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B
ola Ahmed Tinubu has 
been declared the 
winner of Nigeria's 

f i e r c e l y  c o n t e s t e d  
presidential election but 
many, including opposition 
parties, have claimed the poll 

was rigged and a sham.
They have called for the 

election to be cancelled, 
alleging breaches of the 
Electoral Act and possible 
collusion by the Independent 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission (Inec) to doctor 
the result in Mr Tinubu's 
favour.

The allegations have been 
denied by Inec and Mr Tinubu's 
p a r t y,  t h e  r u l i n g  A l l  
Progressives Congress (APC).

As for the opposition 

parties, they have so far not 
offered any concrete proof to 
back up their allegations.

But the Labour Party, whose 
presidential candidate Peter Obi 
came third, has said it will go to 
court to overturn Mr Tinubu's 

victory. It is yet to be seen what 
evidence it presents.

At the heart of the dispute is 
the newly introduced electronic 
voting system, known as Bvas, 
which was supposed to make the 
manipulation of results more 
difficult and the polls more 
transparent.

The widespread inability of 
electoral staff to upload results 
from polling units to Inec's 
server helped fuel allegations of 
a conspiracy.

Fears of rigging emerged on 
the morning of the election 

when a popular influencer 
alleged on social media that 
Inec's IReV portal, where 
results are meant to be 
uploaded, had been breached 
by hackers. This post has been 
viewed 1.4 million times on 
Twitter.

The BBC investigated the 
claim and found that the site 
referenced is a phishing site 
masquerading as the Inec 
website. Inec itself gave an 
assurance that its site was 
"well-secured", and could not 
be tampered with.

L a te r,  a s  de l a y s  i n  
uploading results to the server 
continued, four opposition 
parties, including the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) and 
Labour, accused Inec of 
violating the Electoral Act by 
failing to transmit results to 
the IReV portal.

Inec's regulations and 
guidelines required that 
results be scanned and 
uploaded to the server from 
each of the more than 175,000 
polling stations after being 
signed by party agents and 
election officials.

As he complained about the 
failure to upload results, PDP 
vice-presidential candidate 
Ifeanyi Okowa, in a joint press 
conference with his Labour 
counterpart, Yusuf Datti Baba-
Ahmed, alleged that either 
Inec had "connived [with the 
ruling party] or their system 
was down". BBC

D
AKAR, SENEGAL — 
Security experts are 
meeting this week in 

Senegal to discuss the fight 
a g a i n s t  r i s i n g  v i o l e n t  
e x t r e m i s m  i n  A f r i c a ,  
particularly in the Sahel 
region, where Islamist militant 
attacks are increasing at an 
alarming rate.

Over the last decade, an 
abundance of resources in the 
form of military personnel and 
dollars have poured into the 
fight against militant violence 
i n  A f r i c a .  S c o r e s  o f  
conferences, forums and 
training exercises have been 
held to discuss causes and 
solutions.

The problem has not only 
persisted but has gotten 
worse.

Deaths linked to Islamist 
militants on the continent 
skyrocketed by nearly 50 
percent in the last year to 
more than 19,000 people, 

much of it in the western Sahel 
region, according to the Africa 
Center for Strategic Studies. 
The  v io lence  has  a l so  
expanded geographically, 
trickling into new regions, 
such as West African coastal 
states and the Lake Chad 
Basin.

“It is no secret that the 
security situation in West and 
Central Africa continues to 
deteriorate,” said Giovanie 
Biha, head of the United 
Nations Office for West Africa 
and the Sahel, in a speech that 
kicked off the meeting. 
“Terrorist groups continue to 
exploit the multifaceted 
challenges facing the region, 
notably its environmental, 
political and socioeconomic 
weaknesses and inequalities.”

“A regional challenge 
demands a regional response,” 
she added. “It has been proven 
that no country can effectively 
combat violent extremism and 
terrorism alone.”

In 2015, the United Nations 
launched the Prevention of 
Violent Extremism program to 
counter militant violence. This 

week’s meeting will examine that 
plan and determine how individual 
regions and states can better 
implement its strategies.

The meeting is being organized 
by the U.N. Office for West Africa 
and the Sahel, the Swiss Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Senegal’s Center for Advanced 
Studies in Defense and Security.

Albert Kan-Dapaah is the 
minister of national security in 
Ghana. He says it is the only West 
African coastal state that has not 
recorded any extremist attacks.

Though Kan-Dapaah admits he 
can’t be sure why Ghana has 
managed to elude violence, he said 
the country implemented a national 
framework based on the U.N. plan 
after it was released.

“[A country’s response] should 
not be something that is exclusive to 
the government in power – it never 
works,” Kan-Dapaah said in a speech 
at the conference. “You need to 
involve the minority parties, you 
need to involve the civil society 

organizations, you need to involve 
women organizations and also the 
youth.”

Part of Ghana’s effort to prevent 
a t tacks  invo lved  supp ly ing  
communities that were vulnerable 
to radicalization with resources 
such as potable water, schools and 
clinics, Kan-Dapaah said.

A report released last month by 
the U.N. Development Program 
found that 25 percent of people 
who’ve joined terrorist groups in 
sub-Saharan Africa did so primarily 
out of the need for employment – 
nearly quadruple the number who 
did so in 2017. Those citing religion 
as the main reason decreased by 57 
percent to just 17 percent of 
recruits.

“Each state has their own 
individual strategy and solution to a 
transnational problem. But in the 
fight against terrorism you need to 
forget about borders,” said 
Mahamoudou Savadogo, a security 
expert with Granada Consulting in 
Burkina Faso. “So long as there is no 
union between states, so long as 
there’s no clear dialogue, and so 
long as there’s no region or 
continent-wide response, it’s going 
to be difficult.” VOA

vory Coast and Guinea are 

Idespatching specially 
chartered aircraft to 

Tunisia to bring hundreds of 
their citizens back home.

Officials in both Conakry and 
Yamoussoukro expressed alarm 
at inflammatory comments 
made last week by the Tunisian 
President, Kais Saied.

Mr Saied said that illegal 
m i g r a t i o n  w a s  c a u s i n g  
“demographic” changes in the 
country, saying those who were 
there illegally would not be 
allowed to stay.

He accused them of being 
behind rising crime in Tunisia.

He also instructed Tunisian 
security forces to take urgent 
m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  
undocumented migrants from 
sub-Saharan Africa.

Dozens of Guineans and 
Ivorians have sought refuge in 
their countries' embassies. 
Some have reported being 
physically assaulted.

Since Tunisia’s president 

announced a crackdown on illegal 
immigration last week using 
language the African Union 
denounced as racialized, Malian 
construction worker Mohamed 
Kony has been evicted from his 
apartment and sacked from his 
job.

Unemployed, homeless and 
without legal residency, he now 
fears he will face the fate of 

several of his friends who have 
been attacked on the street.

“ I  am confused  and  
worried,” said Kony, 32, who 
has lived in Tunis for five years 
and appeared well liked in his 
neighborhood, where Tunisian 
residents said they enjoyed his 
cheerful demeanour and often 
employed him for small repair 
jobs. BBC

APC supporters jubilate after declaring 
 Tinubu president-elect of Nigeria

A young man, who survived an attack by jihadis,A young man, who survived an attack by jihadis,

is treated at Somine Dolo hospital in Mopti, Maliis treated at Somine Dolo hospital in Mopti, Mali

A young man, who survived an attack by jihadis,

is treated at Somine Dolo hospital in Mopti, Mali

A child looks on while being carried
by a woman at UN's offices

Bola Tinubu's Nigeria election win: The rigging
claims of Peter Obi and Atiku Abubakar

Security Experts Discuss Rising
Extremist Violence in Africa

Countries repatriate citizens
after Tunisia race comments
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NEARLY SIX YEARS ago in 2018 Liberians went to a runoff Presidential 
election and voted current President George Manneh Weah and his 
Coalition for Democratic Change with the campaign slogan, “Change 
for Hope”, relegating the former Unity Party headed by former Vice 
President Joseph Nyumah Boakai. Clearly, that was the majority will of 
voters dominated by youth, who saw themselves in Mr. Weah.

