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ASHINGTON, DC – Shortly after 

Wtaking office on May 29, 
Nigeria’s President Bola Tinubu 

s u rp r i s ed  many  ob se r ve r s  b y  
implementing a series of bold reforms. In 
addition to scrapping costly fuel 
subsidies and various taxes, he 
suspended the country’s central-bank 
governor, which led to the immediate 
removal of trading restrictions that 
propped up the value of the naira. And to 
curry favor with Nigeria’s huge 
population of young people, Tinubu 
introduced interest-free loans to help 
students fund higher education. 

 But while these rapid reforms signal 
Tinubu’s adherence to economic 
orthodoxy and may restore the 
confidence of Nigerians, international 
investors, and financial markets in the 
short term, by themselves they will not 
affect lasting change. 

 Nigeria’s economy – Africa’s largest – is 
in dire straits, and transforming it will 
not be easy. Inflation recently hit an 18-
year high, and large fiscal deficits are 
adding to already-soaring debt levels. 
The economy has been hit hard by the 
fallout from the war in Ukraine, partly 
because Nigeria depends on food 
imports, but also because the country – 
despite being Africa’s biggest oil 
producer – is largely incapable of refining 
crude and thus imports petroleum. 
Mismanagement, security issues, and 
underinvestment in infrastructure have 
hobbled the oil industry, which 
generates around 80% of government 
revenues, while inconsistent official 
policies have prevented the agriculture 
sector, which employs about a third of 
Nigerians, from reaching its full 
potential. 

 That said, Tinubu’s move away from 
interventionism is a step in the right 
direction, and he could further harness 
the demographic potential of Africa’s 
most populous country by securing 
international investments and reducing 
bureaucratic red tape. But, most 
important, Tinubu will need to address 
broader  secur i ty,  energy,  and 
governance challenges, which are often 
intertwined. 

 Security r isks,  which largely 
preoccupied Tinubu’s predecessor, 
Muhammadu Buhari, threaten to derail 
the push for rapid reforms. But a growing 
economy could deter would-be militants 
from taking up arms by creating 
employment opportunities, especially if 
Tinubu can root out corruption, prevent 
monopolization, and reform the security 
sector. 

 Nigeria’s oil-sector woes should also be a 
top priority. The fuel-subsidy reform will 
help restore fiscal discipline, given that 

Nigeria’s state-owned oil company spent 
$10 billion on subsidizing petrol in 2022. 
Moreover, Aliko Dangote’s $20 billion oil 
refinery, where production is set to begin 
in July, could help reduce the country’s 
dependence on petroleum imports, 
assuming that it does not become a 
private monopoly. 

 Tinubu has demonstrated little patience 
for firms cornering the market. While the 
monopolization of exports has typically 
been the focus of government regulation, 
import monopolies in oil-rich countries 
like Nigeria are also a significant obstacle 
to economic diversification and must be 
addressed. (It is worth noting that Tinubu 
suspended Nigeria’s anti-corruption head 
for “abuse of office,” although previous 
agency leaders have also been removed 
after facing similar allegations.) 

 To diversify the economy in the long 
term, the government will need to 
expand access to electricity, which only 
around 55% of Nigerians currently have. 
Fortunately, the potential for clean 
energy is enormous. Development 
partners like the World Bank can help with 
funding and guarantees to boost private 
investment in electricity distribution and 
renewables. But Tinubu’s team will first 
need to improve the governance of the 
electricity sector, ensure a stable 
macroeconomic framework, and 
establish a conducive financial system. 

 Nigeria’s vibrant tech ecosystem 
illustrates the potential that Tinubu could 
unlock. Hundreds of startups have 
emerged, particularly in the fintech 
sector, with Nigeria accounting for five of 
Africa’s seven tech “unicorns” (private 
startups with a valuation of at least $1 
billion). The multiple-exchange-rate 
regime that prevailed prior to Tinubu 
taking office drained foreign reserves and 
gave importers an unfair advantage. 
Fewer exchange-rate restrictions will 
facilitate financial inflows, to the benefit 
of startups, which could in turn help 
transform the agriculture and transport 
sectors and empower millions of 
Nigerians. 

 If Tinubu stays the course on energy, 
security, and governance reforms, his 
agenda could ultimately benefit all of 
Africa – much like Saudi Arabia’s economic 
experiment could transform the Middle 
East. But, unlike the Saudis, the Nigerian 
government does not have vast coffers to 
draw from and will need to rely more 
heavily on foreign and domestic private 
investment, coupled with the support of 
development partners. If given enough 
backing, Tinubu could remake the country 
– and even help remake the continent. 
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Statistics from the Ministry of Health putting the number of At-
risk youth or drug-addicted youth in Liberia at 47,917 is nothing 
but an understatement of a situation that has become a national 
crisis and center of discussion in all quarters of the country.

Parents, guardians and institutions across Liberia are 
lamenting a serious situation that threatens the next generation 
of Liberians and yet, authorities at the Ministry of Health wants 
the nation to believe that youth already affected by drugs are 
less than 50,000.

We vehemently disagree with this figure, for Monrovia alone, 
not to talk of Montserrado County, has more than 50,000 drug-
addicted youth. They are in communities and ghettoes across 
the city needless to talk about the entire county or the 
remaining 14 counties.

Substances such as cocaine, heroin, marijuana, tramadol, and 
kush, among others, are being smuggled into Liberia daily thru 
our porous borders, and even official port of entries as was 
experienced at the Freeport of Monrovia on two separate 
occasions with cocaine valued nearly 150 million United States 
Dollars!         

