 
governance, prevention and combating of corruption and its related social menace will be desirable, but not 
necessary.

 
 

C.

 

Additional Requirements, Core Skills and Competencies:

 
 

Each applicant for the above-mentioned positions

 

of the LACC must be a Liberian citizen of minimum thirty (30) 
years of age and with good moral character.

 

He/she must have the following core skills and competencies:

 

✓

 

Computer literacy, especially in Microsoft Office Suite

 

✓

 

Be knowledgeable about the use of key Accounting Software and Packages (applicable to Vice Chairperson)
✓

 

Proficiency in written and spoken English

 

✓

 

Proven strong analytical skills, excellent team building and interpersonal skills 
✓

 

Integrity and high moral standards, respect for gender, diversity, and inclusion
✓

 

Result-based planning, management, and leadership

 

✓

 

Developing, empowering, and getting the best out of others

 

✓

 

Effective and efficient management of performance and resources

 
 

D.

 

Salary and benefits: shall be in line with government-approved salary and benefits for said or similar 
position(s).

 
 

E.

 

Application Requirements:

 
 

1.

 

A cover letter detailing applicant’s interest in the position.

  

2.

 

Maximum two-page statement on the applicant’s vision for the position and institution.
3.

 

At least one copy of all relevant degree(s) and professional certification(s).
4.

 

Curriculum Vitae with all relevant information and details, including at least three references, their contacts, 
and contact

 

authorization.

 

5.

 

A letter of permission to request attestation from the university(ies) or any higher learning institution from 
which candidate graduated.

 

6.

 

Copy of a passport, national ID card and police clearance.

 
  

F.

 

Application Procedure: 

 
 

All applications must be submitted ONLINE ONLY to the adhoc committee for pre-selecting LACC 
Commissioners via the following email address: adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com.  The cover letter and 
subject of the email shall clearly state the position for which the applicant is applying. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

APPLICANTS WHO PREVIOUSLY APPLY TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS:
adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com DO NOT HAVE TO REAPPLY EXCEPT FOR SUBMITTING 
OTHER RELEVANT DOCUMENTS AS THEIR APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AND 
REVIEWED. HOWEVER, APPLICANTS WHO PREVIOUSLY APPLY TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS 
adhoccommittee2022@gmail.com HAVE TO REAPPLY OR FORWARD THEIR INITIAL APPLICATION 
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS: adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com FOR CONSIDERATION.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023 @ Midnight.

NOTE: FEMALE CANDIDATES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

FEBRUARY  14     TUESDAY      
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L
e  m u s i c i e n  
folklorique libérien 
e t  p r o f e s s e u r  

d'anglais à la retraite, Jones 
B. Dopoe, lutte contre la 

vieillesse et la maladie qui 
l ' o n t  f a i t  p e r d r e  
partiellement la parole et la 
mémoire et l’ont confiné 
dans un fauteuil roulant.

L e  N E W  D A W N  a  
r é c e m m e n t  v i s i t é  l a  
résidence d'une fille du 
professeur Dopoe, Mlle 
Benetta Dopoe, dans la 
communauté de Duazon le 
long de l'autoroute de 
l 'aéroport international 
Roberts (RIA) à l'extérieur de 

Monrovia et s'est entretenue avec 
le professeur lui-même, qui a 
révélé que le président du 
Libéria, George Manneh Weah, 
est son fils biologique.

Il a dit que le président Weah 
sait qu'il est son père, mais il n'a 
pas pu expliquer pourquoi ce 
dernier ne lui prête aucune 
attention même avant et après 
qu'il ait assumé la présidence.

Mais la conversation a pris fin 
brusquement après que le 
professeur Dopoe a perdu la 
mémoire et ne se souvenait plus 
de rien.

Cependant, Benetta Dopoe a 
raconté que son père a environ 26 
enfants qu’il a eus avec plusieurs 

femmes. Il vivait avec l'une de 
ses belles-mères à Mount 
Barclay. Et comme il ne 
recevait pas de soins, elle est 
allée le chercher.

Selon elle, le professeur 
Dopoe n'a jamais dit à ses 
enfants que le président Weah 
est son fils, ajoutant qu'elle 
est choquée de l'entendre 
maintenant alors qu'il est sur 
un lit de malade.

Benetta a fait savoir que 
son père est tombé malade en 
2021. Ils ne l'ont pas emmené à 
l'hôpital faute d'argent. C’est 
sa sœur cadette, Joyce Dopoe, 
qui travaille dans un hôpital 
public à Bensonville, qui lui 
donnait des médicaments à 
domicile.

