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A
mnesty International 
has called on the 
a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  

Ethiopia to immediately lift 
restrictions on several social 
media networks that began a 
month ago.

The blocked sites include 
Facebook, Messenger, TikTok, 
Telegram and YouTube. It is 
not a complete internet 
shutdown.

No official reason has been 

given for blocking them, though 
it happened following a split in 
the popular Orthodox Church, 
which raised tensions in the 
deeply religious country.

At the time each side had 
planned rival rallies as a show of 

s t r e n g t h  –  b u t  t h e  
demonstrations were banned 
and the stand-off appears to 
have eased since then.

Soc i a l  med ia  con ten t  
creators in Ethiopia have 

complained that traffic is 
down, though some people 
have been using virtual 
pr ivate  network  (VPN)  
software to access the sites.

Demand for VPNs in 
Ethiopia over the last month 
peaked at one point by 
3,651%, according to London-
based VPN research firm 
TOP10VPN.

F l a v i a  M w a n g o v y a ,  
Amnesty’s deputy regional 
director for east and southern 
Af r i ca ,  has  u rged  the  
authorities “to lift this 
blockade without delay and to 
end this culture of interfering 
with people's right to express 
themselves and to seek and 
receive information”.

Internet shutdowns have 
been a common tactic used by 
the government.

Some areas of the northern 
region of Tigray, where a 
brutal two-year conflict came 
to an end in November, remain 
without access  to the 
i n t e r n e t . G o v e r n m e n t  
supporters say internet 
shutdowns are intended to 
curb the spread of false and 
inflammatory messages, and 
to ease tensions.BBC

Kenya this  week 
r o l l e d  o u t  a  
campaign using the 

world's first vaccine against 
malaria to inoculate more 
than 400,000 children against 
the mosquito-borne disease. 
Health officials say malaria 
kills more than 12,000 
Kenyans each year and more 
than half a million people in 
sub-Saharan Africa, most of 
them children.The mass 
vaccination campaign comes 
as a new invasive species of 
mosquito has been found in 
Kenya that scientists fear 
could reverse gains against 
the disease.Diana Kavwai, a 
mother of two, recounted the 
day in 2019 when her one-
year-old son became sick. 
Kavwai said she tried home 
remedies to ease his fever, 
but he succumbed to malaria.

"His body was very hot and 

he was shaking," she said. 
"When we went to the 
ho sp i t a l ,  e xamina t i on  
showed that he had malaria, 
but it was too late.''Kavwai 
said she believes that the 
recent vaccination campaign 
for children under the age of 
two will help to protect them 
from the mosquito-borne 
disease, especially during 
rainy seasons.

Kenya's government aims 
to vaccinate at least 300,000 
children annually against 
malaria in a new initiative, 
particularly in the eight 
m a l a r i a - p r o n e  
regions.Pharmacist Lucy 
M e c c a ,  w h o  h e a d s  
immunization programs, said 
the vaccine, which was 
piloted in Kenya, Malawi and 
Ghana in 2019, has proven 
effective.

"The  p reva lence  o f  
malaria is going down 
nationally to about six 

percent; even in these lake-
endemic zones, we can see that it 
has gone down from 27 percent to 
19  percent  and  that  the  
interventions that have been put in 
place for malaria are actually 
working," said Mecca.Despite the 
progress, however, authorities say 
a new mosquito vector, Anopheles 
Stephensi that Kenyan scientists 
recently detected in the country, is 
threatening gains made in the fight 
against malaria.

The carrier, which was known to 
be in southeastern Asia, the Middle 
East and Arabian Peninsula, has the 
ability to thrive in urban areas and 
c a n  b r e e d  i n  m a n - m a d e  
containers. Kenya is closely 
monitoring its extent, as Mecca 
explains.

''The malaria program is looking 
into that; they are concerned 
about it so that they are able to see 
if there are any interventions that 
need to be done above the current 

interventions. But as per the 
advice, we continue with the 
current interventions that have 
been put in place for all the areas 
that are zoned out in the country," 
said Mecca.

In a 2022 report, the World 
Health Organization warned of a 
surge in mosquito-borne diseases 
due to global warming, which is 
increasing vector survival and 
biting rates. The WHO technical 
officer for malaria vaccines in 
Kenya, Adam Haji, told VOA that 
finding new ways to combat the 
disease is key.''There is a need and 
there is a requirement for the 
world to have new tools in order to 
put us back on track and the 
malaria vaccine is one of these new 
t o o l s , "  s a i d  H a j i . M a l a r i a  
interventions in Kenya have 
included distribution of mosquito 
nets, spraying, and minimizing 
potential breeding grounds. Health 
authorities say they hope that 
vaccination initiatives will help to 
eradicate the disease. VOA

 bill has been tabled 

Ai n  U g a n d a ' s  
pa r l i ament  tha t  

would criminalise anyone 
identifying as LGBTQ+. If 
passed, they would face jail 
terms of up to 10 years, as 
would those engaging in same-
sex relations.

The law would ban the 
funding or promotion of 
LGBTQ+ activities and jail 
landlords who rented premises 
to members of the LGBTQ+ 
community.The bill will be 
scrutinised by a parliamentary 
committee before it is tabled 
before the house again for 
debate.

There has been rising anti-
gay sentiment in Uganda and 
neighbouring countries in 
recent weeks.

Activists are concerned 
that this could lead to mob 
attacks on anyone suspected 
to be gay.In 2014, the 
country’s constitutional court 
n u l l i f i e d  t h e  a n t i -
homosexuality act, which had 
toughened laws against the 
LGBTQ+ community.

It included making it illegal 

to promote and fund LGBTQ+ 
groups and activities, as well as 
reiterating that same-sex 
relations should be punished by 
life imprisonment.

The court ruled that the 
legislation be revoked on the 
basis that it had been passed by 
parliament without the required 
quorum.

The punishment of life 
imprisonment for same-sex 
relations already exists in the 
country’s penal code. It is not 

clear if the proposed new 
legislation of 10 years would 
override this.

Same-sex relations are 
banned in about 30 African 
countries.

The campaign group, 
Human Rights Watch, said it 
believed that if the proposed 
law is passed, Uganda would 
be the only African country to 
criminalise those who simply 
identify as LGBTQ+.BBC

Kenya Rolls Out Vaccination 
Campaign Against Malaria

 A health worker vaccinates a child against  A health worker vaccinates a child against 
malaria in Homabay County, western Kenyamalaria in Homabay County, western Kenya
 A health worker vaccinates a child against 
malaria in Homabay County, western Kenya
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Anti-gay bill could see 
Uganda landlords jailed

Even identifying as gay could be illegal in Uganda

Ethiopia urged to end month
-long social media block

Orthodox Christians constitute 43% of Ethiopia's population
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On the morning of February 23, Liberians both home and abroad 
woke up to the horrific news of an attack on the home of former 
Chief Justice Cllr. Gloria Musu Scott. Unknown men had attacked 
her home on the night of February 22, killing one of her daughters, 
Charloe Musu, a prospective graduate of the Starz Institute in 
Monrovia. The attack also left other family members injured, to 
what degrees are yet to be made public.

The attack came after Cllr. Scott had reported two previous waves 
of attacks on her home on February 8th and 9th respectively. 
Neighbors claimed to have heard screaming and called for police 
intervention, but to no avail.

On the day of the reported incident, former Truth, and 
Reconciliation Commission Chairman Cllr. Jerome Verdier accused 
Monrovia City Mayor Jefferson Koijee and his Monrovia City Police 
Deputy for Operations Varlee Telleh as key suspects, though he 
had provided no documentary evidence as of yet.

However, both Koijee and Telleh have denied any link to the 
incident at the former Chief Justice’s home during police 
questioning last week. There are others who have also been called 
for questioning they include private security guards and workers 
who had worked in the compound during the day on the same date 
of the attack.

Cllr. Scott and her household have also been questioned, followed 
by a visit to the crime scene on Monday by both investigators and 
the family of Cllr. Scott.

Meanwhile, there have been series of peaceful protests from the 
coalition of women civil society groups demanding justice for the 
deceased and speedy trials of culprits who are yet to be identified 
or charged.

On the other hand, the ruling Coalition for Democratic Change 
(CDC) whose National Secretary General in the person of Mr.  
Koijee is being linked to the armed robbery and murder attack has 
been staging peaceful demonstrations as well, parading with 
placards and images of the late Charloe Musu, while demanding 
justice.

The Justice that we demand is the process or result of using laws to 
fairly judge and punish crimes and criminals. Justice does not rely 
on the court of public opinion to deliver its verdicts or political 
chicaneries.

What we are witnessing so far, is the trial of the incident in courts 
of public opinion based on conspiracy theories before suspects can 
even be identified and charged, that’s not legal procedures, that’s 
gossip. And these rumors and conspiracy theories or hearsays only 
undermine the very justice that we seek.

The justice we demand is a process that follows the rule of law. 
When we began to use conspiracy theories based on hearsay, it’s 
called prejudice and it endangers the merits and demerits of the 
investigative outcomes.

The incident of Angel Tokpa, whose guardians were found guilty in 
a court of public opinion witnessed by countless protests even 
before the matter could be adjudicated is an example of how the 
court of public opinion has never won a case.
As we seek justice for the death of Charloe and others that have 
gone ahead of her, we can only hope for a fair and thorough 
investigation based on honesty and professionalism without fear 
or favor.

Justice is not ignoring the facts and relying on what we think or 
feel, it establishes the truth, rewards the victim, and punishes the 
offender. And that is what we seek.

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

AMBRIDGE – For three decades, 

Cbusinesses and governments around 
the world operated under the 

assumption that economic and financial 
globalization will continue apace. As the 
international order has come under strain 
in recent years, however, the concept of 
deglobalization – the delinking of trade and 
investment – has increasingly gained 
traction with households, companies, and 
governments. But the available data 
suggest that globalization is not ending so 
much as it is changing. 

Not too long ago, it seemed that there 
were no limits to global economic and 
financial integration. For decades, 
globalization’s benefits appeared to be 
obv i ou s  and  una s s a i l a b l e .  The  
interconnectedness of production, 
consumption, and investment flows 
provided consumers with a wider range of 
choices at attractive prices, enabled 
companies to expand their markets, and 
improved the efficiency of their supply 
chains. Global capital markets expanded 
access to credit and lowered its cost for 
private and public borrowers alike. The 
world’s governments engaged in what 
seemed to be a series of win-win 
partnerships. And technology – including, 
most recently, the accelerating shift 
toward remote work – made national 
borders seem largely irrelevant. 

