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A
BUJA, NIGERIA — 
Nigeria’s opposition 
c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  

president say they will 
c h a l l e n g e  t h e  r e s u l t s  
declaring the ruling party 
cand idate  the  winner.  

Saturday’s election was 
marred by technical and staff 
problems that saw voting 
delayed by a day or more at 
some polling stations.

The Labour Party met with 
journalists and supporters 
Wednesday afternoon, hours 
a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  
commission declared Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, the candidate 
for the ruling All Progressives 
Congress party, as the winner 
of Saturday’s election.

Labour ' s  pres ident ia l  

candidate Peter Obi did not 
attend Wednesday's meeting but 
his deputy told reporters he and 
Obi will challenge presidential 
results in court.

Yusuf Datti-Ahmed, Labour's 
vice presidential candidate, also 

called on party members and 
supporters to be calm.

" I l l e g a l i t y  h a s  b e e n  
performed and as far as we're 
concerned,” he said. “Here is an 
incoming government of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria that 
is illegal and unconstitutional. 
We're submitting our case to the 
court of law. It is for them to 
show again that level of 
confidence."

Another major contender in 
the election, the People's 
Democratic Party, PDP, is also 
challenging the results. The PDP 

and Labour held a joint 
briefing Tuesday calling the 
result a sham hours before 
N i g e r i a ’s  I n d e p e n d e n t  
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission, INEC, declared 
Tinubu winner.

Last weekend's presidential 
election was marked by delays 
and many operational issues 
with the voting machines 
across the country, according 
to international observers. 
There were also reports of 
election violence, coercion 
and manipulation.

Rotimi Olawale, a political 
analyst and co-founder of 
Youth Hub Africa, said there 
were various reasons for 
election issues.

"Some of the issues that we 
witnessed on Saturday are just 
plain logistics issues; INEC 
faced some challenges in that 
regard,” Olawale said.  
“Unfortunately, INEC over-
p r o m i s e d  a n d  u n d e r -
delivered. There were also in 
many places all kinds of 
attempts by different parties 
to thwart the electoral 
process. This also cast a 
shadow of doubt on the 
electoral process."

The opposition political 
parties want a re-vote. But 
Olawale sid that will only be 
possible if the evidence of 
manipulation presented by 
the parties is significant 
enough to have swayed the 
outcome. VOA

W
ASHINGTON — The 
United States has 
donated more than 

60 tons of weapons and 
ammunition to the Somali 
National Army, or SNA, to boost 
ongoing operations against the 
militant group al-Shabab and 
for future training of an elite 
infantry unit, according to the 
U.S. Embassy in Mogadishu.

A statement from the 
embassy Wednesday said the 
w e a p o n s  a r r i v e d  i n  
Mogadishu's international 
airport aboard two U.S. Air 
Force C-17 cargo planes that 
were greeted by Somalia's 
minister of defense and chief 
of defense forces, as well as 
Embassy Mogadishu Chargé 
d'Affaires Tim Trinkle.

According to the U.S. 
statement, the weapons 
included "Sixty-one tons of AK-
47s, heavy machine guns, and 

ammunition."
"This military assistance 

will support the current SNA 
operations against al-Shabab 
in Galmadug and Jubaland 
States and the next intake of 
the SNA Danab Advanced 
Infantry Brigade, for which the 
recruitment process has 
already started," said the 
statement.

The State Department has 
also offered a new $5 million 
reward for information leading 
to the "identification or 
l ocat ion "  o f  a l - Shabab  
spokesman Ali Mohamed Rage.

Rage, also known as Ali 
Dheere, has been the group's 
chief spokesperson since 2009. 
The State Department said he 
has been involved in the 
planning of militant attacks in 
Kenya and Somalia.

The Somali National Army, 
working with various local clan 
militias, launched an offensive 
in central Somalia last year 
that  has  succeeded in  
wrestling back control of 
numerous towns and villages 
that had been controlled by al-

Shabab, which ran them with its 
customary harsh brand of Islamic 
law.

Analysts have warned that 
Somalia's national and state 
governments must maintain security 
and provide economic aid in the 
recaptured areas to keep them from 
sliding back into militant control.

That issue came up this week as 
representatives of Qatar, Turkey, the 
United Arab Emirates, the United 
Kingdom, and the U.S. met in 
Washington to discuss Somalia's 
s e c u r i t y,  s t a t e - b u i l d i n g ,  
development, and humanitarian 
priorities.

The U.S. State Department said 
Tuesday that the participants 
expressed support for the Somali 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  f o c u s  o n  
counterterrorism and capacity 
building.

"The partners  agreed to 
s t rengthen coord inat ion  of  
international security assistance, 

and the importance of ensuring 
timely delivery of stabilization 
assistance to newly liberated 
areas," the statement said.

The statement added that the 
participants are committed to 
support Somalia's efforts to meet 
the benchmarks on weapons and 
ammunition management to enable 
the U.N. Security Council to fully lift 
the arms controls on the Federal 
Government of Somalia.

The Council has so far declined to 
lift a longstanding arms embargo on 
Somalia for fear that weapons could 
fall into the hands of militants or 
other non-governmental actors.

The U.S. Embassy said the 
weapons that arrived Tuesday in 
Mogadishu "are marked and 
registered pursuant to the Federal 
Government of Somalia's Weapons 
and Ammunition Management 
policy, designed to account for and 
control weapons within the Somali 
security forces and weapons 
captured on the battlefield."

In an interview with VOA Somali 
Service, Somalia's State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation Ali Mohamed Omar said 
this week's meeting in Washington 
was "fruitful." VOA

CCRA,  GHANA —  

AFormer  Ghana ian  
p r e s i d e n t  J o h n  

Mahama launched his campaign 
Thursday to recapture the post 
he held from 2012 to 2017. 
Mahama has run for Ghana’s 
highest office three times, 
losing in the last two elections 
to current President Nana 
A k u f o - A d d o .  M a h a m a ' s  
campaign begins as Ghana's 
struggling economy is the 
country's top concern.

The atmosphere was filled 
with the blaring sounds of 
vuvuzelas amid drumming and 
dancing, as hundreds of 
supporters of the former 
president packed themselves 
into the auditorium in the Volta 
Region, a stronghold of the 
opposition National Democratic 
Congress (NDC) party.

Dressed in an all-white 
outfit – a color that signifies 
victory in Ghana – John Mahama 
argued that Ghana’s current 
situation requires a leader with 
experience like him.

“Ghana needs experience 
and not experiment. Ghana 

needs a leader who will hit the 
ground running on 7 January 
2025," said Mahama. "Ghana 
needs a leader who will not be 
g iven an or ientat ion and 
excursion through the Flagstaff 
House – the seat of government. 
Ghana used to be the shining light 
on the continent of Africa and I am 
of the strongest conviction that 
we can attain those heights again. 
I believe it and we’ll lead by 
example.”

Mahama said the current 
government has failed Ghanaians, 
leading to the current economic 

hardship in the West African 
country.

“This government has been 
clueless, and in many ways 
callous. The unthinkable has 
happened and our country 
today is broken on all fronts," 
said Mahama. "Ghana is 
bankrupt. We are saddled with 
debts we simply cannot pay. 
We ’ ve  s u f f e r e d  g l ob a l  
humiliation of defaulting on 
o u r  d e b t s  a n d  b e i n g  
downgraded by all credit rating 
agencies to the lowest level 
ever seen in our history." VOA

 INEC chairman Mahmood Yakubu and President
elect Bola Tinubu displays his certificate 

Armed al-Shabab fighters ride on pickup trucksArmed al-Shabab fighters ride on pickup trucks
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Armed al-Shabab fighters ride on pickup trucks

as they prepare to travel into the city

John Dramani Mahama candidate of
the National Democratic Congress

Nigeria's Labour Party to Challenge
Presidential Election Result in Court

US Donates Over 60 Tons of Weaponry
to Somalia for Fight Against Militants

Former Ghana Leader Mahama Launches 2024 Campaign
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Going into the 2017 General and Presidential Elections, among the dozens of 
presidential candidates vying at the time, former Vice President Joseph N. Boakai 
stood tall and could have won that election plain and simple. But he didn’t win and 
here’s why.

