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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

f t e r  y e a r s  o f  
tensions, Portugal Aand its one-time 

African colony Angola are 
seeking to put relations back 
on track, with high-level visits 
planned to push economic 
ties and repair their troubled 
past.

Portuguese Prime Minister 
Antonio Costa arrived in 
Luanda on Monday, while 
Angola's President Joao 
Lourenco is due to visit Lisbon 
on November 23 and 24.

The diplomacy marks an 
effort to move beyond the 
legacy of colonial rule over 
Angola that ended in 1975 
when Portugal withdrew 
without handing over power 
and Angola sank into civil war 
until 2002.

Angola also entered a new 
era last year when Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, who 
ruled the country with an iron 
fist from 1979 to 2017, 
stepped down and was 
replaced by Lourenco.

"Angola and Portugal are 

 rights group on 
Wednesday accused Athe government of 

South Sudan and its allied 
militias of carrying out "war 
c r imes "  o f  " s tagger ing  
brutality" during an offensive 
earlier this year.

Amnesty International's 
report, based on research 

emerging from a difficult 
phase. What's important is 
that both sides are able to 
identify the obstacles and 
troublesome elements in 
order to overcome them," 
Angola's Foreign Minister 
Manuel Augusto said last 

following a government 
offensive on Leer and 
Mayendit counties in the 
northern Unity State between 
April and June, catalogued the 
testimonies of around 100 
civilians who escaped the 
attacks.

" T h e  o f f e n s i v e  w a s  
characterised by staggering 

charges.
Lourenco had demanded 

that the trial take place in his 
country, "so that relations 
between Angola and Portugal 
can return to the level of the 
recent past."

On the eve of his visit, 
C o s t a  s a i d  t h e  l e g a l  
breakthrough presented a 
major opportunity.

" T i e s  w e r e  g o o d  
economically but there was 
frustration related to a 
judicial issue. Now that has 
passed, nothing impedes our 
relations," he told a Portugese 
paper on Sunday.

Angola is a key trading 
partner with its former 
colonial master, and the third 
largest recipient of its 
investments.

- 'Very important step' -
Portugal, battered by the 

global  f inancial  cr is is,  
avoided bankruptcy with a 
bailout from the European 
Union, while Angola has 
become the tenth largest 
foreign investor in Portugal.

week.
A key source of friction was 

removed in May when a 
Portuguese court decided that 
Angola's former vice president 
Manuel Vicente can be tried in 
Luanda, rather than in 
Portugal, on corruption 

brutality, with civilians 
deliberately shot dead, burnt 
alive, hanged in trees and run 
over with armoured vehicles," 
Amnesty said.

The group also documented 
"systematic sexual violence", 
rape and gang-rape as well as 
abductions of women and 
girls, and the deliberate 
killing of young boys and male 
infants.

The killings echo the type 
of brutality meted out to 
c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  h a s  
characterised South Sudan's 
war since the start.

Amnesty said the latest 
offensive began in April and 
continued until early July, "a 
week after  the latest  
ceasefire was brokered on 27 
June".

That ceasefire paved the 
way for the signing last week 
of another peace agreement 
between President Salva Kiir 
and rebel leader Riek Machar 
aimed at ending the vicious 
five-year-old civil war that has 
killed tens of thousands of 
people, pushed millions to the 
brink of starvation and 
scattered refugees across East 
Africa.=AFP

The visit by Costa, which 
has been postponed several 
times, is a "very important 
step" toward normalising 
relations, said analyst Alex 
Vines of Britain's Chatham 
House think-tank.

Vines said rocky relations 
with Luanda had provoked "a 
great deal of anxiety" at 
Portugal's foreign ministry as 
Angola seeks to broaden its 
diplomatic horizons and 
establish other global ties.

During a recent European 
tour, President Lourenco had 
voiced interest in Angola 
j o i n i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Commonwealth and the 
International Organisation of 
Francophonie, the association 
of French-speaking nations.

