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C
ongo headed to the 
polls Wednesday to 
vote for president as 

authorities scrambled to 
finalize preparations in an 
election facing steep logistical 
and security challenges, with 
voting starting nearly 2 1/2 
hours late in the capital.

Some 44 million people — 
almost half the population — 
were expected to vote, but 
many, including several million 
who were displaced by conflict 
in the vast country's east, 
could struggle to cast their 
ballots. The fighting has 
prevented 1.5 million people 
from registering to vote.

Voter Raymond Yuma in the 
capital of Kinshasa said he's 
voting for hope.

“When you wake up in the 
morning you’re hoping for 
good things, good work, and I 
want security,” said Yuma. He 
sat beside three other people 
on a bench waiting in line for 
the doors to open. None of 
their voting cards were 
legible.

In eastern Congo, people 

said they weren’t finding their 
names on voting lists.

“The voters displayed on 
lists at the polling station are 
fewer than those who are 
lining up. I can’t find my name 
on the list and this could cause 
scuffles here because I also 
want to vote,” said Jules 
Kambale at a polling station in 
Goma. Waiting for polls to 
open during the more than 
two-hour delay, people grew 
agitated and began arguing, 
particularly in the capital.

Both outside observers and 
loca ls  have warned of  
challenges that could affect 
the credibility of the vote in 
one of Africa's largest nations 
and one whose mineral 
resources are increasingly 
crucial to the global economy.

On the eve of the vote, 
some polling stations in 
Kinshasa told Associated Press 
journalists they were still 
wa i t i ng  f o r  mate r i a l s .  
Thousands  o f  s tat ions ,  

particularly in remote areas, 
might still not have what they 
need on Wednesday.

A major concern is that ink on 
voting cards has smudged, making 
many illegible. That means 
people could be turned away from 
polling stations. In addition, the 
voter registration list hasn’t been 
properly audited.

“The organization of the 
elections raises lots of doubt 
regarding the credibility, the 
transparency and the reliability of 
the results,” said Bienvenu 
Matumo, a member of LUCHA, a 
local rights group.

A candidate needs a majority 
of votes in the first round to win.

President Felix Tshisekedi 
seeks his second and final five-
year term, running against about 
20 other candidates. His main 
rival appeared to be Moise 
Katumbi, the former governor of 
Ka t anga  p r o v i n ce  and  a  
millionaire businessperson whose 
campaign in 2018 was thwarted by 
the previous regime of former 
President Joseph Kabila.

But the opposition remains 
fractured, making Tshisekedi the 

likely favorite. The son of a late, 
popular opposition figure, he has 
spent much of his presidency 
trying to consolidate power over 
state institutions and working to 
overcome a crisis of legitimacy 
after a contested election five 
years ago. Some voters didn’t 
want to disclose who they were 
backing, but Kinshasa is a 
Tshisekedi stronghold. “He’s 
someone who’s done a lot of 
things for the country … he’s 
fought for democracy,” said 
business owner Joseph Tshibadi. 
Even though Tshisekedi hasn’t 
succeeded in quelling violence in 
the east, Tshibadi is willing to give 
him more time. “The beginning is 
always hard,” he said. After 
waiting for nearly three and a half 
hours, Tshibadi was the first 
person to vote at a school in the 
capital. He said voting was easy, 
and he voted for Tshisekedi 
because he wants to give him 
another five years to try and 
i m p r o v e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
situation.voa
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 Mal tese- f lagged 
merchant ship that 
was hijacked last 

week in the Arabian Sea with 

18 crew members on board is 
now off the coast of Somalia, 
the European Union's maritime 
security force said Tuesday. 
One crew member has been 
evacuated for medical care.

The bulk carrier Ruen 
remains under the control of 
the hijackers, whose identity 
and demands are unknown, the 
EU Naval Force said in a 
statement. It did not give 
details on the condition of the 
crew member who was taken 

off the vessel on Monday and 
moved to an Indian navy ship that 
has been shadowing the Ruen.

An Indian maritime patrol 

plane spotted the Ruen a day after 
its hijacking last Thursday and 
made radio contact with the crew, 
who had locked themselves in a 
safe room. The hijackers broke 
into the safe room and "extracted 
the crew" hours later, the EU Naval 
Force said. The Ruen, which is 
managed by Bulgarian shipping 
company Navibulgar, was off the 
Yemeni island of Socotra near the 
Horn of Africa when it was 
boarded, the private intelligence 
firm Ambrey and the United 

Kingdom Maritime Trade 
Operations said. Bulgarian 
authorities said the ship's crew 
were Angolan, Bulgarian and 
Myanmar nationals. The 185-
meter Ruen was carrying a 
cargo of metals from the port 
of Gwangyang in South Korea, 
the EU Naval Force said. It had 
been headed to the Turkish 
port of Gemlik. The captain 
confirmed the hijacking by 
sending a mayday alert to the 
EU Naval Force's command 
center. The vessel has now 
moved southwest toward the 
coast of Somalia, according to 
the EU force. Suspicion has 
fallen on Somali pirates, whose 
attacks have decreased 
markedly in recent years. They 
may be more active again. The 
Pentagon has said that five 
armed assailants who seized a 
commercial ship near Yemen 
late last month were likely 
Somali nationals and not 
Iranian-backed Houthi rebels, 
who were first suspected to be 
responsible. The Yemen-based 
Houthi rebels have escalated 
their attacks on ships passing 
through the Red Sea during the 
Israel-Hamas war, impacting 
global trade. The U.S. said 
Tuesday that it and a host of 
other nations are creating a 
force to  protect  sh ips  
transiting the Red Sea that 
have come under attack from 
Houthi-controlled areas of 
Yemen. VOA

 former doctor in 

ARwanda has been 
jailed for 24 years by a 

F r e n c h  c o u r t  f o r  h i s  
involvement in the 1994 
genocide in the east African 
country. Sosthene Munyemana 
was found guilty of crimes 
including genocide and crimes 
against humanity.

H e  w a s  a c c u s e d  o f  
organising torture and killings 
in the genocide, in which 
800,000 people were killed 
between April and June 1994.

It took French prosecutors 
28 years to bring the case to 
trial. In 1994, Munyemena was 
a gynaecologist in Butare, 
southern Rwanda, and was 
accused of helping set up 
roadblocks to round people up, 
and keeping them in inhumane 
conditions in local government 
offices before they were killed.

He was also accused of 
drafting a widely-distributed 
l e t te r  encourag ing  the  
massacre of Tutsis, which 
prosecutors said was used as 
justification for future attacks.

Most of those killed in the 
genocide were from the 
minority Tutsi ethnic group, 
and opponents of the extremist 

Hutu government.
During the trial, Munyemana, 

who moved to France in 1994, 
r epea ted l y  d i s pu ted  t he  
accusations against him, claiming 
he had been a moderate Hutu 
trying to save Tutsis by offering 
them refuge in local government 
offices. The prosecutor had 
sought a 30-year jail sentence 
during the six-week trial in Paris.

Reading the verdict, the judge 
said Munyemana was part of a 
group that "prepared, organised 
and steered the genocide of the 
Tutsis… on a daily basis".

After arriving in France in 

September 1994 - where his 
wife was already living - 
Munyemana lived in the 
country's southwest, and 
worked as a doctor. He 
recently retired. Munyemana 
was a close associate of Jean 
Kambanda, who was interim 
prime minister at the height of 
the 1994 killings.

Kambanda is currently 
serving a life sentence in Mali, 
imposed by a United Nations 
war crimes tribunal for his role 
in the genocide. The genocide 
was sparked by the death of 
Rwandan President Juvenal 
Habyarimana when his plane 
was shot down above the 
airport in Kigali, Rwanda's 
capital, on 6 April. BBC
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Congo Votes for President, Conflict and 
Smudged Ballots Lead to Fears About Credibility

A voter prepares to cast her ballot in a polling station during the 
presidential elections in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo, Dec. 20, 2023

EU's Naval Force Says Hijacked Cargo 
Ship Moved Toward Somalia Coast

Sthis handout photo made available by India's Press Information Bureau shows the Maltese-flagged MV Ruen

French court jails former Rwanda doctor 
for 24 years for role in 1994 genocide

Sosthene Munyemana pictured arriving at court with his lawyer in November
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ERLIN – Mining giant Glencore has been 

Bextracting copper in the Peruvian province 
of Espinar for more than a decade. 

