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A
SHANT I  KPOETA,  
G H A N A —  F r o m  
dozens of farms 

nestled among the hills of 
Ghana's Volta region to the 
cafes and restaurants of the 
capital, Accra, the women 

farming and market ing  
Ghanaian coffee are working 
to gain a firmer foothold in the 
small but growing sector.

Ghana is the world's 
second-largest cocoa producer 
behind neighbor Ivory Coast, 
but is one of Africa's smallest in 
terms of coffee output. Most 
smallholder farmers lack 
access to the resources 
needed to market their beans.

Benedicta Tamakloe, a 
former computer science 
teacher and founder of the 
Accra-based roaster Bean 
Masters, decided to help by 

working with female farmers 
who were struggling in the male-
dominated sector.

"At first, I just wanted to help 
these women in my home village 
find buyers," Tamakloe told 
Reuters, thinking back to when 

Bean Masters, one of the few 
female-owned coffee companies 
in Ghana, began in 2018.

"Then a friend told me: you 
have to be in the game to know 
the game," she said.

Bean Masters exclusively 
sources beans from female-
owned farmers who form a 
collective of around 200 growers 
- the country's largest of its kind 
which also helps members 
harvest their crop.

"We want to ensure we're 
getting the best beans possible," 
Tamakloe said to Isha Pagniw, 
owner of a farm near the top of a 

forested mountain on Ghana's 
eastern border with Togo 
where a group of women were 
plucking bright red coffee fruit 
from branches dappled by the 
morning sun.

As the women worked, 
Tamakloe walked among them 
with a device to test the coffee 
beans' moisture content.

The collective produced 
around 10 tonnes of coffee last 
year, much of which Tamakloe 
roasts herself at a chocolate 
factory in Accra. A portion of 
t h e  p r o c e e d s  f u n d s  
development projects in the 
villages where the women 
farm.

Today, Bean Masters coffee 
is mostly sold in bulk to high-
end restaurants and hotels. 
But Tamakloe aims to expand 
her production of retail-sized 
bags this year to make Bean 
Masters available to all kinds of 
consumers.

At Kozo, an Afro-Asian 
fusion restaurant in Accra, 
Tamakloe and the staff sipped 
espressos made with Bean 
Masters coffee. The owner 
visited Pagniw's farm with 
Tamakloe in 2021, and has 
exclusively stocked Bean 
Masters ever since.

“It's a company that fosters 
w o m e n  e m p o w e r m e n t ,  
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  
authenticity," said aspiring 
sommelier Ivy Esinam Lanyoh. 
"That is a vision that needs to 
be supported." VOA

Early results have 
started to arrive from 
Nigeria's tightest 

election since the end of 
military rule in 1999.

Official results from the 
south-western Ekiti state 
show a clear victory for ruling 
party candidate Bola Tinubu 
in one of his strongholds.

Fu r t he r  r e s u l t s  a r e  
expected shortly.

Following widespread 
delays and attacks on some 
polling stations on Saturday, 
voting was postponed until 
Sunday in parts of the country 
so final results will take some 
time.

Voting continued through 
the night in some areas.

Turnout appears to be high, 
especially among young 
people who make up about a 
third of the 87 million eligible 
voters.

This makes it the biggest 

democratic exercise in Africa.
The election has seen an 

unprecedented challenge to 
the two-party system that has 
dominated Nigeria for 24 
years.

Peter  Obi  f rom the  
previously little known Labour 
Party, Bola Tinubu from the 
ru l ing  A l l  Progress ives  
Congress (APC) and Atiku 
Abubakar of  the main 
o p p o s i t i o n  P e o p l e s  
Democratic Party (PDP) are all 
seen as potential winners. 
T h e r e  a r e  1 5  o t h e r  
presidential candidates.

Saturday's voting was 
marred by long delays at 
polling stations, as well as 
scattered reports of ballot-
box snatching and attacks by 
armed men, especially in 
southern areas, where Mr Obi 
has his support base.

Dr Nkem Okoli was just 
about to vote in the Lekki 
district of the biggest city 
Lagos when masked men 
attacked the polling station.

"There was pandemonium. 
There were bottles flying 
everywhere," she told the 

BBC. "They broke [the ballot box]. 
They stole the phones of the 
officials. Now we can't vote."

In some areas, voting did not 
begin until around 18:00 local time 
- three-and-a-half hours after polls 
were due to close.

First-time voter Susan Ekpoh 
told the BBC that she spent 13 hours 
at her polling station in the capital, 
Abuja, only leaving at midnight.

She said when it got dark, 
election officials said they needed 
light to see what they were doing, 
so she and others used their car 
h e a d l i g h t s  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  
proceedings.

The southern Bayelsa state was 
among those areas where voting 
was delayed until Sunday - it is not 
clear how many parts of the country 
saw voting postponed.

Harrison Rosaline said she 
waited for five hours to vote on 
Saturday in Bayelsa's capital, 
Yenagoa, without seeing any 
election officials. But she returned, 

with her two-week old baby, and is 
delighted to have finally cast her 
ballot.

"I was motivated because I want 
a better Nigeria. I want this country 
to be good for everybody, including 
my baby," she told the BBC.

There is tension in parts of Rivers 
and Lagos states, where some 
political parties have asked their 
members to go to the centres where 
votes are being collated, to prevent 
them being manipulated.

There have also been complaints 
over the use of the recently 
introduced electronic voting 
system, with many voters accusing 
electoral officials of refusing to 
upload the results at the polling 
units as they are supposed to.

However, in those areas where 
voting went smoothly, results are 
being posted outside individual 
polling stations. The results from 
tens of thousands of polling stations 
around the country are being added 
up. An official from the electoral 
body in each of Nigeria's 36 states 
will then travel to the capital, 
Abuja, where the results will be 
announced state-by-state, with the 
first announcements expected 
after 17:00 GMT on Sunday. BBC

AOUNDE, CAMEROON 

Y— At least 19 people 
were injured in an 

explosion Saturday at a sports 
event in southwest Cameroon, 
authorities said.

Nine athletes competing in 
the Mount Cameroon Race of 
Hope in Buea town were 
injured, as well as 10 civilians, 
including a baby, said Bernard 
Okalia Bilai, governor of the 
southwest region.

The injured have been 
taken to Buea regional hospital 
and are receiving treatment, 
he told The Associated Press.

The Central African nation 
has been plagued by fighting 
s i n c e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  
separat i s t s  l aunched  a  
rebellion in 2017, with the 
stated goal of breaking away 
from the area dominated by 
the French-speaking majority 
country and setting up an 
independent, English-speaking 
state.

The  gove rnment  ha s  

accused the separatists of 
committing atrocities against 
English-speaking civilians. The 
conflict has killed more than 
3,300 people and displaced more 
than 750,000 others, according to 
the United Nations.

One of the separatist groups 
claimed responsibility for 
Saturday's attack, but said the 
intention was to hit the military.

"Our primary targets were the 

Cameroon military who were 
providing security for the 
athletes. We regret that 
civilians were injured. We will 
continue fighting the military 
wherever they are until they 
liberate our territory," said 
Capo Daniel, deputy defense 
chief and spokesman for the 
Ambazonia Defense Forces. 
VOA

Female coffee growers harvest coffee beans on a farm
in the Dzogbedo community in the Volta Region, Ghana

Each ballot paper is being carefully checkedEach ballot paper is being carefully checkedEach ballot paper is being carefully checked

Nigeria election 2023:
Early results arriving

19 People Injured in Blast
at Cameroon Sports Event

Female-Owned Farms and Companies
Are Growing Ghana's Taste for Coffee

Security forces transport the remains of some
of the victims of the double blast in Cameroon
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LIBERIANS GO TO the polls on October 10th, exactly nine 
months from now in Presidential and General Elections to 
elect a new President and members of the Legislature or 
retain incumbent President George Manneh Weah and his 
ruling Coalition for Democratic Change.

THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS would be the second to be 
conducted by Liberians themselves since 1997. The 1979 
Elections that brought jailed former President Charles 
Ghankay Taylor to power were conducted by the regional 
bloc, ECOWAS, while the former United Nations Mission in 
Liberia or UNMIL spearheaded elections in 2005 and 2011 
respectively.

THE 2017 ELECTIONS, perhaps the most enviable in recent 
history, was conducted under the administration of former 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, who was on her way out, 
having completed two successful terms thus, ushering in the 
first peaceful transition from one democratically-elected 
President to another in more than 70 years.

LIBERIANS HAVE A lot to gain in terms of peace and respect 
how they conduct themselves now to October, and beyond in 
consolidating the democratic dividends of constitutional rule 
and stability.

ALREADY, THE NATIONAL Elections Commission has released 
timetable for the conduct of biometric voter’s registration, 
which runs from 20th March to 19th April, in phase one while 
second phase is scheduled from 21st April to 11th May, 2023.

IT IS TIME for the NEC, incumbent President Weah and 
members of the opposition to prepare adequately ahead of 
the polls to avoid last minute’s mistakes that may have the 
propensity of reversing the hand of the clock.

ELECTIONS ARE DEMOCRATIC exercises and everything 
should be done by all sides to keep them so for the general 
good, for the best path is always the path of justice, peace 
and unity.

POLITICIANS SHOULD TAILOR their messages, keeping in 
mind that they have a seared duty to keep the sanctity of the 
State they seek to govern, which happens to be the common 
patrimony.

THEREFORE, ELECTORATE should go beyond campaign T-
shirts, banners and flyers to critically examine candidates 
and their messages in reaching a determination who to cast 
their votes for and entrust their future to for the next six 
years.

THIS WOULD NOT be difficult if Liberia becomes the utmost 
objective for going to the polls other than selfish, narrow 
interests that soon melts away.