Assistant Minister for Curative Services at the Ministry of 
Health and Head of the Technical Working Group for the 
government’s At-Risk Youth Program, Dr. Gborbee G. Logan, 
revealed at the Ministry of Information’s weekly press briefing 
last Thursday that a total of 47,917 at-risk youth are across 
Liberia.

Dr. Logan explained that after President George Weah 
launched a US$13 million rehabilitation program in 2022 for 
drugs-addicted youth, a committee was established with a goal 
of reaching at least 500 youth per year, but revealed that recent 
weeks have shown an alarming increase in complaints from At-
risk youth, particularly in Montserrado County.

His explanation clearly validates our position that the figure 
presented at MICAT press briefing last week is nothing but 
belittling the issue because drugs are being distributed across 
all 15 counties at a very fast pace than we imagine by well-
organized syndicates that include both Liberians and aliens.

Even school campuses are not being spared by the network of 
unscrupulous individuals trading contrabands, particularly 
narcotics to our youth.

Come to think of this: The smugglers, distributors and dealers 
are ahead of whatever programs and steps that government 
intends to take to addressing the drug situation because they 
have collaborators among security forces of our country that 
man our borders. The security forces should be going after those 
corrupting the future our youth thru drugs, but the reality 
proves the contrary.

We must be sincere with ourselves as Liberians, particularly as 
government, and stop politicking with our youth.  The 
Government of Liberia must muster enough courage to face the 
bleak future that lies before the next generation and work 
overtime in addressing the drug situation as a national 
emergency than paying lip service.

More than we think
 of drug abuse in Liberia 
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Africa’s Most Consequential President?

By Rabah Arezki
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Op-ed

EW YORK – In 2020, chronic undernutrition stunted the growth of nearly a quarter of 

Nthe world’s children under five years old. Being too short for one’s age, as a result of 
chronic undernutrition, can cause irreversible physical and cognitive damage and 

increases the risk of dying from common infections. 

 Improving the lives of these children is not a question of food supply. Current cereal grain 
production, about 2.8 billion tons, provides enough calories to feed 11-14 billion people – 
more than meeting humanity’s current needs. But less than half of the world’s grain is eaten 
by humans, with the remainder fed to animals or burned as fuel. Almost every gallon of 
gasoline in the United States, for example, contains 10% corn ethanol. 

 Too poor to affect grain prices in global markets, the chronically hungry are economically 
invisible. To avert the devastating and long-lasting effects of poor nutrition and health, we 
propose an innovative financing mechanism that will attract impact investors and ensure 
adequate food for these malnourished children. 

 In 2019, two World Bank economists, Emanuela Galasso and the late Adam Wagstaff, found 
that childhood stunting reduces adult economic productivity, estimating a per capita 
income loss of between 5-7% in developing countries. And that figure does not account for 
the millions of stunted children who die young. 

 Galasso and Wagstaff also conducted a cost-benefit analysis of applying ten tested nutrition 
interventions over ten years in 34 countries that together account for 90% of the world’s 
stunted children. According to their estimates, the benefits would outweigh the costs by a 
ratio of at least five to one, and the annual rate of return would be 12%. 

 Such high payoffs could induce investors to buy development impact bonds focused on 
ending childhood stunting in low-income countries. The idea behind this type of financial 
instrument, in which investors provide financing for development programs and receive 
returns only if agreed-upon outcomes are achieved, is “to generate a positive, measurable 
social and environmental impact alongside a financial return.” 

 The World Bank’s Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (PEF) tried a similar mechanism, 
albeit to provide emergency funding to the poorest countries in the event of a pandemic. 
Investors purchased insured bonds in 2017, and the proceeds were to be paid to developing 
countries to contain infectious-disease outbreaks. The Bank closed the PEF in April 2021, 
amid criticism that it was too generous to investors while being too strict and too slow in 
payouts to governments. Nevertheless, an independent assessment from the London School 
of Economics concluded that a “properly reformed” PEF has “great potential” to contain 
pandemics with early and effective responses. 

 While the large benefit-cost ratio of tested nutrition interventions provides a compelling 
rationale for development impact bonds, a model of private financing or a public-private 
partnership could avoid the PEF’s mistakes and overcome governmental and individual 
corruption, cumbersome bureaucracies, and political instability. 

 Returns on investments in nutrition-intervention bonds would be tied to programs’ 
projected economic benefits. After all, effective nutrition interventions should boost 
productivity and increase the tax base in the participating country. For example, 
governments could contract with bond issuers to establish and operate anti-stunting 
programs and then gradually increase payments to these issuers for their nutrition 
interventions as the expected economic benefits materialize. 

 Of the many possible models for “childhood growth” bonds, the majority of these bonds 
would be jointly issued by a parent entity in the developed world and its subsidiary in the 
local country. Together, they would design the program in consultation with the 
participating government and recognized experts in child nutrition, field interventions, and 
data evaluation. 

 After receiving the invested funds, the parent entity would channel them tax-free to the 
subsidiary to implement the nutrition interventions alongside the government. That could 
mean buying food from local producers or markets and delivering it to poor pregnant women 
and undernourished children. Supplying food, at least in part, through monitored childcare 
programs outside the home could reduce misappropriation. 

 Under the contract with the parent and the subsidiary (whose terms would be public), 
government payments would be in a hard currency. A “sinking fund” would cover interest 
payments until the government begins to see results. The government would also have the 
right to assume control of the program at any time in exchange for prepaying the bonds. 

 The simplest model would offer fixed principal and interest payments, backed by fixed 
contractual payments. But investors with a greater appetite for risk may prefer 
governments to reward better-than-expected improvements in child nutrition and related 
tax revenues with larger contractual payments, triggering larger payments to the 
bondholders. Of course, poorer-than-expected improvements would result in smaller 
payments. 

