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n 2nd July 2010, the global Ocommunity birthed a new UN 
agency, the United Nations Entity for 

Gender Equality and the Empowerment of 
Women (UN Women), whose establishment 
was made possible by the coming together of 
member states and the powerful global 
women's movement. 
As we mark fifteen years since UN Women's 
establishment this month, we must pay 
tribute to those who brought to life the vision 
of a dedicated UN entity for the 
empowerment of women and girls and we 
must recommit and continue to invest in 
realizing its mandate. In many ways, the 
story of UN Women is the story of global 
solidarity. 
It is the result of decades of tireless advocacy 
by the global women's movement, the 
unwavering commitment of Member States, 
and a recognition that half of humanity 
deserves an agency wholly dedicated to 
advancing their rights, opportunities, and 
voices. Building on the legacy of the UN 
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), 
and the other offices existing then for the 
advancement of women, UN Women's 
creation, in 2010, represented a breakthrough 
moment for multilateralism: a bold statement 
that gender equality is not peripheral, but 
central to justice, peace and development. 
The earlier years of UN Women's 
establishment represented a transformative 
time in Liberia's history. I had just become 
Africa's first democratically elected female 
Head of State, an outcome made possible by 
the determination and organizing power of 
Liberian women. 
The significance of my election, and the 
establishment of UN Women, felt part of a 
broader wave: one that saw women, 
particularly from post-conflict countries like 
ours, taking their rightful place at the 
forefront of peacebuilding. In Liberia, UN 
Women quickly became a trusted 
partner,working alongside government, civil 
society, and traditional leaders to embed 
gender equality into national policies and 
priorities, strengthening coordination across 
sectors to address the root causes of 
inequality. 
UN Women's investments have been 
strategic and cognisant of the lived realities 
of Liberian women. It has supported 
women's economic empowerment through 
skills training, access to finance, and adult 
literacy programs—particularly for rural 
women. It has helped to establish and 
strengthen women's networks—from rural 
women's platforms to cross-border traders' 
associations and the Peace Hut women, 
providing them with tools to organize, 
advocate, and lead. 
UN Women has also played a key role in 
promoting women's political participation, 
providing mentorship and campaign training 
for female candidates, and supporting civic 
engagement initiatives to create an enabling 
environment for women to lead. In addition, 
it has supported the adoption of policies and 
programs to end violence against women and 
girls, reinforcing the broader goal of ensuring 
women's full, equal, and safe participation in 
all aspects of public and private life. As we 
reflect on this journey, I am reminded that the 
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work of building strong, inclusive, and 
equitable societies must continue across 
generations. That is the very spirit that 
animates the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
Presidential Center for Women and 
Development. Established after I left office, 
the Center is a continuation of the 
commitment to advancing women's public 
leadership in Africa. 
Through our flagship Amujae Initiative, we 
support high-achieving African women 
leaders to ascend to the highest echelons of 
public service, equipping them to break 
barriers, influence policy, and transform 
governance systems for the better. Through 
our Data Hub, we have been collecting and 
publishing data on the representation of 
women in the various decision making bodies 
in all 54 countries. In this regard, the EJS 
Center stands as a partner and ally to 
institutions like UN Women. 
We share a common mission: to challenge the 
systems that exclude, to uplift the voices too 
often ignored, and to build a future where 
women's leadership is not an aspiration, but a 
reality. Our work draws from the same well of 
courage and conviction that brought UN 
Women into being— and we remain 
committed to carrying this legacy forward, in 
Liberia and across the continent. Fifteen years 
later, and as we mark Beijing+30 we note 
undeniable gains in many countries: more 
girls are in school, more women are serving in 
leadership roles, and legal protections against 
g en d e r- b a s ed  v io l en ce  h av e  b een  
strengthened in many countries. Yet, progress 
remains uneven. 
Too many women, particularly in fragile, 
conflict-affected, and under-resourced 
settings, continue to face systemic barriers to 
equality and justice. Today, UN Women marks 
its fifteenth anniversary at a time of crisis and 
reckoning. The global rollback on women's 
rights, shrinking resources, and political 
pushback remind us that gains can never be 
taken for granted. If anything, they underscore 
just how relevant, how necessary, and how 
urgent UN Women's mission remains. Just as 
women around the world mobilized to make 
UN Women a reality, we must now unite 
again. Women in Liberia and globally must 
come together to protect the gains we have 
made and push further toward the goals we 
have yet to reach. 
We must stand in solidarity with those on the 
frontlines defending human rights, shaping 
policy, leading movements, and advancing 
peace and sustainable development. Liberia, a 
trailblazer in implementing the Beijing+30 
agenda and the Women, Peace and Security 
agenda, has an opportunity to lead again. As 
we take our seat on the United Nations 
Security Council, we must amplify our legacy 
of gender inclusion in peacebuilding and 
champion partnerships with institutions such 
as UN Women that are rooted in local realities 
and global ambition. I congratulate UN 
Women on this milestone. 
May the next fifteen years bring us closer to 
the world we have long envisioned: one where 
every woman and girl can live in dignity, 
safety, and freedom—and where her 
leadership is recognized not as an exception, 
but as the norm.
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By H.E. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
Former President of the 

Republic of Liberia.
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hen President Joseph Nyuma Boakai signed WExecutive Order #131 in 2024, establishing the 
Office of War and Economic Crimes Court for 

Liberia, it was greeted with hope, especially among victims of 
the Liberian Civil War that justice was in sight, but seems not to 
be the case now, in the face of serious funding challenges.

Despite formal opening of the Office and subsequent 
appointment of an Executive Director, the country's institution 
overseeing the establishment of a hybrid-Tribunal to prosecute 
key actors or perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against 
humanity is glaringly cash-stricken, even before taking off for 
its mission.
The War and Economic Crimes Tribunal is gradually 
becoming a far-fetched dream, as Liberia's key partner, the 
United States of America seems less enthusiastic, particularly 
under current U.S. President Donald Trump.

