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T
unisian police have 
summoned the head 
o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  

o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y  f o r  
questioning, the party said, 
after arrests this month that 

targeted critics of President 
Kais Saied raised concerns over 
free speech and political 
rights.Rached Ghannouchi, 
head of the Islamist Ennahda 
party and speaker of an 
elected parliament that Saied 
formally dissolved last year, 
has been asked to present 
himself at a Tunis police 
station on Tuesday, said 
Ennahda spokesperson Zayneb 
Brahmi.Pol ice have not 
revealed the purpose of the 
investigation, Brahmi said at a 
news briefing.

Both the police and the 
Interior Ministry declined to 
comment on the matter.

Ghannouchi was questioned 
several times last year on 
suspicions of illicit funding for 

Ennahda, and of having helped 
send Tunisian jihadists to Syria in 
the past to support Islamic State 
mi l i tants.Ghannouchi  and 
Ennahda, which has played a 
leading role in successive 
coalition governments after 
Tunisia's 2011 revolution that 
brought democracy, have denied 
those accusations and judges had 
decided not to hold him in 
detention pending investigation.

Saied seized most powers in 
2021, shutting down parliament 
and moving to rule by decree 
before rewriting the constitution 

in moves that his critics, 
including Ennahda, have 
denounced as  an ant i -
democratic coup.

The president says his 
actions were legal and 
necessary to save Tunisia from 
chaos, and has described his 
foes as traitors, blaming them 
for Tunisia's economic and 
political woes.

This month, police arrested 
several major figures critical 
of Saied, including senior 
Ennahda politicians, the head 
o f  Tu n i s i a ' s  l e a d i n g  
independent media platform, 
an influential businessman and 
two judges.Saied last year 
moved to take ultimate 
authority over the judiciary, 
replacing the body that can 
appoint and sack judges.While 
opposition to Saied remains 
fragmented, there have been 
increasing moves to solidify it 
over recent months, spurred 
by  Tun i s i a ' s  i nc reas ing  
economic problems and ultra-
low turnout in December and 
January elections for a new 
parliament.

The powerful UGTT labor 
union, which held major rallies 
on Saturday in several cities, 
has become increasingly vocal 
in opposing Saied and said on 
Monday it would bring forward 
a planned protest in the capital 
by one week to March 4. VOA

S
exual exploitation has 
been uncovered on tea 
farms that supply 

some of the UK's most popular 
brands, including PG Tips, 
Lipton and Sainsbury's Red 
Label.More than 70 women on 
Kenyan tea farms, owned for 
y e a r s  b y  t w o  B r i t i s h  
companies, told the BBC they 
had been sexually abused by 
their supervisors.Secret 
filming showed local bosses, 
on plantations owned by 
Unilever and James Finlay & 
Co, pressuring an undercover 
reporter  for  sex.Three 
managers have now been 
suspended.

Unilever faced similar 
allegations more than 10 years 
ago and launched a "zero 
tolerance" approach to sexual 
harassment as well as a 
reporting system and other 
measures,  but  a  jo int  
investigation for BBC Africa 
Eye and Panorama found 

evidence that allegations of 
sexual harassment were not 
being acted on.

The BBC's Tom Odula spoke 
to women who worked on tea 
farms run by both companies. 
A number told him that 
because work is so scarce, 
they are left with no choice 
but to give in to the sexual 
demands of their bosses or 
face having no income.

"I can't lose my job because 
I have kids," said one woman.

Another woman said a 
divisional manager stopped 
her job until she agreed to 
have sex with him.

"It is just torture; he wants 
to sleep with you, then you get 
a job," she said.

One woman also told the 
BBC that she had been 
infected with HIV by her 
supervisor,  after  being 
pressured into having sex with 
him.To gather more evidence 
about the allegations of sexual 
abuse taking place, the BBC 
recruited undercover reporter 
Katy - not her real name - to 
work on the tea plantations.

In one instance, Katy was 
invited to a job interview with 

a recruiter for James Finlay & Co 
called John Chebochok. The 
interview turned out to be in a hotel 
room.Mr Chebochok, who has 
worked on Finlay's plantations for 
more than 30 years, first as an 
estate manager and then as the 
owner of a contracting company, 
had already been flagged as a 
"predator" by a number of women 
who spoke to the BBC's Tom Odula.

Katy was pinned against a 
window by Mr Chebochok and asked 
to touch him and undress.

“I'll give you some money, then I'll 
give you a job. I have helped you, 
help me," he said."We'll lie down, 
finish and go. Then you come and 
work."Katy made it clear she did not 
consent. Eventually he gave up and 
a member of the production team - 
stationed nearby for her safety - 
made a phone call to give her an 
excuse to leave.

"I was so scared, and so shocked. 
It must be really difficult for the 
w o m e n  w h o  w o r k  u n d e r  
Chebochok," said Katy.

James Finlay & Co said Mr 
Chebochok was immediately 
suspended after the BBC contacted 
the company. The company said it 
also reported him to the police and 
was now investigating whether its 
Kenyan operation has "an endemic 
issue with sexual violence".

Katy also experienced sexual 
harassment when undercover at a 
farm, which was at the time run by 
Unilever.She was invited to an 
induction day where a divisional 
manager called Jeremiah Koskei 
gave a speech to his new recruits 
about Unilever's zero-tolerance 
policy towards sexual harassment.

However, he then invited "Katy" 
to meet him in a hotel bar that 
evening and tried to pressure her 
into having sex with him - suggesting 
they went back to his compound 
together.Katy later said: "If my 
whole life really was pegged on this 
opportunity, I can only imagine how 
that encounter would have 
unfolded."Katy was assigned to the 
weeding team - it is gruelling work, 
six days a week, and many women 
ask to be moved.

The supervisor there, Samuel 
Yebei, asked her for sex in exchange 
for lighter duties.BBC

 son of Zimbabwe's 

Aformer President, 
Robert Mugabe, has 

been arrested over allegations 
he damaged property at a 
party in Harare.

Robert Mugabe junior, who 
is thought to be 31, is accused 
of destroying cars and other 
property over the weekend.

He was arrested following a 
complaint from his friend, 
Sindiso Nkatazo, also 31, 
police said in a tweet.

Mr Mugabe junior, the 
second child of the former 
president with his widow, 
G r a c e ,  h a s  n o t  y e t  
commented.

The police say the damaged 
property was valued at 
$12,000 (£10,000).

News site ZimLive posted a 
video of Mr Mugabe junior 
walking to Harare Magistrates' 
Court wearing a suit and 
facemask, followed by a 
throng of people, as others 
stood on the sidelines taking 
pictures of him on their 
phones.

Former President Robert 

Mugabe died in 2019 at the age of 
95, two years after being forced 
to resign following 37 years in 
power.

It is extremely unlikely that 
his son would have been arrested 
if his father was still president, 
analysts say.

Mr Mugabe was replaced by 
his former right-hand man 
Emmerson Mnangagwa.

Relations between him and 
the Mugabe family had been 
fraught after they accused him 

of betraying Zimbabwe's long-
time leader.

His widow, Grace, had 
harboured ambitions of 
succeeding her husband but 
was sidelined by supporters of 
Mr Mnangagwa.

However, Mr Mugabe junior 
has since reconciled with 
President Mnangagwa and last 
year attended a rally where 
he was publicly welcomed 
back into the ruling Zanu-PF 
party. BBC

Mugabe's son arrested 
after cars trashed at party

Robert Mugabe (L) with his son ®

True cost of our tea: Sex abuse 
on Kenya farms revealed

Sexual harassment caught on hidden camera in KenyaSexual harassment caught on hidden camera in KenyaSexual harassment caught on hidden camera in Kenya

Tunisian Police Summon 
Opposition Leader for Questioning

Ennahdha leader Rached Ghannouchi during 
a recent interview with VOA.
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BY ALL ACCOUNTS, reasons provided by the Government of 
Liberia in granting business privileges to TRH Trading 
Corporation in whose warehouse cocaine valued US$100 
million was recently busted at Topoe Village along Japan 
Freeway is difficult to digest.

THE GOVERNMENT, THRU the Liberia Revenue Authority, had 
publicly defended here that disparity in inspecting contents of 
containers brought at the Freeport of Monrovia that allowed a 
40ft container imported by TRH Trading Corporation loaded 
with cocaine to leave the port without any check is part of 
Post Clearance Audit, a universal trade facilitation tool in 
customs that allows relatively compliant importers access to 
expeditious clearance subject to review subsequently.

HOWEVER, THAT CONTAINEr was busted by Liberian security 
forces following a tipoff from the Embassy of the United 
States near Monrovia after it had landed at TRH Trading 
Corporation’s warehouse in Topoe Village.

LIBERIANS MAY NEVER get to know how many containers 
brought into the country with contrabands have passed 
unchecked at the Freeport of Monrovia to their concealed or 
unknown destinations at the detriment of the State.