Mr. Boakai had already sealed his own fate before venturing into that congested 
election. He decided from the word go that he had lost the election-it was Karma at 
work.

Karma, in Hinduism and Buddhism, is the relationship between a person’s mental or 
physical action and the consequences following that action.

Karma also signifies the consequences of all the actions of a person in their current 
and previous lives and the chain of cause and effect in morality.

The Bible makes it explicit: “And if you have not been faithful in what is another 
man’s, who will give you what is your own?” Luke 16:12 (KJV).

The former Vice President’s attempts to distance himself from alleged corruption 
within the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s regime in 2017 and only identifying with the 
positives demonstrated his hypocrisy and unfaithfulness towards Mrs. Sirleaf, thereby 
defeating the trust and confidence reposed in him by the latter.

Not only did Mr. Boakai try as much as possible to distance himself from Mrs. Sirleaf’s 
regime’s shortcomings going into that election in 2017, but he went on to further 
described himself as an unused car parked in a garage, suggesting that he was not 
allowed to function as a sitting vice president-yet he continued in that role for 12 
unbroken years feeding from the same regime.

Lest we forget, it was Mrs. Sirleaf who recruited Mr. Boakai, a non-Unity Party partisan 
at the time out of the blues to be her vice-presidential running mate in 2005 and 
maintained his service in 2011.

There is a two-point argument here: one is entirely based on faithfulness and trust; 
the other relates to the value system and morality. Winning one of these arguments 
could have won Mr. Boakai the presidency in 2017. But he chose none yet wanted to 
be viewed as the cleanest candidate entering the 2017 crowded presidential race.

Faithfulness and Trust
Mr. Boakai could have remained devoted to the UP-led government despite the chain 
of corruption allegations and squandered opportunities and campaign on its positives.

One defining line could have been taking responsibility for the regime’s failures 
accompanied by apologies while reminding the public of the road infrastructure 
initiatives under the administration, something he wants to continue.

Simply port: “Yes, we made some errors, we apologize for those mistakes. We had a 
lot of opportunities, but we squandered them. We are sorry.” However, the road 
projects we started, I want to continue…”

These lines of arguments would have garnered support and earned him trust among 
the electorates.
However, he chose to run in the opposite direction which brought his integrity and 
moral values into question.

Values and Morality
Mr. Boakai, a former Agriculture Minister under slain President Samuel Doe from 
1983-1985, prior to which he had served in several positions within the Liberia 
Government earning him over forty years of public service under his belt cannot be 
trusted because he has nothing to stand for.

Mr. Boakai could have saved his political career by resigning from the Ellen regime 
citing alleged corruption and squandered opportunities and indicating in his 
resignation letter that those practices ran contrary to his moral values-stealing.

But the former vice president chose not to resign and remained in office enjoying the 
benefits of the “loots” of the Ellen administration until its end makes him no saint.

It is said that a man who has nothing to stand for can stand for anything. Resigning or 
refusing to be Mrs. Sirleaf’s vice-running mate because of rampant corruption in her 
administration would have put Baokai on a pedestal never before witnessed in 
Liberia.
Boakai failed to learn from other leaders.

Interestingly, former vice President Boakai failed to learn from examples within both 
the sub-region and the United States.
Atiku Abubakar, Olusegun Obasanjo’s former vice president who turned against his 
boss after serving under him as vice president has since failed to win an election in 
Nigeria.

His latest defeat comes on the heels of the just-ended presidential election in Nigeria. 
This is arguably his third or fourth attempt. Atiku, now 76, even if age was in his favor 
can never win a presidential election in Nigeria because of Karma.

One man who understands Karma well is former United States Vice President Al Gore. 
Al Gore turned against his boss former President Bill Clinton during his situation with 
Monica Lewinski, after serving with him for 8 years. He offered President Clinton no 
moral support and distanced himself from the president.

He ran in the subsequent election and got defeated by former President George Bush 
by a narrow margin.
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ONDON – In recent years, McKinsey & 

LCompany has become a household name – 
but for all the wrong reasons. One of the 

“Big Three” consulting firms, its work for major 
corporations and governments has increasingly 
become a source of scandal and intrigue around 
the world.

In the United States, for example, McKinsey 
agreed to pay nearly $600 million for its role in 
the deadly opioid epidemic, following 
allegations that it had advised Purdue Pharma on 
how to “turbocharge” sales of OxyContin. In 
Australia, the firm’s work on the previous 
government’s national net-zero strategy was 
criticized as a flagrant attempt to protect the 
country’s fossil-fuel industry. And in Puerto Rico, 
a New York Times investigation found that 
McKinsey’s investment subsidiary, MIO Partners, 
was positioned to profit from the very same debt 
that its consultants were helping to restructure.

This list could go on and on. But as we show in 
our new book, The Big Con: How the Consulting 
Industry Weakens Our Businesses, Infantilizes 
Our Governments, and Warps our Economies, 
such scandals are only the tip of the iceberg. 
While there are a few bad apples in every 
company, the real problem lies with the 
consulting industry’s underlying business model.

In 2021, the global market for consulting 
services was estimated to be $700-900 billion. 
Yet despite the industry’s growing role in 
economic and political life, its activities are 
hardly ever viewed as what they are: symptoms 
of deeper structural  problems with 
contemporary capitalism. The consulting 
industry may not be wholly responsible for the 
financialization of the economy, corporate 
“short-termism,” or the gutting of the public 
sector, but it certainly thrives on them. 
Throughout the history of modern capitalism, 
the Big Con (as we call the industry) has been 
there to surf each new wave of dysfunction.

In government, big consultancies promoted and 
profited massively from the push toward 
privatization, management reform, private 
financing, outsourcing, digitalization, and 
austerity. In business, they helped to entrench 
new models of governance, from the spread of 
cost accounting and multidivisional corporations 
in the decades after World War II, to the rise of 
King Shareholder in setting priorities and 
allocating resources.

Today, the consulting industry is promising to 
reverse the very problems it helped create – 
hence the boom in new contracts to provide 
“environmental, social, and governance” (ESG) 
advice. Not surprisingly, this new line of business 
has come with all kinds of conflicts of interest. 
McKinsey, for example, has previously advised at 
least 43 of the 100 biggest polluters.

The role played by consultancies in the COVID-19 
crisis was especially revealing. During the 
pandemic’s first two years, governments spent 
enormous sums on consulting contracts, but the 
results were dubious at best, and harmful at 
worst. In France, consultancies were deeply 
involved in the country’s vaccination drive. Yet 
far from being an exemplar of efficiency, the 
French program was widely seen as a disaster. By 
early January 2021, a mere 5,000 doses had been 
administered, compared to 316,000 in Germany 
and 139,000 in Spain (all three countries started 
their programs around the same time).

Sometimes, governments hire consultants to fill 
gaps in their own capacity. Unfortunately, 

awarding consultancies with wide-ranging, 
lucrative contracts has simply become the 
default approach, even for areas that should 
obviously fall under the government’s remit. 
Thus, in 2020, one British Conservative peer 
complained that civil servants are routinely 
deprived “of opportunities to work on some of the 
most challenging, fulfilling, and crunchy issues,” 
and that the “unacceptable” reliance on private 
consultants was infantilizing the civil service.

When everything is outsourced, government 
agencies cannot develop the internal skills and 
knowledge needed to manage new challenges. 
This should concern all of us. Epidemiologists 
warn that the next global pandemic is a matter of 
“when,” not “if.” We urgently need to invest in 
governments’ and public-health agencies’ ability 
to detect new outbreaks and contain them before 
they can spread.

After all, the big consultancies should not be 
trusted to have the expertise for which they are 
hired. As the New York Times found, citing a 
researcher from the French National Center for 
Scientific Research, the consultancies behind 
France’s shambolic vaccine rollout “tended to 
import operating models used in other industries 
that weren’t always effective in public health.”

The growing reliance on big consultancies with 
extractive business models stunts innovation and 
state capacity, undermines democratic 
accountability, and obfuscates the effects of 
political and corporate actions. In an age of 
climate breakdown, these consequences have 
become existential. We all pay the price when 
public funds and other resources are wasted, and 
when decisions in government and business are 
made with impunity and little transparency.