 It will be important to design payment rights early and well. Given that emerging markets 
have a long history of debt crises, and that governments tend to repay development-finance 
institutions (DFIs) first, investors will want these bonds to rank equally in payment rights 
with the government’s debts to DFIs. They may also insist on the contract being tied to a 
governmental obligation to a DFI, a DFI guarantee of the bonds, or an agreement by a DFI to 
purchase the bonds from the bondholders upon any payment default. 

 Nutrition-intervention bonds are an innovative financing vehicle that promises to put food 
on the table, prevent childhood stunting, and yield high returns for investors. If well-
structured, they can be powerful catalysts for economic growth and improving the welfare 
of the world’s most vulnerable people. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.   www.project-syndicate.org

Financing Childhood Growth

By Joel E. Cohen,John E. Rogers
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more headline news       more headline news 

Mr. Omego Tougbay, an 
ailing Liberian cocoa 
farmer from Siaway 

Town, Nimba County Electoral 
District #5, is appealing to all 
we l l -mean ing  L ibe r i an s ,  
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s ,  a n d  
humanitarian organizations to 
assist him seek better medical 
treatment for his damaged 
eye.He told this paper in an 
exclusive interview Saturday, 15 
July 2023 that he is facing a 
strange situation with his eyes. 
According to Tougbay, it started 
when he got hit by a stick while 
working on his cocoa farm.He 
explained that on 15 April 2022, 
while working on his cocoa farm, 
a stick hit and damaged his 
eye.According to him, since the 
unfortunate situation, he has 
been living in extreme pain and 
blindness.Tougbay said he finds 
it difficult to see or even work 
because tears pull down his eyes 
continuously. 

Tougbay pointed out that one 
of his friends who lives in 
Monrovia decided to help him, 
but the hospital in Monrovia 
charged him twenty thousand 
Liberian dollars to do the 
operation and to change his 
eyes. 

He also disclosed that some 
time ago, some eye specialists 
came to New Yourpia and 
requested all those with eye 
problems to come for a test.He 
said when he got there, the 
specialists decided to help him 
and do an operation in Ganta 
C i t y. H o w e v e r,  To u g b a y  
lamented that he lost the 
opportunity because he never 
had the amount of ten thousand 
dollars charged, as well as 

P
r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
Manneh Weah has told 
his opponents that 

Liberia is not a Test Tube for 
failed experiments.

During a ‘Thank You’ program 

organized by his ruling Coalition 
for Democratic Change (CDC) 
Monday, 17 July 2023, Mr. Weah 
cautioned Liberians to reject 
failed politicians at the ballot 
this October.He urged Liberians 
to rally around the CDC-led 
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  m o r e  
developments.

H e  a r g u e d  t h a t  h i s  
government has made more 
gains in the last five years, 
utilizing its time in office for 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  
developments.He added that his 
government has improved the 
livelihoods of the people, and 
the country is on an irreversible 
path under his leadership.The 
incumbent told thousands of 
partisans that he is the most 
experienced and better-suited 
aspirant for the presidency than 
those battling him for the 
country's highest seat.

H e  a d m o n i s h e d  h i s  
supporters to not be carried 
away by rhetoric from failed 
p o l i t i c i a n s  w i t h  e m p t y  
promises.

“Don't be carried away by 
these politicians who have given 

you nothing when they had 12 
years in power,” said President 
Weah.President Weah suggested 
that his opponents are jealous 
of the progress his government 
has made and so they are telling 
Liberians not to give the CDC 
government another six years.

He said his rivals' fear that 
their 12 years in power will not 
be compared with the CDc’s 12 
years.According to him, his 
government has made glorious 
use of the opportunities it was 
given to serve the Liberian 
people.

He explained that in just 
under five years, the CDC 
government has achieved more 
developments and the nation is 
on an irreversible path of 
progress.

“Our government has not 
squandered opportunities that 

you've entrusted [to] us, and 
you can see the fruits of those 
developments which put our 
nation on an irreversible path 
of progress, touching every 
sector of our country,” said 
President Weah.“Let us not be 
carr ied away by empty 
promises, let us not be tempted 
to drink the same old wine from 
the same old bottle,” Mr. Weah 
pleaded with his supporters.

Mr. Weah threw jibes at his 
main rival Amb. Joseph Nyumah 
Boakai, calling him “Joseph the 
Sleeper, who did nothing when 
he  se rved  a s  L ibe r i a ’s  
Agriculture Minister, Liberia 
Produce Marketing Corporation 
(LPMC) Managing Director and 
Vice President.

Unlike Amb. Boakai, Mr. 
Weah explained that the Bible 
told a story of Joseph the 
Dream whose brothers sold him 
out of jealousy that he was 
destined to be greater than 
them in the future.He said 
Joseph later triumph over his 
situation, got released from 
prison after interpreting the 
King’s dream, and then became 
the Prime Minister of Egypt.

“Joseph the Sleeper was 
Agriculture Minister, he planted 
no Rice here; Joseph the 
Sleeper was LPRC Managing 
Director and brought no gas 
here; Joseph the Sleeper even 
in our community he did 
nothing; Joseph the Sleeper is a 
parked old car,” said President 
Weah.“So Joseph the Sleeper 
can not do anything for you 
because he has ideas when he 
was Vice President he was 
responsible for the Youth and 
did nothing for them, and is the 
same Joseph the Sleeper that is 
telling you to move someone 
who's a Light. Don’t mind him,” 
he added.

transportation to leave his 
village.“On April 15, 2022, this 
thing happened to me. I am 
begging anyone that will listen to 
me to please help me because I am 
in pain,” Tougbay cried out.“This 
situation is like hell my brother. I 
no longer do any farm work. I have 
my cocoa farm but [I] can't work 
there because anytime I bend 
down it's like the eye [is] coming 
to fall, and the water can be 
pulling fast," he explained further.