WHILE INVESTIGATION INTO the final destination of the 
cocaine is still ongoing with several arrests already made by 
government, it is possible that Liberia could be one of the 
markets for the contraband, given the current inflow of 
dangerous drugs into communities across the country.

THANKS TO THE United States Government for closely working 
with Liberian authorities in destroying the consignment of 
cocaine recently at the BTC Military Barracks in Monrovia.

BUT THE GOVERNMENT of Liberia seems to be flip-flopping, as 
it has moved immediately to clear TRH Trading Corporation of 
any link to the drug syndicate even before the matter can go 
to court, though the bust occurred in its premises.

KEEN OBSERVERS, INCLUDING customs brokers here, argue 
there is no way that TRH can prove its innocence when it is the 
direct recipient of the 40ft container that brought the drugs 
to Liberia and taken to its premises in Topoe Village.

THE FACT THAT warning by Global Maritime Tracking Solution 
that tracks shipments across the world that the container with 
the cocaine be subjected to physical inspection was ignored, 
says a lot about the depth of complacency authorities in the 
country display.

NOW WE CAN safely say that had it not been the tipoff from 
the Americans, the consignment of cocaine would have never 
seen daylight in Liberia because, from every calculation, it 
was well conceived and accorded unhindered access into the 
country.                 

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 
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ONDON – A recent Twitter spat between 

Linfluencer Andrew Tate and climate 
activist Greta Thunberg epitomized the 

eco gender gap. Tweeting at the activist, Tate – 
the epitome of a man who views saving the 
planet as a threat to his masculinity – boasted 
about the “enormous emissions” of his luxury 
car collection, to which Thunberg replied with 
a takedown that currently ranks as the fourth 
most liked tweet ever. As columnist Rebecca 
Solnit writes, “There’s a direct association 
between machismo and the refusal to 
recognize and respond appropriately to the 
climate catastrophe.” 

 While some may laugh off an online dispute 
between two high-profile individuals, the 
differences between how women and men 
respond to global warming are well 
documented. Recent studies have shown that 
only 59% of men in the United Kingdom are 
committed to a green lifestyle, compared to 
71% of women, and that men are less likely 
than women to recycle and consume 
environmentally friendly products. This gap 
has been attributed to some men’s perception 
of environmental justice as a feminine pursuit. 

 With air pollution from fossil fuels killing 
millions of people each year (many of whom 
live in the Global South), we have a clear 
ethical obligation to combat climate change. 
And since sexism evidently harms the capacity 
to act rationally in this regard, we need to 
clarify and transform the perceived 
relationship between climate change, gender 
stereotypes, and rationality. 

 Like all gender gaps, this one is the result of 
deceptive and biased thinking – the opposite of 
rationality. It is this, not emotion, that 
undermines reason. Emotions make us human, 
not irrational. Bias, whatever its cause, is what 
makes us incapable of objectivity, and it 
underlies the entrenched gender stereotype 
that women are emotional while men are 
rational. This stereotype is a well-known cause 
of gender inequality. But a point that is seldom 
addressed is how the stereotype relies on an 
idea of rationality that is limited in the first 
place. 

 Rationality is not simply “the ability to use 
knowledge to attain goals,” as the cognitive 
and evolutionary psychologist Steven Pinker 
argues in his book Rationality: What It Is, Why 
It Seems Scarce, Why It Matters. Nor is it 
merely a philosophical concept to submit to 
logical and metaphysical examinations. 
Rationality has also become an overarching 
moral framework with deep sociopolitical 
implications. Our understanding of rationality 
can influence political strategy, shape policy 
design, and inform our relationship with the 
natural world. We can’t change these domains 
without questioning our understanding of 
rationality. 

 The eco gender gap clearly demonstrates how 
rationality functions as a moral framework, 
and why it needs rethinking. A research project 
in Sweden found a correlation between a 
“sturdy belief in … science rationality” and 
climate skepticism among a group of 
influential older men in academia, indicating 
that the problem extends well beyond far-right 
influencers like Tate. The rationalism of the 
Enlightenment was of course at the root of 
industrialization and the evolution of 
modernity. Despite its many important 
contributions, however, it is also a significantly 
oppressive framework. 

 From dualism and techno-solutionism to 
effective altruism and international 
development models, our world is shaped by a 
scientific doctrine stemming from the idea that 
rationality is strictly to do with data, 
quantification, analytics, and methodological 
sense-making, and that these traits are tied to 
whiteness, masculine identity, and separation 
from nature. 

 There are other ways to think about rationality, 
and we need them desperately. The German 
philosopher Jürgen Habermas, for example, 
distinguishes between what he refers to as 
“communicative rationality,” which views 
rationality as depending on successful 
communication and a consensus of actors, and 
“cognitive-instrumental rationality,” the 
mechanistic type of rationality that shapes 
modern society. 

 Among the feminist, postcolonial, and pan-
African spaces where I work, there are 
numerous important critiques of rationality. 
One such body of work was created by the black 
feminist thinker Audre Lorde, who wrote about 
the “non-european consciousness” that 
elucidates reality not only through rationalizing 
but also through phenomena such as the erotic 
and the poetic. 

 I experienced the latter during lockdown, when 
I had climate-related nightmares – perhaps the 
most vivid being a sudden hailstorm on a sunny 
summer beach. These could be described as a 
type of eco-poetic rationality that the political 
theorist Stephanie Erev refers to as “feeling the 
vibrations.” Sure, conventional rational 
thought can explain unexpected weather 
changes, but when I learned that many others 
were having climate dreams, too, I could not 
discard this eco-poetic way of knowing as 
irrelevant to the broader discussion of the 
planetary crisis. 

 To be clear, I am not a relativist when it comes 
to knowledge. I don’t believe that all ways of 
knowing are equal in every context. There are 
instances when objectivity and impartiality 
should be privileged, especially when questions 
concern scientific knowledge. But when it 
comes to knowledge itself, we need to embrace 
multiple perspectives and a pluralist approach 
to reduce normative biases. Even if all ways of 
knowing are not equal in every context, they are 
all relevant. 

 For as long as I can remember, my temperament 
has been informed by a need to break free of 
social norms. When I first started exploring 
feminism as a tool for doing so, I thought of 
these norms as structural: patriarchy, white 
supremacy, neo-colonialism. But I increasingly 
recognized that the prison was also intellectual, 
in the truest sense of the word: relating to what, 
why, and how we know. Thus, to break free from 
structures of oppression, one must fight for an 
intellectual revolution as well, by returning to 
the source of knowledge itself. 

 In a world confronting what many are calling a 
“polycrisis,” disrupting the dominant 
framework of rationality with an intersectional 
approach to knowledge is not only a feminist 
ideal. As the Tate-Thunberg exchange reminds 
us, it is necessary for humanity and the planet to 
flourish. 
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Closing the Eco Gender Gap

By Minna Salami

Privileges to TRH Trading Corporation 
undermines trust ( A Repeat)
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Op-ed

  

RIDGETOWN/BERLIN – We must face, and act upon, an inconvenient truth. The 

Bimpact of human activities on Earth’s geology and ecosystems is threatening the 
foundations of life on our planet and decades of progress in human development. 

We are acting counter to the goals of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development – a future that guarantees a decent life for all. Our survival and continued 
prosperity demand structural change and immediate action. 

 Scientists warn that breaching planetary boundaries will trigger tipping points, leading 
to irreversible damage and a catastrophic decline of natural systems. Collapsing fish 
stocks, melting permafrost, rising antimicrobial resistance, and the loss of tropical 
rainforests are just a few examples of trends that are undermining the foundation of 
development. While large-scale, acute disasters tend to attract the most attention, 
the ongoing depletion of valuable natural assets (including aquifers, air, and soil) does 
not generate headlines but has become a chronic burden for the world’s poorest 
communities. 

 These global challenges are also deepening economic inequality between and within 
countries and exacerbating social exclusion. This not only defies the Sustainable 
Development Agenda’s principle of leaving no one behind; it also impedes the poverty 
reduction that comes from inclusive economic growth, undermines the social contract 
in rich and poor countries alike, and threatens global security.
 
 No country alone can tackle these transboundary problems. Moreover, they are 
increasingly correlated with other risks, such as massive supply-chain disruptions. All 
these issues are born of an economic system that has turned out to be more fragile than 
many thought. Whereas properly functioning systems are able to manage and absorb 
risks, our current system is doing the opposite. 
 The world needs a global system that engenders security, promotes sustainability, and 
absorbs shocks. To achieve it, the international community could begin by making a 
handful of practical changes this year, starting at the Spring Meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

 First, as part of the World Bank’s “evolution” (which shareholders called for in October 
2022), we need to modernize its mission by elevating sustainability and resilience as 
core institutional goals, and by strengthening its analyses and operations to address 
new transboundary challenges. 