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

OHANNESBURG – Food and beverage 

Jgiant Nestlé recently updated its 
“responsible marketing to children 

practices.” As part of its new policy, 
which takes effect in July, the company 
says it will limit the marketing of 
unhealthy and ultra-processed foods to 
children under 16 and praises itself for 
being “one of the first food and beverage 
companies to voluntarily adopt such 
strict standards.” 

Nestlé’s move is not surprising. When 
faced with the threat of government 
scrutiny, companies and industry 
associations often tout self-regulation as 
a more effective alternative to protect 
public health. In fact, the opposite is 
likely to be true. A recent study by 
PRICELESS SA and researchers at the 
University of Witwatersrand School of 
Public Health, for example, reviews 20 
voluntary actions by food and beverage 
companies in low- and middle-income 
countries and finds that these measures 
“often aim to protect industry interests 
rather than improve public health.” 

Africa’s ongoing struggle with chronic 
illnesses underscores the urgent need for 
governments to crack down on Big Food, 
a s  they  d id  on  B ig  Tobacco.  
Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) such 
a s  h y p e r t e n s i o n ,  d i a b e t e s ,  
cardiovascular conditions, and cancer 
now account for 51% of deaths in South 
Africa and for roughly 37% of deaths in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. The number of 
African adults with diabetes, currently 
at 24 million, is expected to grow by 
129% by 2045. 

South Africa’s recent experience offers 
policymakers useful lessons about the 
dangers of self-regulation. In 2018, South 
Africa introduced a tax on sugary 
beverages called the Health Promotion 
Levy. While the tax is too low, studies 
show that it has already had a positive 
effect, reducing consumption of sugar-
sweetened beverages. 

In the lead-up to the tax, and with 
childhood obesity on the rise, Coca-Cola 
announced that it would not market its 
products to children under 12 and no 
longer supply outlets on school grounds 
with fizzy, sugary beverages. Two years 
after the pledge, a study examining 105 
public schools in the country found 
“some preliminary evidence that 
voluntary pledges by commercial 
entities are not sufficient to remove 
[sugary beverages] and advertisements 
from schools” and recommended a sales 
and advertising ban. Government action, 
the authors concluded, would most likely 
be far more effective. 

Moreover, it is difficult to see how 
policymakers can trust large food and 

beverage manufacturers to regulate 
themselves when these companies 
routinely flout national laws and 
regulations. In 2012, for example, South 
Africa announced new rules restricting 
the marketing of baby formula for 
children under the age of three, in line 
with the World Health Organization’s 
recommendations for regulating breast-
milk substitutes. Nestlé has repeatedly 
undermined these regulations by 
sponsoring conferences and events on 
infant and child nutrition. 

In 2021, for example, Nestlé teamed up 
with prominent South African media 
outlets to host an online forum that the 
company claimed would benefit “all 
moms, grandmas, aunties, and guardians 
of little ones” by teaching them 
everything they needed to know about 
infant and child nutrition. Those in 
attendance stood a chance of winning a 
R500 ($28) grocery-store voucher, an 
effective ploy during a period of 
skyrocketing food prices. The event was 
ultimately canceled following protests by 
nutrition experts and civil-society groups 
claiming that the event violated the 
prohibition on providing “incentives, 
enticements or invitations of any nature 
which might encourage the sale or 
promotion” of breast-milk substitutes. 

These types of exploitative tactics are not 
limited to South Africa or Nestlé. In 
addition to parent events, companies also 
increasingly undermine regulations by 
targeting new mothers on social media. A 
multi-country study examining the $55 
b i l l i o n  baby - f o rmu l a  i ndu s t r y,  
commissioned by the WHO, reveals the 
“shocking extent” of these practices, 
which include paying social-media 
influencers and platforms to “gain direct 
access to pregnant women and mothers at 
some of the most vulnerable moments in 
their lives.” 

The marketing of unhealthy, ultra-
processed foods and beverages creates 
unhealthy food environments. There is 
overwhelming evidence that the 
availability of these foods and beverages, 
together with the industry’s insidious 
marketing practices, contributes to 
morbidity and mortality and impedes 
policymakers’ efforts to bring NCDs under 
control. 

Governments must take decisive action to 
reduce the NCD burden. The failure of 
voluntary pledges shows that there is no 
substitute for strict, evidence-based 
regulation of the marketing of ultra-
processed foods and drinks. With NCDs on 
track to become the leading cause of 
death in Sub-Saharan Africa, the stakes 
are too high to prioritize the interests of 
profit-seeking corporate giants over 
sound public-health policies. 

Protecting Public
Health from Big Food

By Koketso Moeti

Gearing up for
October elections
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Op-ed

  

UNICH – In the year since Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the 

Mwar has evolved in ways few predicted. The conventional wisdom was that 
Russian forces would quickly overwhelm the overmatched Ukrainians and take 

possession of much more of the country than they gained in 2014. Others went further, 
predicting that Russia would topple the government in Kyiv and replace it with a 
puppet regime that would ratify Russian control and no longer embody a Western-
looking alternative to the bleakness that has become Vladimir Putin’s Russia. 

Given such dire forecasts, many in the West and in Ukraine would have readily 
accepted a version of what exists today, namely, a sovereign Ukraine exercising 
authority over some 80% of its territory. That this is the reality is a tribute to the 
effectiveness of Ukraine’s military, the collective courage of the Ukrainian people and 
their leaders, and the steadfastness of US and European support in the form of arms, 
money, training, intelligence, and the acceptance of millions of refugees. It is also a 
stunning indictment of Russia’s military. 

Putin is faced with difficult choices as he contemplates a war of choice that has not 
gone as planned. His decision to invade was not irrational, given his assumptions that 
Ukraine would be no match for his military, that Europe (especially Germany) was too 
dependent on Russian gas to stand up to him, and that the United States, post-January 
6 and post-Afghanistan, was too divided and inward-looking to aid Ukraine’s defense. 
But, because all these assumptions proved wrong, Putin’s calculation that the benefits 
of invading would dwarf the costs became a formula for disaster. 

Putin now finds himself playing for time. Unable to defeat Ukraine’s military, he is 
attacking economic and civilian targets, hoping to break the will of Ukrainians. He may 
also believe that, despite what Western leaders say, it is only a matter of time before 
European governments, along with the US, rethink the costs of supporting Ukraine. 

So, what does this augur for the future? Wars end one of two ways: when one side 
defeats the other and is able to impose its peace terms, or when the two sides conclude 
that compromise is preferable to continuing a war neither is strong enough to win. 

Neither of these conditions applies to this war as of now. To be sure, it is far from clear 
that Ukraine can eject Russia from its territory, even if Western governments shed 
their inhibitions and supply Ukraine with more advanced arms. Russian forces are dug 
in and will be difficult to dislodge. And there is the possibility, or even likelihood, that 
China would provide copious economic and military assistance to Russia, rather than 
see its strategic partner defeated by a US-led coalition. 

And Russian forces, for their part, are simply too poorly trained and led to defeat 
Ukraine on the battlefield. Aerial attacks on civilian areas, however brutal and costly, 
are no substitute for battlefield success, and so far have merely stiffened the resolve 
of the Ukrainian people. 

And yet the outlook for compromise is bleak. Putin appears determined to stay the 
course lest perceived defeat in Ukraine spur efforts by domestic rivals to remove him 
from power. Sanctions have had only a limited effect, as India, China, and others 
continue to purchase Russian energy. And Putin controls the political narrative at 
home, persuading many that Russia is a victim, forced by the US and NATO into a fight 
for survival against the West as a whole. 

Ukraine, too, is disinclined to compromise. Nearly all Ukrainians are calling for the 
complete liberation of their country’s territory. The reason is straightforward: the war 
has changed minds. Ukraine’s military prowess, and the manifest shortcomings of the 
Russian military, have nurtured more than a little strategic optimism about what the 
future might hold. 

Moreover, the war has hardened hearts. Russian atrocities, including bombing 
apartment buildings and executing civilians, has led to calls for reparations and war-
crimes tribunals. Some would add to this list the removal of Putin and his inner circle 
from power, an outcome seen by many as essential if Ukraine is ever to have confidence 
in any peace settlement. 

In short, the conditions are far from ripe for diplomacy. One day this will change, but 
that day appears to be far off. The good news (if there is any) is that the war may well 
become less intense as both sides face the difficulty of sustaining the magnitude of 
losses they have suffered this past year. They simply lack the manpower, equipment, 
and economic resources to do so. 

It also seems unlikely that Russia will opt to escalate. Attacking NATO makes no sense 
when it is patently clear Russia cannot even defeat Ukraine. Nuclear weapons seem to 
have little or no military value, and both China and India have made clear their 
opposition to their use. More important, Russia’s use of nuclear weapons of any type 
would almost certainly bring US and NATO troops directly into the war. 

The bad news, though, is that the war will not end anytime soon. The map of Ukraine a 
year from now will most likely resemble nothing so much as the map as it appears 
today. The year ahead promises to be dismal, not decisive – more reminiscent of World 
War I than of World War II. 

It all adds up to a significant and sobering anniversary. A war that few expected to last 
so long could well spur another round of commemoration and analysis a year from now.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.   www.project-syndicate.org

OPINION

EW YORK – Our planet’s tightly woven, interconnected natural systems are vital 

Nto life and livelihoods. Yet with each passing season, we are witnessing the 
crushing realities of the climate crisis and biodiversity loss. In its 2023 Global 

Risks Report, the World Economic Forum warns that six of the top ten risks in the 
coming decade will stem directly from the loss and degradation of nature. In the face 
of extreme storms and floods, devastating droughts and wildfires, ocean dead zones, 
and food scarcity, demands for systemic change have reached a crescendo. Unless we 
embark on a new course, our crises will only deepen. 