Making matters worse, well-intentioned, 
intelligent young professionals have increasingly 
been lured away from public service by the 
promise of purposeful (and higher-paid) work in 
the consulting industry. (Though, fortunately, 
there are indications that many young 
consultants are becoming disillusioned with the 
sector.)

Battling any addiction begins with acknowledging 
the problem. Only then can we reduce our 
dependency. At a time when more people than 
ever are questioning economic orthodoxies and 
searching for alternatives, unpacking the Big 
Con’s role in today’s economy can point the way 
to solutions. To build a better-functioning 
economy, we must invest in state capacity and 
know-how, bring public purpose back to the 
public sector, and rid the system of costly, 
unnecessary consulting-industry intermediation.

Around the world, governments are waking up to 
the dangers of an overreliance on consultancies – 
and of the form of capitalism that they have 
helped bring about. Reformers are developing 
innovative new governance models, from in-
house public-sector consultancies to policy 
“labs” and local  community-oriented 
procurement programs.

Transforming our economies in the public interest 
requires changing how we think and talk about 
the role of government. We must stop seeing the 
state as merely a market rescuer and de-risker, 
and recognize it as a critical economic actor. 
Private organizations and individuals with 
genuine knowledge and capacity can still be 
valuable sources of advice. But they should advise 
and “consult” transparently from the sidelines, 
rather than being put in charge and paid 
regardless of how they perform.

Why Boakai couldn’t
have won in 2017?

Consultants and the
Crisis of Capitalism

By Mariana Mazzucato
and Rosie Collington
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F
amily members of 
former Chief Justice 
Gloria Musu Scott 

have reconsidered their 
decision not to cooperate 
with the Liberian National 

Po l i c e  ( L N P ) ,  D e p u t y  
Inspector General Col. Prince 
B. Mulbah told journalists 
here on Thursday, March 2.

Addressing the Ministry of 
Information Culture and 
Tourism (MICAT) regular press 
brief ing, Col.  Mulbah, 
disclosed that Cllr. Scott, and 
her family have agreed to 
corporates with the police in 
establishing the truth behind 

the series of attacks on her 
home, the last of which led to 
the death of one of their 
daughters.

Col. Mulbah, said the 
corporations from the former 
Chief Justice, her family and 
other occupants of the house 

will help fast track the ongoing 
investigation in the case.

The home of Cllr. Scott was 
attacked on the night of 
Wednesday, February 22, 
leaving one of her daughters 
dead and others injured.

The attack came after she 
had reported two previous 
waves of attacks on her home 
in days alarming that her life 
was at risk. The police did 

nothing to prevent the third 
wave of attacks which led to 
her daughter’s death.

The incident has raised 
safety alarm across the country 
amidst public condemnation 
over the police refusal to have 
provided the former Chief 
Justice some police protection.

But the police say it has 
already begun an investigation 
into the incident announcing 
Monrovia City Corporations 
(MCC) Police Deputy Chief for 
Operations Varlee Telleh as a 
person of interest and other 
contractors at the home.

Meanwhile, Col. Mulbah’s 
disclosure about Cllr. Scott and 
her family’s willingness to 
c o r p o r a t e  w i t h  t h e  
investigation came at the time 
a  group of Liberian women, 
under the canopy Justice for 
Liberian Women were staging a 
peaceful assembly on the 
grounds of the Capitol Building.

They had gathered to 
petition members of the 
Liberian Legislature to exercise 
its oversight responsibility to 
push the Executive through the 
Justice Ministry to ensure 
Justice is served in the instant 
case.

In brief remarks, the 
Chairperson of the National 
Civil Society Council of Liberia, 
Loretta Pope Kai, stressed the 
need for relevant authorities to 
take concrete steps to ensure 
that perpetrator(s) face 
Justice, rather than mere 
words.

more headline news       more headline news 

ontserrado County 

MSuper intendent  
Florence F. Brandy 

has revealed that Chinese 
multi-billion-dollar iron ore 
mining company, China Union 
h a s  w r i t t e n  a  l e t t e r  
expressing its willingness to 
restart mining activities in 
L iberia,  despite going 
bankrupt in 2015.

It can be recalled that the 
Chinese company allegedly 
closed due to the Covid 19 
pandemic coupled with 
unfavorable price of a metric 
ton of iron ore on the world 
market at that time.

Making the disclosure 
Thursday, March 2, 2022, at 
MICAT regular press briefing 
on Capitol Hill, Madam 
Brandy pointed out that the 
company had promised to 
give four million US dollars to 
develop three counties in 
L i be r i a :  Mon t se r r ado ,  
Margibi, and Bong. 

However, she pointed out 
that it is still unclear which 
county will take a higher 
share of the money. 

She added that the reason 
why Montserrado's name has 
been mentioned is because of 
the railroad which will be used 
to transport the iron ore from 
Bong. The raid road passes 
through Montserrado. 

She explained that upon the 
availability of the money in 
question, there will be a 
meeting comprising members 
of the 17 districts in the county 

to set up a new county council.
Supt. Brandy added that the 

county council will craft a 
resolution and based on that 
evaluate a project which will 
develop the county.

She concluded by showering 

praises on President Weah for 
improving the markets for local 
women and business owners in 
the county.

B
ong County: At the 
weekend in her District 
during the graduation 

ceremony of her vocational 
students, Bong County District #6 
Representative Moima Briggs 
Mensah publicly declared 
support for Vice President Jewel 
Howard Taylor.

This would be the first time 
that Rep. Mensah has ever 
declared support for the 
country’s first female Vice 
President.

“I can’t take my hands from in 
front of me and place them in 
front of another person, Jewel 
Howard Taylor is one of us; I will 
support her fully”.

These were the exact words 
of Representative Mensah at the 
ceremony that was also attended 
by the Vice President.

According to her, VP Howard-
Taylor is a descendant of the 
county and as such, there is a 

sturdy need for a daughter of the 
county to be supported in 
whatever political brawl she 
engages in; adding that the 
dividends will come thereafter.

The Bong County District #6 
Lawmaker said it would make no 
sense for her and her supporters 
to stand with another person 
rather than Jewel who has lived 
and worked for the county and 
Liberia by extension.

“The people of District #6, 
you asked me to build your town 
hall, I did. You asked me to build 
your market, I did. You asked me 
to provide safe-drinking water, I 
did. I have done all of the things 
you asked me to do. I have 
worked for you.  So, during the 

campaign, I will just sit for you to 
play your part for Jewel Howard 
Taylor and I,” Rep. Briggs said.

Representat i ve  Mensah’s  
decision to support Jewel has 
shocked many people in the county. 
Since her election, she has been 
seen at almost all political rallies 
with Unity Party’s Senator Prince K. 
Moye.

It won’t have been a surprise for 
the lawmaker to declare support 
for Joseph N. Boakai but her 
declaration for Jewel has surprised 
many citizens of the county due to 
her proximity to UP officials.

Meanwhile, less than four days 
after she professed support for the 
CDC vice Standard Bearer, William 
Kollie, the county’s former 
inspector has withdrawn his 
support from her; terming her 
decision as a complete disrespect 
to her supporters.

Kollie told a press conference 
that Representative Mensah should 
have consulted her supporters 

before making such a huge political 
declaration.

He argues that the lawmaker has 
shown a high core level of poor 
leadership by single-handedly 
declaring support for Jewel.

“I want to clearly tell the public 
that I am no longer going to support 
Hon. Mensah because she has 
disrespected us as supporters,” 
Kollie said.

“What was she thinking? Does 
she feel that she alone can make 
Jewel win or is she telling us that 
we are not important anymore?

The former Bong County 
Inspector heavily supported the 
election of Representative Mensah 
in the 2017 elections.
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T
he plenary of the 
Liberian Senate has 
concurred with the 

House of Representatives for 
t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  a  
US$782,943,000 Budget for 

the fiscal year 2023. 
On Thursday, 2 March 

2023, 16 out of 19 Senators 
voted yes for the passage of 
the Budget. The three 
senators that voted against 
the passage of the budget are 
Senators Abraham Darius 

Dillon of Montserrado County, 
Nyonblee Kangar Lawrence of 
Grand Bassa County, and 
Boycharles Sogbie of RiverGee 
County.