Outgoing U.S. Ambassador to Liberia, Mark Toner, has 
confirmed in Monrovia that while there had been strong 
backing from previous U.S. administrations, current support is 
waning due to shifting priorities in Washington.

“Before I arrived in Liberia and even after my arrival, there was 
considerable support from previous U.S. administrations. But 
now, because of shifting priorities, the U.S. government is 
offering more technical assistance and less financial support,” 
Ambassador Toner said.

The Government of Liberia clearly lacks funding even to 
adequately support operations of the Office of War and 
Economic Crimes Court, let along establishment of a tribunal 
to prosecute perpetrators of war crimes that is the wish of war 
victims across the country.

This is the stark reality facing Liberians. “It's not an easy task, 
and I'll say this, it's lacking resources. I know President Boakai 
prioritizes this, but he and his administration also need to 
provide the resources required for it to function properly,” 
Toner emphasized.

Currently, the OWECC is struggling to maintain operations 
due to inconsistent funding, as Ambassador Toner notes, “They 
get some money; it runs out, and then they have to go looking 
for more. That's not how you run a serious national priority.”

Without a clear U.S.-driven support for the tribunal in Liberia, 
it may difficult for Liberia to see other friendly countries 
coming to her assistance in this endeavor especially, in the 
wake of global economic challenges  that are being fuelled by 
Trump's war on trade, imposing taxes on nations that seem to 
have trade advantages over the United States.

In this all, the culture of impunity stares the faces of Liberians, 
including victims from the civil wars, who long to face 
perpetrators in court to recount their ordeals at the hands of 
gun-toting rebels. Making the war crimes tribunal a reality for 
Liberia, where two previous Liberian administrations failed, is 
the biggest challenge of the Boakai Administration that seems 
to have the willpower, but lacks funds needed to achieving this.
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your family, the pride of your community, 
and the expectation of a nation,” he said.
“Liberia needs you. Utilize your skills not 
only for personal success, but also for 
national transformation. Think Liberia. 
Love Liberia. Build Liberia.”
In his remarks, Dr. Alfredson W. 
Taikerweyah, President of BCTC, praised 
the graduates for enduring years of 
academic hardship amidst infrastructure 
and resource limitations.
“Today's graduates have overcome long 
nights and significant challenges. Their 
triumph is a symbol of hope and 
resilience,” he said.
He appealed for increased government and 
donor support in laboratory development, 
student housing, and science infrastructure, 
asserting that BCTC can become a national 
hub for innovation with the right 
investment.
Senator Prince Kermue Moye, Chair of the 
Bong County Legislative Caucus, pledged 
the county's continued support to the 
college and the President's development 
agenda. He announced plans to renovate 
the historic Presidential Palace in Gbarnga, 
drawing applause from the audience.
“Mr. President, the next time you return to 
Bong, your Presidential Palace will be fully 
renovated and elegantly decorated,” 
Senator Moye said.
Other speakers, including county officials 
and education stakeholders, echoed the 
President's message and challenged the 
graduates to apply their training to confront 
Liberia's urgent needs, from food 
insecurity to inadequate healthcare.
Valedictorian Charles Karbedeh, a 
graduate of the Nursing Department, 
delivered a powerful speech on behalf of 
the graduating class.

“We may have come from humble 
beginnings, but today we stand tall. We are 
ready to build, heal, teach, and lead. Liberia 
is our responsibility,” he said, drawing a 
standing ovation.
The ceremony drew hundreds of residents, 
many of whom wore colorful traditional 
attire, who came to honor the graduates and 
welcome the President. The event was seen 
as a significant moment for both the 
institution and the broader Bong County 
community.
Officials from the Ministries of Education 
and Youth and Sports, along with 
development partners, commended 
BCTC's growing role in national 
development and pledged ongoing support 
for its expansion and sustainability.
“This visit is not a formality, it is a 
statement of partnership,” President 
Boakai concluded. “We will walk this path 
together to ensure education, opportunity, 
and prosperity reach every young Liberian 
in every county.”
The President's visit concluded with a 
guided tour of the college's facilities and a 
symbolic tree-planting ceremony, which 
many viewed as a sign of hope, renewal, 
and long-term commitment to rural 
education.
In a significant development, President 
Boakai also dedicated a newly constructed 
and fully furnished Water Tower in the Far 
East Community of Gbarnga, a project 
expected to enhance access to clean water 
and support public health efforts in the area.
As the Class of 2025 embarks on a new 
chapter, the message from President 
Boakai was clear: Liberia is ready to rise, 
and it will rise on the shoulders of trained, 
patriotic, and purpose-driven youth.

BCTC graduates urged to build Starts from page 10
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Dans une avancée 
majeure visant à 
améliorer l'accès des 

c i t o y e n s  a u x  s e r v i c e s  
essentiels, la Division des 
passeports du ministère des 
Affaires étrangères a annoncé, 
pour la première fois, la 
d é c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  d e  l a  
délivrance des passeports 
libériens en dehors de la 
capitale.

Les comtés de Bong et de 
Grand Gedeh sont les premiers 
à bénéficier de cette réforme. 
Selon les autorités, l'initiative 
pourrait être progressivement 
étendue à d'autres régions en 

fonction de ses résultats et de la 
capacité des centres à répondre aux 
attentes des usagers.
Jusqu ' à  p résen t ,  Monrov ia  
demeurait l 'unique point de 
demande et de délivrance de 
passeports, obligeant ainsi les 
citoyens vivant dans des zones 
reculées à parcourir de longues 
distances et à engager des dépenses 
considérables pour obtenir leurs 
documents de voyage.

C'est au cours du week-end que le 
min i s t r e  de  l ' I n fo rma t ion ,  
Jerolimick Mathew Piah, a rendu 
publique cette décision, lisant une 
déclaration officielle au nom du 
ministère des Affaires étrangères.