Mlle Benetta a profité de 
l’occasion pour appeler le 
g o u v e r n e m e n t ,  l e s  
p h i l a n t h r o p e s  e t  l e s  
organisations humanitaires à 
venir au secours du professeur 
Dopoe, car son père a servi le 
pays en tant qu’enseignant.

Elle a ajouté qu'ils vivent 
maintenant par la grâce de 
Dieu en dépit du fait qu’il soit 
une personnalité bien connue. 
Benetta a le chagrin quand 
elle voit son père perdre la 
mémoire parfois pendant deux 
semaines et personne ne vient 
à son secours.

Le président George 
Manneh Weah a exhorté les 
Forces armées du Libéria 
(AFL) et d'autres agences de 
sécurité à travers le pays à 
renforcer le mécanisme de 
contrôle des frontières du 
pays.

S'adressant à l'armée lors 
de la célébration de la 66e 
fête des forces armées du 
Libéria, le président Weah a 
exhorté l'armée et les autres 
forces de sécurité de l'État à 
ne pas renoncer à leur devoir 
de protéger le pays contre 
l ' e x t r é m i s m e  e t  l e s  
conséquences du terrorisme 
et à rester vigilants contre les 
effets négatifs qui pourraient 
affecter la paix et la stabilité 
de la nation et du peuple.

« Il existe des capacités 
uniques que les AFL peuvent 
apporter pour soutenir 
l ' a u t o r i t é  c i v i l e ,  e n  
particulier dans nos efforts 
de développement en tant 
que nation. D'abord et avant 
tout, il nous faut continuer à 
renforcer nos mécanismes de 
contrôle aux frontières et 
rester vigilants contre les 
é léments  négat i f s  qu i  
pourraient affecter la paix et 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

la stabilité de notre nation et de 
notre peuple », a-t-il dit.

En tant que commandant en 
chef des armées, le président 
Weah a dit avoir une confiance 
implicite dans la capacité des 
troupes et des forces de sécurité 
l i b é r i e n n e s  à  s ' a c q u i t t e r  
efficacement de leurs fonctions, 
car il a progressivement suivi les 
réalisations des Forces armées du 
Libéria.

« Aujourd'hui, le drapeau 
libérien est porté fièrement par les 
soldats des AFL dans les régions 
troubles de Tombouctou, en 

République du Mali, en 
République du Soudan, en 
République du Soudan du Sud 
et bien d’autre. Ce sont toutes 
des missions très volatiles, 
incertaines, complexes et 
ambiguës. Nous sommes de 
tout cœur avec eux et nous 
sommes impatients de les 
recevoir fièrement chez eux en 
toute sécurité à la fin de leurs 
missions. Permettez-moi de 
remercier le major-général 
Daniel Ziankahn (Rtd.), le 
ministre de la Défense 
nationale, et son équipe 

Des rumeurs selon lesquelles l’opposition a entrepris des 
pourparlers politiques frénétiques en vue de raviver la 
Collaboration des partis politiques (CPP), une coalition 
politique de l’opposition désintégrée, ont saturé l'air tant dans 
le pays qu'à l'étranger, en prélude aux élections d'octobre.

Des discussions auraient été organisées par des parties et des 
individus dont l’intention est de ramener les deux principaux 
dirigeants de l'opposition, M. Alexander B. Cummings du 
Congrès national alternatif et l'ancien vice-président Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai du Parti de l'unité et d’autres opposants 
partageant les mêmes idées autour d’une table pour former un 
front commun contre le président sortant George Manneh 
Weah.

Si ces rumeurs sont avérées, nous ne ferons qu’espérer que 
cette fois-ci, toutes les parties viendront à la table ronde avec 
une intention claire. En fait, il serait dangereux, très 
dangereux, si à huit mois des élections des judas s’infiltraient 
au milieu des gens bien intentionnés sous prétexte de former 
un front commun alors qu'ils ont une arrière-pensée.

Certains individus de l'opposition sont bien responsables de 
l'effondrement de la CPP. Et ils sont toujours là. Encore faut-il 
qu’ils soient surveillés avec des yeux d'aigle pendant que l’on 
entreprend ce dernier effort pour créer un front d'opposition 
uni. Ces gens seront plus que perfides pour faire avancer leurs 
motivations, d’autant plus que la Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique au pouvoir est prête à faire un effort 
supplémentaire pour fragmenter et affaiblir l'opposition avant 
les élections.

Nous nous souvenons de la déclaration de Ganta faite à l’issue 
de la rencontre où des gens comme le sénateur Prince Yormie 
Johnson, l'homme d'affaires Benoni W. Urey, Alexander B. 
Cummings, Joseph Nyumah Boakai et feu Me Charles Walker 
Brumskine, se sont réunis contre M. Weah et son CDC en 2017. 
Mais le mariage s'est effondré avant même le premier tour du 
scrutin.

