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A
id workers in Somalia 
s a y  t h e y  a r e  
concerned about a 

l i k e l y  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
humanitarian support as the 
country grapples with its worst 

drought in decades.Donor 
fatigue compounded by 
multiple crises around the 
world that also require 
humanitarian support could 
reduce the level of funds 
Somalia appeal receives, the 
aid workers say.“The main 
reason why there's a donor 
fatigue is because, as you can 
imagine, Somalia has been 
rece iv ing  human i ta r ian  
assistance for over three 
decades now and the situation 
has not been changing,” said 
Mohamed Abdi, country 
director for the Norwegian 

Refugee Council.
“Many of the donors who have 

been paying money, a lot of 
money for that matter, to 
support Somalia will definitely 
get tired when they see their 

effort not bearing any fruits,” he 
said.Abdi said many donors will 
pay to alleviate the suffering of 
Somalis but will also be 
supporting other humanitarian 
causes in countries including 
Yemen, Syria, Turkey and 
Ukraine.“And of course, many 
European donors will prefer to 
support the Ukrainians because it 
is close to their countries and 
some of them are really feeling 
the effect of the war,” he 
said.The Somali government and 
humanitarian agencies recently 
appealed for $2.6 billion to assist 
about 7.6 million people in 2023. 

The appeal comes amid 
warnings that famine is a 
strong possibility if rains in the 
spring underperform and if 
humanitarian assistance is not 
sustained.

A spokesperson for the 
United Nations Office for 
Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) told VOA that 
needs are increasing in Somalia 
while donors are warning that 
there will be less funding this 
year.OCHA’s appeals for donor 
support to Somalia in the last 
two years have fallen short of 
their goals.OCHA said for 2021, 
78% of the $1.09 billion appeal 
was received. Last year’s 
initial appeal of $1.46 billion 
was increased to $2.27 billion 
to meet the needs of 7.6 
million people. Out of that, 
67% was funded.

“An anticipated reduction 
in funding for humanitarian 
assistance in crucial sectors is 
part of the calculus for the 
famine projection from April to 
June,” the spokesperson 
said.Abdi said the Norwegian 
Refugee Council, which sought 
$40 million last year to support 
people who have been 
affected by drought, received 
about 40% of it.“Definitely 
we’ll not be able to reach the 
number of people that we have 
planned to reach if we are not 
getting assistance from 
humanitarian donors,” he 
said.VOA

In our series of letters 
f r o m  A f r i c a n  
journal i s t s ,  Magdi  

Abdelhadi looks at what the 
jailing of a prominent 
journalist says about where 
power really lies in Algeria.It 
w a s  a l m o s t  m i d n i g h t  
Christmas Eve when veteran 
Algerian journalist Ihsane el-
Kadi was taken by plain-
clothes police officers from 
his home and driven to the 
headquarters of the political 
police in the capital, Algiers.

The circumstances of his 
arrest as recounted by his 
daughter are hauntingly 
familiar to independent 
journa l i s t s  and  r ights  
activists in authoritarian 
states around the world.It 
started with a phone call 
around midnight and was 
quickly followed by a knock 
at the door on 24 December, 

Tin-Hinane el-Kadi told the 
BBC's Focus on Africa radio 
programme.

The six policemen had no 
a r r e s t  w a r r a n t  a n d  
mentioned no charges, she 
said.He was then handcuffed 
and bundled into a police car 
and taken to witness the 
shutting down of the offices 
of his media enterprise. Staff 
were  sent  home,  the  
equipment confiscated and 
the premises sealed.Mr El-
Kadi had established Maghreb 
Emergent and Radio M some 
10 years ago. They are known 
t o  b e  a m o n g  t h e  
diminishingly small number 
of independent media outlets 
in the country.

Six days later he appeared 
before an investigating 
magistrate who ordered his 
"preventative detention".His 

lawyers were unable to submit 
their objection to his arrest and 
the shuttering of his media 
company because the date of the 
session had been changed without 
them being informed.The charges 
against him bear the hallmark of a 
repressive state - undermining 
national unity and stability, 
spreading fake news and receiving 
f u n d s  w i t h o u t  
permit.International rights groups 
have denounced the arrest of Mr El-
Kadi as a gross violation of his 
human rights and called for his 
immediate release as well as the 
reinstatement of his media 
business.

His lawyers have blasted the 
action as a flagrant violation of the 
Algerian constitution and denial of 
his basic right to a fair trial, after 
they were denied the chance to 
question his arrest before the 
investigating judge.This was not 
the first time Mr El-Kadi has faced 

the full force of the Algerian 
state.But the immediate trigger 
for this arrest appears to have been 
an opinion piece he had published 
on his website - Maghreb Emergent 
- in which he speculated that 
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune , 
who is 77 years old, would like 
another term in office and 
discussed whether the military 
would approve of that.

That clearly outraged both the 
president and the military.All 
Algeria-watchers agree that the 
country has never been a 
democracy since it gained 
independence in 1962.Elections in 
Algeria are only for show, the sole 
purpose of which is to bestow a 
veneer of democratic legitimacy 
on the man anointed by the men in 
uniform behind closed doors.That's 
precisely what the Algerians 
wanted to change when they took 
to the streets in 2019.BBC

he U.N. in Malawi has 

Tlaunched an urgent 
appeal for aid to deal 

with the impact of a record 
cholera outbreak that has so 
far killed nearly 1,450 people 
and infected 45,000.Local 
health experts say if urgent 
action isn't taken to scale up 
the response, the number of 
cases could double in the next 
few months.

The U.N. says the flash 
appeal seeks to raise $45.3 
million to provide life-saving 
aid to thousands of people in 
Malawi devastated by the 
outbreak.In a statement 
released Monday, the U.N. 
said the appeal aims to assist 
four million people in Malawi, 
including 56,000 refugees and 
asylum seekers who are at the 
highest risk in the outbreak.

The current outbreak 
started in March last year and 
has spread to all 29 districts of 
Malawi.Rebecca Adda-Dontoh, 
the U.N. resident coordinator 
in Malawi, told reporters 
Monday that more assistance 
is needed to stop the 

outbreak.
“So much work has been done 

but a lot more needs to be 
done,” she said. “We have 
focused on health, we have 
focused on WASH (water, 
sanitation and hygiene). The two 
are very important but there are 
also other sectors like nutrition, 
protection and even logistics 
because we need to be able to 
move supplies from one point to 
the other.”Adda-Dontoh said the 
needed ass istance would 

complement what various 
donor partners have already 
contributed.

“The U.N. itself has 
mobilized already close to $10 
million,” she said. “You heard 
the EU; you heard the U.K. 
here saying they had already 
contributed over 500,000 
euros for the EU and also over 
500,000 pounds for the U.K. 
Even the government of 
Malawi is on the ground and 
already contributed.VOA

Algeria's old guard still in 
charge despite revolution
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Donor Fatigue, Somalia Aid 
Cuts Worry Aid Workers

People arrive at a displacement 
camp on the outskirts of Dollow

UN Appeals for Aid to Assist 
Malawi Fight Cholera Outbreak

Health workers treat cholera patients 
at Bwaila Hospital in Lilongwe
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BY ALL ACCOUNTS, reasons provided by the Government of 
Liberia in granting business privileges to TRH Trading 
Corporation in whose warehouse cocaine valued US$100 
million was recently busted at Topoe Village along Japan 
Freeway is difficult to digest.

THE GOVERNMENT, THRU the Liberia Revenue Authority, had 
publicly defended here that disparity in inspecting contents of 
containers brought at the Freeport of Monrovia that allowed a 
40ft container imported by TRH Trading Corporation loaded 
with cocaine to leave the port without any check is part of 
Post Clearance Audit, a universal trade facilitation tool in 
customs that allows relatively compliant importers access to 
expeditious clearance subject to review subsequently.

HOWEVER, THAT CONTAINEr was busted by Liberian security 
forces following a tipoff from the Embassy of the United 
States near Monrovia after it had landed at TRH Trading 
Corporation’s warehouse in Topoe Village.

LIBERIANS MAY NEVER get to know how many containers 
brought into the country with contrabands have passed 
unchecked at the Freeport of Monrovia to their concealed or 
unknown destinations at the detriment of the State.

WHILE INVESTIGATION INTO the final destination of the 
cocaine is still ongoing with several arrests already made by 
government, it is possible that Liberia could be one of the 
markets for the contraband, given the current inflow of 
dangerous drugs into communities across the country.

THANKS TO THE United States Government for closely working 
with Liberian authorities in destroying the consignment of 
cocaine recently at the BTC Military Barracks in Monrovia.

BUT THE GOVERNMENT of Liberia seems to be flip-flopping, as 
it has moved immediately to clear TRH Trading Corporation of 
any link to the drug syndicate even before the matter can go 
to court, though the bust occurred in its premises.

KEEN OBSERVERS, INCLUDING customs brokers here, argue 
there is no way that TRH can prove its innocence when it is the 
direct recipient of the 40ft container that brought the drugs 
to Liberia and taken to its premises in Topoe Village.

THE FACT THAT warning by Global Maritime Tracking Solution 
that tracks shipments across the world that the container with 
the cocaine be subjected to physical inspection was ignored, 
says a lot about the depth of complacency authorities in the 
country display.

NOW WE CAN safely say that had it not been the tipoff from 
the Americans, the consignment of cocaine would have never 
seen daylight in Liberia because, from every calculation, it 
was well conceived and accorded unhindered access into the 
country.                 