Mr. Tougbay disclosed that 
when the situation started, 
people told him to buy eye drops 
which he has used, but did not find 
a solution after spending all he 
had.“I went to the hospital in 
Lerpola to do my test after 
applying all that people have told 
me, and no results,” said Tougbay. 

“Those eye specialists said that 
I should go to Ganta to change the 
eye for ten thousand Liberian 
dollars, but I [didn’t have] money 
that’s why I didn't go.”“I have 
been behind our lawmaker, 

Representative Samuel Kogar, but 
he has refused to help me," he 
stated.

Since the situation, he said the 
head of his family collected nine 
hundred Liberian dollars and gave 
it to him to get eye drops.

He said there has been no other 
help from the family, but he is 
being looked after by a lady who 
gives him food.

He said his partner has left him 
because of his eye. “Only Patricia 
taking care of me. In 2022, I [was] 
supposed to build [a] house, but 
no way. I am still sitting down here 
because of this condition.”He said 
all his farms have been damaged, 
and he has no family members 
around him to provide help.

CONT’D ON PAGE  11

residential aspirant Rev. 

PAllen Roosevelt Brown 
says the top of his 

priorities is to return Liberia to 
God if he is elected president this 
October.The Liberia Restoration 
Party (LRP) standard bearer is 
among 19 presidential aspirants 
who have completed their 
candidate nomination process 
required by the National Elections 
Commission (NEC).He also 
promised a productive life for 
Liberians, especially the youth of 
the country.

H e  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s  i n  
Paynesville over the weekend 
that his party’s visions are to 
restore the nation to God and to 
make Liberia a productive 
country.He said his government 
will make Liberia productive 

through youth empowerment, 
economic improvement,  
educational opportunities, 
agriculture, infrastructure, 
and sports, among others.

He considered them as key 
in addressing the numerous 
challenges confronting the 

nation.
Rev. Brown also seeks to 

unify the people, adding 
that it is a key objective 
contained in his agenda for 
Liberia.
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Presidential aspirant seeks 
to return Liberia to God

By Emmanuel wise Jipoh 

‘I'm living in serious pain’
-Ailing Cocoa farmer seeks help for his eye
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P
residential aspirant, Mr. 
Simeon Freeman has 
w a r n e d  h e r e  t h e  

opposition leaders are threading 
on a  dangerous  path  by  
antagonizing each.The Movement 
for Progressive Change (MPC) 
leader said Monday, 17 July 2023 
that the opposition community 
should be collaborating for an 
opposition victory rather than 
antagonizing each other.

The businessman-turned-
politician appeared on local 
broadcaster Prime FM in Monrovia 
Monday to denounce the division 
within the opposition community.

Mr. Freeman warned that the 
division among the opposition is 
creating more vulnerability and 
doing more harm to the 
opposition, while the ruling 
establishment is being left 
unraveled.Most frustratingly, Mr. 
Freeman said, all efforts he 
initiated to employ a NATO style 
of friendship among oppositions 
to challenge the ruling party 
through a common interest, have 
all fallen on infertile ground.

“We are creating vulnerability 
and doing ourselves harm. Our 
people are … disappointed in us,” 
said Mr. Freeman.“Party A is 

attacking Party B in the 
opposition and that’s not called 
for. As a means of having a 
formidable opposition force, we 
decided to introduce a NATO style 
of partnership wherein we will all 
hold together and have [a] 

T
h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
religious groups in the 
Minor River Union has 

been drawn to peace, justice 
and human rights in the region, 
leading to the gathering of 
several religious leaders and 
churches in Monrovia, Liberia  
to train, certificate and 
commission  human rights 

monitors in the subregion.
Organized by Faith and 

Justice Network of Liberia, 
focus of the two-day training 
workshop is on peace, justice 
and other issues of concern 
across the MRU countries that 
include Liberia, Sierra Leone, 
Guinea and Ivory Coast.

The faith-based group says it 
is necessary for the religious 
community to promote peace 
and justice in the MRU region as 
a means of protecting human 
rights which is a cardinal 
priority for the existence of the 
world.Speaking Tuesday, 18 
July during the opening 
ceremony at Boulevard Palace 
Hotel in Sinkor, Monrovia, the 
executive director of Faith and 
Justice Network, Reverend 
Tolbert Jallah, Jr., said the goal 
is to deepening understanding 
of participants on human rights 
and other matters of peaceful 
coexistence.

Rev. Jallah notes that within 
the MRU region, there are 
s t r ong  r e cogn i t i on  bu t  
significant weaknesses in 

governance, justice and 
security, which are all problems 
that affect the peace and 
democracy of the people, 
subjecting them to poverty and 
mystery.  He says churches are 
influential institutions because 
they are rooted in local 
communities across the world, 
so participants from different 
church doctrines will be trained 

in response to prevailing 
situations facing the region.

He says though the region is 
confronted with complex 
s ituat ions,  unity among 
religious leaders and churches 
will be used as a strong force to 
bring transformation to all 
communities.

“We are here because of the 
prevailing situation in the 
region. It might be complex but 
the togetherness of the church 
is a key transformation to the 
community. Churches of 
cou r se ,  a re  i n f l uent i a l  
institutions since they are 
r o o t e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  
communities, so they being 
t o g e t h e r  c a n  b e  a  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  
communities.”

