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Death Announcement

This is to announce the sudden death of Pastor Eddie Tugbeh 
Noah. This sad event occurred on June 11th, 2023, at the St 
Joseph Catholic Hospital.

He leaves to mourn his wife Betty Noah, his daughters Tenneh 
Noah Flomo, Barbara Noah, his son Dominic Noah, brothers, 
sisters other relatives and friends in and out of Liberia.

He served as the head Pastor of the Church of Christ New Georgia 
Sign Board branch and worked at the National Identification 
Registry.

Funeral service will be held on July 1st, 2023, at 9am at the 
Church of Christ New Georgia Sign Board branch. The remains will 
be taken to Gbengbar's Town on the RIA highway.

This announcement was brought in by his brother Cletus Noah, 
sisters Mary Noah Weah, Veronica Noah Gmah and wife Betty 
Noah unbehalf of the family.

S
inoe County- Golden Veroleum 
L iber ia  Inc .  (GVL)  has  
completed construction works 

on a 13.5-kilometer road linking Plouh 
community to Geekloh (Butaw 
Seasided) in Butaw District, Sinoe 
County, as part of 
its commitment 
to improving road 
conditions and 
c o n n e c t i n g  
communities in 
counties covered 
by its operations 
in Liberia.

T h e  r o a d  
project, which 
f u l f i l l s  a  
Memorandum of 
Understanding 
I n c o r p o r a t i n g  
Social Agreement 
(MoU/SA) signed between GVL and 
Butaw District communities in 
February of 2017, will now improve 
access to the local economy and reduce 
long distance walking by residents 
while enhancing transportation of 
patients and local produce to 
Greenville and other health facilities 
amid road connectivity challenge in 
the country.

The newly constructed road will 
help improve the lives of community 
residents, as the lack of roads has 
caused many citizens to move to other 
communities in search of better life. 
This is the first time those communities 
have gained access to a motor road.

Upon signing the MOU in 2017, GVL 
constructed 3 kilometers road linking 

GVL completes several projects in Sinoe County 
Tugbe Village to Jimmy Doe town in 
Ceedor township, Butaw District, 
including Butaw Nurses quarters, Butaw 
Senior High School, and the Butaw 
general market, one of several projects 
agreed upon.

GVL in partnership with the 
Government of Liberia through the 
Ministry of Public Works is currently 
rehabilitating about 272 kilometers of 
primary laterite roads connecting Pleebo 
in Maryland County to Weah Town in 
Tarjuowon Statutory District, Sinoe 
County.

In another development, GVL under its 
Golden Veroleum Education Support 
(GES )  p rog ram has  comp le ted  
construction works on two elementary 
schools in Ceedor Community and Sieh 
Town, including an auditorium for the 
Gibsonville School in Grisgby farm 
respectively, improving conditions for 
school-going children who once attended 
c l a s s e s  
u n d e r  CONT’D ON PAGE  11
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THE LIBERIA ELECTRICITY Corporation (LEC) has 
embarked on an ambitious program to electrify four 
communities in some suburbs of Monrovia. The Gap 
Communities Electrification Project (G-CEP) that seeks 
to expand electricity in slum communities and help 
curtail power theft is worth commendation. 

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for Engineering and Major 
Connections (PEMC) at LEC, Dele I. Shobayo, said the 
project is an effort to overcome power poverty, while 
decentralizing electricity to foster socio-economic 
development and improve livelihoods of residents.

THIS IS A noble program and should be applauded by 
every well-meaning Liberian, because it’s aimed at 
improving citizens’ lives by stimulation local economic 
activities and providing security.

THERE ARE DOZENS of communities in and around 
Monrovia and across the country that are without 
electricity. Citizens are subjected to darkness, local 
businesses are strangulated and students are unable to 
study at night because of lack of electricity.

THE G-CEP THAT is connecting 72nd Army Camp Field 
Community in Paynesville, Lonestar Cell Number One, 
Jacob Town and Iron Factory communities, respectively 
is poised to put smiles on faces of residents.

THOUGH THE LEC is faced with serious capacity 
challenge, but we hope that this initiative would be 
extended to other equally slum communities were 
citizens are walloping in darkness. It should not be 
selectively done.

BESIDES ECONOMIC AND social benefits, electricity is 
security, as it drives away criminals and others 
contemplating on carry out other dubious acts under the 
cover of darkness.

FOR NEARLY 20 years since the cessation of arm conflict 
in Liberia, lack of electricity has remained a serious 
hindrance not just to resuscitating the economy, but 
promoting security and maintaining a safe society.

