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S
ome  54  Ugandan  
peacekeepers died 
w h e n  m i l i t a n t s  

besieged an African Union base 
in Somalia last week, Uganda's 
President Yoweri Museveni 
said, in one of the worst recent 
attacks by Al-Shabaab jihadists 
in the war-torn country.

"We discovered the lifeless 
bodies of 54 fallen soldiers, 
including a commander," 
Museveni said in a Twitter post 
late Saturday.

The veteran leader was 
speaking during a meeting with 
members of his governing 
National Resistance Movement 
party, the presidency told AFP 
on Sunday.The toll is one of the 
heaviest yet since pro-
government forces backed by 

the AU force known as ATMIS 
launched an offensive against Al-
Shabaab last August.It was also a 
rare admission of a major military 
death toll by African Union 
members.

Al-Shabaab, which has been 
waging a deadly insurgency 
against Somalia's fragile central 

government for more than a 
decade, claimed responsibility 
for the May 26 attack, saying it 
had overrun the base and killed 
137 soldiers.

Al-Shabaab is known to 
exaggerate claims of battlefield 
gains for propaganda purposes, 
and the governments of nations 
contributing troops to the AU 
force rarely confirm casualties.

The militants drove a car 
laden with explosives into the 

base in Bulo Marer, 120 
k i l o m e t e r s  ( 7 5  m i l e s )  
southwest of the capital 
Mogadishu, leading to a 
gunfight, local residents and a 
Somali military commander 
told AFP.

Museveni had already said 
last week that "some of the 
soldiers there did not perform 
as expected and panicked" as 
s o m e  8 0 0  a s s a i l a n t s  
attacked.That forced a 
withdrawal to a nearby base 
some nine kilometers (6 miles) 
away, he said, deploring "a 
m i s sed  oppo r tun i t y  t o  
annihilate" the Qaeda-linked 
insurgents."The mistake was 
made by two commanders, 
Maj. Oluka and Maj. Obbo, who 
ordered the soldiers to 
retreat," Museveni said on 
Saturday, adding that they 
would face charges in a court 
martial.However, "our soldiers 
demonstrated remarkable 
resilience and reorganized 
themselves, resulting in the 
recapture of the base."

ATMIS has so far not 
disclosed how many people 
died, but said it sent in 
he l i copter  gunsh ips  a s  
reinforcement after the pre-
dawn raid.The United States 
also said it conducted an 
airstrike near the base a day 
after it was attacked.

U.S. Africa Command said it 
"destroyed weapons and 
equipment unlawfully taken by 
Al-Shabaab fighters", without 
specifying when or where the 
weapons were stolen.VOA

Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

Fighting intensified in 
several areas of 
Khartoum on Sunday, 

residents of Sudan's capital 
reported, a day after the 
expiry of a cease-fire deal 
between r ival  mi l i tary 
factions brokered by Saudi 
Arabia and the United States.

The cease-fire had started 
on May 22 and expired on 
Saturday evening. It calmed 
the fighting slightly and 
allowed limited humanitarian 
access, but like previous 
t ruces  was  repeatedly  
violated. Talks to extend the 
cease-fire broke down on 
Friday.The deadly power 
struggle which erupted in 
Sudan on April 15 has 
t r i g g e r e d  a  m a j o r  
humanitarian crisis in which 
more than 1.2 million people 
have been displaced within 
the country and caused 
another 400,000 to flee into 
neighboring states.

It  also threatens to 
destabilize the region as a 

whole.
Live footage on Sunday 

showed black smoke billowing 
above the capital.  " In 
southern Khartoum we are 
living in terror of violent 
bombardment, the sound of 
anti-aircraft guns and power 
cuts,"  said 34-year-old 
resident Sara Hassan by 
phone. "We are in real 
hell."Among the other areas 
where fighting was reported 
were central and southern 
Khartoum, and Bahri, across 
the  B lue  N i l e  to  the  
north.Beyond the capital, 
deadly fighting has also 
broken out in the remote 
western region of Darfur, 
already grappling with long-
running unrest and huge 
humanitarian challenges.

Witnesses reported that 
heavy fighting on Friday and 
Saturday had brought chaos to 
Kutum, one of the main towns 

and a commercial hub in North 
Darfur.

The army denied claims that the 
RSF, which developed out of Darfur 
militias and has its power base in 
the region, had taken over the 
town.Witnesses said a military 
plane had crashed in Omdurman, 
one of three cities around the 
confluence of the Nile that make up 
the greater capital region.There 
was no immediate comment from 
the army, which has been using 
w a r p l a n e s  t o  t a r g e t  t h e  
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) spread out across the 
capital.Separately Sudanese 
antiquities authorities said RSF 
fighters had withdrawn from the 
national museum in central 
Khartoum. On Saturday, the RSF 
released a video filmed inside the 
grounds of the museum, which 
houses ancient mummies and other 
precious artefacts, denying they 
had harmed the collection.

Fighting in the capital has led to 
widespread damage and looting, a 
collapse in health services, power 
and water cuts, and dwindling food 

supplies.In recent days the first 
rains of the year have fallen, 
heralding the start of a rainy season 
that runs till around October and 
brings flooding and a heightened 
risk of water-borne diseases.

The rains could complicate a 
relief effort already hampered by 
bureaucratic delays and logistical 
challenges. Aid workers have 
warned that dead bodies have been 
left in the streets and uncollected 
rubbish has been piling up.

Saudi Arabia and the U.S. said 
they were continuing to engage 
daily with delegations from the 
army and the RSF, which had 
remained in Jeddah even though 
talks to extend the ceasefire were 
suspended last week.

"Those discussions are focused 
on facilitating humanitarian 
assistance and reaching agreement 
on near-term steps the parties 
must take before the Jeddah talks 
resume," the two countries said in a 
statement.VOA

enegal's government 

Shas cut access to 
m o b i l e  i n t e r n e t  

services in certain areas 
because of deadly rioting in 
which "hateful and subversive" 
messages have been posted 
online, it said in a statement 
on Sunday. The West African 
country has been rocked by 
three days of violent protests 
in which 16 people have died, 
one of its deadliest bouts of 
civil unrest in decades.

Last week, the government 
limited access to certain 
messaging platforms, but many 
were able to bypass the outage 
with the use of virtual private 
networks that mask the 
location of the user. It 
extended the outage on 
Sunday to include all data on 
mobile internet devices in 
certain areas and at certain 
times, the statement said.

It did not specify which 
areas were impacted or at 
what times, but five Reuters 
reporters across Dakar were 

unable to access the Internet 
without a wifi connection on 
Sunday afternoon, a time of day 
when protests have generally 
started to gather steam.

"Because of the spread of 
hateful and subversive messages 
... mobile Internet is temporarily 
suspended at certain hours of the 
day," the statement said.The 
catalyst for the unrest was the 
sentencing on Thursday of 
popular opposition leader 
Ousmane Sonko in a two-year-old 

rape case. His supporters say 
the prosecution was politically 
motivated and he has denied 
any wrongdoing.

On Thursday, he was 
acquitted of rape but found 
guilty in absentia of corrupting 
a minor and sentenced to two 
years in prison. That sentence 
could prevent him from 
running in the February 
presidential election and 
protesters have heeded his 
c a l l  t o  cha l l enge  t he  

Fighting Escalates in Khartoum 
After Cease-Fire Expires

People board a bus to leave Khartoum, June 3, 2023, People board a bus to leave Khartoum, June 3, 2023, 
as fighting between the Sudanese Army as fighting between the Sudanese Army 

People board a bus to leave Khartoum, June 3, 2023, 
as fighting between the Sudanese Army 

Senegal Government Cuts Mobile 
Internet Access Amid Deadly Rioting 

Senegalese Gendarmerie block a road after protests 
burned tires and blocked roads in Dakar

Uganda Reports 54 Peacekeepers 
Killed in Somalia Jihadist Attack

Ugandan peacekeeping troops stand during a 
ceremony at Mogadishu airport in Somalia
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The Government of Liberia is yet to come clear on a 53.3 
carats diamond reportedly valued US$5 million that led group 
of aggrieved citizens from Gbarpolu County protesting before 
President George Weah’s Jamaica Resort in Paynesville last 
Thursday, June 1, 2023.

Hundreds of protesting citizens, including brokers, miners, 
and family members of a Liberian identified as Mohammed 
Kamara, who reportedly found a 53.3-carat diamond recently 
at a private mine in Gbarpolu County, protested before the 
President’s private resort, calling for the dismissal of the 
Assistant Minister of Mines, Emmanuel T.T. Swen, who they 
accused of hijacking [withholding] the precious stone.

Police arrested several of the protesters and dispersed the 
rest. But since the incident, neither authorities of the 
Ministry of Mines nor the Office of President Weah has 
officially commented, leaving the public immersed in 
speculations.

The protesters claimed to have reported the diamond to 
authorities at the Ministry of Mines, allegedly received by 
Assistant Minister Emmanuel T.T. Swen, who instructed 
someone only identified as “Kpaku” to give them 
US$100,000, but instead, they were offered US$80,000, 
which according to them, they rejected and demanded a 
return of the diamond.

The diamond was never returned. They are enraged and 
frustrated. Left with no other option, they are craving for the 
attention of President Weah hence, the basis for last 
Thursday’s protest near the President’s private resort, which 
was put down by riot police, characterized by arrests.

When law-abiding citizens peacefully converge to seek the 
attention of the highest office of the land, they should be 
responded to rather than violently turned away, as was 
experienced last week.