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 
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ONDON – A recent Twitter spat between 

Linfluencer Andrew Tate and climate 
activist Greta Thunberg epitomized the 

eco gender gap. Tweeting at the activist, Tate – 
the epitome of a man who views saving the 
planet as a threat to his masculinity – boasted 
about the “enormous emissions” of his luxury 
car collection, to which Thunberg replied with 
a takedown that currently ranks as the fourth 
most liked tweet ever. As columnist Rebecca 
Solnit writes, “There’s a direct association 
between machismo and the refusal to 
recognize and respond appropriately to the 
climate catastrophe.” 

 While some may laugh off an online dispute 
between two high-profile individuals, the 
differences between how women and men 
respond to global warming are well 
documented. Recent studies have shown that 
only 59% of men in the United Kingdom are 
committed to a green lifestyle, compared to 
71% of women, and that men are less likely 
than women to recycle and consume 
environmentally friendly products. This gap 
has been attributed to some men’s perception 
of environmental justice as a feminine pursuit. 

 With air pollution from fossil fuels killing 
millions of people each year (many of whom 
live in the Global South), we have a clear 
ethical obligation to combat climate change. 
And since sexism evidently harms the capacity 
to act rationally in this regard, we need to 
clarify and transform the perceived 
relationship between climate change, gender 
stereotypes, and rationality. 

 Like all gender gaps, this one is the result of 
deceptive and biased thinking – the opposite of 
rationality. It is this, not emotion, that 
undermines reason. Emotions make us human, 
not irrational. Bias, whatever its cause, is what 
makes us incapable of objectivity, and it 
underlies the entrenched gender stereotype 
that women are emotional while men are 
rational. This stereotype is a well-known cause 
of gender inequality. But a point that is seldom 
addressed is how the stereotype relies on an 
idea of rationality that is limited in the first 
place. 

 Rationality is not simply “the ability to use 
knowledge to attain goals,” as the cognitive 
and evolutionary psychologist Steven Pinker 
argues in his book Rationality: What It Is, Why 
It Seems Scarce, Why It Matters. Nor is it 
merely a philosophical concept to submit to 
logical and metaphysical examinations. 
Rationality has also become an overarching 
moral framework with deep sociopolitical 
implications. Our understanding of rationality 
can influence political strategy, shape policy 
design, and inform our relationship with the 
natural world. We can’t change these domains 
without questioning our understanding of 
rationality. 

 The eco gender gap clearly demonstrates how 
rationality functions as a moral framework, 
and why it needs rethinking. A research project 
in Sweden found a correlation between a 
“sturdy belief in … science rationality” and 
climate skepticism among a group of 
influential older men in academia, indicating 
that the problem extends well beyond far-right 
influencers like Tate. The rationalism of the 
Enlightenment was of course at the root of 
industrialization and the evolution of 
modernity. Despite its many important 
contributions, however, it is also a significantly 
oppressive framework. 

 From dualism and techno-solutionism to 
effective altruism and international 
development models, our world is shaped by a 
scientific doctrine stemming from the idea that 
rationality is strictly to do with data, 
quantification, analytics, and methodological 
sense-making, and that these traits are tied to 
whiteness, masculine identity, and separation 
from nature. 

 There are other ways to think about rationality, 
and we need them desperately. The German 
philosopher Jürgen Habermas, for example, 
distinguishes between what he refers to as 
“communicative rationality,” which views 
rationality as depending on successful 
communication and a consensus of actors, and 
“cognitive-instrumental rationality,” the 
mechanistic type of rationality that shapes 
modern society. 

 Among the feminist, postcolonial, and pan-
African spaces where I work, there are 
numerous important critiques of rationality. 
One such body of work was created by the black 
feminist thinker Audre Lorde, who wrote about 
the “non-european consciousness” that 
elucidates reality not only through rationalizing 
but also through phenomena such as the erotic 
and the poetic. 

 I experienced the latter during lockdown, when 
I had climate-related nightmares – perhaps the 
most vivid being a sudden hailstorm on a sunny 
summer beach. These could be described as a 
type of eco-poetic rationality that the political 
theorist Stephanie Erev refers to as “feeling the 
vibrations.” Sure, conventional rational 
thought can explain unexpected weather 
changes, but when I learned that many others 
were having climate dreams, too, I could not 
discard this eco-poetic way of knowing as 
irrelevant to the broader discussion of the 
planetary crisis. 

 To be clear, I am not a relativist when it comes 
to knowledge. I don’t believe that all ways of 
knowing are equal in every context. There are 
instances when objectivity and impartiality 
should be privileged, especially when questions 
concern scientific knowledge. But when it 
comes to knowledge itself, we need to embrace 
multiple perspectives and a pluralist approach 
to reduce normative biases. Even if all ways of 
knowing are not equal in every context, they are 
all relevant. 

 For as long as I can remember, my temperament 
has been informed by a need to break free of 
social norms. When I first started exploring 
feminism as a tool for doing so, I thought of 
these norms as structural: patriarchy, white 
supremacy, neo-colonialism. But I increasingly 
recognized that the prison was also intellectual, 
in the truest sense of the word: relating to what, 
why, and how we know. Thus, to break free from 
structures of oppression, one must fight for an 
intellectual revolution as well, by returning to 
the source of knowledge itself. 

 In a world confronting what many are calling a 
“polycrisis,” disrupting the dominant 
framework of rationality with an intersectional 
approach to knowledge is not only a feminist 
ideal. As the Tate-Thunberg exchange reminds 
us, it is necessary for humanity and the planet to 
flourish. 

2023                              

Closing the Eco Gender Gap

By Minna Salami

Privileges to TRH Trading Corporation 
undermines trust ( A Repeat)
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RIDGETOWN/BERLIN – We must face, and act upon, an inconvenient truth. The 

Bimpact of human activities on Earth’s geology and ecosystems is threatening the 
foundations of life on our planet and decades of progress in human development. 

We are acting counter to the goals of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development – a future that guarantees a decent life for all. Our survival and continued 
prosperity demand structural change and immediate action. 

 Scientists warn that breaching planetary boundaries will trigger tipping points, leading 
to irreversible damage and a catastrophic decline of natural systems. Collapsing fish 
stocks, melting permafrost, rising antimicrobial resistance, and the loss of tropical 
rainforests are just a few examples of trends that are undermining the foundation of 
development. While large-scale, acute disasters tend to attract the most attention, 
the ongoing depletion of valuable natural assets (including aquifers, air, and soil) does 
not generate headlines but has become a chronic burden for the world’s poorest 
communities. 

 These global challenges are also deepening economic inequality between and within 
countries and exacerbating social exclusion. This not only defies the Sustainable 
Development Agenda’s principle of leaving no one behind; it also impedes the poverty 
reduction that comes from inclusive economic growth, undermines the social contract 
in rich and poor countries alike, and threatens global security.
 
 No country alone can tackle these transboundary problems. Moreover, they are 
increasingly correlated with other risks, such as massive supply-chain disruptions. All 
these issues are born of an economic system that has turned out to be more fragile than 
many thought. Whereas properly functioning systems are able to manage and absorb 
risks, our current system is doing the opposite. 
 The world needs a global system that engenders security, promotes sustainability, and 
absorbs shocks. To achieve it, the international community could begin by making a 
handful of practical changes this year, starting at the Spring Meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

 First, as part of the World Bank’s “evolution” (which shareholders called for in October 
2022), we need to modernize its mission by elevating sustainability and resilience as 
core institutional goals, and by strengthening its analyses and operations to address 
new transboundary challenges. 

 We know that for every $1 invested in sustainability and resilience today, there are $4-
7 in savings down the line. But to usher in a new paradigm of resilience and 
sustainability, we must incorporate these principles into operational, lending, and 
debt-sustainability models with appropriate incentives and accounting standards. 
Many reforms and investments can have positive cross-border spillovers. But we will 
need new and stronger incentives – both analytical and financial – to promote national 
investment in global public goods, and to support countries with their conservation 
efforts. 

 We also need to explore all our options for boosting multilateral development banks’ 
financing capacity. The key, here, is to leverage existing capital while preserving these 
institutions’ AAA ratings and countercyclical lending capacity. As the G20 Capital 
Adequacy Review showed, MDBs can increase their risk appetite and boost financing 
volumes by lowering their minimum equity ratios. Similarly, we welcome proposals 
calling for an issuance of non-voting hybrid capital to boost lending at still-lower 
concessional rates – to be provided either by a shareholder “coalition of the willing” or 
through sales to private investors. 

 We also need to explore our options for re-channeling special drawing rights (SDRs, the 
IMF’s reserve asset) to boost the capital stock of international financial institutions. 
The IMF’s new Resilience and Sustainability Trust is based on this premise and 
represents a promising first step toward maximizing the effectiveness of SDR 
allocations. But, given the challenges, the size of the trust is currently too small. We 
also call on MDBs and development finance institutions to propose additional options – 
as the African and Inter-American Development Banks have already begun to do. Either 
way, MDBs must do far more to leverage their balance sheets.
 
 Separately, MDBs must also use their balance sheets to catalyze private investment in 
the transition to low-carbon energy, transportation, and agriculture throughout the 
developing world. Without efforts to lower the cost of capital of these investments at 
sufficient scale, global warming will hurtle past 1.5° Celsius, triggering cascading 
effects. 

 Finally, we urge all lenders and borrowers – including the development banks and 
private-sector creditors – to include or accept natural-disaster and pandemic clauses in 
financing instruments. These provisions are present-value neutral, on net, and they 
offer valuable support to countries by allowing them to ensure sufficient liquidity when 
they need it most. 