 We know that for every $1 invested in sustainability and resilience today, there are $4-
7 in savings down the line. But to usher in a new paradigm of resilience and 
sustainability, we must incorporate these principles into operational, lending, and 
debt-sustainability models with appropriate incentives and accounting standards. 
Many reforms and investments can have positive cross-border spillovers. But we will 
need new and stronger incentives – both analytical and financial – to promote national 
investment in global public goods, and to support countries with their conservation 
efforts. 

 We also need to explore all our options for boosting multilateral development banks’ 
financing capacity. The key, here, is to leverage existing capital while preserving these 
institutions’ AAA ratings and countercyclical lending capacity. As the G20 Capital 
Adequacy Review showed, MDBs can increase their risk appetite and boost financing 
volumes by lowering their minimum equity ratios. Similarly, we welcome proposals 
calling for an issuance of non-voting hybrid capital to boost lending at still-lower 
concessional rates – to be provided either by a shareholder “coalition of the willing” or 
through sales to private investors. 

 We also need to explore our options for re-channeling special drawing rights (SDRs, the 
IMF’s reserve asset) to boost the capital stock of international financial institutions. 
The IMF’s new Resilience and Sustainability Trust is based on this premise and 
represents a promising first step toward maximizing the effectiveness of SDR 
allocations. But, given the challenges, the size of the trust is currently too small. We 
also call on MDBs and development finance institutions to propose additional options – 
as the African and Inter-American Development Banks have already begun to do. Either 
way, MDBs must do far more to leverage their balance sheets.
 
 Separately, MDBs must also use their balance sheets to catalyze private investment in 
the transition to low-carbon energy, transportation, and agriculture throughout the 
developing world. Without efforts to lower the cost of capital of these investments at 
sufficient scale, global warming will hurtle past 1.5° Celsius, triggering cascading 
effects. 

 Finally, we urge all lenders and borrowers – including the development banks and 
private-sector creditors – to include or accept natural-disaster and pandemic clauses in 
financing instruments. These provisions are present-value neutral, on net, and they 
offer valuable support to countries by allowing them to ensure sufficient liquidity when 
they need it most. 

 The scientific consensus about climate change and biodiversity loss is overwhelming. 
But we urgently need to translate this understanding into a new economic paradigm at 
the international financial institutions. At this year’s Spring Meetings, the World Bank 
and its shareholders must recognize that the provision of global public goods is 
essential to the fight against poverty more broadly. In the face of an existential climate 
crisis, the only path forward is through sustainability and resilience. We must 
modernize our institutions accordingly. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.   www.project-syndicate.org

Financing Global Survival

By Svenja Schulze,
Mia Amor Mottley Indian Business Chamber donates rice

and other food materials to prison system 

Justice Min. Cllr. Frank Musa Dean and officials receive donationJustice Min. Cllr. Frank Musa Dean and officials receive donationJustice Min. Cllr. Frank Musa Dean and officials receive donation

Jeety chats with Justice Min. Cllr. Dean Jeety chats with Justice Min. Cllr. Dean Jeety chats with Justice Min. Cllr. Dean 

Partial view of the donation exercise Partial view of the donation exercise Partial view of the donation exercise 

Donated food and non - food items Donated food and non - food items Donated food and non - food items 

Mr. Jeety and members of the Indian Business Chamber Mr. Jeety and members of the Indian Business Chamber Mr. Jeety and members of the Indian Business Chamber 
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S
uspended Health 
Ministry officials are 
d e m a n d i n g  a n  

immediate audit to clarify an 
a c c u s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  
a l l e g e d l y  m i s u s e d  
US$801,693.00 given to the 
Margibi County Health Team. 

The US$801,693.00 was 
reportedly given as part of 
the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) Health Service 
Assistance to the Ministry of 
Health.

It was allegedly given 
through the Fixed Amount 
Reimbursement Agreement 
(FARA) Program, but that 
Money is said to have been 
allegedly misused by the 
Margibi County Health Team 
administrators.

There have been claims 
that Margibi County Health 
Officer (CHO) Dr. Augustine 

Nyankun Fannieh and other 
senior staff of the County 
Hea l t h  Team a l l e ged l y  
discussed their involvement in 
the alleged financial scandal.

The scandal allegedly 
involved fraudulent billings 
and the collection of kickbacks 
from vendors.

Other accused of being 
involved include the County 
Health Services Administrator, 
Leroy Darworzia, County 
Health Services Department 
Director, James Tamba Varney, 
Compliance Officer, George Y. 
Gaykpua, Finance Officer, 
Roland M. Reeves, Assistant 
Finance Officer, Kusie E. David, 
and Procurement Officer, 
Dornuu Horace.

But Margibi County Health 
Services Department Director 
Mr. James Tamba Varney 
categorically denied the 
allegations in an interview with 
journalists Friday, 17 February 

2023.
The scandal, reportedly 

captured in an audio recording 
from a reported senior staff 
meeting, allegedly occurred 
more than f ive months 
ago.There are rumors that a rift 
grew out of concerns over the 
alleged unfair distributions of 
kickbacks from alleged corrupt 
dealings.

On the contrary, Margibi 
County  Heal th  Serv ices  
Department Director Mr. James 
Tamba Varney explained that at 
no time did the Margibi County 
Health team ever receive the 
amount of US$801,693.00 from 
the Ministry of Health as part of 
FARA funding to the County 
Health Team.Speaking to 
reporters on Friday, Varney 
denied the fraud allegations 
brought against officials of the 
Ma r g i b i  Coun t y  Hea l t h  
Team.Mr. Varney, one of the 
suspended Health Officials, has 
challenged the Government of 
Liberia (GOL) through the 
Ministry of Health to conduct 
an immediate audit into the 
a l l e ged  m i su se  o f  t he  
US$801,693.00.

"Let me tell this to the 
journalists, at no time did we 
receive such money toward 
that program. The Ministry has 
[not] given us a dime," he 
alleged.

"Since ... my life, I have 
never held such money. [I] will 
receive it and come tell you 
that the County Health Team 
didn't receive any money?" he 

more headline news       more headline news 

olice in Ganta, 

PNimba County have 
arrested a notorious 

Ivorian armed robber who is 
alleged to have been involved 
in series of robberies in the 
commercial city.The alleged 
robber, Abu Weamie 38, was 
arrested at his girlfriend’s 
house in Ganta after police 
put up a wanted notice for 
him in the city.Weamie was 
said to have been involved in 
the robbery that led to the 
death of Nimba’s promising 
football star Victor Sabu 
Yenglee.

The Ivorian national was 
said to have narrowly 
escaped death at the hands of 
angry mob after a failed 
robbery at the home of one 
Harney Kerkulah, a local 
resident.Our reporter says 
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  
suspected notorious Ivorian 
criminal has increased armed 
robbery activities in Ganta. 
His arrest brings to eight the 
number of armed robbery 

suspects that have been 
arrested in the city in recent 
times.Residents of Ganta 
including travellers have been 
affected by the increase in 
armed robbery activities in the 
city. The increased in armed 
robbery activities prompted the 

government to deploy officers 
of the Police Support Unity 
( P S U )  i n  t h e  b o o m i n g  
commercial city.Our Nimba 
County correspondent who 
visited the Liberia - Ivorian 

border said villagers were 
celebrating the arrest of 
Weamie by whom they have 
been victimized.

Few weeks ago, travellers 
from the South -Eastern part of 
the country were robbed of 
their belongings including huge 

cash at gun point.Residents of 
Ganta including traveller’s and 
businesspeople have extended 
gratitude to the government 
for assigning armed officers in 
the city.

T
he Liberia Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
(LERC) has been ranked 

10th in the 2022 Electricity 
Regulatory Index (ERI) for Africa. 
The LERC accomplished this feat 
in less than a year after it was 
ranked 37th in the 2021 ERI for 
Africa report.

The 2022 ERI report covered 
43 countries in Africa with 45 
confirmed regulatory authorities 
and institutions, participating in 
the assessment process, which 
was based on well-developed 
e l e c t r i c i t y  r e g u l a t o r y  
frameworks, the capacity to 
e x e r c i s e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
regulatory overs ight and 
authority on the regulated 
entities, and the ability to 
achieve measurable outcomes.

The report is the fifth edition, 
and it measures the level of 

development of electricity 
sector regulatory frameworks in 
African countries and the 
c a p a c i t y  o f  r e g u l a t o r y  
authorities to effectively carry 
out their relevant functions and 
duties against international 
standards and best practice.

The ERI is a composite index 
composed of three pillars: 
Regulatory Governance Index 
(RGI), Regulatory Substance 
Index (RSI) and Regulatory 
Outcome Index (ROI). 

The  RG I  a s se s se s  the  
institutional and legal design of 
the regulatory framework, 
within which the regulator’s 
mandate is established. The RSI 
evaluates how well electricity 
sector regulators are carrying 
out their mandate by developing 
and implementing the practices 
and processes that affect 
regulatory outcomes while, the 
ROI  measures,  f rom the 
perspectives of distribution 

u t i l i t y  c o m p a n i e s  a n d / o r  
consumers, the degree to which the 
regulator has a positive or negative 
impact on the sector.