Despite the challenge of reaching global agreements in such a fractured world, we 
have cause for optimism. In late 2022, the United Nations Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) achieved a breakthrough after languishing in relative obscurity for 
many years. At the COP15 summit in Montreal in December, countries completed four 
years of negotiations and approved the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF), the most significant intergovernmental agreement on biodiversity 
in over a decade. 

Under the GBF, governments have committed to protect 30% of the world’s land, 
freshwater, and ocean by 2030; improve the sustainability of agriculture, 
aquaculture, fisheries, and forestry; and restore 30% of degraded ecosystems. The 
framework establishes multiple pathways for scaling up solutions within and across 
borders. It includes down payments, financial commitments, and an implementation 
plan, and it is already spurring action by corporations, governments, and civil society. 

But critical work remains to done. On February 20, UN member states gathered in 
New York to finalize a key piece of the ocean-governance puzzle: a new treaty to 
conserve and sustainably manage marine biodiversity in the high seas. 

The high seas cover two-thirds of all ocean and almost half the planet, and are home 
to up to ten million species – many of them still unidentified. But much of this 
biodiversity remains out of sight and thus out of mind. As a result, life in this vast 
expanse is constantly threatened by weak regulation of activities such as shipping and 
fishing, and by poor enforcement of existing laws. 

The high seas belong both to everyone and to no one. As with many common 
resources, there is no comprehensive, agreed-upon framework governing 
conservation and the sustainable use of the ocean outside of national jurisdictions. 
But since the same large petrels, leatherback turtles, sharks, and whales that we seek 
to protect on and off our shores spend much of their lives in the high seas, there is an 
obvious need for more robust global strategies to protect, manage, and monitor these 
areas.
 
Marine life does not recognize legal jurisdictions. For the conservation of migratory 
species and transboundary ecosystems to be effective, we urgently need a global 
high-seas treaty, which in turn will contribute to the implementation of the CBD’s 
ambitious new framework. Without it, the CBD will have much less chance of success. 
That is because, currently, there are no global powers to establish marine protected 
areas in the high seas. Even though the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea obligates 
states to assess the impact of activities in their waters, there is no global mechanism 
for assessing activities in the high seas. Instead, there is a patchwork of assessment 
mechanisms for different bodies that regulate parts of the high seas, but no minimum 
standards that ensure quality or consistency. 

So, what needs to happen at the summit in New York? For a new high-seas treaty to 
make a difference, it must achieve multiple objectives. The first is to provide 
countries with the legal powers to establish and manage a representative network of 
marine protected areas in the high seas, as this is essential to protecting at least 30% 
of the ocean by 2030. 

Moreover, we must dramatically strengthen governance of human activities that 
affect the high seas, by establishing robust, modern environmental assessment and 
management standards. And we need to ensure sufficient financial, scientific, and 
technical support for states that require it. 

We will also need a mechanism for sharing the benefits of marine genetic resources 
fairly and equitably, as well as a voting procedure when all good-faith efforts to reach 
consensus have been exhausted. Otherwise, one or two countries will be able to block 
progress even on issues that are supported by the overwhelming majority.

Only through a strong high-seas treaty and bolder action within existing treaty bodies 
(especially fisheries-management agreements) can we protect the health of the 
ocean. We must adapt quickly to new activities like deep-sea mining, as well as to 
increased shipping collisions with large animals and rising waste, noise, and artificial-
light pollution. This requires managing the whole ocean in a more comprehensive 
fashion. With ocean health declining, maintaining the status quo is not a viable 
option.

The negotiations for the first international ocean treaty in over 40 years, and the first 
to target the conservation and sustainable use of marine life in the high seas, offer 
another opportunity to rebalance our relationship with nature. Building on the 
momentum from COP15 in Montreal, we must now set a course to address the biggest 
risks facing our planet in the next decade.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

High Time for a
High-Seas Treaty

By Jennifer Morris

Why the War

Will Continue

By Richard Haass
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T
he date is September 22, 
2022, which means that the 
rainy season is still in full 

force in Liberia. It’s been six days 
since he was popularly elected by his 
fellow partisans as the Standard-
Bearer of the Liberian People’s Party 
(LPP) at the party’s national 
convention in Gbarnga, Bong County. 

In his powerful acceptance 
speech, Counselor Gongloe had told 
his fellow compatriots, “Today, you 
have directed me to go forward to tell 
the Liberian people that a better 
Liberia is possible, if we collectively 
fight the high level of corruption that 
exists in the governance of Liberia, in 
order to save enough money to 
improve our health system, 
educational system, reduce food 
i n s e c u r i t y ,  i m p r o v e  o u r  
infrastructure, increase our use of 
technology and tap on our green 
energy potential in order to move 
from being an energy dependent 
country to a productive partner in 
improving the electricity capacity of 
West Africa.”

It is against such backdrop of 
receiving a national mandate from a 
cross-section of his fellow partisans 
during that historic gathering, to be 
the Project Manager of Liberia’s 
H e r c u l e a n  d r i v e  t o w a r d s  
transformation that Counselor 
Gongloe is determined to engage with 
his people, especially folks in the 
rural parts of the country and convey 
to them the good news that his peers 
have given him a preferment to seek 
the nation’s presidency and boldly 
spearhead its transformation. From 
the onset, many people were 
skeptical about the tour, because of 
the dilapidated road conditions. 
Many of the roads in rural Liberia are 
actually makeshift roads constructed 
by logging companies, to enable them 
transport their logs to the main roads, 

onward to the seaports for export. 

Because such make-shift roads were not 
intended for durability, the logging 
companies used logs as bridges over the 
creeks and streams along those roads and of 
course, the dismal result is that a few years 
after the loggers had left, many of the 
makeshift bridges collapsed, or most of 
them are now very risky to drive over, 

because they’re in poor shape. Moreover, 
following the 1980 coup, it seems that post-
putsch Liberian governments virtually 
abdicated their responsibi l ity of 
constructing or maintaining primary or 
feeder roads, a situation that has rendered 
road travels very difficult and dangerous 
across the country. Besides that, in spite of 
its 176 years of existence as a nation, many 
towns and villages in the country don’t even 
have motor roads; rural inhabitants have 
had to tramp for hours on bush paths before 
getting to their destinations.

As a son of rural Liberia and a frequent 
visitor to many parts of the country in his 
over three decades of practice as Liberia’s 
foremost human rights lawyer, Counselor 
Tiawan Saye Gongloe is abundantly aware 
of the near impassable road conditions, 
especially in the remote parts of the 
country. But due to his eagerness to reach 
out to the Liberian people--the rural 
dwellers--who continue to bear the brunt of 
the abject deprivation being callously 
unleashed by kleptocrats on the 
downtrodden masses, he’s not deterred by 
such vexing road conditions.

Born on August 6, 1956 in Glehyee-
Zorpeay, Yarwin-Mehnsonon District in the 
then Central Province, eight years before 
the region became Nimba County in 1964, 
Cllr. Gongloe has seen and practically lived 
in severe deprivation. He has seen and 
walked miles and miles on bush paths, when 
there was absolutely no motor road. He has 
experienced tramping twenty to thirty 
miles on bush paths, crossing the Saint John 
River in crudely dug-out canoes to sell farm 
produce in the Zoweinta market in Bong 
County. He has experienced walking for 

more than 12 hours from Glehyee-Zorpeay 
to Tappita, in search of a new school, 
because he had graduated from the 
elementary school in the village.

Because he’s readily familiar with and 
aware of the pathetic plight of the people, 
he was not deterred to embark on his tour 
of rural Liberia. If anything, the dire 
condition of the people, the fact that the 
Liberian people have over the years been 
relentlessly working, generally abiding by 
the rule of law, contributing their quotas 
to the socio-economic development of the 
country, but unfortunately, our people 
have been marginalized, neglected and 
deprived of the very basic necessities of 
life by their rulers in Monrovia, is the 
primary impetus of Counselor Gongloe’s 
indefatigable determination to spearhead 
Liberia’s pivotal Good Governance Project 
as we near the end of the first quarter of 
the 21st century.

As a result, he told members of his 
canvassing team to purchase some 
cutlasses, shovels and a chain-saw, or 
power-saw and other road-clearing tools 
as a sort of pre-requisite for embarking on 
his tour. With those crucial logistics 
mounted atop his four-wheel drive 
vehicle, Counselor Gongloe and his 
entourage embarked on the first leg of the 
LPP Standard-Bearer’s tour of the most 
neglected, most deprived segment of 
Liberia on September 22, 2022. Because 
he’s already familiar with rural Liberian 
culture, Cllr. Gongloe initiated his tour in 
Bong County, the county of his late 
mother’s birth, where he went to formally 
inform his traditional uncles that he’s 
contending for the Liberian presidency.

 
He visited at least 37 hamlets, villages 

and towns in the county, quickly 
immersing himself in traditional welcome 

rites, closely interacting with the people, 
sharing kola nuts with the older folks, 
attending local church services, engaging 
with the youth and helping to inculcate in 
them the virtues of honesty and integrity. 
He has been consistent in saying, 
“Government is a place to serve, not a 
place to steal” and his integrity-driven 

message seems to be resonating with 
the people. Palala, Zoweinta, Yolota 
were among some of the areas 
visited.

From Bong County, Gongloe and 
entourage went to Nimba County. 
J u s t  a s  t h e  p e o p l e  h a d  
enthusiastically welcomed them in 
many parts of Bong County, their 
arrival in the border town of Baila in 
Nimba County was exhilarating. It 
was as if the villages, towns and cities 
in Nimba were positively competing 
among themselves in staging the most 
festive reception ceremony. Whether 
it was in Kpein, Neingbei, Ganta, 
Sanniquellie, Gbahpa, Bahn, Buutuo, 
Saclepea, Kparblee, Tappita, 
Glehyee-Zorpeay and all over the 
place, Team Gongloe has been 
receiving a rousing welcome. In all, 
Counselor Gongloe and his resilient 
entourage visited at least 107 
villages, towns and cities in Nimba 
County.