SIX YEARS LATER, the youth are walloping in drug addiction and other 
deviant activities with ghettoes springing up in every community across 
the country, while Liberia goes down in history for the importation or 
smuggling of cocaine valued at US$100 million. Today, youth consumed 
by dangerous substances have been branded as “At Risk Youth”.

EVEN MORE REGRETTABLE and disappointing is that state security 
institutions like the Liberia Drug Enforcement Agency, including 
immigration border guards, are directly facilitating and escorting 
people smuggling contraband across our borders, while the 
government pays lip service to the issue of drugs.

SIX YEARS AGO, Liberians were promised that they would no longer be 
spectators in their own economy. Today, the reality is totally different. 
Liberians are nowhere near activities of the economy least to talk of 
watching its interplay. Instead, foreigners dictate what happens in the 
economy, and they are in full control. Not even the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry has a say in what goes on in the economy with 
Liberin entrepreneurs at a disadvantage.

SIX YEARS AFTER, salary of public workers has been drastically reduced, 
particularly within the Civil Service with civil servants, the least paid, 
practically left with nothing to take home to their families amid 
increases in prices of food and other basic commodities, including 
petroleum.

SIX YEARS AFTER, many parents can hardly afford to send their children 
to school and maintain them there due to increases in tuition and fees. 
The government brags about tuition-freed public universities but 
standards and quality have fallen significantly with instructors and 
lecturers striking for pay and students protesting poor learning 
environments.

LEST WE BE misconstrued or perceived as doomsayers. The government 
has been endeavoring in the last six years to build some roads and 
housing units in several counties, including hospitals and market 
buildings, but the state of the economy and poor governance marred by 
widespread corruption in the public sector has drawn attention of 
bilateral partners leading the United States Government, leading it to 
sanction some officials, are drawbacks against whatever gains made.

IT IS TIME that Liberians take sober reflection and think whether six 
years under the Weah administration brought improvement in their 
living condition, or they find themselves retrogressing, falling behind 
the poverty line.

IT’S TIME TO reflect and project what another six years under President 
Weah would deliver that will change the tide in a significant way in 
terms of better education and healthcare, a vibrant economy, and a 
better image for the country, as our diplomatic passports are being 
placed in the hands of criminals, who are now making concessions, 
expressing willingness to call names in government that are part of such 
syndicate.

EQUALLY SO, LIBERIANS need to look attentively and evaluate those 
presenting themselves as alternatives for leadership in order to make a 
better choice in October, or else, this country may risk falling from the 
frying pan into the fire that could spell more hardship with 
unimaginable consequences. It’s time to rise and put on the thinking 
cap to avoid being consumed again by the political speeches and 
campaign promises, because after polling day on October 10, and a 
winner is declared by the National Elections Commission, the euphoria 
will evaporate, and we are left to face the consequences of our 
decision.

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

ENEVA – In January, it was revealed 

Gthat as much as 90% of the carbon 
credits approved by one of the 

world’s largest certifiers may be 
phantom, thus not representing actual 
reductions of carbon in the atmosphere. 
While the scandal may have shocked 
some, it should be no surprise. Today’s 
voluntary carbon markets are not 
designed to be fit for purpose.  

The logic behind carbon-offset markets is 
simple and compelling. If companies 
must pay for their carbon dioxide 
emissions, they will have a strong 
incentive to emit less, and more money 
will flow toward activities that avoid, 
reduce, or remove emissions. But if such 
a huge share of certified offsets is of poor 
quality, the concept is clearly failing. 
Given the centrality of offsets to 
corporate net-zero pledges, this does not 
bode well for global climate action. 

Making matters worse, poorly governed 
carbon-offset markets have enabled the 
rise of “carbon cowboys.” These carbon-
credit dealers underpay the businesses 
and communities in the Global South that 
provide nature-based offsets, which they 
then sell with a markup to developed 
country clients. 

Many climate activists argue that any 
market-based approach is fundamentally 
flawed, enabling companies to remove 
CO2 from their balance sheets by 
purchasing offsets without actually 
reducing emissions. In this way, critics 
argue, companies avoid public and 
political pressure to transform their 
ope ra t i on s ,  and  t he  pace  o f  
decarbonization actually slows. 

But the problem with the carbon-offset 
system is not that it is market-based. The 
problem is the absence of a robust 
governance framework to ensure that 
the market delivers on its public 
purpose. Even markets with contested 
reputations, such as those for finance 
and pharmaceuticals, have rules that go 
beyond certifying the quality of the 
products traded, to ensure some 
accountability of market actors and, 
often, to set the prices that they can 
charge. 

Voluntary carbon markets, by contrast, 
rely almost exclusively on private 
certification schemes supposedly 
affirming that a certain quantity of 
greenhouse gases – one ton of CO2 
equivalent per carbon credit – has been 
either kept out of the atmosphere or 
removed from it. Certification does have 
an important role to play, but it cannot 
work unless it is supported by a broader 
governance framework. Just as we would 
n e v e r  l e a v e ,  s a y,  f o o d  o r  
pharmaceuticals to be governed 

exc l u s i ve l y  t h rough  vo l un ta r y,  
certification-based systems, we should 
not do so for CO2 emissions. 

The good news is that efforts to 
strengthen governance of voluntary 
carbon markets are underway, both at the 
national level and through private 
international initiatives, such as the 
Integrity Council for the Voluntary Carbon 
Market. The Taskforce on Nature Markets, 
for its part, is advancing proposals for the 
robust governance of all nature markets, 
including carbon markets. But we must 
increase the pace, ambition, and impact 
of these efforts. 

Building credible, effective carbon and 
biodiversity credit markets requires 
progress on multiple fronts. A more radical 
level of transparency and accountability is 
needed so that everyone can see exactly 
what deals are being made and by whom. 
Traders need to be accredited, not least to 
end the carbon-cowboy phenomenon. 
Affected voices must be heard, and 
interested stakeholders must be visible. 
This will provide important quality signals 
to the market, reducing the desirability 
and valuation of poor-quality offsets and 
flawed certification, while protecting 
human rights. 

It is also time to establish minimum price 
floors, in order to crowd out poor-quality 
offsets and actors, and to advance more 
equitable outcomes, especially for the 
Global South, indigenous peoples, and 
local communities. 

Finally, international governance 
arrangements must be upgraded. 
Principles and guidelines are not enough 
to ensure the exclusion of poor-quality 
products, inequitable deals, rogue 
traders, and, more broadly, markets that 
do not comply with minimum agreed 
standards. 

In all of these areas, devising promising 
solutions, implementing pilot programs, 
and scaling successful initiatives would be 
relatively straightforward. Such efforts 
should draw on existing platforms and 
initiatives that bring together market 
actors, civil society, representatives of 
i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  a n d  l o c a l  
communities, experts, and policymakers. 
Digital tools like so-called smart contracts 
can accelerate progress, especially when 
it comes to boosting transparency and 
accountability. 

Getting carbon and biodiversity credit 
markets right is a determining factor in 
achieving our climate, nature, and 
broader development goals. If we fail to 
do so, these goals may become 
unreachable. In fact, without a 
comprehensive makeover, these markets 
will more likely be part of the problem. 

Time for deep reflection as Liberians 
prepared for 2023 elections Trouble With Carbon Markets

By Simon Zadek
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A
fter six years of a George Weah presidency under which 
Liberia emerged among the top 10th poorest countries 
in the world and endured massive corruption, Liberians 

will head to the polls to either re-elect him or elect his 
successor, hoping for a new era.

Since the civil war ended and the country's return to 
democracy in 2006, Liberian's presidency has rotated 
between two political parties, the Unity Party (UP) now in 
opposition, and the ruling Congress for Democratic Change 
(CDC).