We believe rather than applying heavy-handedness, a 
roundtable discussion would produce a win-win resolution. 
That should be the role of government as custodian of peace, 
security and the happiness of its citizens.

Mohammed Kamara and his family members could have 
concealed the diamond in question and smuggled it out of the 
country without knowledge of government. But they chose to 
be nationalistic and law-abiding by reporting the stone to the 
appropriate authority.

It is sad that they are being treated as undesirable common 
criminals for doing the right thing. This is highly disappointing 
and frustrating. Government should hail these citizens for 
their display of honesty and patriotism rather than shunning 
them.

It is important that government come out and speak clearly 
on this matter to lay the situation to rest peacefully not only 
to maintain citizens’ trust but to encourage honest business 
practice that boosts revenue and drives an healthy economy.        

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

ONROVIA – My work has taken me 

Mfar and wide, across oceans and 
vast expanses of land, and I have 

been lucky enough to see firsthand some of 
the richest biodiversity hotspots on Earth. 
But at the end of the day, I always return 
home – to Liberia, to Africa, which offers 
the most extraordinary natural landscape 
and wildlife. The African continent is 
undoubtedly the planet’s biodiversity 
powerhouse. 

 Writing about Africa’s natural capital 
doesn’t do it justice. How can one 
describe a quarter of global biodiversity – 
including at least 50,000 plant species, 
some 1,000 different mammals, 2,500 
types of bird, and up to 5,500 varieties of 
freshwater fish – in a few words? It’s the 
same with Liberia: my country is home to 
large swaths of the Upper Guinean Forests, 
which is among the world’s foremost 
regions for mammalian diversity. It 
includes hundreds of thousands of 
hectares of freshwater wetlands and over 
six million hectares of forests, which are 
vital for the survival of endangered fauna 
and flora, as well as for local communities’ 
well-being. 

 Given its abundance of natural capital, 
t h e  c o n t i n e n t  s t a n d s  t o  l o s e  
disproportionately from biodiversity 
collapse. When human activity pushes 
animal and plant species close to 
extinction and throws ecosystems out of 
balance, it also puts important valuable 
natural resources at risk: Africa’s diverse 
biomes play a crucial role in global 
pharmaceutical innovation, ecotourism, 
and crop pollination. 

 Moreover, despite contributing only 3% to 
global greenhouse-gas emissions, Africa 
suffers disproportionately from the 
effects of a warming planet, losing up to 
$15 billion per year to climate change. 
Biodiversity loss exacerbates the problem 
by threatening the continent’s rainforests, 
an important carbon sink. And, given 
African economies’ dependence on 
natural resources and ecosystem services, 
it also impedes growth and development. 

 That is why Africa has been at the 
forefront of biodiversity conservation 
efforts, and climate action more 
generally. The continent is increasingly 
calling attention to the issue and leading 
the charge at negotiations, most recently 
at December’s United Nations Biodiversity 
Conference (COP15) in Montreal. Several 
African states, including Liberia, have also 
held developed countries accountable for 
their existing commitments at these 
international summits. 

 The talks at COP15 were ultimately 
successful, culminating in the adoption of 
the historic Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework. One of its many 
ambitious targets is to protect 30% of the 
world’s land and oceans by 2030. Also 
called “30x30,” it is a proposal that many 

in Liberia – including me, as a member of 
the Campaign for Nature’s Global Steering 
Committee – have long championed. 
Governments also committed to increase 
the annual biodiversity-related financing 
that developed countries provide to 
developing countries to at least $20 billion 
by 2025, and at least $30 billion by 2030. 

 Six months after this landmark agreement, 
we need to maintain momentum and make 
good on these pledges. As the staggering 
decline in nature and wildlife continues 
unabated, now is not the time to falter. The 
theme of this year’s International Day for 
Biological Diversity (celebrated each year 
on May 22), “From Agreement to Action: 
Build Back Biodiversity,” is a timely and 
powerful reminder of the urgent need to 
act quickly on the commitments made at 
COP15 and to shift our focus and energy 
from imagination to implementation. The 
recent G7 Summit in Hiroshima, where 
wo r l d  l eade r s  r ea f f i rmed  the i r  
commitment to the Kunming-Montreal 
framework, was a welcome step in the right 
direction. 

 But governments must deliver on their 
pledges to mobilize public finance if we 
want to achieve the “30x30” goal of halting 
and reversing biodiversity loss. The funding 
will provide a lifeline for the world’s 
ecosystems and plant and animal species, 
as well as some of the world’s most 
vulnerable populations – particularly 
indigenous peoples and rural communities – 
whose livelihoods depend on their local 
natural capital. 

 The global community has a history of 
breaking its word and shifting the goalposts 
agreed to in past climate and biodiversity 
deals. But the promise to increase 
international financing to developing 
countries must be kept. As global warming 
intensifies, we can no longer tolerate the 
repercussions of another deal like the one 
reached at the 2009 UN climate summit, 
which turned out to be mostly hot air. 

 World leaders have an opportunity to be on 
the right side of history. But any delay in 
meeting the targets set at COP15 will 
undermine this landmark agreement. The 
resources are there. After rapidly 
mobilizing trillions of dollars in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, developed 
countries should be able to move with the 
same speed to finance biodiversity 
conservation efforts. Their investments 
would yield significant dividends in 
developing countries, from supporting 
millions of jobs and generating billions of 
dollars in GDP to significantly reducing 
greenhouse-gas emissions. 
 The moment has come for decision-makers 
at all levels in developed countries to 
deliver their end of the bargain. Let us not 
waste this last chance to preserve the 
planet’s natural wealth. If we can get this 
right, Africa – and the world – will be better 
for it. 

2023                              

Government must speak
on the diamond saga

JUNE  06      TUESDAY      

Governments Must Meet 
Their Biodiversity Pledges

By Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
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Op-ed

  

onrovia, Liberia; 05 June 5, 2023: On June 5th, 1972, the first United Nations 

MConference on the Environment was convened in Stockholm, Sweden where about 150 
countries, including Liberia, gathered to develop guidelines for environmental action 

by governments and international organizations.
 
30 years later, Liberia took a huge step with the establishment of the Environmental Protection 
Agency by an act of the Legislature on November 26, 2002, to improve the physical 
environment, the quality of life, and economic and social living conditions for present and 
future generations.

Last year, which marked 50 years since the Stockholm conference, Liberia was amongst 50+ 
countries that engaged its citizens and other stakeholders in reflecting on the country’s 
environmental management efforts, as well as identifying priorities for the next 50 years. And 
the issue of waste management, especially plastic waste management, ranked high among the 
priorities.
As we celebrate World Environment Day this year, it is befitting that the focus is on tackling 
plastic pollution. Under the campaign #BeatPlasticPollution, we in Liberia must unite to find 
solutions to combat this pervasive problem.

It is estimated that globally only nine percent (9%) of 300 million tons of plastics produced each 
year are recycled. Globally, single-use plastic accounts for 91% of all plastic produced, and the 
production is expected to double over the next two decades. More than 30% of plastic waste 
ends up in water systems with projections that there will be more plastic than fish in our rivers, 
lakes, and oceans by 2050. 

Liberia, a low-income country with a population of 5.4 million and an overall Gross Domestic 
Product of about USD8 million, faces a serious plastic waste management challenge. The 
country generates 0.6 kg of municipal solid waste per capita every day, approximately 14% of 
which is single-use plastic. This amounts to an overall daily waste generation of 1.3m Kg, of 
which 84.4% is not adequately managed, finding its way into water bodies.

It is important to note that the fisheries sector plays a significant role in Liberia’s food security 
and economy, contributing approximately 10% of the GDP. Small-scale fisheries employ around 
33,000 people mainly along the coast of the country, contributing to the livelihoods of many 
communities.  Plastic pollution poses a severe threat to the sustainability of Liberia’s fisheries 
and marine resources. Plastic debris, including fishing nets and other fishing gear, entangles, 
injures and even kills fish, turtles, birds, and other aquatic species. 

While plastic refuses littering beaches, waterways, and oceans draws high-profile attention, 
an assessment of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization on agricultural plastics and their 
sustainability has warned that the land we grow our food on is contaminated with large 
quantities of plastic pollutants. Thus, plastic pollution also poses an additional risk to the 
struggling agriculture sector, upon which more than 70% of the population rely for income and 
livelihood.

Thankfully,  world governments in February 2022 adopted a historic resolution to develop 
an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine 
environment, at the UN Environment Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya. The negotiations on the 
envisioned treaty are underway in Paris with ambitions that the treaty will be ready by 2024. 

To beat plastic pollution in Liberia, there is a need for a multi-faceted approach characterized 
by collaboration between the Environmental Protection Agency, the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, the Liberia Revenue Agency, municipal authorities, local communities, and the 
private sector. This begins with developing enabling regulatory framework and incentives to 
reduce the importation, production, and use of single-use plastics in the country.

The government must drive policies that encourage recycling, promote producer 
accountability, and support initiatives that incentivize businesses to adopt sustainable 
practices. By working with the private sector, development partners, youth, and women in 
communities, the government can create a circular economy where plastic waste is minimized 
through recycling to create jobs and livelihood opportunities that contribute to poverty 
reduction.

Through its Livelihood and Employment Creation project that is implemented by the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry, UNDP has supported community-based entrepreneurs who are 
tapping into the massive plastic waste resource to expand and re-imagine their businesses, 
creating jobs and averting air pollution associated with the burning of waste plastic.