 The scientific consensus about climate change and biodiversity loss is overwhelming. 
But we urgently need to translate this understanding into a new economic paradigm at 
the international financial institutions. At this year’s Spring Meetings, the World Bank 
and its shareholders must recognize that the provision of global public goods is 
essential to the fight against poverty more broadly. In the face of an existential climate 
crisis, the only path forward is through sustainability and resilience. We must 
modernize our institutions accordingly. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.   www.project-syndicate.org

Financing Global Survival

By Svenja Schulze,
Mia Amor Mottley
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OPINION

RINCETON – The town of Joshimath may be nestled 6,000 feet (1,800 meters) above sea 

Plevel in the Himalayas, but it is sinking fast. In early January, large cracks split homes, 
hotels, and roads, leaving the town’s future hanging in the balance. Joshimath is a grim 

metaphor for India’s woefully unaccountable state. 

 Joshimath is located in a seismically active zone of landslide debris and sediment layered 
over a weak assemblage of rocks. Such terrain naturally sinks and slides, but the problem is 
made worse by deforestation. Moreover, because the Alaknanda River (a tributary of the 
Ganges) has eroded the northwestern toe of the slope on which Joshimath stands, the 
formation does not have a high load-bearing capacity, as has been known since the 1930s. 

 Cracks appeared in Joshimath’s roads in the 1970s. In 1976, a committee appointed by the 
government of Uttar Pradesh (of which Joshimath was then a part) reiterated the risk of 
subsidence (sinking) and advised that construction be undertaken only in areas determined to 
be stable. This official warning went unheeded, and local activists fought unsuccessfully to 
forestall unsafe construction.
 
 The problem grew worse following the economic liberalization of the early 1990s, when the 
state endorsed and supported a form of unregulated capitalism, which often centered around 
lucrative construction contracts and featured a total disregard – even contempt – for the 
environment. Joshimath’s current troubles began innocuously in 1993, when Auli, a 
neighboring town, began construction of a ski-resort ropeway. That was the opening salvo in a 
much broader construction program. 

 State authorities soon launched ambitious plans for hydroelectric dams to harness the energy 
from Himalayan runoff. The 400-megawatt Vishnuprayag plant became operational in 2006, 
and construction of the more controversial 520 MW Tapovan-Vishnugad dam began the same 
year. To generate electricity from the project, a tunnel had to be built under the Joshimath 
hillslope, directly below the Auli ski resort. In 2009, a tunnel-boring machine punctured an 
aquifer in the mountain, depleting the groundwater on which Joshimath and other nearby 
towns depended. Sediment then filled the gaps left by the receding water, which some 
experts and activists believe added to the area’s subsidence tendency.
 
 In June 2013, a disastrous flood killed more than 4,000 people in the area, leading to legal 
proceedings in which the Supreme Court expressed grave concerns over the “mushrooming” 
of dams in the region. The court was aghast that the authorities had not scientifically 
assessed “the cumulative impact” of the dams and the associated blasting, tunneling, muck 
disposal, mining, and deforestation. Under a court order, the government appointed an 
expert committee headed by the noted environmental scientist and activist Ravi Chopra. 

 The Chopra Committee concluded that the Himalayan mountains, rivers, and communities 
were in “a crisis” exacerbated by global warming. The government’s “rampant development” 
approach, the committee said, would cause more deforestation and biodiversity loss 
alongside “unpredictable glacial and paraglacial activities.” Warning that this explosive 
combination would invite even greater disasters in the future, the committee proposed 
halting work on 23 dams. 

 When a second committee endorsed the Chopra Committee’s judgment, the government 
appointed a third committee that gave the go-ahead for more dams, and in July 2020, the 
authorities invited bids for the Helang-Marwari bypass road through a fragile landslide zone 
near the foot of the Joshimath hill. Construction of the bypass began two years later as part of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ecologically damaging program to ease travel to the holy 
shrines in the Himalayas. 

 Disasters continued to take lives. In February 2021, another flood killed a few hundred 
people, mainly around Tapovan-Vishnugad and another dam site. The dams themselves were 
almost irreparably damaged, and activists called on the Uttarakhand High Court to halt dam 
construction. The court threw out the case, reprimanding the petitioners and fining them for 
wasting its time. 

 After unusually heavy rains in October 2021, the cracks in Joshimath reached a tipping point. 
By January 2023, the threat of collapsing structures had made large parts of the town 
uninhabitable. Hundreds of residents have been herded into shelters, and the government 
has halted the rehabilitation of the Tapovan-Vishnugad dam and construction of the Helang-
Marwari bypass. 

 Yet with calamity looming, credible information has become hard to come by. National 
authorities recently ordered the Indian Space Research Organization to unpublish satellite 
images that reveal the pace at which Joshimath is sinking, and officials are now prohibited 
from speaking to the media about the matter. 

 Joshimath is hardly alone. Many other towns and roads throughout the Himalayan range are 
showing similar signs of stress. This should surprise no one. It is yet another symptom of Indian 
authorities’ criminal lack of accountability. More tipping points loom as forests are being 
cleared; lakes, wetlands, and natural water reservoirs are being built over; urban areas are 
contending with mountains of garbage; and rivers have been almost irreversibly polluted. 
Education, health care, the judicial system, and city services work mainly for the privileged. 

 The practice of embellishing data, integral to the lack of accountability, extends to 
macroeconomic management. GDP growth jumped inexplicably after a data revision in 2015. 
In 2018, the government rejected its own survey when it showed that poverty had increased. 
The finance ministry reports absurdly unrealistic unemployment figures, despite a jobs crisis. 
The decadal census that was due in 2021 has been postponed until some unknown future date. 

 India’s elite, with its “see-no-evil” approach to economic discourse and policy, has blotted 
out Joshimath’s fate as an aberration of nature. Instead, world-class electronic-payment 
systems and technology-based startups have fed a global narrative of an imminent “Indian 
century.” Make no mistake though: Joshimath is a microcosm of the brazen unaccountability 
corroding Indian politics and society. It should be a reality check, not a footnote. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

India’s Broken State

By Ashoka Mody
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Liber ia ' s  General  
Auditing Commission 
(GAC) has launched 

a platform to track the 
m i s a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  
misappropriation of public 

funds by top officials. The 
move is aimed at fighting 
corruption through an open 
initiative. 

Liberia's Auditor General 
Mr. P. Garswa Jackson, Sr., 
said the platform named 'The 
Citizens-Eye' is a mobile 
technology application that 
will allow citizens to rate 
public service delivery.

it will also enable citizens 

to directly report the issues of 
corruption and corrupt public 
officials to the General 
Auditing Commission.

He told reporters at the 
start of a week-long regional 
workshop that the mobile app 
will enable citizens to help the 

Commission to track how 
public funds are effectively 
and efficiently used.

The workshop is being held 
under the auspices of the 
regional grouping African 
Organizations of Supreme 
Audit Institutions (AFROSAI-E) 
from Monday, February 21 to 
Friday, February 24, 2023, at a 
local hotel in Sinkor, 

According to Mr. Jackson, 

the Citizens-Eye is expected to 
help individuals to report 
corrupt public officials.

He  s a i d  t he  mob i l e  
application will also allow the 
Audit Commission to monitor 
the activities of public officials 
on how they deliver services to 
the general public, and Liberia 
at large.

Mr. Jackson explained that 
the App is an easy-to-use 
digital platform that will 
increase transparency and 
accountability in the public 
sector.He said the mobile 
application can be run on 
smartphones and other  
computer devices.

“It provides citizens and 
residents of a country a 
p l a t f o r m  t o  a c t i v e l y  
participate in transparency 
and accountability initiatives," 
he said

The Auditor General further 
revealed that this platform 
will enable citizens and 
residents of Liberia to have 
information relating to system 
d e f i c i e n c y  a n d  n o n -
compliance with relevant laws 
and regulations.

He said it will provide an 
a v e n u e  t o  s a f e l y  a n d  
anonymously provide vital 
information to respective 
national audit offices without 

more headline news       more headline news 

h e  L i b e r i a n -

Tregistered Grace 
Felix, seized in 

Durres, carrying suspected 
Russian oil. Photo: Albanian 
State Police

Report says a Liberian 
registered vessel carrying 
suspected Russian oil was 
seized on Monday by Albanian 
police in the coastal town of 
Durres, according to the 
Balkan Insight.

The report noted that the 
seizure was done with the 
collaboration of other law 
en fo rcement  agenc ie s  
blocking the Liberian-
registered ship carrying 
suspected Russian oil in an 
operation that ended with 
the arrest of the 22-strong 
crew, the authorities said.

The 22,500 tons of oil 
seized has a market value of 
more than 40 million euros.

“The ship started its travel 
from Azerbaijan and claimed 
to have been supplied with oil 

in Kalamata, Greece, from 
another ship,” police said.

The alibi wasn’t enough to 
convince Albanian authorities 
who believe the oil originated 
in Russia. Albania has backed 
Western and EU sanctions 
against Russia imposed over its 

war against Ukraine.
This was not the first 

a t t e m p t  a t  t r a f f i c k i n g  
petroleum products in Albania. 

During the last few years 
several ships attempted to 
bring Libyan oil to Albania.

In September last year the 
Albanian Coast Guard seized a 
tanker, Queen Majeda, with 
some 2,275 tons of oil on board. 
It had been supplied in 

Benghazi, Libya, an area not 
under the control of the 
internationally recognized 
government of Libya.

S
everal senators on 
Cap i t o l  H i l l  h a ve  
engaged in a heated 

debate on what should be 
c o n s i d e r e d  p e n s i o n  o r  
retirement benefits upon 
leaving office.The senators are 
having such a debate at a time 
Liberians are poised to either 
re-elect or replace some 
legislators in the ensuing 2023 
presidential and legislative 
elections slated for October 10.

The debate on Tuesday 
followed a report submitted to 
plenary by the Senate 's 
Committee on Judiciary, Human 
Rights, Claims and Petition, 

chaired by Grand Cape Mount 
County Senator Cllr. Varney 
Sherman. 