Il a précisé que les cérémonies 
d'inauguration des nouveaux 
centres de délivrance des 
passeports à Bong et Grand 
Gedeh sont prévues pour le 
mardi 22 juillet 2025. Ces 
événements marqueront une 
étape décisive dans les efforts 
du gouvernement visant à 
rapprocher les services publics 
des citoyens.
« C'est un moment de fierté pour 
le ministère et pour le peuple 
libérien. Nous espérons que 
c e t t e  d é c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  
contribuera à réduire les délais, 
alléger les contraintes de 
déplacement et favoriser une 
approche plus inclusive de la 
documentation nationale », a 
déclaré M. Piah.
Cette mesure est largement 
saluée, notamment par les 
populat ions  rurales ,  qui  
faisaient face à d'importants 
obs tac les  log is t iques  e t  
financiers pour obtenir leurs 
passeports.
Le ministère a également laissé 
entendre que cette initiative 
pourrait servir de projet pilote 
en vue d'une éventuelle 
extension à d'autres pays, dans 
le  cadre d 'une stratégie 
na t ionale  p lus  la rge  de  
décentralisation.

e président libérien LJ o s e p h  N y u m a h  
Boakai a prononcé un 

discours solennel et inspirant à 
l'occasion de la 4e cérémonie 
de remise de diplômes du 
Bong County Technical 
College (BCTC), réaffirmant 
l ' e n g a g e m e n t  d e  s o n  
administration à promouvoir 
l'éducation, l'autonomisation 
d e s  j e u n e s  e t  u n  
développement nat ional  
équitable.
La cérémonie, organisée dans 
les locaux de l'administration 
du comté de Bong, a célébré 
123 diplômés issus de diverses 
filières, notamment le génie 
civil, le génie électrique, 
l'agriculture, l'éducation, les 
sciences infirmières et les 
technologies de l'information. 
Le chef de l'État les a qualifiés 
d e  «  p i l i e r s  d e  l a  
transformation du Liberia ».
Il s'agissait de sa première 
visite officielle dans le comté 
de Bong depuis son investiture 
en 2024 — une visite marquée 
à la fois par la célébration de 
l'excellence académique et un 
a p p e l  v i b r a n t  à  l a  
reconstruction nationale par 
l'éducation.
« Vous sortez diplômés à un 
moment où le Liberia a 
u r g e m m e n t  b e s o i n  d e  
penseurs, de bâtisseurs et 

FrançaisFrançaisFrançais

d'innovateurs », a déclaré le 
président Boakai. « Ce n'est pas 
seulement le rôle des ministres et 
des législateurs de construire ce 
pays, mais aussi le vôtre — 
ingénieurs, soignants, éducateurs 
— de vous approprier cette mission. 
»Le président a salué le parcours 
difficile du BCTC depuis sa 
création en 2010, évoquant les défis 
l iés  à  la  gouvernance,  les  
protestations étudiantes, le manque 
d'infrastructures, les problèmes 
d'accréditation et les contraintes 
budgétaires. Il a cependant reconnu 
les avancées récentes réalisées sous 
la direction du Dr Alfredson W. 
Taikerweyah, président actuel de 
l'institution.
« Grâce au leadership constant du 
Dr Taikerweyah et de son équipe, la 

transformation est en marche. 
Le rêve de faire du BCTC une 
université n'est plus lointain : il 
devient réalité », a-t-il affirmé.
Le président a mis en avant 
l ' importance cruciale de 
l'éducation STEM (sciences, 
technologie, ingénierie et 
mathématiques) pour assurer 
l'avenir économique du pays et 
la réussite de l'agenda ARREST 
(Agriculture, Routes, Règle de 
d r o i t ,  É d u c a t i o n ,  
Assainissement et Tourisme).
« Le savoir technique n'est plus 
un luxe, c'est une nécessité. 
Qu'il s'agisse de bâtir des 
infrastructures adaptées au 
climat ou de numériser les 
servi
c e s  
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'entité des Nations Unies pour l'égalité des sexes et Ll'autonomisation des femmes, plus connue sous le nom d'ONU 
Femmes, a célébré cette semaine quinze années de présence au 