During that time, the presence of toxic metals in 
the local environment and people has been well 
documented. 

But only recently has the Peruvian government 
acknowledged what was obvious to many on the 
ground: a causal link between Glencore’s 
Antapaccay operations and pollution in Espinar. 
The company has yet to make amends with the 
affected indigenous communities. 

 Demand for copper – and other critical minerals 
used in green tech – has increased substantially. 
But so far, only a handful of countries are 
responsible for mining and refining these 
resources. China, for example, accounts for 
more than 70% of rare-earth mining and 50% of 
the world’s (natural) graphite, cobalt, lithium, 
and manganese processing.

 In the wake of the Ukraine war, many in Europe 
are wary of depending on a single country. 

 “The race is on” to dominate clean-energy 
technology in the future, noted European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen in 
March, when she announced the Critical Raw 
Materials Act, which aims to reduce the European 
Union’s current dependencies. 

Together with the proposed Net-Zero Industry 
Act, it is the bloc’s response to the United States’ 
Inflation Reduction Act, which includes a 
commitment to increase the domestic supply of 
critical minerals. 

 The rise of industrial policy is not the only 
evidence that the world is waking up to the 
importance of raw materials. The International 
Energy Agency held the first ever global summit 
on critical minerals and their role in the green 
transition earlier this year. More recently, while 
addressing world leaders at this year’s United 
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP28), UN 
Secretary-General António Guterres focused on 
how best to meet soaring demand for copper, 
lithium, cobalt, and more. 

 This means that the mining industry, which the 
UN has categorized as a high-risk sector for 
human rights, will play an indispensable role in 
the energy transition. 

In this context, many European leaders are 
willing to turn a blind eye to the industry’s 
human-rights violations and environmental 
destruction. But neglecting these issues could 
undermine the EU’s efforts to secure access to 
raw materials and to mitigate climate change. 

 In his speech, Guterres stressed that the 
extraction of critical minerals “must be done in a 
sustainable, fair, and just way” to avoid 
repeating the “mistakes of the past” – a 
reference to the rich world’s historic pattern of 
systematically exploiting developing countries’ 
natural-resource wealth. 

To prevent such an outcome, he announced the 
creation of a new panel of government, industry, 
and civil-society leaders to draft voluntary 
guidelines for extractive industries. Similarly, 
the Minerals Security Partnership, an alliance of 
wealthy governments, seeks to improve 
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
standards across the global minerals sector. 

 While these efforts are a step in the right 
direction, they will not be enough to ensure that 
sustainability rules are respected. With the 
Critical Raw Materials Act, the EU intends to 
create mutually beneficial partnerships with 

resource-rich countries and promote strategic 
projects for critical-mineral mining, processing, 
and recycling. But pressure to move fast could 
lead to the revival of old practices. 

Moreover, monitoring of compliance with human-
rights and environmental standards will be 
outsourced to private certification providers, at 
least for projects outside the bloc. 

 Certification systems have been shown to deliver 
inadequate human-rights and environmental 
protections in the mining and raw-materials 
sectors. For example, the German certification 
company TÜV SÜD confirmed the safety of a dam 
near Brumadinho, Brazil, just months before it 
failed, killing hundreds of people. More recently, 
a mine run by BMW’s cobalt supplier in Morocco, 
which had been certified by the Responsible 
Minerals Initiative, was found to be releasing 
large amounts of arsenic into nearby bodies of 
water. 

 The EU needs more effective tools. The proposed 
Supply Chain Due Diligence Directive, which 
would oblige companies to prevent adverse 
environmental and human-rights practices in 
their supply chains, is crucial and should be 
applied to financial firms as well, given their 
importance in the raw-materials sector.

 Moreover, the EU must play an active role in the 
negotiations for a UN Binding Treaty on Business 
and Human Rights, to prevent multinationals 
from harming the environment and local 
communities, as happened in Espinar. 

 Equally important is an honest appraisal of what 
is driving demand for materials such as copper 
and iron and how to reduce consumption. The 
automobile industry, for example, uses huge 
quantities of critical minerals. Germany’s 
construction and transport sectors also are the 
main drivers of demand there, rather than the 
energy transition. 

This suggests that European policymakers should 
bu i ld  more  energy -e f f i c ient  pub l i c -
transportation systems, encourage smaller 
vehicles and batteries, and promote a circular 
economy. 

 Even though the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change recommends reducing material 
consumption to mitigate global warming, this 
message has been lost in the rush toward 
renewables. 

But such an approach would undoubtedly be 
effective: extracting and processing critical 
minerals requires vast amounts of water and 
causes environmental pollution. Seven metals 
alone – iron, aluminum, copper, zinc, lead, 
nickel, and manganese – are responsible for 7% of 
global greenhouse-gas emissions, according to 
the OECD. 

 By focusing on lowering demand, and introducing 
more stringent requirements and effective 
mechanisms for due diligence, the EU could 
prevent environmental harms and human-rights 
abuses while also meeting its goal of building a 
more independent and resilient bloc. 
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VOLUNTEERS CLEANING OUR streets, including young men, women, and older 

women is not only heart-touching but highly nationalistic. This exercise is 

going on in preparation for the festive seasons and mainly for the pending 

inauguration of President-elect, Joseph Nyumah Boakai and Vice President-

elect, Jeremiah Kpan Koung in January 2024. 

THESE MASS VOLUNTEERS signing up to clean the capital and its suburbs are 

revolutionizing the way we ought to take care of our capital, looking and 

waiting on government to do for us clearly what we can do ourselves.

But cleaning up the city should not be only for Christmas or inaugural 

purposes. Instead, it should be a way of life for us, as Liberians. We do not 

need a special time to clean up our city or our environment. It should be a 

daily, weekly, and monthly practice to set go example for the next generation 

of Liberians that cleanliness is not just hygienic, but Godly.

We dirty the city and our communities all of the time without any remorse. It 

is correspondingly important that we clean it regularly instead of waiting for a 

specific period or a national event.

Unfortunately, Monrovia is littered with garbage and feces everywhere. 

Shamelessly even public buildings such as the Capitol and other places are not 

spared of garbage. Grass has swallowed the Capitol. It lacks running water and 

functioning toilets. 

Yet this is where our elected leaders sit to represent us! No wonder why 

President-elect Boakai has chosen to take his inaugural program there, to 

ensure it is given a proper facelift.

This was not the case in the past especially, during the Tubman, Tolbert, Doe, 

and most recently, Sirleaf eras, because relevant state institutions 

responsible to keep the city and its environs tardy were fully functional such 

as the Monrovia City Corporation and the Liberia Water and Sewer 

Corporation. 

The MCC is the enforcer of city ordinances, while the LWSC is responsible for 

the sewage system and running water in the capital. But these institutions 

have broken down completely because of bad administration and corruption. 

The LWSC cannot provide the city running water and sewer services so feces 

littered the streets due to clogged sewage lines, while the MCC has collapsed 

under recently sanctioned Mayor Jefferson Tamba Koijee.

The incoming administration of President-elect Boakai should maintain the 

current group of volunteers to help keep the city and parts adjacent cleaned 

from time to time to demonstrate Liberian pride.

Garbage and feces are breeding grounds for roaches, rats, flies, mosquitoes, 

and other rodents that come directly into homes and contaminate food and 

drinking water with sicknesses such as cholera and diarrhea. A clean 

environment is a healthy environment that promotes healthy people.