But now, the Liberian People's Party (LPP) backed seasoned 
lawyer, passionate and consummate human rights defender, 
Cllr. Tiawan Gongloe is going around the country and laying 
the premise of his presidential bid – and people are taking 
notice.

Since traveling to Bong, Nimba, Margibi, Grand Bassa, Lofa, 
and Montserrado counties and the launch of his broom 
movement; his name has been mentioned among those suited 
to lead Liberia. Competition, however, remains stiff despite 
Gongloe's rivals carrying plenty of baggage. The main ones are 
CDC's George Weah, the current president of Liberia, and UP's 
Joseph Boakai, former vice president of Liberia.

Mr. Weah as the incumbent has been deemed the candidate to 
beat, despite his failures to deliver on his 2017 election 
promises. Allegations of corruption continue to trail Weah's 
time in office and that of his senior officials including his 
friends Nathaniel Mcgill, former minister of state for 
presidential affairs and chief of staff to President George 
Weah; Bill Twehway, former managing director of the National 
Port Authority (NPA) and Sayma Syrenius Cephus, former 
solicitor general of Liberia. They were sanctioned by the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC) for public corruption. Both Mcgill and Twehway can 
marshal immense resources with speculation they are running 
for the senate in Marigibi and River Cess counties and may 
benefit from unorganized structures from the National 
Election Commission (NEC) that could help swing the 
election. 

But Cllr. Gongloe, Liberia's renowned human rights lawyer, 
former solicitor general, former minister of labor, and former 
Liberia National Bar Association (LNBA) president, has sought 
to claim the moral high ground. "I am not counted among the 
rich contenders for political office in this country and do not 
regret being one. But a good book tells us that a good name is 
better than silver and gold. I believe that for most of my life, I 
have earned a little bit of a good name," the 66-year-old 
declared emphatically during his acceptance and declaration 
speech for the Liberian presidency in Gumpa City, Nimba 
county.
In the one year and two months since declaring his bid for the 
Liberian presidency, Cllr. Gongloe's promise of tackling 
corruption and transforming Liberia for the better has 
resonated far and wide, resulting in a groundswell of support 
in towns and villages he has visited so far. According to him, 

the leading cause of Liberia's underdevelopment is 
due, in large part, to the collective failure of 
Liberians to work for, demand, and make the 
necessary hard choices and sacrifices for good 
governance. Cllr. Gongloe argued corruption 
has become so embedded in Liberia and 
declared corruption is a threat to national 
security, arguing that it was crippling the 
economic and social development of the 
country. 

For Cllr. Gongloe, who was born in Glehyee-
Zorpea, Yarwein Mehnsonnoh District, Nimba 
County, a county where the first Liberian civil 
war started, success first came in defending 
the poor. He is called a poor man's lawyer for 
always defending the poor. His wealth of 
experience in the legal profession was useful in 
the transformation of Liberia from war to 
peace and democratization during his second 
stint in public office as solicitor general and 
chief prosecutor of Liberia and later minister 
of labor before his resignation on policy 

differences with president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

But how did a poor man lawyer and establishment 
figure become the avatar for political disruption and 
candidate for the progressive-backed Liberian 
People's Party (LPP)? Honestly, Gongloe has keyed into 
people's desire to tackle corruption and transform the 
country for all. It is less about Gongloe himself and 
more a frustration with few people looting the 
country in broad daylight while the majority of the 

people dwell in abject poverty. He says, "I am 
not aspiring for a political position, but for an 
opportunity to serve the Liberian people and 
transform Liberia." 

Renowned for his impeccable character in 
public service, Cllr. Gongloe's supporters say he 
has brought an unfussy style to leadership that 
downplays the privileges of the powerful and 
public stealing because according to them, " 
government is a place to serve and not to steal." 
His broom as a symbol for sweeping corruption is 
resonating with the general public in Liberia. 

As solicitor general and chief prosecutor of 
Liberia, Cllr. Gongloe engineered a massive 
public overhaul of public persecution in post-
conflict Liberia by supervising and conducting 
litigation in the Liberian court system as well as 
investing heavily in recruiting law school 
graduates to serve in the county attorney 
positions in every county for the very first time 
in the history of the country thereby 
transforming public persecution in Liberia.  

He also cleaned up the ministry of labor as 
minister by ensuring the cooperation of 
workers, trade unions, and employers and 
adherence to provisions of the labor laws of 
Liberia. He developed, implemented, and 
reviewed labor market policies, legislation, and 
programs for employment and sustainable job 
creation for Liberians. 

Tiawan Gongloe, a man who carries a broom
By S. Karweaye
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T
he Louis Arthur 
Grimes School of 
Law of the state-run 

University of Liberia is 

expected to bestow honor on 
several personalities who 
have severed the Law School 
either as deans or long-
serving Professors. 

Since the inception of the 
school in 1951, this will be 
the first time such honor will 

be bestowed especially on the 
Former Deans.

According to the Current 
Dean of the Law School, Dr. Cllr. 

Jallah A. Barbu, the decision to 
honor these former deans and 
long-serving professors was 
reached at a faculty meeting in 
which members unanimously 
agreed that it was very much 
prudent to recognize the 
enormous sacrif ices the 

earmarked personalities have 
made in the legal profession.

Professor Barbu described 
the honorees as selfless and 
patriotic individuals whose 
exemplary leadership during 
their days in active services 
served as a motivating factor in 
encouraging more Liberians to 
join the Profession.

He said the Louis Arthur 
Grimes School of Law continues 
to earn its bragging right as one 
of the foremost top-notch 
Graduate Programs at the 
University of Liberia.

“Today, I can emphatically 
brag that this School which is 
Liberia’s only Law school has 
earned its place as one of 
Liberia’s top-notch graduate 
programs which continues to 
bui ld the capacit ies of 
manpower who can adequately 
serve in any of the three 
branches of government 
especially the Judicial branch 
and in any nongovernmental 
institution” Dean Barbu 
intimated.  

He paid tribute to the fallen 
deans  recount ing  the i r  
invaluable services rendered 
till death and expressed delight 
that their family members will 
be present at the honoring gala 
to receive their honors.

“This honoring program is not 

more headline news       more headline news 

T
h e  N a t i o n a l  
E l e c t i o n s  
Commission (NEC) 

has announced the arrival of 
its first consignment of 
Biometric Voter Registration 
(BVR) equipment in the 

country. The BVR equipment 
arrived on Tuesday, 28 
February via the Roberts 
International Airport.

The consignment, which 
include training materials 
and server equipment for the 
Data Management System, 
are currently stored in the 
central warehouse of the 
Commiss ion under the 
protection of the Liberia 
National Police.

Meanwh i l e ,  NEC  on  

We d n e s d a y  c o m m e n c e d  
training of its staff in the 
operation of the BVR system to 
be deployed for the 2023 
general elections.

NEC in a communication said 
the five-day in-house training 

for 49 employees, including 
m a g i s t r a t e s ,  a s s i s t a n t  
magistrates and headquarters 
senior staff, is being jointly 
conducted by trainers of 
LAXTON, the contractor hired 
to provide the BVR services, and 
the Training and Procedures 
Section. 

Oversight Commissioner for 
Training Josephine Kou Gaye 
described magistrates as the 
epicenter of conducting 
elections and said the training 

is one of the key activities in 
preparation for the rollout of 
the BVR.

According to the NEC 
communication Commissioner 
Gaye, the commission was 
building the capacity of 

relevant staff to effectively 
operate the BVR system.  She 
challenged the participants to 
absolve the knowledge and 
work in the best interest of 
Liberia.

The participants will receive 
training in the operation of the 
various BVR kits, including 
maintenance, power services, 
i n t e r n e t  a c c e s s  a n d  
information transmission of the 
system.

F
ormer Montserrado 
Senatorial candidate 
Sheikh Al- Moustapha 

Kouyateh wants sanctions 
imposed on individuals that are 
allegedly recruiting ex-fighters 
into government agencies.