On the third leg of his people-
centric outreach, which began on 
Christmas Eve, the LPP Standard-
Bearer crisscrossed Grand Bassa 
County. Besides meeting with fellow 
compatriots in Buchanan, Gongloe 
visited 28 other towns and villages in 
the county, among them Barsee Giah 
Town, Klein Town, Kpelleh Town, 
Desoe Town and Sue Town. From 
Grand Bassa, Gongloe and company 
went to River Rivercess County, 
holding meetings with and conveying 
his message of Good Governance and 
A Better Liberia directly to the rural 
folks. Again, he reached out to some 
of the remotest parts of the country, 
including sailing on a crudely made 
canoe for about 70 minutes on the 

Cestos River to get to some of his 
destinations. In Rivercess, the LPP 
Standard-Bearer engaged with his 
fellow compatriots in Boegeezay 
Town, Cestos City, Gozohn, Jason, 
Yarpah Town and Zia Town, among 
others.  

Tiawan Saye Gongloe:
Leaving No Stone Unturned

By Joe Bartuah

Counselor Gongloe is seen here striving to cross one of the risk-laden bridges in rural Liberia.
Despite its longevity, Liberia remains one of the least-developed countries in the world.

Counselor Gongloe at a welcoming ceremony in Lofa County.
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A
 former employee of 
the Liberia Institute 
for Statistics and 

Geo-Information Services 
(LISGIS) Mr. Alex Williams has 
described the provisional 
result of the 2022 national 
housing and population 
censu s  a s  comp le te l y  
erroneous, institutionally 
unethical, inadequate and 
lack basic scientific statistics 
test. 

Mr. Williams said that the 
primary source for LISGIS 
population growth is coming 
from the United Nations, 
w h i c h  h e  t e r m e d  a s  
completely erroneous.

Appearing on the Spoon 

FM mid-night conversation over 
the weekend, Mr. Williams 
explained that 2022 Census 
provisional results are those 

numbers that the National 
Statistics office presented to 
international organization 
because they are required to 
report on an annual or semi-
annual basis those numbers to 
the United Nations. 

He said by reporting such 
data Liberia has become a 
laughing stuck to both local and 
international bodies because 
the census that was conducted 
ethically and professional is 
erroneous. 

" I read the release from 
LISGIS and even listen to LISGIS 
acting boss talking about the 

provisional result indicating 
9 7 %  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  
population. I was like sitting 
and wondering what are they 
saying? That is scientifically 
erroneous and institutionally 
unethical" he explained.

Mr. Williams disclosed that if 
LISGIS insists that there is 97% 
coverage of the population as 
indicated in their released, 
they are doing a comparative 
analysis of the country 
population.

" The reason why LISGIS is 
using that as a reliance to say 
that the population is 5.2 
m i l l i o n  i s  b e c a u s e  
professionally if you want to be 
lazy, you want to get the 
number that is closely related 
with other international 
organization projection. 

But what they need to 
understand i s  that  the 
fundamentals source that they 
are using is the United Nations 
and the UN rely on the National 
Statistics office, for data" Mr. 
Williams noted. 

He further explained that 
those numbers that are 
reported to the United Nations 
through LISGIS is what they are 
going to use to do a projection 
and on the basic of those 
projections, they are going to 
neutralize them to project the 
country’s population.

"The fundamentals source of 
those data is coming from 
LISGIS themselves. I already 

more headline news       more headline news 

 Representative 

Ahopeful of RiverCess 
County District #2 

Mr. Peter D. Wilson has 
threatened legal action 
against the Liberian Institute 
for Statistics and Geo-
Information Services (LISGIS) 
for releasing what he termed 
as bogus and unfair census 
results which put his county 
population at 71,500.

"We strongly condemned 
the so-called result from 
LISGIS Population capturing 
RiverCess County population 
at 71,500. We see this census 
report as bogus and unfair to 
the people of RiverCess 
County. We are giving LISGIS 
72hours to cancel the county 
r e s u l t  b e c a u s e  t h a t  
population don't reflect us," 
Mr. Wilson argued. 

Speaking in an exclusive 
Interview with this paper 
over the weekend, Mr. Wilson 
said he gives LISGIS 72-hours 
to withdraw their bogus 
census result on grounds that 
they are not reflective of the 
county’s population.

"We are calling on our 

development partners, the 
international community and 
donors, as well as UNFPA to 
immediately intervention as 
the results from Rivercess has 
the propensity to undermine 
the Peace of Liberia.

"We're law abiding people, 
intelligence people, patriotic 
citizens. We don't want trouble 

in Rivercess County. Let LISGIS 
withdraws its frustrations from 
the county with immediate 
effect, or we will take to the 
law for legal redress" Mr. Wilson 
said.

He called on citizens of 

Rivercess not to accept the 
LISGIS so-called result, adding 
that it has no true nature. 

He noted that truly speaking 
their county is more populated 
even than Grand Kru County, 
but it’s saddened that their 
population remain little while 
Grand Kru and other counties 
population swing. 

He believes that the 

provisional census results are 
designed to undermine the 
developmental agenda of the 
a l ready underdeveloped 
county.

E
ntrepreneursh ip  i s  
critical to private sector 
growth, without which, 

Liberia will not achieve any 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e c o n o m i c  
development, Mr. Alexander 
Cummings, founder of the 
Cummings Africa Foundation, 
has said.

Cummings also stressed the 
need for government support to 
ensure that entrepreneurs have 
access to credit and finance to 
g row and  deve lop  the i r  
businesses as engine for 
economic development.

He said besides access to 
finances, entrepreneurs will 
have to be consistent, insistent, 
focused, determined, with 

achievable goals and set 
objectives, using technology to 
enhance business growth.

The Collaborating Political 
Parties (CPP) Standard Bearer 
made the assertion when he 
spoke at the graduation program 
of the Entrepreneur Academy on 
Friday, February 24, 2023.

The Entrepreneur Academy, 
established 2016, is a youth led 
organization committed to 
p r e p a r i n g  y o u t h s  a n d  
empowering them to build a 
better and more sustainable 
future.

The  o rgan i za t ion  a l so  
provides literacy support to 
primary and secondary school 
students to enhance their 
reading and speaking skills.

Cummings said unless the 
government help grow the 
private sector, Liberia will make 
no significant advancements 
including job creation. He 
assured that a CPP Government 

w o u l d  i n v e s t  h e a v i l y  i n  
entrepreneurship and make sure 
that Liberians are more involved 
with government procurement.

"We will make no apology for 
making  L iber ians  who are  
hardworking, committed and 
dedicated to be rich," Cummings 
told cheering participants at the 
graduation ceremony last Friday.

Following the graduation 
ceremony, the CPP Standard Bearer 
launched a major debate at the 
Education Corporation Liberia, in 
Paynesville, on the theme: 
Reawakening the Spirit of Dialogue: 
Hallmark to promoting Non-
violence in the Electoral Process.

The debate brought together 
two separate groups emphasizing 
the imperative to use dialogue 

instead of reverting to violence to 
settle electoral disagreements and 
differences as Liberians move 
t owa rd s  t he  Gene ra l  and  
Presidential elections slated for 
October 10, 2023.

Cummings stressed the need for 
adequate support and supervision 
by both local and international 
partners to ensure the October 10 
elections are free, fair, transparent 
and reflect the will of the Liberian 
people.

Later, on the same Friday, the 
CPP Standard Bearer, along with 
Party stalwarts embarked on a 
major voter's education effort, 
urging Liberians to muster the 
courage and turn out to register 
during the voter’s registration 
period from March 20 to May 11to 
enable them vote in the October 
elections.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission (NEC) has set March 20, 
as the kickoff for voters to register 
nationwide.

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

LISGIS results challenged
By Lincoln G. Peters 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Rivercess County threaten lawsuit against LISGIS
-Gives 72-hour ultimatum to withdraw Census result 

By Lincoln G. Peters 

-Completely erroneous and institutionally unethical, says former employee 

Entrepreneurship critical to
private sector growth-Cummings
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C
o l l a b o r a t i n g  
Political Party (CPP) 
Standard Bearer, Mr. 

Alexander B. Cummings has 
begun rallying supporters 
here to register and vote at 

the polls in October, this year.
Mr. Cummings made the 

call in Gbengbar Town along 
the RIA highway over the 
weekend when hundreds of 
residents gathered at a 
special honoring program.

The program, which marked 
the 55th birth anniversary of 
Mr. Momo Sambolah, brought 
together elders, women and 
youth groups, and town chiefs, 
who interacted and expressed 

words of appreciations to the 
CPP Standard Bearer.

M r .  C u m m i n g s ,  
accompanied by CPP stalwarts 
including Montserrado County 
Senatorial Aspirant Victoria 
Koiquah and Representative 

Asp i rant  Mart in  Kol lah,  
expressed appreciation to Mr. 
Sambolah for the special honor 
on his birthday. 

Cummings urged residents 
o f  Gbengbar  Town and  
surrounding communities to 
muster the courage to register 
and vote in the pending general 
and presidential elections 
slated for October 10 this year.

The CPP Standard Bearer 
rallied residents to support his 
Pr e s i d e n t i a l  b i d ,  w i t h  
assurance that a Cummings 
administration will institute 
major changes that will better 
the lives of the suffering 
masses.

He spoke of the provisions of 
reliable electricity, pipe-borne 
water, improved health care 
delivery services, and good 
roads, all of which citizens 
have  dec r i ed  yea r s  o f  
government neglect.