"The animosity between 
the two countries seems to 
have dissipated, but the 
damage remains which, even 
though it can be fixed, will be 
felt for some time," Victor 
Silva, director of the Jornal de 
Angola, said in an editorial.-
AFP
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he residents of 
Ilara-Mokin, a town Tin Nigeria’s western 

state of  Ondo state,  
celebrate the harvest season 
in an unusual way – by 
beating themselves with 
sticks during the New Yam 
Festival.

Last Monday, the revellers 
danced and sang with joy 
without showing any sign of 
pain despite the welts on 
their backs.

The festival sees many 
people returning home from 
neighbouring states to join 
in.

Some even send money 

back to relatives to help 
them buy canes ahead of 
their arrival.

BBCCopyright: BBC
The King of llara-Mokin, 

Oba Aderemi Adefehinti, 
told BBC Yoruba that he was 
trying to stop the practice of 
self-flagellation, but he said 
it was difficult as people 
loved it and the cultural 
event attracted many 
participants.

During the festivities, 
prayers are offered by the 
monarch and local chiefs for 
a bountiful harvest in the 
coming year.-BBC

Portugal and former colony 
Angola seek to repair ties

Lourenco has pledged to fight corruption and rebuild 
the economy (AFP Photo/PHILIPPE WOJAZER)

Rights group documents 
fresh S.Sudan 'war crimes’

Nigeria king wants to 
stop 'flogging festival'
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EditorialEditorial

THE CURRENT LIBERIAN government pretends to be innocent 
about the disappearance of containers and bags of newly printed 
Liberian Banknotes from the Freeport of Monrovia, now totaling at 
least 16 Billion LRD, according to official account.

BUT IT IS highly incomprehensible and repugnant how the Weah 
administration could claim it is not aware of the disappearance 
that reportedly occurred since March 31, 2018 under its watch until 
five months later after the media broke the story last week before 
coming out to the public.

GOVERNMENT CLAIMS IN a press statement issued here Monday 
that initial findings into ongoing investigation indicate the 
containers and bags of moneys allegedly arrived in Liberia between 
November 2017 and August 2018.

HOWEVER, THE SAME government seems to contradict itself when 
it says evidence available to the Investigative Team established the 
current administration was not informed about the arrival of the 
containers and bags of moneys into the country.

IN JUNE THIS year, President George Manneh Weah constituted an 
economic management team after the containers and bags of 
moneys allegedly went missing, to salvage the economy, in face of 
the high exchange rate and rapid deprecation of the Liberian 
dollars. The authorities also announced the infusion of US$25 
Million in the market to mop out the excess local currency in 
circulation that continues to push the exchange rate upward. 

WE DEDUCE THAT perhaps the Weah administration was aware 
after assuming office but never officially informed by its 
predecessor, the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf government, so the beat 
goes on with blame- shifting.

WE GATHER THE former Executive Governor of the Central Bank of 
Liberia J. Milton Weeks and others are being interrogated by the 
Police in connection with the missing containers and bags of 
moneys from the Freeport of Monrovia. Mr. Weeks served as the last 
executive governor of the Central Bank in the former government.

LIBERIA'S MINISTER OF Information Lenn Eugene Nagbe widens the 
mystery surrounding the missing cash when he told the Voice of 
America Tuesday, 18 September that the actual amount of money 
printed and brought into the country has grown from 9 billion to 16 
billion Liberian dollars, which seems to indicate that the figure 
could even be more.

“WHEN YOU SAY the Liberian government, you have to realize that 
we have a unique situation where a democratically-elected 
government was taking over from another democratically-elected 
government, so there was a transition. Now, before the transition 
happened the order was already in place by the government of 
Liberia but because we had a new president one would have 
thought that this new president would have been informed about 
all of these transactions during the transition notes that was 
presented to him during the transition meeting but he was not 
aware…”

THAT PRESIDENT GEORGE Manneh Weah was never informed prior 
to coming to office, does not negate the fact that after taking the 
mantle of authority in January 2018, and the subsequent alleged 
disappearance of the containers and bags of moneys from the Port 
on March 31, 2018 under his governance, prompt investigation and 
public pronouncement should have been made five months earlier. 
But that was never done until the news broke last week before the 
government, thru the Ministry of Justice publicly issued a 
confirmation.   
 