L'opposition a intérêt à ne pas prendre pour argent comptant le 
désaccord apparent entre le sénateur Prince Yormie Johnson 
et le président George Weah, car l'homme PYJ n'est pas un 
poisson-chat dans l'eau. Il est glissant et difficile à cerner. En 
d'autres termes, il est hautement imprévisible et peu fiable. Il 
a laissé tomber le CDC en 2011 avant de finalement apporter 
son soutien au président Weah en 2017.

Ces discussions qui ont été engagées dans les coulisses en ce 
moment ne sont pas nouvelles. En tout cas les interlocuteurs 
s’y connaissent déjà. Ils y étaient allés et avaient réussi, 
comme en ont témoigné les résultats de l'élection sénatoriale 
spéciale du 8 décembre 2021 qu’a perdues le parti au pouvoir 
dans le comté de Montserrado, son fief d’antan, au profit de 
l'opposition.

Nous sommes encouragés par les derniers efforts visant à 
réunir l'opposition, car il est bon de le faire afin que l'électorat 
puisse avoir une meilleure opportunité de choisir des 
dirigeants qui représenteront leurs intérêts.

Réduire le nombre de candidats à la présidentielle et de partis 
politiques rend la démocratie plus forte et compétitive. Nous 
exhortons les acteurs clés à enterrer leur ego et à placer le 
Libéria au-dessus de tous les autres intérêts dans ces 
discussions.

Si la CPP est véritablement révisée et renforcée avant le début 
de l'opération d’enrôlement des électeurs et de la campagne, 
nous croyons fermement que l'objectif de chasser le président 
Weah du pour aura déjà été atteint.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Les rumeurs d’un front commun 
de l’opposition ravivent l’espoir

Le professeur Jones Dopoe réclame le 
président Weah comme son fils biologique

Le président Weah a exhorté l'armée à 
protéger le pays contre l'extrémisme 
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FrançaisFrançaisFrançais
Selon elle, depuis que le 

père est tombé malade, 
aucun fonctionnaire du 
gouvernement ou politicien 
ne lui a rendu visite, 
l'Université du Libéria non 
plus, où il a travaillé pour la 
dernière fois en tant que 
chargé de cours.

Outre l'Université du 
Libéria, ce quotidien a appris 
que le professeur Dopoe a 
également enseigné à 
l'Université Cuttington à 
Gbarnga, dans le comté de 
Bong, au centre du Libéria.

En plus de sa carrière 

universitaire, M. Dopoe est un 
célèbre musicien folklorique 
libérien, qui a exercé son métier à 
la fois au Libéria et en Sierra 
Leone voisine, où il a joué avec 
feu le roi de la musique de guitare 
au vin de palme, Sooliman Ernest 
Rogers, alias « S.E. Rogie » qui a 
produit la chanson « My Lovely 
Elizabeth ».

Au Libéria, certaines des 
œuvres du professeur Dopoe 
incluent les célèbres chansons 
"Sweet, Sweet Cassava Leave" et 
"Maman, je veux aller à l'école, 
j'en ai marre de vendre des sacs 
en plastique", entre autres. 

madou Albert Maïga, haut responsable du Conseil national de 

Atransition (CNT), l'organe législatif de la transition malienne, a 
diffusé une vidéo pendant le week-end, dans laquelle il 

annonce une guerre à venir entre les forces maliennes et les groupes 
armés signataires, qui ont fermement condamné ces propos.
« La tête du serpent est à Kidal », « la guerre est inévitable », juge 
Amadou Albert Maïga, premier secrétaire parlementaire du Conseil 
national de transition.
Alors que les ex-rebelles indépendantistes de la Coordination des 
mouvements de l'Azawad (CMA) ont fusionné mercredi dernier, à 
Kidal, en une seule et même entité politico-militaire, ce fidèle 
soutien du régime en place le promet : « Nous allons marcher, s'il le 
faut, sur ces groupes armés rebelles. » « Nous avons aujourd'hui une 
armée équipée et puissante qui peut frapper à la vitesse de la lumière 
», assure encore Amadou Albert Maïga, qui conclut : « Nous allons 
faire cette guerre pour libérer notre pays du joug du colonialisme, du 
terrorisme et de la rébellion. »
Dans sa vidéo, enregistrée en français et en bambara, ce responsable 
du CNT attaque pêle-mêle la France, les groupes armés signataires de 
l'accord de paix et les groupes jihadistes, accusés de partager une 
stratégie commune.Téléguidé par la présidence ?
La CMA a immédiatement « pris la communauté internationale à 
témoin » et « condamné » des « déclarations va-t-en-guerre ». « Nous 
les prenons au sérieux, explique Mohamed el Maouloud Ramadane, 
l'un des porte-parole de la CMA, car cela fait apparemment suite à 
une rencontre avec le président » de transition, le colonel Assimi 
Goïta. Amadou Albert Maïga a également publié sur sa page Facebook 