S p e a k i n g  Tu e s d a y,  2 8  
February 2023 on Capitol Hill, Mr. 
Kouyateh expressed dismay over 
the recent appearance of 
Monrovia City Police Officer 
Varlee Telleh at the City 
Corporation to address a press 
conference.

Telleh, an ex-fighter, has been 
accused by the former Liberia 
Truth and Reconci l iat ion 
Commission (TRC) boss Cllr. 
Jerome Verdier of attacking 
former Chief Justice Gloria Musu 
Scott and murdering her 
daughter Charloe Musu. But 

Telleh has denied the allegation.
Kouyateh said there's a need 

for international partners to 
come in very tough on those 
individuals who are involved in 
criminal acts. He said he wants 
the country can to once again 
have an identity which is 
freedom.

"Liberians today no longer 
have freedom, and they have 
lost hope. And all they have 
today is hell in the government, 
hell in justice, and fraudulent 
leadership," Kouyateh claimed.

He alleged that Liberians 
have been killed daily in the 
country and the only thing 
President George Manneh Weah 
has to say is people need to try 
and get CCTV cameras in their 

various homes for protection.
But the opposition politician 

contended that under President 
Weah's administration, 25% of 
Liberians can not even afford 2 
dollars per day.

"How can we buy CCTV to have it 
in our homes? That is why today the 
formal Chief Justice was attacked 
and her daughter was murdered in 
cold blood," he said.

Kouyateh lamented that the 
former Chief Justice had to escape 
for her life while the national police 
could not provide her security.

He suggested that the suspect, 
who has to be a formal fighter, was 
sighted with the Monrovia City 
Corporation (MCC) leadership being 
protected by the government.

"What comes to my mind is how 
can we have an MCC security 
stronger than the Liberia National 
Police?" Kouyateh pondered.

"And why must we have MCC 
recruiting ex-prisoners, ex-rebel, 
ex-fighters, and ex-criminals to be 
a part of the institution we expect 
to protect us?"

He believed that the MCC 
security is even stronger than the 
Liberia National Police. He added 
that if the government cannot 
protect its citizens and you have 
arms and drugs coming into the 
country, what comes to mind is 
those arms could be used to cause 
trouble.

"Democracy is the way forward 
and the country was not created for 
eliminating citizens, but it was 
established as a land of liberty for 
every African and anyone who is a 
Liberian," said Kouyateh.
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-As Chief Justice and others set to grace the occasion

UL Law School honors former Deans, long
serving lecturers, and honor roll students

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

NEC BVR training equipment arrived

Kouyateh demands
individual sanctions

By Kruah Thompson

--For those allegedly recruiting ex-fighters into government
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U
n rapport selon 
lequel les autorités 
l i bé r i enne s  du  

secteur de l’électricité ont 
été informées que la 
compagnie d’électricité 
ivoirienne voisine, la CIE, 
r é d u i s a i t  
l’approvisionnement en 
électricité du Libéria à 15 

mégawatts a fait le tour des 
médias sociaux.

Selon l’information, la 
r é d u c t i o n  d e  
l’approvisionnement en 
électricité de la CIE à 15 MW 
pour le Libéria est due à un 
grave problème avec la ligne 
à haute tension de la 
compagnie d’électricité 
ivoirienne.

À la suite de ce rapport, ce 
quotidien a cherché à 
authentifier les informations 
en contactant le président du 

conseil d’administration de la 
Liberia Electricity Corporation 
(LEC), M. Monie R. Captan, mais 
en vain car il n’a pas décroché son 
téléphone.

Dans ce qui fait le tour des 
forums de discussion des médias 
ici, un responsable semblait 
informer ses collègues du secteur 
de l’électricité que la CIE avait 

informé les autorités libériennes 
de la réduction de l’alimentation 
électrique.

L’avis de communiqué adressé 
aux autorités du secteur de 
l’électricité explique que 
l’approvisionnement de la Sierra 
Leone voisine a été réduit à 10 
mégawatts et celui de la Guinée à 
5 mégawatts.

“Au total, ils ne fourniront aux 
pays du CLSG [Côte d’Ivoire, 
Libéria, Sierra Leone et Guinée] 
que 30 MW”, indique l’avis de 
communiqué.

Il a déclaré que la CIE ne 
pouvait pas s’engager sur une 
date où elle rétablira sa pleine 
capacité car elle évalue 
toujours son problème.

De plus, le communiqué 
indiquait que les niveaux 
d’eau étaient très bas à la 
centrale hydroélectrique et 
que le Libéria ne pouvait faire 
fonctionner qu’une seule 
unité pour un total de 12 
heures.

En  a t tendant ,  a - t - i l  
déclaré, des instructions ont 
été données pour utiliser le 
mazout à haute teneur en 
c a r b u r a n t  ( H F O )  p o u r  
compléter le CLSG.

C e l a  s i g n i f i e  q u e  
l’approvisionnement de la 
Liberia Electricity Corporation 
sera assez limité jusqu’à ce 
que CLSG rétablisse sa pleine 
capacité.  Cela s igni f ie  
également qu’il y aura 
d’autres délestages.

E n  r é a c t i o n  à  c e  
développement, un ex-officiel 
anonyme possédant de vastes 
connaissances dans le secteur 
a fait valoir que si la LEC avait 
été visionnaire pour faire de la 
construct ion du projet  
hydroélectrique du fleuve 
Saint-Paul  une prior ité 
nationale il y a plus de dix ans, 
la sécurité énergétique et les 
recettes d’exportation du 
courant aurait été assuré.

Le fonctionnaire a suggéré 
que là où il n’y a pas de vision, 
les gens souffrent et finissent 
par périr.

euf hommes, dont 

Nun chef, arrêtés et 
accusés du meurtre 

d’un jeune de 21 ans dans le 
comté de Bong, ont été 
déférés au tribunal par le 
détachement de police du 
comté.

Les hommes sont accusés 
du meurtre de Samuel 
Mulbah, 21 ans, dont le corps 
sans vie a été découvert 
récemment dans la rivière Jor 
à Saybay, les deux mains 
liées.

S e l o n  n o t r e  
correspondant, il y avait aussi 
des blessures sur le visage de 
la victime.

M. John Kellenso Flomo, 
commandant du comté de 
Bong de la division des 
services criminels de la police 
nationale libérienne, a 
déclaré lors d’un point de 
presse que le chef de la ville 
et son adjoint avaient donné 
l’ordre de fouetter le défunt.

Selon le récit de la police, 
le chef et ses hommes ont 
décidé de battre la victime 
pour avoir battu un certain 
Saturday Kerkulah, un autre 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

habitant de la ville.
Les défendeurs ont déclaré à la 

police que Saturday avait été vu 
inconscient et saignait gravement 
d u  n e z  a p r è s  a v o i r  é t é  
prétendument battu par la victime 
Mulbah pour des raisons encore 
inconnues.

Notre correspondant du comté 
de Bong après l’arrestation par la 
police a recueilli auprès de 
c e r t a i n s  h a b i t a n t s  d e s  
communautés environnantes que 

le chef de la ville et l’adjoint 
ont demandé aux sept hommes 
restants de traverser la rivière 
avec la victime et de le 
remettre à la police.

« Nous avons inculpé les 
neuf d’entre eux de meurtre et 
d’association de malfaiteurs et 
au moment où je parle, nous 
les renvoyons immédiatement 
au tribunal. Leur action contre 
ce garçon était diabolique et 
inhumaine jusqu’à la moelle ».

Des rumeurs selon lesquelles l’opposition a entrepris des 
pourparlers politiques frénétiques en vue de raviver la 
Collaboration des partis politiques (CPP), une coalition 
politique de l’opposition désintégrée, ont saturé l'air tant dans 
le pays qu'à l'étranger, en prélude aux élections d'octobre.