IMMEDIATELY AFTER 8PM, major streets across 
Monrovia are deserted primarily due to insecurity 
exacerbated by lack of electricity that creates room for 
crimes to easily flourish. This is why we think the G-CEP 
is a game changer that should be applauded by citizens.

THEREFORE, WE CALL on government, particularly 
policymakers at the LEC to consider extending the 
program to other slum communities so that citizens 
there will benefit from similar opportunity.

COMMENTARY COMMENTARY COMMENTARY 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

EW DELHI – The global food system is 

Nbroken. Largely dominated by 
multinational corporations, it 

enables and encourages unsustainable and 
unhealthy production and consumption 
patterns and generates enormous waste 
across all stages of production and 
distribution.

The global food system also produces 
massive greenhouse-gas emissions, thereby 
inflicting substantial ecological damage, 
and deprives small-scale farmers in many 
countries of secure and viable livelihoods. 
Perhaps worst of all, food access remains 
profoundly unequal, causing extreme 
hunger to increase rather than decline.

Addressing this multifaceted dysfunction 
represents  a  huge and complex 
undertaking. Any potential solution will 
likely involve difficult trade-offs, given the 
apparent tension between responding to 
s ho r t - t e rm  p r i ce  i n c rea se s  and  
implementing long-term strategies for 
more sustainable production and equitable 
distribution.

The global fertilizer shortage is a case in 
point. Prices soared in 2021, owing to the 
rising cost of natural gas, an essential input 
for nitrogen-based fertilizers, and 
continued to skyrocket in 2022 after the war 
in Ukraine triggered economic sanctions on 
Russia, a major fertilizer exporter. But it has 
become increasingly clear that companies 
exploited this crisis to raise prices by more 
than the increase in costs. A recent study by 
GRAIN and the Institute for Agriculture and 
Trade Policy finds that the profits of the 
world’s nine largest fertilizer companies 
increased from around $14 billion in 2020 to 
$28 billion in 2021 – and then soared to $49 
billion in 2022.

It is important to note that the rise in 
fertilizer prices was not due to higher sales 
volumes. Rather, the price increases 
reflected “greedflation”: corporations 
leveraged supply shocks to increase their 
profit margins dramatically – from roughly 
20% of sales in 2020 to 36% in 2022.

While fertilizer prices have declined 
somewhat since the start of the year, they 
remain exorbitantly high for most small 
farmers around the world. Farmers in 
predominantly low-income countries 
currently must pay nearly three times what 
they paid just a couple of years ago to 
fertilize their crops. As smallholder farmers 
sink deeper into debt, many are forced to 
reduce their fertilizer usage, which affects 
yields and threatens domestic food security. 
Persistently high fertilizer prices, the 
United Nations warned in late 2022, 
threaten to turn the current “crisis of 
affordability” into a “crisis of availability.”

To prevent further disruptions to food 
supply chains, the governments of India, 
Kenya, and the Philippines have increased 
farmer subsidies, whereas the European 
Union has adopted measures to encourage 
domestic fertilizer production. But the use 
of chemical fertilizers is itself associated 
with major ecological problems, posing 

risks to sustainable agriculture and the 
planet. In addition to accounting for 2.4% of 
all greenhouse-gas emissions, chemical 
fertilizers are responsible for soil 
degradation, ozone depletion, biodiversity 
loss, and air pollution.

Given these risks, governments must avoid 
knee-jerk responses that will likely 
undermine ecological sustainability in the 
long run. Instead, policymakers must 
subsidize alternative agroecological 
technologies based on practices like crop 
rotation, natural fertilizers, and pesticides, 
which could help reduce reliance on 
chemical fertilizers while maintaining high 
yields. This approach would not only reduce 
costs for farmers, but also mitigate the 
environmental damage caused by nitrogen 
fertilizers. Moreover, these alternative 
technologies already exist. Although viable, 
they are the Cinderellas of agricultural 
policy, waiting for their immense potential to 
be recognized.

To be sure, this transition should not be 
pursued too rapidly. When Sri Lanka abruptly 
banned imports of chemical fertilizers in 
2021, the result was a dramatic reduction in 
domestic food production and acute food 
shortages. But a growing body of evidence 
suggests that carefully implemented 
ag roeco log i ca l  app roache s  cou ld  
significantly boost productivity and soil 
quality and could be scaled up as needed.

Unfortunately, most private investment and 
foreign aid, both from public and private 
donors, continues to bet on increased use of 
chemical fertilizers, rather than channeling 
more resources toward agroecological 
farming. For example, the Alliance for a 
Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), founded 
in 2006 with the support of major 
foundations, advocates an industrial model 
of agriculture that involves extensive use of 
high-yielding seed varieties in conjunction 
with reliance on chemical fertilizers and 
pesticides.