According to the report from 
the committee on Ways, 
Means, Finance, and Budget, 

the  p roposed  Enve lope  
submitted to the Legislature 
was USD 777,943,000.00.

It also stated that there was 
an additional revenue from 
budget hearings to the tune of 
USD 16,589,682.00, bringing it 
to a total revenue proposed by 

the House of Representatives of 
USD 794.532.681.83.

The report also reflected a 
shortfall in projected revenue 
collection in the 2022 National 
Budget and forecasted possible 
tax collection challenges in this 
election year of 2023.

The Senate's Ways, Means, 
F i n a n c e ,  a n d  B u d g e t  
Committee has adjusted the 
additional revenue figure 
d o w n w a r d s  f r o m  
$ 1 6 , 5 8 9 , 6 8 2 . 0 0  t o  
$5,000,000.00. 

The revised total revenue 
e n v e l o p e  o f  U S D  
782,943,000.00 was proposed 
for the consideration of the 
Senate Plenary.

Additionally, US$6m for 
salary adjustment for civil 
servants for the minimum wage 
has been secured in the 2023 
Budget. Health, Security, and 
educat ion  sectors  have 
r e c e i v e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
increment due to the ensuing 
Presidential and Legislative 
Elections scheduled to take 
place in October.

The Senate said it will 
monitor the execution of the 
2023 National Budget and the 
implementation of the various 
programs through its oversight 
responsibilities. 

Areas to be evaluated and 
mon i t o r ed  i n c l ude  t he  
domest i c  debt  p ro f i l e ,  

more headline news       more headline news 

he Plenary of the 

TH o u s e  o f  
Representatives has 

fined the Acting Justice 
Minister and Acting Solicitor 
General of Liberia, Cllr. 
Nyenati Tuah L$4,999 cents.

The fine is imposed 
following a contempt charge, 
and it is to be paid in 
government revenue Friday, 
3 March 2023. Cllr. Tuan is 
ordered to provide a receipt 
to be presented to the Chief 
Clerk's office on Monday, 6 
March 2023.

The decision to hold the 
Acting Justice Minister in 
contempt was reached on 
Thursday, 2 March during the 
House’s 14th Day Sitting of 
the 6th Session of the House 
of Representatives.

The decision was based on 
Minister Tuan's refusal to 
appear Tuesday, 28 February 
before the House’s Plenary 
when he was written by the 
Chief Clerk.

The plenary cited the 
Minister to address the issue 
relating to the collection of 
the road fund from the 
petroleum importers and how 
the payment agreement was 
entered into. 

T h e  A c t i n g  M i n i s t e r  
appeared to justify why he 
should not be held in contempt. 
He was asked to come along 
with his lawyer but dropped 
said right.

The House said Minister 

Tuan’s  reasons  fo r  not  
appearing on Tuesday were 
unjustifiable and therefore, 
charged him with contempt. 

He told the august body that 
he could not appear because he 
was invited to the Liberian 
Senate on the same day. 
Howeve r,  he  f a i l e d  t o  
communicate with the House 
on his engagement with the 

Senate. 
Petroleum Importers were 

invited to appear before the 
Plenary along with the National 
Road Fund (NRF), Liberia 
Petroleum and Ref in ing 
Company (LPRC), and the 

Justice Minister. 
Petroleum Importers who 

a r e  i n d e b t e d  t o  t h e  
government appeared in full 
Plenary to give their payment 
plan. 

The Plenary concluded to 
allow the Liberia Revenue 
Authority (LRA) to work along 
with the importers in deriving 
the payment plan. 

T
h e  E C O W A S  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  i n  
collaboration with the 

International Trade Centre (ITC) 
and the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa, organised 
a virtual regional meeting on 16 – 
17 February 2023 on the African 
Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) Protocol on Women and 
Youth, in preparations for the 
negotiations. 

The overall objective of this 
r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g  i s  t o  
consolidate ideas on priority 
areas for ECOWAS with a view 
towards a common approach to 
integrating Women & Youth 
issues for the ECOWAS region in 
the AfCFTA negotiations. 

In his opening remarks on 
behalf of the Minister for Trade 
and Industry of the Republic of 

Guinea Bissau, the Chair of the 
meeting Mr Júlio COLONIA, Chief 
Negotiator and Director of Trade 
Agreements’ Section, thanked 
the ECOWAS Commission for 
organizing the meeting. He 
highlighted that women and 
youth constitute an important 
part of the West African 
population, and as such they 
have a role to play in making the 
AfCFTA a reality. He stressed the 
fact that half of the African 
populat ion is  young and 
therefore the AfCFTA Protocol on 
Women and Youth promises a 

better future for the continent. 
In his speech on behalf of the 

Commissioner for Economic Affairs 
and Agriculture, Honourable 
Madam Massadjé TOURE-LITSE, the 
Acting Director of Trade, Mr 
Kolawole SOFOLA, recalled the 
Decision of the 35th Ordinary 
Session of the African Union 
Assembly, held in February 2022 in 
Addis Ababa, on the inclusion of the 
Protocol on Women and Youth in 
Trade in the scope of the AfCFTA 
Agreement. 

He highlighted that a Protocol on 
Women and Youth will ensure that 
that women and youth reap the 
benefits of the AfCFTA in order to 
realize the promises of the 
Agreement aimed at reducing 
poverty and unemployment. He 
added that the meeting provided a 
unique platform that bring 

together, Trade Experts and 
Negotiators, as well as gender and 
youth Experts and stakeholders to 
consolidate ideas and make 
recommendations for a Women and 
Youth Protocol. 

The meet ing  which was  
attended by Trade Experts, as well 
as Gender and Youth Experts from 
ECOWAS Member States, discussed 
priority areas that the Protocol 
should address to unlock trading 
opportunities for women traders 
and youth entrepreneurs in the 
ECOWAS region, under the AfCFTA.

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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L
’ a n c i e n  v i c e -
président Joseph N. 
Boakai participera 

bel et bien aux prochaines 
élections présidentielles du 
1 0  o c t o b r e  2 0 2 3 ,  
contrairement aux rumeurs 
s e l o n  l e s q u e l l e s  i l  
envisagerait de se retirer de 
la course au profit de M. 

Alexander Cummings.
Le secrétaire général 

national du Parti de l’unité 
(UP), Amos Tweh, au cours 
d’un entretien avec le New 
Dawn le mercredi 1er mars, a 
dit que «M. Joseph Nyumah 
Boakai est candidat aux 
élections présidentielles de 
2023. »

Il a affirmé que l’ancien 
vice-président et l’UP sont 
actuellement en pourparlers 
avec d’autres opposants pour 
tenter de les encourager à 
rejoindre l’UP afin de former 

un front commun face au 
président sortant George M. Weah 
lors du scrutin de 2023.

« Les portes de l’UP sont 
ouvertes et M. Cummings est le 
bienvenu. Toutes les cartes sont 
sur la table ».

Les propos de M. Tweh 
faisaient suite aux affirmations 
du chef de cabinet adjoint de M. 

Cummings, M. Mulbah K. Yorgbor, 
à la radio d’État le mercredi 1er 
mars, selon lesquelles il y a des 
consultations en cours entre M. 
Cummings et M. Boakai, en vue 
d’un éventuel retrait de l’ancien 
vice-président de la course au 
pouvoir au profit de l’ancien 
directeur de Coca-Cola pour 
l’Afrique.

S’exprimant au cours de 
l’émission Flash Point, M. Yorgbor 
a dit que Cummings voudrait 
même que M. Boakai aille au-delà 
de son simple soutien et qu’il 
rejoigne également son équipe de 

campagne.
Yorgbor, qui prétendait 

avoir été par le passé militant 
d u  C o n g r è s  p o u r  l e  
changement démocratique 
(CDC) à sa création en 2005, a 
exprimé sa conviction que 
Cummings sera la meilleure 
opportunité pour le bloc de 
l’opposition de vaincre Weah.

Yougbor a rejeté les 
spéculations selon lesquelles 
c’est plutôt l’équipe de M. 
Cummings qui a approché l’UP 
pour que le premier se 
p ré sente  comme v i ce -
président de Boakai.