Now is the time to combine efforts, advocate, and support investments through the leadership 
of the government for improved waste management systems, sustainable recycling programs, 
waste separation, and proper disposal facilities to ensure that plastic waste does not end up in 
open dumpsites, drainages, and water bodies. 

Additionally, it is important that the government and people of Liberia harness the power of 
technology and innovation to create a future where plastics are no longer a threat but a 
valuable resource. There is also an urgent need to engage and empower local communities, 
including youth and women to fight plastic pollution.  There are already many youth-driven 
solutions that have been supported by UNDP and other development partners, including the 
Embassy of Sweden.

As we mark World Environment Day, the Environmental Protection Agency with the support of 
UNDP has mobilized more than 200 youth in the City of Buchanan to raise awareness and clean 
up plastic waste from the streets and beaches. There is a need to step up such community 
awareness and clean-up campaigns, and educational programs in schools to create behavioral 
change. 
By engaging youth, schools, churches, mosques, market women, local leaders, and 
community-based organizations, we can inspire a sense of national consciousness and 
responsibility that can unite people to keep the Liberian environment safe and clean, and free 
of plastics. 
Together we can #BeatPlasticPollution.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.   www.project-syndicate.org

OPINION

ERKELEY – Some of us are more optimistic than others about the future. We 

Boptimists recognize that it is still possible to escape from the traps that America’s 
Second Gilded Age has laid. 

 During a gilded age, productive capabilities are directed away from providing most 
people with necessities and conveniences, and toward exorbitant spending on status-
seeking and other worthless activities. Inherited wealth typically plays a major role, 
and it is often deployed to block and delay any transformation that could upend the 
status quo. 

 Consider global warming, which now threatens to neutralize much of the technological 
dividend that we otherwise would have had over the next two generations. We are in 
this mess precisely because coal and oil interests had enough social and political power 
to delay the transition to zero-emissions energy. Worse, segments of the socially and 
politically powerful regard democracy as a problem.  

 Both optimists and pessimists can agree that escaping our gilded age would make it 
much easier to address other problems impeding human progress. It would reduce the 
social power of those who profit from polluting the environment and damaging our 
democracies. Inequality would no longer stymie the market economy’s powers to 
crowdsource solutions. 

 What is the case for optimism? For starters, it is worth remembering that the United 
States did eventually emerge from the original Gilded Age in the late nineteenth 
century, and it did so by embracing immigration, expertise, and shared interests – the 
basis of the American Century that followed. 

 How did this escape happen? First, consider immigration. In the early decades of the 
1900s, the foreign-born share of the US population was as large and as feared as it is 
now. But this fear did not merely fuel demands to “close the border.” It also created an 
impetus for policies to integrate immigrants and their children into American society. 
This meant creating real pathways for upward mobility, and assimilating new arrivals to 
America’s foundational myths, particularly that America is a nation of immigrants. 
Almost all of us descend from people who came to the New World to avoid the mistakes 
of the old one. 

 The second factor was expertise. In the early 1900s, many elites understood that the 
Gilded Age was not producing a good-enough society. Although the Republican Party was 
the natural home of the rich, US President Theodore Roosevelt was far-sighted enough 
to understand the need to rein in the “malefactors of great wealth.” 

 Likewise, the steel magnate Andrew Carnegie was far-sighted enough to understand 
that private wealth is a public trust, and that, “The man who dies thus rich dies 
disgraced.” And President Herbert Hoover was far-sighted enough to understand that 
the US government could help spread engineering, managerial, and organizational 
knowledge throughout the economy. 

 That brings us to the matter of interest. All these figures could see that even the most 
individualistic society needs some degree of social solidarity. Americans’ “self-interest 
rightly understood,” Alexis de Tocqueville observed, rests on the principle that one’s 
own prosperity is best ensured by having independent and prosperous neighbors. 
Moreover, the threat posed by totalitarianism taught everyone that good societies are 
fragile. At the time, few would dare jeopardize their own interests by pushing 
institutions and norms to the breaking point, just so that they could try to seize more of 
the political and economic pie afterwards. 

 In short, everyone saw that policy corrections were needed. Not even the rich in 
America were benefiting from the extremely high income and wealth inequality of the 
Gilded Age.  

 The pessimists will say that history is unlikely to repeat or even to rhyme in this case. 
Today’s Republicans are nothing like those of a century ago. Even a supposed moderate 
patrician like Mitt Romney is not above describing 47% of his fellow Americans as willing 
victims “who believe that they are entitled to health care, to food, to housing, to you-
name-it.” The way he saw it when he was running for president in 2012, “My job is not to 
worry about those people. I’ll never convince them they should take personal 
responsibility and care for their lives.” 
 
 That was over ten years ago. Today, Romney’s colleagues routinely go even further, 
denouncing everything from “woke mobs” and “Big Tech ... corporations that have sold 
us out to China” to vaccine mandates (“modern-day segregation”) and efforts to teach 
Americans that while their country may be great, it is not always good. 

 Much of this may be just bluster to satisfy an activist base. Recall that when 
Republicans held a secret ballot, in 2021, on whether to retain Representative Liz 
Cheney as the chair of the House Republican Conference, 145 members voted in her 
favor, compared to only 61 against. Similarly, 17 Republican senators voted to advance 
US President Joe Biden’s 2021 infrastructure plan, and House Republicans just voted 149 
to 71 in favor of the debt-limit deal negotiated by Biden and Speaker of the House Kevin 
McCarthy. 

 Escaping the original Gilded Age was a long process, stretching from the Progressive Era 
of the early twentieth century to the New Deal in the 1930s. The road from the Second 
Gilded Age will also be long, and there is reason to hope that it will be built. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

Can America Escape Its 
Second Gilded Age?

By J. Bradford DeLong

Collaboration between government, private sector, and 
communities key to beating plastic pollution in Liberia

By Louis Kuukpen, UNDP Liberia 
Resident Representative a.i.
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In his 2008 US$1.4 Million corruption trial, former interim President Charles 
Gyude Bryant (late), in accusing the government of unfair trial said he was 
not being tried by “jurors of his peers.”

From a legal perspective, a juror of one’s peer is a jury whose members are 
from the same community as the person on trial.

It is also a way of getting a fair jury made up of men and women who could be 
considered peers of the person who is on trial. This helps in reducing the 
chances of bias among the jurors.

In the late Bryant’s argument, members of the jury who were charged with 
responsibility of deciding whether, on the facts of the case, he was guilty or 
not guilty of the offense for which he was charged were men and women 
outside of his social circle and therefore, not qualified to try him.

In other words, they could not understand the intricacies of the matter at 
hand and therefore could not have handed down a fair and unbiased verdict 
in the trial.

The late Bryant’s argument of not being tried by “jurors of his peers” is one 
of the fundamental problems facing the Liberian Justice System that is most 
often or not ignored by critics of the local justice system.

Human Rights reports on the Liberian Judiciary have remained focused on 
bribery and corruption within the local justice system and how the rich and 
powerful are able to manipulate the system to steer justice in their favor.

But what has not been mentioned beyond bribery and corruption, 
particularly in criminal trials is the role of jurors. An uninformed jury is 
totally not aware of the fundamentals of the case at hand and is unable to 
hand down a fair and unbiased verdict that could be considered a miscarriage 
of justice as well.

The argument here is that select individuals who are clothed with the 
authority to determine the factual questions and final judgment should have 
knowledge of the matter at trial and not just be hand-picked to sit on a juror 
panel.

From personal experience, it appears that some jurors are not just abreast of 
the charges or have no experience in such cases. In such situations, verdicts 
are most likely to be influenced by emotions, intimidation, etc.

When jurors are far from or not connected to the argument of the case at 
hand, they remained uninformed and have no idea about the factual 
question of the case at hand. Therefore, their verdict will not just be unfair 
and biased, but it will also compromise the entire trial.

This raises the question as to how jurors are selected to preside over jury 
trials here. In one particular case, I was told, the jurors were selected based 
on their college experiences and not their experiences on such matters.

Selecting a juror because he or she is a “college” graduate with no prior 
experience sitting on a jury panel to preside over a matter of national 
security speaks volumes.

In most jurisdictions, relevant life experiences as it relates to the case in 
question are considered an important aspect in selecting or de-selecting a 
potential juror.

Other things to consider could include but are not limited to the person’s 
ability to withstand social pressure, legal opinions, ability to be impartial, 
etc. To select a group of individuals who have little or no knowledge of 
interpreting the facts at hand in the name of forming a jury panel is a 
mockery of the intent of the framers of the Constitution.

In the late Gyude Bryant trial, the Liberian Government lost the case 
following a series of prohibitions one of which was a writ of prohibition issued 
by the Supreme Court. Bryant’s lawyers asked the Supreme Court to stop his 
prosecution on grounds that the late Bryant was a former head of state who 
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A
 land dispute in 
G a n t a ,  N i m b a  
County has left a 

pastor of the Salvation in 
Christ Ministry (SICM) in Ganta 
and two other persons 
wounded.

The victims were allegedly 
attacked by one Melvin 

Guanue who is claiming 
ownership of premises of the 
Church compound and other 
land.

The incident occurred over 
the weekend when Pastor 

Othello Fayiah and two of his 
church members had gone to 
do some renovation work at 
the Church, but they were 
reportedly attacked by 

Suspect Melvin Guanue and 
two of his family members.

Narrating his ordeal to the 
NEW DAWN at AGAPE Health 
Clinic in Ganta, Pastor Fayiah 
said he along with 17-year-old 

Aldophus Paye and Jefferson 
Gbaseh, 18, were carrying out 
renovation work when Suspect 
Melvin Guanue, accompanied 
by two family members moved 
in the Church and wounded 

them multiple times.
According to him, since 

2007, the Donzo Family gave 
them the land on which the 
Church is located.