Des discussions auraient été organisées par des parties et des 
individus dont l’intention est de ramener les deux principaux 
dirigeants de l'opposition, M. Alexander B. Cummings du 
Congrès national alternatif et l'ancien vice-président Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai du Parti de l'unité et d’autres opposants 
partageant les mêmes idées autour d’une table pour former un 
front commun contre le président sortant George Manneh 
Weah.

Si ces rumeurs sont avérées, nous ne ferons qu’espérer que 
cette fois-ci, toutes les parties viendront à la table ronde avec 
une intention claire. En fait, il serait dangereux, très 
dangereux, si à huit mois des élections des judas s’infiltraient 
au milieu des gens bien intentionnés sous prétexte de former 
un front commun alors qu'ils ont une arrière-pensée.

Certains individus de l'opposition sont bien responsables de 
l'effondrement de la CPP. Et ils sont toujours là. Encore faut-il 
qu’ils soient surveillés avec des yeux d'aigle pendant que l’on 
entreprend ce dernier effort pour créer un front d'opposition 
uni. Ces gens seront plus que perfides pour faire avancer leurs 
motivations, d’autant plus que la Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique au pouvoir est prête à faire un effort 
supplémentaire pour fragmenter et affaiblir l'opposition avant 
les élections.

Nous nous souvenons de la déclaration de Ganta faite à l’issue 
de la rencontre où des gens comme le sénateur Prince Yormie 
Johnson, l'homme d'affaires Benoni W. Urey, Alexander B. 
Cummings, Joseph Nyumah Boakai et feu Me Charles Walker 
Brumskine, se sont réunis contre M. Weah et son CDC en 2017. 
Mais le mariage s'est effondré avant même le premier tour du 
scrutin.

L'opposition a intérêt à ne pas prendre pour argent comptant le 
désaccord apparent entre le sénateur Prince Yormie Johnson 
et le président George Weah, car l'homme PYJ n'est pas un 
poisson-chat dans l'eau. Il est glissant et difficile à cerner. En 
d'autres termes, il est hautement imprévisible et peu fiable. Il 
a laissé tomber le CDC en 2011 avant de finalement apporter 
son soutien au président Weah en 2017.

Ces discussions qui ont été engagées dans les coulisses en ce 
moment ne sont pas nouvelles. En tout cas les interlocuteurs 
s’y connaissent déjà. Ils y étaient allés et avaient réussi, 
comme en ont témoigné les résultats de l'élection sénatoriale 
spéciale du 8 décembre 2021 qu’a perdues le parti au pouvoir 
dans le comté de Montserrado, son fief d’antan, au profit de 
l'opposition.

Nous sommes encouragés par les derniers efforts visant à 
réunir l'opposition, car il est bon de le faire afin que l'électorat 
puisse avoir une meilleure opportunité de choisir des 
dirigeants qui représenteront leurs intérêts.

Réduire le nombre de candidats à la présidentielle et de partis 
politiques rend la démocratie plus forte et compétitive. Nous 
exhortons les acteurs clés à enterrer leur ego et à placer le 
Libéria au-dessus de tous les autres intérêts dans ces 
discussions.

Si la CPP est véritablement révisée et renforcée avant le début 
de l'opération d’enrôlement des électeurs et de la campagne, 
nous croyons fermement que l'objectif de chasser le président 
Weah du pour aura déjà été atteint.

Éditorial
Les rumeurs d’un front commun 
de l’opposition ravivent l’espoir
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CLSG a réduit l’approvisionnement
en électrique du Libéria à 15 MW

Comté de Bong : 9 personnes arrêtées pour meurtre
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B
ola Tinubu, le candidat de l’APC, le parti au pouvoir au 
Nigeria, va succéder à Muhammadu Buhari en tant que 
président. Après quatre jours de décompte, il a obtenu, 

ce mercredi 1er mars, le plus grand nombre de voix à la 
présidentielle. La Commission électorale nationale (Inec) a 
confirmé sa victoire, le candidat ayant également obtenu 25% 
des voix dans au moins deux tiers des 36 États de la Fédération, 
ainsi que le territoire de la capitale, Abuja.
La victoire est pour Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu, le candidat du 
Congrès des progressistes (APC) à la présidentielle nigériane. « 
Le Parrain », ainsi qu’il est surnommé, a remporté le plus grand 
nombre de voix, selon les résultats officiels. 
Bola Tinubu qui briguait la succession de Muhammadu Buhari à 
la tête du pays le plus peuplé d’Afrique, a obtenu 8,8 millions 
de voix. Il devance ses principaux rivaux Atiku Abubakar du PDP 
(6,9 millions de voix) et Peter Obi du Parti travailliste (6,1 
millions de voix), selon une compilation des suffrages État par 
État.
La Commission électorale nationale (Inec), à pied d’œuvre une 
large partie de la nuit du 28 février à ce mercredi 1er mars, a 
confirmé sa victoire. Bola Tinubu a obtenu 25% des voix dans au 
moins deux tiers des 36 États de la fédération, ainsi que le 
territoire de la capitale Abuja. Il remporte ainsi l’une des 
élections les plus disputées de l’histoire démocratique du 
Nigeria.

« J’appelle mes concurrents à faire 
équipe ensemble. C’est la seule 
nation que nous ayons, a réagi M. 
Tinubu, c’est un pays que nous 
devons construire ensemble, en 
recoller les morceaux brisés. Nous 
devons travailler dans l’unité ». « 
Je félicite Son Excellence Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu pour sa victoire. Élu 
par le peuple, il est la meilleure 
personne pour ce poste. Je vais 
maintenant travailler avec lui et 
son équipe pour assurer une 
passation du pouvoir dans les 
règles », a, pour sa part, réagi M. 
Buhari sur son compte Twitter.
La victoire de Bola Tinubu a été 
proclamée cette nuit alors que 
mardi, à la mi-journée, les deux 
principaux partis d’opposition, PDP 
et LP, sans attendre l’intégralité 
des résultats, ont conjointement 
demandé l’annulation du scrutin 
dénonçant des fraudes et des 
manipulations des chiffres à 
grande échelle.
Faible participation
« C’est un homme politique connu 
de tous. Finalement, ce n’est pas 
une grande surprise », analyse 
Vincent Hiribaren, maître assistant 
au Kings College de Londres. Et 
d’ajouter, en référence au 
candidat arrivé troisième, Peter 
Obi : « C’est la surprise de voir un 
troisième candidat faire une 
concurrence réelle aux deux partis 
qui sont là depuis 1999 ».
Pour l’opposition en général, il y a 
tout de même des succès.

ans une intervention devant le 

DConseil, la cheffe des affaires 
politiques de l’ONU Rosemary 

DiCarlo a déclaré que le terrorisme et 
l'extrémisme violent continuent de 
croître dans différentes parties du 
continent, malgré les efforts 
déployés pour les prévenir et les 
contrer à tous les niveaux.
« Al-Shabaab continue de représenter 
la menace la plus persistante pour la 
sécurité en Somalie et en Afrique de 
l'Est malgré l'intensification des 
opérations militaires contre eux ces 
dernières années », a dit la 
Secrétaire générale adjointe aux 
af fa i res  po l i t iques  et  à  la  
consolidation de la paix.
« L'EIIL (Daech) et les affiliés d'Al-
Qaida collaborent entre eux pour 
entreprendre des attaques de plus en 
plus sophistiquées en Afrique de 
l'Ouest, notamment au Burkina Faso, 
au Mali et au Niger », a-t-elle ajouté, 
précisant que Daech continue 
également d'opérer en Libye malgré 
les récents revers, et restructure ses 
groupes affiliés en Afrique de l'Est, en 
Afrique australe et en Afrique 
centrale.
« Au Sahel et dans le bassin du lac 
Tchad, l'État islamique du Grand 

Sahara, Boko Haram et sa faction dissidente islamique dite 
Etat islamique dans la province de l'Afrique de l'Ouest 
continuent de terroriser les populations locales et 
d’attaquer les forces de sécurité », a rappelé Mme DiCarlo.
Selon l’ONU, le terrorisme en Afrique a fait des dizaines de 
milliers de victimes.
Devant le Conseil, la Secrétaire générale adjointe a rappelé 
l’importance du soutien à la Force conjointe du G5 Sahel « 
qui peut jouer un rôle essentiel dans la lutte contre le 
terrorisme, notamment dans les trois zones frontalières du 
Mali, du Niger et du Burkina Faso ».
Pour Mme DiCarlo, le sommet organisé à Pau (France) en 
janvier par le Président français, Emmanuel Macron, a 
proposé une stratégie améliorée et ciblée qui pourrait 
réduire la menace terroriste.