Liberia, marquées par des actions concrètes en faveur des droits des 
femmes et des filles dans un pays encore marqué par les séquelles de la 
guerre civile.
Fondée officiellement en 2010, à la suite de la Conférence mondiale de 
Pékin de 1995, ONU Femmes avait ouvert un bureau national au Liberia 
dès 2009, amorçant des initiatives majeures dans des domaines tels que 
la participation des femmes aux processus de paix, la lutte contre les 
violences basées sur le genre (VBG), l'autonomisation économique des 
commerçantes et la promotion de la gouvernance inclusive.
Depuis 2011, l'agence onusienne travaille en étroite collaboration avec 
le gouvernement libérien — notamment à travers le ministère du Genre, 
de l'Enfance et de la Protection sociale — et les organisations de la 
société civile pour promouvoir l'égalité des genres, la participation des 
femmes à la vie publique, et l'éradication des violences faites aux 
femmes.
Une commémoration sous le signe de la transformation et des résultats
La cérémonie commémorative s'est tenue le vendredi 18 juillet 2025 au 
complexe ministériel Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, à Monrovia, en présence de 
nombreuses personnalités issues du gouvernement, du système des 
Nations Unies, d'organisations de femmes, de la jeunesse et des 
communautés rurales. Le thème retenu cette année : « Jeune pour 
transformer, mûre pour agir », illustre le chemin parcouru par 
l'institution depuis ses débuts.
Une exposition photographique poignante retraçait les moments phares 
de ces 15 années d'action au Liberia, illustrant les visages, les succès et 
les combats menés aux côtés des femmes et des filles libériennes.
Des messages forts pour une cause universelle
Parmi les invités d'honneur figurait Dr Maxime Houinato, directeur 
régional d'ONU Femmes pour l'Afrique de l'Ouest et du Centre, qui a 
salué le parcours de l'organisation, tout en soulignant les défis 
persistants :
« Nous avons vu naître ONU Femmes en 2010 comme réponse à une 
volonté collective d'agir plus efficacement pour les droits des femmes. 
Quinze ans plus tard, notre combat continue. Beaucoup de pays, dont le 
Liberia, ont inscrit des lois progressistes en faveur de l'égalité, mais leur 
mise en œuvre reste un défi majeur. »
De son côté, la ministre du Genre, de l'Enfance et de la Protection 
sociale, Gbeme Horace Kollie, s'est dite honorée de célébrer ce 
partenariat exemplaire :
« ONU Femmes a été un acteur de changement fondamental, que ce soit 
en soutenant l'autonomisation économique, la participation politique 
des femmes, ou la lutte contre les violences sexistes. Grâce à son 
engagement constant, des femmes autrefois marginalisées sont 
aujourd'hui des décideuses, des leaders communautaires et des artisanes 
de paix. »
Elle a également salué les campagnes phares de l'agence telles que 
HeForShe, Génération Égalité et Unis pour mettre fin à la violence faite 
aux femmes, qui ont mobilisé à la fois les hommes et les femmes dans un 
combat collectif pour la justice sociale.
Un hommage aux figures disparues et un engagement renouvelé
L'exposition a également rendu hommage à deux figures importantes de 
l'organisation : Kathy Mangones, première représentante-pays d'ONU 
Femmes au Liberia (2012–2014), décédée en 2024 à Nairobi, et 
Robykeen Brown, associée de programme décédée en 2022. Toutes 
deux ont contribué de manière significative aux avancées obtenues au 
Liberia.
Comfort Lamptey, actuelle représentante d'ONU Femmes au Liberia, a 
clôturé la cérémonie en réaffirmant l'engagement de l'organisation à 
poursuivre sa mission :
« Ces photographies racontent une histoire de résilience, de solidarité et 
de transformation. Notre ambition est intacte : construire un Liberia où 
chaque femme et chaque fille peut s'épanouir, participer pleinement à la 
société et vivre sans violence ni discrimination. »
Un rôle clé dans la reconstruction post-conflit
La présence d'ONU Femmes au Liberia s'inscrit dans l'effort global des 
Nations Unies pour stabiliser et reconstruire un pays profondément 
marqué par les guerres civiles de 1989 à 2003, qui ont laissé derrière 
elles des institutions affaiblies, une pauvreté généralisée et une inégalité 
structurelle entre les sexes.
Aujourd'hui encore, ONU Femmes reste un acteur essentiel dans les 
domaines de la planification sensible au genre, de la promotion des 
droits humains, du renforcement économique, de la réforme politique, 
et de la prévention des violences fondées sur le genre, notamment à 
l'égard des personnes LGBTQ+, souvent marginalisées.

Le Liberia décentralise la délivrance des passeports

Le Président Boakai appelle les diplômés 
du BCTC à bâtir un nouveau Liberia

L'ONU Femmes célèbre 15 ans de présence et d'engagement au Liberia
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À
 la suite de la manifestation anti-gouvernementale organisée 
conjointement par la Solidarity of Trust for A New Day 
(STAND) et le Congress for Democratic Change (CDC), un vif 

débat s'est engagé entre les partisans du pouvoir et plusieurs figures 
politiques, notamment autour de la portée réelle de la mobilisation et 
de la légitimité de la pétition soumise aux autorités.
Alors que certains membres et sympathisants du parti au pouvoir, 
l'Unity Party, qualifient la manifestation d'échec en raison de la « 
participation limitée », d'autres saluent le geste citoyen et jugent la 
pétition soumise comme porteuse de revendications légitimes.