“ Je peux dire qu’aucune 
offre n’a été faite à M. 
Cummings pour se présenter 
comme candidat à la vice-
présidence de M. Boakai, pas 
du tout, aucune offre, aucune 
n’a été faite”, a-t-il déclaré.

Il a plus tôt soutenu qu’il y a 
des négociations en cours et 
q u ’ a u  c o u r s  d e  c e s  
pourparlers, M. Cummings a 
demandé à M. Boakai de se 
retirer et de soutenir sa 
candidature à la présidence.

Il a dit que la CPP va bientôt 
faire connaître le colistier de 
Cummings entre mars et avril.

Les Libériens se rendront 
aux urnes en octobre de cette 
année. L’Alternative National 
Congress (ANC), qui s’est fait 
c onn a î t r e  e n  2 01 6 ,  à  
seulement 18 mois des 
élections de 2017, a terminé 
cinquième (5e) avec (7%) des 
voix.

e maire de Monrovia, 

LJefferson T. Koijee, 
et l’agent de police 

de la ville, Varlee Telleh, ont 
conjointement nié avoir tué 
la fille de Gloria Musu Scott, 
Charloe Musu. M. Telleh dit 
que lui et son accusateur 
Sheikh Sackor ont combattu 
ensemble pendant la guerre 
civile libérienne.

“L’homme qui a essayé de 
donner mon profil à Me 
[James] Verdier est mon ami 
depuis 1994. Nous avons fait 
la guerre ensemble : 1994, 
1995 et la guerre du 6 avril. 
C’est lui qui m’a emmené voir 
le maire Koijee », a déclaré 
Telleh mercredi.

Mercredi, le secrétaire 
général du parti au pouvoir, la 
Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique (CDC), M. 
Koijee et M. Telleh, ont 
rencontré les autorités de la 
police nationale libérienne 
(LNP) pour répondre à des 
questions sur les récentes 
attaques brutales contre Me 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

Scott et sa famille.
Dirigé par leur avocat Arthur T. 

Johnson, les deux ont déclaré 
qu’ils n’ont aucun lien avec les 
tentatives d’assassinat contre 
l’ancien juge en chef Me Scott et le 
meurtre brutal de sa fille Charloe 
la semaine dernière.

Dans la nuit du mercredi 22 

février 2023, des criminels ont 
pris d’assaut la résidence de 
Mme Scott's à Brewerville et 
ont horriblement assassiné sa 
fille Charloe.

Sa maison avait déjà été 
attaquée deux fois de suite, 
mais le gouvernement n'a pas 
levé le petit doigt pour 

Des rumeurs selon lesquelles l’opposition a entrepris des 
pourparlers politiques frénétiques en vue de raviver la 
Collaboration des partis politiques (CPP), une coalition 
politique de l’opposition désintégrée, ont saturé l'air tant dans 
le pays qu'à l'étranger, en prélude aux élections d'octobre.

Des discussions auraient été organisées par des parties et des 
individus dont l’intention est de ramener les deux principaux 
dirigeants de l'opposition, M. Alexander B. Cummings du 
Congrès national alternatif et l'ancien vice-président Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai du Parti de l'unité et d’autres opposants 
partageant les mêmes idées autour d’une table pour former un 
front commun contre le président sortant George Manneh 
Weah.

Si ces rumeurs sont avérées, nous ne ferons qu’espérer que 
cette fois-ci, toutes les parties viendront à la table ronde avec 
une intention claire. En fait, il serait dangereux, très 
dangereux, si à huit mois des élections des judas s’infiltraient 
au milieu des gens bien intentionnés sous prétexte de former 
un front commun alors qu'ils ont une arrière-pensée.

Certains individus de l'opposition sont bien responsables de 
l'effondrement de la CPP. Et ils sont toujours là. Encore faut-il 
qu’ils soient surveillés avec des yeux d'aigle pendant que l’on 
entreprend ce dernier effort pour créer un front d'opposition 
uni. Ces gens seront plus que perfides pour faire avancer leurs 
motivations, d’autant plus que la Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique au pouvoir est prête à faire un effort 
supplémentaire pour fragmenter et affaiblir l'opposition avant 
les élections.

Nous nous souvenons de la déclaration de Ganta faite à l’issue 
de la rencontre où des gens comme le sénateur Prince Yormie 
Johnson, l'homme d'affaires Benoni W. Urey, Alexander B. 
Cummings, Joseph Nyumah Boakai et feu Me Charles Walker 
Brumskine, se sont réunis contre M. Weah et son CDC en 2017. 
Mais le mariage s'est effondré avant même le premier tour du 
scrutin.

L'opposition a intérêt à ne pas prendre pour argent comptant le 
désaccord apparent entre le sénateur Prince Yormie Johnson 
et le président George Weah, car l'homme PYJ n'est pas un 
poisson-chat dans l'eau. Il est glissant et difficile à cerner. En 
d'autres termes, il est hautement imprévisible et peu fiable. Il 
a laissé tomber le CDC en 2011 avant de finalement apporter 
son soutien au président Weah en 2017.

Ces discussions qui ont été engagées dans les coulisses en ce 
moment ne sont pas nouvelles. En tout cas les interlocuteurs 
s’y connaissent déjà. Ils y étaient allés et avaient réussi, 
comme en ont témoigné les résultats de l'élection sénatoriale 
spéciale du 8 décembre 2021 qu’a perdues le parti au pouvoir 
dans le comté de Montserrado, son fief d’antan, au profit de 
l'opposition.

Nous sommes encouragés par les derniers efforts visant à 
réunir l'opposition, car il est bon de le faire afin que l'électorat 
puisse avoir une meilleure opportunité de choisir des 
dirigeants qui représenteront leurs intérêts.

Réduire le nombre de candidats à la présidentielle et de partis 
politiques rend la démocratie plus forte et compétitive. Nous 
exhortons les acteurs clés à enterrer leur ego et à placer le 
Libéria au-dessus de tous les autres intérêts dans ces 
discussions.

Si la CPP est véritablement révisée et renforcée avant le début 
de l'opération d’enrôlement des électeurs et de la campagne, 
nous croyons fermement que l'objectif de chasser le président 
Weah du pour aura déjà été atteint.

Éditorial
Les rumeurs d’un front commun 
de l’opposition ravivent l’espoir
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Boakai est candidat à la prochaine
présidentielle, selon son parti

Meurtre au domicile de l’ancienne
Juge en chef: l’enquete se poursuit
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A
u Mali, une lettre du ministre malien de la Réconciliation 
nationale adressée à la médiation algérienne dénonce 
des violations de l'accord de paix de 2015 par les groupes 

armés signataires, et particulièrement par les ex-rebelles 
indépendantistes de la Coordination des mouvements de 
l'Azawad (CMA). Cette lettre, classée « confidentiel » et 
adressée uniquement au chef de la diplomatie algérienne, a 
fuité ce 1er mars 2023.
Le ministère malien de la Réconciliation, joint par RFI, n'a ni 
confirmé, ni démenti l’authenticité d’une lettre adressée à la 
médiation algérienne dénonçant des violations de l'accord de 
paix de 2015 par les groupes armés signataires. Côté algérien, 
pas de réponse.
Plusieurs sources diplomatiques et onusiennes assurent 
cependant la « tenir pour authentique ». Enfin, les dirigeants 
des groupes armés signataires expliquent n'avoir eu aucun 
échange avec la médiation algérienne sur cette lettre, 
pourtant datée du 24 février, mais qu'ils n'ont découverte que 
le 1er mars sur les réseaux sociaux. D'abord très surpris, ils 
affirment ce matin avoir eu confirmation de son authenticité 
par le gouvernement malien de transition lui-même.
Sur le fond, cette lettre ne va pas vraiment dans le sens de 
l'apaisement. Alors que l'Algérie essaie depuis plusieurs mois de 
rétablir le dialogue entre les deux parties et de sauver un 
accord de paix plus menacé que jamais, le ministre malien de 