une photo de lui en compagnie du 
colonel Assimi Goïta, sur laquelle il 
apparaît habillé de la même manière 
que sur sa vidéo – même boubou et 
même chapeau. Les dates ne sont pas 
précisées. 
Cette sortie belliqueuse est-elle 
téléguidée par la présidence, comme 
en sont convaincus plusieurs acteurs et 
observateurs avertis de la scène 
politique malienne ? S'agit-il d'un 
ballon d'essai ? D'une manière de 
préparer l'opinion ? Ou d'une initiative 
strictement personnelle d'Amadou 
Albert Maïga ? Interrogé par RFI, 
Amadou Albert Maïga n'a pas apporté 
de précisions sur les conditions dans 
lesquelles il a enregistré et publié 
cette vidéo. 
Bamako et les groupes armés 
signataires sont en conflit depuis des 
mois et l'application de l'accord de 
paix est à ce jour complètement 
bloquée. Les deux parties assurent y 
être attachées, mais l'éventualité 
d'une reprise des hostilités est de plus 
en plus redoutée. « J'espère qu'ils ne 
franchiront pas le Rubicon », 
commente un ancien ministre malien, 
inquiet de voir que « certains veulent 
un match retour à Kidal [où l'armée 
malienne avait été défaite en 2012, 
NDLR] », « d'autres veulent une 
victoire militaire pour des buts 
politiques ».
Sollicités par RFI au sujet de cette 
vidéo, ni la présidence malienne, ni le 
ministère de la Réconciliation 
nationale, en charge de l'accord de 
paix, n'ont donné suite. Le ministère 
de la Défense a quant à lui répondu et 
précisé : « L'armée malienne s'équipe 
pour lutter contre les groupes armés 
terroristes. L 'accord de paix 
détermine le rapport entre les groupes 
armés signataires et le gouvernement 
».

es représentants de la société 

Dcivile, des forces de défense et 
d e  s é c u r i t é  e t  d e s  

communautés ethniques se sont 
r é u n i s  a u t o u r  d e s  l e a d e r s  
communautaires de la région des 
Hauts-Bassins se sont réunis ce 
samedi à la Maison de la Culture de 
Bobo-Dioulasso.
Ils souhaitent une solution pacifique 
au Burkina Faso et tenaient ce samedi 
une conférence pour exposer les 
problèmes sécuritaires rencontrés 
par les populations, afin de prévenir 
les  r i sques  d’af f rontements  
intercommunautaires.
À travers le territoire se multiplient 
les attaques attribuées à des groupes 
armés. Le chargé de communication 
de la coalit ion des leaders 
communautaires pour la paix, Drissa 
Sangaré, estime qu’une négociation 
est possible.
Le Burkina Faso subit une pression 
informationnelle constante depuis le 
début de l’année 2022 et l’influence 
russe bat son plein sur tous les 
réseaux sociaux. Le groupe de 
recherche international All eyes on 

Wagner publie un rapport décryptant cette mécanique où la 
France est la cible privilégiée de Moscou et du groupe 
Wagner. Entretien avec Adam El Rumi, l’un des auteurs de 
l'enquête.
Cette note de recherche démontre que l’écosystème 
informationnel burkinabè est manipulé avec une forte 
pression informationnelle depuis un an sur les plateformes 
de réseaux sociaux. Plusieurs campagnes inauthentiques et 
orchestrées à destination des utilisateurs des réseaux 
sociaux burkinabè ont pu être identifiées.  La plateforme 
étudiée à ce stade est Facebook alors que WhatsApp, 
messagerie la plus utilisée en Afrique francophone, reste 
l’angle mort de la recherche OSINT en terme de 
désinformation à ce stade. AEOW estime que le plus gros 
volume des actions d’influence ont lieu sur cette 
messagerie.

2023                              

compétente pour l'excellent 
leadership dont ils ont fait 
preuve en faisant de nos 
forces armées une force du 
bien. La diligence et le 
d é v o u e m e n t  d a n s  l a  
transformation de l'armée ont 
valu aux autorités de la 
défense crédib i l i té  et  
respectabilité tant dans le 
pays qu'à l'étranger, » a dit le 
président Weah.