He said following cessation 
of hostility in Ganta in 2003, 
t he y  r e t u r ned  t o  t he  
provincial city in 2014, but 
Suspect Melvin Guanue came 
in to claim the land, a 
situation that landed the 
Guanue and Donzo families at 
the Eighth Judicial Circuit 
Court in Sanniqullie.

Pastor Fayiah explained 
that since both parties went to 
court,  Suspect  Guanue 
continues to go under cover of 
darkness to demand the 
church to give him money, 
while the case is still in court.

He noted that Guanue’s 
alleged action was intended to 
stop them from carrying out 
work at the church.

After the reported attack 
last weekend, Suspect Melvin 
Guanue and two of his family 
members are allegedly on the 
run. 

Also speaking to this paper, 
a caretaker of the property, 
Dutee Donzo said the Donzo 
Family gave the land to the 
Church in 1997 and it has been 
used for Church purposes.

 However, he revealed that 
after the fall of Ganta in 2003 
and they returned in early 
2004, Suspect Guanue came in 
to claim ownership of the 
land.

He called on government to 
address huge land disputes in 
Ganta before it takes a 
different trend, cautioning 
that government’s refusal to 
address various land disputes 
in Ganta may likely result in 
serious violence.

This paper gathered that 
there are more than ten land 
c a s e s  i n  G a n t a  t h a t  
government is yet to address. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

more headline news       more headline news 

F
ormer Finance Minister, 
M. Nathaniel Barnes is 
concerned about the 

state of the Liberian economy, 
education, healthcare delivery, 
and infrastructure under 
President George Weah. 

Addressing a news conference 
on Monday, June 5, in Monrovia, 
Ambassador Barnes, who is 
considering to contest for the 
presidency for the second time, 
described the current state of 
the economy as severely 
compromised.

He says his primary concern 
l i e s  w i t h  w i d e s p r e a d  
unemployment that is affecting 
a  s ign i f icant  number  of  
Liberians, who are unable to 
secure jobs.

Barnes emphasizes a need for 
innovative solutions to create 
employment opportunities 
particularly, for the country's 
youth. He suggests identifying 
sectors where young people can 
be engaged and productive, 
while also providing them a 
guaranteed income.

He criticizes President Weah’s 
appointment of individuals who, 
he says lack the necessary 
education and experience, 
resulting in their inability to 
effectively deliver on their 
responsibilities. 

He believes that the current 
administration has a unique 
opportunity for transformative 
change, as President Weah 
himself emerged from poverty 
and understands the impact of 
politics on individual lives.

Barnes, also a former 
ambassador, notes that the 
fundamental problem with the 
current administration is the 
appointment of inexperienced 
individuals to positions of power. 

He further criticizes that 
these officials lack requisite 
expertise and intellectual 
capacity to identify and address 
the country's problems and 
issues. 

He calls for a complete 
ove rhau l  o f  government  
personnel to bring onboard 
technocrats to positions of 

authority. 
“These technocrats would be 

responsible for recruiting, vetting, 
hiring, providing appropriate 
t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  
individuals in their roles.” He 
explains. 

Barnes stresses the importance 
of building solid institutions as the 
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  
governance, which he believes is 
lacking in Liberia. He argues that 
establishing such institutions would 
also help in controlling corruption, 
as employees would understand 
their roles and the consequences of 
engaging in corrupt practices.

Furthermore, the former 
presidential candidate highlights 
corruption as a significant 
challenge that is hindering Liberia's 
progress, noting that corruption 
permeates the government, 
preventing effective employment 
practices, financial management, 
and the establishment of a robust 
revenue system.

He emphasizes that combating 
corrupt ion  i s  essent ia l  to  
addressing the country's problems.

He laments the overall condition 
of Liberia, describing it as a broken 

system, and points out that 
education, healthcare, and 
infrastructure are all in dire need of 
repair. 

Therefore, he calls for a 
collective effort from both leaders 
and citizens to rebuild Liberia from 
the ground up, rather than merely 
addressing the symptoms of its 
problems.

He acknowledges that the 
problems in Liberia have deep 
historical roots and have been 
ignored for a long time due to 
national denial.

H o w e v e r,  t h e  f o r m e r  
ambassador expresses hope that by 
acknowledging the problems and 
channeling energy into solving 
them, Liberia can overcome its 
challenges.

He says corruption is not just an 
institutional or systemic issue but 
also a psychological one and 
frowned at the belief that engaging 
in corruption is necessary for 
success or wealth accumulation, 
considering it a fallacy.

Meanwhile, Amb. Barnes says his 
intention to run again for the 

Pastor, 2 members wounded
By Franklin Doloquee/
Nimba County

Amb. Barnes decries poor 
economy under Weah

By Kruah Thompson 

Mr. M. Nathaniel Barnes
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T
h e  N a t i o n a l  
Chairman of the 
National Democratic 

Coalition (NDC) Professor 
A l a r i c  Tokpa ,  a c cu se s  
President George Weah and 
the Coalition for Democratic 

C h a n g e  ( C D C ) - l e d  
administration of looting 
Liberia’s national resources so 
they must hit the exit door in 
October’s Presidential and 
Legislative elections.

"The regime types we have 
in Liberia from government to 
government is stealing, and 
this regime type is lately 
represented by President 
George Weah, a footballer 
who is not a leader and must 
go”, Professor Tokpa says.

He describes Mr. Weah as a 

lucky gronna boy, who has 
little understanding about 
politics but is at the helm of a 
post-war country, killing its 
democracy while manipulating 
the use of power to control the 
wealth of the nation.

He stresses that though Mr. 

Weah must be appreciated as 
an individual soccer artist, 
who has helped elevated 
Liberia through sports, but not 
as a leader, something, he says 
clearly defines why the 
incumbent should leave doing 
the October poll, emphasizing 
Mr. Weah must go because he is 
killing Liberia.

Speaking when he appeared 
on Spoon Talk over the 
weekend, Professor Tokpa 
notes that Liberia is faced with 
leadership crisis, and the only 

way to resolve such crisis is 
step by step, beginning with 
the removal of Mr. Weah and 
his gangs, while the other 
would be a collective effort 
from citizens to agree on a 
renewal of a national agenda 
to fix the country, noting that 
Liberia’s problem has been a 
regime crisis that must be 
faced.According to him, the 
W e a h - l e d  r e g i m e  i s  
criminalizing the state, while 
accusing the President of using 
his power to control the 
Legislature and the Judicial 
branches of government, 
which should have been 
independent bodies under 
similar jurisdiction, but are 
now controlled by a “Lucky 
gronna boy.”

The Professor of Political 
Science at the University of 
Liberia questions where the 
Legislature and Judiciary have 
sat  down and a l lowed 
themselves to be controlled 
under an authoritarianism, 
noting that Liberia is not 
democratic, but an autocratic 
state.He continues that Mr. 
Weah has found pleasure in 
stealing and looting the 
country, while the executive 
controls the other two 
branches of government.

Professor Tokpa once served 
as chairman of the Department 
of Political Science at the 
University of Liberia. Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

more headline news       more headline news 

Liberia will be joining the 
global celebration of 
the Day of the African 

Child (DAC) on 16 June 2023, 
with an exciting indoor program 
scheduled to take place at the 
Mon rov i a  C i t y  Ha l l . The  
commemoration of the Day 
originates from resolution No: 
CM/1290 of the Heads of States 
S u m m i t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  
Organization of African Unity 
held in Abuja, Nigeria in June 
1990. 

This significant day aims to 
provide children with a platform 
to voice their concerns on issues 
that affect them.

This year's DAC will be 
observed globally under the 
theme "The Rights of Children in 
the Digital Environment."

Liberia will commemorate 
the day with a National Theme: 
"Promoting Digital Literacy and 
Security for Every Liberian 
Child."

T h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  w i l l  

commence with a vibrant 
parade starting from central 
Monrovia. The event is expected 
to be held across all fifteen 
counties in Liberia, with a 
national program planned in 
Montserrado County. 

Addressing the media on 
Monday, 5 June 2023, Joel U.K. 
Gray, the speaker of the Liberia 
C h i l d r e n ' s  Pa r l i a m e n t ,  
announced that the DAC 
celebrations in Liberia will take 
place from Wednesday, 7 June 
to 16 June 2023. 

As part of the activities, 
district and county elections 
will be conducted from 7 June to 
10 June 2023.

Furthermore, he revealed 
that on Thursday, 15 June, a 
National Children Workshop 
focusing on children and the 

digital environment will be hosted. 
The workshop aims to facilitate 
meaningful engagement between 
children, policymakers, and state 
actors to implement laws and 
policies that protect children's 
rights.

“This  Nat ional  Ch i ldren 
Workshop also intends to create 
equal opportunities for all 
children, including children with 
disabilities, street children, and 
children in institutional care, as 
enshr ined in the Liber ian 
Children's Law.”

Gray emphasized the primary 
objective of the DAC program, 
which is to empower children, 
amplify their voices, and promote 
their active participation in 
shaping a brighter future for 
Africa.

Referring to the UNICEF State of 
the World Children 2017 report, 
Gray highlighted the increasing 
influence of digital technology, 
including the internet, on 
children's lives, both positively and 
negatively.

He emphasized that digital 
technology has become an integral 
part of daily life, presenting both 
benefits and risks for children. 