la Réconciliation nationale, le 
Colonel Ismaël Wagué, en charge 
dudit accord de paix, commence 
par rejeter les accusations des 
groupes armés sur le manque 
d'implication du gouvernement 
dans sa mise en œuvre. Il assure 
que cet accord « demeure le cadre 
de référence pour une paix durable 
au Mali » et que les groupes 
s i g n a t a i r e s  «  o n t  é t é  
systématiquement consultés et 
associés à toutes les étapes 
majeures de la vie de la nation », et 
qu'ils ont même des représentants 
au sein du gouvernement de 
transition et du Conseil national de 
transition (CNT).
Surtout, le ministre malien accuse 
les groupes armés signataires de 
n'avoir « cessé de violer l'accord de 
paix ». Il cite plus particulièrement 
les ex-rebelles indépendantistes 
d e  l a  C o o r d i n a t i o n  d e s  
mouvements de l'Azawad (CMA), 
qu'il accuse notamment d'avoir 
installé des états-majors et des 
postes militaires dans le Nord, 
d'avoir mené des actions « 
entravant » le fonctionnement des 
bataillons de l'armée reconstituée 
– justement créée par l'accord de 
paix et qui rassemble soldats de 
l'armée malienne et combattants 
des groupes armés signataires. Le 
Colonel  Wagué les  accuse 
également de prendre en charge la 
sécurisation de Kidal, leur fief, en 
dépit de la présence de ce 
bataillon de l'armée reconstituée.

u Nigeria, Bola Tinubu le 

Acandidat de la majorité 
sortante a remporté l'élection 

présidentielle, alors que les 
Nigérians montraient des signaux 
laissant entendre qu'ils étaient prêts 
à faire confiance à un homme neuf. À 
bientôt 70 ans, Bola Tinubu est un 
vieux routier de la classe politique 
nigériane. Comment cette victoire a-
t-elle été possible ?
Durant sa campagne électorale, Bola 
Tinubu s'est d'abord positionné 
comme un candidat de rupture, 
refusant d'endosser le bilan de 
Muhammadu Buhari. Pourtant 
membre actif de la majorité 
sortante, l'ex-gouverneur de Lagos a 
critiqué - lors de certains meetings - 
le gouvernement fédéral au moment 
de la crise du naira ou à cause de 
l'insécurité. Bola Tinubu et sa garde 
rapprochée de gouverneurs APC n'ont 
négligé aucun territoire du Nigeria, 
en menant une campagne agressive, 
y compris dans des États peu 
gagnables.
Un candidat multimillionnaire
Au final, Bola Tinubu a pu engranger 
les voix nécessaires pour l'emporter. 
Multimillionnaire, il a aussi investi 
beaucoup de sa fortune personnelle 

dans TVC News. Malgré les alertes et amendes de l'autorité 
de régulation de la télédiffusion nigériane, cette chaîne 
privée a fait ouvertement campagne pour lui. Enfin l'ex-
sénateur a profité de la désunion du PDP. Peter Obi et Rabiu 
Kwankwoso ont claqué la porte de ce parti. Aucun des deux 
n'a voulu être le colistier de l'autre.
Et Atiku Abubakar a été trahi par cinq gouverneurs du PDP. 
Mais c'est surtout celui de l'État de Rivers a causé le plus de 
tort à son camp : Nyesom Wike, pilier du PDP, a pourtant mis 
tout son poids pour l'élection du candidat de l'APC  Bola 
Tinubu.
Le silence de l'opposition
Au Nigeria, le président élu, Bola Ahmed Tinubu a tendu la 
main à ses rivaux et à la jeunesse, lors de sa première 
déclaration officielle. Au lendemain de cette élection très 
contestée, l'opposition a préféré pour l'instant garder le 
silence, écrit notre correspondante à Lagos, Liza Fabbian.
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Meurtre au domicile 
empêcher la troisième 
attaque.

S e l o n  e l l e ,  l e  
gouvernement, le procureur 
général et le ministre de la 
justice de la République du 
Libéria avaient été dûment 
informés et après les 
première et deuxième 
attaques, mais rien n’a été 
fait.

Elle a également rejeté le 
récit de la police selon lequel 
l’un des travailleurs qu’elle a 
embauchés pour faire des 
travaux dans sa maison 
pourrait avoir perpétré 
l'attaque.

« Indiquons clairement 
que lorsque les deux attaques 
précédentes ont eu lieu, il n'y 
avait pas de travailleurs et, 
f a i t  i n t é r e s s a n t ,  l e s  
assaillants n'ont pris aucun 
objet de valeur », a déclaré 

Me Scott.
Le jeudi 23 février 2023, 

moins de 24 heures après 
l ' a g r e s s i on ,  l a  Po l i c e  
nationale libérienne (LNP) a 
publié une déclaration 
indiquant que l'assassin serait 
peut-être un travailleur.

À la suite de la tragédie, 
l’ancien patron de Vérité et 
réconciliation du Libéria, Me 
Jérôme Verdier a accusé la 
semaine dernière M. Varlee 
Telleh d’avoir prétendument 
agressé l’ancien juge en chef. 
Verdier a allégué que le maire 
de Monrovia, M. Koijee, avait 
ordonné l’attaque.

Mais Koijee a réfuté cette 
accusat ion  lo r s  d ’une  
conférence de presse le 
vendredi 24 février, affirmant 
qu ’ i l  n ’ a  j ama i s  t ué  
quelqu’un dans le pays.

Telleh et Koijee ont insisté 
sur le fait qu’ils n’étaient pas 
impliqués dans les attaques 
contre Me Scott et le meurtre 
de sa fille.

D’une voix nerveuse, 
Telleh, un habitant de 
Brewerville, a déclaré aux 
j o u r n a l i s t e s  q u ’ i l  n e  
connaissait ni l’ancienne juge 
en chef Scott en personne ni 

sa résidence à Brewerville.
Il a également nié avoir envoyé 

un message menaçant à un 
journaliste identifié comme 
Aryouba Dukuly, et a également 
rejeté un compte qui a été utilisé 
pour émettre la menace.

Telleh a seulement admis 
connaître M. Sheikh Sackor, 
l’identifiant comme un prétendu 
homme d’affaires travaillant en 
Guinée.

Et le maire de Monrovia, 
Jefferson Koijee, a dit aux 
journalistes au siège de la LNP 
qu’il n’a aucun lien avec les 
récentes attaques. Il a qualifié les 
allégations de propagande 
complète contre sa personnalité.

Parlant au nom de Koijee et 
Telleh, Me Arthur T. Johnson a dit 
aux journalistes que le maire 
Koijee croit au professionnalisme 
de la police nationale libérienne 

pour enquêter sur l’affaire.
Il a indiqué que le maire n’est 

pas au-dessus de la loi, il s’est 
donc rendu à  la police pour 
donner sa version des faits. “Le 
maire n’a aucun lien avec la 
tentative d’assassinat de l’ancien 
juge en chef”, a déclaré Me 
Johnson.

M. Johnson a par ailleurs 
exprimé sa compassion à l’endroit 
de l’ancien juge en chef et a 
condamné l’acte, le qualifiant de 
barbare. Il a appelé tous ceux qui 
ont des informations en rapport 
avec l’enquête à aider la police 
car il s’agit d’une question 
d’intérêt national.

Dans l’état actuel des choses, 
Me Johnson a déclaré que la police 
n’a fourni aucune preuve reliant le 
maire Koijee aux allégations. Il a 
déclaré que l’apparition de Koijee 
au siège de la LNP visait à se 
disculper de la propagande contre 
lui.

« Lorsqu’un crime est commis, 
il est commis contre l’État. À ce 
titre, toute personne d’intérêt 
doit se rendre disponible pour 
aider à l’enquête”, a-t-il dit.

De plus, Me Johnson a exhorté 
l’ancienne juge en chef à coopérer 
avec la police pour aider à 
l’enquête.

Le Mali dénonce des violations de l'accord de paix
par la Coordination des mouvements de l'Azawad

Nigeria: les raisons de la victoire
de Bola Tinubu malgré la crise
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M
embers of the 
Staffs Association 
of the William V.S. 

Tubman University in Harper 
City, Maryland County, 
southeast Liberia have staged 
an indefinite go-slow over 
a l leged administrat ive  
management and other 
excesses.