2023                              MARCH  02     THURSDAY      

Le Libéria est sécurisé,
rassure le Ministre Rennie

L
e ministre libérien 
de l’Information, 
Ledgerhood Julius 

Rennie, a décrit le Libéria 
comme un pays sûr en termes 
de sécurité, sur fonds de 
vagues croissantes de morts 
mystérieuses, de meurtres 
rituels et de vols à main 
armée dans le pays.

Le gouvernement du 
Libéria a fait l’objet d’une 
série de critiques de la part 
d e  s e s  a l l i é s  e t  d e  
l’opposition en raison du 
niveau d’insécurité dans le 
pays. Il s’ensuit une récente 
série d’attaques contre le 
domicile de l’ancienne juge 
en chef Gloria Musu Scott, au 
cours desquelles sa fille a été 
horriblement assassinée et 
d’autres filles ont été 
blessées à Brewerville, en 
Virginie, à l’extérieur de 
Monrovia.

Outre les attaques contre 

le domicile de l’ancien 
ministre de la Justice, des 
informations font état d’une 
série de morts mystérieuses 
à travers le pays, notamment 
le meurtre horrible présumé 
de quatre auditeurs de 
l’Autorité fiscale du Libéria 
(LRA), le meurtre présumé 
du Directeur général de 
l’Agence d’audit interne, 
Emmanuel Barthan Nyeswa, 
la mystérieuse disparition de 
trois garçons engagés par le 
propriétaire de la morgue St. 
Moses pour entreprendre une 
tâche dans le comté de Bong.

Les garçons, Robert M. 
Blamo, Jr, 29 ans, Siafa 
Gbana Boimah, 34 ans, et 
Bobby S. Gbeanquoi, 32 ans, 
se seraient noyés dans une 
rivière du district de Fuama, 
dans le comté de Bong, 
lorsque la pirogue qu’ils 
aurait emprunté a chaviré. 
Leurs corps n’ont pas encore 
été retrouvés.

Un autre garçon de 16 ans 

appelé Gentle Bryant a été 
découvert dans la caserne 
militaire d’Edward Binyan 
Kesselly (EBK), fin décembre 
2022, gravement meurtri.

M a i s  l e  m i n i s t r e  d e  
l’Information, Ledegerhood 
Rennie, s’exprimant le mardi 28 
février 2023 sur la radio d’État, 
ELBC, a déclaré que le pays est 
totalement sûr pour les Libériens 
et garanti pour les étrangers, 
contrairement aux cris croissants 
des Libériens et de l’opposition. 

Le ministre Renne a qualifié 
d’injuste et de farfelu le fait que 
les gens qualifient grossièrement 
le pays de dangereux, à cause 
d’un seul crime ou incident qui 
s’est produit.

Il a déclaré que le Libéria est 
sûr et que le gouvernement est 
capable d’assurer la sécurité de 
ses citoyens et des étrangers. 

En outre, le ministre Rennie a 
expliqué que ceux qui répandent 
des mensonges et des faussetés 

sur le gouvernement ne le font 
que pour des raisons politiques.

P o u r  l e  m i n i s t r e  d e  
l’Information, le gouvernement 
du Libéria a fait preuve de 
tolérance face aux mouvements 
des individus dont l’objectif est 
de déstabiliser la paix du pays.

Le ministre Rennie,  a cité des 
c a s ,  d a n s  l e s q u e l s  l e  
gouvernement a été mis en cause 
pour attirer l’attention du public, 
mais la vérité a été révélée plus 
tard, faisant spécifiquement 
référence à la mort du regretté 
journaliste Tyron Brown, de Super 
FM 95.5.

Le regretté journaliste libérien 
Tyron Brown a été découvert mort 
sur la route de Duport le 16 avril 
2018, alors qu’il avait rendu visite 
à un ami et aurait été poignardé à 
plusieurs reprises, entraînant sa 
mort. À l’époque, une enquête 
policière a lié l’accusé Jonathan 
William et d’autres à le crime de 
meurtre, qui plus tard a fait face 
à la justice.

Présidentielle au Nigeria : Bola Tinubu déclaré
vainqueur par la Commission électorale

Des experts en sécurité discutent de la montée
de la violence extrémiste en Afrique



NEW DAWN  10www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    

C
aroline Moore, alais 
MC CARO, Liberia 
f i n e s t  F e m a l e  

Rapper has been named 
Winners Incorporated Sports 

Betting Company new Brand 
Ambassador.

The Sports gaming and 
Online Casino company made 
t h e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  
Wednesday, 1 March 2023 at 
the unveiling program held at 
its Broad Street headquarter.

“Winners Incorporated 
proudly announces the 
selection of MC Caro, with 
her famous Musical lyrics 
titled “BABY“as its brand 
ambassador. “

M a k i n g  t h e  
pronouncement, Program 
Director Tito Balde of 

Winners Inc. said the Sports 
Betting Company was excited 
to announced, “The multi-
talented singer and rapper as 
Brand Ambassador, replacing, 
Teddy Ride.

She came as the third Brand 

Ambassador of Winners Sports 
betting Company, behind, 
Comedian Isaac Sunday Sieh Jr. 
alais Paul Flomo' Darius 
Kumorteh, famously called 
Teddy Ride, in the history of 
the Company.

MC Caro' is one of Liberia’s 
most influential musicians. She 
is a songwriter, singer and 
rapper with songs like “Bring 
Our Money Back”, recorded in 
(2018), “One More Round “Ley 
Light Go Off “in 2020, and the 
famous banding lyrics in 
2022“titled “BABY,“ among 
others.

Caroline Moore is also an 
award-winning rapper in 
Liberia, Mc Caro as She 
preferably known was born and 
raised in New Kru Town 
community, by her parents 
Christiana T. Nagbe and Garpu 
Moore. 

She began her primary 
education at the Nimely 
Brothers Children Preparatory 
School, and later matriculated 
at the Ndee Matta Memorial 
Foundation, after her family 
migrated from New Kru Town to 
Gbanjor, Old Road. When she 
returned to New Kru Town, 
Caro enrolled at St. Lawrence 
Elementary & Junior High 
School for two years and 
graduated to Senior High. Upon 
her graduation from the 
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d ,  C a r o  
furthered her senior year 
studies at St. Edwards and 
progressed. She was unable to 
advance her studies in college 
due to financial circumstances.

In 2018, MC Caro, started 
her  rap journey as  an 
underground artist despite her 
life from the slum and 
unpopu la r i ty  then,  the  
stereotypes and cultural 
barriers, Caro brook through 
into the Liberian music 
industry, through her viral free 
style" Pro Poor".

The Same year, she made a 
viral song "Bring Back our Moni" 
voicing out her frustrations 
about the missing two shipping 
containers with one hundred 
million dollars.

more headline news       more headline news 

he Head of the 

TLiberian Delegation 
to the 62nd Session 

of the Organization of 
African, Caribbean, and 
Pacific States (OACPS) 
Parliament, Rep. Acarous 
Gray is calling on his 
colleagues to act within the 
framework of their authority.  

According to the Press 
Bureau of the House of 
Representatives, a dispatch 
from Brussels says Rep. Gray 
took part in discussions at the 
OACPS headquarters.

The discussions covered 
issues of strategic focus that 
ranged from partnerships 
within member states and 
their links with the European 
Union.