Cummings pleaded with 
Liberians to believe in him and 
support his Presidential bid, 
while reassuring them of his 
s incere  commitment  to  
institute real change that will 
improve the living standards of 
the Liberian people.

more headline news       more headline news 

he Liberia National 

TRed Cross Society 
(LNRCS) has donated 

assorted relief materials to 
several storm victims in 
Grand Bassa County District 
#2.

The donation was made 
following a violent storm in 
that part of the country, 
affecting 13 towns and 
villages, on 12th February 
2023.

At least 41 homes and 
other  structures  were 
damaged,  leav ing  278 
peoples, 137 males and 141 
females homeless. 

According to report, 
among the affected people 
are five people living with 
disabilities- two males and 
three females.

Presenting the Assorted 
Materials Thursday February 
23, 2023, Mr. Sigmund Holt, a 
Program staff at the LNRCS 
heading the distribution 
team sympathizing with 
victims said the Liberia 
National Red Cross Society 
(LNRCS), will continue to 
reach out to affected victims.

He said assessment team 
from the LNRCS has been on 
the ground assessing other 
communities on the impact of 

the disaster.
“I know that many people 

are concerned about the impact 
of this violent storm on women, 
children, men, the early, and 
people with disability who live 

in these communities. But when 
disaster of such occurred, the 
impact is severe especially for 
vulnerable communities” Holt 
said.

Mr. Holt said the LNRCS has 
conducted a rapid assessment 
in the communities before 
distributing essential relief 
materials. “Our assessment so 

far has established that the 
humanitarian consequences 
created as a result of the storm 
disaster is really alarming and 
compelling”.

Emphasizing on the level of 

d e v a s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  M r.  H o l t  
mentioned: “Many homes have 
been destroyed; many of those 
affected are seeking temporary 
shelter at the homes of friends, 
family members, and other 
loved ones. The need for 
recovery materials is very 
urgent and paramount. People 
affected need our help to 

Cummings rallies Liberians to register to vote

Red Cross Donates Relief Material
to Storm Victims in Grand Bassa

recover quickly”.  
“Today, we have come to render 

our initial assistance to the 
affected population. We are 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  p o t s ,  s o a p ,  
toothpaste, towel, and bucket 

among others to 53 
affected families based 
on their needs”, Holt 
said.

He added that the 
Liberian Red Cross remain 
committed to supporting 
the community to fully 
r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e  
devastating effect of the 
disaster.

D u r i n g  t h e  
distribution, the LNRCS 
team stressed that the 
needs in the affected 
communities of District 
#2 Grand Bassa required 
concerted efforts to 
adequately address.  “We 
need the support of 
everyone to enable us to 
reach further and deliver 
better. The resources we 
have available currently 

are inadequate and we will target 
the most vulnerable in the first 
phase while we seek additional 
support to expand and extend our 
intervention,” he said.

The LNRCS Program Officer 
attributed the violent storm to the 
role of climate change in 
generating increasing numbers of 
extreme weather events. 

“The humanitarian challenges 
on the ground are many and we 
are doing everything we can with 
our movement partners to offer 
hope and support to the affected 
communities to ensure they 
recover with dignity.  We will 
continue to monitor the situation 
and to keep the communities 
who are experiencing personal 
danger and property damage in 
our plan” he added. 

In response to the Liberian 
Red Cross latest intervention, 
the District Commissioner 
Glarkon Statutory District of 
Grand Bassa County, Gordour Tarr 
expressed gratitude to the 
Liberia National Red Cross 
Society for coming to the aid of  
the affected people and 
communities.  

“This is not the first time; you 
were the only one who assisted us 
in the fire disaster in Sekou town 
few years ago and today you are 
here again. 

I am not surprised but amazed 
with your quick, impartial and 
independent response always. It 
is timely and the materials are 
very essential” Commissioner 
Tarr speaking in a joyful mood.

Commissioner Tarr further, 
pleaded with the LNRCS and 
other partners to assist the 
communities with zincs and 
other recovery materials so that 
they can rebuild their homes.

By: Emmanuel Wise Jipoh

M
onrovia, Liberia – The 
Pres ident  of  the  
Republic, H.E. Dr. 

George Manneh Weah has 
constituted the Board of 
Directors  of  the L iber ia  
Medicines and Health Regulatory 
Authority (LMHRA).

President Weah named 
Pharmacist Luke Bawo as 
Chairman of the Board set up on 
Thursday, February 23, 2023.

The  11 -Member  Board  
comprises Pharmacist Luke 
Bawo, Chairman; Atty. Edrick F. 

Noah, Statutory Member (Ministry 
of Justice); Mr. Isaiah Sackor, 
Statutory Member (Consumers 
Groups); Mr. Morris K. Saryon, 
Statutory Member (Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry); Dr. Benetta 
Collins-Andrews, Statutory Member 
(Liberia Medicines & Dental 
Council); and Dr. Joseph R. N. 
Anderson, Statutory Member 
(Ministry of Agriculture); and Dr. 
Cisco Weah, Statutory Member 
(School of Pharmacy). Press 
Release

Pres. Weah Constitutes LMHRA Board,
Nominates LCAA Deputy for Administration

Mr. Cummings

Pres. Weah
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L
es condamnations 
ont commencé à 
affluer en quelques 

heures après l’attaque du 
domicile de l'ancienne juge 
en chef Gloria Scott au cours 
de laquelle une de ses filles a 
été poignardée à mort et une 
autre a été grièvement 

blessée.
L ' a t t a q u e  s u r v i e n t  

quelques jours après que Me 
Scott, qui fut également 
ministre de la Justice et 
sénatrice du comté de 
Maryland, a annoncé sur une 
radio qu'elle avait reçu des 
menaces de mort.

L'attaque s'est produite le 
mercredi 22 février à 
B r ewe r v i l l e .  C ’ e s t  l a  

troisième fois que son domicile est 
la cible d’attaque. À la suite des 
attaques précédentes, les forces 
de l’ordre et de sécurité ne sont 
intervenues et n’ont ouvert 
aucune enquête.

A noter que l'ancienne juge en 
chef est actuellement conseiller 
juridique du parti de l'unité de 

l'ancien vice-président Joseph 
Boakai.

Parmi ceux qui condamnent 
l'attentat figure le porte-drapeau 
de la Collaboration des partis 
politiques (CPP), M. Alexander B. 
Cummings.

Dans un communiqué, Le chef 
de la CPP a dit considérer ces 
attaques violentes comme ciblées 
sinon orchestrées pour intimider 
et effrayer le peuple libérien, en 

particulier l'opposition.
« Avec cette violente 

attaque contre l'ancienne juge 
en chef, ainsi que d'autres 
morts et meurtres mystérieux 
non résolus, notre confiance 
d a n s  l a  c a p a c i t é  d u  
gouvernement à enquêter, 
protéger et / ou arrêter ces 
violentes attaques contre des 
c itoyens pacif iques,  en 
particulier ceux que le 
gouvernement considère 
comme des opposants à leur 
mauvaise gestion du pays, 
continue de s’effriter », a-t-il 
dit.

La CPP a rappelé au 
gouvernement du président 
George Weah son devoir 
f o n d a m e n t a l  e t  s a  
responsabilité de protéger tous 
les citoyens, en particulier 
dans l'exercice de leurs droits 
fondamentaux, notant que la 
CPP a "exhorté à plusieurs 
reprises l'administration Weah 
à s'acquitter de ce devoir 
fondamental de sécurité pour 
le peuple libérien avec une 
diligence et un sérieux accru.

Cependant, selon la CPP, les 
Libériens continuent d'être 
effrayés par l’augmentation de 
la criminalité, de l'anarchie et 
de la violence contre des 
c itoyens pacif iques.  M. 
Cummings a déclaré que les 
actes continus d'anarchie, de 
violence et d'assassinats 
gratuits sont des menaces 
inacceptables pour la paix, la 
sécurité et la démocratie du 
Libéria. 

oute la maisonnée 

Tde l'ancienne juge 
en chef du Libéria, 

Me Gloria Musu Scott, est 
dans un état de choque, après 
que des bandits armés ont 
pris d’assaut sa maison dans 
la nuit du 22 février 2023, 
brutalement tué sa fille et 
blessé une autre personne 
dont l’état est actuellement 
critique.

C’est la troisième fois que 
le domicile de l’ancienne 
juge en chef  s i tué à  
Brewerville, dans le comté de 
Montserrado, est la cible 
d’attaques des bandits 
armés.  Me Scott se serait 
plainte à plusieurs reprises, 
mais les autorités n’ont pris 
aucune mesure préventive 
pou r  empêche r  c e t t e  
tragédie.

L'ancienne juge en chef 
fut également sénatrice du 
comté de Maryland et 
ministre de la Justice. Elle 
occupa d'autres fonctions 
publiques clés. C’est une 
juriste avertie, une avocate 
chevronnée active qui a 
s o u v e n t  d é f e n d u  

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

l’opposition, notamment le Parti 
de l’Unité (UP) lors des procès 
devant les tribunaux.

Sa fille aurait été poignardée à 
plusieurs reprises. Me Scott se 
serait enfuie après avoir aspergé 
de l’insecticide dans les yeux d’un 
assaillant. Au cours des attaques 
précédentes, plusieurs documents 
auraient été emportés.

Depuis jeudi, il y a une énorme 
présence sécuritaire à son 
domicile. La police nationale 

libérienne (LNP) a dit jeudi 
avoir ouvert une enquête et 
que Mme Scott est désormais 
sous une protection appropriée 
de la police.

Il y a quelques jours, dans 
une interview à la radio, Mme 
Scott avait dit que sa famille 
avait été maintes fois la cible 
d’attaques. Des hommes, selon 
elle, cherchaient à entrer chez 
elle la nuit.

Des rumeurs selon lesquelles l’opposition a entrepris des 
pourparlers politiques frénétiques en vue de raviver la 
Collaboration des partis politiques (CPP), une coalition 
politique de l’opposition désintégrée, ont saturé l'air tant dans 
le pays qu'à l'étranger, en prélude aux élections d'octobre.