He  unde r s co r e s  t h a t  
churches within the MRU will 
seize the opportunity to 
i m p l e m e n t  t h e i r  
responsibilities as monitors of 
peace, justice and human 
rights in promoting a just and 
free society.

“The training will provide a 

holistic approach to faith and 
social justice and help 
Christians to get in line with 
the teaching of Jesus Christ.”

He highlights collaboration, 
networking, education service 
and equipping both church 
leaders and human rights 
actors in carrying the mission 
of God, who created the world 
to enjoy the nature of His 
c rea t i on  w i thout  fea r,  
hindrance and intimidations. 
Rev. Jallah stresses that justice 
is part of God’s mission so the 
Faith and Justice Network is 
insuring and putting faith into 
action through the gathering 
that have brought together 
Christians from Ivory Coast, 
Guinea and Liberia.

F o r  h i s  p a r t ,  t h e  
chairperson on the Board of 
Directors at the Faith and 
Justice Network and The 
Bishop of the Liberia Annual 
Conference, United Methodist 
Church, Samuel Quire, Jr., 
observes that the society is 
gradually changing and the 
Church has to get up to begin a 
robust transformation.

Bishop Quire, who chairs 
the board of directors of the 
Faith and Justice Network, 
says it is the responsibility of 
the followers of Christ Jesus, 
who are called Christians, to 
promote peace, justice, 
compassion and the dignity of 
all persons.

He points that the Minor 
River basin is filled with strife, 
injustice and inequality, and 
the church has a divine 
mandate to serve as agent of 
c h a n g e ,  c a t a l y s t  o f  
transformation and advocate 
for human rights across the 
region.   

The Methodist Bishop urges 
participants at the training to 
explore the fundamental 
principles of human rights, 
serving as voice of the 
voiceless in challenging 
oppressive systems and 
shinning the light of truth in 
the darkest corners of society. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

common interest,” Mr. Freeman 
continued.He said from the 
beginning, most of the parties, 
about 22 parties from the 
opposition attended the first 
meeting, but out of a sudden, all 
just broke down.“We lost that 
opportunity because we are not 
talking to each other. Our concern 
in the opposition mostly has been 
who becomes president and who 
becomes vice president rather than 
how do we hold together to have a 
better chance at the poll,” he 
lamented. Mr. Freeman explained 
that a NATO style would have made 
the opposition support each other.

But he said they lost out and he 
doesn't think they will get that 
opportunity back.As it stands, Mr. 
Freeman noted, the opposition 
community does not know the 
number of ballot papers that were 
brought into the country. According 
to him, these are the kinds of issues 
that are supposed to be spoken 
about through a united front. “But 
if one party tries to raise that issue 
now, you will even be attacked by 
people within the very opposition,” 
he lamented.“As an inter-party 
infrastructure, we would have done 
better. That is, you touch one you 
touch all as it is in the case of NATO. 
But we left [it] all undone,” he 

pointed out.As he prepares to 
con te s t  the  en su ing  2023  
presidential and legislative 
elections, Mr. Freeman, unlike 
many of the aspirants, has a 
different development platform far 
from building road infrastructure.

Budget is US$759.4, reflecting 
a net decrease of US$ 23.5 
million or 3.0 percent below 
the originally approved Budget 
of US$ 782.9 Million.

“The  t o t a l  a d j u s t ed  
recurrent expenditure is 
estimated at US$612,558,028 
(Six Hundred & Twelve Million 
Five Hundred and Fifty-Eight 
Thousand Twenty-Eight United 
States Dollars) or 80.7 percent 
o f  the  to ta l  p roposed  
expenditure.”

According to President 
Weah, the revised expenditure 

estimate for public sector 
i n v e s t m e n t  i s  
US$146,857,790, or 19.3 
percent of  the total  
proposed expenditure.

A motion by Margibi 
C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  # 2  
Representative, Ivar Jones 
on behalf  of plenary 
constituted a committee of 
w h o l e  a s  p l e n a r y  
unanimously voted to pass 
the Restatement Budget.

He said the total adjusted 
recurrent expenditure is 
e s t i m a t e d  a t  

US$612,558,028 or 80.7 
percent of the total 
proposed expenditure. 
The revised expenditure 
estimate for public sector 
i n v e s t m e n t  i s  
US$146,857,790 (One 
Hundred & Forty-Six 
Million Eight Hundred 
Fifty-Seven Thousand, 
Seven Hundred and 
Ninety United States 
Dollars) or 19.3 percent 
of the total proposed 
expenditure.

Starts from back page 
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MRU churches discuss human rights, justice and peace

Delegates at the forum in Monrovia

By Naneka Hoffman 
Opposition threading dangerous path
-Says Simeon Freeman

campaign, which he considers a 
serious violation of election 
regulations.Bryant believes the 
National Elections Commission 
will not take any action because 
the commission allegedly favors 
such activities, adding that all 
previous electoral violations 
committed by President Weah 
had gone ignored and this latest 
will be no different.

Additionally, Jerry Yaqou, also 
a resident of District 10, 
describes the thank you rally as 
mere show, as the President had 
nothing substantial to say to the 
Liberian people.He says instead 
of outlining his accomplishments 

over the past six years, the 
President appeared to be evasive 
because he had nothing of 
substance to discuss."When I asked 
some of my friends why they were 
thanking the President, none of 
them were able to provide a 
specific answer", Jerry adds and 
argues there was nothing worthy of 
gratitude.Jerry continues that if he 
were forced to express gratitude, it 
would be for the President's use of 
luxury vehicles.However, Bob 
Williams of Paynesville defends 
that President Weah has made 
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r i d e s  i n  
infrastructure, including roads, 
hospitals, and electricity. Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

Citizens react to ‘Weah Starts from page 11
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P
our taquiner pour 
une fois l’opposition, 
le président Libérien 

George Weah s’est décrit 
comme étant la lumière du 
Libéria, tandis que Dieu en 

est le seul sauveur.
S'exprimant dans une 

église épiscopale locale à 
Buchanan, dans le comté de 
Grand Bassa le dimanche 16 
juillet, M. Weah, qui brigue 
un second mandat, a dit qu'il 
n'était pas un sauveteur mais 
une  lumière  pour  le s  
Libériens, et que son image a 
été la plus brillante de la 
nation à travers le monde.