The report focuses on an Act 
adopting an integrated pensions 
and benefits scheme for a 
certain category of officials of 
the Government  of  the 
Republic.It also focuses on 
repealing and or amending 
certa in  port ions  of  the 
Legislative Act, Title 12, 
Executive Law and Title 17, 
Judiciary Law as amended in 
2003. After the report, the 
debate intensified, especially 
when some senators were 
concerned about how they will 
be treated in term of benefits in 
case they're no longer in public 
service.At the same time, other 
senators raised issues based on 
how pension and retirement 
would be in their cases whether 
they will follow the benchmark 
set by the National Social 
Security Corporation or if they 
(senators) will insert some legal 
conditions in their favor.

During the heated argument 
on the floor, Montserrado 
County Senator Abraham Darius 

Dillon stressed that a lawmaker 
that is voted out by the electorate 
should not be entitled to any 
retirement benefits.

According to the opposition 
lawmaker, a lawmaker who is 
voted out is based on how the 
electorate examine his/her 
legislative workings. He argued 
that such a departure from office 
is not a honorable retirement, and 
therefore a former lawmaker in 
this category should not be a 
liability on national government.

Regard ing  pens ion ,  the  
Montserrado County Senator 
stated that a legislator should be 
entitled to his/her pension 
benefits if such lawmaker honors 

the social security law.
He said though the pension law 

says an individual must be 60 years 
or above, a lawmaker should get 
his benefits once he pays for 100 
months requirement while in 
public service.Also speaking, River 
Cess County Senator, Wellington 
Geevon-Smith questioned his 
colleagues on what becomes of a 
person who served as a Deputy 
Speaker and is retired by his 
people and later got another job.

He wants to know whether such 
a person will get their pension 
benefits for the previous position 
occupied, or whether they waive it 
to the public office. In the wake of 
the tense argument among the 
lawmakers, they failed to reach a 
logical conclusion.

The senators could not 
distinguish retirement and 
pension, especially regarding 
lawmakers' age.

Meanwhile, the President Pro-
Tempore of the Liberian Senate, 
Albert Tugbeh Chie, referred the 
report back to the committee 
room to report to plenary in one 
week.
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POSITIONS: 1.  Executive Chairperson/Chief Executive (1 person)

2.  Executive Vice Chairperson (1 person)

3.  Commissioners (5 persons)

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Thursday, February 9, 2023

 

  

  

This Vacancy Announcement is for all

 

the above positions at the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission 
(LACC).

 

A. Introduction:

 

The Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC) is the agency of government that is leading the fight against 
corruption in Liberia. The Commission was established in 2008, through an Act of the Legislature. Among others, 
LACC has the mandate to prevent corruption as well as investigate and prosecute all corruption related cases and 
offences. In July 2022, the 2008 Law creating the Commission was amended and restated, thus creating a new Liberia 
Anti-Corruption Commission to be managed by a seven-member board

 

of commissioners, instead of the five (5) 
provided for in the 2008 Act. More broadly, LACC works with state and non-state actors to champion the fight 
against corruption in Liberia so that public resources are judiciously allocated and managed in ways that serve the 
best interest of the general public.

 
 

Pursuant to Chapter 6.10 of the Amended LACC Act, recently, the President of the Republic of Liberia, His 
Excellency George M. Weah, Sr.

 

constituted an Ad-hoc Committee for the pre-selection of candidates for seven (7) 
commissioner positions at the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC).

 

B.

 

Update:

 
 

In line with its mandate, the Committee

 

commenced work and began

 

seeking applications for the positions of 
Executive

 

Chairperson (1 person); Executive Vice Chairperson (1 person) and Commissioners (5 persons). However, 
due to a petition filed with the Honorable Supreme Court, the Committee’s work was temporarily stayed. Now that 
the Honorable Supreme Court has ruled denying the petition, the Committee has resumed its work, and in the spirit 
of inclusiveness, is giving

 

other

 

qualified Liberians the chance to participate in the process for fourteen (14) days 
from Friday, February 10, 2023 –

 

Thursday, February 23, 2023.

  
 

The Committee

 

is

 

seeking applications for the

 

following positions

 

as described below:

 

1. EXECUTIVE CHAIRPERSON/CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (1 Position):

(a) Core Mandate of the Executive Chairperson:

 
 

Pursuant to Part 8 of the July 2022 amended LACC Act, the Executive Chairperson shall head the administration 
and management of the Commission, providing overall leadership and oversight in ensuring proper functioning 
of the institution. He/she will work with other Commissioners, the Secretariat of the Commission, other staffs, 
consultants, and external partners to ensure that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft 
institution in Liberia. This entails implementing appropriate measures and undertaking programs aimed at 
investigating, prosecuting, combating, and preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about 
the ills of corruption and the benefits of eradication. He/she shall also improve the integrity, transparency, and 
credibility of the LACC.

 
 

  
 

 

Ad-hoc Committee for the Recruitment of

Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission 

(LACC) Commissioners 
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(b) Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Executive Chairperson:

In providing overall direction and leadership for the LACC, in line with the Amended LACC Act, the specific 
responsibilities of the Executive Chairperson of the LACC shall be:

 

1.

 

Serve as the Chief Executive Officer and spokesperson of the Commission, and be responsible, along with 
other commissioners, acting as a body, for the implementation of approved policies and programs of the 
Commission;

 

2.

 

Control, supervise, and direct the administrative operation of the Commission;
3.

 

Preside over all meetings of both the Commission and the Management Team of the Commission;
4.

 

For the purposes of carrying out the functions of his/her office, have the powers to act, contract, and sign 
instruments and documents for the Commission and may, with the approval of the other commissioners 
acting as a body, delegate such power to other officers;

 

5.

 

Perform any other assignment(s)/function(s) for and on behalf of the institution, prescribed by law or as may 
be necessary.

 
 

(c)

 

Required Qualifications:

 

Education

 

-

 

A Law Degree from an accredited university (locally and internationally), including any advanced 
certification(s) in the legal profession.

 
 

Experience

 

-

 

The applicant must be a Lawyer with not less than 5 years of active experience as a trial lawyer or 
judge. Additionally, other relevant experience in the legal and other related professions will be highly desirable.

2.

 

EXECUTIVE VICE CHAIRPERSON (1 person)

 

(a)

 

Core Mandate of the Executive Vice Chairperson:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the 2022 amended LACC Act, the Vice Executive Chairperson shall assist the 
Executive Chairperson to be the administrative and technical head of the LACC, providing overall leadership 
and oversight in ensuring proper functioning of the institution. He/she will aid the Chairperson in working with 
other Commissioners, the Secretariat of the Commission, other staffs, consultants, and external partners to ensure 
that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft institution in Liberia. This entails implementing 
and undertaking appropriate measures and programs aimed at investigating, prosecuting, combating, and 
preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about the ills of corruption and the benefits of 
eradication.

 

(b)

 

Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Executive Vice Chairperson:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the New LACC Act, in addition to being the principal deputy to the Executive 
Chairperson of the Commission, the Executive Vice Chairperson shall be directly responsible for the Department 
of Education and Prevention. The specific responsibilities of the Executive Vice Chairperson shall be:

1.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Education and Prevention of the Commission;
2.

 

Assist the Executive Chairperson to provide overall leadership for the institution;
3.

 

Act as acting Executive Chairperson, in the absence of the Executive Chairperson;
4.

 

Without limiting the generality of his

 

power and authority, as head of the Department of Education and 
Prevention, be responsible to undertake research into the causes, manifestation and dimensions of corruption 
in Liberia; 

 

5.

 

Advise on approaches, program and practices needed to be adopted by the Government of Liberia, private 
and public institutions, organizations and entities to prevent and combat corruption; 

6.

 

Design and implement programs aimed at educating and sensitizing the public about the menace of 
corruption and its debilitating effect on the social fabric of Liberia and the economy of Liberia and what 
should be done to prevent and combat corruption;

 

7.

 

Perform any other assignment(s) for and on behalf of the institution, as may be required by law and or 
directed/prescribed by the Executive

 

Chairperson.
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(c)
 
Required Qualifications:

 

3

Education

 

-

 

A Degree in Accounting or other relevant qualification from an accredited university or higher 
institution of learning (locally or internationally). He/she shall be a certified member of the Liberia Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants or the equivalent membership from recognized international body.

Experience

 

-

 

A professional Auditor or Accountant with not less than 5-year professional experience as a 
Forensic Auditor or an Accountant .

 

3.

 

COMMISSIONERS (5 persons)

 

(a)

 

Core Mandate of the Commissioners:

 

Pursuant to Section 6.9 of the July 2022 amended LACC Act, there shall be five (5) Commissioners, in addition 
to the other

 

two (who shall serve as Executive Chairperson and Vice Executive Chairperson). Acting as a body, 
along with the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, the five Commissioners will make and implement policies for 
smooth running of the institution.  Three of the five Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the 
Department of Monitoring and Investigation of the Commission, while the other two (2) Commissioners shall 
be jointly responsible for the Department of Prosecution of the Commission.  Together, they shall assist the 
Executive Chairperson and Executive Vice Chairperson in working with the Secretariat, other staffs, and external 
partners to ensure that LACC satisfactorily plays its role as the lead state anti-graft institution in Liberia. This 
entails implementing appropriate measures and programs aimed at investigating, prosecuting, combating, and 
preventing acts of corruption, including educating the public about the ills of corruption and the benefits of 
eradication.

 

(b)

 

Main Tasks and Responsibilities of the Commissioners:

Three of the five Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the Department of Monitoring and Investigation 
of the Commission, while the other

 

two (2) Commissioners shall be jointly responsible for the Department of 
Prosecution of the Commission.  The specific responsibilities of the five Commissioners shall be to:

Department of Monitoring and Investigation (3 Commissioners):

 

1.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Monitoring and Investigation;
2.