But while globalization made markets work 
better, policymakers lost sight of its 
adverse distributional consequences. Many 
communities and countries were left 
behind, contributing to a widespread sense 
of marginalization and alienation. 

The result was a backlash against 
globalization, whose most visible political 
manifestations were the United Kingdom’s 
vote to leave the European Union and 
Donald Trump’s election to the US 
presidency in 2016. Soon, the United States 
had entered a tariff war with China, 
deepening the divide between the two 
economic powers. Western consumers, 
meanwhile, have increasingly pushed back 
against human-rights violators and 
countries that harm the environment. And 
the invasion of Ukraine has led to 
unprecedented sanctions on Russia (a G20 
country) and the weaponization of the 
international payments system. 

It follows, then, that many would conclude 
that globalization has ended. But, rather 
than a sharp reversal of the past 30 years, 
it seems far more likely that we are 
enter ing  an  era  of  f ragmented 
g l o b a l i z a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  
substitution, not negation.
 
The sanctions regime imposed on Russia is 
a case in point. Over the past year, the EU-
US-led restrictions have not materially 
reduced Russia’s oil exports but redirected 
them elsewhere, primarily to China and 
India. Similarly, rather than bringing 
Russia’s economy to its knees as many had 
predicted, the comprehensive sanctions 
shrunk its GDP byjust 2%, as Russian 

technocrats found ways to reorient and 
rewire both domestic and external 
activities. Even more worryingly, Russia and 
some of its allies have also made progress in 
creating somewhat of a parallel cross-
border payments and settlement system, 
albeit a rudimentary and inefficient one. 

This trend will likely continue over the next 
few years, as companies increasingly 
diversify their supply chains away from 
China and as Western governments resort to 
near-shoring and friend-shoring to maintain 
the production of critical inputs and 
sensitive exports. 

In short, the combination of geopolitical 
shocks, corporate strategies, and changing 
societal values will affect trade and 
investment patterns along four main axes. 
As companies opt for resilience over 
efficiency, they will increasingly shift their 
approach to supply chains from “just in 
time” to “just in case.” This will come at a 
time when security concerns gain greater 
weight in commercial considerations, and 
companies will move away from risk-sharing 
and general partnerships to more narrowly-
designed arrangements. Meanwhile, 
consumers will increasingly look for an 
emphasis on purpose in their commercial 
interactions. 

While this process will produce winners and 
losers, their identity will depend to a 
significant extent on how policymakers 
adapt to the global economy’s new 
operating model. Mexico, for example, 
stands to gain from US friend-shoring, as 
well as the corporate sector’s shift to more 
diversified supply chains. Yet, as the 
Mexican government itself has recognized, 
notional demand will not be translated into 
effective demand unless policymakers 
accelerate progress on infrastructure, clean 
energy, deregulation, and the like. 

In a world in which households actively 
avoid certain commercial interactions, 
governments and businesses will need to 
work harder to devise alternatives. 
Companies must work with governments, 
both at home and abroad, to facilitate the 
inherently tricky process of rewiring supply 
chains and to accelerate the green 
transition. National and global policymakers 
need to revise how they think and operate. 
And long-term investors should incorporate 
more  soph i s t i cated  geopo l i t i ca l ,  
sociopolitical, and environmental analyses 
into their allocation strategies.

While some may consider the phrase 
“fragmented globalization” an oxymoron, I 
believe it is the most probable scenario for 
the global economy. As the world 
increasingly divides into blocs, a few more 
fluid than most others, globalization stands 
to become more inflationary, reducing 
potential growth. Avoiding this outcome 
depends on how national governments and 
multilateral institutions navigate the new 
economic reality. The world may not fully 
deglobalize, but that does not mean we 
should assume smooth sailing ahead. 

Fragmented Globalization

By Mohamed A. El-Erian

The Justice We Demand
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Op-ed

  

ERKELEY – A year ago, two of us (Fedyk and Hodson) co-authored a 

Bcommentary arguing that Russians would not rise up to stop President 
Vladimir Putin’s war against Ukraine. There was too much suppression of 

dissent in Putin’s Russia, we noted, and too much real support for the war among the 
public. That assessment proved correct. Still, there is a lingering question: What 
role are Russian “opposition” parties playing in the conflict?

While Russian opposition figures like the jailed dissident Alexei Navalny have 
received ample attention in the West (a documentary about him was recently 
nominated for an Oscar), tensions have been rising between Russian opposition 
parties, on one hand, and the Ukrainians and their Eastern European friends, on the 
other. For example, TV Rain (Dozhd), a prominent channel aligned with the Russian 
opposition, lost its Latvian license for “displaying a map of Russia which included 
occupied Crimea and for calling Russian troops in Ukraine ‘our army.’” 

The problem is that Russian opposition parties have their own goals and priorities, 
which may – or may not – align with those of the Ukrainians. Opposition to Putin does 
not necessarily make one a loyal friend to Ukraine. 

To see this gap, consider the politics around Navalny’s wrongful imprisonment. 
Unlike some other political prisoners in Russia (such as Alexei Gorinov), Navalny is 
notin prison for opposing Russia’s aggressive war. Thus, from the Ukrainian 
perspective, he is largely irrelevant. (In fact, Navalny himself issued some rather 
imprudent comments and derogatory ethnic slurs against Ukrainians back when 
Russia’s invasion first began in 2014.) And yet, Navalny’s deputies have been at 
pains to position his imprisonment as a central issue in the war, telling interviewers 
that they are lobbying “for his release to be part of any negotiated settlement.” 

Ukrainians find this position extremely objectionable. Leaving aside the moral 
implications of rooting for a “negotiated settlement” to their country’s genocidal 
war of conquest, the Navalny team’s approach is disingenuous. There are two parts 
to any successful negotiation: maximizing total surplus (the size of the pie) and then 
dividing it among the parties. Total surplus can be maximized by allocating to each 
party the items that it values most. And individually, each party has an incentive to 
strengthen its bargaining position. 

In the case of a war, the surest way to strengthen one’s bargaining position is to 
“create facts on the ground” through military victories. Every advance that Ukraine 
makes on the battlefield moves it closer to a favorable endpoint in the war, by 
increasing the number of items that it can credibly demand in any negotiation. 
Hence, instead of settling for a ceasefire along the February 23, 2022, borders, 
Ukrainians are now demanding the return of territories that Russia seized in 2014. 

Given that many thousands of Ukrainians have died to make this change possible, it 
is rather perverse to think that Ukraine would expend some of its hard-won 
bargaining power to secure Navalny’s release. After all, we are talking about a 
bargaining chip that Putincares about far more than Ukrainians do. For Ukraine to 
win Navalny’s release, it would have to pay a steep price, potentially abandoning 
some of its most important demands. 

Moreover, Russia has captured 3,400 Ukrainian soldiers and abducted many more 
Ukrainian civilians, including thousands of children. Many of these prisoners are 
suffering the same torture and brutal treatment as Navalny. There are also tens of 
thousands of Russian war crimes to be investigated and prosecuted, and hundreds of 
billions of dollars to be paid in reparations for damage to Ukraine’s infrastructure. 
Does the Navalny team seriously expect Ukraine to reduce its demands on these 
issues in order to free a Russian politician from prison? Navalny may be more 
famous, but most Ukrainians would rather free one of the Ukrainian POWs who stood 
their ground in Mariupol. 

Since the Navalny team’s goals have nothing to do with the Ukrainian war effort, 
Ukrainians understandably object to attempts to link the two. In fact, they view the 
Russian opposition’s attempt to appropriate their own cause as yet another 
manifestation of the Russian imperialist paradigm. Like the Kremlin, the Russian 
opposition is perfectly willing to use Ukraine to serve its own ends. Little wonder 
that one of Navalny’s close allies is also advocating a “Marshall plan for Russia” and 
insisting that most Russians are not responsible for “Putin’s war.” 

We wholeheartedly support those Russians who are risking their own lives to free 
Navalny. But we should not let that effort work against Ukraine’s life-or-death 
struggle. Ukraine has more than 30,000 square miles of territory to retake. There 
are millions of Ukrainian civilians to be liberated, and tens of thousands to be freed 
and returned from Russia. The Russian opposition’s demands are not only irrelevant 
to this process; they are a dangerous distraction. 

It is not Ukrainians’ job to resist political repression in Russia. Ukraine is not a 
strategic pawn that exists solely to advance Russians’ own interests. The West, too, 
must resist the temptation to link the two issues. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.   www.project-syndicate.org

OPINION

ELBOURNE – Could the Roman Catholic Church be ready to reconsider its 

Mprohibition of the use of contraception? The fact that prominent Catholic 
conservatives have felt the need to speak out against such a possibility gives some 

grounds for thinking that, within the Church itself, and under the protection of Pope 
Francis, a movement for change is underway. 

Theologians going back to Thomas Aquinas have said that interfering with sexual 
intercourse to prevent procreation is a misuse of the human genital organs, and 
therefore wrong. Earlier popes had also opposed contraception. 

Nevertheless, the development and release of oral contraceptives in 1960, and 
subsequent evidence that many Catholic couples were using contraception, triggered 
calls within the Church for a reconsideration of the prohibition. In response, Pope John 
XXIII set up a Pontifical Commission on Birth Control, but did not live to see it complete 
its work. Instead, the commission sent his successor, Pope Paul VI, a report noting that 
the Church was already allowing couples to calculate the days of a woman’s cycle when 
she cannot conceive a child and restrict sex to those days. 
 To this observation the commission added: “it is natural to man to use his skill in order to 
put under human control what is given by physical nature,” and concluded that 
contraception is permissible if it is part of “an ordered relationship to responsible 
fruitfulness.” A minority report recommending against changing the Church’s teaching 
was supported by only four of the commission’s 72 members. 

To most Catholics, therefore, it was a surprise when, in 1968, just two years after 
receiving the commission’s report, Paul VI published his encyclical Humanae Vitae (Of 
Human Life), stating that any “action which either before, at the moment of, or after 
sexual intercourse, is specifically intended to prevent procreation” is “absolutely 
excluded as lawful means of regulating the number of children.”