Independent studies, as well as evaluations 
commissioned by AGRA itself, have found 
that the organization is far from meeting its 
goals of doubling yields and incomes for 
millions of smallholder African farmers. 
Meanwhile, farmers across the continent are 
increasingly vulnerable as they become more 
dependent on chemical fertilizers and other 
purchased inputs whose prices have soared.

To tackle the environmental challenges 
facing our world and mitigate the worst 
effects of climate change, we must reorient 
the global food system toward a more 
sustainable and equitable path. This requires 
transforming many areas of food production, 
particularly the highly oligopolistic markets 
for agricultural inputs and crops. By reducing 
our reliance on chemical fertilizers, we 
could turn the current food crisis into a 
genuine opportunity.

Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
is a former member of the UN Secretary-
General’s High-Level Advisory Board on 
Effective Multilateralism.

LEC’s Gap Communities
Electrification Project is welcoming 

The Fertilizer Conundrum

By Jayati Ghosh
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L
e gouvernement du 
Libéria ne respecte 
pas pleinement les 

normes minimales pour 
l’élimination de la traite, 
ma i s  fa i t  des  e f fo r t s  
c o n s i d é r a b l e s  p o u r  y  
parvenir, selon le dernier 

rapport américain sur la 
traite des êtres humains.

« Le gouvernement a 
d é p l o y é  d e s  e f f o r t s  
globalement croissants par 
rapport à la période de 
référence précédente,  
compte tenu de l’impact de la 
pandémie de COVID-19, le cas 
échéant, sur sa capacité de 
lutte contre la traite. Par 
conséquent, le Libéria est 
resté au niveau 2 », lit-on 
dans le document publié 
jeudi 15 juin.

Le fait que le Libéria reste au 
niveau 2 signifie qu’il n’a pas réussi 
à progresser à partir de ce niveau 
dans sa lutte contre la traite des 
êtres humains, selon le rapport 
2023 sur la traite des personnes 
publié par le Département d’État 
des États-Unis.

Le rapport précise en outre que 
ces efforts comprennent la 
poursuite et la condamnation d’un 
fonctionnaire complice de la traite 
d e s  ê t r e s  h u m a i n s  e t  
l’identification d’autres victimes 
et leur orientation vers des 
services.

Cependant, le Département 
d ’ É t a t  i n d i q u e  q u e  l e  
Gouvernement du Libéria n’a pas 
respecté les normes minimales 
dans plusieurs domaines clés, car 
les enquêtes ont diminué et les 
responsables de l’application des 

lois ont continué de manquer 
d e  r e s s o u r c e s  e t  d e  
compréhension adéquates de 
la traite pour enquêter et 
poursuivre efficacement les 
criminels.

Entre-temps, le rapport 
r e c o m m a n d e  q u e  l e  
gouvernement élargisse sa 
prise en charge des victimes, 
en particulier les victimes en 
dehors de la capitale, qui 
nécessitent des soins de longue 
durée.

Il appelle également à 
redoubler d’efforts pour 
enquêter et poursuivre les cas 
de traite, y compris ceux 
impliquant la traite interne, le 
trafic sexuel, les réseaux 
criminels connexes et les 
fonctionnaires accusés de 
complicité.

“Former les inspecteurs du 
travail et les travailleurs 
sociaux aux procédures 
standard d’identification des 
victimes et au mécanisme 
national d’orientation”, lit-on 
dans le rapport.

Il souhaite également une 
meilleure collaboration entre 
les unités de police anti-traite, 
l’immigration, le travail et les 
autorités judiciaires, ainsi 
qu’un soutien financier ou en 
nature accru aux ONG qui 
soutiennent les victimes de la 
traite.

lus de 230 000 

Pmotocyclistes et 
c onduc teu r s  de  

tricycles ont promis de 
soutenir la candidature à la 
présidentielle du chef de 
l’opposition Joseph Nyumah 
Boakai, lors d’une cérémonie 
élaborée le jeudi 15 juin 2023 
à Paynesville, comté de 
Montserrado.

Boaka i  e t  p lu s ieur s  
dirigeants de l’opposition 
issus de différents partis 
cherchent à battre le 
président sortant George 
Manneh Weah dans les urnes 
lors des prochaines élections 
présidentielle et législatives 
du 10 octobre 2023.

L’ancien vice-président, 
qui est maintenant âgé de 78 
ans, a perdu contre M. Weah 
lors du second tour de 
l’élection présidentielle en 
2017.

Dans un communiqué de 
presse publié jeudi, le bureau 
de l’ancien vice-président 
libérien a déclaré que la 
Fédération des syndicats de 
motos et de tricycles du 
Libéria s’est engagée à 
soutenir la candidature de M. 
Boakai, un coup de pouce à la 
campagne du Parti de l’unité.