Parmi les voix les plus marquantes figure celle du sénateur de 
Gbarpolu County, Amara Konneh, ancien proche allié de l'Unity 
Party. Dans un message publié sur sa page Facebook officielle, l'élu a 
estimé que, malgré les critiques sur la faible affluence du 17 juillet, les 
préoccupations soulevées méritent l'attention du gouvernement.
« Le 17 juillet n'a peut-être pas été un grand jour pour les manifestants, 
selon les partisans du régime, mais j'espère que notre gouvernement 
entendra leurs plaintes », a-t-il écrit. « Une majorité silencieuse, qui 
n'a peut-être pas manifesté à cause de ses dirigeants, pourrait bien se 
faire entendre dans les urnes en 2029 si elle ne constate pas 
d'amélioration tangible dans sa vie quotidienne. »
Le sénateur Konneh a également souligné que « la vérité observe en 
silence depuis 1980 », soulignant que les critiques extérieures révèlent 
souvent des réalités que les partisans eux-mêmes ignorent ou refusent 
de voir. Il a mis en garde contre l'illusion d'un soutien sans faille, 
invitant le gouvernement à prêter plus d'attention aux opposants 
qu'aux flatteurs.
Mais cette position a été vivement contestée par Daniel Sando, vice-
ministre de l'Information en charge de la presse et des affaires 
publiques, qui, dans une publication sur son propre compte Facebook, 
a réfuté les affirmations du sénateur Konneh, dénonçant « une 
rhétorique politique déguisée en réflexion ».
« Monsieur le Sénateur, vos propos sont truffés de contradictions et de 
demi-vérités », a fustigé M. Sando. « Vous tentez de minimiser les 
progrès réalisés par le gouvernement tout en alimentant l'idée d'un 
retournement électoral en 2029, dans une stratégie politique bien 
calculée pour exonérer votre camp de toute responsabilité. »
Le vice-ministre a critiqué ce qu'il qualifie de « posture opportuniste » 
du sénateur Konneh, l'accusant d'avoir ignoré les abus du régime 
précédent mené par le CDC de George Weah.
« Où était votre soif de vérité lorsque le CDC plongeait l'économie 
dans le chaos ? », a-t-il lancé. « Prétendre aujourd'hui que l'économie 
était stable avant les élections de 2023 relève d'une grave falsification 
de l'histoire. »
Sando a ensuite dénoncé ce qu'il considère comme une tentative de 
réécriture de l'ère Weah, rappelant que la corruption, la stagnation 
économique et la mauvaise gouvernance sont largement documentées 
sous l'ancienne administration. Il estime que comparer la gouvernance 
actuelle à celle du passé constitue une insulte à l'intelligence du peuple 
libérien.
Saluant le professionnalisme des forces de sécurité lors de la 
manifestation, Sando a reconnu le calme et la discipline dont elles ont 
fait preuve malgré les provocations, y voyant une preuve du 
renforcement des institutions démocratiques sous la présidence 
Boakai.
Concernant les motifs de la manifestation, Sando a soutenu que, même 
si tout n'est pas parfait, le gouvernement a accompli des progrès 
significatifs, en particulier par rapport à son prédécesseur :
« Nous ne prétendons pas que tout est rose, mais il faut reconnaître les 
avancées. Le peuple comprend que les organisateurs de la 
manifestation sont animés par des intérêts personnels et politiques. »
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éducatif, ont réitéré l'appel du président et 
encouragé les diplômés à mettre leurs 
compétences au service des défis cruciaux du pays 
: insécurité alimentaire, déficits sanitaires, sous-
développement rural.
Le major de promotion, Charles Karbedeh, 
diplômé du département des sciences infirmières, 
a prononcé un discours émouvant au nom de la 
promotion.
« Nous venons peut-être d'horizons modestes, 
mais aujourd'hui nous nous tenons debout, prêts à 
construire, soigner, enseigner et diriger. Le Liberia 
est notre responsabilité. »
La cérémonie, haute en couleurs, a rassemblé des 
centaines de résidents vêtus de tenues 
traditionnelles, venus célébrer les lauréats et 
accueillir le président. L'événement marque une 
étape symbolique non seulement pour le BCTC, 
mais pour toute la communauté du comté de Bong.
Des représentants des ministères de l'Éducation, 
de la Jeunesse et des Sports, ainsi que des 
partenaires internationaux, ont salué la 
contr ibution croissante du collège au 
développement national et exprimé leur 
engagement à accompagner sa croissance.
« Cette visite n'est pas une formalité. Elle 
symbolise un partenariat solide », a conclu le 
président Boakai. « Nous marcherons ensemble 
pour garantir que l'éducation, les opportunités et la 
prospérité atteignent chaque jeune Libérien, dans 
chaque comté. »
La visite présidentielle s'est achevée par une visite 
guidée du campus et une cérémonie symbolique de 
plantation d'arbres, perçue comme un geste fort de 
renouveau et d'engagement à long terme pour 
l'éducation rurale.
Enfin, le président Boakai a inauguré une nouvelle 
tour d'eau entièrement équipée dans la 
communauté de Far East à Gbarnga, une 
infrastructure qui améliorera l'accès à l'eau potable 
et renforcera les efforts de santé publique dans la 
région.
Alors que la promotion 2025 entre dans une 
nouvelle phase de vie, le message du président est 
r e s t é  c l a i r  e t  v i b r a n t  :
le Liberia est prêt à se relever — et il le fera grâce à 
une jeunesse formée, patriote et animée d'un 
profond sens du devoir.

publics, les compétences que vous avez acquises 
ici sont les clés du progrès libérien. »
Il a également souligné son engagement à 
décentraliser le développement et à garantir un 
accès équitable à une éducation de qualité pour les 
populations rurales.
« Trop souvent, les citoyens des zones rurales sont 
laissés pour compte. Il ne s'agit pas seulement d'un 
problème éducatif, mais d'une question de justice 
et d'unité nationale. Le BCTC doit devenir un 
modèle du leadership rural. »
Dans un appel fort au service de la nation, le 
président Boakai a exhorté les diplômés à faire 
preuve d'intégrité, de vision et de fierté dans leurs 
carrières à venir.
« Votre diplôme n'est pas qu'un papier. Il incarne 
l'espoir de vos familles, la fierté de vos 
communautés et l'attente de toute une nation. Le 
Liberia a besoin de vous. Utilisez vos compétences 
non seulement pour réussir, mais aussi pour 
transformer ce pays. Pensez Liberia. Aimez 
Liberia. Bâtissez Liberia. »
Dans son intervention, le Dr Taikerweyah a salué 
la résilience des diplômés, soulignant leur 
persévérance malgré les obstacles matériels et 
infrastructurels.
« Nos étudiants ont bravé de nombreuses 
épreuves. Leur réussite est un symbole d'espoir et 
de détermination. »
Il a plaidé pour un appui renforcé de l'État et des 
partenaires au développement, en particulier pour 
l'amélioration des laboratoires, des logements 
étudiants et des infrastructures scientifiques, 
affirmant que le BCTC peut devenir un centre 
national d'innovation avec les investissements 
adéquats.
Le sénateur Prince Kermue Moye, président du 
caucus législatif du comté de Bong, a renouvelé 
son soutien au collège et à la vision de 
développement du chef de l'État. Il a annoncé la 
rénovation prochaine du Palais présidentiel 
h i s to r ique  de  Gbarnga ,  susc i tan t  l es  
applaudissements nourris du public.
« Monsieur le Président, lors de votre prochaine 
visite à Bong, votre Palais présidentiel sera 
entièrement rénové et magnifiquement aménagé 
», a-t-il promis.
D'autres intervenants, parmi lesquels des 
responsables locaux et des partenaires du secteur 
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President Joseph Nyumah 
Boaka i  de l ive red  an  
inspiring keynote address 

at the 4th Commencement 
Convocation of the Bong County 
Technical College (BCTC) on 
Sa turday,  rea ff i rming  h i s  
administration's unwavering 
commitment to education, youth 
empowerment, and equitable 

national development.
The graduation ceremony, held at 
the Bong County Administration 
Building, honored 123 graduates 
with degrees in Civil Engineering, 
E l e c t r i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  
Agriculture, Education, Nursing, 
and Information Technology. 
President Boakai described them 
a s  “ v i t a l  t o  L i b e r i a ' s  
transformation.”
The President's address marked 
his first official visit to Bong 
County since assuming office in 
2024. It served as both a 
celebration of achievement and a 
call to action for national renewal 
through education.
President Boakai hailed the 
graduates for their determination 
and resilience, emphasizing their 