The report also highlighted the 
potential of digital technology to 
incite violence, impacting the lives 
and futures of numerous children. 

H e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  
digitalization has transformed 
various aspects of modern life, 
including childhood, alongside 
g l o b a l i z a t i o n  a n d  
urbanization.Recognizing the risks 
associated with digital technology, 
Gray urged digital actors, social 
media bloggers, and the Liberian 
media to exercise caution when 
publishing content. 

He stressed the importance of 
properly screening content to 
prevent the abuse and violation of 
children's rights.

Mohammed Kamara, alias 
Junior Jack for the ministry to 
see.

According to him, there 
would have been serious 
confusion if his team members 
had not seen Barku with the 
diamond upon his return.

He explained that the 
controversial diamond was 
placed in the care of the 
Liberia Diamond Brokers 
As soc ia t ion  fo r  p roper  
surveillance.

Explaining further, Minister 
Swen revealed that the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy 
has since concluded its 
investigation and turned over 
the diamond to its legitimate 
owner, without clearly stating 
who this legitimate owner is.

 But Mohammed Kamara, 
alias “Iron Jacket” has claimed 
ownership of the diamond.

When contacted late 
Monday, Mohammed refuted 
that the diamond has been 
turned over to him, as alleged 
by the minister.

He accused Minister Swen 
of giving the diamond to 
Broker Barku to keep.

According to him, Barku 
was instructed to give them 
US$100,000 to forget the 

diamond, but eventually, he 
said the broker allegedly gave 
them US$88,000 which they 
r e j e c t e d  a n d  i n s t e a d ,  
demanded that they wanted 
their diamond back.

Mr. Kamara expressed 
dissatisfaction about the 
amount given to him and his 
team, saying “They gave me 
US$88,000 as a bonus for my 
53.3-carat diamond; this is 
unfair.”

 “I need my diamond, so we 
can have a real way of selling 
the diamond. We can’t sell 
diamonds without miners and 
the government”, he laments.

Similarly, Ma Fatu Borbor, 
owner of the mine where the 
diamond was reportedly found, 
cries out to Minister Swen to 
return the d iamond to  
Mohammed Kamara, who she 
described as her brother-in-
law.

 “I am appealing to our 
President, George Weah, to 
come to my rescue by returning 
to me my diamond discovered 
in my creek”, she demands.

Madam Borbor: “We need 
our diamond. I am crying on 
President George Manneh Weah 
to intervene so that [it] will 
benefit the district and county 

at large. This is a life-
changing opportunity for me 
and my children.”

H o w e v e r,  A s s i s t a n t  
Minister Swen says the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy 
had only tried to protect the 
K i m b e r l e y  P r o c e s s  
Certification Scheme, which 
states that no one can be an 
owner of precious stone or 
mineral without possessing 
certification license and that 
all minerals in the country 
belong to the Government of 
Liberia.

He reiterates that the 
K i m b e r l e y  P r o c e s s  
Certification Scheme under 
the Clean Diamond Trade Act 
that was signed into law on 
July 29, 2003, prohibits 
importation or exportation of 
rough diamonds from an 
unknown source unless it has 
been controlled through the 
K i m b e r l e y  P r o c e s s  
Certification Scheme (KPCS), 
which the Ministry of Mines 
and Energy has tried to 
protect in the current 
diamond Saga. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

Professor Alaric Tokpa accuses Weah 
By: Emmanuel wise Jipoh

Liberia joins other countries in celebration 
of the Day of the African Child

By Kruah Thompson 
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Une cour d’appel 
suisse a confirmé 
j e u d i  l a  

condamnation à 20 ans de 
prison d’Alieu Kosiah, un 
ancien chef de guerre 
libérien, et retenu pour la 
première fois l’accusation de 
crimes contre l’humanité.

La Cour d’appel du 
Tribunal pénal fédéral a 
d é c i d é  d e  r e t e n i r  
l’accusation de crimes 
contre l’humanité, qui avait 
été ajoutée par le ministère 
publ ic  et  les  part ies  
plaignantes pour le procès en 
appel en début d’année.

« Alieu Kosiah ne peut pas 
se satisfaire de cette 
décision » et il « va examiner 
tous les moyens à disposition 
pour rétablir la vérité », a 

écrit son avocat maître Dimitri 
Gianoli à l’AFP.

Il’se demande « s’il s’agit 

véritablement d’une décision de 
justice et de droit ou plutôt d’une 
décision politique ? »

Alieu Kosiah avait été jugé 
coupable en juin 2021, par le 
Tribunal pénal fédéral, de 
multiples atrocités commises 
durant la première des deux 
guerres civiles successives du 
Liberia qui ont fait 250.000 morts 
entre 1989 et 2003.

La décision est « historique », a 
déclaré à l’AFP l’avocat Alain 
Werner, spécialiste des droits 
humains, qui dirige l’ONG Civitas 
Maxima et qui représente quatre 
des sept plaignants.

« C’est un grand jour pour ces 
v i c t i m e s  l i b é r i e n n e s  
incroyablement courageuses qui 

ont traversé les mers pour 
trouver justice, et l’obtenir 
malgré Ebola au début de 
l’affaire, et Covid-19 à la fin 
», a-t-il souligné.

« C’est aussi un grand jour 
pour la justice et pour le 
Libéria », a-t-il dit.

La  condamnat ion  en 
première instance était la 
première d’un Libérien, que 
ce soit dans ce pays d’Afrique 
de l’Ouest ou ailleurs, pour 
des crimes de guerre commis 
pendant le conflit.

Alieu Kosiah, 48 ans, s’était 
installé en Suisse en 1998 et y 
avait été arrêté. Il est détenu 
depuis novembre 2014.

C’est la première fois que 
des crimes contre l’humanité 
sont jugés en Suisse, où 
l’inculpation de ce chef 
d’accusation n’a été rendue 
p o s s i b l e  q u e  p a r  u n  
changement de loi en 2011.

Meurtres, viol
Comme les crimes de 

guerre, les crimes contre 
l’humanité désignent des 
atrocités (meurtre, torture, 
viol) commises de façon 
systématique ou à grande 
é c h e l l e ,  e t  n o n  d e s  
é v é n e m e n t s  i s o l é s  o u  
sporadiques.

En 2021, Alieu Kosiah avait 
été jugé coupable d’une série 
de crimes de guerre alors qu’il 
était commandant du groupe 

Au Sénégal, un calme 
précaire s’est installé après 
les violences qui ont éclaté 
du 1er au 3 juin 2023, 
notamment à Dakar, la 
capitale, et Ziguinchor, dans 
le sud du pays. Seize 
personnes ont été tuées, 
selon le dernier bilan 
off ic iel.  Des troubles 
avaient éclaté dans la foulée 
de la condamnation de 
l’opposant Ousmane Sonko à 
deux ans de prison ferme 
pour « corruption de la 
jeunesse ».

A u c u n  i n c i d e n t  
particulier n’a été signalé ce 
lundi 5 juin 2023 à la mi-
journée. La circulation a 
repris à Dakar, les grands 
marchés sont rouverts. « La 
situation est revenue à la 
no rma le .  »  C ’e s t  ce  
qu’affirmait dimanche soir 
le directeur de la Sécurité 
publique, le commissaire 
Ibrahima Diop.

La  cap i ta le  tourne  
toutefois  toujours  au 
ralenti, avec la fermeture de 
certaines banques – il y a des 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

files d’attente devant les 
distributeurs, beaucoup ne 
fonctionnent pas. Ce n’est pas 
évident non plus de trouver de 
l’essence aux stations-service, 
beaucoup d’écoles sont toujours 
fermées. L’accès à l’internet 
mobile est toujours restreint 
depuis ce 4 juin. Et il y a de 
nouveaux appels à manifester qui 
circulent pour cette journée de 
lundi.

Pour l’heure, c’est le statu 
quo. Il y a des inquiétudes sur la 

suite, notamment en cas 
d’éventuelle arrestation 
d’Ousmane Sonko. « Une 
condamnation pénale doit 
être exécutée », disait le 
ministre de la Justice après le 
verdict. La veille, les avocats 
de l’opposant indiquaient 
qu’il était toujours chez lui, 
sans téléphone, « séquestré 
», selon eux. Son quartier de 
Cité Keur Gorgui était calme, 

Le gouvernement du Libéria n’est toujours pas clair sur le diamant de 
53,3 carats estimé à 5 millions de dollars américains à cause duquel 
plusieurs certaines de personnes ont manifesté vendredi devant le 
maquis Jamaica Resort du président George Weah situé à Paynesville.

Des centaines de manifestants, dont la plupart des courtiers et des 
mineurs, se sont amassés devant la boite de nuit Jamaica Resort du 
président George Weah, le long de l'autoroute de l'aéroport 
international Roberts à l'extérieur de Monrovia, pour exiger le 
limogeage du ministre adjoint des Mines Emmanuel T.T. Swen, qui 
aurait refusé de retourner un diamant trouvé par un jeune libérien.

Mohammed Kamara aurait trouvé un diamant de 55 caras à Gbarpolu, 
dans l'ouest du Libéria, et l’aurait remis aux autorités du ministère des 
Mines à Monrovia. La pierre précieuse pourrait être vendue à environ 
5 millions de dollars américains.
Des manifestants amenés par Bill Lama et Mohammed Kamara, alias 
"Jack" et Ma Fatu Nyumah Borbor, propriétaire du ruisseau dans lequel 
le diamant a été trouvé, ont pris d'assaut jeudi 1er juin la boite 
Jamaica Resort, appelant au limogeage immédiat du ministre adjoint 
Swen, qu'ils accusent de vol de bien.