The very existence of Humanae Vitae, and its survival without any liberalizing 
modifications, depended on untimely papal deaths. John XXIII was a reforming pope, 
who had convened the Second Vatican Council in order to reconsider a number of Church 
practices. Had he lived longer, he might well have accepted the view of the 
overwhelming majority of the commission he had established. 

Without the sudden death of John Paul I, the successor to Paul VI who died only 33 days 
after his election as pope, the strict prohibition of contraception may not have survived 
unchanged. Indeed, when he was Bishop Albino Luciani, John Paul I had favored a more 
liberal view of contraception, writing that manufactured progesterone could be used “to 
distance one birth from another, to give rest to the mother, and to think of the good of 
children already born, or to be born.” 

Catholic conservatives believe that Humanae Vitae has permanently settled the 
question of the use of contraception to avoid pregnancy, notwithstanding the 
contingencies that affected its promulgation and survival. If you are willing to believe 
that God conveys the truth to popes, you may also believe that God works in strange 
ways. 

Doubts about the permanence of the Church’s doctrine were raised last year, however, 
when the Pontifical Academy for Life released Etica Teologica della Vita(Theological 
Ethics of Life), a volume, in Italian, of more than 500 pages that brings together papers 
from a seminar along with the text that served as the basis for discussion. Some of the 
senior Catholic theologians contributing to the discussion suggest that the use of 
contraceptives in some circumstances may not be wrong. 

Conservative Catholics gathered at a conference in Rome last December to respond to 
the publication. John Finnis, an emeritus professor of law and legal philosophy at the 
University of Oxford and a leading exponent of the natural-law approach to ethics, gave 
a talk entitled “The Infallibility of the Church’s Teaching on Contraception,” in which he 
argued not only for the title’s thesis, but also that defending it is “an inseparable and on 
the evidence irreversible element in adhering to the Catholic faith as true.” In other 
words, one ceases to adhere to the Catholic faith if one allows the doctrine even to be 
questioned. 

Where does that leave Pope Francis? When asked by a journalist whether he was open to 
a reevaluation of Church doctrine regarding contraceptives, he replied that the question 
was “very timely.” And he implied that it would be wrong to forbid theologians from 
discussing any topic, because “you cannot do theology with a ‘no’ in front of it.” 
Referring specifically to the publication of Etica Teologica della Vita, he said: “Those 
who participated in this congress did their duty, because they have sought to move 
forward in doctrine.” 

According to Finnis, the pope, it seems, is not Catholic. Nor are many others. According 
to a 2014 poll, over 90% of Catholics in countries including France, Brazil, Spain, 
Argentina, and Colombia favor the use of birth control, and a 2016 Pew Research Center 
survey indicates that even among Catholics who attend mass weekly, only 13% say that 
contraception is morally wrong. If Finnis is right, there are far fewer Catholics than most 
people think. 

Majority opinion does not determine right and wrong, but in this case, there are good 
grounds for thinking that the majority of those who consider themselves Catholics are 
right. A break with a view of sex and procreation rooted in medieval ideas of natural law 
is long overdue. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

Will the Catholic Church
Rethink Contraception?

By Peter Singer

Russia’s Opposition Leaders
Are Irrelevant to Ukraine

Anastassia Fedyk,
Ilona Sologoub & James Hodson
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Dear Farther:

You know, there is a saying that when the thief is in your house he is not a thief. 
But when it is from your neighbor’s house, then he is a thief. -Da wah happening in 
our village right now.

People from the other side are happy. In fact, at times they sit in the comfort of 
their living rooms and laugh about it and in public they play deaf ears and blind 
eyes. 

I don’t know if they have heard, or they heard but didn’t understand Pa Dopoh 
song-Cassava leave na for goat alone.
Hmmm, my son, wein you start speaking your big, big book na, den it mean 
something serious na happened ooh.

Father, um, that our village people, they never cease to amaze me. Can you 
imagine, people who are in this Jorweah Gorworment or close to Jorweah 
Gorworment are being jeered, booed, and attacked at our Hill of Learning and 
everybody thinks it’s okay?

And what is puzzling is that our big, big opposition people are not saying fhewn! 
And for them that is okay because, it helps to lower the morale of Jorweah 
reelection. So, for them da politics as usual and a take home point.

But what they are forgetting to know is that the behavior of these students from 
that very big school only tell how low our village is descending.

Yes, Father, it’s only telling us how low we are descending. You could hear of such 
things happening in the market places, at least you will say the people there get 
low understanding. 

But for it to be happening at our big school in the village, then it means something 
is fundamentally wrong. And if we can’t see it like that regardless of where we 
find yourselves then our village is gradually heading into a Banana State.

Lest we forget that we were all in this village when the Zogo population started 
growing small, small and we didn’t do anything about it. Now it has choked us and 
they are all over the country we want to put it on the people in power alone, 
forgetting that parents and family members didn’t play their roles in breeding 
this group of people-lack of home training.

Today, other people who are not in power, are laughing with their teeth when 
they hear da somebody from Jorweah Gorworment went to the Hill of Learning 
and was booed.

Today, da Jorweah and him people. Tomorrow your own will even be worst. And 
don’t expect people to pity you, because if it is good for the people in power 
today, it must be good for you too. They say what is good for the goose is good for 
the gander as well.
Yes, because other people will come later who will think it’s okay to throw stone 
at the president and cause more chaos all because they hear that the government 
is corrupt.

Indiscipline, regardless of which side of the political divide you belong should 
never be tolerated in our village.

We can play our politic, but we must do all we can to preserve the soul of our 
village-respect for rule of law and human dignity.
Father, I am ashamed that some of the people we have come to respect in our 
village have not come out to condemn these kinds of behavior creeping into our 
society. It is wrong no matter who it is being done to. We should all condemn it.

You see, if this is not done now, it would be out of control tomorrow. Before, when 
we were kids by the time you hear rogue, rogue, everybody will go to that person 
rescue. But today, in broad day light when the zogos are robbing someone, no 
matter how loud the person screams for help, nobody will pay attention-
everybody continues with whatever they are doing.

Father, there is absolutely nothing like my brother keeper in our village anymore. 
It’s like everybody for himself and God for all and this is not a society-it’s a battle 
front. But even at the battle front, soldiers still care for each other.

Aaah, whatin I know sef, when we only have 743 Lebanese people living in our 
village.

Lord, the evil in us

By Patrick N. Mensah, 
Maryland County

Police Arrest 28-yr-old who chopped 
up his brother for Memory Card 

Police in Maryland County 
h a v e  a r r e s t e d  a n d  
incarcerated a 28-year-old 

man identified as Daniel Saydee, Jr. 
for allegedly chopping his elder 
brother over a memory card 
argument.

Lawson Barfeh, 38, was reportedly 
chopped multiple times on his back 
and right hand by his junior brother in 
Gessanken, Barrobo Statutory 
District, Maryland County on March 2, 
2023, at about 7:00 a.m.

According to reports, their conflict 
was triggered by the perpetrator's 

alleged refusal to turn over the 
victim's memory card he had earlier 
borrowed.Following request for the 
card on several occasions, Daniel 
Saydee later told him that the card 
got missing, a situation that resulted 
in conflict.Daniel Saydee, according 
to police records is currently under 
detention at the Glofaken Depot in 
Barrobo, pending investigation while 
victim Lawson Barfeh has been 
admitted at a local clinic for 
treatment.

Residents in the town have 
expressed regrets over the situation, 
noting that their life are at risk due to 
the lack of more police officers in that 
statutory district.They disclosed that 
over time, the district has had just 
two to three assigned police officers 
and several community watch forums 
who they claimed had not been 
trained properly.

The citizens in Barrobo Statutory 
District used this medium to call on 
the Ministry of Justice to assign more 
police officers and reconditioned the 
only prison center in Maryland County.

On Monday, February 8, 2023, 
during the opening of the fourth 
Judicial Circuit Court  Resident Judge 
Nelson T.Tokpa said the absence of a 

prison facility in the county remains a 
major challenge to the operation of the 
court.

Judge Tokpa in his charge said the 
issue of prison facilities is beyond the 
court and the judiciary Branch of 
Government as it is the responsibility of 
the Executive and the Justice Ministry to 
maintain, construct and renovate prison 
facilities across the country.

The fourth Judicial Circuit Court 
Judge noted that there is no doubt that a 
result of the violent strike by angry 
citizens and residents taking to the 
streets of Harper in March 2021 that led 
to vandalizing prison facilities in the 
county resulting in the force release of 
91 imamates, 60 convicts and 31 pretrial 

detainees was against the law.
“Upon  the  de s t ruc t i on  and  

vandalizing of the prison facility, several 
appeals were made by the court to the 
national government, and international 
organizations to renovate the facility and 
to provide a vehicle as a medium of 
transporting convicts and pretrial 
detainees to nearby counties for 
imprisonment, but all of these appeals 
yielded no results up to present”, Judge 
Tokpa said.

Meanwhile, Judge Tokpa further 
disclosed that the jurisprudence of the 
court jurisdiction is paralysed, 
compromised and it continues to 
dispense justice under difficult 
conditions and struggles to conduct 
criminal trials due to the lack of prison 
facilities and vehicles to transport 
convicts and pretrial detainees or else 
defendant is allowed to file in a valid 
criminal bond.

The absence of the prison facility has 
greatly impeded the function of the 
court throughout the county thereby 
increasing the crime rate.In recent 
times, the former Senator of Maryland 
County H. Dan Morias started the 
reconditioning of only prison facility in 
the County but it's yet to be completed 
and turned over for use.