 

monitor all suspicious acts of corruption and for investigating acts of corruption to determine whether there 
is probable cause that any

 

person or organization or entity is engaged in acts of corruption;
3.

 

File reports of its monitoring activities and investigations to the Executive Chairperson and the Department 
of Prosecution;

 

Department of Prosecution (2 Commissioners)

 

4.

 

Oversee/provide leadership to the Department of Prosecution;
5.

 

Evaluate the investigative reports from the Department of Monitoring and Investigation to determine 
whether the evidence produced by the reports present probable cause that the person(s), organization(s) 
and/or entity(ies), who/which were subject of the monitoring/investigation were engaged in acts of 
corruption;

6. Prosecute such person(s), organization(s) and entity(ies) whenever a determination is made that any act of 
corruption has been committed. Provided that the Department of Prosecution shall present its findings in a 
report to the entire Board of Commissioners, which shall make a decision thereon by a majority vote of all 
commissioners, including the Executive Chairperson as a member of the majority, and in the absence or 
incapacity of the Executive Chairperson, the Vice Executive Chairperson;

7. Perform any other tasks for and on behalf of the Commission, prescribed by law or as may be assigned or 
determined by the Chairperson/leadership of the Commission.

(c) Required Qualifications:

Education - The applicant must have an undergraduate or graduate degree(s) from an accredited university or 
higher institution of learning (locally or internationally). This includes any qualification and professional 
certification as well as professional experience in one or more of the followings fields: law, law enforcement, 
criminal justice, accounting, internal control, compliance, and transparency and access to information. 
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Experience  -  Interested Applicants must have minimum  five years professional experience as a lawyer, anti-
corruption professional, accountant, auditor, criminal justice professional, or in any other related 
professions/fields.

 

Also, where necessary, applicants for these positions must be members in good standing with 
their respective professional bodies/societies such as the Liberia National Bar Association (LNBA), Liberian 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (LICPA), among others.

 

Experience in advocacy for integrity and good 
governance, prevention and combating of corruption and its related social menace will be desirable, but not 
necessary.

 
 

C.

 

Additional Requirements, Core Skills and Competencies:

 
 

Each applicant for the above-mentioned positions

 

of the LACC must be a Liberian citizen of minimum thirty (30) 
years of age and with good moral character.

 

He/she must have the following core skills and competencies:

 

✓

 

Computer literacy, especially in Microsoft Office Suite

 

✓

 

Be knowledgeable about the use of key Accounting Software and Packages (applicable to Vice Chairperson)
✓

 

Proficiency in written and spoken English

 

✓

 

Proven strong analytical skills, excellent team building and interpersonal skills 
✓

 

Integrity and high moral standards, respect for gender, diversity, and inclusion
✓

 

Result-based planning, management, and leadership

 

✓

 

Developing, empowering, and getting the best out of others

 

✓

 

Effective and efficient management of performance and resources

 
 

D.

 

Salary and benefits: shall be in line with government-approved salary and benefits for said or similar 
position(s).

 
 

E.

 

Application Requirements:

 
 

1.

 

A cover letter detailing applicant’s interest in the position.

  

2.

 

Maximum two-page statement on the applicant’s vision for the position and institution.
3.

 

At least one copy of all relevant degree(s) and professional certification(s).
4.

 

Curriculum Vitae with all relevant information and details, including at least three references, their contacts, 
and contact

 

authorization.

 

5.

 

A letter of permission to request attestation from the university(ies) or any higher learning institution from 
which candidate graduated.

 

6.

 

Copy of a passport, national ID card and police clearance.

 
  

F.

 

Application Procedure: 

 
 

All applications must be submitted ONLINE ONLY to the adhoc committee for pre-selecting LACC 
Commissioners via the following email address: adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com.  The cover letter and 
subject of the email shall clearly state the position for which the applicant is applying. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

APPLICANTS WHO PREVIOUSLY APPLY TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS:
adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com DO NOT HAVE TO REAPPLY EXCEPT FOR SUBMITTING 
OTHER RELEVANT DOCUMENTS AS THEIR APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AND 
REVIEWED. HOWEVER, APPLICANTS WHO PREVIOUSLY APPLY TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS 
adhoccommittee2022@gmail.com HAVE TO REAPPLY OR FORWARD THEIR INITIAL APPLICATION 
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS: adhoccommitteelacc2022@gmail.com FOR CONSIDERATION.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023 @ Midnight.

NOTE: FEMALE CANDIDATES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.
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B
ilan très lourd après 
u n e  v i o l e n t e  
a t taque,  l e  17  

février 2023, contre des 
militaires dans le Nord du 
Burkina Faso. Le convoi 
circulait entre Oursi et Déou, 

lorsque des hommes armés 
l u i  o n t  t e n d u  u n e  
embuscade. Les chiffres 
officiels provisoires parlent 
de 51 soldats tués et de 
plusieurs dizaines portés 
disparus. Le chef de la junte 
au pouvoir, le capitaine 
Ibrahim Traoré, a diffusé un 
message de soutien, ce 21 
février.

Dans un communiqué 
publié dans la nuit du 20 au 
21 février 2023, le président 

burkinabè a insisté sur sa « 
détermination intacte » à 
combattre les jihadistes. Mais le 
capitaine Ibrahim Traoré a 
reconnu que l'armée avait été « 
victime d'une attaque de grande 
ampleur », et que malgré « une 

vigoureuse résistance », il y a eu « 
des pertes en vies humaines ».

Les chiffres sont incertains : 51 
militaires tués, au moins 3 blessés 
évacués. Mais des dizaines de 
soldats sont portés disparus. « 
Près de 80 personnes sont encore 
recherchées », a confié à RFI une 
source sécuritaire.

Le bilan risque donc de 
s'alourdir, alors qu'on parle déjà 
de la plus grave attaque contre 
l'armée depuis celle d'Inata, qui 
avait couté la vie à 57 gendarmes 

en novembre 2021.
Ce week-end, l'armée a 

c o n d u i t  u n e  r i p o s t e ,  
notamment aérienne, et le 
ratissage continue. L'état-
major  a  af f i rmé avo i r  
neutralisé plus de 150 
terroristes, dont au moins une 
partie tentaient de fuir vers le 
Mali. Au moins sept véhicules 
armés et des dizaines de 
motos ont également été 
détruits.

Une zone où les groupes 
jihadistes sont actifs

Selon une source militaire, 
le convoi attaqué le 17 février 
dernier était parti de Gorom-
Gorom, dans la province de 
l'Oudalan, où l'armée a un 
détachement permanent.

Ces soldats étaient en fait 
une relève qui devait se rendre 
jusqu'à Déou, à moins d'une 
centaine de kilomètres au 
Nord-Ouest. Mais ils ont été 
attaqués avant d'arriver.

« La lutte est âpre. Le 
combat parsemé d'embûches. 
Mais notre sursaut patriotique 
et notre détermination 
restent intacts », a encore 
indiqué Ibrahim Traoré dans 
son message.

La zone où a eu lieu 
l'attaque fait partie des 
secteurs où les groupes 
j ihad i s tes  sont  ac t i f s ,  
notamment l’État islamique 
dans le Grand Sahara (EIGS), 
lié à l'Etat islamique, et le 

La Commission libérienne 
de réglementat ion de 
l'électricité (LERC) a été 
classée 10e dans l'indice de 
r é g l e m e n t a t i o n  d e  
l'électricité (ERI) 2022 pour 
l'Afrique. La LERC a accompli 
cet exploit en moins d'un an 
après avoir été classée 37e 
dans le rapport ERI 2021 pour 
l'Afrique.

Le rapport ERI 2022 
couvre 43 pays d'Afrique avec 
45 autorités et institutions 
de régulation confirmées, 
participant au processus 
d'évaluation, qui était basé 
s u r  d e s  c a d r e s  
r é g l e m e n t a i r e s  d e  
l ' é l e c t r i c i t é  b i e n  
développés, la capacité 
d'exercer la surveillance et 
l'autorité réglementaires 
n é c e s s a i r e s  s u r  l e s  
entreprises réglementées, et 
la capacité d'obtenir des 
résultats mesurables.

L e  r a p p o r t  e s t  l a  
cinquième édition, et il 
mesure  le  n i veau  de  

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

développement des cadres 
réglementaires du secteur de 
l'électricité dans les pays africains 
et la capacité des autorités de 
r é g u l a t i o n  à  s ' a c q u i t t e r  
efficacement de leurs fonctions et 
devoirs pertinents par rapport aux 
normes internationales et aux 
meilleures pratiques.

L'ERI est un indice composite 
composé de trois piliers : 
Regulatory Governance Index 

(RGI), Regulatory Substance 
Index (RSI) et Regulatory 
Outcome Index (ROI).

Le RGI évalue la conception 
institutionnelle et juridique 
du cadre réglementaire, au 
sein duquel le mandat du 
régulateur est établi. Le RSI 
évalue dans quelle mesure les 
régulateurs du secteur de 

Des rumeurs selon lesquelles l’opposition a entrepris des 
pourparlers politiques frénétiques en vue de raviver la 
Collaboration des partis politiques (CPP), une coalition 
politique de l’opposition désintégrée, ont saturé l'air tant dans 
le pays qu'à l'étranger, en prélude aux élections d'octobre.

Des discussions auraient été organisées par des parties et des 
individus dont l’intention est de ramener les deux principaux 
dirigeants de l'opposition, M. Alexander B. Cummings du 
Congrès national alternatif et l'ancien vice-président Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai du Parti de l'unité et d’autres opposants 
partageant les mêmes idées autour d’une table pour former un 
front commun contre le président sortant George Manneh 
Weah.