Il a aussi remercié le 
général de division Prince C. 
Johnson, III, chef d'état-

major des forces armées du 
Libéria, pour son leadership 
exceptionnel et son sens de 
discipline et de direction qui ont 
suscité la confiance du peuple 
libérien.

Le président Weah a également 
remercié et apprécié tous les 
membres des Forces armées du 
Libéria pour leur discipline, leur 
dévouement au devoir et leur 
e n g a g e m e n t  e n v e r s  l a  
responsabil ité de protéger 
l'intégrité territoriale.

Burkina Faso : les leaders communautaires
veulent pousser les groupes armés au dialogue

À Kpo Kahandro, au centre 
de la Côte d’Ivoire, les 
villageois restent traumatisés 
suite à des décès liés à une 
maladie mystérieuse : 21 
selon les habitants et 16 selon 
les autorités sanitaires. Piste 
privilégiée : une intoxication 
liée à un produit utilisé par un 
féticheur. Reportage.

Dans le centre de la Côte 
d’Ivoire, dans un village près 
de Bouaké, une localité reste 
traumatisée par l’apparition, 
ces dernières semaines, 
d’une maladie mystérieuse, 
qui a fait 21 morts selon 
habitants, 16 d’après les 
autorités sanitaires.

L e s  v i c t i m e s  s o n t  
principalement des enfants. 
Le ministre de la Santé, 
assure que « la crise est sous 
contrôle ». Son département 
penche pour la piste d’une 
intoxication liée à un produit 
utilisé par un féticheur. Mais 
sur place, le mystère et la 
douleur dominent toujours.

Ecole fermée et maisons 
vides : depuis janvier, Kpo 
Kahandro vit ainsi au ralenti. 
Les habitants tentent de faire 
leur deuil. En vain. Dorothée 
Ahou Kouamé perdu sa fille de 
trois ans. « Elle faisait 
toujours des convulsions 
malgré le fait qu'on lui faisait 
des injections, raconte-t-
elle. Ça se calmait un peu 
puis ça reprenait. Ma petite 
est décédée aux environs des 

3h et quelques. Le corps est 
encore à la morgue, on n'a pas 
encore fait l'enterrement. Je 
n'arrive même pas à manger 
correctement, ça me réveille à 
chaque fois ».

Médecins et villageois pointent 
un médicament concocté par un 
guérisseur : c’est un liquide 
c o n t e n a n t  u n e  b a c t é r i e  
dangereuse et qui aurait été 
aspergé sur un poulet faisant 
office de fétiche à l’entrée de la 
maison du notable du village.

« On a expliqué du côté 
mystique, explique Paul Kouassi, 
le président des jeunes. Tel 
fétiche, quand on l'installe dans un 
village baoulé, il peut y avoir des 
morts. Le féticheur a dit "non, 
pour moi ça ne tue pas". Le 2 
décembre, les villageois ont 
commencé à tomber, et la 
première petite fille qui est 
décédée c'est sa petite fille. Dans 
l'analyse aussi, il s'est trouvé que 
ceux qui sont aux alentours de la 
cour du fétiche, il y a eu au moins 
deux morts ».Depuis, chaque 
maison a été désinfectée. Le 
fétiche incriminé a été détruit. 
Mais l’inquiétude reste palpable. « 
Beaucoup on fuit avec enfants, 
souligne Sylvain, l’adjoint du chef 
du village. Les autres villages n'ont 
pas été touchés ».

La semaine dernière, deux 
personnes ont été condamnées à 
cinq ans de prison, pour des faits 
relevant de charlatanisme. Selon 
le procureur du tribunal de 
Bouaké.
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Le professeur Jones 
Dopoe réclame le 

Le président Weah 
a exhorté l'armée à 

Côte d’Ivoire : le village de Kpo Kahandro traumatisé 
par une maladie mystérieuse et mortelle

Au Mali, les propos belliqueux d'un membre du 
Conseil national de transition font polémique
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"I am going to encourage 
other female lecturers 
because this will help our 
education system," she said. 

Madam Koroma also called 
on the Liberian government 
to support female lecturers 
by providing them foreign 
scholarship opportunities to 
advance  the i r  human  
capacity.At the same time, 

 United States-

Abased organization, 
Divine Connection 

C h u r c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  
C o m m u n i t y  I n i t i a t i v e  
Alliance (CIA) has donated 
huge consignment of medical 
supplies, including drugs and 
equipment to the James 
Jenkins Dossen Memorial 
Hospital (JJ Dossen) in 
Harper City,  Maryland 
County.

The Divine Connection 
Church is a Christian ministry 
headed by Rev. Stephen Mle 
Wilson and Precious Wilson. 
It leads a community of 
b e l i e v e r s ,  w h o  a r e  
committed to love and 
service based in Louisville, 
Kentucky, USA.