T
he Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria (the Global 

Fund), the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) and the Stop TB 
Partnership announced a new 
collaboration today with Molbio 
Diagnostics that significantly 
reduces the price of the Truenat® 
MTB and MTB Plus tests, including 
a supply of MTB-RIF Dx tests for 
subsequent testing for rifampicin 
resistance, and ensures timely 
service and maintenance of 
diagnostic instruments. This 
collaboration wil l  expand 
equitable access to quality rapid 
t e s t i n g  t o  u n d e r s e r v e d  
populations across all countries 

supported by the Global Fund, 
USA ID  and  t he  S t op  TB  
Partnership.Although rapid 
molecular tuberculosis (TB) tests 
are endorsed by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) as the 
standard of care, less than 40% of 
people in need of TB testing in 
2021 had access to a rapid 
molecular diagnostic test. Major 
barriers in expanding access to 
testing include high operating 
costs, infrastructure challenges 
and inefficient executions. This 
significant gap in access to rapid 
molecular testing for TB and drug 
resistance stands as one of the 
largest shortfalls in the global TB 
response today.In 2020, WHO 
endorsed three of Molbio 
Diagnostics’ rapid molecular 
Truenat® assays (Truenat® MTB, 
MTB Plus and MTB-RIF Dx) for the 
initial diagnosis of TB and 
subsequent  detec t ion  o f  
rifampicin resistance in adults 
and children with signs and 
symptoms of pulmonary TB. With 
the WHO recommendation, 
Molbio Diagnostics is positioned 
as a welcomed new key player to 
fight TB worldwide.As part of this 
collaboration, the Global Fund 
and the Stop TB Partnership will 
sign new deals with Molbio 
Diagnostics to Provide Truenat® 
MTB, MTB Plus and MTB-RIF Dx 
tests at the reduced price in all 
countries supported by the 
Global Fund, Stop TB Partnership 
a n d  U S A I D ;  R e i n f o r c e  
commitment to service and 
maintenance by providing a 

global standard service level 
agreement with defined key 
performance indicators and Extend 
similar pricing to public and private 
sector buyers, where terms are 
applicable.

USAID, in collaboration with 
ministries of health and partners, 
will continue to provide critical 
guidance and best practices on the 
introduction and scale-up of the 
Truenat® system in a range of high 
TB burden settings to increase 
a c c e s s  t h r o u g h  n e t w o r k  
development, health care worker 
t ra in ing,  qual i ty  assurance 
monitoring and support. 

Welcoming this news, Executive 
Director of the Global Fund Peter 
Sands said, “We are delighted to 

partner with Molbio Diagnostics. 
They play a crucial role in meeting 
the need for improved diagnostic 
solutions and technologies. We look 
forward to making these TB 
products more affordable and 
accessible in the countries where 
we invest.” “USAID is committed to 
creating a TB-free world, and that 
starts with expanding access to 
critical diagnostic testing to reach 
every person with TB," said Dr. Atul 
Gawande, USAID ' s  Ass istant 
Administrator for Global Health. 
"This new technology will allow 
countries to expand rapid TB 
diagnostic testing to more rural, 
hard-to-reach populations at the 
primary care level –and at a 
significantly lower cost than current 
testing options.”“This is a historical 
moment,” said Dr. Lucica Ditiu, 
Executive Director of the Stop TB 
Partnership. “For the first time ever, 
we have a rapid molecular test for 
TB and rifampicin resistance that is 
less than US$8 per test, more than 
20% lower than what is currently 
available on the market for these 
types of tests. We also have an 
amazing ‘package of services’ 
o f fe red  by  Mo lb io ,  and  a  
commitment to offer low prices for 
private sector providers. We are 
thrilled by this collaboration with a 
company from the highest TB 
bu rden  count ry  tha t  fu l l y  
understands the need for securing 
access to a rapid molecular 
diagnosis for everyone in need. I 
hope we all feel now even more 
comfortable saying ‘Yes! We can end 
TB.’”
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A
t the invitation of 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Moradeun 

Ogunlana, founder of the 
African Women's Health 
Project International ( AWPHI) 
Global Foundation, Madam 
Vice President served as 
Keynote Speaker at the First 
Ladies Forum and Economic 

Development Summit.The 
Summit was hosted in 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  
International Women's Day. 
Speaking on March 8th, 
International Women's day, 
Vice President Howard-Taylor 
asserted that women 's  
economic empowerment 
includes the ability to 
participate equally in existing 
markets, access to and 
con t ro l  o f  p roduc t i ve  
resources,  access to decent 
work, control over their own 
time, lives and bodies; and 

the consistent advocacy and 
meaningful participation in 
economic decision-making at 
all levels. " As we gather here to 
celebrate another milestone in 
this struggle for women's 
e m a n c i p a t i o n  a n d  
empowerment, there is still 
much that needs to be done if 
the changes we seek must 

become a reality " Madam Vice 
President intimated. 

She applauded all those who 
continue to make this struggle 
for Women's empowerment a 
daily commitment but called 
for more attention and a new 
focus on targeted programs to 
address women's issues. 

While in Dubai, VP Howard-
Taylor held discussions with a 
team of investors in Dubai 
Silicon Oasis on exploring 
po s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  a t t r ac t  
investment opportunities to 
Liberia.According to a dispatch, 

she reiterated President Weah's 
pronouncement that Liberia is 
open for business. 

The discussions centered on 
the possibilities of opening 
Liberia's market between the 
UAE and China in various 
economic fields, including 
trade, health, education, 
agriculture, science, and 
technology. 

With a youthful population of 
more than 60%, Liberia is better 
positioned to supply the 
necessary manpower for 
industries and companies 
seeking investment, the 
investors indicated. 

However, the investors 
highlighted the need to train 
Liberian youth with the skill sets 
demanded in the global labor 
market. 

Liberia's Vice President then 
stressed the challenges of youth 
unemployment and encouraged 
the team of investors to make 
Liberia an investment hub to 
a d d r e s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  
socioeconomic challenges. 

The Dubai Silicon Oasis was 
established in 2004 by the 
Government of UAE to promote 
industries related to modern 
technology, infrastructure, and 
business services. It hosts many 
of the World's top investors, 
industries, and companies. 

Madam Vice President is also 
expected to visit the Kingdom of 
Bahrain on March 10th, 2023 to 
speak at the 146th Assembly of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU).-Dispatch

more headline news       more headline news 

The U.S. Coordinator 
on Global Anti-
Corruption Richard 

Nephew and USAID Senior 
Advisor to the Administrator 

and Executive Director of the 
Anti-Corruption Task Force 
(ACTF) Shannon Green will 
travel to Monrovia, Liberia 
from March 13-15, 2023. 
Their visit will underscore 
the U.S. government’s 
commi tment  to  an t i -

c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  g o o d  
governance through the newly 
released U.S. Strategy on 
Counte r i ng  Co r rup t i on .  
Coordinator Nephew and ACTF 
Executive Director Green will 

meet with representatives 
f rom L iber ian integr i ty  
institutions, civil society 
organizations, media, and the 
Liberian legislature. The 
Coordinator on Global Anti-
Corruption position integrates 
and elevates the fight against 

corruption across all aspects of 
U.S. diplomacy and foreign 
assistance. The Executive 
Director of USAID’s Anti-
Corruption Task Force leads 
USAID’s implementation of the 

U.S. Strategy on Countering 
Corruption. President Biden 
has made preventing and 
countering corruption and 
demonstrating the advantages 
o f  t r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  
accountable governance a top 
Administration priority.
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U.S. Global Anti-Corruption Coordinator and USAID Anti-
Corruption Task Force Executive Director to visit Liberia 

VP Howard-Taylor lobbies abroad: seeks 
investment opportunities in Dubai Silicon Oasis”

Vice PresidentJewel Howard-Taylor is in Dubai, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) from March 7th to 9th, 2023. 

Global Fund, USAID and Stop TB Partnership's new collaboration with 
molbio diagnostics will increase access to Rapid Molecular Tests for TB
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The Deputy Minister 
o f  I n f o rma t i on  
Culture Affairs and 

Tourism (MICAT) Jarlawa A. 
Tonpo has in the strongest 

term condemn and frown at 
the University of Liberia's 
student's constant attacks on 
o f f i c i a l s  o f  t he  CDC  
Government.

Speaking on Thursday at 
MICAT regular briefing on 

Capital Hall Minister Tonpo 
said U.L is a public University; 
therefore, nobody has the 
absolute right to run after 
other citizens who might have 
gone there as students or to do 

other academic transactions.
"We are glad that the 

faculty of that university has 
c o n d e m n e d  w h a t  h a s  
happened. And continue to 
happen at that university, we 
as a government condemns it 

and we will not condone it any 
further." Minister Tonpo said.

It can be recalled that on 
Tuesday, March 7, 2023, 
A l o y s i u s  H o w e  t h e  
administrative Aid to Finance 
Minister Samuel Tweah was 
chased out of the university 
campus by members of the 
c a m p u s  b a s e  S t u d e n t  
Unification Party.

The members of the party 
were seen escorting the 
administrative Aid to Finance 
Minister Samuel Tweah off UL 
Campus  wh i l e  s i ng ing ,  
" A l oy s i u s  Howe  rogue ,  
rogue."However, this is not the 
first time that members of SUP 
have chased officials of the 
government off the university 
main campus.

Recently, On January 25, 
2023, the Vice President of the 
Republic of Liberia Jewel 
Howard Taylor was also chased 
off the University's main 
campus and called a rogue, 
while performing an official 
duty there.

Meanwhile, the Mr. Tonpo 
has asked the administration 
of the University to take the 
necessary action to avoid the 
reoccurring of the happening.

more headline news       more headline news 

The U.S. Government’s 
Prosper Africa initiative 
announced the close of 

$274 million in long-term 
financing for West Africa’s 
rapidly growing housing sector. 

This landmark partnership 
with Bank of America Securities, 
Inc, Brean Capital, LLC, The Bank 
of New York Mellon, Togo’s Caisse 
Régionale de Refinancement 
Hypothécaire (CRRH), the U.S. 
Agency for  Internat ional  
Development (USAID), and the 
U.S. International Development 
Finance Corporation (DFC) opens 
new opportunities for U.S. 
investment in Africa’s emerging 
markets and provides an avenue 
for West Africans to gain greater 
access to homeownership. MiDA 
Advisors served as the originator 
and lead transaction advisor on 
this landmark transaction.

This deal represents an 
innovative approach to mobilize 
transparent, market-oriented 
financing at scale and is 
expected to help about 6,000 

households gain access to 
homeownership.

As part of Prosper Africa’s 
whole-of-government approach, 
USAID funded MiDA Advisors and 
CrossBoundary to provide 
advisory services that prepared 
CRRH for a global bond issuance, 
and DFC provided a credit 
guarantee, allowing investors to 
access an untapped market 
opportunity while meeting their 
risk profiles.

Through this transaction, for 
the first time, CRRH accessed 
cheaper, longer-term capital 
with a 17-year $217 million 
equivalent Eurobond that was 
issued via a U.S. trust alongside a 
local currency bond equivalent 
to $57 million for a total raise of 
$274 million from international 
and local institutional investors.