Si ces rumeurs sont avérées, nous ne ferons qu’espérer que 
cette fois-ci, toutes les parties viendront à la table ronde avec 
une intention claire. En fait, il serait dangereux, très 
dangereux, si à huit mois des élections des judas s’infiltraient 
au milieu des gens bien intentionnés sous prétexte de former 
un front commun alors qu'ils ont une arrière-pensée.

Certains individus de l'opposition sont bien responsables de 
l'effondrement de la CPP. Et ils sont toujours là. Encore faut-il 
qu’ils soient surveillés avec des yeux d'aigle pendant que l’on 
entreprend ce dernier effort pour créer un front d'opposition 
uni. Ces gens seront plus que perfides pour faire avancer leurs 
motivations, d’autant plus que la Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique au pouvoir est prête à faire un effort 
supplémentaire pour fragmenter et affaiblir l'opposition avant 
les élections.

Nous nous souvenons de la déclaration de Ganta faite à l’issue 
de la rencontre où des gens comme le sénateur Prince Yormie 
Johnson, l'homme d'affaires Benoni W. Urey, Alexander B. 
Cummings, Joseph Nyumah Boakai et feu Me Charles Walker 
Brumskine, se sont réunis contre M. Weah et son CDC en 2017. 
Mais le mariage s'est effondré avant même le premier tour du 
scrutin.

L'opposition a intérêt à ne pas prendre pour argent comptant le 
désaccord apparent entre le sénateur Prince Yormie Johnson 
et le président George Weah, car l'homme PYJ n'est pas un 
poisson-chat dans l'eau. Il est glissant et difficile à cerner. En 
d'autres termes, il est hautement imprévisible et peu fiable. Il 
a laissé tomber le CDC en 2011 avant de finalement apporter 
son soutien au président Weah en 2017.

Ces discussions qui ont été engagées dans les coulisses en ce 
moment ne sont pas nouvelles. En tout cas les interlocuteurs 
s’y connaissent déjà. Ils y étaient allés et avaient réussi, 
comme en ont témoigné les résultats de l'élection sénatoriale 
spéciale du 8 décembre 2021 qu’a perdues le parti au pouvoir 
dans le comté de Montserrado, son fief d’antan, au profit de 
l'opposition.
Nous sommes encouragés par les derniers efforts visant à 
réunir l'opposition, car il est bon de le faire afin que l'électorat 
puisse avoir une meilleure opportunité de choisir des 
dirigeants qui représenteront leurs intérêts.

Réduire le nombre de candidats à la présidentielle et de partis 
politiques rend la démocratie plus forte et
compétitive. Nous exhortons les acteurs clés à enterrer leur 
ego et à placer le Libéria au-dessus de tous les autres intérêts 
dans ces discussions.

Si la CPP est véritablement révisée et renforcée avant le début 
de l'opération d’enrôlement des électeurs et de la campagne, 
nous croyons fermement que l'objectif de chasser le président 
Weah du pour aura déjà été atteint.

Éditorial
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ccusés de détournement de fonds publics puis suspendus, des 

Aresponsables du ministère de la Santé exigent un audit 
immédiat pour établir les faits.

801 693,00 $ US qui auraient été versés à l'équipe de santé du comté 
de Margibi dans le cadre de l'assistance des services de santé de 
l'Agence des États-Unis pour le développement international (USAID) 
manqueraient de l’appel.
Ce montant aurait été accordé dans le cadre du programme d'accord 
de remboursement à montant fixe (FARA). Mais il aurait été utilisé à 
mauvais escient par les administrateurs de l'équipe de santé du comté 
de Margibi.
Des informations font état du fait que l'agent de santé du comté de 
Margibi (CHO), le Dr Augustine Nyankun Fannieh, et d'autres cadres 
supérieurs de l'équipe de santé du comté discutaient de leur 
implication dans le prétendu détournement de ces fonds publics.
Il serait question de surfacturations frauduleuses et de collecte de 
pots-de-vin auprès des fournisseurs. Parmi les autres accusés d'être 
impliqués figurent l'administrateur des services de santé du comté, 
Leroy Darworzia, directeur du département des services de santé du 
comté, James Tamba Varney, agent de conformité, George Y. 
Gaykpua, agent des finances, Roland M. Reeves, agent des finances 
adjoint, Kusie E. David, et responsable des achats, Dornuu Horace.
Mais le directeur du département des services de santé du comté de 
Margibi, M. James Tamba Varney, a catégoriquement nié les 
allégations dans une interview avec des journalistes le vendredi 17 
février 2023.
Le scandale financier aurait été mis à nu par un enregistrement audio 
d’une réunion qu’ont eu les cadres supérieurs il y a plus de cinq mois. 
L’enregistrement audio aurait fait fuite suite à l’insatisfaction de 
certains en ce qui concerne le partage injuste du butin de la 
corruption.
Mais le directeur du département des services de santé du comté de 
Margibi, M. James Tamba Varney, a expliqué qu'à aucun moment 
l'équipe de santé du comté de Margibi n'a reçu le montant de 801 
693,00 USD du ministère de la Santé dans le cadre du financement du 

FARA.
Animant un point de presse vendredi 
dernier, Varney a nié les allégations de 
fraude portées contre les responsables 
de l'équipe de santé du comté de 
Margibi.
M. Varney a défié le gouvernement du 
Libéria (GOL) et le ministère de la 
Santé de procéder à un audit immédiat 
sur l'utilisation abusive présumée des 
801 693,00 $ US.
"Permettez-moi de dire ceci aux 
journalistes, à aucun moment nous 
n'avons reçu autant d'argent pour ce 
programme. Le ministère ne nous a pas 
donné un centime", a-t-il allégué.
"Depuis que je suis née, je n'ai jamais 
détenu un tel argent. Je ne vais pas 
vous dire que l'équipe de santé du 
comté n'a pas reçu d’argent si en 
réalité, il l’a reçu. Je n’oserais pas 
faire ça”.
"A aucun moment, nous n'avons reçu 
autant d'argent du ministère de la 
Santé (MOH), c'est un mensonge 
flagrant, et le ministère essaie juste 
de cacher l'énorme corruption qui 
engloutit ce ministère", a-t-il déclaré 
avec colère.
M. Varney a confirmé que l'équipe de 
santé du comté de Margibi est au 
courant du programme FARA, mais qu'à 
aucun moment, elle n'a reçu d'argent 
du ministère de la Santé.
Selon lui, le ministère de la Santé a 
promis de verser le financement en 
quatre versements, il s’agit de 200 000 
dollars américains par versement.
« Si je suis accusé, je veux que le 
public demande au ministère de la 
Santé d'ouvrir une enquête rapide pour 
répondre aux préoccupat ions  
croissantes », a-t-il défié le ministère.
Par ailleurs, M. Varney a dit que la 
vice-ministre de la Santé pour 
l'administration, Mme Norwu G. 
Howard, avait menacé de saisir la 
Commission anti-corruption du Libéria 
( LACC ) ,  s an s  a vo i r  p rocédé  
préalablement à un audit interne.
La sous-ministre Howard n'a pas pu 
être jointe jusqu'à l'heure de presse 
car son téléphone sonnait sans 
relâche.

A
u Mali, les dirigeants de la Maison 
de la presse de Bamako comptent 
porter plainte contre X après son 

saccage le 20 février 2023, en plein 
lancement d'une nouvelle plateforme de 
l'opposition. « Nous sommes choqués par 
ce qui s’est passé », réagit le président 
des lieux, Bandiougou Danté.
Au Mali, les dirigeants de la Maison de la 
presse restent stupéfaits après le 
saccage de leurs locaux le 20 février 2023 
à Bamako. Rixes, klaxons, jets de chaise : 
des casseurs se sont introduits dans 
l'édifice pour perturber la conférence de 
presse d'une nouvelle plateforme de 
l'opposition baptisée « L'Appel du 20 
février pour sauver le Mali ». Cette 
plateforme est composée d'une dizaine 
de partis politiques et d'organisations de 
la société civile opposés au projet de 
réforme constitutionnelle et favorable à 
des élections civiles.
« Nous sommes choqués par ce qui s’est 
passé à la Maison de la presse, réagit 
Bandiougou Danté, son président, au 
micro de Claire Fages. C’est le lieu des 
expositions plurielles. Elle accueille tout 

le monde, elle donne la parole à tout le monde. C’est la première 
fois que la Maison de la presse du Mali est attaquée et saccagée ».
« Une scène inexplicable, d’une violence extraordinaire »
Il raconte : « On a vraiment assisté à une scène inexplicable, d’une 
violence extraordinaire : des chaises qui défilaient dans l’air, des 
coups de poing qui partaient dans tous les sens, des vitres cassées 
et même les carreaux n’ont pas été épargnés. Nous condamnons 
les auteurs de cette situation inadmissible et les complices 
également. »
Bandiougou Danté prévient : « Nous avons envoyé un huissier pour 
constater les dégâts. 

l'électricité s'acquittent de 
leur mandat en développant 
et en mettant en œuvre les 
pratiques et les processus qui 
affectent les résultats 
réglementaires tandis que le 
retour sur investissement 
mesure, du point de vue des 
entreprises de services 
publics de distribution et/ou 
des consommateurs, le degré 
auquel le régulateur a un 
impact positif ou négatif sur 
le secteur.

Le président du conseil 
des commissaires (BoC), le Dr 
Lawrence D. Sekajipo, 
réagissant au rapport, a 
décrit l'indice comme un 
témoignage de la qualité du 
travail accompli par la 

Commission au cours des 
deux dernières années pour 
réformer le secteur de 
l'électricité en Libéria.