Such delicate responsibility is not a child’s play and should not be assigned to 

someone with divided or mixed priorities. It should be reserved for people 

with enough innovation and resilience to execute the job of maintaining a 

healthy environment that will drive the health of the nation.
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Cleanliness should 
be our way of life

 
 How the EU Can Secure a 
Sustainable Supply of Critical Minerals

By Johanna Sydow
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AMBRIDGE – For decades, Africa has been the world’s most commodity-dependent 

Ccontinent. At the same time, it has become overly reliant on imports from the rest 
of the world: intracontinental trade accounts for only 15% of total African trade, 

compared to 60% in Asia and 70% in the European Union. Worryingly, imports of 
manufactured goods into African countries have grown by more than 25% over the 
decade ending in 2022. 
 The continent’s import dependency can be explained primarily by the dearth of African 
industrial entrepreneurs. And Africa’s projected population growth and burgeoning 
middle class suggests that this dependency will only grow in the medium term, with 
significant implications for macroeconomic stability, unless local actors begin driving 
innovation and creating new products and services to meet the needs and desires of 
domestic consumers. 
 The problem, however, is not sustained import growth per se, especially when the rise 
of global value chains and increasing fragmentation of production have reduced the 
power of exports as a driver of short-term demand. Instead, the main issue is that 
African countries are participating in global value chains largely through backward 
activities, systematically exporting natural resources and primary commodities and 
importing manufactured goods, an imbalance that drains wealth away from the 
continent. For African fossil fuel-producing countries, the carbon-intensive “round-
tripping” model of exporting crude oil and importing refined petroleum has been costly, 
resulting in immense deadweight losses and foreign-exchange leakages. In Nigeria, for 
example, the opening of a much-anticipated oil refinery could save the country $26 
billion annually. 
 Moreover, in an era of hyper-globalization when intermediate goods account for 50% of 
global trade, African countries’ high level of forward participation in global value chains 
has scuttled prospects for structural transformation and shrunk the continent’s share of 
global trade to around 3%. It has also perpetuated the unhealthy correlation between 
growth and commodity-price cycles, resulting in increased exposure to global volatility 
and persistent structural current-account deficits. 
 While limited access to finance has been cited as a binding constraint on African 
economic development, what if the chronic deficit of entrepreneurs is equally limiting? 
After all, entrepreneurship, which improves competitiveness and business efficiency to 
lower prices for consumers, has become a leading driver of innovation and growth in 
many countries in recent decades. And Africa lags behind in this area: in the latest 
edition of US News and World Report’s Best Countries for Entrepreneurship, the 
continent’s highest-ranked country, South Africa, places only 44th. 
 One top-ranking country on that list, which includes some of the world’s wealthiest and 
most complex economies, is Singapore. Recently, companies based in the city-state 
have pursued major growth opportunities across myriad sectors and industries in Africa, 
highlighting the continent’s entrepreneurship deficit. The Tolaram Group, for example, 
created the instant-noodle market in Nigeria, producing 4.5 billion packets annually 
and generating almost $1 billion in annual revenue. 
 Compared to more diversified and higher-ranking countries like Singapore, where tight 
labor markets have pushed unemployment to natural rates, a shortage of industrial 
entrepreneurs may be doubly costly for Africa, where persistent widespread poverty 
and high unemployment fuel insecurity and migration pressures. For example, the 
unemployment rate is at Great Depression-era levels – above 30% in two of the 
continent’s largest economies, Nigeria and South Africa. In other countries, economic 
informality – think of street vendors hawking imported toothpicks, candles, cell 
phones, and batteries – has become a form of disguised unemployment. 
 An increase in entrepreneurship on the continent would generate wealth more 
sustainably, expand employment, and reduce migration flows. In many African 
countries, industrial entrepreneurs, in particular, could help diversify sources of 
growth, improve the current-account balance, and broaden the tax base. This, in turn, 
would expand countries’ fiscal space, improve debt sustainability, and gradually ease 
the constraints associated with capital scarcity.   Moreover, when the rules of origin for 
the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) are finalized, they will serve as an 
“industrialization passport” enabling made-in-Africa goods to circulate duty-free. This 
would provide local entrepreneurs with a much-needed boost to operationalize 
continental trade integration and enhance Africa’s economic dynamism.   But to take 
full advantage of the economies of scale and the growth opportunities provided by the 
AfCFTA – most notably the drastic reduction of risk associated with investing in smaller 
markets – African entrepreneurs need the support of entrepreneurial states. Fostering 
business environments that ensure a level playing field for all participants, together 
with policy coordination at the regional and continental level, would go a long way 
toward increasing Africa direct investment and stimulating the development of robust 
regional value chains.   African policymakers must also implement financial reforms to 
eliminate the credit rationing that has long undermined entrepreneurship. Finance is 
the lifeblood of business; yet, expressed as a percentage of GDP, domestic credit to the 
private sector has remained very low across Africa, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
where it averaged 37.1% of GDP in 2022. By contrast, the GDP share of domestic credit 
to the private sector in the ten countries that US News and World Report ranked as being 
the best for entrepreneurship ranges from 83.6% in Germany and 129.5% in Singapore to 
175.9% in South Korea and a whopping 216% in the United States. 
 In addition to providing easy access to capital, the most successful and enterprising 
countries share other important attributes: technological expertise, highly skilled 
labor, well-developed infrastructure (both physical and digital), transparent business 
practices, and comprehensive legal frameworks. They are also globally connected and 
fully integrated into value chains, often as manufacturing powerhouses. 
 According to an African proverb, it takes a village to raise a child. Likewise, it will take a 
host of industrial entrepreneurs and proactive entrepreneurial governments to 
transform African economies and improve their global engagement with the rest of the 
world. Supporting local entrepreneurship is the surest path to a more self-reliant and 
prosperous continent. 

OPINION

EW YORK – The advantage historians have over journalists is that the passage of 

Ntime offers them a perspective not available to those with immediate deadlines. 
But the year is about to end, which constitutes a firm deadline if the goal is to put 

2023 into perspective. “Instant history” may well be an oxymoron, but it is worth the 
effort, especially in a year that will be remembered as one defined by war. 

 Two wars in particular stand out. The first is Russia’s continuing aggression in Ukraine. 
While Ukraine continued to hold its own against Russian forces and remains a viable, 
independent country that controls roughly 80% of its territory, the much-anticipated 
Ukrainian counter-offensive accomplished little. All told, the second year of this costly 
war will be known less for what changed on the field of battle than for what did not; the 
map does not look all that different in December than it did in January. Meanwhile, 
some cracks appeared in support for Ukraine in both Europe and the United States. 

 The second war was initiated by Hamas against Israel on October 7. Surprising Israeli 
intelligence and defense forces, Hamas’s savage terrorist attacks killed more than 
1,200 people, with another 240 taken hostage. Most of the victims were civilians. 

 Israel declared as its goal the elimination of Hamas and has attacked Gaza heavily ever 
since, first by air and then on the ground, killing nearly 20,000 people so far and 
displacing almost two million. In its third month, the war shows no sign of ending. When 
it does, Israeli occupation of Gaza is likely to follow, but what will follow that is 
unknown. Prospects for peace and a Palestinian state appear more remote than ever. 

 Not surprisingly, the most important bilateral relationship of this era, between the US 
and China, also dominated headlines in 2023. The year began with a Chinese spy balloon 
traversing the US, prompting the US to shoot it down. Relations entered something of a 
deep freeze until high-level contacts resumed over the summer, culminating in a 
meeting between President Joe Biden and President Xi Jinping in San Francisco in 
November. 

 Both leaders want a calmer relationship, albeit for very different reasons. China is 
hoping for improved economic ties, while the US wants to prevent China from adding to 
global turbulence by undertaking aggression in the Taiwan Strait or the South China Sea 
or by providing military assistance to Russia. Without a shared approach to the major 
issues of the day, any floor under the relationship will be shaky at best. 

 That said, it is important to note two things that did not happen in 2023. There was no 
Taiwan crisis or incident that threatened to provoke a conflict between China and the 
US. China ended the year focusing mostly on its economy and on beginning a necessary 
transition toward domestic-demand-led growth. Given the reluctance of Chinese 
households to spend rather than save, it will be a difficult transition. 

 Nor was there a crisis involving North Korea. A widely-predicted seventh nuclear test 
never materialized. Just why Kim Jong-un refrained is unclear, but what is clear is that 
North Korea continued to increase the quantity and quality of its nuclear and missile 
forces, and even enshrined their further development in a constitutional amendment. 

 What also did not happen is any concerted response to these developments on the part 
of South Korea, Japan, or the US, although America attempted to allay growing 
concerns in South Korea about the reliability of extended deterrence. 

 The year will also be remembered for being the hottest on record. World leaders, CEOs, 
lobbyists, and activists gathered in Dubai for the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP28). But the mismatch between their efforts and the urgency of the 
problem raised more troubling questions about the world’s willingness to come 
together to address what could prove to be the defining challenge of the century. 

 Artificial intelligence had a breakthrough year in 2023, gaining broad public recognition 
as a transformative technology. Some hesitant steps at regulation were taken, but AI is 
evolving faster than governments can grasp the implications, and policymakers are 
wary of closing off potentially beneficial applications. As a result, the world is more 
likely to be affected by AI than affect its development. 