T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
ceremony took place at the 
facility palava hut on Friday, 
February 10, 2023 in Harper 
City, Maryland County 
Electoral district#1, bringing 
together local authorities, 
c o m m u n i t y  d w e l l e r s ,  
hospital medical director, 
County Health Team and 
administration, amongst 
others.

Presenting the assorted 
materials on behalf of the 
organization, Kwende Howe, 
County Coordinator said the 
initiative is in response to 

Madam Angeline C. Major, 
Lecturer at the United 
Methodist University 
Joseph Jenkins Roberts 
Education College, told 
the gathering that there 
h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  
challenges which hinder 
female lecturers, noting 
that at times they feel 
i n t i m i d a t e d  a n d  

c a l l  f r o m  t h e  
management of the JJ 
Dossen hospital, and the 
organization’s way of 
buttressing the hospital 
efforts.

Ms Howe said the CIA is 
a  n a t i o n w i d e  
organization but it is 
presently active in two 
counties in Liberia, 
namely; Montserrado and 
Maryland and has a 
l e a d e r s h i p  
structure that 
i n c l u d e s  a  
county director, 
c o u n t y  
coo rd i na to r s  
and volunteers.

She named 
m a t e r i a l s  
d o n a t e d  a s  
m a t t r e s s e s ,  
wheelchairs, X-
ray machines, 
crutches, electronic 
beds, chairs and over 100 
cartoons of medical 
drugs, amongst others.

She added that in 
2022, CIA Liberia made 
some interventions both 
in Montserrado and 
Maryland counties.

In Maryland County, 
the Alliance distributed 
200 pairs of sneakers to 
some At-risk youths 
commonly known as 
‘zogos’ and other less-

overlooked by male 
l e c t u r e r s .  T h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Women Lecturers of 
Liberia goes by the 
motto, "A woman's 
pen breaks barriers 
a n d  u n l o c k  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . "  
Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

fortunate persons both in 
Harper and Pleebo cities, 
while in Montserrado 
County, the organization 
also identified with some 
physically-challenged 
university students and 
organizations with people 
of disabilities with 10 
pieces of wheelchairs, 36 
pairs of crutches, 4 pieces 
of Caine and 82 pairs of 
r e a d i n g  g l a s s e s ,  

respectively.
Receiving the items, 

Mrs. Julia Natt Doe, 
administrator of the JJ 
D o s s e n  M e m o r i a l  
Hosp i ta l ,  expressed  
appreciation and lauded 
the  e f fo r t s  o f  the  
Community Initiative 
Alliance through which 
they received such a huge 
donation that she termed 
as the best ever in the 
history of the hospital.

Female university lecturers 
Start from page 6
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Divine Connection Church 
donates medical supplies  

By Patrick N. Mensah, 
Maryland County
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Former ruling Unity 
Pa r t y  S t a n d a r d  
Bearer Amb. Joseph 

N. Boakai’s recent admission 
that one man cannot defeat 
incumbent President Weah 

s u g g e s t s  a  s t r o n g e r  
opposition collaboration in 
the making.

The 78-year-old former 
Liberian Vice President told 
the Voice of America recently 
that a collaborative effort is 
needed because it’s not a 
one-man thing to battle 
incumbent President George 
Manneh Weah.

He further told the VOA’s 
Daybreak Africa program that 
the presidency is not a play-
play thing, reiterating that 
it’s now time to form a 
collaboration to bring all 
hands on board to rescue 
Liberia from a ‘nightmare.’

Boakai said he wants 
Liberia to be rescued from 
President Weah and the 
r u l i n g  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  
Democratic Change (CDC) 
nightmare.

“We all need to see the 
need to rescue Liberia. This 
is not the matter of sitting on 
the fence. It’s the matter of 
getting together. People are 
suffering and so, doors are 
opened to Prince Johnson 
and everybody to rescue 
L i b e r i a  f r o m  t h i s  
nightmare,’’ said Amb. 
Boakai.Bokai and his former 

ruling Unity Party (UP) pulled 
out  of  a  once famous  
opposition bloc Collaborating 
Po l i t i ca l  Pa r t i e s  (CPP )  
following a prolonged internal 
political crisis.Opposition 
leader Alexander B. Cummings 
and his Alternative National 

Congress (ANC) and a faction of 
the opposition Liberty Party 
(LP) continue to hold on with 
the CPP.

Calls have been mounting 
for an opposition unity after 
the CPP crash landed before 
the 2023 presidential and 
legislative elections are due to 
b e  h e l d  t h i s  
October.Speculations have 
been around that efforts are 
being made to reunite Boakai 
and Cummings for a single 
presidential ticket, but there is 
no official account surrounding 
this.