Des discussions auraient été organisées par des parties et des 
individus dont l’intention est de ramener les deux principaux 
dirigeants de l'opposition, M. Alexander B. Cummings du 
Congrès national alternatif et l'ancien vice-président Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai du Parti de l'unité et d’autres opposants 
partageant les mêmes idées autour d’une table pour former un 
front commun contre le président sortant George Manneh 
Weah.

Si ces rumeurs sont avérées, nous ne ferons qu’espérer que 
cette fois-ci, toutes les parties viendront à la table ronde avec 
une intention claire. En fait, il serait dangereux, très 
dangereux, si à huit mois des élections des judas s’infiltraient 
au milieu des gens bien intentionnés sous prétexte de former 
un front commun alors qu'ils ont une arrière-pensée.

Certains individus de l'opposition sont bien responsables de 
l'effondrement de la CPP. Et ils sont toujours là. Encore faut-il 
qu’ils soient surveillés avec des yeux d'aigle pendant que l’on 
entreprend ce dernier effort pour créer un front d'opposition 
uni. Ces gens seront plus que perfides pour faire avancer leurs 
motivations, d’autant plus que la Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique au pouvoir est prête à faire un effort 
supplémentaire pour fragmenter et affaiblir l'opposition avant 
les élections.

Nous nous souvenons de la déclaration de Ganta faite à l’issue 
de la rencontre où des gens comme le sénateur Prince Yormie 
Johnson, l'homme d'affaires Benoni W. Urey, Alexander B. 
Cummings, Joseph Nyumah Boakai et feu Me Charles Walker 
Brumskine, se sont réunis contre M. Weah et son CDC en 2017. 
Mais le mariage s'est effondré avant même le premier tour du 
scrutin.

L'opposition a intérêt à ne pas prendre pour argent comptant le 
désaccord apparent entre le sénateur Prince Yormie Johnson 
et le président George Weah, car l'homme PYJ n'est pas un 
poisson-chat dans l'eau. Il est glissant et difficile à cerner. En 
d'autres termes, il est hautement imprévisible et peu fiable. Il 
a laissé tomber le CDC en 2011 avant de finalement apporter 
son soutien au président Weah en 2017.

Ces discussions qui ont été engagées dans les coulisses en ce 
moment ne sont pas nouvelles. En tout cas les interlocuteurs 
s’y connaissent déjà. Ils y étaient allés et avaient réussi, 
comme en ont témoigné les résultats de l'élection sénatoriale 
spéciale du 8 décembre 2021 qu’a perdues le parti au pouvoir 
dans le comté de Montserrado, son fief d’antan, au profit de 
l'opposition.

Nous sommes encouragés par les derniers efforts visant à 
réunir l'opposition, car il est bon de le faire afin que l'électorat 
puisse avoir une meilleure opportunité de choisir des 
dirigeants qui représenteront leurs intérêts.

Réduire le nombre de candidats à la présidentielle et de partis 
politiques rend la démocratie plus forte et compétitive. Nous 
exhortons les acteurs clés à enterrer leur ego et à placer le 
Libéria au-dessus de tous les autres intérêts dans ces 
discussions.

Si la CPP est véritablement révisée et renforcée avant le début 
de l'opération d’enrôlement des électeurs et de la campagne, 
nous croyons fermement que l'objectif de chasser le président 
Weah du pour aura déjà été atteint.

Éditorial
Les rumeurs d’un front commun 
de l’opposition ravivent l’espoir
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La CPP condamne l'attaque du domicile de
l'ancienne juge en chef et le meurtre de sa fille

Horreur au domicile de l'ancien juge en chef
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D
e sa marge opérationnelle à une performance 
commerciale remarquable, le groupe Orange Côte 
d’Ivoire, selon une source officielle, devient leader en 

Côte d’Ivoire, au Burkina Faso et au Libéria. En fin d’année 
2022, le groupe compte de bonnes performances financières et 
opérationnelles en dépit d’un contexte socio-économique, 
sécuritaire, inflationniste et concurrentiel difficile dans lesdits 
pays.
Les raisons d’une bonne résilience financière d'Orange Côte 
d’Ivoire
Pour justifier cette bonne résilience des activités et la maîtrise 
de ses coûts de prestation, Orange Côte d’Ivoire décrit le fruit 
d’une performance opérationnelle remarquable sur l’année 
2022. On note des croissances très soutenues des bases 
d’abonnés, en particulier dédiées à la 4G, Orange Money et 
Broadband Fixe.
Des accès rendus possibles par le recrutement de nouveaux 
clients sur le réseau, le développement des usages sur les 
lignes de produits et les investissements réalisés en matière 
d’extension mobile et fixe.
Le groupe annonce un chiffre d’affaires consolidé sur les 3 
pays, qui s’élève à 965 Milliards FCFA. Pour compenser les 
effets ralentisseurs de la concurrence sur le mobile money, il 

eut l’intervention de la data 
mobile et le haut débit fixe.
Ces effets, annonce la source, ont 
engendré une perte considérable, 
d’où la baisse de 32,1% du fait de la 
refonte tarifaire en Côte d’Ivoire 
et au Burkina Faso. Et du national 
entrant comptabilisant une baisse 
de 24,3%, du fait de la baisse de la 
terminaison d’appel qui est passée 
de 5F à 3F en Côte d’Ivoire.
Grâce aux investissements portés 
par des projets d’extension et de 
densification du réseau mobile, du 
déploiement de la fibre, qui ont 
permis d’améliorer la qualité de 
service, la couverture 3G et 4G en 
Côte d’Ivoire, le groupe a atteint 
l e s  1 5 8 , 5  m i l l i a r d s  F C FA 
d’investissements réalisés par 
l ’ e n s e m b l e  d e s  f i l i a l e s ,  
représentant ainsi 16,4% du chiffre 
d’affaires consolidé. Une hausse de 
2,9pt.
« Dans un contexte de forte 
mutation de notre secteur 
d’activité et de transformation de 
nos business models, mais 
également dans un contexte 
d’incertitudes géopolitique et 
inflationniste, le Groupe Orange 
Côte d’Ivoire a une nouvelle fois 
fa i t  preuve d’une grande 
résilience. Cette année encore, 
nous avons su nous transformer 
a f i n  d e  m a i n t e n i r  n o t r e  
performance et nous pouvons nous 
réjouir d’avoir réussi à maintenir 
notre chiffre d’affaires au niveau 
Groupe », a déclaré Mamadou 
Bamba, Directeur Général du 
Groupe Orange Côte d’Ivoire.

ne quarantaine de migrants, 

Udont un nouveau-né de 
quelques mois, sont morts 

après le naufrage, à l'aube ce 
dimanche, de leur embarcation non 
loin de la ville italienne de Crotone, 
en Calabre (Sud), rapportent 
dimanche des médias italiens.
« Des dizaines et des dizaines de 
morts noyés, dont des enfants, 
beaucoup de disparus. La Calabre est 
en deuil pour cette terrible tragédie 
», a déploré dans un communiqué 
Roberto Occhiuto, président de la 
région.
Les pompiers italiens ont confirmé 
sur Twitter avoir récupéré 28 corps, 
tandis que trois autres auraient été 
entraînés plus loin par les courants 
maritimes, depuis l'embarcation. 
Celle-ci contenait 150 à 250 
personnes, selon des médias italiens. 
Par ailleurs, une quarantaine de 
personnes ont été secourues, selon 
les pompiers. Interrogés par l'AFP, les 
garde-côtes italiens n'ont pas 
répondu dans l'immédiat. Selon 
l'agence AGI, l'embarcation des 
migrants, qui était surchargée, s'est 
brisée en deux en raison de la grosse 
mer.

Ce nouveau naufrage survient quelques jours à peine après 
l'adoption par le Parlement de nouvelles règles 
controversées du gouvernement dominé par l'extrême 
droite sur le sauvetage des migrants. La cheffe du 
gouvernement Giorgia Meloni, dirigeante du parti Fratelli 
d'Italia (FDI, extrême droite), a pris la tête d'un exécutif de 
coalition en octobre après avoir promis de réduire le nombre 
de migrants arrivant en Italie.
La nouvelle loi oblige les navires humanitaires à effectuer 
un seul sauvetage à la fois, ce qui, selon les critiques, 
augmente le risque de décès en Méditerranée centrale dont 
la traversée est considérée comme la plus périlleuse au 
monde pour les migrants. 
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Elections au Nigeria : le vote se poursuit par endroits
en raison de retards et problèmes techniques

L
e Nigeria a voté hier, 
samedi 25 février, 
globalement dans le 

calme malgré quelques 
incidents et retards. Les 
électeurs étaient appelés à 
c h o i s i r  l e u r  n o u v e a u  
président parmi 18 candidats, 
ainsi que des députés et des 
sénateurs. Les opérations de 
décompte ont démarré, mais 
dans certains bureaux, le 
vote se poursuit ce dimanche.

Le Nigéria a voté hier 
samedi, un défi logistique 
pour le géant ouest-africain 
avec le plus gros corps 
électoral du continent (93,4 
mi l l ions  off ic ie l lement 
inscrits), et plus de 170 000 
bureaux de vote à ouvrir sur 
l’ensemble du territoire.

M a l g r é  u n  c l i m a t  
globalement serein, il y a eu 
des violences sporadiques à 
Lagos – notamment dans le 
quartier de Surulere, où des 
urnes ont été ouvertes et les 
bulletins jetés dans le 

caniveau. Des coups de feu 
ont été tirés en l'air pour 
disperser les électeurs, 
r a p p o r t e  n o t r e  
correspondante Liza Fabbian. 
U n e  s c è n e  l a r g e m e n t  
documentée sur les réseaux 
sociaux : Jennifer, une femme 
blessée au visage, qui a voté 
malgré ses blessures, est 
devenue le symbole de la 
détermination des électeurs 
nigérians. Finalement, le 
décompte des bulletins s'est 
poursuivi toute la nuit, sous le 
regard des électeurs soucieux 
de s'assurer que leurs voix 
soient bien prises en compte.