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

Le communiqué indique que le 
président général de l’Union, M. 
John AF Kenyor, a présenté les 
responsables de l’Union et les 
coordonnateurs des quinze comtés 
au porte-drapeau du parti Unity.

Selon le communiqué, M. 
Kenyor a déclaré que la bataille 
n’était pas la sienne, mais celle de 
la Fédération des syndicats de 
tricycles et de motos du Libéria.

Il a promis de faire en sorte que 
M. Boakai soit élu président du 
Libéria. “Le président général a dit 
à la foule que la décision concerne 
la nation et non les individus”, 
indique le communiqué.

Selon le président général de la 
Fédération des syndicats de motos 
et de tricycles du Libéria, « le 

Libéria se relèvera ».
Il a souligné que les 

motocyclistes ne seront plus 
exploités pour les ambitions 
égoïstes des politiciens et 
qu’ils ne seront plus des 
loyalistes aveugles envers des 
individus et des institutions 
politiques égoïstes parce qu’ils 
ont par le passé montré une 
mauvaise façon de diriger les 
gens.

Kenyor a déclaré que son 
syndicat fera partie de 
l’équipe de campagne du Parti 
de l’unité et appellera le parti 
à  reconnaître tous les  
coordonnateurs du syndicat 
dans les quinze comtés pour 
atteindre le maximum de 
dividendes politiques avant les 
élections du 10 octobre.

Le ministre des Finances Samuel D. Tweah a menacé de retenir 
les salaires des ministres, des directeurs d’agences et des 
commissaires des commissions s’ils ne présentent pas leurs 
rapports sur l’exécution du budget selon le délai imparti. 

“Ce n’est pas moi qui ai fait cette loi ; c’est le parlement. La loi 
demande au ministre des Finances de retenir les salaires des 
fonctionnaires qui n’auront pas présenté leur rapport sur 
l’utilisation du budget qui leur a été alloué », a expliqué Tweah 
le lundi 4 juin, lors de la cérémonie de signature de quatre 
nouveaux accords entre le gouvernement du Libéria et l’Union 
européenne. Il s’agit des accords financiers de 80 et 88 millions 
de dollars américains.

Mais nous pensons que cette mesure est très tardive.

Quand est-ce que le ministre Tweah s’est-il rendu compte que 
ces institutions ne présentent pas de rapports de performance 
pour les fonds qui leur sont alloués ?

Il est au pouvoir depuis cinq ans, il n’a jamais appliqué une telle 
loi. Alors pourquoi maintenant ? 

D’année en année, cela a été un problème majeur pour les 
ministres, les directeurs de société et les chefs de commissions 
qui comparaissent devant l’Assemblée législative pour 
défendre leurs budgets. En fait, les ministres ont l’audace de 
demander des augmentations de leurs allocations sans 
présenter des rapports détaillés des dépenses de l’année 
précédente. Et le gouvernement, sous la direction du ministre 
Samuel Tweah, a procédé à des augmentations pour plusieurs 
ministères.

Par exemple, des augmentations ont été faites pour les 
ministères de la santé, de l’éducation et de l’agriculture, parmi 
plusieurs autres, sans qu’il y ait eu de rapport sur les dépenses 
de l’exercice précédent. Aujourd’hui, le secteur de l’éducation 
du pays est en ruine, des bâtiments scolaires publics étant 
délabrés. Les écoles à travers le pays sont dotées d’enseignants 
bénévoles qui ne reçoivent pas encore de salaire.

C’est aussi le cas pour les secteurs de la santé et de 
l’agriculture, où des millions ont été alloués par le ministère 
des Finances sans aucun progrès sur le terrain.

Et maintenant, Tweah veut faire croire aux partenaires 
étrangers qu’il est sérieux en matière de gestion des finances 
publiques, alors que la réalité en pratique est totalement le 
contraire.

En fait, la loi sur la gestion des finances publiques du Libéria est 
en vigueur depuis l’administration de l’ancienne présidente 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. Alors pourquoi Tweah, en tant que 
ministre des Finances, n’a-t-il pas appliqué cette loi comme une 
politique financière prudente jusqu’à présent ?

Ce sont quelques-uns des services de pure forme de nos 
fonctionnaires. Sans volonté politique, ils prétendent être durs 
dans l’application des lois, pourtant en réalité c’est toute une 
autre chose. Cela a maintenu le Libéria dans un cercle vicieux 
sans aucun progrès tangible.