Speaking from the United 
States of America, Mr. Boakai 
disclosed that their doors are 
open for collaboration because 
Liberia is in a real situation and 
Liberians must get together to 
rescue their country.

V O A’ s  J a m e s  B u t t e  
questioned Amb. Boakai saying 
“And so Mr. Vice President, 
recently you met with one of 
your colleague and rival, Mr. 
Cummings. Is there any 
possibility that the two of you 
can resurrect the partnership 
in a bid to defeat President 
George Weah?’’

In response to the question, 
Amb. Boakai stated that he and 

Mr. Cummings are good 
friends, and Mr. Cummings 
visited him right after he left 
the hospital. He said it was a 
family visit, and they did not 
g o  i n t o  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  
discussion.

‘’Mr. Cummings and I will 
always be good friends. But, 
political collaboration is 
always necessary because we 
came together, we say we 
came together to defeat 
President Weah. We strongly 
agreed that President Weah 
needs to be defeated and so 
we need all hands on board. 
And so, our arms are all open to 
further discussion,” said Amb. 
Boakai.

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  
perception that one party 
can’t defeat President Weah, 
Amb. Boakai argued that he 
does believe this. He said 
political parties and Liberia 
need to get together to see the 
need to rescue the country.

“Even if you were not 
organized with political 
parties, we need all hands on 
boa rd  t o  r e move  t h i s  
nightmare from our country. 
It’s something that you cannot 
debate. We have been talking 
with Senator Prince Johnson 
and Senator Jeremiah Koung. 
We leave no door unlocked,” 
he added. The former vice 
president challenged the 
People in Liberia to also come 
together because the country 
has been dragged down to the 
ground, saying suffering has 
increased, and it’s time for 
rescue.

W h e n  a s k e d  b y  t h e  
interviewer concerning his 
health condition and how he 
sees himself fit to handle the 
country, Amb. Boakai said if he 
does not have the ability, he 
does not see anybody right 
now, with all due respect, that 
can.When questioned about 
the Unity Party’s withdrawal 
from the CPP, Amb. Boakai 
admitted that his party left the 
CPP on grounds that it thought 
things were not working.He 
said UP gave the CPP some 
space and decided to move 
somewhere else but, they did 
not leave politics.

Pres. Weah Former VP Boakai

Riot Police have arrested 
m o r e  t h a n  1 0  
protesters, including 

three females during an early 
morning protest by residents of 
Montserrado County Electoral 
District#17 in demand of 
electricity.Protesting residents 
ga thered  ea r l y  Monday,  
February 13, at St. Paul Bridge 
on

 Bushrod Island in a peaceful 
assembly, calling on government 
to speedily provide electricity 
to their community.

Upon arrival on the bridge at 
about 5:30 am, the protesters 
met hugely armed riot Police 
that had positioned to prevent 
them from exercising their 
constitutional rights.Police 
chased the protesters to nearby 
bushes, leaving many with 
bruises.

The Police action led 
protesters to become agitated, 
erecting roadblocks at major 
points of the road, creating 

traffic congestion.
Speaking to this paper, the 

aggrieved residents lament that 
for too long they have been 
forgotten by the government in 
providing them electricity, 
though District#17 leads to the 
main Mount Coffee Hydro Plant 
that distributes power across 
Montserrado and to other parts 

of the country.They note that the 
lack of electricity in the district 
h a s  r e s u l t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  
unwholesome activities, including 
ritualistic killings and armed 
robbery, among other crimes.

At the same time, they accuse 
Brewerville City Mayor, Bedell 
Fahn, of undermining their 
struggle by instructing the Police 
to brutalize them.But when 
contacted, Mayor Fahn denied the 
allegation and instead, reveals 
that modalities have been worked 
out by requisite authorities to 
ensure the district is electrified.

He says those responsible for 
electricity in the district have 
informed him the delay has been 
funding challenge but now they 
have funds and work will start by 
March and hopefully by the end of 
the year, district#17 will be 
electrified.

Mayor  Fahn  appea l s  to  
aggrieved residents to remain calm 
and desist from violence that has 
the propensity to undermine the 
peace of the country.For decades, 

residents of electoral district#17 
have been without affordable and 
stable electricity relying on 
private distribution that is costly, 
while surrounding areas such as 
Vincent town (Bomi County), Hotel 
Africa Road and Banjor community 
are fully electrified. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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Management of CICO said they 
are not willing to speak with 
reporter, but directed this paper 
t o  i n s t e a d ,  g o  t o  t h e  
government that allegedly owes 
the company. 