“Prosper Africa’s partnership 
with leading U.S. and African 
financial institutions signals 
increased U.S. investor interest 
in investing in African markets to 
meet the enormous demand for 
affordable housing in West 

A f r i c a , ”  s a i d  C a m e r o n  
Khosrowshahi, Senior Investment 
Advisor with Prosper Africa. “Our 
collaboration is a blended finance 
transaction that will catalyze 
investment at scale and create 
generational wealth through 
homeownership for thousands of 
people across West Africa.”

“DFC partners with the private 
sector  to make impactful  
investments around the world, 
including in West Africa where 
affordable housing is a critical 
need,” said Jim Polan, DFC Vice 
President for the Office of 
Development Credit. “The agency 
is pleased to work with such a 
diverse group of investors, 
including colleagues from the U.S. 
Government on this important 
issue that will help provide 
affordable housing and bolster 
stability for thousands in the 
region.”

About Prosper Africa
Prosper Africa is the U.S. 

Government initiative to increase 
two-way trade and investment 
between the United States and 

African countries. Through Prosper 
Africa, the U.S. Government 
partners with businesses and 
investors to advance deals, 
promote market opportunities, 
and strengthen business and 
investment climates. To learn 
more and connect with Prosper 
A f r i c a  a d v i s o r s ,  v i s i t  
prosperafrica.gov.

About DFC
U.S. International Development 

Finance Corporation (DFC) 
partners with the private sector to 
finance solutions to the most 
critical challenges facing the 
developing world today. We invest 
across sectors including energy, 
healthcare, critical infrastructure, 
and technology. DFC also provides 
financing for small businesses and 
women entrepreneurs in order to 
create jobs in emerging markets. 
DFC investments adhere to high 
standards and respect the 
environment, human rights, and 
worker rights. 

About USAID
USAID supports inclusive, 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

i b e r i a n  S e n a t e  

LP r e s i d e n t  P r o -
Tempore Albert T. 

Chie has given the National 
Elections Commission (NEC) a 
two-week ultimatum to 
resolve an issue with Attorney 
Teage Jalloh.The issue 
concerns Atty. Jalloh, who 
serves in the position of the 
legal advisor to NEC without 
being a Counselor-At- Law.

Pro-Tempore Chie gave 
the mandate on Thursday, 9 
March 2023 when the NEC's 
Board of Commissioners 
appeared before the Senate 
Plenary to address questions 
regarding the ability and 
preparedness of the electoral 
house to conduct the 2023 
elections. The Senate was 
also concerned about the 
structure of the NEC's legal 
department.

Pro-Tempore Chie said 
since it is an administrative 
decision that was taken by 
t h e  N E C  b o a r d  o f  
commissioners, the board 
must decide as he has 
directed.The Grand Kru 
Senator said the Act creating 
the NEC requires that before 
serving in such a position, the 
person should be a Counselor-
at-law.Senator Chie noted 
further that the Legislature 
needs to make sure that 
anybody occupying the 

position as NEC legal advisor is 
qualified as the 2023 election 
approaches.Speaking earlier, 
NEC Chairperson Madam 
Davidetta Brown-Lassana 
acknowledged that Attorney 
Jalloh is assigned in the legal 
section as acting legal counsel. 
She said he is a 2004 graduate of 
a law school in the United 
States of America.The NEC 
Chairperson said Attorney 

Jalloh was admitted into three 
separate jurisdictions in 
America as an attorney-at-law 
and is a member of the Liberia 
Bar Association since 2016 as 
attorney-at-law.

She further said Jalloh 
serves as a law clerk to NEC's 
past board of commissioners 
and was serving in such a 
position before acting as a legal 
counsellor.She added that 
Jalloh has presently applied to 

the Supreme Court  for  
admission as counselor-at-law, 
but the Supreme Court has 
demanded a copy of his degree 
from law school in America.

She said Jalloh has applied 
to the law school in question for 
a photocopy of his degree, 
adding that the issue of Jalloh 
is an administrative decision 
that can be taken by the NEC 
board of commissioners.

She indicated that an 
administrative decision will be 
made because it is a human 
function, and the NEC board 
has to review the process and 
come up with a decision.

“It is difficult for me to give 
a time frame in the legal 
advisor case because we need 
to review and find a way 
forward, but the NEC will work 
with any decision on the 
matter,” she said.
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Deputy MICAT boss condemns constant attacks 
on government officials by UL Student

Min. Tonpo

By: Kruah Thompson

Senate gives NEC 
two-week ultimatum

By Ethel A. Tweh

Prosper Africa Partners to invest $274 million 
in affordable housing across West Africa
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L
a  Chambre  de s  
représentants  a  
d o n n é  d e s  

instructions au comité 
parlementaire pour les voies 
et moyens, les finances et la 
p l a n i f i c a t i o n  d u  
développement d’examiner 
p l u s i e u r s  a c c o r d s  d e  
financement et de prêt qu’a 

soumis le président George 
Manneh Weah.

Selon la communication 
que le président Weah 
adressée à la plénière le 
mardi 7 mars 2023, la 
République du Libéria et 
l'Association internationale 
de développement (IDA) ont 
signé trois accords de 
financement. 

Les accords ont été signés 
le 26 janvier 2023. L’accord 
d e  f i n a n c e m e n t  
supplémentaire pour la 
relance économique pour le 

projet d'emploi du secteur 
informel libérien veut accroître 
l'accès aux opportunités de 
revenus pour les personnes 
vulnérables du secteur informel.

Les autres objectifs de l'accord 
sont d'étendre l’aide aux 
ménages pauvres et en situation 
d'insécurité alimentaire et 
d'améliorer l'efficacité de la 

gestion des programmes de 
protection sociale dans le 
territoire bénéficiaire.

« L'accord concerne un 
financement supplémentaire du 
projet de relance de l'activité 
économique pour l'emploi dans le 
secteur informel l ibérien. 
L'Association accepte d'accorder 
à la République du Libéria un 
crédit, considéré comme un 
financement concessionnel d'un 
montant de vingt millions de 
dollars (20 000 000 $). », a déclaré 
le président Weah.

Les dates de paiement sont le 

15 février et le 15 août de 
chaque année à compter du 15 
février 2033 jusqu’au 15 août 
2072 inclusivement, avec un 
taux d’intérêt de 1,25 %.

Le deuxième accord de 
Financement supplémentaire 
p o u r  l e  p r o j e t  d e  
transformation économique 
rurale a été signé pour 
améliorer la productivité et 
l'accès au marché pour les 
petits exploitants agricoles et 
l e s  e n t r e p r i s e s  
a g r o a l i m e n t a i r e s  p o u r  
certaines chaînes de valeur 
dans les comtés participant au 
projet.

Dans le cadre de cet 
accord, l’Association accepte 
d'accorder au Libéria un 
crédit, considéré comme un 
financement concessionnel, 
d'un montant de trente 
millions de dollars (30 000 000 
$). À l’instar du premier 
accord, les dates de paiement 
sont le 15 février et le 15 août 
de chaque année à compter du 
15 février 2033 jusqu’au 15 
août 2072 inclusivement, avec 
un taux d’intérêt de 1,25 %.

Le troisième accord de 
financement (Projet régional 
d'intervention d'urgence en 
énergie solaire) est conclu 
entre la République du Libéria 
et l'Association internationale 
de développement.

Le président Weah a 
déclaré que l'accord signé le 

31 janvier 2023 vise à 

e s  a u t o r i t é s  

Lm a l i e n n e s  d e  
t r a n s i t i o n  o n t  

suspendu en catimini les 
i n d e m n i t é s  d e s  
représentants des groupes 
armés siégeant au Comité de 
suivi de l'accord de paix de 
2015 (CSA). Ces groupes 
avaient suspendu leur 
participation au CSA en 
décembre dernier, sur fond 
de tensions extrêmes avec le 
gouvernement de transition.

« Nous n'avons reçu 
a u c u n e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  
officielle, mais plus aucun 
versement n'a été effectué 
depuis [le mois de, ndlr] 
décembre », explique un 
cadre  du  CSP (Cadre  
stratégique permanent), qui 
rassemble tous les groupes 
armés signataires de l'accord 
de paix. 

Sollicité par RFI, le 
ministère malien de la 
Réconciliation nationale, en 
charge de l'accord de paix, 
n'a pas donné suite. 

Selon plusieurs cadres des 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

mouvements signataires, les 
indemnités coupées représentent 
près d'un million de FCFA par mois, 
pour chacun des six représentants 
d e  l a  C M A ,  e x - r e b e l l e s  
indépendantistes, et des six 
autres de la Plateforme, qui ont 
toujours défendu l'unité de l'État 
malien. Ces représentants siègent 
au Comité de suivi et dans 

différentes commissions 
thématiques créées pour 
assurer la mise en œuvre de 
l'accord. Les fonctionnaires 
représentant l'État malien 
dans ces instances touchent 
les mêmes indemnités.

Les groupes armés ont 

Au beau matin du 23 février, les Libériens se sont réveillés avec la 
terrible nouvelle d'une attaque contre le domicile de l'ancienne 
juge en chef Gloria Musu Scott. Des inconnus ont pris d’assaut son 
domicile dans la nuit du 22 février et tué la jeune Charloe Musu, 
l'une de ses filles, une future diplômée de l'Institut Starz de 
Monrovia. D'autres personnes ont été également blessées. On 
ignore cependant à l’état actuel leurs conditions.

L'attaque est survenue après que Scott a signalé deux vagues 
précédentes d'attaques contre son domicile les 8 et 9 février 
respectivement. Des voisins ont affirmé avoir entendu des cris et 
appelé à l'intervention de la police, mais en vain.

L'ancien président de la Commission vérité et réconciliation 
Jérôme Verdier soupçonne, lui, le maire de la ville de Monrovia 
Jefferson Koijee et Varlee Telleh, bien qu'il n'ait pas encore 
fourni de preuves.

Cependant, Koijee et Telleh ont nié tout lien avec l'incident au 
domicile de l'ancien juge en chef lors de l'interrogatoire de la 
police la semaine dernière. Il y en a d'autres qui ont également 
été convoqués pour être interrogés, notamment des agents de 
sécurité privés et des travailleurs qui avaient travaillé dans 
l'enceinte pendant la journée à la même date de l'attaque.

Mme Scott et sa famille ont également été interrogées. Les 
enquêteurs se sont rendus sur les lieux du crime lundi.