Le gouvernement essaie de se faire passer pour des gens durs en 
pleine année électorale. Mais qu’il fasse attention car cette 
stratégie pourrait éroder davantage la confiance du public. Il 
risque bien de se tirer une balle dans la jambe avec les 
munitions du ministre Tweah, qui semble faire preuve d’un zèle 
excessif pour faire sortir un visage qui n’existe pas.

Si la bonne chose n’a jamais été faite au début, dans quelle 
mesure peut-elle être pertinente à la fin ?

Éditorial
La menace du ministre 
Tweah n’est qu’une farce

Le Libéria fait des efforts considérables
dans l’arrêt de la traite des êtres humains

Plus de 230 000 motocyclistes promettent
leur soutien à Boakai
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M
r.  Alexander B. 
C u m m i n g s  h a s  
expressed regret 

with shame that Liberia after 
176 years, the Monrovia- 

Harper highway remains 
disastrous and impassable year 
after year, requiring citizens to 
pass through the Ivory Coast in 
order to safely access the 
southeast.

Cummings, Standard Bearer 
of the Collaborating Political 
Parties (CPP), returned to 
Monrovia over the weekend, 
after a week-long visit to 
consult with citizens in 
Maryland, Rivergee, and Grand 
Kru Counties.

Cummings decried the 
nonchalant  att i tude of  
L i b e r i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  
authorities, knowing that the 
same portions of the road are 

o f t e n  d i s a s t r o u s  a n d  
impassable, yet the Weah 
government cares less to 
ensure durable repair works to 
ease traveling.

The CPP Standard Bearer 
made the observation when he 

addressed journalists in rural 
Liberia on Thursday, June 15.

Cummings who hails from 
Maryland County, assured 
citizens and his kinsmen that 
r o a d  c o n n e c t i v i t y  a n d  
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
hinterland including the 
Monrovia-Harper highway, will 
be  top  pr ior i ty  o f  h i s  
administration when elected 
President, come October 10.

Responding to journalists 
asking why should Liberians 
e lect  h im as  the next  
President, Cummings said he is 
the best qualified and has the 
experience to revive the ailing 
Liberian economy.

Cummings said jump-
starting the ailing economy is 
critically urgent to reduce the 
high unemployment rate, pay 
Liberian workers decent 
wages, and support the 
development of a vibrant 
private sector with active 
participation and ownership by 
Liberians.

"This is my area that I know 
best, fixing the economy to 
a t t r a c t  f o r e i g n  d i r e c t  
investment aimed at creating 
m a s s i v e  e m p l o y m e n t  
opportunities for Liberians, 
both skilled and unskilled," 
Cummings said.

He said while other sectors 
including education and health 
will be given due attention, 
economic revival and job 
creation are the prerequisites 
to alleviating the extreme 
suffering and poverty that has 
gripped the nation.

The CPP Standard Bearer 
said Liberians have tested 
President George Weah and by 
evidence of the deplorable 
living conditions and massive 
suffering, he has failed 
miserably and made Liberia a 
l a u g h i n g s t o c k  i n  t h e  
international community.

C u m m i n g s  e x p r e s s e d  
c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  w i t h  
Counsellor Charlyne Brumskine 
as Vice Standard Bearer, whom 
he describes as smart, and a 
legal luminary, the CPP will 
restore good governance and 
institute REAL CHANGE that 
wil l  improve the l iving 
conditions of the vast majority.

more headline news       more headline news 

T
he Liberia Electricity 
Corporation (LEC) has 
commenced the Gap 

Communities Electrification 
Project (G-CEP) Project, which 
seeks to expand electricity in 
slum communities and help 
curtail power theft.

The Executive Director for 
E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  M a j o r  
Connections (PEMC) at LEC, Dele 
I. Shobayo, said the project is an 
effort to overcome power 
poverty while decentralizing 
electricity to foster socio-
economic development and 
improve livelihoods of residents.

According to Mr. Shobayo, 
communities targeted were not 
initially part of the LEC- Power- 
grid plan across the country, but 
it's the Corporation’s own way of 
supporting government’s efforts 
to improve livelihoods while 
emphasizing that the initiative 

with support from donors, is to 
help reach out to communities 
that were not mapped in an 
effort to halt heavy load on 
transformers by people involved 
in power theft.

 “This exercise is our usual 
routine' and work; what we have 
come here today to do is to track 
the progress of the gap 
communities electrification 
project (G-CEP) so that those 
communities that were not 
initially captured as part of the 
LEC- Power Grid, and to ensure 
we place transformers in these 
communities so that they can 
benefit electricity”, said 
Shobayo.

He said the Gap Communities 
Electrification Project (G-CEP) is 
an initial pilot project targeting 
four communities, including 
7 2 n d  A r m y  C a m p  F i e l d  
Community, Lonestar Cell 
Number One, Jacob Town, and 
I ron Factory Community,  
respectively.