The Chairman of the Board of 
Commissioners (BoC) Dr. Lawrence 
D. Sekajipo, reacting to the report, 
described the index rating as a 
testament to the quality of work 
the Commission has been doing in 
the last two years to reform the 
electricity sector in Liberia. 

Dr. Sekajipo thanked the 
Government of Liberia, the United 
States Government through the 
Millennium Corporation, European 
Union, ECOWAS Regional Electricity 
Regulatory Authority (ERERA), 
stakeholders, and development 
partners for their continuous 
support since the creation of the 
Commission. 

“This ranking is a motivation and 
the LERC is ready and prepared to 

move further up the rankings and 
become a leader in electricity 
regulation on the African continent 
and the world at large”, the 
Chairman of the BoC asserted. 

In another development, the 
ECOWAS Regional Electricity 
Regulatory Authority (ERERA) has 
conducted an Analysis of Licensing 
Procedures in ECOWAS Member 
States, in which Liberia was 
commended for having well 
defined, complete, and publicized 
licensing frameworks, serving as 
one of the best examples among the 
analyzed West African Countries. 
The ERERA analysis concluded that 
Liberia’s licensing process may 
serve as one of the model processes 
that could be used by other ECOWAS 
member states should they want to 
develop their process from the 
scratch or improve it; and describes 
Liberia’s import license and its 
terms and conditions as a valued 
model.
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Suspended health officials demand audit 
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POSITIONS: 1.  Executive Chairperson/Chief Executive (1 person)

2.  Executive Vice Chairperson (1 person)

3.  Commissioners (5 persons)

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Thursday, February 9, 2023

 

  

  

This Vacancy Announcement is for all

 

the above positions at the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission 
(LACC).

 

A. Introduction:

 

The Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC) is the agency of government that is leading the fight against 
corruption in Liberia. The Commission was established in 2008, through an Act of the Legislature. Among others, 
LACC has the mandate to prevent corruption as well as investigate and prosecute all corruption related cases and 
offences. In July 2022, the 2008 Law creating the Commission was amended and restated, thus creating a new Liberia 
Anti-Corruption Commission to be managed by a seven-member board

 

of commissioners, instead of the five (5) 
provided for in the 2008 Act. More broadly, LACC works with state and non-state actors to champion the fight 
against corruption in Liberia so that public resources are judiciously allocated and managed in ways that serve the 
best interest of the general public.

 
 

Pursuant to Chapter 6.10 of the Amended LACC Act, recently, the President of the Republic of Liberia, His 
Excellency George M. Weah, Sr.

 

constituted an Ad-hoc Committee for the pre-selection of candidates for seven (7) 
commissioner positions at the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC).

 

B.

 

Update:

 
 

In line with its mandate, the Committee

 

commenced work and began

 

seeking applications for the positions of 
Executive

 

Chairperson (1 person); Executive Vice Chairperson (1 person) and Commissioners (5 persons). However, 
due to a petition filed with the Honorable Supreme Court, the Committee’s work was temporarily stayed. Now that 
the Honorable Supreme Court has ruled denying the petition, the Committee has resumed its work, and in the spirit 
of inclusiveness, is giving

 

other

 

qualified Liberians the chance to participate in the process for fourteen (14) days 
from Friday, February 10, 2023 –

 

Thursday, February 23, 2023.

  
 

The Committee

 

is

 

seeking applications for the

 

following positions

 

as described below:

 

1. EXECUTIVE CHAIRPERSON/CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (1 Position):

(a) Core Mandate of the Executive Chairperson:

 
 

Pursuant to Part 8 of the July 2022 amended LACC Act, the Executive Chairperson shall head the administration 
and management of the Commission, providing overall leadership and oversight in ensuring proper functioning 
of the institution. He/she will work with other Commissioners, the Secretariat of the Commission, other staffs, 
consultants, and external partners to ensure that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft 
institution in Liberia. This entails implementing appropriate measures and undertaking programs aimed at 
investigating, prosecuting, combating, and preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about 
the ills of corruption and the benefits of eradication. He/she shall also improve the integrity, transparency, and 
credibility of the LACC.

 
 

  
 

 

Ad-hoc Committee for the Recruitment of

Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission 

(LACC) Commissioners 
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(b) Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Executive Chairperson:

In providing overall direction and leadership for the LACC, in line with the Amended LACC Act, the specific 
responsibilities of the Executive Chairperson of the LACC shall be:

 

1.

 

Serve as the Chief Executive Officer and spokesperson of the Commission, and be responsible, along with 
other commissioners, acting as a body, for the implementation of approved policies and programs of the 
Commission;

 

2.

 

Control, supervise, and direct the administrative operation of the Commission;
3.

 

Preside over all meetings of both the Commission and the Management Team of the Commission;
4.

 

For the purposes of carrying out the functions of his/her office, have the powers to act, contract, and sign 
instruments and documents for the Commission and may, with the approval of the other commissioners 
acting as a body, delegate such power to other officers;

 

5.

 

Perform any other assignment(s)/function(s) for and on behalf of the institution, prescribed by law or as may 
be necessary.

 
 

(c)

 

Required Qualifications:

 

Education

 

-

 

A Law Degree from an accredited university (locally and internationally), including any advanced 
certification(s) in the legal profession.

 
 

Experience

 

-

 

The applicant must be a Lawyer with not less than 5 years of active experience as a trial lawyer or 
judge. Additionally, other relevant experience in the legal and other related professions will be highly desirable.

2.

 

EXECUTIVE VICE CHAIRPERSON (1 person)

 

(a)

 

Core Mandate of the Executive Vice Chairperson:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the 2022 amended LACC Act, the Vice Executive Chairperson shall assist the 
Executive Chairperson to be the administrative and technical head of the LACC, providing overall leadership 
and oversight in ensuring proper functioning of the institution. He/she will aid the Chairperson in working with 
other Commissioners, the Secretariat of the Commission, other staffs, consultants, and external partners to ensure 
that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft institution in Liberia. This entails implementing 
and undertaking appropriate measures and programs aimed at investigating, prosecuting, combating, and 
preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about the ills of corruption and the benefits of 
eradication.

 

(b)

 

Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Executive Vice Chairperson:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the New LACC Act, in addition to being the principal deputy to the Executive 
Chairperson of the Commission, the Executive Vice Chairperson shall be directly responsible for the Department 
of Education and Prevention. The specific responsibilities of the Executive Vice Chairperson shall be:

1.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Education and Prevention of the Commission;
2.

 

Assist the Executive Chairperson to provide overall leadership for the institution;
3.

 

Act as acting Executive Chairperson, in the absence of the Executive Chairperson;
4.

 

Without limiting the generality of his

 

power and authority, as head of the Department of Education and 
Prevention, be responsible to undertake research into the causes, manifestation and dimensions of corruption 
in Liberia; 

 

5.

 

Advise on approaches, program and practices needed to be adopted by the Government of Liberia, private 
and public institutions, organizations and entities to prevent and combat corruption; 

6.

 

Design and implement programs aimed at educating and sensitizing the public about the menace of 
corruption and its debilitating effect on the social fabric of Liberia and the economy of Liberia and what 
should be done to prevent and combat corruption;

 

7.

 

Perform any other assignment(s) for and on behalf of the institution, as may be required by law and or 
directed/prescribed by the Executive

 

Chairperson.
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(c)
 
Required Qualifications:
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Education

 

-

 

A Degree in Accounting or other relevant qualification from an accredited university or higher 
institution of learning (locally or internationally). He/she shall be a certified member of the Liberia Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants or the equivalent membership from recognized international body.

Experience

 

-

 

A professional Auditor or Accountant with not less than 5-year professional experience as a 
Forensic Auditor or an Accountant .

 

3.

 

COMMISSIONERS (5 persons)

 

(a)

 

Core Mandate of the Commissioners:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the July 2022 amended LACC Act, there shall be five (5) Commissioners, in addition 
to the other

 

two (who shall serve as Executive Chairperson and Vice Executive Chairperson). Acting as a body, 
along with the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, the five Commissioners will make and implement policies for 
smooth running of the institution.  Three of the five Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the 
Department of Monitoring and Investigation of the Commission, while the other two (2) Commissioners shall 
be jointly responsible for the Department of Prosecution of the Commission.  Together, they shall assist the 
Executive Chairperson and Executive Vice Chairperson in working with the Secretariat, other staffs, and external 
partners to ensure that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft institution in Liberia. This 
entails implementing appropriate measures and programs aimed at investigating, prosecuting, combating, and 
preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about the ills of corruption and the benefits of 
eradication.