The have called for the 

r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  
University’s acting President, 
Dr. Emmanuel Leon Sieh 
Wreh. Tubman University is 
the second public university 
in Liberia next to the 
University of Liberia.

A d d r e s s i n g  a  p r e s s  
conference at the University 
campus on Wednesday, March 
1, 2023, The President of the 
TU  S ta f f s  A s soc ia t i on  
Theodore Fubulleh said, the 
university staffs go-slow 
action comes following 
several  communication 
addressed to the university 
administration concerning 
bad labour practice, low 
s a l a r i e s ,  l a c k  o f  
transportation and gross 
disrespect to staffs among 
others.

Mr. Fubulleh recounted 
that since February 28, 2023, 
they have been engaging the 
administration on campus to 
provide redress to issues 
affecting staff members.

He notes that it’s saddening 
that the administration chose 
to go the path of ignoring their 
concerns despite staffs giving 
them warnings of an imminent 
go-slow.

According to him, their 
organization was established to 
buttress the efforts of TU 
administration in steering the 
affairs of the institution and as 
well to ensure that all teaching 
staffs work under a free 

atmosphere with equal rights 
in discharging of their duties.

"This body was set up to 
steer the affairs of TU which 
has been suffocated over the 
years with administrative 
discriminations; to right the 
wrongs of the past and create 
policies of ensuring that 
workers work in a free 
environment with equity." He 
said.

T h e  T U S A Pr e s i d e n t  
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e i r  
demonstration is not the first 
of its kind, but it's intended to 
r e m i n d  u n i v e r s i t y  
administration of the various 
counts enlisted in their recent 
protests.

Mr. Fubulleh narrated that 
d u r i n g  t h e i r  r e c e n t  
demonstration on the campus, 
the university administration 
were asked to  prov ide 
explanations on expenditures 
made on monies paid by 
students for the purchase of a 
school bus, increment of 

workers’ salaries, and the 
provision of safe drinking water 
on the campuses of TU amongst 
other.

But al leged that the 
university administration 
informed them that the monies 
raised from the students to 
purchase a school bus was used 
to purchase a vehicle for the 
University's acting President Dr. 
Emmanuel Leon Sieh Wreh, 
d e s c r i b i n g  i t  a s  

"Misappropriation of public 
funds.

The aggrieved staff’s  
president also pointed out that 
the recent increment made at 
TU benefited members of the 
administration only. He alleged  
that the university staffs were 
left out.

The aggrieved University 
staffs president disclosed that 
on several occasions, they have 
written the administration, but 
the administration has always 
referred them to the national 
government.

H e  a c c u s e d  t h e  
administration of lacking the 
gusts to properly respond to 
their requests, stressing that 
it's a total gross disrespect to 
the teaching staffs of the 
university.

Meanwhile, the aggrieved 
staffs have called for the 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  t h e  
University’s cabinet including 
the removal of the acting 
President Mr. Wreh.

more headline news       more headline news 

S
cores of protesting Liberian 
women gathered at the 
Legislature Thursday, 2 

March 2023, and petitioned 
lawmakers to ensure that justice is 
served after armed criminals 
murdered Charloe Musu last week.

The women dressed in black, 
held posters bearing the image of 
Charloe, daughter of Liberia's 
former Chief Justice Cllr. Gloria 
Musu Scott, and images of other 
victims of previous mysterious 
deaths here.

Former President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf in a tweet congratulated the 
women and said she would have 
joined them had she been in the 
country.

“Bravo to the organizers of the 
march against injustice and 
violence and to all Liberian women 
and men who took part. I would 
have been with you if I were home,” 
Mrs. Sirleaf said in her tweet.

Charloe was brutally murdered 
on Wednesday, 22 February 2023 
when armed men invaded former 
Chief Justice Scott's Brewerville 
residence.

Cllr. Scott said the attackers also 
wounded two other victims in the 
attack, but she managed to flee for 
her life after she used pepper spray 
on the assailant.

She said she reported two 
previous armed robbery attacks to 
the police and the Minister of 
Justice, but the authorities did not 
act to prevent the third attack that 
led to Charloe's murder.

The killing has provoked 

widespread public condemnation 
of the government and the state 
security apparatus for not taking 
measures immediately to deter the 
worse case.

Monrovia Mayor and ruling 
Coalition for Democratic Change 
(CDC) Secretary General Jefferson 
T. Koijee, and Monrovia City Police 
Officer Varlee Telleh have appeared 
before investigators over the 
attacks against Cllr. Scott.

Former Liberia Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 
boss Cllr. Jerome Verdier accused 
Koijee of allegedly ordering Telleh 
to carry out the attack.

Led by their legal counsel Cllr. 
Arthur Johnson at the Liberia 
National Police headquarters, 
Koijee and Telleh denied having any 
links to the brutal incidents against 

Cllr. Scott.
In their march to the Capitol 

for justice following Charloe's 
death, the protesters drew in all 
other mysterious killings within 
the country.

The peaceful sit-in at the 
Legislature Thursday brought 
together women from diverse 
backgrounds including Cllr. 
Mandina Wesseh, Cllr. Moriah 
Kerkula, Atty. Facia Harris, the 
president of the Association of 
Female Lawyers of Liberia 
(AFELL), among others.

Reading the protesters '  
petition to the Legislature, AFELL 
president Atty. Philomena T. 
Williams said the Legislature 
should help put an end to 
violence and killings in the 
country. 

She said the African Chapter 
on Human Rights gives everyone 
the right to protection. Atty. 
Williams wondered why former 
Chief Justice Scott was not given 
protection based on the provision 
cited when she raised alarm on 
two occasions of being attacked 
before her daughter's death.

“We the women of Liberia and 
Human Rights Activists across the 
country, the rural women, all 
other women groups, have come 
to the Legislature saying that all 
forms of violence against humans 
shall end now," said Atty. 
Williams. 

"Do you go to your county to 
know what is going on there?” she 
asked. The AFELL president 

explained that the women 
gathered to demand justice from 
the Representatives and Senators 
on Capitol Hill. 

She also suggested that when 
the president appoints someone 
who is not in the interest of the 
citizens, the Senate has the 
power to reject the person.

Atty. Williams petitioned that 
Legislature use its power to 
ensure the protection of the 
country.

Receiving the petition on 
behalf of the Liberian Senate, 
Grand Bassa County Senator 
Nyonblee Kangar Lawrence said 
the Senate has already started 
acting.

She told the protesters that 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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Tubman University staffs stage go-slow
Patrick N. Mensah,
Maryland County

Senate approvesStarts on page 7

portfolio, and settlement, 
programs in key sectors such 
as revenue generation and 
expenditure, and health, 
education, and agriculture.

Meanwhile, the Senate 
made adjustments to the 
fiscal measures and proposed 
that all monies invoiced by 
the Ministry of Labor, the 
Ministry of Health, and the 
Public Health Institute shall 
be paid into the Consolidated 
Account.

The revenue sharing ratio 

between the Government of 
Liberia and the Maritime 
Authority and between the 
Government of Liberia and the 
Liberia Telecommunications 
Authority shall be reviewed by 
the Senate.

Through its oversight 
responsibilities, the Senate 
shall ensure that public 
corporat ions  and  s tate  
enterprises make just and fair 
contributions to the 2023 
National Budget.

To ensure that major 

highways leading to county 
capitals remain pliable, 
especially during the rainy 
season, a minimum of US$5.0 
million shall be set aside under 
the National Road Fund for 
three major road corridors: 
Kanweaken, River Gee County, 
to Tappita, Nimba County; 
Buchanan, Grand Bassa County, 
to Barclayville, Grand Kru 
County; and Gbarnga, Bong 
County, through Zorzor, Lofa 
County.

Liberian women demand justice
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C
o n c e r n s  a r e  
mounting here over 
t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  

former Chief Justice Gloria 
Musu Scott to submit to 
police inquiries following the 
horror at her home that left 
one of her daughters dead 
and others injured.

The home of Cllr. Scott 
was said to have been 
attacked on the night of 
Wednesday, February 22, 
leaving one of her daughters 
dead and others injured.

The attack came after she 
had reported two previous 
waves of attacks on her home 
in days alarming that her life 
was at risk. The police did 
nothing to prevent the third 
wave of attacks which led to 
her daughter’s death.