They also focused on the 
e x p a n s i o n  o f  O A C P S  
partnership and visibility 
within the global framework, 
food and energy crisis, 
Maritime Security, climate 
change, and current global 
issues.

Parliamentarians from 
member states of the African, 
Caribbean, and Pacific are 
participating in the 62nd 
S e s s i o n  o f  O A C P S  

Parliamentary Assembly in 
Brussels.

The Legislature of the 
Re p u b l i c  o f  L i b e r i a  i s  
represented by Montserrado 
County Electoral District 8 
Representative Acarous M. Gray 
who is actively engaged in a 
week-long session aimed at 
a d d r e s s i n g  p e r t i n e n t  
international and regional 

matters.
During the opening session, 

Ana Rita Sithole, a member of 
the Mozambique Parliament 
and the current President of the 

OACPS Parliamentary Assembly, 
p r o v i d e d  a n  o p e n i n g  
statement.

Sithole highlighted the State 
of play on many challenges 
faced by OACPS Countries as 
well as some unresolved issues 
regarding the signing of the 
Post-Cotonou Agreement with 
the European. 

He further restated his 

commitment to improve the 
visibility of the Parliamentary 
Assembly, strengthen the 
organ, and create alliances 
with key strategic assemblies.
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M
onrovia Mayor Jefferson 
T. Koijee and City Police 
Officer Varlee Telleh 

have jointly denied killing Cllr. 
Gloria Musu Scott's daughter 
Charloe Musu, but Telleh says he 
and his accuser Sheikh Sackor 
fought in the Liberian civil war 
together.

“The man who tried to give my 
profile to Cllr. [James] Verdier is my 
friend since 1994. We fought war 
together: 1994, 1995, and April 6 
war. He was the one who took me to 
Mayor Koijee,” Telleh said 
Wednesday, 1 March 2023.

On Wednesday, the ruling party 
Coalition for Democratic Change 
(CDC) Secretary General Mr. Koijee 
and Mr. Telleh faced Liberia 
National Police (LNP) authorities to 
answer questions over recent 
brutal attacks against Cllr. Scott 
and her family.

Led by their lawyer Cllr. Arthur T. 

Johnson, the duo said they did not 
have any link to assassination 
attempts against former Liberian 
Chief Justice Cllr. Scott and the 
brutal murder of her daughter 
Charloe last week.

Armed Criminals invaded Cllr. 
Scott's Brewerville residence on 22 
March 2022, murdered her 
daughter and wounded other 
inhabitants. Cllr. Scott said she 
managed to flee for her life after 
using pepper spray against her 
attacker.

She said she reported to the 
police and the Minister of Justice 
two successive armed robbery 
attacks at her residence, but 
authorities did not act to prevent 
the third attack that led to 
Charloe's death. 

Over  the  weekend,  she  
lamented about her daughter's 
gruesome murder saying she raised 
the alarm about the deadly attacks 
and threats against her in vain.

In the wake of the tragedy, 
Liberia 's  former Truth and 
Reconciliation boss Cllr. Jerome 
Verdier last week accused Mr. 
Varlee Telleh of allegedly attacking 
the former Chief Justice. Verdier 
alleged that Monrovia Mayor Mr. 
Koijee ordered the attack.

But Koijee refuted the claim 
during a press conference held 
Friday, 24 February, saying he had 

no history of sharing blood in the 
country.

In addition to Cllr. Verdier's 
claim, Mr. Sheikh Sackor gave 
lengthy narratives about Mr. 
Telleh's alleged roles in previous 
murders in the country including 
the shocking death of Central 
Bank of Liberia official Mr. 
Matthew Innis.

Notwithstanding, Telleh and 
Koijee insisted that they are not 
involved with the attacks against 
Cllr. Scott and the murder of her 
daughter.

In a nervous voice, Telleh, a 
resident of Brewerville, told 
reporters that he neither know 
former Chief Justice Scott nor 
her residence in Brewerville. 

He also denied sending any 
threatening text message to a 
journalist identified as Aryouba 
Dukuly, and also rejected an 
account that was used to issue 
the threat as fake. 

Telleh only admitted to 

knowing Mr. Sheikh Sackor, 
identifying him as an alleged 
'black money businessman' 
working in Guinea.

And Monrovia Mayor Jefferson 
Koijee has told reporters at the 
LNP headquarters that he does 
not know anything linking him to 
the recent attacks against former 
Chief Justice Scott.

H e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  
a l l e ga t i on s  a s  comp le te  
p r o p a g a n d a  a g a i n s t  h i s  
personality.

Speaking on behalf of Koijee 
and Telleh, Cllr. Arthur T. Johnson 
told reporters that Mayor Koijee 
believes in the professionalism of 
the Liberia National Police to 
investigate the matter.

Johnson urged every person of 
interest to avail themselves to 
the police for investigation.

He noted that the mayor is not 
above the law so he has availed 
himself to the police to give his 
side of the story.

“The mayor has no link to any 
act of assassination against the 
former Chief Justice,” Cllr. 
Johnson said.

At the same time, Cllr. 
Johnson expressed his sympathy 
to the former Chief Justice and 
condemned the act meted out 

'We fought war together’
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F
ormer Vice President 
Joseph N. Boakai will 
c o n t e s t  i n  t h e  

upcoming October 10, 2023, 
General and Presidential 
elections despite claims that 

he is considering plans to 
backoff and support Mr. 
A l e x a n d e r  C u m m i n g s ’  
presidential bid.

Unity Party (UP) National 
Secretary General Amos 
Tweh told the New Dawn on 
Wednesday March 1, that 
“Mr. Joseph Nyumah Boakai is 
standing tall in the 2023 
elections.”

He narrated that the 
former vice President and UP 
are holding talks with current 
allies and trying to woo new 
ones to join the UP as it 
galvanizes forces to remove 
incumbent President George 
M. Weah at the 2023 ballot.

He said the UP hands are 
open to welcome and work 
with Mr. Cummings, adding 
that all cards are on the 
table.

Mr. Tweh’s comments 
followed claims by Mr. 
Cummings’ deputy Chief of 
staff Mr. Mulbah K. Yorgbor’s 
claims on State Radio 
Wednesday March 1, that 
there have been ongoing 
consultations between Mr. 
Cummings and Mr. Boakai for 
him (Boakai), to backoff from 
the election as a main 

candidate support his boss.
Speaking on the program 

Flash Point, Mr. Yorgbor said 
Cummings would even want Mr. 
Boakai to go beyond just 
endorsing him but to also join 
his campaign team.

Mr. Yorgbor noted that such 
conversation between the two 

men has been ongoing for a 
while and that up to present 
negotiations are still ongoing 
to convince Mr. Boakai.

Yorgbor, who claimed to be 
a former supporter of the 
Congress for Democratic 
Change (CDC) from its  
formative stage in 2005, 
expressed conviction that a 
Weah verses Cummings would 
present the best opportunity 
for the opposition bloc to 
defeat incumbent Weah.

On speculations that it is 
rather Mr. Cummings team 
which has approached the UP 
for the former to run as vice 
President to Boakai, Yougbor 
dismissed same as mere 
gossip.

"I can state, there has been 
no offer made to Mr. Cummings 
to run as Vice Presidential 
Candidate to Mr. Boakai, not at 
all, zero offer, none has been 
made," he said.

Mr. Yorgbor’s comments 
come as the Collaborating 
Political Parties (CCP) just 
announced that it has begun 
vetting individuals for its vice-
presidential candidate slug.

But he maintained that 
there has been an ongoing 
conversation wherein Mr. 
Cummings is asking Mr. Boakai 
to backoff and support his 
presidential bid.

He said the CPP is poised to 
announce its running mate 
between the months of April 
and March.

Liberians are headed to the 
polls in October, this year. The 
Alternative National Congress 
(ANC) which came into 

limelight back in 2016, with 
just 18 months to elections in 
2017, finished in fifth (5th) 
accumulating (7%).