 Populism remained the year’s dominant political trait. Outsiders, or insiders who acted 
like outsiders, had a good year. This would apply to existing leadership in India and new 
leadership in Argentina, the Netherlands, and Slovakia. Regardless of their objective 
circumstances, more people are frustrated and pessimistic than content and 
optimistic. 

 We can end on an upbeat note, however. The US economy was a rare bright spot in 2023, 
with inflation declining alongside steady economic growth. Indeed, the year ended with 
stock markets near all-time highs, owing to investors’ belief that inflation could be 
reduced without triggering a recession. Prospects for a so-called soft landing appeared 
bright. 

 The most surprising development of the year might well have been the rapprochement 
between Japan and South Korea. Helped by some creative American diplomacy and 
made possible by the willingness of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to take some political risk, the bilateral relationship has 
become closer than at any time since the end of World War II. In a world in which we 
have been reminded of the reality of war, it was reassuring to see these two former foes 
enter a new era. It is a welcome reminder that positive outcomes are still possible. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2023.  www.project-syndicate.org

A Year of War and Little Peace

By Richard Haass

Africa Needs an 
Entrepreneurial Boom

By Hippolyte Fofack
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F
oreign aid and development assistance has play a significant role in shaping Liberia’s 
international relations and socioeconomic development. This paper seeks to highlight 
some significant impact aid has on development initiative in Liberia and also to unveil 

the challenges therein, with recommendations.

Since 2003, the international community has poured billions of dollars of aid into the country. 
This means Liberia remains a highly aid-dependent country, despite a significant drop in the 
amount of official development assistance (ODA) it has received since 2015. Liberia received 
US$621.6 million in net ODA in 2017, which was 43% less than it received in 2015. ODA makes 
up 33.5% of Liberia's gross national income (GNI). 

Financing Post-2015 Development Goals: Shaping a New Policy Framework for Aid in Liberia 
(waldenu.edu)

The United States is the largest donor to Liberia and Sweden is the eighth-largest donor. 
According to OECD data, Liberia received US$765 million in development aid in 2011, making 
up for 73 percent of its GNI. Between 2010 and 2017, Liberia received US$776 million in aid 
per year, which accounted for anywhere from 40% to 25% of its GDP during that time period.

The country economy was sliced by 90% as a result of the civil wars, with its gross domestic 
product (GDP) falling to barely US$54.50 per capita by 1995. However, the gross domestic 
product increased from US$748 million in 2003 to US$3.3 billion in 2017, with a per-capita 
GDP of around US$600, thanks in large part to the influx of international aid.

In 2020, The Executive Board of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
approved the disbursement of SDR36.17 
million (US$50 million; 1.7 percent of GDP) 
which was drawn under the Rapid Credit 
Facility (RCF). 

IMF Executive Board Approves a US$50 
Million Disbursement to Liberia to Address 
the COVID-19 Pandemic

And in April 2022, The Government of 
Liberia and the World Bank signed two 
financing agreements for the Liberia 
Investment, Finance and Trade (LIFT) 
project totaling the amount of US$ 40 
million of which US 20 million is an IDA grant 
and US$20 million is a concessional IDA 
credit. 

GoL, World Bank Sign Financing Agreements 
Totaling US$ 40M - EasyBlog (mfdp.gov.lr)

Reliance heavily on foreign aid have several 
negative impacts on the country.

Below are few negative impact foreign aid 
have had on the country

1. Reliance on foreign aid has cause 
dependency syndrome: Aid dependence 
doesn’t make a country strong but poorer, as 

you depend on others to solve your own problems and the worse problem is, it makes us have 
a vulnerable economic structure, becoming highly dependent on donor assistance and food 
imports. 

2. It has cause corruption: Foreign aid has become more about what it can do for our 
elites and severing the special interests of government officials rather than the public. The 
effects of corruption go beyond the corrupt government or individual, and it damages the 
rule of law, social justice and erode the truth in democracy, and elected officials to act in 
public interest. 

3. Limited capacity Building: A well-known argument is that the availability of foreign 
aid may reduce a government’s incentive to make the necessary investments in state 
capacity and institutional quality required for development (e.g., Svensson, 2000). Most 
times, donors allocate funds for a specific objective of the donor rather than the needs of the 
recipient country. 

4. Limited economic autonomy: relying heavily on foreign aid established a false sense 
of stability and growth in the economy, as infusions of foreign cash are temporary and it will 
further create a hopelessly dependent economy and systems that ignore its potential for 
hand work and taking full control of its own economy. 

Recommendations: In order to exit this foreign aid dependency syndrome, we need to do the 
following:

1. Formulate long- and medium-term development strategy and policies with 
concrete and practical programs and plans aimed to effectively reduce and eradicate 
poverty and realize prosperity and development.

2. Give emphasis to developing and improving infrastructure and connect all the 15 
counties with land, rail, air or water transportation. Attach importance to power 
development by building more hydro-power plants, erecting sufficient power grid, making 
better use of green energy.

3. Provide more education, vocational training and job opportunities to the youth.

4. Actively develop tourism, Develop ICT and promote smart cities and vigorously 
develop agriculture. etc

Article       Article
The Impact of Foreign Aid and Development 
Assistance in Liberia and the Way Forward  
Jessica Hadja Siebu, 
Candidate, MAIR, Cuttington Graduate School of Global Affairs and Policy
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E
nfin, le Ministre des 
Finances et du 
Développement a 

soumis le Projet de Budget 
National à la Chambre des 

Représentants, totalisant 
625,57 millions de dollars 
américains pour l'année 
fiscale 2024. La soumission 
intervient avec trois mois de 
retard par rapport à la date 
prévue pour l'instrument 
financier.

Lors de la présentation ici 
le mardi 19 décembre 2023, 
la Ministre adjointe des 
Finances chargée du Budget 
et de la Planification du 
Développement, Tanneh 
Gera ld ine  Brunson,  a  
déclaré que le montant de 
623,14 millions de dollars, 
soit 99,6 %, est projeté 

comme revenu intérieur, tandis 
que 2,43 millions de dollars, soit 
0 ,39  % ,  p rov iennent  de  
ressources externes.

Selon la Ministre adjointe 

Brunson, les dépenses totales 
proposées pour l'exercice 2024 
s'élèvent à 625,57 millions de 
dollars, en conformité avec 
l'enveloppe budgétaire prévue.

La composante récurrente 
des dépenses est de 594,54 
millions de dollars, soit 95 % du 
total des dépenses proposées, 
tandis que le coût total des 
Projets d'Investissement du 
Secteur Public est projeté à 
31,03 millions de dollars, soit 5 % 
du total des dépenses proposées.

La Ministre Brunson a 
expliqué que les premières 
revendications sur les ressources 
disponibles sont axées sur les 

catégor ies  de dépenses  
obligatoires qui doivent être 
satisfaites. À cet égard, un 
montant total de 594,54 
millions de dollars affecté aux 
dépenses récurrentes a été 
alloué et guidé par l'ordre de 
priorité suivant : Service de la 
d e t t e  ( i n t é r i e u r e  e t  
extérieure), Rémunération des 
employés, Subventions, Biens 
et services pour les secteurs de 
l'éducation et de la santé, entre 
autres.

Elle a précisé que le 
processus de soumission était 
en conformité avec l'article 
17.1 de la Loi sur la Gestion 
Financière Publique, couvrant 
la période du 1er janvier 2024 
au 31 décembre 2024.

"Honorable Président et 
Membres de la Chambre des 
Représentants, bien que ce 
budget soit le reflet des 
programmes et des priorités de 
l'administration sortante, il ne 
devrait pas être inattendu que 
l 'administration entrante 
puisse instaurer des mesures 
pour ajuster, recalibrer, voire 
même recaster les programmes 
et les priorités ici pour indiquer 
un changement de politique, 
espérons-le dans l'esprit de la 
c o n t i n u i t é  d a n s  l a  
gouvernance", ajoute-t-elle.

En même temps, elle s'est 
excusée pour le retard dans la 
soumission, qu'elle attribue à 
l'occupation nationale et à la 
distraction associées aux 
élections très compétitives de 
2023.

e médecin légiste en 

Lc h e f  d e  l a  
R é p u b l i q u e  d u  

Libéria, le Dr Benedict B. 
Koule, a témoigné lundi 18 
décembre, réfutant le 
rapport d'autopsie fourni par 
le médecin légiste de la 
défense basé aux États-Unis, 
le Dr Mathau I. Okaye, le 
décrivant comme très 
erroné.