Pendant ce temps, les manifestations pacifiques se multiplient. 
La coalition des groupes de femmes de la société civile demande 
justice pour les personnes décédées et des procès rapides des 
coupables qui n'ont pas encore été identifiés ou inculpés.

D'autre part, la Coalition pour le changement démocratique (CDC) 
au pouvoir, dont le secrétaire général national en la personne de 
M. Koijee est lié au vol à main armée et à l'attaque meurtrière, a 
également organisé des manifestations pacifiques, défilant avec 
des pancartes et des images du feu Charloe Musu, tout en 
réclamant justice.

La justice que nous exigeons est le processus ou le résultat de 
l'utilisation des lois pour juger et punir équitablement les crimes 
et les criminels. La justice ne compte pas sur le tribunal de 
l'opinion publique ou ces magouilles politiques pour rendre son 
verdict.

Ce à quoi nous assistons jusqu'à présent, c'est le procès de 
l'incident devant les tribunaux de l'opinion publique sur la base 
de théories du complot avant même que les suspects puissent 
être identifiés et inculpés, ce ne sont pas des procédures légales, 
ce sont des commérages. Et ces rumeurs et théories du complot 
ou ouï-dire ne font que saper la justice même que nous 
recherchons.

La justice que nous exigeons est un processus qui respecte la 
primauté du droit. Lorsque nous avons commencé à utiliser des 
théories du complot basées sur des ouï-dire, cela s'appelle des 
préjugés et cela met en danger les mérites et les démérites des 
résultats de l'enquête.

L'incident d'Angel Tokpa, dont les tuteurs ont été reconnus 
coupables par un tribunal de l'opinion publique témoin 
d'innombrables protestations avant même que l'affaire ne puisse 
être tranchée, est un exemple de la façon dont le tribunal de 
l'opinion publique n'a jamais gagné une affaire.

Pendant que nous demandons justice pour la mort de Charloe et 
d'autres qui l'ont précédée, nous ne pouvons qu'espérer une 
enquête juste et approfondie basée sur l'honnêteté et le 
professionnalisme, sans crainte ni faveur.

La justice n'ignore pas les faits et ne s'appuie pas sur ce que nous 
pensons ou ressentons, elle établit la vérité, récompense la 
victime et punit le coupable. Et c'est ce que nous recherchons.

Éditorial
La justice que
nous réclamons
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Le parlement libérien examine plusieurs 
accords de prêt soumis par le président

Bamako suspend les indemnités des groupes 
armés au Comité de suivi de l'accord de paix
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eux ans après les émeutes qui avaient fait au moins 13 

Dmorts, les familles des victimes attendent toujours que 
justice soit faite. En mars 2021, de violentes 

manifestations avaient éclaté au Sénégal après l’arrestation 
de l’opposant Ousmane Sonko, accusé de viols. Le 
gouvernement avait annoncé la mise sur pied d’une 
commission d’enquête indépendante sur ces événements. 
Mais aujourd’hui, plusieurs familles de victimes annoncent 
qu’elles vont saisir la cour de justice de la Cédéao.
La famille de Cheikh Wade, 32 ans, tué par balle en mars 2021, 
avait été la première à porter plainte contre X. Deux ans plus 
tard, c’est le statu quo, regrette Abdoulaye, grand frère de la 
victime. Électricien, il a quitté son travail pour se consacrer à 
la procédure et « ne regrette rien » dit-il :
« Depuis lors, la justice sénégalaise n’a rien fait sur ce dossier. 

On ne sait pas pourquoi elle ne 
veut pas ouvrir d’enquête. Le cas 
de Cheikh Wade est très clair : 
dans une vidéo sur internet, on 
voit un policier caché derrière une 
voiture visant à bout portant et 
tirant sur lui, un homme qui a 
porté le drapeau national. 
Pourquoi a-t-il tiré ? C’est ça, la 
question. »
Depuis les émeutes, Amnesty 
International Sénégal suit les 
dossiers de quatre victimes (trois 
manifestants tués et un blessé). 
Tout récemment, trois autres 
familles ont porté plainte. L’ONG 
v a  d o n c  l e s  s o u t e n i r  
collectivement devant la Cour de 
j u s t i c e  d e  l a  C é d é a o  
(Communauté économique des 
États de l'Afrique de l'Ouest), 
explique Me Amadou Diallo, 
mercredi 8 mars :
« Nous estimons qu’aujourd’hui, 
l’État du Sénégal peut être traduit 
devant cette juridiction pour déni 
de justice. Cela fait deux ans de 
procédure judiciaire où rien n’a 
été fait. C’est révélateur que 
l’État n’entend pas véritablement 
chercher les coupables des morts 
des événements de 2021. »
Dans un second temps, Amnesty 
International envisage également 
de saisir du comité des droits de 
l’Homme des Nations unies.

e Fonds des Nations unies pour 

Ll'enfance (Unicef) tire la 
sonnette d’alarme dans un 

rapport intitulé « Dénutries et 
oubliées : Une crise nutritionnelle 
mondiale pour les adolescentes et les 
femmes ». Un document dévoilé 
avant la Journée internationale des 
droits des femmes (8 mars) et qui met 
en lumière des crises alimentaires, 
notamment en Afrique, et leurs 
conséquences à court, moyen et long 
terme.
« Plus d’un milliard d’adolescentes et 
de femmes souffrent de dénutrition 
(se traduisant notamment par une 
insuffisance pondérale et une petite 
t a i l l e ) ,  d e  c a r e n c e s  e n  
micronutriments essentiels et 
d’anémie [1]. »
C’est l’une des nombreuses 
conclusions que le Fonds des Nations 
unies pour l'enfance (Unicef) tire 
d’un vaste rapport mondial sur l’état 
nutritionnel des adolescentes et des 
femmes en âge de procréer (15 à 49 
ans, pour l’Unicef). Un rapport qui 
s’appuie sur des « données […] dans 
plus de 190 pays et territoires, ce qui 
représente plus de 90 % des 
adolescentes et des femmes dans le 
monde ».
U n e  m a l n u t r i t i o n  a i g ü e  
particulièrement marquée en Afrique 

de l’Est
À la lecture de cette étude, la situation est particulièrement 
préoccupante dans deux zones de la planète. « L’Asie du Sud 
et l’Afrique subsaharienne concentrent 68 % des 
adolescentes et des femmes présentant une insuffisance 
pondérale et 60 % des adolescentes et des femmes souffrant 
d’anémie », souligne ainsi l’Unicef dans un résumé 
analytique.
Parmi les 12 pays les plus touchés par l’aggravation (+25%) 
de cette crise alimentaire et nutritionnelle – d’après des 
relevés comparatifs de 2020 et de 2022 – dix sont africains. 
La situation est particulièrement marquée en Afrique de 
l'Est avec cinq pays, dont l'Éthiopie surtout.
En Afrique de l’Ouest et centrale, une femme sur deux âgée 
de 15 à 49 ans souffrait d’anémie
Par ailleurs, si la nutrition des adolescentes et des femmes 
est de mauvaise qualité dans toutes les zones, certaines 
sont toutefois plus touchées que d’autres, comme en 
Afrique de l’Ouest et centrale.

augmenter rapidement la 
c a p a c i t é  d ' é n e r g i e  
renouvelable et à renforcer 
l'intégration régionale dans 
les pays participants.

Au Libéria, le projet 
apportera un soutien à la 
construction d'une centrale 
solaire photovoltaïque de 20 
MWc et aux travaux associés 
(y compris la construction de 
lignes de transmission pour la 
connexion au réseau à Mount 
Coffee Island).

Il apportera également un 
soutien à l'expansion de la 
centrale hydroélectrique de 
Mount Coffee (MCHPP) en 
ajoutant une capacité 
supplémentaire de 41 MW, y 
compris la fourniture et 
l ' insta l lat ion  de deux 
turbines, chacune ayant une 
capacité de 20,5 MW.

« En vertu de l'accord, 
l ' A s s o c i a t i o n  a c c e p t e  
d'accorder au Libéria un 
crédit, qui est considéré 
comme un financement 
concessionnel d'un montant 
de  qua t re - v i ng t - se i ze  
millions de dollars (96 000 
000 $). Les dates de 
paiement du capital sont le 
15 février et le 15 août de 
chaque année, commençant 
le 15 février 2033 et se 
terminant le 15 août 2072 
inclusivement, à 1,25 % », a 
indiqué le président.

Dans un développement 
connexe, le président Weah a 
soumis un accord de prêt 
signé par la République du 
Libéria, la Banque africaine 
de développement et le 
F o n d s  a f r i c a i n  d e  
développement.

Selon lui, l'accord de prêt 
signé le 8 décembre 2022 
permettra au gouvernement 
de contribuer au progrès de 
la production alimentaire 
résiliente au climat grâce à 
des subventions intelligentes 
directes (subventions qui 

c réent  des  i nc i ta t i on s  à  
l'investissement du secteur privé 
sur le marché des intrants sans 
fausser le marché) pour les 
agriculteurs vulnérables.

Il a indiqué qu'en vertu de 
l'accord, les partenaires ont 
convenu d'accorder au Libéria un 
prêt qui n'excède pas l'équivalent 
de deux millions deux cent vingt 
mille unités de compte (2 220 000 
UC). Les dates de versement du 
capital sont le 15 janvier et le 15 
juillet de chaque année.

Entre-temps, le président 
Weah a soumis un accord de prêt 
de financement supplémentaire 
entre la République du Libéria et 
l e  F o n d s  a f r i c a i n  d e  
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  ( P r ê t  
supplémentaire pour le projet 
spécial de zone de transformation 
agro-industrielle.

L'accord signé le 8 décembre 
2022 entre la République du 
Libéria et le Fonds africain de 
développement ("le Fonds") 
f ou rn i r a  un  f i n ancemen t  
supplémentaire au projet de zone 
spéciale de transformation agro-
industrielle.

Dans le cadre de l'Accord, les 
partenaires ont également 
convenu d'accorder au Libéria un 
prêt d'un montant n'excédant pas 
l'équivalent de 2 170 000 UC.