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018.  www.project-syndicate.org

EW YORK – The recent exchange between Joe 
Stiglitz and Larry Summers about “secular Nstagnation” and its relation to the tepid 

economic recovery after the 2008-2009 financial 
crisis is an important one. History does not repeat 
itself, but it rhymes, Mark Twain reportedly once said. 
But, to paraphrase Bob Dylan, in light of our recent 
economic history, history doesn’t rhyme, it swears.1

Stiglitz and Summers appear to agree that policy was 
inadequate to address the structural challenges that 
the crisis revealed and intensified. Their debate 
addresses the size of the fiscal stimulus, the role of 
financial regulation, and the importance of income 
distribution. But additional issues need to be explored 
in depth.

We believe a critical opportunity was missed when the 
balance of the burden of adjustment was tilted 
heavily in favor of creditors relative to debtors in the 
response to the crisis and that this contributed to the 
prolonged stagnation that followed the crisis. The 
long-term social and political ramifications of this 
missed opportunity have been profound.

Back in September 2008, when then-US Secretary of 
the Treasury Hank Paulson introduced the $700 billion 
Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP), he proposed 
using the funds to bail out the banks, but without 
acquiring any equity ownership in them. At that time, 
we and our colleague Robert Dugger argued that a 
much more effective and fair use of taxpayers’ money 
would be to reduce the value of mortgages held by 
ordinary Americans to reflect the decline in home 
prices and to inject capital into the financial 
institutions that would become undercapitalized. 
Because equity could support a balance sheet that 
would have been 20 times larger, $700 billion could 
have gone a long way toward restoring a healthy 
financial system.

The ability to use funds to inject equity into the banks 
was not part of the bill presented to the US House of 
Representatives. So we organized for Representative 
Jim Moran to ask House Financial Services Chairman 
Barney Frank in a pre-arranged question whether it 
was in the spirit of the TARP legislation to allow the 
Treasury to use taxpayers’ money in the form of 
equity injections. Frank replied in the affirmative on 
the House floor.

This was in fact a tool that Paulson used in the closing 
days of George W. Bush’s administration. But Paulson 
did it the wrong way: he summoned the heads of 
major banks and forced them to take the money he 
allocated to them. But by doing so he stigmatized the 
banks.

A few months later, when President Barack Obama’s 
administration arrived, one of us (Soros) repeatedly 
appealed to Summers to adopt a policy of equity 
injection into fragile financial institutions and to 
write down mortgages to a realistic market value in 
order to help the economy recover. Summers 
objected that this would be politically unacceptable 
because it would mean nationalizing banks. Such a 
policy reeked of socialism and America is not a 
socialist country, he asserted.

We found his argument unconvincing – both then and 
now. By relieving financial institutions of their 
overvalued assets, the Bush and Obama 
administrations had already chosen to socialize the 
downside. Only the upside of sharing in the possible 
stock gains in the event of a recovery was still at issue!

Had our policy recommendation been adopted, 
stockholders and debt holders (who have a higher 

propensity to save) would have experienced greater 
losses than they did, whereas lower- and middle-income 
households (which have a higher propensity to 
consume) would have experienced relief from their 
mortgage debt. This shift in the burden of adjustment 
would have imposed losses on the people who were 
responsible for the calamity, stimulated aggregate 
demand, and diminished the rising inequality that was 
demoralizing the vast majority of people.

We did recognize a problem with our proposal: providing 
relief to over-indebted mortgage holders would have 
encountered resistance from the many homeowners 
who had not taken out a mortgage. We were exploring 
ways to overcome this problem until it became moot: 
the Obama administration refused to accept our advice.

The approach of the Bush and Obama administrations 
stands in stark contrast both to the policy followed by 
the British government, and to earlier examples of 
successful financial bailouts in the United States.