Le Dr Koule a déclaré que 
le Dr Okaye semblait avoir 
l'intention d'introduire un 
élément contradictoire dans 
l'autopsie initiale précise 
qu'il avait réalisée. Le 
médecin légiste libérien a 
souligné dans son travail que 
la cause du décès était un 
choc hypovolémique dû à de 
multiples blessures par arme 
blanche, entraînant une 
perte massive de sang dans la 
poitrine.

"Si vous regardez la 
conjonctive de Charloe Musu 
lors de l'autopsie, vous 
pouvez clairement voir 
qu'elle n'est pas seulement 
sévèrement pâle mais 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

blanche comme du papier ; 
effectuer une autopsie et une 
analyse ADN et conclure qu'un 
tueur est musclé représente une 
falsification de faits, de science et 
de dimensions inimaginables", a 
rétorqué le Dr Koule.

I l  a  a f f i r m é  q u e  l a  
représentation du Dr Okaye est 
fausse, trompeuse et une 
déformation complète des faits. 
Le Dr Koule a soutenu que sur la 
cuisse gauche du corps, il y a une 
profonde lacération causée par un 

cou teau  t r anchan t ,  s e  
déplaçant de la partie interne 
de la cuisse vers la partie 
externe, inclinée légèrement 
vers la tête. Cela indique qu'il 
ne s'agit pas d'une blessure par 
force contondante, mais d'une 
blessure similaire à celle 
précédente causée par un 
tranchant, très probablement 
un couteau, comme l 'a 
témoigné l'une des suspects, 

ÉditorialÉditorialÉditorial

Le spectacle des volontaires, parmi lesquels des jeunes hommes, 
des femmes, et des aînées, qui s'attelent au nettoyage de nos rues 
ne peut que susciter une profonde émotion, car il incarne un 
patriotisme ardent. 
Cette initiative, orchestrée en prévision des festivités et en 
préparation de l'investiture imminente du président élu Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai et du vice-président élu Jeremiah Kpan Koung en 
janvier 2024, témoigne d'une mobilisation collective sans 
précédent.

Ces bénévoles massivement engagés dans l'assainissement de la 
capitale et de ses environs opèrent une véritable révolution dans 
notre approche de la préservation de notre capitale, démontrant 
qu'il est temps d'assumer nous-mêmes ce que nous attendons du 
gouvernement.

Cependant, l'entretien de la ville ne devrait pas être circonscrit 
uniquement aux périodes de Noël ou d'investiture. Il doit plutôt 
devenir un mode de vie pour nous, Libériens. Nul besoin d'attendre 
une occasion particulière pour nettoyer notre cité et son 
environnement. Il convient d'instaurer une pratique quotidienne, 
hebdomadaire, voire mensuelle, afin de donner l'exemple à la 
génération future, tout en démontrant que la propreté n'est pas 
seulement une question d'hygiène, mais revêt également une 
dimension spirituelle.

Malheureusement, Monrovia se trouve actuellement jonchée de 
détritus et d'ordures à chaque coin de rue. Même des édifices 
publics tels que le Capitole et d'autres lieux ne sont pas épargnés par 
ce fléau. L'herbe a envahi le Capitole, qui souffre du manque d'eau 
courante et de toilettes fonctionnelles. Il est dès lors 
compréhensible que le président élu Boakai ait choisi d'organiser 
son programme inaugural à cet endroit, afin d'assurer une remise en 
état adéquate.

Une telle situation n'était pas envisageable par le passé, 
particulièrement durant les ères Tubman, Tolbert, Doe et plus 
récemment Sirleaf, lorsque les institutions étatiques responsables 
du maintien de la propreté de la ville étaient pleinement 
opérationnelles, telles que la Corporation de la Ville de Monrovia et 
la Corporation des Eaux et Égouts du Libéria.

La CVM est chargée d'appliquer les ordonnances de la ville, tandis 
que la CLEL assure le bon fonctionnement du système 
d'assainissement et de l'approvisionnement en eau dans la capitale. 
Malheureusement, ces institutions ont totalement décliné en raison 
d'une mauvaise gestion et de la corruption. La CLEL n'est plus en 
mesure de fournir à la ville des services d'eau courante et 
d'assainissement, laissant les rues jonchées d'excréments dus à des 
canalisations d'égouts obstruées. 

Parallèlement, la CVM a implosé sous la direction du maire 
récemment sanctionné, Jefferson Tamba Koijee.

Il est essentiel que l'administration à venir du président élu Boakai 
maintienne le groupe actuel de volontaires pour contribuer 
régulièrement au maintien de la propreté de la ville et de ses 
environs, afin de manifester la fierté libérienne.

En effet, déchets et excréments constituent des foyers de 
prolifération pour les cafards, les rats, les mouches, les moustiques 
et autres rongeurs, qui pénètrent directement dans les foyers, 
contaminant nourriture et eau potable et propageant des maladies 
telles que le choléra et la diarrhée. Un environnement propre est un 
environnement sain, favorisant la santé de la population.

CONT’D ON PAGE  9
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Ministère des Finances soumet un projet de
 budget de 625 millions de dollars américains

Le médecin légiste du gouvernement dément
 le rapport du médecin légiste de la défense

Ministre Tanneh Geraldine Brunson
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"Face à des pressions 

croissantes, en particulier le 
fardeau de la dette nationale 
et les dépenses récurrentes, 
seuls des programmes et 
p r o j e t s  n a t i o n a u x  
transversaux critiques dans 
trois secteurs ont été 
proposés dans le cadre du 
segment du Programme 
d'Investissement du Secteur 
Public (PISP) du budget. 
Parmi ceux-ci figure le Fonds 
National Routier dans le 
secteur de l'Infrastructure et 
des Services de Base", 
explique la Ministre.

En recevant le budget, le 
Président de la Chambre 
Bhofal Chambers a appelé à 
u n e  p l a n i f i c a t i o n  
automatique du processus 
budgétaire.

"Comme vous le savez et 
nous acceptons les excuses, 
cet instrument aurait dû être 
présenté ici il y a trois mois, 
afin que nous aurions pu 
examiner attentivement le 

processus et assurer la diligence", 
dit-il.

Le Président Chambers a dit 
que le législateur ferait le 
maximum pour assurer l'adoption 
dans l'intérêt du pays et de son 
peuple. L'organe prêtera, selon 
lui, une attention particulière à 
la décision de la Cour Suprême, 
enjoignant au gouvernement de 
régler les arriérés des anciens 
législateurs et le paiement aux 
victimes du naufrage dans le 
cadre du processus de révision, 
a f i n  d e  m a i n t e n i r  u n e  
coordination entre les trois 
branches du gouvernement.

Le projet de budget national 
de 625,57 millions de dollars est 
le dernier de l'administration 
sortante du Président George 
Weah, qui a perdu les élections 
de 2023 face au principal 
challenger, l'Ambassadeur Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai. M. Boakai prend 
officiellement ses fonctions de 
Président du Liberia en janvier 
2024. Édition par Jonathan 
Browne.