The ANC/ CPP looks  
stronger competing in the 
u p c o m i n g  Pr e s i d e n t i a l  
election and is being described 
as one of the main opposition 
rivals to President Weah.

By Othello B. Garblah &
Emmanuel wise Jipoh

2023                              MARCH  02     THURSDAY      

Boakai will run
Starts from page 10

o n r o v i a  M a y o r  

MJefferson T. Koijee and 
City Police Officer 

Varlee Telleh have jointly denied 
killing Cllr. Gloria Musu Scott's 
daughter Charloe Musu, but 
Telleh says he and his accuser 
Sheikh Sackor fought in the 
Liberian civil war together.

“The man who tried to give 
my profile to Cllr. [James] 
Verdier is my friend since 1994. 
We fought war together: 1994, 
1995, and April 6 war. He was the 
one who took me to Mayor 
Koijee,” Telleh said Wednesday, 
1 March 2023.

On Wednesday, the ruling 
party Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) Secretary General 

Mr. Koijee and Mr. Telleh faced 
Liberia National Police (LNP) 
authorities to answer questions 
over recent brutal attacks against 
Cllr. Scott and her family.

Led by their lawyer Cllr. Arthur T. 
Johnson, the duo said they did not 
have any link to assassination 
attempts against former Liberian 
Chief Justice Cllr. Scott and the 
brutal murder of her daughter 
Charloe last week.

Armed Criminals invaded Cllr. 
Scott's Brewerville residence on 22 
March 2022, murdered her 
daughter and wounded other 
inhabitants. Cllr. Scott said she 
managed to flee for her life after 
using pepper spray against her 
attacker.

'We fought war together’

Starts from page 12

the mysterious death of peaceful 
Liberians, and many others. 

He reminded the CDC regime 
that during Liberia's civil war, 
many citizens joined the rebel 
group because they were tired of 
living under a dictatorial system 
that believed in violence and a 
failed system as it is allegedly 
seen today. 

"We only had over thirty 
thousand army, and we were only 
o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  
commandos, well trained, and 
we dared with them from the 
border to Monrovia," Johnson 
reflected on his rebel group's 
past role in the Liberian conflict.

"We saw the suffering of the 
Liberian people and so when I am 
talking [about] this, I can always 
want to cry. Why are we 
forgetting history?" Senator 
Johnson questioned further.  

Additionally, Senator Johnson 
reminded the CDC regime that 
when impr i soned former  
President Charles Ghankay Taylor 
took over, he establish all kinds 
of groups instead of focusing on 
the development of the country.

"He found all those groups for 
special operations because he 
[thought] he had control over 
violence. President Taylor kept 
Liberians in deep fear," he said.

Senator Johnson suggested 
that it's now time that the CDC 
government desist from all those 
small, small military and militia 
groups they are allegedly having, 
including the Sabu Unit and many 
others. 

The Nimba Senator explained 
that former President Taylor 
continued this ugly act even 
after the election in 1997 until 
war broke out in the country.

He said that the war came 
because then President Taylor 
f a i l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  g o o d  
governance, adequate security 
protection for all Liberians, and 
b e t t e r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  

international opportunities.
"Now, this government of 

President George M. Weah has come 
to power and therefore, they 
should concentrate on attracting 
direct foreign investment in 
Liberia, providing security, and 
good governance for all Liberians to 
benefit," Johnson urged. 

"We don't want [a] war to come 
to our country. Let President Weah 
focus on investment to make people 
come here to provide [an] 
opportunity for our people so that 
they can have food on their table," 
he pleaded.

The Nimba Senator pointed out 
that once people are killed daily, 
and people died under a regime, 
the international partners get 
afraid to come to the country and 
there will be no development. 

He mentioned that Liberians 
alone can't help, and Liberians in 
the diaspora can't come because 
those on the ground can't walk in 
the street at 6:00 PM.

"We just want to tell President 
Weah, let him bring this issue under 
control. Let him control his people. 
Anything that happens in this 
country, my great-grandson, 
Jefferson Koijee 's  name is  
mentioned," Senator Johnson 
cautioned the CDC regime. 

"I beg them, we don't want 
trouble in this country. There are 
mi l l i ona i re s  and  L iber ians  
somewhere who want to invest, but 
they can't come," he continued.

He warned that those that are 
angry can do anything to rescue this 
country, saying if that happens it 
will disturb everyone.

H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  C D C  
government as an administration 
that is desperate for power, but no 
security for the citizens.

"In this public manner let me 
congratulate the Armed Forces of 
Liberia, they are professional and 
disciplined. The police now are 
becoming a partisan police which 
should not be," he said. 
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only about the living but also 
the dead. Though they can no 
longer appreciate such honor 
it is important that their 
family members and society 
know the significant and 
impactful roles they played in 
bringing this noble profession 
to this enviable level.”

The Dean of the Law school 
t h a n k e d  t h e  s t u d e n t  

leadership of the Louis Arthur 
Grimes School headed by 
Williamina Budy for the level of 
support in planning the 
program which also includes 
certificating of Honor Roll 
Students from the previous 
semester.

The Executive Chairperson 
of the Honors Committee 
Professor Boakai N. Kanneh 

confirmed the completion of 
preparations for the program 
added that a full history on the 
founding and early days of the 
school will form an integral 
part of the program.

The Louis Arthur Grimes 
School of Law is the Law School 
of the University of Liberia in 
Monrovia. The school was 
founded in 1951 and is named 
after the former Chief Justice 
of Liberia’s Supreme Court, 
Louis Arthur Grimes.

The school offers a three-
year program leading to the 
granting of a Bachelor of Laws 
degree.

UL Law School honors former DeansStarts from page 7
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F
o r m e r  L i b e r i a n  
warlord, now Nimba 
Senator Prince Y. 

Johnson, says attacks against 
former Liberian Chief Justice 
Cllr. Gloria Musu Scott and her 

daughter's brutal murder are 
acts  that  can prompt 
rebellion.

"When people start dying 
mysterious death, people 
k i l l i n g  p e o p l e ,  n o  
i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  
investigation, it gives rise to 
the formation of a rebel 
group that will disturb our 
peace and democracy," 
Johnson warned during a 
radio program on Spoon FM 
Monday, 27 February 2023.

Last week, Cllr. Scott's 
daughter Charloe Musu 
was gruesomely murdered 
before her siblings when 
armed criminals invaded 
t h e  s t a t e s w o m a n ' s  
Brewerville residence.

Cllr. Scott said she 
managed to flee for her 
life after she pepper-
sprayed the attacker. 

B e f o r e  C h a r l o e ' s  
murder last week, Cllr. 
Scott said her home had 
been attacked twice in a 
row, and she reported 
those incidents to the 
police and the Minister of 
J u s t i c e ,  b u t  t h e  
government did not lift a 
finger to prevent the third 

attack.
Reacting to the tragedy through 

a phone interview on Spoon FM, 
Senator Johnson wondered why is 
it that the Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC)-led government has 
forgotten history so soon, 
especially what brought the war to 
the country.

Before becoming Nimba Senator 
and by extension Nimba's political 
godfather, Johnson played a key 
role in Liberia's brutal civil war 
that left over 200,000 dead and 
destroyed properties worth 
millions of dollars.

Johnson led the Independent 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(INPFL) which oversaw the brutal 
murder of then-sitting President 
Samuel Kanyon Doe.

As Nimba Senator, he has served 
in a key role at the Liberian Senate 
on Defense and Veteran Affairs but 
was forced to leave the Senate 
committee job following U.S. 
sanctions against him under 
President Manneh Weah's regime.

He recently broke political 
alliances with Mr. Weah and has 
become a vocal critic of the 
regime's shortcomings.

Johnson warned that the recent 
attacks on Cllr. Scott's residence 
which led to the death of her 
daughter Charloe Musu has the 
propensity to lead to the formation 
of a rebel group to rescue the 

country from bad governance, 

Senator Johnson
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