 

(b)

 

Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Commissioners:

Three of the five Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the Department of Monitoring and Investigation 
of the Commission, while the other

 

two (2) Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the Department of 
Prosecution of the Commission.  The specific responsibilities of the five Commissioners shall be to:

Department of Monitoring and Investigation (3 Commissioners):

 

1.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Monitoring and Investigation;
2.

 

monitor all suspicious acts of corruption and for investigating acts of corruption to determine whether there 
is probable cause that any

 

person or organization or entity is engaged in acts of corruption;
3.

 

File reports of its monitoring activities and investigations to the Executive Chairperson and the Department 
of Prosecution;

 

Department of Prosecution (2 Commissioners)

 

4.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Prosecution;
5.

 

Evaluate the investigative reports from the Department of Monitoring and Investigation to determine 
whether the evidence produced by the reports present probable cause that the person(s), organization(s) 
and/or entity(ies), who/which were subject of the monitoring/investigation were engaged in acts of 
corruption;

6. Prosecute such person(s), organization(s) and entity(ies) whenever a determination is made that any act of 
corruption has been committed. Provided that the Department of Prosecution shall present its findings in a 
report to the entire Board of Commissioners, which shall make a decision thereon by a majority vote of all 
commissioners, including the Executive Chairperson as a member of the majority, and in the absence or 
incapacity of the Executive Chairperson, the Vice Executive Chairperson;

7. Perform any other tasks for and on behalf of the Commission, prescribed by law or as may be assigned or 
determined by the Chairperson/leadership of the Commission.

(c) Required Qualifications:

Education - The applicant must have an undergraduate or graduate degree(s) from an accredited university or 
higher institution of learning (locally or internationally). This includes any qualification and professional 
certification as well as professional experience in one or more of the followings fields: law, law enforcement, 
criminal justice, accounting, internal control, compliance, and transparency and access to information. 
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Experience  -  Interested Applicants must have minimum  five years professional experience as a lawyer, anti-
corruption professional, accountant, auditor, criminal justice professional, or in any other related 
professions/fields.

 

Also, where necessary, applicants for these positions must be members in good standing with 
their respective professional bodies/societies such as the Liberia National Bar Association (LNBA), Liberian 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (LICPA), among others.

 

Experience in advocacy for integrity and good 
governance, prevention and combating of corruption and its related social menace will be desirable, but not 
necessary.

 
 

C.

 

Additional Requirements, Core Skills and Competencies:

 
 

Each applicant for the above-mentioned positions

 

of the LACC must be a Liberian citizen of minimum thirty (30) 
years of age and with good moral character.

 

He/she must have the following core skills and competencies:

 

✓

 

Computer literacy, especially in Microsoft Office Suite

 

✓

 

Be knowledgeable about the use of key Accounting Software and Packages (applicable to Vice Chairperson)
✓

 

Proficiency in written and spoken English

 

✓

 

Proven strong analytical skills, excellent team building and interpersonal skills 
✓

 

Integrity and high moral standards, respect for gender, diversity, and inclusion
✓

 

Result-based planning, management, and leadership

 

✓

 

Developing, empowering, and getting the best out of others

 

✓

 

Effective and efficient management of performance and resources

 
 

D.

 

Salary and benefits: shall be in line with government-approved salary and benefits for said or similar 
position(s).

 
 

E.

 

Application Requirements:

 
 

1.

 

A cover letter detailing applicant’s interest in the position.

  

2.

 

Maximum two-page statement on the applicant’s vision for the position and institution.
3.

 

At least one copy of all relevant degree(s) and professional certification(s).
4.

 

Curriculum Vitae with all relevant information and details, including at least three references, their contacts, 
and contact

 

authorization.

 

5.

 

A letter of permission to request attestation from the university(ies) or any higher learning institution from 
which candidate graduated.

 

6.

 

Copy of a passport, national ID card and police clearance.

 
  

F.

 

Application Procedure: 

 
 

All applications must be submitted ONLINE ONLY to the adhoc committee for pre-selecting LACC 
Commissioners via the following email address: adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com.  The cover letter and 
subject of the email shall clearly state the position for which the applicant is applying. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

APPLICANTS WHO PREVIOUSLY APPLY TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS:
adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com DO NOT HAVE TO REAPPLY EXCEPT FOR SUBMITTING 
OTHER RELEVANT DOCUMENTS AS THEIR APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AND 
REVIEWED. HOWEVER, APPLICANTS WHO PREVIOUSLY APPLY TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS 
adhoccommittee2022@gmail.com HAVE TO REAPPLY OR FORWARD THEIR INITIAL APPLICATION 
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS: adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com FOR CONSIDERATION.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023 @ Midnight.

NOTE: FEMALE CANDIDATES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.
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L
e chef du Conseil 
national des chefs et 
de s  anc iens  du  

Libéria, le chef Zanzan 
Karwor, a rejeté une rumeur 
selon laquelle le Conseil 
soutiendrait le président 
George Manneh Weah et le 

régime de la Coalition pour le 
Changement Démocratique 
(CDC).

“Le Conseil des chefs et 
des anciens est un organe 
indépendant et neutre. Nous 
ne soutenons pas le président 
W e a h  c o m m e  é t a n t  
largement diffusé dans le 
public par les membres de 
l'opposition", a-t-il déclaré le 
vendredi 17 février 2023.

Le chef Karwor a tenu une 
conférence de presse au 
cours du week-end au bureau 

du Conseil à McDonald Street dans 
le centre de Monrovia pour 
dissiper la rumeur.S'adressant aux 
journalistes, le chef Karwor a 
expliqué que la loi créant le 
Conseil des chefs et des anciens 
fait du Conseil est un organe 
neutre qui ne devrait avoir 

aucune influence sur la politique 
du pays.

Il a soutenu que la loi donne au 
président la responsabilité de 
protéger et de préserver la 
culture du pays.

"Un paragraphe de la loi stipule 
que nous devons propager les 
messages du gouvernement et 
que nous devons servir de bras 
consultatif à tout gouvernement 
qui prendra le pouvoir de l'État", a 
déclaré le chef Karwor.Comment 
tout a commencé?

Selon le chef Zanzan Karwor, la 

rumeur a commencé à se 
répandre lorsque lui et ses 
lieutenants ont honoré une 
invitation du parti au pouvoir 
pour assister à la cérémonie de 
soutien à la candidature du 
président Weah au stade 
Antoinette Tubman.

(ATS) dans le centre de 
Monrovia."Nous ne sommes 
pas des contrevenants comme 
les gens violent la Constitution 
de ce pays. Notre mandat 
stipule que nous devons 
transmettre les messages du 
gouvernement, alors je dois 
être avec le gouvernement où 
qu'il se trouve", a déclaré le 
chef Karwor.

“J’ai utilisé la loi créant le 
Conseil des chefs et des 
anciens pour régler les 
différends entre l'ancien juge 
en chef Francis S. Korkpor et 
l'ancien président de la 
C h a m b r e ,  a u j o u r d ' h u i  
sénateur du comté de Margibi 
Emmanuel Nuquay, sous le 
r é g i m e  d e  l ' a n c i e n n e  
présidente Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf”, a-t-il dit.De plus, le 
chef Karwor a déclaré qu'il a 
utilisé la même loi pour régler 
un autre différend entre 
l'ancien président Alex Tyler et 
l'ancienne présidente Sirleaf. 
C’est grâce aux anciens, selon 
lui, que M. Tyler n’a pas quitté 
son poste de président."Les 
Libériens sont imbus d'eux-
mêmes, probablement parce 

o u r  a i d e r  l a  

Pjeunesse libérienne 
des zones rurales à 

se former à l'informatique, 
Jeremiah Lloyd Cooper va à 
leur rencontre avec un 
minibus équipé d'une dizaine 
d'ordinateurs portables.Un 
pimpant minibus jaune se 
gare à l'ombre d'un arbre 
fromager rouge devant une 
école secondaire de Ganta, 
dans le nord du Liberia. Mais 
il n'est pas venu pour 
ramener les enfants à la 
maison.

L'arrière du véhicule dans 
le dos du conducteur est vide 
de banquettes. Tout le long 
des vitres s'étire un plan de 
travail sur lequel sont 
d i s po sé s  une  d i z a i ne  
d'ordinateurs portables 
so igneusement a l ignés 
devant des chaises. Des 
écoliers et des écolières en 
uniforme tout juste sortis de 
leur s  cour s  hab i tue l s  
montent alors dans le 
minibus et s'assoient devant 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

les laptops pour apprendre à s'en 
servir.

Jeremiah Lloyd Cooper, un 
technicien de l'information et des 
télécommunications âgé de 36 
ans, a lancé ce "Computer Lab on 
Wheels" ("salle informatique sur 
roues", ou "weblabomobile") en 
novembre.