 He assured that these 
communities will soon benefit 

from genuine electricity services 
that will be switched on by the 
Chairman of the Board Monie R. 
Captan as part of efforts to foster 
socio-economic development and 
prosperity to residents, serving 
over 1,500 private households and 
businesses, such as provision 
shops, bakeries and mobile 
recharging booths, among others.

H o w e v e r,  M r.  S h o b a y o  
acknowledged that electricity 
remains a huge gap that needs to 
be filled in the country’s journey to 
fulfilling its full potential.

In response, beneficiaries of the 
targeted communities have lauded 
the Government of Liberia through 
the LEC Management for timely 
reaching out to them.

Elder David Lame, of Lone Star 
Cell Number One, Jacob Town 
Community, lauded the LEC team 
for restoring electricity to the 
community, which has been finding 
it very difficult to have electricity, 
something, he noted poses threat 

to safety of residents and increases 
crimes.

Elder Lame said that with the 
coming of the gap electrification 
project, security is being restored 
to the community.

Also speaking, Mr. Senisee 
Sesay, Chairman of the 72nd 
Community commended the LEC 
for the initiative and explained 
that the community had been 
challenged by lack of electricity 
over the years.

The electrification of the 
community will help to alleviate 
poverty and improve livelihoods, 
as gone are those days when 
residents used to suffer to charge 
their phones and carry on other 
basic social services, said Mrs. 
Krubo Mulbah, Chairlady of 72nd 
Army Camp Field Community.

“Thanks to the Government of 
Liberia and people of LEC for 
fulfilling their promise to us as a 
people; we have been suffering 
over the years for electricity and 
this will go down in our hearts, 
Chairlady Mulbah expressed with 
joy. Editing by Jonathan Browne

he leader of Liberia 

TF i r s t  M o v e m e n t  
Sheikh Al Moustapha 

Kouyateh says Liberia is 
bleeding excessively due to 
injustice and bad governance 
b y  t h e  W e a h - l e d  
administration. 

Addressing a major press 
conference over the weekend 
in Monrovia, he named 
corruption, injustice and 
irresponsible leadership under 
President George Manneh 
Weah’s administration as tools 
that have plagued the nation 
for far too long. 

According to Mr. Kouyateh, 
these vices are killing and 
damaging the fabric of 
Liberian society. 

“I stand before you today to 
address an issue that has 
plagued our nation for far too 
long. Corruption, injustice, 
and irresponsible leadership 
u n d e r  t h e  W e a h - l e d  
gove rnment ,”  s a id  Mr.  
Kouyateh. 

“These issues have resulted 
in the suffering of our people, 
the decay of our institutions, 
and the erosion of our 
democracy," he noted. 

The opposition politician 
alleged that he has seen the 
rise of corruption in every 
sector of the society, from the 
highest levels of government to 
the lowest bureaucrat under 
President Weah.  

The head of the Liberia First 
Movement continued that he 
has also seen the abuse of 

By Lincoln G. Peters 

Shameful to access southeast through Ivory Coast 
-Cummings 

p o w e r,  t h e  a l l e g e d  
embezzlement of public funds, 
and the alleged theft of 
national resources. 

Mr. Kouyateh maintained 
that he has seen the effects of 
th i s  cor rupt ion  in  the  
crumbling infrastructure, the 
lack of basic services, and the 
poor state of the healthcare 
and education systems of 
Liberia. 

But the opposition leader 
encouraged Liberians that 
with all that is happening, they 
must not be silent in the face 
of these injustices.

‘Liberia bleeding excessively’
–Sheikh Al Moustapha Kouyateh says

By Emmanuel wise Jipoh 

LEC electrifies 4 communities 
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T
housands of Bong 
County  c i t i zens  
including partisans, 

supporters, sympathizers and 
w e l l - w i s h e r s  o f  t h e  
Collaborating Political Parties 
(CPP), turned out in mass at 
the David Kuyon Sports 
Stadium in Gbarnga, on 

Saturday, June 17, to endorse 
the Presidential bid of Mr. 
Alexander B. Cummings, 
come October 10.

The colorful ceremonies, 
organized by former Bong 
County Senator Henry W. 
Ya l l ah  and  o ther  CPP 
Representative Aspirants was 
joined by a Christian Faith 
Political Movement, 'Kindom 
Legislators Inc.' who pledged 
their unflinching support and 
loyalty to the election of Mr. 
Cummings as the most 
suitable candidate to replace 
President George Weah.