Selon les manifestants, le diamant de 53,3 carats a été trouvé par le 
pêcheur Mohammed Kamara, alias "Iron Jacket" dans un ruisseau à 
Gbarpolu. Le ruisseau appartient à Ma Fatu Nyumah Borbor, qui serait 
une marchande de minéraux expérimentée.
Selon le manifestant Lama, c'est au cours d'une routine régulière que 
M. Kamara aurait trouvé le diamant. Il a ensuite informé les autorités 
de la région. La nouvelle s'est aussi répandue dans tout le pays comme 
une traînée de poudre.

Le diamant aurait été remis au ministre adjoint des Mines Emmanuel 
T.T. Swen, en tant que représentant du gouvernement, mais le 
ministre refuserait délibérément de restituer la pierre précieuse.

S'exprimant, chagrin au cœur, Mohammed Kamara a dit qu'il a trouvé 
le diamant pendant qu'il travaillait dans le ruisseau de Ma Fatu Borbor. 
Et il a informé les voisins qui lui ont conseillé d’en informer le 
ministère des Mines qui a compétence sur les questions minières afin 
que tout se passe dans la légalité et que toutes les parties en 
bénéficient.
C'est alors que le ministre adjoint Emmanuel Swen a été contacté. On 
lui a remis le diamant. Mais maintenant il refuserait de le remettre aux 
gens qui l’ont trouvé.
« Tout ce que nous voulons, c'est que le président George Weah limoge 
le ministre Swen parce qu'il est un voyou, c’est un criminel. Il a volé 
notre diamant », a-t-il dit.

« Nous ne dormirons pas et nous ne nous reposerons pas tant que nous 
n’avons pas notre diamant. Le ministre Swen a conclu un accord 
clandestin. Il a essayé d'utiliser son influence pour nous intimider, et il 
a pris notre diamant et l'a donné à ceux auxquels il préfère le vendre. Il 
veut profiter de notre sueur, mais cela ne fonctionnera pas », a juré 
Lama.

Le ministre Swen aurait remis le diamant en question à un certain 
Kpaku, à en croire ses accusateurs. Ce dernier aurait été demandé de 
donner 100 000 dollars américains à ceux qui ont trouvé le diamant 
pour oublier l'affaire, mais finalement, il leur aurait donné 88 000 
dollars américains qu'ils ont rejetés.
« J'ai besoin de mon diamant pour que nous le vendions dans la 
transparence. Nous ne pouvons pas vendre de diamants sans les 
mineurs et le gouvernement », a-t-il dit.

De même, Ma Fatu Borbor, propriétaire de la mine où le diamant aurait 
été trouvé, a demandé au ministre Swen de rendre le diamant à 
Mohammed Kamara, qu'elle décrit comme son beau-frère.
  « Je lance un appel à notre président, George Weah, pour qu'il vienne 
à mon secours en me rendant mon diamant découvert dans ma crique 
», a-t-elle exigé.

Madame Borbor : « Nous avons besoin de notre diamant. Je pleure sur 
le président George Manneh Weah pour qu'il intervienne afin que 
[cela] profite au district et au comté dans son ensemble. C'est une 
opportunité susceptible de changer ma vie et celle de mes enfants.

La police a arrêté plusieurs manifestants et dispersé les autres. Mais 
depuis l’incident, ni les autorités du ministère des Mines ni le bureau 
du président Weah ne s’est officiellement exprimé sur la question. Par 
conséquent, les rumeurs courent partout.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE  09

CONT’D ON PAGE  09

Le gouvernement doit s’exprimer 
sur l’affaire de diamant

Sénégal : calme précaire après les violences qui ont 
suivi la condamnation de l’opposant Ousmane Sonko

Peine de 20 ans de prison confirmée en 
Suisse pour un ancien chef de guerre libérien
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lundi matin.
Des voix s’élèvent pour 

appeler le chef de l’État à 
s’exprimer

Mais aucun camp ne semble 
vouloir lâcher du lest. Du côté 
du pouvoir, il y a eu durant le 
week-end des déclarations très 
fermes pour « défendre l’ordre 
public ». Le ministre de 
l’Intérieur a accusé des « forces 
étrangères » d’être derrière les 
m a n i f e s t a n t s  p o u r  «  
déstabiliser le pays », selon lui, 
sans plus de précisions, alors 
que le Sénégal s’apprête à 
exploiter le gaz et le pétrole.

Le ministre du Tourisme, 
Mame Mbaye Niang, est même 
allé plus loin, en appelant la 
jeunesse à « faire face, quartier 
par quartier, commune par 
commune ».

Le parti Pastef d’Ousmane 

Sonko a appelé, dimanche, à « 
accentuer et fortifier la 
résistance jusqu’au départ » du 
président Macky Sall. Dans son 
communiqué, il dénonce « une 
répression meurtrière » de la 
part des forces de défense et de 
sécurité.Bilan actuel : 16 morts 
officiellement, plus de 350 
blessés, selon la Croix-Rouge, 
quelque 500 arrestations.

Des voix s’élèvent pour 
appeler le chef de l’État à 
s’exprimer pour apaiser la 
situation. Dans le passé, face à 
des situations critiques, ce sont 
souvent les chefs religieux qui 
sont intervenus en tant que 
médiateurs, comme lors des 
émeutes meurtrières de mars 
2021. Si discussions il y a, elles 
sont très discrètes pour le 
moment.

Commentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022. www.project-syndicate.org 

AMBRIDGE – L'accord sur le relèvement du 

Cplafond de la dette qui vient d'être trouvé 
entre la Maison Blanche et les 

républicains - et qui doit encore être soumis au 
Congrès, ne règle pas le problème. 
L'affrontement partisan sur ce plafond est 
devenu un élément prévisible de la vie 
politique américaine. On peut avancer que 
cette situation tient à une réglementation mal 
conçue, mais cet argument est contestable.

La cause profonde du problème tient à ce que 
rien n'incite les responsables politiques 
d'aujourd'hui à rechercher des compromis. Dans 
un contexte de charcutage des circonscriptions 
électorales, de fracture idéologique tant des 
médias sociaux que des médias traditionnels 
(un phénomène encore amplifié par les bots, 
les algorithmes et les incitations économiques), 
l'instabilité ne pourra que s'intensifier dans le 
futur prévisible. Autrement dit, l'Etat fédéral 
pourrait se trouver plus fréquemment en 
rupture de payement et l'indépendance de la 
banque centrale pourrait être soumise à des 
restrictions plus fréquentes. Et comme on ne 
peut exclure un retour de Trump à la Maison 
Blanche après l'élection présidentielle de 2024, 
il est difficile de prévoir ce qui va se passer.

Atteindre le plafond de la dette ne contraint 
pas l'Etat fédéral à faire immédiatement défaut 
sur ses obligations. Ses ressources lui suffisent 
largement pour verser les intérêts, et le 
plafond de la dette ne fait pas obstacle à son 
refinancement.

Quand le plafond de la dette est atteint, le 
gouvernement ne peut engager des dépenses 
supérieures à ses recettes, car il ne pourrait le 
faire sans émettre de nouvelles dettes. Le 
Trésor pourrait donc contraint de faire des 
choix difficiles. Comme personne ne veut 
toucher aux retraites ou à Medicare, il faudrait 
retarder ou diminuer les paiements destinés à 
d'autres postes, ce qui pourrait conduire à un 
défaut de paiement partiel du gouvernement 
(ce ne serait pas la première fois).

Rien n'oblige le Trésor américain à cesser 
d'honorer la dette américaine, ce qui 
plongerait le système financier mondial dans le 
chaos. Cela ne pourrait se produire que si 
l'impasse durait si longtemps (des mois ?) que 
les pressions politiques exploseraient. C'est ce 
qui arrive généralement dans les pays 
émergents endettés qui se mettent en défaut 
bien avant d'y être contraints par un manque de 
capacité de paiement. Contrairement aux pays 
émergents dont les dettes sont souvent 
libellées en devises étrangères et les recettes 
fiscales très limitées, les USA peuvent émettre 
davantage de dette d'un coup de baguette 
magique, même si des dépenses trop 
importantes et trop rapides alimentent 
l'inflation.

Certaines des idées évoquées pour contourner 
le plafond de la dette pourraient être contre-
productives. Ainsi, le recours au 14° 
amendement risque d'être annulé par la Cour 
suprême. Auparavant, les républicains du 
Congrès pourraient refuser de voter les 
dépenses permettant au gouvernement de 
continuer à fonctionner. Frapper une pièce de 

mille milliards de dollars et la déposer à la Réserve 
fédérale pour contourner le Congrès mettrait la 
banque centrale dans une position intenable.

Le débat n'a jamais porté sur la dette, mais sur le 
pouvoir. Si les républicains prennent le pouvoir en 
2024 et finissent par contrôler la Chambre, le Sénat 
et la présidence, ils réduiraient probablement 
massivement les impôts, ce qui creusera de la dette. 
Par contre, si les démocrates reprennent la Chambre 
des représentants et conservent la présidence et le 
Sénat, ils voudront utiliser la dette pour étendre le 
champ d'action de l'Etat.

Les conservateurs pensent que le déficit provoqué 
par les réductions d'impôts est sans  importance, car 
il encourage le travail et l'esprit d'entreprise, 
générant ainsi une croissance suffisante pour 
rembourser la dette. Les économistes de gauche 
affirment que même en l'absence de tels effets 
incitatifs, les recettes dues à la croissance pourraient 
dépasser le service de la dette – l'endettement ne 
serait alors pas une préoccupation.