critical role in rebuilding a nation 
still recovering from years of 
underdevelopment and systemic 
challenges.
“You are graduating at a time 
when Liberia urgently needs 
t h i n k e r s ,  b u i l d e r s ,  a n d  
innovators,” Boakai said. “It is not 
only lawmakers and ministers 
who must build this country. It is 

you, the engineers, health 
workers, and educators, who must 
take ownership of Liberia's 
transformation.”
He acknowledged the arduous 
journey BCTC has faced since its 
establishment in 2010, citing 
leadership instability, student 
protests, infrastructure deficits, 
accreditation hurdles, and funding 
shortages. Yet, he praised the 
institution's resilience and recent 
progress under the leadership of 
President Dr. Alfredson W. 
Taikerweyah.
President Boakai lauded BCTC's 
strides in securing national 
a c c r e d i t a t i o n ,  e x p a n d i n g  
a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  
envisioning its future as a full-
fledged university.

“ T h a n k s  t o  t h e  s t e a d y  
leadership of Dr. Taikerweyah 
and his team, we are witnessing 
transformation. The dream of 
turning BCTC into a university 
is no longer distant; it is 
becoming a reality,” he said.
He stressed the centrality of 
STEM education (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) to Liberia's 
economic future and the success 
of his government's ARREST 
Agenda, which prioritizes 
Agriculture, Roads, Rule of 
Law, Education, Sanitation, and 
Tourism.
“Technical knowledge is no 
longer a luxury, it is a 
necessity,” Boakai asserted. 
“Whether it's building climate-
s m a r t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  o r  
digitizing public services, the 
skills you gain here are what 
will move Liberia forward.”
The President also used the 
occasion to highlight his 
administration's agenda to 
decentralize development and 
extend quality education 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  r u r a l  
communities.
“Far too often, rural citizens 
have been left behind. This is 
not just an education issue, it's a 
matter of fairness and national 
unity,” he said. “Let Bong 
County Technical College be a 
model of how rural Liberia can 
lead, not lag.”
In a passionate call to national 
service, Boakai urged graduates 
to lead with integrity, vision, 
and pride.
“As you step into the world, 
remember: your diploma is 
more than a certificate, it is the 
h o p
e of 

The United Nations Entity for 
Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women, also 

known as UN Women, is marking 15 
years of its existence in Liberia.
UN Women officially established a 
country office here in 2009, and in 
2010 they initiated early programs on 
peace huts, market women, and on 
gender base violence (GBV).
However, from 2011 to present they 
have been actively engaged through 
annual programming, advocacy in 
coordination with the Government 
through the Ministry of Gender, 
Children and Social Protection) to 
work with civil society on programs 
targeting gender equality and women's 
empowerment, thereby ensuring 
w o m e n ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
peacebuilding, governance, economic 
empowerment, and ending gender 
based violence (GBV) across the 
country.
Most of their programs address issues 
re la ted  to  women 's  pol i t ica l  
par t ic ipat ion and leadership ,  
economic empowerment, women, 

peace & security/humanitarian 
action, ending violence against 
women and girls, and gender-
responsive planning and budgeting.
Following Liberia's brutal civil 
wars (1989–2003), the country 
faced deep structural fragility, weak 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  d e s t r o y e d  
infrastructure, widespread poverty, 
and entrenched gender inequality.
UN Women's presence was part of 
the broader UN support for 
stabilizing and rebuilding Liberia, 
through advancing gender equality, 
strengthening women's leadership 
and economic rights, preventing 
and responding to gender-based 
violence (GBV), and supporting 
compliance with international 
norms.
On Friday, July 18, 2025, the 
Government of Liberia through the 
Ministry of Gender, Children and 
S o c i a l  P r o t e c t i o n  h e l d  a  
commemorative event at the EJS 
Ministerial Complex to celebrate 
the United Nations entity charged 
w i t h  w o r k i n g  f o r  g e n d e r  
equal

ollowing the conclusion of the FSolidarity of Trust for A New 
Day  (STAND)  and  the  

Congress for Democratic Change 
(CDC) anti-government protest, 
officials and supporters of the Unity 
Party have been engaged in serious 
conflict and genuine debate over 
petitions here.
Supporters of the ruling and 
stakeholders have described the 
recent protest as a failure due to the " 
limited" audience, while others have 
described the protest as successful 
due to the issues raised by the 
protesters in their petition. 
Most notably, Gbarpolu County 
Senator and former staunch supporter 
of the Unity Party, as well as Deputy 
Information Minister for Press and 
Public Affairs, Daniel Sando, has 
been engaged in written debate 
regarding the issue. 
Senator Konneh posted on his official 
Facebook page over the weekend and 
stated that now that the debate about 
the July 17, 2025, protest and crowd 
size is over, he hopes the government 
can focus on the critical issues 

affecting the country. 
" The July 17, 2025, protest may not 
have been a good day for the 
protesters, according to regime 
supporters, but I hope our 
government hears their complaints. 
A silent majority didn't feel the need 
to protest, maybe because of its 
leaders, but will protest at the polls 
in 2029 if they don't see the 
government making a difference in 
their lives. They say, “We can 
ignore reality, but we cannot ignore 