Le Dr Sekajipo a remercié 
le gouvernement du Libéria, 
le gouvernement des États-
Unis par l'intermédiaire de 
Millennium Corporation, 
l ' U n i o n  e u r o p é e n n e ,  
l 'Autorité régionale de 
régulation de l'électricité de 
la CEDEAO (ARREC), les 
parties prenantes et les 
p a r t e n a i r e s  a u  

développement pour leur soutien 
continu depuis la création de la 
Commission.

"Ce classement est une 
motivation et la LERC est prête et 
préparée pour gravir les échelons 
et devenir un leader de la 
régulation de l'électricité sur le 
continent africain et dans le 
monde", a affirmé le président de 
la BoC.

Dans un autre développement, 
l'Autorité de régulation régionale 
de l'électricité de la CEDEAO 
(ARREC) a mené une analyse des 
procédures d'octroi de licences 
dans les États membres de la 
CEDEAO. Le Libéria a été félicité 
pour avoir des cadres d'octroi de 
licences bien définis, complets et 
rendus publics, servant d'un des 

meilleurs exemples parmi les 
pays d 'Afrique de l 'Ouest 
analysés. L'analyse de l'ARREC a 
conclu que le processus d'octroi 
de licences du Libéria pourrait 
servir de modèle de processus 
pouvant être utilisé par d'autres 
États membres de la CEDEAO s'ils 
souhaitent développer leur 
processus à partir de zéro ou 
l'améliorer. Elle a décrit la licence 
d'importation du Libéria et ses 
termes et conditions comme un

modèle précieux.

JNIM, qui est une branche 
d'al-Qaïda. Par le passé, les 
deux mouvements se sont 
d'ailleurs affrontés dans 
cette région principalement 
boisée, proche des frontières 
du Niger et du Mali.

Sous la précédente junte 
du lieutenant-colonel Paul-
Henri Sandaogo Damiba, la 

province de l'Oudalan avait été 
classée zone « d'intérêt militaire 
», avec couvre-feu, interdiction 
de circuler à moto et évacuation 
de civils pour laisser la place aux 
opérations de l'armée.

Cette attaque n'est donc pas 
une surprise, d'autant que les 
is lamistes ont récemment 
intensifié leurs opérations.
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Every leadership concept has a unique 
communication style. Authentic leaders 
convey optimism and hope, while servant 

leaders are keen listeners deeply engaged with 
followers to understand their perspectives. 
Transformational leaders are motivators, mentors, 
and coaches in communicating a clear vision to 
inspire extraordinary goals. This article seeks to 
convey the nuances of transformational leaders' 
language--the means and the methods used in 
speaking with followers to produce change.   

What  i s  Trans fo rmat iona l  Leader sh ip ?  
Transformational Leadership has distinct 
transformative capacities. By leveraging their 
prodigious charm, intelligence, and communication 
capabilities, they can translate goals into reality 
and transform followers' lives. They are inspiring 
personalities capable of motivating 
peers and subordinates toward 
achieving results in a non-coercive 
manner. They are proactive and 
results-oriented individuals who can 
facil itate behavioral change 
purposefully. 
 
Transformational Leadership is 
about building consensus and 
commitment to achieve a common 
o b j e c t i v e  b y  e x c e e d i n g  
expectations. The process is 
interactive, and the leader and 
followers must be keenly involved to 
enable followers to reach their 
fullest potential. It involves 
influence to spur voluntary action for 
achieving a mutual purpose. 
Achieving desired outcomes through 
coercive action is rarely achievable.        
  
Transformational Leadership Speak. 
The words (and as discussed further-
- t h e  p r o s o d y )  u s e d  b y  
transformational leaders to initiate 
change, empower followers, and 
commun i ca te  a  v i s i on  a r e  
deliberate. In addition to the words 
and prosody, the sequencing of the 
message is equally important. Research shows that 
attention to diction nuance, including the word 
sequence, enhances delivery impact and effect. 

In his book "The Secret Language of Leadership," 
Steve Denning proposes the following sequence: 

1.Get attention by telling stories that resonate with 
the audience's challenges. At the onset of WWII, 
Winston Churchill's repeatedly told the story of 
"Blood, Toil, Tears, and Sweat," which heralded the 
sacrifices that lay ahead and rallied the British 
people behind his ambitious ideal of achieving 
victory at all costs. 

2.Elicit desire for a different future by connecting 
emotionally with the audience's system of values. 
Martin Luther King's I have a dream speech 
connected well with the audience as the underlying 
story of hope and change deeply affected the 
generation on the Washington DC mall.  

3.Reinforce with reasons after establishing the 
emotional connection. The other way around will 
often not achieve any meaningful results, and 
instead, there is a propensity to backfire against a 
well-heeled belief system. Delivering an adequately 
timed and logical argument to a malleable audience 
won over through emotional appeal is significant for 
honing the message. 

Research studies have established a strong correlation 
between transformational  leadership and 
communication skills. One study in the US identified 
assertive communication skills as a common 
denominator among top business leaders. The more 
profound a leader's communication skills, the more 
likely the leader is transformational. In general, 
exceptional transformational leaders display 
outstanding communication capabilities. 

Enabling Conditions. Besides the right words and 
correct word sequencing, Denning suggests certain 
additional conditions should be present to create an 
enabling environment for assimilating the 
transformational leader's message. Denning describes 
these conditions as "a truthful commitment to a clear, 
inspiring change idea illuminated by narrative 
intelligence, appropriate body language, and an 
understanding of the audience's story." 

Followers must believe in the leader and the 
authenticity of the leader's message to embrace the 
vision and provide support. If the message is unclear or 
lacks motivation, followers will resist buying into the 
idea. The leader must show empathy for the challenges 
those listening to the message face, and only then can 
the leader constructively design a solution to instigate 
change. 
Developing appropriate narrative intelligence is an 
essential facet of story-telling. The narrative must 
utilize the right inflections and cues to demonstrate a 
deep contextual understanding. The story should be 
truthful to breed trust to reinforce the message of 
change. 
The body language used should be in harmony with the 
message. A mismatch between the two is easy to spot 
and can undermine credibility when listeners hear one 
thing but see another. This distortion can lead to the 
rejection of the information communicated.        
Prosody in Speech. Although there is limited research 
on the interrelationship between transformational 
leaders and prosody in speech, the scant study material 
on this topic, combined with anecdotal evidence, 
suggests a strong correlation. Specifically, studies 
indicate transformational leaders' speech and spoken 
frequencies, spoken volume, intonation, voice quality, 
and speech rate contribute to their language and 
communication effectiveness. 

Transformational leaders' behavior suggests emotional 
intelligence that encompasses a broad range of skills, 
including emotional awareness and expressive 
communication. Transformational leaders manage 
followers' emotions; hence it is generally believed that 
empathy is part of their toolbox. One method used in 
managing emotions is through speech, which 
influences memory, motivation, and thought. The non-
verbal cues in speech produce an emotional 
connection--through speech melody--between 
transformational leaders and followers.  

Several practical examples of fact and fiction support 
the interrelationship between transformational 
leaders and prosody in speech. One of the most notable 
relates to the former British Prime Minister and leader 
of the Tory Party, Margaret Thatcher. As Thatcher 
began her ascent in politics, concerns emanated from 
her handlers about her wardrobe and voice. They 

arranged elocution lessons, dramatically lowering her 
pitch and slowing her speaking rate. These changes 
marked a turning point in Thatcher's career as they 
produced a distinct speaking style, which arguably may 
have contributed to her ascendency to the 
premiership. The famous Hollywood actor James Earl 
Jones's deep basso voice and commanding presence 
have earned him leading roles from Darth Vader's voice 
in the Star Wars Trilogy to Mustapha in the Lion King. 
Jones's unmistakable voice represents the 
quintessential Hollywood leadership stereotype. 
Comedian Trever Noah does a hilarious parody of 
Nelson Mandela coaching Barack Obama to speak with 
a lower tone to improve audience impact. Noah plays 
both roles in a comedic set. Although it is unclear 
whether the act had a basis in factual events, it 
underscores the importance of prosody in leadership 
speech. 

About the author: P. Ernest Parker, Jr., is a Parker & 
Company, LLC, certified public accountant, a partner 
in Monrovia, Liberia, and Ashburn, VA, USA. He is a US-
trained CPA with an MBA/MS in general and strategic 
management from Indiana University, Kelly School of 
Business. He is currently a doctoral candidate at 
Regent University School of Business and Leadership. 
His email address is zurrick@msn.com. 

The Language of Transformational Leaders:Critical 
elements for getting the message across effectively
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Behind the scenes, 
d i s cu s s i on s  a re  
ongoing at the high-

level for a possible Boakai-
Cummings ticket ahead of 
the 2023 general and 
presidential  elections,  

Col laborat ing Pol i t ical  
Parties (CPP) Chairman Musa 
Bility told the New Dawn on 
Tuesday, February 21.

“There are ongoing 
discussions behind the scenes 
at the high-level for a 
possible collaboration. And 
when I say at the high-level, I 
mean between chairman to 
chairman,” Mr. Bility added.

According to him, the 
CPP’s position at these 
discussions is that all parties 
sit at a table to discuss and 
that nobody should come at 
t h e  t a b l e  w i t h  a  
predetermined outcome.He 
explained that when all 
parties sit at the table, the 
discussions will be centered 
around the two positions that 
will be proffered. And based 
on those positions, they 
would select someone with a 
leadership quality and 
s t rength  to  lead  the  
opposition and not just 
popularity.Asked if there has 
been any initiative from Mr. 
Cummings to reach out to Mr. 
Boakai, Bility said yes. He 
explained that Cummings has 
reached out to Mr. Boakai 
asking him to lift his 
(Cummings) hand as a 

recognized leader of the 
opposition and he Boakai in 
return would name a vice 
running mate to Cummings. 