Des incidents assez sérieux 
ont aussi éclaté dans l'État de 
Kogi, dans le centre du 
Nigeria - où des hommes 
armés ont détruit des urnes. 
Les échanges de tir avec les 
forces de sécurité auraient 
fait au moins deux morts 

selon la presse : un électeur et un 
assai l lant.  La Commiss ion 
Electorale envisage aujourd'hui 
d'annuler une partie des résultats 
dans la région...

Le vote va même se poursuivre 
ce dimanche dans 141 bureaux de 
l'État de Bayelsa, où les violences 
ont entravées le processus 
samedi.

Le vote, dans de nombreux 
endroits comme à Lagos ou Kano, a 
pris beaucoup de retard, car le 
matériel n'était pas arrivé ou ne 
fonctionnait pas. Il semble que le 
problème soit venu des BVA, les 
nouvelles machines électroniques 
d'identification des électeurs. 
C’est la première fois que le 
Nigeria a utilisé un système de 
v o t e  b i o m é t r i q u e  p a r  
reconnaissance faciale, censé 
empêcher la fraude, mais qui 
n'avait pas été testé en amont, 
explique Ikemesit Effiong, 
directeur de recherche au sein du 
c a b i n e t  d e  c o n s e i l  S B M  
Intelligence à Lagos, au micro de 
Christina Okello.

« La plupart des électeurs ont 
découvert le nouveau système le 
jour de l'élection. Je crois que 
c'est ça qui a contribué à la 
confusion. Lors des scrutins 
précédents, on devait scanner 
notre carte électorale. En 2019, il 
y a eu beaucoup de problèmes 
techniques, et le vote a dû être 
reporté au lendemain. Dans 
certains cas, on a même voté le 
lundi, deux jours après l'élection. 
Je crois que le vote sera prolongé 
encore cette fois-ci...

Un autre problème soulevé, 
c'est le fait que les symboles et les 
logos de tous les partis politiques 
n'étaient pas inscrits sur certains 
bulletins de vote, pourtant c'est 
exigé par la loi électorale 
nigériane.

Il y a des inquiétudes quant à la 
possibilité que les votes effectués 
sur ces bulletins fassent l'objet 
d'une contestation juridique et 
soient éventuellement invalidés. 

Comment Orange est devenu leader au
Libéria, au Burkina et en Côte d’Ivoire

Des dizaines de migrants morts dans
un naufrage près des côtes italiennes



NEW DAWN  10www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    2023                              FEBRUARY  27      MONDAY      

L
iberia's former Chief 
Justice Cllr. Gloria 
Musu-Scott says she 

raised the alarm about the 
deadly attacks and threats 
against her in vain, giving a 
painful account of how 

c r i m i n a l s  g r u e s o m e l y  
murdered her daughter 
Charloe Musu.

"We are also baffled by 
what seems redundant, the 
deployment of Police after we 
have been forced in a 
situation we can never 
forget," the former Maryland 
County Senator said in a 
statement released Saturday, 
25 February 2023.

On Wednesday night, 22 
February 2023, criminals 
alleged to be armed robbers 
i n v a d e d  C l l r.  S c o t t ' s  
Brewerville residence and 
gruesomely murdered her 
daughter Charloe through 
multiple stabbings.

Before Charloe's murder, 
Cllr. Scott said her home had 
been attacked twice in a row, 
but the government did not 
lift a finger to prevent the 
third attack.

"We are however, inclined 
to believe that had any other 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l ’s  
premises been attacked twice 
and alarmed, the government 
would have taken action to 
avert what happened to us," 
said Cllr. Scott. 

"But it is for the public to 
judge this and other murders 
which have happened in our 
country."

She noted that the state / 
Police must protect all 
citizens regardless of social 
strata, political affiliation or 
belief, or religion. But she 
said she alarmed about the 
deadly attacks and threats in 
vain.

Former Chief Justice Scott 
said Charloe was a prospective 
graduate of privately-run Starz 
University College, a computer 
science institution based in 
Sinkor, a suburb of Monrovia. 

The former Chief Justice 

said the attackers also made 
attempt on her life, stabbed 
Alice Johnson, and wounded 
Gertrude Newton.

She informed the public and 
the International Community 
that the government was made 
duly aware through the Police 
Depot in Brewerville, and the 
Attorney General and Minister 
of Justice of the Republic of 
Liberia after the first, second, 
and even the third attacks.

She also rejected the 
police's account that her 
contractor may have carried 
out the attack.

"Let us make it clear that 
when these two previous 
attacks took place, there were 
n o  c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  
interestingly the attackers did 
not take any valuables," said 
Cllr. Scott. 

She narrated that on 
Thursday, 23 February 2023, 
less than 24 hours after the 
assassination attack at her 
Brewerville residence, the 
government through the 
Liberian National Police (LNP), 
issued a statement insinuating 
that the assassin might have 
been a domestic worker.

She said the police made the 
insinuation only because there 
had been hired electricians 
working in her house on that 
fateful day.

But Cllr. Scott insisted that 
there were two initial attacks 
on the 8th and 9th of February 
2023, two nights in a row, which 
were reported to the Police.

She said the attackers 
searched every document they 

could lay hands on, giving her 
reason to believe that the 
attacks which resulted in the 
death of a promising young 
woman were also meant to 
recover some documents they 
perceive or believe she had in 

her possession. 
"They also disabled some 

systems in the former Chief 
Justice’s car, which from all 
indications appeared to have 
been another means of carrying 
out their criminal plan," the 
statement said. 

To make the attacks seem 
like a burglary, Cllr. Scott said 
the criminals took away a 25kg 
bag of rice, adding that this 
suggests to her that the "Police 
Knew the facts even before 
conducting the investigation."

"It is important to note that 
s ince the third attack, 
gruesome murder and taking 
away of former Chief Justice 
Scott’s personal laptops and 
phones, which again was 
reported to the Police on 
Wednesday between 10 to 11 
pm, no arrest has been made," 
the statement details. 

Cllr. Scott continued that 
when the police arrived on the 
scene, they took away the two 
Private Security officers and a 
male family member of hers 
called Uncle Chumu. 

Following the last two 
attacks, she said Uncle Chumu, 
seeing that government did not 
lift a finger to provide any form 
of protection for her and the 
family had decided to be 
spending the nights with her to 
help keep watch along with the 
Private Security. 

"These three men, to the 
best of our knowledge, are still 
in Police custody," she Cllr. 
Scott.  

On Friday, she said, police 
spent several hours with 'our 

I raised the alarm in vain
son' Godson Kollie at their 16th 
Street residence, saying they 
(Police) were taking a statement 
from him. 

After their many hours of 
interview with Godson, she said 
it was then that they asked the 
Electricians (Contractors) who 
had gone to 16th Street to 
receive their pay to go along with 
them to the National Police 
Headquarters.

"Our family’s biggest question 
is “What has Former Chief 
Justice Scott and the Musu 
Family done to warrant all this?” 

"We firmly call on the 
government to investigate this 
and other murders and bring the 
perpetrators to justice. We will 
not hesitate to enlist the help of 
the International Community 
through the diplomatic missions 
to ensure that this is not swept 
under the carpet," the statement 
said.

In their grief, the Chief Musu 
family extends thanks and 
appreciation to the Almighty God 
and the people of Liberia for the 
massive show of support, 
solidarity, and prayers.

"As a family, even in the worst 
of times, we still remain grateful 
to God. The family particularly 
appreciates the role of the 
Liberian media in flagging this 
matter from the very first and 
second attacks on us even though 
no action taken until the worst 
befell us," the family said.

They said they remain ever 
grateful to scores of citizens, 
f r i e n d s ,  s y m p a t h i z e r s ,  
p ro fe s s i ona l  co l l eague s ,  

organizations, and current and 
former officials of government 
and diplomatic missions here and 
outside of the Liberian borders 
who have visited, called, texted 

t h e m ,  o r  m a d e  p u b l i c  
condemnation over the incidents.

The Musu Family thanked Chief 
Justice Sie-A-Nyene Gyapay Yuoh, 
the Associate Justices, Judges and 
Magistrates, and Liberian Vice 
President Jewel Howard-Taylor.

They also thanked House 
Speaker  Bhofa l  Chambers ,  
members of the House of 
Representatives, Senators Steve 
Amadu Zargo, Abraham Darius 
Dillon, Jonathan Boye Charles 
Sogbie, Commany Wesseh, and the 
Maryland County Legislative Caucus 
and citizens for their support.

They further appreciated 
former Chief Justice Francis S. 
Korkpor, Sr., Liberia National Bar 
Associat ion pres ident Cl l r.  
Sylvester D. Rennie, and members 
of the Bar, Atty. Philomena T. 
Williams, President, Executives, 
and members of the Association of 
Female Lawyers of Liberia – AFELL, 
and Rev. Dr. Samuel Reeves, 
President,  Executives,  and 
members of the Liberia Council of 
Churches – LCC.

Additionally, the Musu Family 
thanked the UN Women, Amb. 
Joseph Nyuma Boakai, Political 
Leader, National Chairman, 
Executives and members of the 
Unity Party – UP, Senator Nyonblee 
Karngar-Lawrence, Pol it ical  
Leader, Executives and members of 
the Liberty Party – LP, Cllr. Tiawan 
Saye Gongloe, Political Leader, 
National Chairman, Executives, 
and members of the Liberia 
People’s Party – LPP.