Starts from page 8
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 peine une semaine après que le gouvernement 

Àaméricain a sanctionné trois hauts responsables 
supplémentaires du gouvernement du Libéria 

pour leur prétendue implication dans la corruption, le 
représentant vaincu du district électoral n°8 du 
comté de Montserrado, Acarous Moses Gray, est venu 
défendre vigoureusement les responsables 
sanctionnés, appelant à une enquête approfondie.
"Mon point de vue sur toute cette saga des sanctions, 
je pense que le gouvernement américain aurait dû 
aller plus loin pour enquêter sur certaines de ces 
questions.
Imaginez certains des personnages mentionnés sur la 
liste des sanctions, je les connais personnellement et 
je peux témoigner pour eux ; ce sont des gens de 
bonne moralité", déclare le député Gray.
Il a lancé ce défi le mardi 19 décembre 2023, lors de sa 
visite à l'école de démonstration de Monrovia à Clay 
Street, Monrovia, où il a remis cent mille dollars 
libériens (LRD100,000) à l'administration, ainsi que du 
matériel éducatif pour marquer cette saison festive.
Récemment, le gouvernement américain a 
sanctionné trois hauts responsables du régime Weah 
pour corruption. Les personnes désignées incluent le 
ministre des Finances Samuel Tweah, les sénateurs 
Albert T. Chie et Emmanuel Nuquay.
Plus tôt, le 8 décembre 2023, le département du 
Trésor américain a désigné le maire de Monrovia et 
secrétaire général de la Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique (CDC), Jefferson Koijee.
Les États-Unis avaient déjà sanctionné Nathaniel 
McGill, sénateur élu du comté de Margibi, Bill 
Twehway, sénateur élu du comté de River Cess, et 
l'ancien procureur général Cllr. Saymah Syrenius 

Cephus. Ont également été sanctionnés 
le sénateur du comté de Nimba, Prince 
Y. Johnson, et le sénateur vaincu du 
Grand Cap, Varney G. Sherman.
Mais en réaction à ces sanctions, le 
député Gray a affirmé qu'en matière de 
violation des droits de l'homme, 
mentionner le maire de la ville de 
Monrovia, Jefferson Koijee, dans une 
telle catégorie nécessite une enquête 
approfondie car "je connais Koijee et je 
ne me déroberai jamais à cela".
Il a critiqué les États-Unis pour ne pas 
avoir sanctionné des individus qui, selon 
lui, ont travaillé avec la Commission 
Vérité et Réconciliation (CVJR), en 
particulier l'ancien président de la 
CVJR, M. Jerome Verdier, et l'ancien 
général rebelle devenu évangéliste, 
Joshua Milton Blayee alias "Butt Naked".
"Je pense que ces individus qui ont tué 
nos concitoyens et qui ont contribué à la 

destruction massive de citoyens innocents, ce 
sont des personnes qui doivent être 
sanctionnées. Franchement, condamner 
quelqu'un sans preuve, où intervient la loi de 
l’enquête ?" a-t-il ajouté.
Il estime que les sanctions visent les 
responsables du gouvernement dirigé par la 
CDC, se demandant pourquoi le secrétaire 
d'État américain n'a pas imposé des restrictions 
de visa à l'encontre des individus de 
l'administration précédente dirigée par 
l'ancienne présidente Sirleaf.
Il a rappelé que l'ancien auditeur général John 
Morlu a déclaré trois fois corrompu le 
gouvernement de l'UP sous Madame Sirleaf, 
mais l'Amérique n'a désigné aucun responsable 
de cette administration.
Commentant son silence depuis l'annonce des 
résultats des élections, le député sortant du 
district 8 s’est vanté de chercher l'intérêt du 
peuple et du pays dans son ensemble au cours de 
ses douze années au Parlement.
"Cette fonction appartient au peuple ; c'est eux 
qui décident quand vous la recevez et quand ils 
vous la retirent, donc je suis reconnaissant au 
peuple du district 8 et à la CDC, y compris le 
président Weah, de m'avoir donné l'opportunité 
de servir", dit-il.
Gray a souligné qu'à partir de maintenant, il se 
considère comme membre de l'opposition et ne 
se dérobera jamais aux positions qu'il a prises 
alors qu'il était membre de l'administration 
sortante dirigée par la CDC. 

Ministère des Finances 

Le médecin légiste du Starts from page 8

Getrude Newton.
Le Dr Koule a déclaré que les 

conclusions du Dr Okaye 
manquent de spécificité et ne 
peuvent pas être mesurées, les 
rendant vagues et destinées à 
induire le public en erreur. Il a 
souligné que la certitude 
médicale se mesure en termes 
de probabilité, et cette 
probabilité doit être clairement 
énoncée.

"Si je lance une pièce, il y a 
une chance de 50% que soit la 
face soit le dos apparaisse, et 
cela doit être précisé ; lorsque 
nous traitons des personnes 
malades atte intes  d 'une 
maladie terminale, nous 
donnons la probabilité de 
survie", a-t-il ajouté.

Le Dr Koule a soutenu que la 
conclusion du Dr Okaye est 
basée sur de mauvaises 
prémices et est donc fausse, car 
il n'était pas scientifiquement 
possible pour lui d'utiliser les 
résultats de la scène de crime 
pour conclure qu'un intrus 
masculin était entré dans la 
maison.

I l  a souligné que les 
échantillons d'ADN qu'il (le Dr 
Koule) a prélevés dans la maison 
n'ont pu isoler aucun ADN 
masculin, ce qui ne signifie en 
aucun cas qu'aucun homme n'est 
entré dans la maison. La 
présence de l'ADN du suspect sur 
la scène du crime ne les 
implique en aucune manière 
scientifiquement, car le suspect 
vivait dans la même maison.

" N o u s  s o m m e s  t o u s  
conscients que, parmi les 
quatre suspects, seul un 
suspect, Getrude Newton, 
aurait saigné d'une coupure 
mineure sur la peau. Il est donc 
incorrect d 'analyser  des 
échantillons de sang qui 
n'appartiennent manifestement 

pas au suspect et d'en tirer une 
conclusion parce que leur ADN 
était présent dans ce sang ; ils 
sont exclus du crime", a-t-il 
encore argumenté.

Le Dr Koule a noté que les 
preuves d'ADN fournies par le Dr 
Okaye indiquaient clairement 
des artefacts le long de la ligne 
représentant le chromosome Y, 
également connu sous le nom de 
Yardin, donc la question de la 
contamination a été soulevée 
dans les conclusions du Dr 
Koule.

"Mon cerveau est plus jeune ; 
i l  est vif. En tant que 
pathologiste, j'ai utilisé mes 
connaissances au fil des ans 
pour fournir des faits qui ont 
c o n d u i t  a v e c  s u c c è s  à  
l'adjudication des affaires", a 
déclaré le Dr Koule.

D'autre part, il a fait valoir 
que le Dr Okaye a utilisé ses 
connaissances pour effectuer 
plusieurs autopsies, au moins 
quatre au Libéria, dont une 
impliquait Angel Togba, une 
mineure de 13 ans. Le Dr Koule a 
rappelé que le Dr Okaye était 
venu au Libéria deux ans après 
la mort de la mineure et avait 
pratiqué une autopsie sur les 
restes décomposés, concluant 
qu'il n'avait rien trouvé.

"Vous êtes conscient que la 
défunte Charloe Musu n'est pas 
la fille biologique de ces 
suspects", a souligné le Dr 
Koule.

Il a rappelé un cas impliquant 
feu Harry Greaves, où le Dr 
Okaye avait conclu une autopsie 
en déclarant que Harry Greaves 
était mort par noyade après que 
son corps ait été retrouvé sur la 
plage dans une phase critique.

"C 'est le bi lan de ce 
pathologiste nigérian, le Dr 
Okaye", a insisté le Dr Koule. 
Édition par Jonathan Browne.

Gray souhaite que les sanctions 
américaines fassent l'objet d'une enquête
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more headline news       more headline news 

A
 three-year-old boy 
identified as little 
Emmanuel Feartieah 

has died after drowning in an 
o p e n  w e l l  i n  G b e a p o  
Kanweaken,  R iver  Gee 
County. According to police 
reports, the incident occurred 
on 19 December 2023 when 
little Emmanuel  Feartieah’s 
aunty identified as Sarah Chea 
allegedly took him to the well 
to watch her clothes.

onestar Cell MTN, a 

Ll e a d i n g  
telecommunications 

company, has proudly donated 
funds to St. Joseph's Catholic 
Hospital in effort to raise 
monies to purchase the state-
of-the-art CT (Computed 
Tomography) scan machine.  

The CT scan machine, a 
vital diagnostic tool that will 
significantly enhance the 
hospital's medical imaging 
capabilities. This advanced 
technology will contribute to 
quicker and more accurate 
d i a g n o s e s ,  u l t i m a t e l y  
improving patient care and 
o u t c o m e s .    T h i s  
philanthropic initiative is a 
testament to Lonestar Cell 
MTN's commitment to the 
well-being of the community 
and further strengthens the 
longstanding partnership with 
the Hospital. 

 St. Joseph's Catholic 
Hospital has been a key 
stakeholder for Lonestar Cell 
MTN, providing essential 
healthcare services to the 
community. The hospital has 
not only been a go-to medical 
facility for Lonestar Cell MTN 
staff but also plays a crucial 
role in facilitating mobile 
money payments for patients, 
showcasing the depth of the 
relationship between the two 
entities. 

 Speaking about the 
donation, Lonestar Cell MTN 
Senior Manager for the 
Enterprise Business Unit, 

Sarah is alleged to have left 
little Emmanuel beside the 
clothes and went to purchase 
soap in the nearest community.