Attempts by investigators 
to speak with the former 
chief justice have proven 
futile as she remains tight-
lipped towards the police.

The police on Thursday 
March 2, announced that it 
h a d  i n v i t e d  s e v e r a l  
individuals including the 
f o rme r  Ch i e f  J u s t i c e  
occupants of the house at the 
time of the horrific incident 
to appear for questioning.

Those the police claimed 
to have invited include Cllr. 
Scott, Gertrude Newton, 
Rebecca Youdeh Wisner and 
Alice Johnson to appear at 
the headquarters of the 
Liberia National Police in 
connection to the alleged 
armed robbery incident.

The police said it would be 
left with no option to take 
appropriate legal action 
through the court if these 
individuals failed to honor 
the invitation slated for 
today March 3.

The incident has left 
several talking points with 
legal minds debating the 
former Chief Justice’s refusal 
t o  d i r e c t l y  s peak  t o  
investigators.

Some say the refusal of 
Cllr. Scott, a former Chief 
Justice undermines the 
entire case as she should be 

aware of the workings of cases 
o f  s u c h  n a t u r e - t h a t  
establishing the facts and 
tracking perpetrators would 
require her own testimony.

This paper has gathered 
that due to the high profile 
nature of the case, the police 
i n t e n t  t o  w i d e n  t h e  

investigation to include 
neighbors and anyone who may 
have had any relationship with 
the family to establish the 
truth behind the incident and 
bring the perpetrators to 
justice.

There are some who believe 
that wo ever may have carried 
out  the act  had some 
connection from within.

As at present, electricians 
who worked at the building the 
day of the incidents are being 
question along with private 
security guards that were on 
duty the night of the incident.

Monrov ia  C i t y  Mayor  
Jefferson Koijee and Deputy 
City Police chief for operation 
Varlee Telleh were questioned 
on Wednesday in connection 
with the murder-attack 
incident.

On Thursday, group of 
Liberian women protested on 
the grounds of the Capitol 

Building calling for justice to 
be served in the case.

Their peaceful assembly 
was backed by the ruling 

Coalition for Democratic 
C h a n g e  ( C D C )  w h i c h  
denounced the killing of 
Charloe.

“Violence against any 
Liberian citizen, regardless of 
t h e  m o t i v a t i o n ,  i s  
unacceptable. This is so 
especially violence against the 

girl-child,” Mr. Mulbah Morlu, 
Chairman of the CDC said in a 
statement Thursday. 

“We cannot sit idly bye and 
allow murderers of women and 
children, or any human being, 
to go unpunished,” he said, 
adding that “People who 
commit mayhem against 
innocent people must be 
speedily arrested, prosecuted 
within the confines of the due 
process of the law, and when 
convicted, sent to jail where 
they belong.”

He said the CDC has 
extended its condolences to 
the deceased’s mother and 
siblings outside Monrovia and 
planned to reach out to the 
deceased family  as  an 
institution in the coming day.

The party thanked the 
women group saying the 
“Women’s action was in the 
right direction; that’s why we 
told our women join.”

The CDC has amount other 
elevated to case by calling for 
an autopsy to be conducted on 
the body as the party declared 
7 days mourning.
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Why Cllr. Scott not talking to the Police?
the Senate has already summoned 
the Police Inspector General and 
the Justice Minister to comment on 
the recent incident at Cllr. Scott’s 
residence.

She also said the Senate has 
summoned all authorities of the 
joint security to appear before full 
plenary next Tuesday. The Grand 
Bass Senator and political leader of 
the opposition Liberty Party 
detailed that the Senate is not 

Liberian women demandStarts on page 10

sleeping on this case and other 
cases.

Senator Karnga-Lawrence 
added that the Senate is poised 
to cast a vote of no confidence in 
the Police Inspector General and 
the Minister of Justice. 

“We will play our part, but we 
are limited as well. The President 
has the power to act,” said 
Senator Karnga-Lawrence.

Cummings pleasStarts on page 12

revenues badly needed to provide 
basic essential social services for 
rural inhabitants. 

He said a CPP administration will 
p r i o r i t i z e  f i x i n g  m a j o r  
infrastructures, including roads, 
provision of reliable electricity, 
better health care, better 
educational system, and most 
importantly, resuscitation of the 
ailing economy for massive job 
creation.

C u m m i n g s  s a i d  a  C P P  
Government will embrace all 
Liberians irrespective of political, 

tribal or religious affiliations and 
gender, while ensuring equal 
rights and access to economic 
opportunities.

He described rumours being 
amplified by pro-government 
and opposition supporters, as 
false, mere propaganda, and 
attempts to smear his marital 
status and demonize him.

Cummings has been married 
for over 40 years to Teresa 
Cummings and has two children 
and several grandchildren.

By Naneka Hoffman 

The Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the National Road Fund is 
c a l l i n g  o n  h i g h  s c h o o l  
administrations in Liberia to help 
propagate the game of handball.

Mr. Boniface D. Satu appealed 
recently when he served as a guest 
speaker at a program in Monrovia.

He explained that the Liberia 
National Handball Association 
(LNHA) league was established in 
2004. He said it is an alternative to 
Liberia's traditional sports football, 
basketball, and kickball.

“First I want to extend my 
appreciation to the Handball 
Association for honoring me to 
speak to the young people of 
Liberia about the importance of the 
game of handball," he said.

Mr. Satu further called on 
athletes to focus on the rules 

governing the game of handball if 
they wish to gain more skills and 
p r o g r e s s  i n  l o c a l  a n d  
international competitions.

He explained that sports are 
one thing that breaks all barriers.

He thanked the leadership of 
the Liberia National Teachers 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( L N TA )  f o r  
introducing the game to young 
peopleHe hoped that the 
association will keep in contact 
with school administrations for 
the growth of the game.

The LNHA president described 
the turnout of high schools at the 
program as a big boost for 
handball development.

For his part, J. Aratus Larkpor 
explained that they have listened 
to the call by the LNHA president 
to introduce handball in high 
schools.

Call to propagate handball in high schools
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T
he Standard Bearer 
of the Collaborating 
Polit ical Parties 

( C P P ) ,  M r.  A l e x a n d e r  
Cummings, has pleaded with 
citizens of Nimba County to 
help him replace President 

George Weah comes October 
10.

Cummings said Nimba 
County is critical and 
strategic to achieving his 
u l t imate  object i ve  o f  
becoming the next President 
of Liberia.

The CPP Standard Bearer, 
who hails from Maryland 
County, also traced his origin 
in Nimba, a County, he said he 
cherishes for its industrial 
capacity and significant 

contributions to national 
development. 

Cummings made the 
statement when he met a 
cross-section of citizens 
from Zoegeh of District #7, 
a n d  a  b l e n d  o f  

disenchanted opposition 
partisans in Tappita, 
Nimba County.

C u m m i n g s ,  
accompanied by a high 
power CPP delegation, is 
on a tour of several towns 
and cities rallying more 
support and urging citizens 
to register and vote to 
make Mr. Weah one term 
President. 

The National Elections 
C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  V o t e r s  
Registrations will kick off March 
20.

Since the arrival of the CPP 
Standard Bearer and delegation, 
they have visited Sokopa, Gbahn, 
Ganta, Saclepea, Zoulay, Tappiata 
and Gbi Camp One Township, 
holding townhall meetings, and 
having consultations with citizens 
and key political actors in Nimba 
County.

These meetings afforded 
citizens the opportunity to fully 
engage the CPP Standard Bearer 
and delegation on policy and 
national issues, marital status and 
to really get to know who 
Cummings is and his vision to make 
a difference as President of 
Liberia. 

He told citizens of Nimba that 
the ultimate objective of being 
President is to change the direction 
of Liberia, make it a better and 
prosperous nation for all Liberians.

Cummings made reference to 
Nimba, a county with enormous 
wealth and resources, being 
deprived of its legitimate U$7 
million as demanded by County 
officials from the Central 
government.

The CPP Standard Bearer 
as sured  that  a  Cummings  
administration will commit to 
transparent and fair revenue 
sharing, ensuring that counties are 

not deprived of legitimate 
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