They thanked Rev. David GB 
Kiamu, Political Leader, National 
Cha i rman,  Execut i ve s  and  

members of the Democratic 
People’s Party of Liberia – DPPL, 
and Cllr. Frank Musa Dean, Attorney 
General and Minister of Justice. 
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F
ormer  Pres ident  
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
h a s  c a l l e d  o n  

Liberians to condemn the 
recent attack on Cllr. Gloria 
Musu Scott and the reported 
killings of innocent civilians 
here.

“The recent attacks on Cllr 
Gloria Musu-Scott, and the 
killing of innocent civilians in 
Liberia, including Ms Scott's 

daughter, are abhorrent. We 
must all condemn these 
actions, men and women 
alike; they have no place in 
our society.” Mrs. Sirleaf 
tweeted.

The home of Cllr. Scott, a 
former Chief Justice was 
attacked on the night of 
Wednesday February 22, 
leaving one of her daughters 
dead and others injured.

The attack came after she 
had reported two previous 
waves of attacks on her home 
in days alarming that her life 
was at risk. The police did 
nothing to prevent the third 
wave of attack which led to 
her daughter’s death.

Cllr. Scott is said to have 
repeatedly complained about 
her home being invaded by 
suspects believed to be 
armed robbers, but there was 
no sign that the authorities 

here took preventive measures 
to deter this tragedy.

The former Chief Justice is 
also a former Senator for 
Maryland County in southeast 
Liberia, a former Justice 
Ministers and has held other key 
public offices. 

She remains an active senior 
counsel and has sometimes 
defended the opposition Unity 
Party (UP) in some cases in the 

courtroom.
The police in their initial 

report claimed they saw no 
evidence of forceful entry in 
the home of the former Chief 
Justice, suggesting that it may 
have been an inside job.

But the police statement has 
been rebuffed, followed by 
neighbor’s testimony that the 
night of the attack they called 
the police unsuccessfully.

Liberia’s former Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) Chairman Cllr. Jerome 
Verdier has alleged that the 
attack on Cllr. Scott was carried 
out by men hire by Monrovia 
City Mayor Jefferson Koijee, a 
claim Koijee has denied.

Cllr. Verdier in a graphic 
description said the crime was 
a l legedly  committed by 
Monrovia City Police Deputy 
Chief for Operation Varlee 
Teller.

The former TRC boss said his 
group (Transitional Justice) has 
conducted investigations on 
killings of innocent civilians in 
the country and the attack on 
Cllr. Scott was just one of them.

Residents of Montserrado 
Electoral District #17 woke up 
to the sad news of the tragedy 
on early. 

The incident is reported to 
have happened at 11 P.M. 

Wednesday night opposite the 
She r i f f  Ga s  S ta t i on  i n  
Brewerville.

According to sources, the 
attacker allegedly stabbed Cllr 
Scott’s daughter multiple times 
in the midst of other children in 
the house.

In previous alleged armed 
robbery attacks at Cllr. Scott’s 
home this month, suspects 
were said to have succeeded in 
making away with several 
documents.

The repeated attacks 
against Cllr. Scott’s home has 
left many wondering over what 
the intent of the suspects is, 
and scores of community 
dwellers are still in disbelief.

This paper also gathered 
that during the latest attack on 
Wednesday night, Cllr. Scott 
maneuvered to abscond the 
scene for fear of her life. By 
Othello B. Garblah
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Koijee denies role in attackgets concerned and I hope 
they can do the same for 
Liberia when people like 
Verdier are using the U.S soil 
to undermine the peace of a 
country the U.S has invested a 
lot [in]," Koijee noted.

"We hope the Foreign 
Affairs Minister can reach out 
as well because this borders 
on the reputation of our 
country, most especially 
when Verdier is also accusing 
the President of this country."

Meanwhile, Koijee has 
vowed to take legal action 
against the former TRC boss 
for maligning his character.

He said contact has been 
made with his legal team here 
and in the United States to 
pursue legal action against 
Cllr. Verdier. 

Starts from back page

Mayor Koijee

Former Pres. Sirleaf

LISGIS results challenged
Starts from page 6

have a problem with the UN and if 
you go to those websites, you will 
see that the primary source for 
those data population is coming 
from the UN. And the UN is taking 
these data from LISGIS" he alleged. 

Mr. Williams said that if you are 
relying on those data to do a 
comparative analysis of Liberia 
population because this is what 
other international organizations 
are saying then that is erroneous 
because they did no groundwork 
survey.

He said that no international 
organization is clothed with the 
authority to do grounds work 
survey, rather they will rely on the 
National Statistics office to 
validate whatever survey and data 
that is coming for official use.

" Because Liberia has this issue 
of not having quality and sufficient 
data, for example, if we were to 
project the population of our 
country, we need birth records, 
death, immigration and migration 
variables. In Liberia, the entire civil 
and vital registration system is 
fragile" Mr. Williams lamented.

He noted that the Immigration 
will tell you if you asked them that 
there are over 144 border points 
and so people are moving in and 
around Liberia without sufficient 
migration data. 

Therefore, he maintained that it 
will be very erroneous for LISGIS to 
project the variables of the country 
only based on birth and death.

" Birth and death records in 
Liberia- there are people still 
giving birth outside of the clinics 
and hospitals and they have not 
been recorded. Many people 
don't even report death or have 
death certificate. And so, you 
can’t rely on this number that is 
inadequate and lack basic 
scientific statistics test”, he 
added. 

He pointed out that these are 
the numbers that the LISGIS are 
running and boasting with.

He said that the census results 
are very far from reality.

" Let me tell you, the public 
trust is very important and so if 
they can conduct a Census and 
Liberia are challenging the 
report this undermine trust,” he 
explained. 

He said that in Statistics when 
small N appears, it represents 
symbols while big M will 
represent the population.

According to him, based on 
the graph that the LISGIS 
released as an amazer of 
numbers and population it's 
indicated that what they have 
done is a survey because only 
survey takes symbol.

He said that census doesn't 
take symbol because it's deals 
with the total count of the 
population.

" I just don't know how this was 
presented but I just thought this 
is necessary to highlights.

Mr. Wilson alleged that LISGIS 
enumerators in the county did not 
capture the county entire 
population because during the 
census enumerators were only 
capturing assessable communities 
along assessable roads. 

He noted that many of them 
c o u l d n ' t  r e a c h  t h e  r u r a l  
communities due to lack of 
incentives from and other logistics.

"I saw some of the enumerators 
complaining and even lamented 
about transportation to get motor 
bikes to reach the rural areas. This 
was also attributed to the inability 
of the Legislative Caucus of 
Rivercess County who massively 
refused to cooperate with their 
c o n s t i t u e n t s , "  M r.  W i l s o n  
explained. 

Meanwhile, speaking on the 
County  representat ion,  he 
lamented that Rivercess County is 

under-represented, especially at 
the lower house.

H e  a l l e g e d  t h a t  
representative Bayron Zanwhea 
in his nine-year tenure, has done 
nothing for the people of district 
#2.

" Development can't come to 
our county amid psychological 
conflicts amongst all the 
lawmakers of Rivercess County.  
They're not speaking to each 
other in both Houses. There is no 
development in the absence of 
unity," Mr. Wilson explained.

Meanwhile, he is urging 
citizens of the county to fully 
participate in the election 
process mostly when it comes to 
cooperating with the National 
Election Commission in getting 
the i r  vo te r s ’ ca rd s  and  
participating in everything that 
has to do with the NEC.

Rivercess County threaten
Starts from page 6
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M
onrovia Mayor and 
ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change 

(CDC) Secretary General 
Jefferson T. Koijee says he is 
not involved in the attacks 
against former Chief Justice 
Gloria Musu Scott and her 
daughter's gruesome murder.

On Saturday, 25 February 
2023, Cllr. Scott issued a 
statement detailing how 
attackers attempted to 
assassinate her, murdered her 
daughter, and then wounded 
other residents of her house 
in Brewerville Wednesday 
night, 22 February.

She said this gruesome 
incident came after she 

reported to the police and 
the Minister of Justice two 
previous attacks in a row 
on her residence this 
month.

But the former Chief 
Justice said authorities 
took no action to prevent 
the third incident which 
resulted in her daughter's 
brutal murder before her 

siblings.
In the wake of the 

tragedy, Liberia's former 
Truth and Reconciliation 
boss Cllr. Jerome Verdier 
last week accused Mr. 
Varlee Telleh, the Deputy 
City Police Director, of 
allegedly attacking the 
former Chief Justice. 
Verdier alleged that Koijee 

ordered the attack.
But Koijee refuted the claim 

during a press conference held 
Friday, 24 February, saying he had 
no history of sharing blood in the 
country.

"I have absolutely no history of 
even sharing the blood of a 
chicken, lest to talk about a human 
being," said Mr. Koijee.

"But again, [a] character has its 
own way of instilling fear in 
people. I guess this should be the 
reason behind his accusations," he 
claimed.

He said those who are making 
these unfounded claims are people 
who think the only shortcut to the 
country's presidency is to malign 
people like him with falsehood. 

"People like Verdier have spent 
over the years finding lies to 
malign me, but every time he does 
[so], the truth can defeat him," 
said Koijee.

"We have consulted our lawyers 
- both at home and abroad - to get 
him to court so he can prove some 
of those lies and innuendo," Koijee 
continued.

He called on the CDC-led 
government through the Justice 
Minister to take the case very 
seriously because it's becoming a 
systemic attack on the governance 
system.

"We know very well that once 
you threaten peace and stability of 
the U.S, wherever you are, the U.S 
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Koijee denies role in attack against Cllr. ScottKoijee denies role in attack against Cllr. ScottKoijee denies role in attack against Cllr. Scott
By Lewis S Teh

Mayor Koijee
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