M. Weah a raconté comment il 
est passé de la misère à la gloire, 
non pas en tant que sauveteur mais 
en tant que rédempteur. Il est une 
lumière qui brille sur son peuple. 
Celui-là dont le gouvernement s’est 

engagé à réduire les écarts 
générationnels et à développer le 
Libéria.

Pour lui, les Libériens n'ont pas 
besoin d'être secourus car il est déjà 
là, et la Lumière de Dieu brille déjà 
sur eux et continuera de briller. « Je 
veux juste que vous sachiez, nous 
rachetons le temps parce que nous 
savons que les jours sont nombreux 
», a-t-il déclaré. En tout cas, selon 
le président, les libériens sont dans 

de bonnes mains.
M. Weah a réitéré son 

engagement à réduire les 
écarts générationnels et à bâtir 
son pays. Il a dit croire que les 
écarts générationnels sont un 
problème qui a certes trop 
perduré, mais qui se résout 
progressivement sous son 
r é g i m e .  I l  a  c i t é  l e s  
infrastructures routières et la 
construction des hôpitaux 
partout dans le pays comme 
étant la preuve de la positivité 
de son mandat à la tête du 
Libéria au cours des 6 dernières 
années. Il a aussi fait état de la 
gratuité des universités 
libériennes et de l'amélioration 
des conditions de vie du peuple. 
Il est convaincu que son régime 
a beaucoup plus travaillé au 
développement du pays que 
tous les autres régimes qui l’on 
précédé.

« Sous ma direction, le 
L i b é r i a  s ' a m é l i o r e  
progressivement et aucune 
haine ne peut entraver les 
travaux et le progrès de la 
nation, que ça soit l’opposition 
ou ceux qui n’ont pas de 
position, d’autant plus que c'est 
le plan de Dieu. Je suis 
président et je resterai 
président. 

’opposant Tiawan 

LS a y e  G o n g l o e  
appelle à une marche 

géante dans tout le pays pour 
dénoncer la corruption au 
sommet de l’Etat et à la 
fonction publique.

Lors d’une conférence de 
presse sur la rue Ashmum à 
Monrovia le lundi 17 juillet 
2023, le célèbre avocat des 
droits de l'homme a invité le 
peuple du Libéria à une 
marche géante intitulée la « 
la marche du balai » sur toute 
l’étendue du territoire 
national dans le cadre de sa 
campagne anti-corruption.

« Mesdames et Messieurs, 
cette conférence de presse a 
pour but d'appeler le peuple 
libérien à sortir massivement 
le 19 juillet 2023 pour 
participer à la grande 
campagne anti-corruption », 
a déclaré le juriste Gongloe.

Il s’agit, selon lui, de 
montrer aux yeux du monde 
que le peuple libérien en a 
marre de la corruption parce 
qu'elle a rendu la vie si 
insupportable dans le pays 
pour la majorité de la 
population.

Selon lui, en raison du 
niveau élevé de corruption au 
Libéria, de nombreux parents 
libériens ont du mal à nourrir 
leur famille et d’envoyer 
leurs enfants à l’école.

« Mesdames et Messieurs, 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

en raison du niveau élevé de 
corruption dans notre pays, aucun 
hôpital gouvernemental ne dispose 
de médicaments et les agents de 
s a n t é  n e  d i s p o s e n t  p a s  
d'équipements pour sauver la vie 
du peuple libérien », a-t-il déclaré.

« Ohh ouais, à cause de la 

corruption, les gens ne peuvent pas 
se déplacer librement dans tout le 
pays pendant les saisons des pluies 
». Il a cité le sud-est du Libéria et le 
comté de Lofa comme étant les 
plus touchés par le manque de 
routes. Il accuse le gouvernement 
de n'avoir pas mis en place des 
mécanismes d'entretien des 
routes, ce, à cause de la 
corruption.

La corruption, a-t-il dit, entrave 
l ' a p p l i c a t i o n  d e  l a  l o i ,  
l'interprétation de la loi et sape 

généralement l'état de droit.
Le leader politique du LPP a 

dit en outre qu’à cause de la 
corruption, il est également 
difficile pour l’Etat de 
procéder à la mise en œuvre 
d ' u n e  p o l i t i q u e  d e  
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  s o c i o -
économique, quelle que soit la 
qualité de cette politique.

« Le temps du vol est 
révolu. Les Libériens veulent 
une  nouve l l e  r ace  de  
dirigeants qui donnent la 
priorité au Libéria », a déclaré 
Gongloe.

Il a appelé tous les 
Libériens à rejeter « les 
mangeurs d'argent » d'hier et 
d'aujourd'hui et à adopter une 
n o u v e l l e  a t t i t u d e  e n  
participant nombreux à la 
marche géante du mercredi.

ÉditorialÉditorialÉditorial
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Les statistiques du ministère de la Santé selon lesquelles les jeunes 
à risque (jeunes toxicomanes) sont de 47 917 individus ne sont qu'un 
euphémisme d'une situation qui est devenue une crise nationale et 
est au centre des discussions dans tous les coins du pays.