Ayant travaillé dans des 
cybercafés de la région, il a fait 
v œ u  d e  c o n n e c t e r  l e s  
communautés rurales, et obtenu 
un financement de 40.000 dollars 

du Programme des Nations 
unies pour le développement 
(PNUD) pour créer sa start-up, 
N e w  B r e e d  Te c h  H u b  
( l i t t é r a l e m e n t  " P ô l e  
technolog ique nouvel le  
formule"). "On peut aller 
n'importe où et former les 
enfants, les jeunes, les 
femmes dans des endroits 
d é l a i s s é s " ,  d i t - i l . S o n  
entreprise a déjà dispensé le 

Des rumeurs selon lesquelles l’opposition a entrepris des 
pourparlers politiques frénétiques en vue de raviver la 
Collaboration des partis politiques (CPP), une coalition 
politique de l’opposition désintégrée, ont saturé l'air tant dans 
le pays qu'à l'étranger, en prélude aux élections d'octobre.

Des discussions auraient été organisées par des parties et des 
individus dont l’intention est de ramener les deux principaux 
dirigeants de l'opposition, M. Alexander B. Cummings du 
Congrès national alternatif et l'ancien vice-président Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai du Parti de l'unité et d’autres opposants 
partageant les mêmes idées autour d’une table pour former un 
front commun contre le président sortant George Manneh 
Weah.

Si ces rumeurs sont avérées, nous ne ferons qu’espérer que 
cette fois-ci, toutes les parties viendront à la table ronde avec 
une intention claire. En fait, il serait dangereux, très 
dangereux, si à huit mois des élections des judas s’infiltraient 
au milieu des gens bien intentionnés sous prétexte de former 
un front commun alors qu'ils ont une arrière-pensée.

Certains individus de l'opposition sont bien responsables de 
l'effondrement de la CPP. Et ils sont toujours là. Encore faut-il 
qu’ils soient surveillés avec des yeux d'aigle pendant que l’on 
entreprend ce dernier effort pour créer un front d'opposition 
uni. Ces gens seront plus que perfides pour faire avancer leurs 
motivations, d’autant plus que la Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique au pouvoir est prête à faire un effort 
supplémentaire pour fragmenter et affaiblir l'opposition avant 
les élections.

Nous nous souvenons de la déclaration de Ganta faite à l’issue 
de la rencontre où des gens comme le sénateur Prince Yormie 
Johnson, l'homme d'affaires Benoni W. Urey, Alexander B. 
Cummings, Joseph Nyumah Boakai et feu Me Charles Walker 
Brumskine, se sont réunis contre M. Weah et son CDC en 2017. 
Mais le mariage s'est effondré avant même le premier tour du 
scrutin.

L'opposition a intérêt à ne pas prendre pour argent comptant le 
désaccord apparent entre le sénateur Prince Yormie Johnson 
et le président George Weah, car l'homme PYJ n'est pas un 
poisson-chat dans l'eau. Il est glissant et difficile à cerner. En 
d'autres termes, il est hautement imprévisible et peu fiable. Il 
a laissé tomber le CDC en 2011 avant de finalement apporter 
son soutien au président Weah en 2017.

Ces discussions qui ont été engagées dans les coulisses en ce 
moment ne sont pas nouvelles. En tout cas les interlocuteurs 
s’y connaissent déjà. Ils y étaient allés et avaient réussi, 
comme en ont témoigné les résultats de l'élection sénatoriale 
spéciale du 8 décembre 2021 qu’a perdues le parti au pouvoir 
dans le comté de Montserrado, son fief d’antan, au profit de 
l'opposition.

Nous sommes encouragés par les derniers efforts visant à 
réunir l'opposition, car il est bon de le faire afin que l'électorat 
puisse avoir une meilleure opportunité de choisir des 
dirigeants qui représenteront leurs intérêts.

Réduire le nombre de candidats à la présidentielle et de partis 
politiques rend la démocratie plus forte et compétitive. Nous 
exhortons les acteurs clés à enterrer leur ego et à placer le 
Libéria au-dessus de tous les autres intérêts dans ces 
discussions.

Si la CPP est véritablement révisée et renforcée avant le début 
de l'opération d’enrôlement des électeurs et de la campagne, 
nous croyons fermement que l'objectif de chasser le président 
Weah du pour aura déjà été atteint.

Éditorial
Les rumeurs d’un front commun 
de l’opposition ravivent l’espoir

CONT’D ON PAGE 9CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Le chef Zanzan Karwor 
s’en prend à l'opposition

Au Liberia, apprendre 
l'informatique à l'arrière du bus
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e 36e sommet des chefs d’États de l’Union africaine s’est 

Lachevé dimanche 19 février à Addis-Abeba, en Éthiopie. Les 
protagonistes ont adopté des dizaines de décisions, 

déclarations, résolutions et autres motions qui avaient été âprement 
discutées au sein du Conseil exécutif de l’organisation. Azali 
Assoumani, le président comorien, a lui pris la tête de l’UA pour un 
an. Tour d’horizon de ce rendez-vous.Les dizaines de textes adoptés 
dimanche 19 février vont d’une décision sur le rapport du président 
rwandais Paul Kagame sur les réformes institutionnelles de l’Union 
africaine à une motion de remerciements au président sortant, le 
Sénégalais Macky Sall, en passant par une résolution qui revient 
chaque année sur la levée du blocus que les États-Unis imposent à 
Cuba depuis des décennies.Les points qui n’ont pas fait l’objet d’un 
consensus au niveau des ministres avaient été laissés à la discrétion 
des chefs d’États, mais plusieurs d’entre eux restent en suspens. 
C’est le cas pour le statut d’observateur accordé à l’État d’Israël et 
suspendu depuis une année en attendant le rapport d’un comité ad 
hoc qui ne s’est pas réuni jusqu’ici. Les chefs d’États ont donc décidé 
d’attendre ses conclusions. « C’est leur façon d’évacuer un problème 
qui les divise profondément », reconnaît un cadre de l’UA.
Beaucoup de ces documents sont des vœux pieux. « Ils reviennent 
chaque année, quasiment sous la même forme », ajoute la même 
source. Sauf pour celui qui « les préoccupent le plus » dit-elle, en 
parlant du rapport du Conseil paix et sécurité sur les différentes 
crises qui secouent le continent.Organisation d’une conférence de 
réconciliation en Lybie, renforcement des sanctions contre le Mali, le 
Burkina Faso et la Guinée décidé par la Cédéao, ou encore 
appropriation des décisions du mini-sommet sur l’Est de la RDC… Les 
chefs d’États ont suivi le Conseil paix et sécurité. Mais cela ne veut 
pas dire que toutes ces crises vont être résolues d’un coup de 
baguette magique, reconnaît le cadre de l’UA.

L’Union africaine maintient sa « 
t o l é r a n c e  z é r o  »  f a c e  a u x  
changements de pouvoir non-
démocratiques
L’Union africaine a réaffirmé sa 
position, dimanche 19 février, en 
c l ô t u r e  du  3 6e  s ommet  de  
l ’ o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  q u a n t  a u x  
c h a n g e m e n t s  d e  p o u v o i r  
anticonstitutionnels : c’est toujours « 
tolérance zéro ». En amont du rendez-
vous, le Mali, le Burkina Faso et la 
Guinée, suspendus de l’UA et de la 
Cédéao suite à des coups d’État, 
avaient demandé leur réintégration, 
rappelle Florence Morice à Addis-
Abeba. En vain. L’ambassadeur 
Bankole Adeoye, le commissaire paix 
et sécurité de l’Union africaine, l’a à 
nouveau martelé :
« L'assemblée a réaffirmé sa tolérance 
zéro face aux changements de 
gouvernement anticonstitutionnels. 
L'Union africaine maintient qu’elle ne 
tolère, en aucun cas, les méthodes 
non-démocratiques pour accéder au 
pouvoir politique. »
« Le département paix et sécurité de 
la commission est disponible pour 
mobiliser davantage de ressources 
humaines, techniques ou financières 
pour aider ces pays à faire face au 
fléau du terrorisme par le biais de la 
réforme de leur secteur de la sécurité. 
Je voudrais vraiment vous assurer que 
nous ferons tout ce qui est en notre 
pouvoir pour aider ces États membres 
à revenir dans la famille, s’ils 
travaillent de leur côté à restaurer 
l'ordre constitutionnel. »
Samedi 18 février, les pays membres 
de la Cédéao, réunis à Addis-Abeba, 
avaient également décidé de 
maintenir leurs sanctions contre le 
Mali, le Burkina Faso et la Guinée et 
d’imposer en outre des « interdictions 
de voyager » aux membres du 
gouvernement et aux représentants de 
ces pays. En clôture du sommet de 
l’Union africaine.