In Great Britain, led by then-Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown, undercapitalized banks were told to raise 
additional capital. They were given the opportunity to 
go to the market themselves, but they were warned that 
the UK Treasury would inject funds into them if they 
failed to do so. The Royal Bank of Scotland and Lloyds 
TSB did require government support. The equity 
injections were accompanied by restrictions on 
executive pay and dividends. In contrast to Paulson’s 
method of injecting funds, banks were not stigmatized 
if they could borrow from the markets.

Similarly, during the Great Depression of the 1930s, the 
US took ownership and recapitalized banks via the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC) and managed 
mortgage restructuring through the Home Owners’ Loan 
Corporation (HOLC).

No doubt the Obama administration helped to alleviate 
the crisis by reassuring the public and downplaying the 
depth of the problems, but there was a heavy political 
price to pay. The administration’s policies failed to deal 
with the underlying problems, and by protecting the 
banks rather than mortgage holders, they exacerbated 
the gap between America’s haves and have-nots.

The electorate blamed the Obama administration and 
the Democratic Congress for the results. The Tea Party 
was formed in early 2009 with large-scale financial 
support from the billionaire Koch brothers, Charles and 
David. In January 2010, Massachusetts held a special 
election for the late Ted Kennedy’s Senate seat, just 
after Wall Street paid extravagant bonuses, and elected 
the Republican Scott Brown. The Republicans 
subsequently took control of the House of 
Representatives in the 2010 midterm elections, gained 
control of the Senate in 2014, and nominated Donald 
Trump, who was elected in 2016.

It is essential that the Democratic party recognize and 
correct its past mistakes. The 2018 midterm elections, 
which will set the stage for the 2020 presidential 
election, is an excellent opportunity to do so. The 
political and economic problems that confront the 
country are much deeper today than they were ten 
years ago, and the public knows it.

The Democrats must recognize these problems, not 
downplay them. This year’s midterm elections will be a 
plebiscite on Trump, but the Democratic presidential 
candidate in 2020 must have a program that many 
Americans find inspiring. The electorate has seen where 
the Republicans’ demagogic populism leads, and a 
majority should reject it in 2018.

Back in 2008, a critical opportunity was missed when the burden 
of post-crisis adjustment was tilted heavily in favor of creditors 
relative to debtors. The result was not only prolonged 
stagnation, but also the Republican Party's embrace of 
demagogic populism and the election of Donald Trump.

Government knows 
more but saying less
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A Better Bailout Was Possible

By Rob Johnson 
&  George Soros
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INGAPORE – Hurricane Florence, which smashed into the southeastern 
United States last week, is the latest in a string of extreme weather Sevents that has raised expectations for disaster preparedness. With big 

storms occurring more frequently, authorities worldwide are responding with 
upgraded early-warning systems, better evacuation plans, and more 
aggressive sheltering strategies.

But the day is fast approaching when fires, droughts, and storms exacerbated 
by global warming will dwarf our ability to respond. The case for reducing 
carbon dioxide emissions – and slowing the rate of anthropogenic warming – 
grows stronger with every new catastrophe. The solution is clear: we must 
elect leaders who will take climate change seriously. In the US, the next 
opportunity to do that will be the midterm congressional elections in 
November.

Three decades have passed since former NASA scientist James Hansen first 
warned “with a high degree of confidence” that human activity was making 
the planet hotter. And yet, because too few people heeded his warnings then, 
everyone is paying a price now. In the first nine months of 2018, the world has 
experienced a lifetime’s worth of “historic” weather events – from drought-
fueled forest fires in the American West, Greece, and Sweden, to floods in 
Hawaii, southern India, and elsewhere in South Asia. As Florence was tearing 
through the Carolinas, Typhoon Mangkhut was swamping the Philippines and 
southern China.

While Hansen’s warnings came when climate science was in its infancy, 
scientists today have connected the dots among CO2 emissions, climate 
change, and severe weather. For example, researchers have linked global 
warming to extreme heat waves – such as the ones recently experienced in 
California, China, Japan, and South Korea. Data have also tied the severity of 
hurricanes in the southern US to warmer waters in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Hurricane Harvey, which hit Texas and other areas in 2017, brought 50 inches 
of rain in some places.