L'idée des deux partis selon laquelle une dette ne 
pose pas problème tant qu'elle est utilisée à bon 
escient est incroyablement naïve. Les taux d'intérêt 
réels (ajustés en fonction de l'inflation) ont chuté 
après la crise financière de 2008-2009, ils sont restés 
faibles durant la décennie suivante et ont encore 
dégringolé durant la pandémie. Mais dans les pays 
avancés, les taux d'intérêt à long terme (par exemple 
ceux des obligations d'Etat à 10 ans) sont beaucoup 
plus élevés qu'ils ne l'étaient lors de la pandémie. Par 
ailleurs le monde est devenu beaucoup plus instable, 
et il est quasi certain que beaucoup de pays 
occidentaux devront augmenter leurs dépenses de 
défense, ce qui mettra leur budget encore davantage 
sous tension.

A écouter les commentateurs démocrates, l'impasse 
récente est entièrement due aux républicains. C'est 
vrai, mais il est tout aussi vrai que Biden a fait sa 
campagne au centre, pour ensuite faire passer sur le 
fil du rasoir des réformes de fond qui vont affecter le 
pays pendant des années. Les républicains veulent 
revenir sur certaines de ces réformes.

Les démocrates soulèvent une objection : les 
républicains essayeraient d 'empêcher le 
gouvernement d'emprunter pour financer des 
dépenses déjà approuvées par le Congrès. C'est un 
argument stupide, car le gouvernement peut 
toujours revenir sur des projets de dépense à long 
terme. Mais un gouvernement efficace doit être 
capable de parvenir à un accord sur les dépenses à 
long terme qui ne fasse pas l'objet de réévaluations 
permanentes. Or l'accord de dernière minute sur 
l'augmentation du plafond de la dette ne va pas dans 
ce sens.

Au contraire, les USA étant sur la voie d'un nouvel 
affrontement entre Biden et Trump l'année prochaine 
- un affrontement dont Trump pourrait sortir 
vainqueur - une trêve pourrait être de courte durée. 

Traduit de l’anglais par Patrice Horovitz

Kenneth Rogoff est professeur d'économie et de 
sciences politiques à l'université de Harvard. Il a 
été économiste en chef du FMI. 

USA : le problème de la 
dette n'est pas réglé 

Par Kenneth Rogoff

armé ULIMO (United Liberation 
Movement of Liberia for 
Democracy), faction de groupes 
armés hostiles au mouvement 
de Charles Taylor, le Front 
national patriotique du Liberia 
(NPFL).

Selon le jugement de jeudi, il 
est reconnu coupable de crimes 
contre l’humanité s’agissant 
de s  che f s  d ’ accu sa t i on  
d’instigation au meurtre de 13 
civils, du meurtre de 4 civils, de 
complicité de tentative de 
meurtre d’un civil et de 
complicité de meurtre d’un 
civil.

Outre les 20 ans de prison, le 
t r ibunal  a  ordonné son 
expulsion du territoire suisse 
pour une durée de 10 ans.

Au Libéria, seule une poignée 
d e  p e r s o n n e s  o n t  é t é  
condamnées jusqu’à présent 
pour leur participation à la 
guerre civile et les efforts visant 
à créer dans le pays un tribunal 
chargé de juger les crimes de 
guerre sont au point mort.

En France, la cour d’assises 
de Paris a condamné en 
novembre l’ex-commandant 
rebelle libérien Kunti Kamara à 
la prison à vie pour actes de 
barbarie et complicité de 
crimes contre l’humanité 
pendant la première guerre 
civile libérienne.

En janvier, un autre ex-chef 
de guerre libérien présumé, 
Gibril Massaquoi, acquitté l’an 
dernier, a comparu devant une 
cour d’appel en Finlande, lui 
aussi accusé d’atrocités durant 
le conflit.

Parmi les principaux acteurs 
du conflit, l’ex-chef de guerre 
devenu président (1997-2003) 
Charles Taylor avait été 
condamné en 2012 par le 
Tribunal spécial pour la Sierra 
Leone, basé à La Haye, pour des 
crimes contre l’humanité et des 
crimes de guerre commis dans 
ce pays voisin du Liberia, mais 
n’a pas été inquiété pour les 
atrocités dans son pays.

Sénégal : calme précaire 
après les violences qui ont 

Peine de 20 ans de 
prison confirmée en 
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LIBERIANS    DEBATE

[ I n ]  t h e s e  

“elections, you 
can’t overlook 

anybody. It is a 50-50 
d e c i s i o n .  T h e  
opposition gets 50% 
decision to defeat the 

ruling party, and the 
ruling party has 50% 
opportunity to defeat 
the opposition, so all 
we need to do is 
whether government or 
Ambassador Weah must 

work hard and the 
opposition too must 
work hard, nobody 
must sit and relax. 
Nobody must dwell on 
that and say opposition 
are not united, because 
you don’t know their 
strategy. For the ruling 
government to defeat 
opposition, they must 
come up with good 
strategy, policy and 
tactics. Both parties 
have 50-50 chances of 
winning. The opposition 
is a big block. President 
Weah shouldn’t go to 
sleep and say he will 
defeat the opposition 
just like that, and the 
opposition shouldn’t go 
sleep and say they will 
d e f e a t  P r e s i d e n t  
Weah.”

With barely four months to presidential and legislative elections in October, politics is heating up across Liberia. Both the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic Change (CDC) and the opposition are throwing jives, with each side claiming to be better than the other. 
Incumbent President George Weah boasts that he has achieved much than any previous Liberian President and tagged himself as 
“Bad road medicine.” But the opposition, though divided, counters that President has failed and should not get re-elected.

In a random survey, The NEW DAWN asked several residents of Monrovia whether a divided opposition is capable of defeating Mr. 
Weah at the ballot box in October. Read their responses below. 

Topic: Politics By Naneka A. Hoffman

Well, I can’t 

“say yes or no, 
based on one 

fact that more than 
70% of Liberians are 
i l l i t e r a t e  a n d  
Pres ident  George 
Weah had been a 
celebrity before he 
came to politics. We 
have people who love 
him from 2005 up to 
this time and he has 
strong followers. He 
was senior senator and 
became President; 
ether he is not doing 
100%, but I can assure 
you that he still has 
followers. It is my 
prayer and wish that 
we see change in 
Liberia, but not with 
the opposition that we 
see. Firstly, seeing 
Joseph Boakai and 
A l e x a n d e r  B .  
Cumming  coming  
together first and then 

going separately; it 
shows un-seriousness 
because if they are 
willing to work in the 
interest of the Liberian 
people, they should be 
willing to work in any 
capacity because they 
know that they’re 
doing the rightful 
thing. No matter how, 
if they become one 

party or second party, 
the fact of the matter 
is they should work in 
the interest of the 
Liberian people and do 
t h e i r  b e s t .  T h e  
b r e a k a w a y  o f  
Alexander Cummings 
and Joseph Boakai, it 
will be hard for them 
to win the ruling 
party.”

The opposition 

“are not united. 
It will be very 

difficult for them to 
defeat President Weah 
b e c a u s e  w e  w a s  
expecting Ambassador 

T h e  

“o p p o s i t i o n  
can defeat 

President Weah in 
this coming elections 
b e c a u s e  t h e  
government lacks 
performance, it has 
f a i l e d  p o l i c y ,  
mysterious deaths 
and bad governance. 
I think the opposition 
can  defeat  th i s  
government.” 

The opposition 

“can’t defeat 
President Weah 

because there’s no 
unity among them and 
we keep seeing the two 

main parties attacking each other. 
It looks like brothers and sisters 
fighting. Opposition should be one 
body but they are so confused. I 
don’t see them winning elections. 
I don’t see them going close.”

Musa Dorley 

Joseph Boakia and Alexander 
Benedict Cummings to go 
together as one. But for Unity 
Party to defeat President Weah, it 
will be very difficult so, I am 
seeing the re-election of 
President Weah.”

Julius Sebastian Teclar

Sekou Massalay

Varlee Kromah

Adama Jah
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L
iberia’s  National  
Elections Commission 
(NEC) says it is 

investigating records of 
27,192 registrants that were 
flagged as duplicates in the 
biometric voter registration 
(BVR) across the 15 counties.

NEC chairperson Madam 

Davidetta Brown-Lansanah on 
Monday, 5 June 2023 released 
an update on the just-ended 
2023 BVR exercise, reporting 
a total of 2,471,183 as active 
registrants. 

S h e  s a i d  a f t e r  t h e  
registration exercises in 
phases one and two, the NEC 
c o m m e n c e d  t h e  
d e d u p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  
through the Biometric Central 
Management System. 

She explained that the NEC 
recorded a total of 2,498,904 
registrants from the 2023 BVR 
exercise after the completion 
of the data synchronization 
process.Of the 2,498,904 
registrants, Madam Brown-
Lansanah said a total of 
2,471,183 are reported as 
active registrants.

“27,192 registrants were 
flagged as duplicates across 
the 15 counties, while 529 
registrants were flagged as 
suspected underage across 
the 15 counties,” she said. 

“These records are being 
investigated through the 
adjudication process. All 
ineligible registrants will be 
r e m o v e d  a n d  w h e r e  
warranted, their names will 
be referred to the Ministry of 
Justice for prosecution,” she 
warned.