a task force française Sabre 

Lquitte le sol burkinabè. Une 
cérémonie de remise du 

drapeau burkinabè a été organisée, 
samedi 18 février, au camp militaire 
de Kamboinsin, là où étaient 
stationnées les forces spéciales 
françaises, dans le cadre de la lutte 
contre le terrorisme au Sahel. Cette 
c é r émon i e  f a i t  s u i t e  à  l a  
dénonciation, le mois dernier par le 
gouvernement de la transition 
burkinabè, de l’accord de 2018 
encadrant le stationnement des 
forces spéciales françaises au 
Burkina Faso.
Sur les images diffusées par l’état-
major général des armées burkinabè, 
on peut voir le lieutenant-colonel 
Louis Lecacheur, de la task force 
Sabre, remettre le drapeau 
burkinabè au colonel Adam Néré, 
chef d’état-major de l’armée de 
Terre.
Cette cérémonie de descente des 
drapeaux burkinabè et français 
marque la fin officielle des 
opérations sahéliennes des forces 

spéciales à partir du Burkina Faso.
Depuis plusieurs semaines, un avion gros porteur, Antonov 
124, a été aperçu à l’aéroport d'Ouagadougou, embarquant 
de nombreux containers. « L’essentiel du matériel est déjà 
sorti du pays », atteste un expert des questions de sécurité.   
Selon une source diplomatique occidentale, une grande 
partie des personnels de Sabre a déjà quitté le territoire. 
Sont encore sur place les logisticiens, chargés d’assurer 
l’évacuation du matériel restant.

savoir informatique à un 
millier d'élèves, dit-il. Lui-
même ressent  encore  
l'humiliation subie à son 
premier jour d'université 
quand il s'est présenté à un 
cours de technologie de 
l'information sans savoir 
taper sur un clavier.

"J'ai eu mon bac sans la 
mo indre  conna i s sance  
informatique. Depuis, je 
rêve de partager mes 

connaissances informatiques 
avec des enfants qui passent 
le bac", confie-t-il. Il dit 
demander aux élèves une 
contribution financière 
modique, mais assure arriver 
à dégager des revenus.De 
te l l e s  fo rmat ions  su r  
ordinateur existent surtout à 
Monrovia. Des élèves des 
zones rurales s'y rendent 
exprès pour apprendre. Le 
Liberia, l'un des pays les 
moins développés au monde, 
est aussi à la traîne en 

matière d'internet: seule 26% de 
sa population l'utilisait en 2020, 
contre 70% en Afrique du Sud ou 
90% en Australie, selon la Banque 
mondiale.

La formation proposée par 
New Breed Tech Hub est destinée 
à des apprenants qui ont déjà un 
accès à internet, via le téléphone 
portable par exemple. Ce jour-là, 
Comfort Gbelee, élève de 18 ans 
au lycée J. W. Pearson à Ganta, 
s'entraîne sur le clavier.

"L 'ordinateur, c 'est très 
important, on y écrit plus vite 
qu'au tableau", dit-elle. "Avec les 
cahiers ou au tableau, on fait des 
fautes. Mais les ordinateurs, eux, 
ne se trompent pas". Ce cours 
peut lui changer la vie, croit-elle.

"Il y a beaucoup d'émulation 
chaque fois que nous nous 
rendons dans un nouveau 
groupe", s'émerveille Martin 
Payedoe, l'une des coaches. "Les 
élèves ont envie, ils veulent 
apprendre".

que parler est libre. Mais je 
pense que l 'opposition 
devrait  se concentrer 
davantage sur leur élection 
et éviter de lier le Conseil à 
des commérages", a averti le 
chef Karwor.

"En tant que chef du 
Conseil des chefs et des 
anciens, je connais mon 
éthique. Notre loi appelle à 
la protection et à la 
préservation, y compris la 
propagation des messages du 
gouvernement tout en 
servant de bras consultatif à 
tout gouvernement. Et en 
tant que tel, personne dans 
l'opposition ne devrait oser 
essayer de nous provoquer », 
a-t-il déclaré.

Il a accusé l'opposition 
d'avoir abusé les chances 
qu'elle avait pour n’avoir pas 
rendu visite aux chefs quand 
elle s’est rendue dans les 15 
comtés. Il accuse aussi 
l'opposition de causer des 

problèmes en accusant le Conseil 
des chefs et des anciens de s'être 
arrangés derrière le président 
Weah et son gouvernement.

Le chef Karwor a dit avoir lancé 
un appel passionné pour un 
véhicule, mais pas une seule 
personne de l'opposition n'a pu 
acheter un véhicule pour le 
conseil. C'est le président Weah 
qui a fourni 30 véhicules, 15 
ambulances et 150 motos alors 
que  l ' oppo s i t i on  ne  f a i t  
rien."Opposition, écoutez, quand 
vous avez un programme, 
appelez-nous, nous viendrons. 
Aucune loi ne nous interdit 
d'assister à votre programme", a-
t-i l  déclaré."Nous sommes 
indépendants et nous jouons un 
rôle de mère dans ce pays. Mais si 
vous refusez de nous inviter, ou si 
vous ne vous identifiez pas à nous, 
n'essayez pas de nous accuser 
d'être des partisans du président 
Weah et de son gouvernement", a-
t-il ajouté.
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Le chef Zanzan Karwor 

Au Liberia, apprendre 

Les opérations des troupes françaises au 
Burkina Faso sont officiellement terminées

Union africaine: le bilan et les décisions 
du 36e sommet de l’organisation
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‘’For me, I will like for 
President Weah to help 
Prof. Jones B. Dopoe for 
humanitarian sake. We 
k n o w  t h a t  [ i t ’ s ]  
something that can hurt 
anyone, your father 
pregnant your mother 
and just leave your 
mother like that in that 
struggling [condition],” 

said Momodu Watson.Help 
the person because it’s not 
good to pay evil for evil.  I 
am a strong supporter of 
President Weah, I love him 
and I can always vote for 
him. But in this case, I will 
like to appeal to the 
President to please help 
Prof. Jones B. Dopoe. 

This will set an example 

so that he or other people 
will know that to do bad it’s 
not good. Also you can’t 
pay evil for evil. You do bad 
to me, I will do good for 
you. More especially if you 
believe in God and you’re 
God-fearing,  someone 
can’t do bad to you [and] 
than you do bad to them.So 
I am appealing to President 
Weah, I don’t care how he 
is vex, he should calm 
down. He shouldn’t mind 
what other people will say. 
Let him do it for God’s sake 
and humanitarian sake to 
help the man. Anything 
Prof. Dopoe did to his 
family or he (President 
Weah) is in the past. Let 
him just leave it to God. 

Moreover, President 
Weah is always telling us 
we should remain kind and 
be peaceful. So if he is 
saying the same thing to us, 
then he should also do the 
same. 

Early this month, this paper reported that retired Liberian Professor and folklore musician, Prof. Jones Dopoe claimed to be the 
biological father of the incumbent Liberian President George Manneh Weah. Earlier, this paper also reported that Prof. Dopoe has been 
battling ill-health for a protracted period.  

Following our publications, Liberians have been sharing their views and seeking President Weah’s intervention on Prof. Dopoe’s health 
issue

Topic: Liberian Professor and folklore musician, Prof. Jones Dopoe          By Naneka A. Hoffman

‘’The man is old 
right now. Regarding 
[his statement that] 
that President Weah is 
his biological son, let's 
throw that out,” said 
J. Wadeh Brownell.

Jones B. Dopoe is a 
well-known figure in 
this country. The man 
is a Professor that 
impacted knowledge 
into Liberians, now 
today he is in his dying 
bed. Why can’t Mr. 
Weah help the man? 
[Is it] because the man 
denied him so he will 
not help the man? 

He helped the late 
Chief Administrator of 
Inquirer Newspaper 

Philip Wesseh, and he 
helped other people, so 
why can’t he help the 
man?My appeal to 

President Weah, let him 
help the man so he can 
come to himself. We 
begged him.

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!Advertise with us!

’The Bible says we 

‘shouldn’t pay back. 
I am appealing to 

President Weah, let him 
look into it and help Prof. 
Dopoe, at least for 
Christ’s sake,” said Lee 
Turay.

You can know today, 
but you can’t know 
tomorrow. The reason 
Prof. Dopoe abandoned 
him, that is the reason 
God  mu l t i p l i ed  h i s  
blessings upon President 

Weah. So we appeal to the 
President to help Prof. Jones B. 
Dopoe with his children.

’For me, personally I 

‘have been following 
President Weah’s ways 

of doing things. As long Prof. 
Dopoe denied him in the past, 
and right now he said that 
Pres ident  Weah i s  h i s  
biological son, let President 
Weah help him so that 
President Weah will be able to 
get more blessings,” said 
Andrew Nagbe. 

You know, when somebody 

does bad to you, don’t pay them 
with bad. Do good, that means 
you are lighting the fire on that 
person’s head. So let President 
Weah help him with anything 
that he is able to do that will 
improve his life. Let him do it, 
he shouldn’t wait until the man 
dies. He should do it now so that 
people will say President Weah 
is a man with conscience and 
pure heart. 

’The issue with 

‘Prof. Dopoe and 
President Weah is 

that Jones B. Dopoe came 
up to say President Weah 
is his biological son. My 
issue with President 
Weah, he should consider 
him and help him,” said 
Abraham Sumo.