However, at the close of the 
year, the Minister of Public 
Works, Ruth Coker Collins, 
p l e d g e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  
rehabilitation of roads in the 
country before end of President 
Gorge Weah's first term.Minister 
Coll ins underscored that 
completion of roads already 
earmarked is strategic and 
crucial for the National Housing 
and Population Census and the 
2 0 2 3  P r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  
Legislative Elections.

"The two national activities 
have sustained the peace and 
progress of the nation over the 
period, and as such, there's a need 
to effectively enforce the 
completion and rehabilitation of 
these roads, ahead of the national 
activities", Minister Collins added.

Against this backdrop, she 
further vowed that before 
expiration of his first term, 
President Weah will dedicate 80 
kilometers of road from Kaweakan 
to Fishtown, 47.1 Kilometers Road 
from Sanniquellie to Loguatuo, 
and the 67-kilometer Ganta-
Sanniquellie route in Nimba and 
River Gee counties respectively. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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Boakai’s admission
By Lincoln G. Peters

Police brutalize several protesters   
By Bridgett Milton

CICO employees go slow

equal salaries and benefits, 
likewise judges.For those 
that are against the judges' 
advocacy to demand a 
refund of their money, Judge 
Dixon urged them to take 
recourse to Article 72 (a&b) 
of the Constitution.

"The said Article is 
simple, elementary, clear, 
and unequivocal and needs 
no interpretation. Finally, 
we shall continue the 
advocacy for the refund of 
our monies which are 
increasing every day as we 
are working," he vowed. 

"We shall keep you posted at 
every opening of [the] court 
u n t i l  o u r  m o n i e s  a r e  
retroactively refunded for our 
well-being and upkeep.’’ 

At the same time, Judge 
D ixon  craved  the  k ind  
indulgence of the Government 
of Liberia to increase the 
budgetary allocation of the 
judicial branch and the entire 
security sector of Liberia for 
the fiscal year 2023.

He said if the budget of the 
judiciary branch increases 
along with the security sector's 
budget, it will help maintain 

law and order and also sustain 
the peace in the country 
during the electoral process.

"The highest budgetary 
allocation that the judiciary 
has ever received in the past 
seventeen 17 years was 
nineteen (19) million United 
States dollars in 2006, during 
the administration of the late 
Chief Justice Johnnie N. 
Lewis," said Judge Dixon. 

"However, since then, the 
budget of the judiciary has 
suffered serious shortfalls,’’ 
he concluded.  

Judges give government five-month's
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L
iberian Circuit Court 
judges have given 
the government a 

five-month ultimatum to 
re fund  US$182 ,268 .00  
allegedly cut from their 

s a l a r i e s  t h r o u g h  a  
harmonization program.

Speaking at the opening of 
the Criminal Courts ‘’A’’, 
‘’B’’, ‘’C’’, ‘’D’’ and ‘’E’’ 
Monday, 13 February 2023, 
Criminal Court ‘’C’’ Judge A. 
Blamo Dixon said the 
government cut judges' 
salaries through is alleged 
i l l e ga l  h a rmon i za t i on  
exercise.

He said judges are 
giving the Government of 
Liberia from now until 26 
July 2023 to settle their 
money that was allegedly 
illegally cut through the 
h a r m o n i z a t i o n  
policy.Judge Dixon said 

the Judiciary's budget has 
suffered serious shortfalls 
under this administration.

" T h e  i l l e g a l  
harmonization exercise 
was not a national  
program as contemplated 
by Article 72 (a) of the 
Constitution to warrant 
diminishment of the 
salaries of justices and 
judges," Judge Dixon 

contended.
He argued that there was no 

salary disparity in the judiciary 
during the period under review. He 
detailed that the government 
o w e s  e a c h  j u d g e  U S $  
36,453.60.Speaking further on the 
government's harmonization 
policy and the reduction in judge's 
salaries, Judge Dixon urged his 
colleague to permit him to report 
the total amount of money that 
the Minister of Finance and 
Development planning illegally 
deducted from their salaries over 
a period of 40 months or three 
years four months.

He said this began on 31 
October 2019, stating that the 
result applies to all judges 
because they earned the same 
salary.

However, he also demanded 
p a y m e n t  o f  m o n e y  t h e  
government allegedly owes 
magistrates, support staff, as well 
as bailiffs, messengers, drivers, 
cooks, and cleaners before 26 
July.

Judge Dixon pointed out that 
there was no salary disparity in the 
judiciary when the alleged illegal 
harmonization exercise was 
discussed and implemented.Judge 
Dixon continued that all of the 
associate justices of the Supreme 
Court were earning the same and 
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-Demand refund of US$182,268.00

By Lincoln G. Peters
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