The Kingdom Legislators 
Inc, established March 2021, 
has a membership of over 
5,000 Pastors spread out in six 
counties including Bong, 
Grand Bassa, Lofa, Nimba, 
Margibi and Montserrado, 
according to its spokesperson, 
Pastor Dominion O. Roberts.

Pa s to r  Rober t s  s a id  
Christians nationwide have 
responsibility to provide 
moral guidance, prayers and 
help Liberians to elect good 
leaders and that after careful 
evaluations of the major 
Presidential contenders, Mr. 
Cummings has proven to be 
the best and most suitable.

The Pastors spoke of 
Cummings unblemished and 
enviable record at Coca-Cola, 

as well as his vast business 
c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  
unde r s t and i n g  o f  t he  
corporate world, which they 
believe makes him the most 
suitable to revive the ailing 
Liberian economy and badly 
needed to create jobs.

Former Bong County 

Senator Yallah defended the 
character, integrity and 
enviable world record of Mr. 
Cummings and called on his 
kinsmen and citizens of Bong 
County to support the CPP 
Standard Bearer and Vice 
Standard Bearer,  C l l r.  
Charlyne M. Brumskine come 
October 10.

He said Bong and Grand 
Bassa Counties "cut across as 
one people" and rejected 
claims that Bong County has a 
political godfather, with 
loyalty to a specific political 
party or individual. Bong 
County is vote rich and said to 
have the third largest voting 
population, with 13 electoral 
Districts.

C u m m i n g s  w a s  
a c c o m p a n i e d  t o  t h e  
endorsement ceremony by 
s e n i o r  C P P  s t a l w a r t s  
including Cllr. Brumskine who 
pleaded with Bong County 
citizens to reject the re-
election bid of President 
Weah due to the worsening 
economic conditions in the 
country and the dire need for 
genuine change.

I n  a c c e p t i n g  h i s  
endorsement, the CPP 
Standard Bearer expressed 
gratitude to the people of 
Bong County for the massive 
turnout and their show of 

support and solidarity for his 
Presidential  bid come 
October 10.

Cummings  extended 
s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  a n d  
appreciation to Senator 
Yallah, the CPP Bong County 
structure, and also members 
of the Kingdom Legislators 

for the confidence reposed 
him and their pledge of 
support to his election as the 
next President of Liberia.

The CPP Standard Bearer 
e x p r e s s e d  e x p l i c i t  
confidence that with the 
massive show of support and 
solidarity in Bong, Grand 
Bassa, Maryland and other 
parts of Liberia, and with 
God, he is certain of his 
ascendancy as the next 
President of Liberia.

He assured Liberians, that 
with Cllr. Brumskine as Vice 
running mate, who he 
describes as an inspiration to 
young people, "we will win 
and have the mandate to 
change Liberia for the 
benefit of all Liberians.”

The CPP Standard Bearer 
s a i d  a l l  L i b e r i a n s  
irrespective of political or 
re l i g i ou s  a f f i l i a t i on s ,  
ethnicity, status or creed will 
benefit from the country's 
resources and have equal 
rights and access to jobs and 
opportunities, when elected 
President.

Cummings accompanied 
by CPP stalwarts returned 
recently from a visit to 
Maryland County and other 
southeastern  count ies  
including Rivergee and 
Grand Kru.

R
u l i n g  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  
Democratic Change (CDC) 
chairman Mulbah K. Morlu 

says President George Manneh Weah 
will win the October 2023 elections in 
the f i rst  round due to the 
government’s involvement in the 
vote-rich Nimba and Lofa Counties.

“President Weah will deliver the 
people of Nimba County from its 
dictatorship in this upcoming 
election," Mr. Morlu said at CDC 
headquarters over the weekend.

Mr. Morlu bragged at the CDC 
headquarters over the weekend about 
the government’s construction of 
roads and undertaking many 
developmental initiatives in the two 
counties to better the lives of citizens 
there.

He claimed that there was no way 
the ruling party can lose the 
elections.

The CDC chairman believes that 
the assertion that Mr. Weah can't win 
in Nimba and Lofa Counties in the 
October polls does not exist anymore.

Morlu suggested that his party 
didn't win Lofa and Nimba in the 2017 
elections because the CDC was less 
involved in those counties at the time. 

He said CDC’s defeat in the two 
counties forced President Weah into a 
run-off with the opposition Unity 
Party (UP) in 2017.

He accused those claiming to be 

political godfathers of Lofa and 
Nimba of turning out to be 
dictators.

According to Morlu, some 
stayed in power for 12 years but 
they can't point to a single project 
being undertaken in the county.

“Don't give us the impression 
that because you were vice 
president so you couldn't do 
anything, you can't cajole our 
people with that," said Mr. Morlu.