Les objectifs du projet sont de 
créer un meilleur environnement 
des affaires pour accroître les 
investissements dans le secteur 
agro-industriel et de créer des 
o p p o r t u n i t é s  p o u r  l e s  
investissements du secteur privé 
au niveau régional et coordonner 
l ' i n t ég r a t i on  de s  pe t i t e s  
exploitations agricoles et de 
l'industrie agro-alimentaire dans 
des chaînes de valeur agricoles 
durables.Il vise également à 
améliorer les capacités et les 
compétences pour bénéficier de 
nouvelles opportunités d'emploi 
et de chaîne de valeur dans l'agro-
industrie.

Le comité rendra compte dans 
un délai de deux semaines.

convoqués, en octobre et en 
novembre derniers, avaient été 
boycottés par le ministre malien 
de la Réconciliation, le colonel 
Ismaël Wagué, lui-même.

Il y a deux semaines, Bamako a 
officiellement écrit au médiateur 
algérien pour dénoncer de 
multiples violations de l'accord de 
paix par les groupes armés. 
Accusations rejetées par ces 
groupes. Depuis plusieurs mois, 
Alger, chef de file de la médiation 
internationale, s'efforce de 
rétablir le dialogue entre les deux 
parties et de sauver un accord de 
paix plus menacé que jamais. 

suspendu leur participation 
aux instances de suivi de 
l'accord de paix le 22 
décembre dernier, pour 
protester contre l'absence 
d'implication, selon eux, du 
gouvernement malien dans 
la mise en œuvre de l'accord. 

«  C ' e s t  n o r m a l  » ,  
relativise un cadre du CSP, 
qui compare la situation à 
ce l l e  de  t r a va i l l e u r s  
grévistes non payés. « C'est 
un acte de petitesse », juge 
un autre, qui rappelle que les 
deux derniers comités de 
suiv i  qui  avaient été 

Alimentation des femmes : l’Unicef tire la
sonnette d’alarme, notamment en Afrique
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T
he date is September 22, 
2022, which means that the 
rainy season is still in full 

force in Liberia. It’s been six days 
since he was popularly elected by his 
fellow partisans as the Standard-
Bearer of the Liberian People’s Party 
(LPP) at the party’s national 
convention in Gbarnga, Bong County. 

In his powerful acceptance 
speech, Counselor Gongloe had told 
his fellow compatriots, “Today, you 
have directed me to go forward to tell 
the Liberian people that a better 
Liberia is possible, if we collectively 
fight the high level of corruption that 
exists in the governance of Liberia, in 
order to save enough money to 
improve our health system, 
educational system, reduce food 
i n s e c u r i t y ,  i m p r o v e  o u r  
infrastructure, increase our use of 
technology and tap on our green 
energy potential in order to move 
from being an energy dependent 
country to a productive partner in 
improving the electricity capacity of 
West Africa.”

It is against such backdrop of 
receiving a national mandate from a 
cross-section of his fellow partisans 
during that historic gathering, to be 
the Project Manager of Liberia’s 
H e r c u l e a n  d r i v e  t o w a r d s  
transformation that Counselor 
Gongloe is determined to engage with 
his people, especially folks in the 
rural parts of the country and convey 
to them the good news that his peers 
have given him a preferment to seek 
the nation’s presidency and boldly 
spearhead its transformation. From 
the onset, many people were 
skeptical about the tour, because of 
the dilapidated road conditions. 
Many of the roads in rural Liberia are 
actually makeshift roads constructed 
by logging companies, to enable them 
transport their logs to the main roads, 

onward to the seaports for export. 

Because such make-shift roads were not 
intended for durability, the logging 
companies used logs as bridges over the 
creeks and streams along those roads and of 
course, the dismal result is that a few years 
after the loggers had left, many of the 
makeshift bridges collapsed, or most of 
them are now very risky to drive over, 

because they’re in poor shape. Moreover, 
following the 1980 coup, it seems that post-
putsch Liberian governments virtually 
abdicated their responsibi l ity of 
constructing or maintaining primary or 
feeder roads, a situation that has rendered 
road travels very difficult and dangerous 
across the country. Besides that, in spite of 
its 176 years of existence as a nation, many 
towns and villages in the country don’t even 
have motor roads; rural inhabitants have 
had to tramp for hours on bush paths before 
getting to their destinations.

As a son of rural Liberia and a frequent 
visitor to many parts of the country in his 
over three decades of practice as Liberia’s 
foremost human rights lawyer, Counselor 
Tiawan Saye Gongloe is abundantly aware 
of the near impassable road conditions, 
especially in the remote parts of the 
country. But due to his eagerness to reach 
out to the Liberian people--the rural 
dwellers--who continue to bear the brunt of 
the abject deprivation being callously 
unleashed by kleptocrats on the 
downtrodden masses, he’s not deterred by 
such vexing road conditions.

Born on August 6, 1956 in Glehyee-
Zorpeay, Yarwin-Mehnsonon District in the 
then Central Province, eight years before 
the region became Nimba County in 1964, 
Cllr. Gongloe has seen and practically lived 
in severe deprivation. He has seen and 
walked miles and miles on bush paths, when 
there was absolutely no motor road. He has 
experienced tramping twenty to thirty 
miles on bush paths, crossing the Saint John 
River in crudely dug-out canoes to sell farm 
produce in the Zoweinta market in Bong 
County. He has experienced walking for 

more than 12 hours from Glehyee-Zorpeay 
to Tappita, in search of a new school, 
because he had graduated from the 
elementary school in the village.

Because he’s readily familiar with and 
aware of the pathetic plight of the people, 
he was not deterred to embark on his tour 
of rural Liberia. If anything, the dire 
condition of the people, the fact that the 
Liberian people have over the years been 
relentlessly working, generally abiding by 
the rule of law, contributing their quotas 
to the socio-economic development of the 
country, but unfortunately, our people 
have been marginalized, neglected and 
deprived of the very basic necessities of 
life by their rulers in Monrovia, is the 
primary impetus of Counselor Gongloe’s 
indefatigable determination to spearhead 
Liberia’s pivotal Good Governance Project 
as we near the end of the first quarter of 
the 21st century.

As a result, he told members of his 
canvassing team to purchase some 
cutlasses, shovels and a chain-saw, or 
power-saw and other road-clearing tools 
as a sort of pre-requisite for embarking on 
his tour. With those crucial logistics 
mounted atop his four-wheel drive 
vehicle, Counselor Gongloe and his 
entourage embarked on the first leg of the 
LPP Standard-Bearer’s tour of the most 
neglected, most deprived segment of 
Liberia on September 22, 2022. Because 
he’s already familiar with rural Liberian 
culture, Cllr. Gongloe initiated his tour in 
Bong County, the county of his late 
mother’s birth, where he went to formally 
inform his traditional uncles that he’s 
contending for the Liberian presidency.

 
He visited at least 37 hamlets, villages 

and towns in the county, quickly 
immersing himself in traditional welcome 

rites, closely interacting with the people, 
sharing kola nuts with the older folks, 
attending local church services, engaging 
with the youth and helping to inculcate in 
them the virtues of honesty and integrity. 
He has been consistent in saying, 
“Government is a place to serve, not a 
place to steal” and his integrity-driven 

message seems to be resonating with 
the people. Palala, Zoweinta, Yolota 
were among some of the areas 
visited.

From Bong County, Gongloe and 
entourage went to Nimba County. 
J u s t  a s  t h e  p e o p l e  h a d  
enthusiastically welcomed them in 
many parts of Bong County, their 
arrival in the border town of Baila in 
Nimba County was exhilarating. It 
was as if the villages, towns and cities 
in Nimba were positively competing 
among themselves in staging the most 
festive reception ceremony. Whether 
it was in Kpein, Neingbei, Ganta, 
Sanniquellie, Gbahpa, Bahn, Buutuo, 
Saclepea, Kparblee, Tappita, 
Glehyee-Zorpeay and all over the 
place, Team Gongloe has been 
receiving a rousing welcome. In all, 
Counselor Gongloe and his resilient 
entourage visited at least 107 
villages, towns and cities in Nimba 
County.

On the third leg of his people-
centric outreach, which began on 
Christmas Eve, the LPP Standard-
Bearer crisscrossed Grand Bassa 
County. Besides meeting with fellow 
compatriots in Buchanan, Gongloe 
visited 28 other towns and villages in 
the county, among them Barsee Giah 
Town, Klein Town, Kpelleh Town, 
Desoe Town and Sue Town. From 
Grand Bassa, Gongloe and company 
went to River Rivercess County, 
holding meetings with and conveying 
his message of Good Governance and 
A Better Liberia directly to the rural 
folks. Again, he reached out to some 
of the remotest parts of the country, 
including sailing on a crudely made 
canoe for about 70 minutes on the 

Cestos River to get to some of his 
destinations. In Rivercess, the LPP 
Standard-Bearer engaged with his 
fellow compatriots in Boegeezay 
Town, Cestos City, Gozohn, Jason, 
Yarpah Town and Zia Town, among 
others.  

Tiawan Saye Gongloe:
Leaving No Stone Unturned

By Joe Bartuah

Counselor Gongloe is seen here striving to cross one of the risk-laden bridges in rural Liberia.
Despite its longevity, Liberia remains one of the least-developed countries in the world.

Counselor Gongloe at a welcoming ceremony in Lofa County.
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T
e n  o p p o s i t i o n  
political parties in 
Liberia including the 

main opposition Unity Party 
(UP) have jointly rejected a 
r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  
provisional national census 
result.

The  pa r t i e s  j o i n t l y  
petitioned the Liberian 
Legislature Thursday, 9 March 
2023 not to use the figures 
released by the National 
Population and Housing 
Census to set the population 
threshold for constituencies 
and to reapportion electoral 
boundaries.

The opposition political 
parties also petitioned the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission (NEC) and the 
diplomatic missions near 
Monrovia against honoring the 
provisional census results.

Their rejection of the 
census results come with just 
less than eight months to the 
c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  2 0 2 3  
presidential and legislative 
elections due 10 October.The 
opposition political parties 
that have rejected the census 
results include the former 
ruling Unity Party, All Liberian 
Party (ALP), Liberty Party 
( L P ) ,  M o v e m e n t  f o r  
D e m o c r a c y  a n d  
Reconstruction (MDR), and 
Liberian People's Party (LPP).

Others are Vision for 
Liberia Transformation Party 
(VOLT),  Movement  for  
Progressive Change (MPC), 
and Rainbow Alliance, among 
others.Article 39 of the 
Constitution of Liberia 
provides for the holding of a 
National Population and 
Housing Census every ten 
years to inform government 
policy and decision-making 
for the socio-economic and 

political development of the 
country.