the consequences of ignoring 
reality.” Remember, we had stable 
macroeconomics before the 2023 
elections. While we are making 
steady progress now, times are still 
tough for families," Senator 
Konneh warned. 
According to him, the truth has 
quietly watched self-deception 
since 1980, and it doesn't protest or 
make noise. He adds that those who 
oppose them often reveal truths that 
supporters might miss.
Senator Konneh argued that they lie 
to protect themselves, but they 
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usually speak honestly when they 
disagree, while urging the government 
not to trust those who only say good 
things about them or a situation. 
But, on the contrary, Deputy 
Information Minister for Press and 
Public Affairs, Danie Sando, wrote on 
his official Facebook page, noting that 
he begged to differ with Senator 
Konneh regarding his assertion 
regarding the crow and genius petition. 
"Senator Konneh, your remarks, while 
framed as a call for reflection, are 
riddled with contradictions and 
deceptive rhetoric. Your attempt to 
downplay the steady progress being 
accomplished by the government on 
many fronts while simultaneously 
warning of a "silent majority's" 
potential backlash in 2029 is a thinly 
veiled political plot that seeks to 
absolve your own faction of 
accountability to the people while 
shifting the blame on the government 
as usual," he argued. 
According to him, Senator Konneh's 
Pretense of Selective Truth-Telling is 
annoying, stating that he claim that 
"those who oppose Unity Party often 
reveal truths that supporters might 
miss," but yet he is engaged in the very 
deception he condemned, while adding 
that he wonders where his reverence 
for the truth was when the CDC was in 
power? 
"Also, your suggestion that Liberia 
had 'stable macroeconomics before the 
2023 elections,' while ignoring the 
excesses of the erstwhile CDC regime 
that plunged the economy into the 
toilet, is a gross distortion. The 

economic stagnation, corruption, 
and mismanagement of state 
r e s o u r c e s  b y  t h e  W e a h  
administration are well-documented 
and should not be ignored," Sando 
lamented. 
He further indicated that for Senator 
Konneh to now pretend that the 
previous era was some golden age is 
an insult to the Liberian people who 
suffered under the failed policies of 
the KAKISTOCRATIC CDC 
regime. 
"On your admiration for the protest, 
we thank the joint security forces for 
being more professional compared to 
two years ago. The level of 
professionalism they demonstrated 
in the wake of broad day provocation 
from the protesters is a major boost to 
the democratic credentials of the 
Boakai-led government," Sando 
lamented. 
Responding to Senator Konneh's 
assertion regarding genuine petition 
and concern, he said that everything 
is not rosy, but the government has 
done better.
"Additionally, Mr. Senator, we see 
no genuine reasons for a public 
protest against the government. We 
admit that everything is not rosy, but 
you will agree with me that the 
government has made steady 
progress in key governance areas 
compared  to  i t s  immedia te  
predecessor. Yes, the protest became 
a failure because, unlike you, our 
people know and understand that the 
motives of the organizers are self-
seeking and political," he stated. 

BCTC graduates urged to build a new Liberia
-As President Boakai reaffirms education agenda.
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Pres. Nyumah Boakai

“The people will protest at the pool 2029." 
Senator Konneh & gov't clash over protesting crowd, genuine petition 

UN Women celebrates 15 years in Liberia
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Monrovia, Liberia; July 
21, 2025 - President 
Joseph Nyuma Boakai 

has vetoed two major port reform 
th bills recently passed by the 55

Legislature, returning them for 
further scrutiny and revision. The 
move marks a significant setback 
for the push to decentralize 
Liberia's seaport governance.
In a formal communication to 
Senator Nyonblee Karnga-
Lawrence,  President  Pro-
Tempore of the Liberian Senate, 
President Boakai cited several 
concerns, particularly proposal to 
establish nine-member board for 
each port, which he described as 
excessive.
"Madam President Pro-Tempore, 
as you are aware, Article 35 of the 
Constitution of Liberia grants the 
President the authority to approve 
or disapprove a Bill that is laid 
before the President,” Boakai 

wrote.
“Given the reasons mentioned 
supra and by virtue of the 
authority in me vested under 
Article 35 of the Constitution of 
the Republic of Liberia, I hereby 
veto the two Bills and return them 
to the National Legislature for 
reconsideration, to correct all the 
necessary loopholes in the 
interest of the country and its 

people.”
Following the President 's  
decision, the National Port 
Authority (NPA) on July 18, 
2025, issued a public statement 
here, commending President 
Boakai for what it called a 
“decisive and prudent” action 
taken in the national interest.
"President Boakai's veto reflects a 
deep commitment to protecting 
the long-term national interest, 
preserving the integrity of port 
governance, and ensuring that 
l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m s  a r e  
implemented with clari ty,  
coherence, and foresight,” the 
NPA said.
The Authority praised the 
President's critique of the 
proposed framework, citing 
a m b i g u i t i e s ,  r i s k s  o f  
misinterpretation, and the 
impracticality of a nine-member 
board for each individual port. 
The NPA said it fully aligns with 
the President's concerns and 

e x p r e s s e d  r e a d i n e s s  t o  
collaborate on reforms that reflect 
international best practices.
“We appreciate His Excellency's 
call for a more inclusive and 
technically sound review process 
that will strengthen, rather than 
fragment, our national port 
system”, the statement added.
The Liberian Senate had earlier 
passed two pieces of legislation 

An earlier investigative 
report from the Ministry of 
Mines and Energy, alleging 

that Hamak gold Ltd and its 
subsidiary, 79 Resources Inc, were 
engaged in licensing fraud, has been 
found to be untrue.
Following a thorough review, The 
New Dawn has established that 79 
Resources Inc. remains in good 
standing with the Government of 
Liberia. The company has formally 
written to the Ministry of Mines and 
Energy, requesting clarity on any 
outstanding obligations the Ministry 
believes are owed by its parent 
company,  Hamak Gold Ltd 
Furthermore, the company has 
asked that if any such obligations 
exist, they should be invoiced for 
prompt settlement.
In light of these developments, The 