Sarah said upon her return, 

she didn't see little Feartieah 
besides the clothes and she 
thought that he had gone home.

Sarah said she continue to 
wash her clothes for several 
hours. But little Feartieah’s 
situation claimed his parents 
and community members’ 
attention during the late 
evening hours in Gbeapo 

Princess Eva Cooper, expressed 
the company's dedication to 
making a positive impact on the 
c o m m u n i t y.     " O u r  
longstanding relationship with 
St. Joseph's Catholic Hospital 
goes beyond business. We 
recognize the critical role the 
hospital plays in providing 
healthcare services to our 
community. This donation is a 
small token of our appreciation 
for the invaluable work they do, 
and we are proud to contribute 
to the enhancement of their 
medical facilities," she said.  

 The partnership between 
Lonestar Cell MTN and St. 
Joseph's Catholic Hospital 
exemplifies the company's 
commitment to corporate 
social responsibility and 
community development. By 
invest ing  in  hea l thcare  
infrastructure, Lonestar Cell 
MTN aims to contribute to the 
overall well-being of the 
c o m m u n i t y  i t  s e r v e s .    
Christine Attia, a Registered 
Nurse, and the Chairperson of 

Kanweken when he was 
nowhere to be seen.

For several hours there was a 
search for the missing little boy 
in the Jenkins Community 
before he was finally found at 10 
PM to have drowned in the well.

Meanwhile, a 15-man jury 
was immediately instituted by 
the police to examine the body 
of little Emmanuel Feartieah.

  After careful examinations 
and observations on the body, 
the 15-man jury reported to the 
public that there was no foul 
play. The jury however pointed 
out that the boy may have died 
of drowning and his lifeless body 
was turned over to the bereaved 
family for burial.

The death news of little 
Emmanuel Feartieah has been 
greeted with lots of regrets and 
worries including calls from 
community dwellers to parents 
for them to be able to take good 
care of their kids. The 
deceased’s relative Sarah Chea 
has been arrested by the Liberia 
National Police in River Gee 
County and is undergoing police 
questioning regarding the death 
of little Emmanuel Feartieah.

t h e  6 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  
F u n d r a i s i n g  C o m m i t t e e  
expressed her sincere gratitude 
for the generous donation.    
“We thank Lonestar Cell MTN for 
its partnership.  We have raised 
$63,000 towards the CT scan 
thus far and this company’s 
donation is helping us get closer 
to our goal.     About Lonestar 
Cell MTN:  Lonestar Cell MTN is 
a leading telecommunications 
c ompany  c ommi t t ed  t o  
connecting people to the 
opportunities that enable them 
to progress. With a focus on 
innovation and community 
development, Lonestar Cell 
MTN strives to make a positive 
impact on the lives of its 
customers and the communities 
it serves. 

 About St. Joseph's Catholic 
Hospital: 

St. Joseph's Catholic Hospital 
is a reputable healthcare 
inst itut ion dedicated to 
providing high-quality medical 
services to the community. With 
a commitment to excellence 
and compassion, the hospital 
plays a crucial role in promoting 
health and well-being. 

we obtained 11,618 votes, while 
official tally sheet says we 
obtained 11,918 votes, with a 
difference of 300 votes; does this 
not call for recount?”’ He asked.

Dr. Topor disclosed that these 
al leged irregularit ies are 
alarming and warrant a recount 
of the votes, saying that the 
hearing officer and the NEC 
Board erred in the manner and 
form they conducted the entire 
proceeding to the point that they 
did, because they did not 
properly examine all pieces of 
evidence presented.

“We are taking our appeal to 
the Supreme Court to examine 
the decision taken by the NEC to 
declare Mr. Brown winner of the 
senatorial race in the county. In 
our bill of exception, we are only 
demanding a recount in the 
process. And so, from here I am 
meeting with my legal team 
because they have already 
prepared the bill of exception 

and we will file it with the 
Supreme Court today.” 

According to him, this is not 
just about him but the more than 
twelve thousand citizens that 
stood in the sun to vote, maintain 
that he will not allow their voices 
to be thwarted because he can’t 
afford to drop their hope.

The aggrieved senatorial 
candidate claims he has dozens 
of evidences in his possession 
which suggest that the election 
was fraudulent, as ballot papers 
exceeded the average number of 
voters and Senator Brown took 
the election based on financial 
influence.

iberia National Union 

L(LINU) Maryland County 
Senatorial Candidate 

Dr. Wollor E. Topor, has taken 
flight to the Supreme Court of 
Liberia, demanding a recount in 
the senatorial election.

Dr. Topor is calling for 
examination of the decision 
taken by  the Board  of  
Commissioners of the National 
E l e c t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  
declaring incumbent Senator J. 
Gblebo-Bo Brown, winner of the 
county’s senatorial seat.

Addressing a news press 
conference  in  Monrov ia  
Wednesday, December 20, 
2023, senatorial candidate 
Topor alleged that he was 
robbed of his votes therefore, 
his legal team will file a bill of 
exception to the Supreme Court 
t o d a y ,  T h u r s d a y ,  t o  
comprehensively examine the 
NEC’s decision.

He said they have been 
following all of the initial 
processes to addressing their 
grievance in line with Article 83 
(c) of the 1986 Constitution of 
Liberia and the election law by 
filing formal compliant before 
the Elections Magistrate in the 
county, and the full Board of the 
National Elections Commission.  

According to him, they filed 
compliant within the timeframe 
on October 16, 2023 and the 
case was heard by NEC 
designated hearing officer, 
Richard M. Dafuwah, and 
provided evidence that several 
of the tally sheets were not 
stamped, including alleged 
tampering with figures, and 
that the average number of 
valid and invalid votes recorded 
were more than the total 
number of ballot papers 
recorded in the ballot box from 
precincts 27024, in electoral 
district#2, Maryland.

“Our opponent leads the 
senate race with 12,712 votes 
while we obtained 11,618 
v o t e s .  W h a t  t h e  N E C  
pronounced and placed on the 
website is quite different from 
what is on the NEC official tally 
sheet issued to us right after the 
tally process. NEC pronounced 

3 years old boy drowns in River Gee 
By Patrick N. Mensah,
     Maryland County

Senatorial candidate
 runs to Supreme Court

By Lincoln G. Peters

Lonestar Cell MTN's donates to 
St. Joseph's Catholic Hospital

Liberia in double standard
Starts from page 11

d ip lomat i c  approach  i n  
restoring peace because, he 
argued, peaceful lives are being 
lost, especially children.

President Weah noted that 
he urged the Israeli President to 
exercise restraint for the sake 
of humanity and peace. 

At the same time he clarifies 
that his resentment is not 
against the United States, but 
he stands with the United 
Nations and the rest of the 

world for global peace and stability. 
"How can a George Weah, 

President Weah that you know, vote 
against peace. Before voting, I met 
with the Foreign Minister as to how 
we will vote and we agreed to vote 
for peace and diplomacy to end the 
war in Gaza. I told him that if the 
entire world is voting diplomacy 
and peace, I can't be left out as 
former Peace Ambassador. There is 
no way I can’t call for peace in 
another country", Mr. Weah 
maintains. 



A
 fifteen-man jury 
panel will hand a 
v e r d i c t  t o d a y,  

Thursday, 21 December 2023 
following Liberia’s former 
Chief Justice Cllr. Gloria Musu 
Scott and three of her family 

members’ trial for alleged 
murder. Cllr. Scott and 
Gertrude Newton, Alice 
Johnson, and Rebecca Youdeh 
Wisner have pleaded not guilty 
to the indictment following 
the murder of Charloe Musu.

Their trial comes after 
sanctioned Monrovia Mayor 
and ruling Coalition for 

Democratic Change (CDC) 
secretary general Jefferson 
Koijee denied ordering the 
brutal attack in which Charloe 
was murdered. Charloe Musu 
was brutally murdered on 22 
February 2023 at her mother 
Cllr. Scott’s Brewerville 

residence after the former 
Chief Justice reported to police 
authorities two different 
criminal attacks on her home.

Liberia’s former Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) boss Cllr. Jerome Verdier 
has accused Koijee of allegedly 
ordering Monrovia City Police 
official Varlee Telleh to carry 
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out the attack. Both Koijee and 
Telleh have denied the 
allegation that they were 
responsible for the attack at 
Cllr. Scott’s Brewerville 
residence.