Les parents, les tuteurs et les institutions à travers le Libéria 
déplorent une situation grave qui menace la prochaine génération 
de Libériens et pourtant, les autorités du ministère de la Santé 
veulent que la nation croie que les jeunes déjà touchés par la 
drogue sont moins de 50 000.

Nous ne sommes pas tout à faire d’accord avec ce chiffre, car 
Monrovia à elle seule, sans parler du comté de Montserrado, compte 
plus de 50 000 jeunes toxicomanes. Ils sont dans les communautés 
et dans les ghettos de la ville, inutile de parler de tout le comté ou 
des 14 comtés restants.

Des substances comme la cocaïne, l'héroïne, la marijuana, le 
tramadol et le kush, entre autres, sont quotidiennement 
introduites au Libéria à travers nos frontières poreuses, et même 
par le port, de Monrovia où une grande quantité de cocaïne d’une 
valeur estimative de 150 millions de dollars américains a été saisie

Le Dr Gborbee G. Logan, ministre adjoint de la santé publique 
chargé des Services curatifs et chef du groupe de travail technique 
pour le programme gouvernemental pour les jeunes à risque, a 
révélé lors de la conférence de presse hebdomadaire du ministère 
de l'Information jeudi dernier que 47 917 jeunes prennent de la 
drogue sur l’ensemble du territoire national du Libéria.

Le Dr Logan a expliqué qu'après que le président George Weah a 
lancé son programme de réhabilitation de 13 millions de dollars 
américains en 2022 pour les jeunes toxicomanes, un comité a été 
créé dans le but d'atteindre au moins 500 jeunes par an. Mais il a 
aussi révélé que les dernières semaines ont montré une 
augmentation alarmante des jeunes à risque, en particulier dans le 
comté de Montserrado.

Son explication valide clairement notre position selon laquelle le 
chiffre présenté lors de la conférence de presse du MICAT la 
semaine dernière ne fait que minimiser le problème, car les drogues 
sont distribuées dans les 15 comtés à un rythme très rapide que nous 
imaginons par des syndicats bien organisés comprenant à la fois des 
Libériens et des étrangers.

Même les écoles ne sont pas épargnées par le réseau d'individus sans 
scrupules qui vendent des produits de contrebande, en particulier 
des stupéfiants, à nos jeunes.

Pensez à ceci : les passeurs, les distributeurs et les revendeurs sont 
en avance sur tous les programmes et mesures que le gouvernement 
a l'intention de prendre pour résoudre le problème de la drogue, car 
ils ont des collaborateurs parmi les forces de sécurité de notre pays 
qui surveillent nos frontières. Les forces de sécurité devraient s'en 
prendre à ceux qui corrompent l'avenir de notre jeunesse par la 
drogue.

Il faut que nous soyons sincères avec nous-mêmes en tant que 
Libériens, en particulier en tant que gouvernement, et cesser de 
faire de l’avenir de nos jeunes une question politique. Au lieu de 
faire semblant, l’Etat du Libéria devrait rassembler suffisamment 
de courage pour faire face à l'avenir sombre qui s'offre à la 
prochaine génération et redoubler d’efforts pour faire face au 
phénomène de la drogue qui aujourd’hui est une urgence nationale.

C’est plus que ce que nous pensons 
de la situation de la toxicomanie
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Gongloe appelle à une 
marche de géante

Seul Dieu est capable de sauver le 
Libéria, selon le président Weah
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M
onday’s (July 17, 2023) rally 
organized by the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 

Change (CDC) that paralyzed work at 
most government ministries and 
agencies has received mixed reactions 
from the public here with many saying 
there is no need to hail President Weah 
because the government has 
performed dismally.

The rally, meant to thank President 
George Weah for his numerous 
developmental activities, brought 
together several thousand partisans 
and sympathizers at the ruling 
Coalition headquarters in Congo Town 

but left dozens of supporters fainting 
due to congestion.

Zealous party members, dressed in 
red and blue from across Monrovia 
converged Monday, chanting slogans 
and raining praises on the president 

for ongoing construction of roads, 
hospitals, market buildings, and 
tuition-free public schools and 
universities.

But Larry Wesseh, a resident of 
Fiamah community in Montserrado 
District# 9, says he sees no reason 
to appreciate President Weah 
because the President has caused 
more harm than good for Liberia.

According to him, the only 
thing that can be appreciated 
a b o u t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  
construction of personal luxurious 
properties like Jamaica Resort, 
while the country's youth have 
been negatively impacted by 

drugs.
Similarly, Bryant Hannah, a 

resident of Old Road, Montserrado 
District#10, notes that the 
purpose of the rally was for 

P
res ident  George  
Manneh Weah has 
intensified his jibes 

against his  opponents,  
accusing them of launching a 

campa ign  o f  l i e s  and  
vil if ication’ amidst his 
government’s progress.Weah 
told supporters Monday, 17 
July 2023 that Congress for 
Democratic Change (CDC) 
which gave birth to the ruling 
Coalition, was launched two 
decades ago to make a 
difference.

He said they were a group 
of Liberians tired of the 
failures of the old order, 
particularly its impact on the 
youth of the nation. But Mr. 
Weah stated that “some 
remnants of the old guard 
have launched a campaign of 
lies and vilification.”

Mr. Weah’s ruling Coalition 
for Democratic Change 
organized a ‘Thank You” 
program at which he took up 
time to throw jibes at his 
opponents."They seek to 
deceive the Liberian people, 
both at home and abroad, 
about the unprecedented 
changes we are bringing 
about," he said.“But rest 
assured, the people are wise. 
They are tired of the relics of 
the past, tired of old parked 
cars.”He argued that his 
competitors in the October 
2023 elections boast of 
experience. 