New Dawn has retracted its 
previous story regarding Hamak 
Gold Ltd. and 79 Resources Inc. 
We acknowledge that, given the 
current facts, the story should not 
have been published.
Addi t ional ly,  our  ongoing 
investigations have uncovered 
gross irregularities within the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy. 
Preliminary findings point to 
misconduct involving high-
ranking officials, including the 
Assistant Minister and leadership 
within state-owned enterprises. 
Full  detai ls ,  supported by 
documentary evidence, will be 
made public in due course.
T h e  N e w  D a w n  r e m a i n s  
committed to truth, accountability, 
and responsible journalism.
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President Boakai vetoes two bills seeking to decentralize Liberia's 
National Port Authority, raising several concerns, including proposal to 
establish nine-member board for each of the country's four ports.
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aimed at transforming the 
country's port sector. The 
Independent Seaport and 
Inland Ports Regulatory 
Authority Bill – This bill 
proposed the creation of an 
independent regulatory body to 
oversee the development and 
operation of Liberia's seaports 
and inland ports. It aimed to 
ensure safer, more transparent, 
a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  p o r t  
infrastructure and services.
The second is  Seaports  
Decentralization Bill that seeks 
t o  d e c e n t r a l i z e  t h e  
management of Liberia's four 
key seaports, Freeport of 
Monrovia, Port of Buchanan, 
Port of Greenville, and Port of 
Harper, which are currently 
operated by the central NPA.
The joint Senate committee 
responsible for the legislation 
argued that the NPA's primary 
focus has been on the Freeport 
of Monrovia, leaving the other 
ports underdeveloped. The 
proposed decentralization 
aimed to give each port 
a u t o n o m y  t o  m a n a g e  
operations, attract investment, 
a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  m o r e  
significantly to local and 
n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  
development.
While proponents of the bills 
claim decentralization would 
improve efficiency and unlock 
growth at regional ports, critics 
argue it could fragment 
g o v e r n a n c e ,  i n c r e a s e  
bureaucracy, and weaken 
oversight.
With the President's veto now 
in effect, the future of port 
reform in Liberia remains 
uncertain. The Legislature 
must now revisit the bills, 
revise the provisions in 
question, or attempt to override 
the veto with a two-thirds 
majority vote in both chambers, 
an unlikely scenario given the 
level of pushback.
As the debate continues, all 
eyes are on whether a revised 
version of the bills would strike 
a delicate balance between 
decentralization and national 
cohesion. Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

By Stephen G. Fellajuah

ity, women empowerment and to 
advocate for the rights of women and 
girls, focusing on several issues, 
including violence against women and 
violence against LGBT people present 
in the West African nation.
Held under the theme "Young Enough 
to Transform, Old Enough to Deliver", 
the anniversary highlighted a variety of 
photographs that documented UN 
Women's evolution from a young 
organization with bold dreams to a 
trusted partner delivering real results 
for Liberian women and girls.
The event featured a compelling 
photographic exhibition that chronicles 
the UN entity's 15 years of advocating 
for women's rights in Liberia, 
showcasing the faces, moments, and 
milestones that have defined UN 
Women's impact across Liberia since 
its founding at UN Headquarters in 
New York in July 2010.
The inaugural ceremony welcomed Dr. 
Maxime Houinato, UN Women's 
Regional Director for West and Central 
Africa, who joined the celebration as a 
special guest, heads of media 
institutions, and an inspiring cross 
section of Liberian society including 
government leaders, UN partners, 
grassroots women's organizations, 
dynamic youth groups, and rural 
women whose lives have been 
transformed through UN Women's 
programs.

During the event, Dr. Maxime 
Houinato highlighted his experience 
with the UN, noting that in 1995, the 
world gathered in Beijing to 
determine the Beijing Platform for 
Action, which supports women and 
girls. After several years of 
implementing the platform, they 
emerged in 2010 with the idea of 
establishing a very strong global 
organization, and that's how UN 
Women came to be. To date, they have 
operated for 15 years and are 
gathering worldwide to celebrate 
what may have been their greatest 
achievement.
He said that although they have 
noticed that a lot of international 
instruments have been domesticated 
in the legislation of many countries in 
West Africa, especially countries like 
Liberia, which have laws to allow 
women to operate just like men, these 
laws have had their own difficulties in 
implementation.
"This anniversary is to look back at 
our 15 years to say what we have 
achieved in the 15 years that we 
worked together. And we are happy to 
see the Liberian community gather to 
help them think."
Also, Minister of Gender, Children 
and Social Protection Gbeme Horace 
Kollie, who organized the event, 
congratulated the UN group for 15 
years of advocacy in Liberia.
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In a historic move aimed 
at improving public 
access to essential 

services, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs' passport 
division has, for the first 
time, decentralized the 
i ssuance of  Liber ian  
passports beyond the 
capital.

Bong and Grand Gedeh 
Counties are the first 
beneficiaries of this new 
development, and it is 
expected to be extended to 
other counties based on its 

performance and ability to 
meet their expectations.
Until now, Monrovia had 
been the sole location where 
Liberians could apply for and 
receive their passports, often 
requiring residents in distant 
counties to travel long 
distances and incur huge 
expenditures to obtain a 

passport.
Making the disclosure over 
the weekend, Information 
Minister Jerolimick Mathew 
Piah read a statement on 
behalf of the Ministry of 

 PRICE LD$50.00

Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, 
+231-886978282 / +231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan K. Browne www.thenewdawnliberia.com; Email: info@thenewdawnliberia.com

VOL. 15 NO. 118        MONDAY, JULY 21, 2025                                                        

Foreign Affairs.
According to him, the official 
dedication ceremonies for the 
newly established passport 
issuance centers in Bong and 
Grand Gedeh are scheduled 
for Tuesday, July 22, 2025.
These events will mark a 
significant milestone in 
Liberia's efforts to make 
government services more 
access ib le  to  c i t i zens  
nationwide.
“This is a proud moment for 
the Ministry and the people of 
Liberia. It is our hope that this 
decentralization will reduce 
delays, ease travel burdens, 
and foster a more inclusive 
a p p r o a c h  t o  n a t i o n a l  
documentation,” Piah stated.
The move is expected to be 
welcomed by residents, 
especially those in rural areas 
who  p rev ious ly  f aced  
logistical and financial 
challenges in obtaining travel 
documents.
The Ministry also hinted that 
this initiative could serve as a 
pilot for future expansions 
into other countries as part of 
a  b r o a d e r  n a t i o n a l  
decentralization strategy.
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