Cllr. Scott said she had 
reported to police authorities 

two incidents of attacks at her 
home, but no action was taken 
before the third incident led to 
Charloe’s murder. However, 
Cllr. Scott and three of her 
family members were instead 
i n d i c t e d  b y  L i b e r i a n  
prosecutors for Charloe’s 
murder.

Cllr. Scott

P
r e s i den t  Geo r ge  
M a n n e h  W e a h ’ s  
recent order to the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Dee-
Maxwell Saah Kemayah in 
Monrovia, to revoke Liberia’s 
vote against humanitarian 
ceasefire in war-torn Gaza is 
opening a can of worms in what 
seems to be clear double 
s tandard  here,  a s  the  
government had earlier taken 
a definitive stance on 12th 
December 2023 along with 10 
other countries including the 
Un i ted  S ta tes ,  aga in s t  
ceasefire in Gaza.

Bu t  o ve r tu rn i ng  t he  
decision in a brief statement 
he re  on  S unday,  1 7 t h  
December at a regular worship 
in his Forky Klon Family 
Church, President Weah said, 
as man of peace, he will not 
promote, vote, neither 
support war and political 
instability in another country. 

"That Liberian that voted 
against war is a wicked 
Liberian and he voted himself; 
not us, and God will not spear 
that person’s life. They voted 

wrongly and we will fix it. Our 
vote will be with the other 
c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  v o t e d  
diplomacy and not war. Maybe, 
he was doing it to tarnish my 
character and government 
because we are leaving power. 
But I want to tell him or her 
that they are wasting time", 
President Weah reacted. 

H o w e v e r,  L i b e r i a ’ s  
Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative to the United 
Nations, Sarah Safyn Fyneah, 
clarifies that the Government 
of Liberia's initial vote on UN 
resolution A/ES-10/L.27 on 
December 12th was based on a 
prior directive from the 
Foreign Ministry in Monrovia, 
w h i c h ,  s h e  n o t e s ,  
unfortunately, contradicted 
President Weah's and the 
government's established 
stance.

Ambassador Fyneah in a 
press release from New York, 
laments that the discrepancy 
r a i s e s  c on c e rn s  a b ou t  
misrepresentation, prompting 

a need for President Weah to seek 
clarification from the Foreign Minister, 
who seemingly did not adhere to his 
instructions issued since 14th 
November 2023, more than a month 
before the UN vote.

“It's important to highlight that on 
December 8th, I instructed the Deputy 
Permanent Representative to seek the 
Minister's guidance to co-sponsor the 
draft resolution A/ES-10/L.27 but 
received no response. 

O n  D e c e m b e r  1 2 t h ,  I  
communicated with the Minister and 
the Acting Foreign Minister, to confirm 
their directive on the vote on the 
resolution. Acting on their affirmative 
response, I instructed a staffer to 
i m p l e m e n t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s ” ,  
Ambassador Fyneah explains.

She  under scores  that  the  
responsibility for the inaccurate 
directive lies with the Foreign 
Ministry, noting that “it is crucial not 
to tarnish the reputation of Liberia’s 
diplomats at the UN who, despite 
challenges, continue to make 
sacrifices for Liberia's visibility and 
contribution to the United Nations' 
mandate”.

The Ambassador refutes perception 
that Liberia’s Diplomats at the UN 

acted independently, and calls for 
r ev i ew  and  c l a r i f i c a t i on  o f  
misrepresentation. 

According to her, Liberia’s 
diplomats at the UN operate under the 
guidance and instructions of the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, ensuring 
that their actions align with the 
country’s stance, adding that 
d e c i s i o n s  a r e  n o t  m a d e  
independently; instead, guidance is 
sought to accurately represent 
Liberia's position.

But President Weah said he is 
innocent of the decision and knews 
nothing about it because his 
government took a decision in 
consultation with the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs to vote peace over war, 
noting that the person who voted in 
favor of continuous conflict, acted 
unilaterally based on personal 
interests. 

Mr. Weah explained that when the 
war started initially, he wrote a letter 
on November 4, 2023 to the Israeli 
Embassy, appealing to President 
Benjamin Netanyahu to consider 
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Cllr. Scott faces verdict today
By Lincoln G. Peters 

Liberia in double standard on Israel?
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CCRA, December 

A20th ,  2023—The  
Wor ld  Bank has  

appointed Mr. Robert Taliercio 
O’Brien as Country Director 
for Ghana, Liberia, and Sierra 
Leone in the Western and 
Central Africa Region. His 
appointment takes effect 
from January 2nd, 2024, and 
he will be based in the World 
Bank’s Accra Office.

 Mr. Taliercio, an American 
national, joined the World 
Bank in 2000 as a Young 
Professional in the Africa 
region and has served as 
Practice Manager, Lead 
Economist, and Country 
Economist in multiple regions, 
including East Asia and the 
Pacific, Europe and Central 
Asia, and Africa. His most 
recent assignment has been as 
Regional Director in the Latin 
America and Caribbean 
Region for the Equitable 
G rowth ,  F i nance ,  and  
Institutions (EFI) Department.

 Prior to joining the World 
Bank, Mr. Taliercio was a 
Lecturer in Public Finance at 
the Harvard Institute for 
International Development 
and a Manager for HIID’s 
Program on Investment 
Appraisal and Management. 
He also served as a visiting 
professor at the Bolivian 
Catholic University. He has 
written on public finance 
policy and administration in 
academic journals, books, 
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  

publications. He has received 
service awards from the 
Ministers of Finance of the 
Republic of Korea and the 
Kingdom of Cambodia.

 In his new position Mr. 
Taliercio’s top three priorities 
will be to: (i) lead the Bank's 
strategic dialogue with these 
countries and support the 
implementation of the Africa 
Region’s priorities, (ii) deepen 
the policy dialogue and 
partnership with governments 
and key stakeholders, and (iii) 

oversee the delivery and 
implementation of the lending 
and non-lending portfolio. 

 Mr. Taliercio holds a PhD and 
a master’s in public policy from 
Harvard University, a Master of 
Arts in Latin American Studies 
from Stanford University, and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Public and 
International Affairs from 
Princeton University. He has 
written on public finance policy 
and administration in academic 
j o u r n a l s ,  b o o k s ,  a n d  
development publications.

World Bank announces new Country 
Director for Ghana, Liberia, and Sierra Leone

Mr. Robert Taliercio O’Brien

Pres. Weah
Minister Kemayah

Charloe Musu



M
embers of the House of 
Representatives have 
rejected a request 

from the Minister of Internal 
Affairs to lift the moratorium 
placed on the Bong County 
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  S o c i a l  

Development Accounts.
Internal Affairs Minister Varney 

Sirleaf had appealed to the 
P l e n a r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
representatives' offices, seeking 
the removal of the moratorium.

The moratorium was imposed 
in 2019 following an audit 
conducted by the General 
Auditing Agency (GAC). The GAC's 

audit, completed since then, 
had raised concerns about the 
setup of the County Council.

However, the rejection by 
the House was grounded in the 
fact that the Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) had not yet 
reported on the matter. 

Additionally, members said 
t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  
moratorium had been at the 
behest of the Bong County 
legislative caucus.

This decision underscores 
the importance placed on due 
process  and committee 
evaluations in matters of 
financial governance. 

On 10 August 2021, Bong 
C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  # 3  
Representative Marvin Cole 
wrote a letter to plenary 
inviting Internal Affairs 
Minister Varney Sirleaf and 
the county’s Superintend 
Esther Walker to appear 

before Plenary and 
explain the alleged 
mismanagement of over 
$80,000 USD from the 
county’s coffers.

D u r i n g  t h e i r  
appearance, Minister 
S i r l e a f  a n d  
Superintendent Walker 
d e n i e d  f i n a n c i a l  
malpractice and said 
they had been working in 
line with the law.

Minister Sirleaf said 
Rep. Cole had over the 
p a s t  h a d  a  c l o s e  
relationship with Bong 
C o u n t y  A s s i s t a n t  
Super intendent for  
F iscal  Affa irs  Paul  
Sulunteh who sometimes 

complained of being left out 
in financial decision making 
by the county despite being 
signatory A-1 to the county’s 
account.

However, the lawmakers 
in session voted to audit the 
account of the county from 
the period 2018 to 2021.
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