Concerning the ongoing 
investigation of the 529 
s u s p e c t e d  u n d e r a g e  
registrants, the NEC Boss 
stated that the Commission 
remains mindful in addressing 

the matter.
This is because registrants 

in this category may be minors 
and  the re fo re  have  a  
heightened degree of privacy 
u n d e r  t h e  l a w,  s h e  
noted.According to the sex-
disaggregated figures per 
county released by the NEC 
Boss, there were 1,257,490 

male registrants, or 50.32%, 
while female registrants were 
1,241,414, or 49.67%.

She said this will be 
a d j u s t e d  a f t e r  t h e  
investigation of the duplicates 
and suspected underage cases 
at the end of the Exhibition of 
the Provisional Registration 
Roll (PRR).

She noted that these 
figures are fully disaggregated 
per Electoral Districts and 
Voter Registration Centers. 

Add i t i ona l l y,  Madam 
Brown-Lansanah reported 
that 12,399 Persons with 
Disabilities registered during 
the voter registration period, 
across the 15 counties of 
Liberia.She said the use of the 
online Personal Data Entry 
platform helped significantly 
to reduce the time it took to 
process a registrant at the 
Registration Center.

According to her, the 
Commission successfully 
captured the data of 534,286 
p e r s o n s  t h r o u g h  t h i s  
m e d i u m . I n  a  r e l a t e d  
development, the NEC has 
informed Liberians and all 
s t a keho lde r s  t ha t  t he  
Exhibition of the Provisional 
Re g i s t r a t i o n  Ro l l  w i l l  
commence on 12 June and end 
on 17 June 2023. 

During this period, the 
Commission said all 2080 
Registration Centers will 
become Exhibition Centers 
a n d  w i l l  b e  o p e n e d  
simultaneously across the 

country from 8:00 AM to 5:00 
P M  d a i l y.  T h e  N E C  
encourages registrants to 
visit the Centers where they 
registered.

NEC said the Exhibition is 
to allow registrants to 
reaffirm their registration 
details; request corrections 
where necessary; and object 
to the inclusion of persons on 
the Final Registration Roll 
(FRR).To ensure that only 
eligible voters remain on the 
voters’ roll, NEC said it is 
important that the public 
bring forward all concerns 
dur ing  the exhib i t ion  
period.The NEC also informs 
political parties, coalitions, 
alliances, and independent 
aspirants that, based on the 
electoral timeline, the 
nomination of candidates for 
the  10  October  2023 
elections will begin on 14 
June 2023 and end at 5:00 PM 
on 14 July 2023 at the 
Samuel Kanyon Doe Sports 
Complex.He cautioned that 
this exercise is a critical 
element in the electoral 
process. 

“Nomination packages 
can be picked up at the 
nomination center at the 
S.K.D. Sports Complex, 
beginning June 12, 2023, and 
throughout the nomination 
period.” The Commission 
extends gratitude to all 
electoral stakeholders, 
including local, regional, and 
international partners.

It thanks the Ministry of 
Justice and the National 
Security Agencies, including 
the Liberia National Police 
and the Liberia Immigration 
Service for their roles.

The Commission also 
thanks owners of properties 
used by the NEC, the 
suppliers of the Biometric 
Kits and Software, Laxton, 
Neurotechnology, and 3D, 
and all temporary and 
permanent staff of the NEC 
for their work.

The NEC appreciates all 
stakeholders for their 
fervent participation and 
l o v e  f o r  L i b e r i a  
demonstrated throughout 
the conduct of the BVR 
exercise.Meanwhile, the 
Commission assures all 
L i be r i an s ,  and  o the r  
electoral actors that it will 
continue to work with all 
stakeholders and the public 
to ensure the successful 
conclusion of the 2023 
presidential and legislative 
elections.

NEC Boss Davidetta-Brown-Lassana

T
he Government of Liberia 
and European Union (EU) on 
Monday, June 5, signed a 

US$88 million package to support 
programs here as both parties begin a 
new phase of partnership.

Finance and Development Planning 
Minister Samuel D. Tweah Monday 
signed on behalf of the Liberian 
Government, while Head of EU 
Delegation to Liberia Ambassador 
Laurent Delahousse signed for the EU 
at the ceremony which was held at the 
EU Delegation headquarters in Mamba 
Point.

The signing took place in the 
context of the 50th Anniversary of EU- 
Liberia relations. In 1973, the 
Commission of the European 
Economic Community established its 
first office in Liberia, which has since 
been upgraded to a full diplomatic 
mission, the Delegation of the 
European Union to the Republic of 
Liberia.

The new phase of EU-Liberia 
development partnership stems from 
2021 to 2025, for which a total of 191 
million euros / 220 million US dollars 
has been earmarked. 

Under the new phase of the EU-
Liberia partnership, four programs 
have been identified for support, that 

are: strengthening inclusive and 
accountable democracy in Liberia, 
(about US$16,5 million).

This aspect of the partnership aims 
to promote a more inclusive and 
transparent democracy in Liberia. It 
will support the electoral cycle and 
sustain peace, enable the meaningful 
participation of women and inclusion 
of marginalised groups in political 
processes,  and increase the 
participation of citizens in the 
decis ion-making process  and 
accountability. The programme will 
be implemented with the National 
Elections Commission through the 

United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP).

The program also captured 
support for TVET (about US31 
mil l ion),  support  for  the 
Agricultural sector to boost food 
production (US$24 million) and 
support  for  forest ry  and 
conservation for a sustainable 
economic development (US$16.5 
million). This program aims to 
promote job creation and income 
g e n e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  
sustainable use and conservation 
of natural resources such as 
a g r o f o r e s t r y,  f u e l w o o d  
plantation, multipurpose tree 
nurseries, and formalisation of 
chainsaw millers. 

"The four new programs we are 
signing today kick off a new phase 
of EU support from 2021 to 2025. 
There are additional four 
programs that will be signed next 
year with the EU-Liber ia  
partnership." Amb. Delahousse 
added.

F i n a n c e ,  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Planning Minister Tweah lauded 
the 50 years of partnership with 
the European Union, saying it has 
not been a waste adding that their 
impact is vehemently making a 

positivity on the growth and 
development in supporting the 
Pro-Poor Agenda for Peace and 
Prosperity of this government.

Minister Tweah said the 
c h a l l e n g e  o f  L i b e r i a  i s  
transforming the potential into 
reality, adding that Liberia 
remains step-fast in tackling 
those areas which need to be 
carefully underscored. 

"We are to maximize the 
opportunity that exists in this area 
of the partnership to deliver 
better for the Liberian people.” 
Tweah said.

presidency is driven by his 
commitment to addressing 
these issues. He vows to, if 
elected President, uphold the 
law and hold accountable 
corrupt officials across all 
branches of government.

The presidential hopeful 
emphasizes the need for 
urgent action to address the 
deep crisis facing Liberia, 
calling for a comprehensive 
approach to tackle the 
economy, education system, 

c o r r u p t i o n ,  a n d  
infrastructure while urging 
Liberians to actively work 
towards improving the 
country rather than simply 
seeking leadership. Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

Over 27,000 registrants duplicate BVR EU injects US$88 
million in Lib economy

Starts from page 6 Amb. Barnes decries poor 

EU.Ambassador Delahousse
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T
he Assistant Minister 
of Mines at the 
Ministry of Mines and 

Energy (MME) Emmanuel T.T. 
Swen, who has been at the 
center of a 53.3-carat 
diamond here, has broken 
silence here for the first 
time, distancing himself from 

the precious stone.
The diamond in question 

was recently found in 
Gbarpolu County, by a group 
of miners headed by a 
fisherman identified as 
Mohammed Kamara, alias 
“Iron Jacket” at claim 
Number#9 Diamond Creek in 
the county.

Last week Thursday, 
protesters stormed President 

George Weah’s Jamaica Resort 
along the Robertsfield highway 
in Paynesville, demanding the 
dismissal of Assistant Minister 
Emmanuel TT. Swen, who they 
accused of holding hostage 
their wealth.

But commenting for the first 
time on Monday, June 5, 2023, 
at CEIO, a local intellectual 

forum in Monrovia, Assistant 
Minister Swen dismissed 
allegations that he is in 
possession of the diamond.

"There has been no diamond 
in my possession; the man who 
found his diamond has given 
the diamond to a broker. Baku 
(only) took the diamond to the 
dealers of Diamond Association 
for the Ministry to see it. (He) 
has his diamond, not me”, 

Minister Swen said.
"There is no safe at the 

Ministry of Mines and Energy 
to keep diamonds, and we 
have not kept a diamond 
before at the Ministry,” Swen 
said, wondering how possible 
it would be for him to keep a 
diamond that is being 
investigated and clouded 
with controversies at his 
house, “is frustrating to 
heard people say.”

According to Minister 
Swen, when the diamond was 
found in Gbarpolu County on 
Friday, April 21, 2023, it was 
the President of Liberia 
Diamond Dealers Association, 
Mustapha Tunkara, who 
brought it to the Ministry of 
Mines for authorities to see 
a n d  p r o c e e d  w i t h  
investigation since there was 
controversy regarding who 
actually found the diamond.

He says it was at this time, 
he asked Mr. Tunkara to keep 
t h e  d i a m o n d  i n  h i s  
possession, but he (Tunkara) 
told him that he could not 
keep a diamond that is 
surrounded by controversy.

Swen continues that the 
diamond was then brought to 
Monrovia by a broker only 
identified as Barku (Konneh) 
on the permit of several 
par t ies ,  inc lud ing  Mr.  
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Assistant Minister of Mines Emmanuel T.T. Swen
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