He noted that that has been 
the CPP’s position but was 
quick to point out that the CPP 
is yet to know the UP’s 
position.

“So, we need to go at the 
table to sit and discuss; and we 
know there are two positions; 
then we can narrow down and 
discuss. This is politics 
anything is possible,” he 
said.Boakai’s Unity Party and 
C u m m i n g s ’  A l t e r n a t i v e  
National Congress (ANC) were 
both part of the CPP which 
included the Liberty Party and 
the All-Liberian Party of 
Businessman Benoni Urey.

The CPP in 2020 shocked the 
ruling Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) when it won 
Senatorial seats in counties 
that were once described as 
the ruling party stronghold.

But months later, the CPP 
collapsed as the ALP and UP 
pulled out along with a 
fragment of the Liberty Party. 
The relationship looked 
irreparable when ALP political 
leader and his Secretary 
General took Mr. Cummings to 
court for forgery.

Mr. Cummings was accused 
by Mr. Urey of allegedly 
tampering with the CPP’s 
framework document and 
illegally attaching his (Urey’s) 
signature to a photocopy 
version. Cummings has always 
denied any wrongdoing. 

In that trial, Mr. Boakai who 
was then chairing the CPP at 
the beginning of the case 
testified against Mr. Cummings 
on behalf of the Liberian 
Government.

During his testimony, Boakai 
claimed that “The document 
before me is not the document 

that I signed on May 19, 2020. 
The document I signed was in 
its original form and not a 
photocopy with all the parties’ 
names in alphabetical order.” 

His testimony against 
Cummings  at  the t ime 
suggested that the ANC’s 
leader, now CPP’s Standard 
Bearer, forged their signatures 
o n  a n o t h e r  d o c u m e n t  
purporting to be the CPP’s 
framework paper.

However, as things stand 
and as the date of the general 
elections draw nearer, the 
parties are beginning to 
realize that only a united 
oppo s i t i on  c an  de fea t  
incumbent President George 
Weah.This was echoed by the 
former Vice President in a 
recent interview with the 
Voice of America (VOA) when 
he stressed the need for a 
united opposition to defeat 
President Weah.“We all need 
to see the need to rescue 
Liberia. This is not the matter 
of sitting on the fence. It’s the 
matter of getting together. 
People are suffering and so, 
doors are being opened to 
Prince Johnson and everybody 
to rescue Liberia from this 
nightmare,’’ said Amb. Boakai.

Former VP Boakai
Mr. Musa Bility

ANC Leader Alexander Cummings
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O
pposition Liberian 
People's Party (LPP) 
political leader Cllr. 

Tiawan Saye Gongloe has risen to 
the defense of Magistrates at the 
National Elections Commission 
amidst calls for a shakeup at the 
electoral house by politicians 
here amongst them Vice 
Pres ident  Jewe l  Howard  
Taylor.Cllr. Gongloe said Vice 
President Howard-Taylor’s call to 
replace all magistrates at the 
NEC months before the 2023 
general  and pres ident ia l  
elections intended to remove 
them and replace them with 
partisans of the ruling Coalition 
for Democratic Change (CDC).

Add re s s i ng  j ou rna l i s t s  
Monday, 20 February 2023, Cllr. 
Gongloe said he is dismayed by 
the Vice President’s claim that 
the Elections Magistrates are 
corrupt.The presidential hopeful 
contended that it was sad for the 
vice president to accuse all the 
elections magistrates of being 
corrupt.

Gongloe argued that though 
there have been some forms of 
electoral disputes, the vice 

president has forgotten that the 
Coalition for Democratic Change 
(CDC) government benefited 
from the election that these 
magistrates conducted.

He claimed that based on the 
great work that the elections 
magistrates did during the 
previous elections, one of them 
was elevated to the position of 
commissioner.At this time, Cllr. 
Gongloe noted that as the 
country goes to a major election, 
it's unacceptable for someone to 
seek to replace all the elections 
magistrates with people they can 
control.According to the 
renowned Liberian human rights 
lawyer, Vice President Howard-
Taylor's statement leaves the 
opposition to wonder as to what 
she knows that the opposition 
doesn't know."[As] I said, I really 
don't know all that she said, but 
the statement is worrisome 
because this very government 
talks about the replacement of 
those magistrates," said Cllr. 
Gongloe. 

"And the only thing I'm seeing 
here is her quest to have all the 
elections magistrates replaced is 

to be sure of the election results 
this October," he added.It can be 
recalled that on Tuesday, 9 August 
2022, President George Manneh 
Weah requested lawmakers to 
return from their break to discuss 
critical national issues for the 
period of 30 days which began on 15 
August 2022 to end Tuesday, 13 
September 2022.

Among others, the issues 
included a request for legislators to 
pass the amendment of the New 
Elections Law which called for the 
i m m e d i a t e  d i s m i s s a l  a n d  
retirement of all elections 
magistrates across the country.

It came barely nine months to 
the presidential and legislative 
elections due October this year in 
which President George Manneh 
Weah is seeking a second term. In a 
related development, the LPP 
standard bearer called on Defense 
Minister Daniel Ziankan to desist 
from making reckless statements 
that have the propensity to 
undermine the country's peace.

According to him, the Ministry of 
Defense with no security authority, 
should not be predicting and 
forecasting any act of violence.

Cllr. Gongloe warned that this is 

c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  i t  
undermines the country's peace 
process."We're trying to tighten up 
the peace process in this country 
because we are still in a peace-
building process, and each citizen 
of Liberia, especially people in 
authority, should [not] be saying 
things that will have a chilling 
effect on the Liberian people," said 
Cllr. Gongloe."I think the Minister of 
Defense's statement was totally out 
of order. Such isn't necessary and it 
shouldn't be repeated," he warned 
further.Cllr. Gongole added that 
Minister Ziankahn is not the Chief of 
Staff of the Armed Forces of 
Liberia, saying he is a political 
person.He reminded the Defense 
Minister that the military should be 
independent to defend the 
collective security of the country 
and not any special interest."He 
shouldn't even be thinking about 
the military's interventions in civil 
affairs so early. Even if there is a 
national crisis, the army might not 
intervene on its own," Cllr. Gongloe 
argued.Recently, Defense Minister 
Ziankahn vowed that the army will 
go after anyone crossing the red 
line during the electoral process.

fear of being victimized.At 
the same time, Mr. Jackson 
appreciated the participants 
and lauded the partners for 
allowing SAI-Liberia to host 
the important international 
event.He indicated that the 
organizing of the regional 
workshop comes against the 
backdrop of activities from 
the results of the needs 
assessment and situational 

ana ly s i s  per formed in  
Botswana,  Kenya,  and 
Liberia.

He said the assessment 
focused on how to address 
gaps resulting from the 
a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  t h e  
formulation of a road map for 
the seamless roll-out of the 
C i t i z e n - E Y E  M o b i l e  
A p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
participating countries.

Liberia under the General 
Auditing Commission is 

cur rent ly  conven ing  a  
r e g i o n a l  w o r k s h o p  i n  
Monrovia under the auspices 
of AFROSAI-E.The workshop is 
funded by the German 
International Cooperation 
(GIZ), bringing together 
Supreme Audit Institutions 
from Uganda, Kenya, Ghana, 
and host Liberia.  The 
workshop is held under the 
theme: "Technology-Driven 
Citizen Engagement."

Continues from page 5

VP TaylorCllr. Gongloe
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Boakai-Cummings ticket 
  By Othello B. Garblah

VP Taylor wants partisans 
magistrate at NEC

By Lewis S. Teh

GAC Launches Platform to 
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T
h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives has 
passed the draft 

budget for fiscal year 2023 in 
t h e  t u n e  o f  
US$794,532,682.00 and sent 
it to the Liberian Senate for 
further action. Thirty-five 

lawmakers voted for the 
passage of the budget at the 
House of Representatives.

On 5 December 2022, the 
Executive Branch, through 
the Ministry of Finance and 
Deve lopment  P l ann ing  
(MFDP), submitted to the 
House of Representatives a 
proposed National Budget 

amounting to US$777.94 
million.

The Plenary of the 
House of Representatives 
took the action Tuesday, 21 
February 2023 following a 
report from its Ways, 
M e a n s  a n d  F i n a n c e  
c o m m i t t e e . T h e  
committee said in line 

with a mandate by the 
Plenary, it conducted a 
vigorous and thorough 
scrutiny of the Draft 
Budget for Fiscal Year 
2023, beginning with the 
Revenue Envelope.

I t  a d d e d  t h a t  i t  
conducted hearing with all 
major revenue-generating 
agencies including the 

State-owned Enterprises (SOEs).
The committee named the SOEs 

as the Liberia Telecommunications 
Authority, Liberia Maritime 
Authority, National Port Authority, 
Liberia Petroleum Refining 
Company, and other revenue 
generating Ministries, Agencies 
and Commissions.

"Honorable Speaker, Deputy 
Speaker and distinguished 
colleagues, considering 
that there is an urgent 
need to improve and 
suppor t  the  p roper  
collection of government 
revenues, the committee 
wishes to inform you that 
these revenue projections 
are contingent on a 
number of factors," the 
committee reported.

It said the factors 
included measures to be 
taken by the Liberia 
Revenue Authority and the 
p a s s a g e  o f  s o m e  
l e g i s l a t i on s  b y  t he  
Leg i s lature. In  these  
rigorous budget debates, 
the committee said, 

ministries and agencies were given 
the opportunity to defend their 
draft proposals.It noted that in 
cases where it found insufficient 
information, it formed sub- 
committees to ensure that the 
hearing intently looked at the 
programs in details so as to ensure 
value for money.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley
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House passes budget at US$794m.House passes budget at US$794m.House passes budget at US$794m.
By Bridgett Milton


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