H o w e v e r,  M r.  We a h  
claimed that he is the most 
experienced [aspirant], 
having served as President for 

the past five years.
“Yet, I stand before you 

t o d a y  a s  t h e  m o s t  
experienced candidate, 
having served as President for 
the past five years,” he 

said."We have utilized our 
time in office to work 
tirelessly for the Liberian 
peop le .  We  have  not  
squandered the opportunities 
that were entrusted to us," he 
continued.

Mr. Weah suggested that 
Liberia is not a test tube for 
failed experiments, telling 
his rivals that the lives and 
future of the people are at 
stake.He said Liberians 
deserve better, and they 
deserve development, adding 
that the improvements in the 
economy and infrastructure 
are evident for all to see. “We 
are on an irreversible path of 
progress, a path that touches 
every sector of society,” he 
stated.

In days to come, President 
Weah said he will embark on a 
journey to every town and 
village, reminding every 
Liberian of the need to stand 
by the unprecedented level 
of development taking place 
in the country. 

He indicated that Liberia 
and its people have an 
inherent right to prosperity 
and development, just like 
any other nation in the world. 
“We possess abundant human 
and natural resources, 
comparable to those of our 
neighbors and beyond.”

 He expressed frustration 
that the oldest Republic in 

Africa cannot boast of 
corresponding development.

" I t  i s  e v e n  m o r e  
disheartening that those who 
have contributed to this 
failure for over four decades 
are now raising their hands, 
seeking another chance to 
continue this sad narrative," 
he said.

M r.  We a h  a s s u r e d  
c i t i z e n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
supporters and partisans of 
the CDC that he will secure a 
prosperous future for every 
Liberian, especially the 
y o u t h s . " We  s e c u r e  a  
prosperous future for our 
young generation, we have 
prioritized their access to 
education and healthcare 
services," he said.The 
incumbent noted that he 
understands the importance 
of removing barriers that 
hinder young people’s 
potential. 

“ T h a t  i s  w h y  w e  
i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  
implemented programs such 
as free tuition and fee 
payments for WASSCE [West 
Afr ican Senior  School  
Certificate Examination] and 
WA E C  W e s t  A f r i c a n  
Examination Council],” he 
said. 

He said the CDC gathered 
Monday to commemorate 
the achievements of his six 
years as president of the 
great nation, Liberia.“I 
stand before you 
with a deep sense 
of gratitude and 
h u m i l i t y, ”  h e  
s a i d . "  Y o u r  
presence here 
t o d a y  i s  a  
testament to the 
collective vision 
we share for a 
brighter and more 
p r o s p e r o u s  
Liberia."

He extended 
gratitude to his 
many supporters, 
e x p r e s s i n g  
h e a r t f e l t  
appreciation for 
the trust  and 
mandate  they  
bestowed upon 
him.

Pres. Weah, the Light Former VP Boakai

Southeastern health 

According to Rev. Brown, 
the LRP has offered an option 
to Liberians who have long 
been hoping for a God-fearing 
President who will change the 
dimensions of the nation.

The prelate stressed that 
the LRP presents the best 
choice for the Liberian people 

as the country has been 
drowning.“The redemption 
of Liberia is upon us,” he 
said, adding: “And the choice 
is clear, inclusion and 
coexistence or exclusion and 
nonexistence, that is the 
choice before us today if we 
want to build a nation.”

According to 
Rev. Brown, he will 
address pertinent 
issues to improve 
the livelihoods of 
Liberians rather 
than denigrating 
others for the 
presidency.
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By Lewis S. Teh

Campaign of lies Citizens react to ‘Weah 
Thank You Rally’

By: Kruah Thompson
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T
h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representat ives 
has constituted a 

committee of whole to pass 
the draft restatement 
budget for fiscal year 
2023.Plenary took the 

decision Tuesday, 18 July 
2 0 2 3  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
s u b m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  
instrument by President 
George Manneh Weah.“It is 
my  p leas ing  duty  to  
herewith submit to the 54 
National Legislature of the 
Republic of Liberia, a 
proposed Restatement of 
the FY2023 National Budget 
in the total amount of US$ 

759.4,” President Weah 
said.

He said the confluence of 
reduction in the volume of 
t r ade ,  exp i r a t i on  o f  
surcharge on petroleum, 
reduction of tariff on excise 

on petroleum and a six-
month-running slump in 
global market prices of 
export commodities in the 
m i n i n g  s e c t o r  h a s  
e n g e n d e r e d  r e v e n u e  
underperformance in both 
tax and non-tax categories 
since the beginning of the 
current fiscal year.

According to him, this 
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underperformance has 
posed a challenge for 
executing the budget in 
the first two-quarters of 
FY2023 and prompted early 
r ep r i o r i t i z a t i on  and  
program deferrals in some 
instances.

“It  i s  against  the 
foregoing that realization 
of the aggregate amount of 
US$23.5 million or 3.5 
percent of the total 
p r o j e c t e d  D o m e s t i c  
revenue of US$672 million 
has been deemed a risk and 
untenable,” he added.

President Weah said to 
ensure that year-end 
spending is in line with 
ava i l ab le  re sources ,  
adjustments in spending 
e n t i t i e s '  p r o g r a m  
allocation balances have 
been made such that the 
risk is absorbed by all and 
sundry.

He noted that critical 
priority allocations for the 
ensuing elections and the 
national electricity grid 
have been ring-fenced.

President Weah said the 
revised revenue envelope 
for the proposed Restated 
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