My call on President 
Weah is for him to please 
forgive Prof. Dopoe and 
help him in his sick bed. 
He shouldn’t wait [until] 
Prof. Dopoe dies before 
he carries his help or 
contribution.

Then it will not be 
useful, [and] then people 
will sit and say all types of 

things about him. He should 
remember that he is a Pastor, every 
Sunday he goes to Church, preaches 
on the pulpit and he is a Peace 
Ambassador.

So I am appealing to him to 
please find space in his heart to 
forgive and come to his rescue. 

                      Momodu Watson

J. Wadeh Brownell

Lee Turay

Andrew Nagbe

Abraham Sumo
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W
ith just weeks to 
kick start the 
v o t e r s ’  

registration process ahead of 

the 2023 general  and 
pres ident ia l  e lect ions,  
a sp i r an t s  have  begun  
encouraging potential voters 
to register and use their cards 
to punish none performing 
lawmakers come October.

Launching his voters’ 
registration awareness in 
Margibi County District #3 
over the weekend at the 
K a k a t a  O l d  C i n e m a ,  
Representative aspirant 
Felesu Swaray told potential 
voters to get out and register 
to use their voting card as an 
instrument of punishment for 
poorly performing officials.

Mr. Swaray who sounded 
more comical said Liberians 
need to have their voting 
cards to enable them to pay 
their  debts  or  punish  
p o l i t i c i a n s  t h a t  h a v e  
deceived them over the 
years.

H e  n o t e d :  “ A t  t h e  
appropriate time, when you 
will be having your voting 
card already, then you ready 
to pay your debt. Ehn you 
know what I telling you? You 
will have to pay your debt; 
the voting card will allow you 

pay your debt. With your card, 
you will punish those that have 
deceived you.”

Highlighting the importance 
of the voter’s card, Mr. Swaray 
said the card is the only 

instrument citizens can use to 
plan their children’s future 
when they decide who lead 
them next. The card, he added 
can also be used to vote out 
leaders they don’t want in the 
upcoming elections.

He further encourages 
citizens to take note of the 
voters’ registration date which 
runs from March 20 to April 9, 
2023. He cautioned that people 
who will not take advantage of 
the opportunity will be left out 
of the leadership decision 
making process in the October 
2023 elections. 

According to him, if they 
missed the opportunity of 
getting the card because other 
people have played with their 
intelligence and marginalized 
them, they would be doing 
themselves a great disservice.

Explaining further, Mr. 
Swaray explained that one of 
the reasons that makes the 
pending VR essential is that 
Liberia is a member of the 
Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) and 
there three cardinal elections 
due to take place this year in 
Liberia, Sierra Leone and 

Nigeria.
The countries he added will 

be going for elections this year 
and Nigeria as a very powerful 
nation in the sub-region, its 
election results have the 

propensity to affect the result 
of Liberia’s elections.

T h e  G r o s s  D o m e s t i c  
Products or GDPs of the three 
countries triple the GDPs of the 
remaining thirteen countries in 
West Africa, he averred. 

The voter’s registration 
awareness was preceded by a 
parade on the streets of Kakata 
before going to the cinema 
where the religious community, 
some stakeholders, first time 
voters and others were 
represented.

A day before the awareness 
was officially launched, a 
member of the Margibi County 
District #: 3, Representative 
Aspirant Felesu Swaray’s Team 
(Team Swaray) Alieu Sheriff 
said on one of the local stations 
in Kakata along with his 
colleagues that their team sees 
the need to create the 
awareness in line with the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission’s mandate as a way 
of encouraging more people to 
turn up for registration because 
they have observed that there 
is a lack of interest in the 
pending election.

2023                              

L
ibera’s leading Sports 
gaming Company and 
Online Casino Winners 

Incorporated has received the 
2022 Outstanding Sports Betting 
Company of the Year.Liberia has 
several gaming companies: 
Winners Inc Liberia, Bookmarker 
Doxxbet Liberia, Bettomax 
L iber ia,  and Premierbet  
Liberia.Civil Society Network of 
Liberia (CSNL honored the 
leading sports betting company 
as the most outstanding betting 
company of 2022 for its 
s ign i f icant  contr ibut ions  
towards the growth and 
development of Liberian 
society.Receiving the accolades 
at an honoring program held 
Recently, Winners Incorporated 
Liberia, Operation Manager, Tito 
S .  B a l l i e ,  e x p r e s s e d  
overwhelming del ight  in  
receiving the Award.“We are 
overwhelmed by the reception 
presented to us by CSNL, rating 
us as the best sports betting 
company in Liberia.”Mr. Ballie 

indicated Winners Incorporated 
as a giant Sports gaming 
Company in Liberia is striving to 
create job opportunities for 

Liberians, especially the youth and 
less fortunate, to give back to the 
country.For his part, the Executive 
Director of the Civil Society 
Network of Liberia (CSNL), Sensee 
Kiadii, said the award was in 
recognition of the company’s 
numerous contributions and the 
level of employment in the 
country.Mr. Kiadii said Winners Inc. 
Liberia has provided thousands of 
jobs for young Liberians through its 
corporate social responsibility and 
has identified with orphans and 
less fortunate people across the 
country.He revealed that the CSNL 
annually reviews the activities of 
performing individuals and 
institutions and recognizes those 
work ing  the  most  toward  
improving the livelihood of the 
people. Kiadii, also explained that 
CSNL is a conglomeration of civil 
society institutions operating in 
the country. “CSNL provides an 
alternative view to national issues, 
as well as advocates for the 
betterment of the Liberian society. 
Our major role is to ensure that the 
government of the day works 
assiduously in the interest of the 

people and also checkmate the 
workings of the private sector to 
the benefit of its workers,” he 
said.

it receive any money from the 
Ministry of Health.

He claimed that the 
Ministry of Health allegedly 
promised to deliver the 
funding in four installments, 
which he claimed was put at 
US$200,000 per installment.

However, Varney alleged 
that the County Health Team 
has not received any money 
from the Ministry.

"If I am accused, I want the 
public to demand the Ministry 
of Health to issue prompt 
investigation to satisfy the 

g r ow i n g  c once rn s , "  h e  
c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  
Ministry.Meanwhile, Mr. Varney 
has alleged that Deputy Health 
Minister for Administration 
Madam Norwu G. Howard has 
threatened to them over to the 
L ibe r i a  Ant i -Co r rupt ion  
Commission (LACC) allegedly in 
the absence of an internal 
audit.

Deputy Minister Howard 
could not be reached up to 
news time as her phone rang 
tirelessly.

asked.
"At no time did we receive 

such money from the Ministry 
of Health (MOH), it is a 
blatant lie, and the Ministry is 
just trying to hide the huge 
corruption engulfing that 
Ministry," he said angrily.

Mr. Varney confirmed that 
the Margibi County Health 
Team is aware of the FARA 
Program, but at no time, did 

Continues from page 5
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Punish them with your voter’s card!
By: Ramsey N. Singbeh, 
Jr. in Margibi

Mr. Felesu Swaray and residents of Margibi

Winners Incorporated 
received prestigious award
By: Emmanuel wise Jipoh

Suspended health officials demand audit 
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B
o n g  C o u n t y  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
Esther Walker has 

assured authorities of the 
Ninth Judicial Circuit Court in 
the County that there will be 
no traditional interference 

with judicial matters during 
this term of court.

”I want to say it very clear 
here that no Zoe or any 
Traditional Leader will ever 
interfere in court issues. We 
have over the past had 
problems coming from the 
traditional people, so we are 
doing everything possible to 
stop such act” sup Walker 

said.
T h e  a l l e g e d  

interference of the Bush 
Master into court matters 
in parts of the county has 
been one major challenge 
hampering the courts’ 
ope ra t i on s  and  the  
dispensation of justice in 
rural Bong County.

Currently, about seven 
local leaders of Salala 
D i s t r i c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Commiss ioner Daniel  
Tubman are facing a 
special sentence for 
o b s t r u c t i n g  c o u r t  
p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  
interfering with judicial 
matters at the Salala, 
Gbartala and Bong Mines 

magisterial courts in lower 
Bong.Sup Walker asserted that the 
interference of traditional leaders 
with judicial matters has caused 
chaos in the county, adding that 
the government has embarked on a 
process to put the situation under 
control.

“I want to say it very clear here 
that no Zoe or any traditional 

Leader will ever interfere in court 
issues. We have over the past had 
problems coming from the 
traditional people so we are doing 
everything possible to stop such 
act” sup Walker said.

She is warning traditional 
leaders of the county to distance 
themselves from all judicial 
matters, as instructed by the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs.
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“No Zoe Will Interfere in Court Matters“No Zoe Will Interfere in Court Matters“No Zoe Will Interfere in Court Matters
By: Joseph Titus Yekeryan

Sup. Walker Declares
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