Also, Article 80 (d) requires 
that the result of the census 
shall be used by the Legislature 
to establish the population 
threshold for each constituency 
and also requires that the 
National Elections Commission 
reapportion constituencies and 

electoral boundaries within the 
republic.Following the conduct 
of the 2008 census, Liberia 
dragged conduct ing the 
subsequent census which was 
scheduled for 2018, till 
2022.Addressing a joint press 
conference at the Unity Party 
headquarters, UP Chairman 
Rev. Luther Tarpeh said they 
strongly reject the preliminary 
census result.

According to him, the 
National Population and 
Housing Census is bogus and 
fraudulent, therefore, it should 
not be given space and 
consideration in the country. 
Rev. Tarpeh claimed that the 
census result has the propensity 
to stir conflict and hinder 
development.

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e  
government delayed the census 
much beyond the stipulated 
constitutional time frame and 
the census result is also 
f r a u d u l e n t  a n d  a n t i -
democratic.He contended that 
the opposition political parties 
found the preliminary census 
report clouded with inherent 
manipulation of figures, 
especially with a concentration 
in the Southeastern counties of 
Grand Kru, River Gee, and 
Grand Gedeh.

"We the major opposition 
political parties and national 
leaders have resolved to the 
following: We reject the 
preliminary result of the 2022 
N a t i o n a l  H o u s i n g  a n d  
Population Census recently 
released by LISGIS," said Rev. 

Tarpeh.
"We, therefore, call on the 

Legislature and the National 
Elections Commission not to 
use the figures of the census to 
set population threshold for 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  a n d  t o  
r e a p p o r t i o n  e l e c t o r a l  
boundaries,’’ Rev. Tarpeh 
warned.

The UP chairperson pointed 
out that the census from the 
very onset, showed a clear sign 
of being a failure, on account of 
the poor handling of the 
process.He argued that it was 
superimposed further by claims 
a n d  c o u n t e r c l a i m s  o f  
c o r r u p t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  
leadership of LISGIS.

Rev. Tarpeh asserted that 
throughout the duration of the 
census, scores of citizens 
across the length and breadth 
of Liberia were alarmed over 
the failure LISGIS to have them 
counted in this important 
national system.

Chairman Tarpeh further 
indicated that in consideration 
of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) 
protocol on Democracy and 
Good Governance, restraining 
states party from effecting 
change in national or electoral 
law six months before a 
pending election and the 
Supreme Court of Liberia 
opinion baring the NEC and the 
Legislature from deciding with 
the constitutional implication 
is unacceptable.

He, however, urged the NEC 
and the Legislature to refrain 
from proceeding with any 
elections-related decision, 
using the result of the National 
Population and Housing Census.

"However, in view of the 
aforementioned, we call on the 
National Legislature, and the 
National Elections Commission 
to proceed with the conduct of 
the 2023 presidential and 
legislative elections using the 
existing electoral boundaries," 
the opposition parties said.

"We also convey profound 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  o u r  
international partners for their 
unwavering support to the 
attainment of lasting peace 
and for their untiring efforts 
a imed at  conso l idat ing  
pluralistic democracy in 
Liberia,’’ Rev. Tarpeh added.

Receiving the opposition's 
petition at the Legislature, 
Lofa County Senator Joseph 
Jallah, and Lofa County 
Representative Clarence 
Massaquoi promised to take the 
request seriously, describing it 
as a national concern.

NEC Boss Davidetta-Browne-Lansanah

N
a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
C o m m i s s i o n  ( N E C )  
Chairperson Madam 

Davidetta Brown-Lansanah has 
told the Liberian Senate that the 
Commission is yet to receive an 
initial amount of US$4 Million from 
the Ministry of Finance to begin 
the 2023 elections process.

Appearing before the Senate 
Plenary Thursday, 9 March 2023, 
Madam Brown-Lansanah explained 
that the Ministry of Finance had 
promised to provide US$4 Million 
from the allotted US$10 Million for 
phase one of the processes leading 
to the conduct of the elections.She 
added that the Commission earlier 
submitted a budget of US$91 
Million, but it was reduced to 
US$51 Million following discussions 
between the Commission and the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e  a n d  
Development Planning.

According to her, phases one 
and two were allotted US$10 

Million each, and US$13 Million was 
allotted for phase three which is 
t h e  f i n a l  p h a s e  o f  t h e  
process.Madam Lansanah said the 
date to release US$10 Million for 
phase one is 15 March 2023, while 
phase two is 16 April 2023. She 

added that payment for phase 
three is on 15 May 2023.The NEC 
Boss revealed that these 
decisions were arrived at by the 
Minister of Finance, Samuel 
Tweah, and the Board of 
Commissioners of the NEC.But 
up to date, Madam Brown-
Lansanah said the Commission 
has not received the US$4 Million 
to jump-start phase one, 
contrary to the Ministry of 
Finance's promise.

Meanwhile, Madam Brown-
Lansanah informed the plenary 
of the Liberian Senate that the 
biometric voter registration 
process is ongoing across the 
country.She noted that some 
materials for the nationwide 
exercise arrived in the country 
some weeks ago, coupled with 
the training of staff for the 
smoo th  conduc t  o f  t he  
process.The NEC Boss indicated 
that several biometric voter 
registration demonstrations had 

been done, including marketing 
associations and political 
parties.She also disclosed that 
plans are underway with the 
consent of the Liberian Senate, 
to do a demonstration for both 
houses of the 54th Legislature.

sustained, and resilient 
economic growth in our 
partner countries as central 
to reducing poverty and 
dependency. 

We partner with host 
governments, local and 
international private sector 

a n d  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  
organizations, development 
assistance organizations, 
financial institutions, and 
other donors  to foster  
e n t e r p r i s e - d r i v e n  
development. Our programs 
expand enterprise-driven 

e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d  
employment through robust 
analysis, regulatory reform, 
t r a d e  p r o m o t i o n ,  a n d  
entrepreneurial capacity 
deve lopment  to  fos ter  
sustainable development 
outcomes.
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By Ethel A. Tweh

Prosper Africa Partners to invest $274 million 

2022 Census is a fraud
By Lincoln G. Peters  

'No money to start 
election process’

Opposition Leaders Boakai & Urey
Opposition Leaders PYJ & Whapoe

But riot officers contained the 
agitating women at a specific 
location on their bosses' orders 
without responding to their jabs.

While at the LNP headquarters, 
scores of Unity Party members 
headed by UP Chairman Rev. Luther 
Tarpeh also arrived to petition the 
LNP to speedily investigate the case 
and bring the culprit to book.The 
women were seen serving a hot 
c o o k e d  m e a l  a t  t h e  L N P  
headquarters and supplying their 
colleagues with bottled mineral 
water. 

They ate palm butter and potato 
greens soup and rice near the police 
headquarters. The women lined up 
in a long queue to get their food 
wh ich  was  se rved  f rom a  
vehicle.While the food was being 
served, the former Chief Justice 
along with her family and her 
lawyers came outside of the police 
headqua r te r s  and  met  an  

o v e r w h e l m i n g  c r o w d  o f  
supporters outside.

The LNP authorities demanded 
that Cllr. Scott and her family be 
rushed out of the fence instead of 
speaking to the group.

However, the women were 
angered by the police's order, and 
therefore, they rained insults at 
the police and branded the 
officers as CDC police.Speaking 
briefly in an interview with 
reporters, Madam Marthaline 
Kollie described the LNP as 
partisan police that is allegedly 
protecting those in authority and 
leaving the ordinary people 
vulnerable.

"We went [to] Cllr. Scott's 
house to sympathize with her. 
When we were there, she 
received a call that the LNP 
wanted to see her and that's how 
we decided to come along," said 
Madam Kollie. 
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A
 drama unfolded at 
the Liberia National 
P o l i c e  ( L N P )  

headquarters Thursday, 9 
M a r c h  2 0 2 3  a f t e r  
sympathizers of former Chief 
Justice Gloria Musu Scott got 
angered upon hearing a rumor 

that police had detained her.
The women groups mixed 

with former ruling Unity Party 
(UP) supporters and friends of 
Cllr. Scott converged at the 
police headquarters Thursday 
when investigators were due 
to further question Cllr. Scott 
and her family surrounding 
the brutal murder of the 
stateswoman's daughter, 
Charloe Musu.Police said they 

have identified Monrovia 
Mayor Jefferson T. Koijee 
and Monrovia City Police 
Officer Varlee Telleh as 
p e r s on s  o f  i n t e r e s t  
following attacks against 
Cllr. Scott which led to 
C h a r l o e ' s  g r u e s o m e  
murder.

Police invited Koijee 
and Telleh for questioning 
after former Liberia Truth 
a n d  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
Commission (TRC) boss Cllr. 
Jerome Verdier accused 
the duo of being the 
culprits in the attacks and 
gruesome murder  of  
Charloe. Both Koijee and 
Telleh have denied the 
a l l e g a t i o n s . B e f o r e  

Charloe's murder on 22 February 
2023, Cllr. Scott said she reported 
to the Minster of Justice and the 
police authorities two armed 
robbery attacks at her residence, 
but the authorities did not act to 
prevent the third attack which 
killed her daughter.

The attacks against the former 
chief justice have prompted public 
condemnation against the Coalition 
for Democratic Change (CDC)-led 
regime.The police took over two 
hours on Thursday interrogating 
Cllr. Scott and her family 
surrounding the gruesome incident 
that occurred at her Brewerville 
residence.She and her family were 
led by her team of lawyers in a small 
private black jeep at the police 
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  w h i l e  h e r  
sympathizers, including women 
from opposition political parties, 
drove in two big buses and others in 
private vehicles to make their way 
there.When they arrived at the LNP 
headquarters, police authorities 
mandated that the rest of the 
women who had assembled to show 
solidarity remain outside the fence 
at the police headquarters.

The women groups dressed in 
dominant black and white, threw 
jabs at the police when they 
became fed up that the authorities 
had held Cllr. Scott and her family 
for over two hours in a prolonged 
interrogation.
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Women gather in support of Cllr. Scott

Drama at police headquartersDrama at police headquartersDrama at police headquarters
-As women assemble in solidarity with former Chief Justice Scott

By Lincoln G. Peters
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