To be sure, disaster planning still saves lives. In Houston, authorities were 
ready for Harvey in part because of lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina, 
which devastated New Orleans in 2005. That storm caused 1,833 deaths, 
while at least 88 were killed during Harvey.

The impact of lessons learned in India is even more striking. In October 2013, 
residents of Odisha state were alerted early to the arrival of Cyclone Phailin. 
By the time the storm made landfall, many people had already evacuated. 
Although Phailin did claim 45 lives, a storm of similar magnitude that hit the 
same region 14 years earlier killed 10,000 people.

Still, emergency management efforts will struggle to keep pace with the 
havoc wrought by climate change, owing to a dangerous disconnect between 
knowledge and action, even as the scientific evidence piles up. For example, 
many economic advisers still consider climate-change solutions to be anti-
growth rather than pro-growth – despite the fact that low-carbon solutions 
create new investment opportunities and jobs. Policymakers are equally 
reluctant to champion meaningful changes – like carbon taxes or the 
elimination of fossil-fuel subsidies. Leaders in most countries consider the 
status quo to be politically safer. Even weather reports on television typically 
fail to mention climate change as an underlying cause of severe 
meteorological events.

But the gap is most glaring at the policy level, particularly in the US. With the 
international response to climate change at a critical juncture, the Trump 
administration is putting the US economy on a path to higher CO2 emissions 
by reversing emissions limits for coal-fired power plants, encouraging higher 
fossil-fuel production, and rolling back support for wind and solar power.

None of this makes economic sense. To make matters worse, the White 
House’s proposed cuts to the National Weather Service and its loosening of 
environmental and zoning regulations will further impede disaster 
management.

As the world’s largest CO2 emitter per capita, the US has a unique 
responsibility to help solve the climate-change challenge. So do American 
voters. When they go to the polls in November, they must consider the 
candidates’ policies toward climate change. While domestic issues might be 
uppermost in voters’ minds, Harvey, Florence, and other extreme weather 
events have made global warming a local issue and placed it squarely on the 
ballot.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org
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OpinionOpinion Opinion 

ONDON – It has long been known that the Moria refugee camp on the 
Greek island of Lesbos is plagued by overcrowding, unsanitary Lconditions, and rampant violence, including riots that have left many 

injured. But when aid workers reported in April that children as young as ten 
were attempting suicide, another tragic facet of the refugee crisis was 
highlighted: 30 million children around the world are currently displaced, 
many in appalling conditions. The crisis is not just putting them in danger 
today; it is threatening to destroy their futures.

In the Moria camp, children live in fear. Recent riots have displaced hundreds 
of camp residents and badly injured several. This is traumatizing for children 
who are with their families, but even more so for the many who are 
unaccompanied. Making matters worse, many children lack even basic 
shelter, with thousands of families crammed into cheap donated tents that 
often aren’t even waterproof. Last winter, three people died of carbon 
monoxide poisoning while trying to stay warm.

But the challenges these children face extend far beyond the short term. Even 
if refugee children eventually manage to get somewhere safe, their prospects 
are bleak, because most will never have a chance to go to school – a reality 
that will severely undermine their ability to find gainful employment.

At last count, there were 1,729 children in Moria, more than 1,000 of whom 
are of school age. The number recently increased as a huge surge in boat 
landings brought 834 new arrivals to the camp last week alone. None attends 
public school, and the Greek government has yet to allow them access to any 
of the formal education programs that were established for asylum seekers.

The best option available to Moria’s refugee children are cramped informal 
education centers, where high teacher turnover is a serious problem. Yet not 
even this option is available to all, as the existing centers can provide 
education to only 500 children per day – less than half the school-age 
population. And that number may be set to fall: the largest informal 
education center, run by UNICEF, is set to close in December, because the 
€30,000 ($34,900) per month needed to operate it cannot be found.

But there may be hope for refugees stuck in Moria. Greek officials have given 
the Ministry of Migration 30 days to improve conditions in the camp or close it 
down. The move is long overdue.