President Weah’s main rival 
Amb. Joseph Nyumah Boakai hails 
from Lofa County, and he served as 
vice president during former 
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf’s 
two terms.

On the other hand, Nimba 
County Senator Prince Y. Johnson 
and his Movement for Democracy 
and Reconstruction (MDR) have 
withdrawn their support from 
President Weah and the CDC and 
switched loyalty to Mr. Boakai.

Morlu alleged that the Nimba 
County Senator is a dictator that 
wants to stall the development of 
the county by allegedly turning 
citizens of the county against 
President Weah.

He said some individuals claim 

to be liberators of Nimba County, 
saying when liberators later turn 
to be dictators, it's obvious that 
the  people  need another  
liberation.
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Weah will deliver Nimba
By Lewis S. Teh

Bongese in massive turnout

‘Cummings takingStarts from back page

do so." 
Dillon said he made some 

commitments during the meeting 
since they were seeking his 
endorsement and approval to help 
convince Senator Karnga-Lawrence 
to go as Cummings’ running mate.

However, Dillon said he declined 
because he saw no good commitment 
to his issues.

During the show, Dillon said he did 
not have any fear that Madam 
Sirleaf’s global influence could 
change the dynamics of the political 
arena and deny Amb. Boakai the 

chance of becoming the next 
president of Liberia.

Senator Dillon insisted that the 
international community will 
accept what the majority of the 
people want in a democracy. He 
believes that Madam Sirleaf can't 
change anything. 

“I don't see Madam Sirleaf 
having [the] power to stop Amb. 
Boakai [from] being the next 
President. That can only happen 
unless we don't vote in [the] 
ma jo r i t y  o r  r ec ru i t  poo l  
watchers,” Dillon argued. 

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!

makeshift structuresin those 
areas. The GES program is 
designed to support the 
educational needs of both GVL 
employees’ dependents and 
children from surrounding 
communities.

GVL is spending over 
US$200,000 annually under the 
G E S  p r o g r a m  t o  

r e n o v a t e / r e h a b i l i t a t e  
schools, provide benches, 
teaching and learning 
materials and pay stipends 
for over 140 government 
volunteer teachers in Sinoe 
and Grand Kru Counties, 
respectively.    

The projects are also 
m e a n t  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  

company’s commitment to 
positively change the lives of 
communities in which it 
operates and create a 
c o n d u c i v e  l e a r n i n g  
environment for children to 
have access to quality 
education. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

Starts from page 2 GVL completes 



O
p p o s i t i o n  
Montserrado County 
Senator Abraham 

Darius Dillon has alleged that 

presidential hopeful Mr. 
Alexander B. Cummings is 
taking instructions from ex-
Liberian President Mrs. Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf and Musa 
Bility.

“Alexander B. Cummings is 
taking instructions from 
Madam Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
and Musa Bility. I can say that 
clearly,” Mr. Dillon told the 
Spoon night-time program over 

the weekend.
“Whatever ticket that they 

have, it's the instructions and 
advice of Madam Sirleaf. We 
didn't want to be a part of it 
and we are not part of it," he 
stated further. 

Ex-president S ir leaf’s  
former vice president Amb. 
Joseph Nyumah Boakai is 
among several presidential 
hopefuls seeking to battle 
incumbent President George 
Manneh Weah out of the 
Executive Mansion through the 
polls due 10 October 2023.

But there are no signs that 
Mrs. Sirleaf is supporting Amb. 
Boakai’s bid. 
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Mr. Dillon alleged that Mrs. 
S i r l e a f  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  
Cummings’ presidential bid 
and that she is also a major 
player in his political 
decisions. 

According to Dillon, Mrs. 
S i r l e a f  i s  a l l e g e d l y  
influencing the decision of Mr. 
Cummings, leader of the 
opposition Collaborating 
Political Parties (CPP).

Senator Dillon narrated 
that he received a call from 
Mrs. Sirleaf for a meeting 
after Amb. Boakai selected 
Nimba County Senator 
Jeremiah Koung as his running 
mate over Grand Bassa 
County Senator Nyonblee 
Karnga-Lawrence. 

He stated that he agreed 
and he and Madam Sirleaf met 
for over thirty minutes, had a 
conversation and they were 
later joined by Mr. Cummings 
and embattled Liberty Party 
chairman Musa Bility. 

" T h e  m e a t  o f  t h a t  
conversation was that there 
was a proposal for Mr. 
Cummings to select Senator 
Kangar-Lawrence as his 
running  mate,”  D i l lon  
narrated. 

He said the deal didn't go 
through adding: “Madam 
S i r l e a f  s u p p o r t s  M r.  
Cummings and it's her right to 
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ANC leader Mr. Cummings
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