This is not to diminish the momentous challenge Greece faces. Already 
struggling under the weight of austerity, the country has had to cope with 1.1 
million refugee arrivals since 2014, and hundreds more refugees continue to 
arrive on the shores of Lesbos every day. This has been devastating for the 
small island, whose tourist industry has been decimated. With the rest of the 
European Union effectively closed to refugees in Greece, camps on the 
mainland have filled up. But Moria is still operating at 3-4 times its official 
capacity.

The European Commission has allocated more than €1.5 billion to Greece 
since 2015 to manage the refugee crisis and says that additional emergency 
support is on offer. Where exactly past funds have gone is now the subject of 
searching questions by Sebastian Leape, a volunteer who spent recent weeks 
in the camp.

Inadequate support for refugees is not just a problem in Greece, with refugee 
camps in many countries having come under scrutiny for poor conditions. As 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi has 
acknowledged, this includes a dearth of educational opportunities. Fewer 
than half of school-age refugee children worldwide attend school; not even 
one in four make it to secondary school; and under 1% go on to pursue a higher 
education.

Countries where there are large populations of refugees need enough funding 
to enable them to give refugee children access to local schools. The Education 
Cannot Wait fund was established to close the education-financing gap for 
such children. Led by Yasmine Sherif, the fund coordinates with the UN and its 
humanitarian agencies, both financially and organizationally, to ensure that 
every refugee boy and girl has the opportunity to get an education.

Long-term educational and employment needs have historically been 
undervalued in humanitarian planning. But, as much as refugees need proper 
food, shelter, and health care today, they also need the knowledge and tools 
to build new lives and contribute to society tomorrow, whether in their home 
country or in a new one. It is in the best interest of all of us to ensure that they 
gain the skills they need.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org

Europe’s Refugee Scandal

By Gordon Brown

Hurricanes at the Ballot Box

By Vinod Thomas



5NEW DAWNwww.thenewdawnliberia.com                                      THURSDAY          SEPTEMBER  20 2018                              

Deputy Minister for Budget and 
Development Planning, Tenneh G. 
Brunson said the objective of PAPD is to 
build more capable and trusted state 
institutions that lead to a stable, 
resilient and inclusive nation embracing 
its triple heritage and anchored on its 
African identity.

She added, “the Pro-Poor Agenda 
seeks to craft a development framework 
aligned to Africa Agenda 2063, the 
ECOWAS Vision 2020, as well as United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
2030 which resolutely intends to leave 
no one behind.’’

She disclosed that the PAPD will also 
provide greater income security to 
additional one million Liberians by 
reducing absolute poverty by 23 percent 
across the country through a sustained 
and inclusive economic growth driven by 

scaling-up investments in agriculture, 
infrastructure, human resource 
development and social protection.

According to her, the Pro-Poor Agenda 
is therefore about strengthening 
people’s capacity by thriving to seek and 
draw all Liberians at home and abroad 
into the national development process.

Also speaking, UNAID Country 
D i rector,  Dr.  Mir iam Chip imo,  
representing the United Nation’s 
system, lauded the Government of 
Liberia for the efforts and dedication in 
the preparation of the draft document 
of the PAPD.

She said that development partners 
were very pleased to be part of the 
process especially in the finalization of 
the PAPD document.--Press release

he Government of Liberia 
through the Ministry of Finance Tand Development Planning 

(MFDP) with support from the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) has conducted a three-day Pro-
poor Agenda for Prosperity and 
Development (PAPD) Technical Review 
Workshop. 

The workshop was conducted under 
the theme: “Development of an 
Integrated Medium-term National 
Development Plan, the Pro-Poor Agenda 
for Prosperity and Development (PAPD) 
towards Accelerated, Inclusive and 
Sustainable Development.

According to a release the PAPD is 
government’s five years national 
development plan which runs from 2018 
to 2023.

The three-day event held in Ganta 

City, Nimba County from September 13-
15, 2018 brought together 85 
participants from line Ministries and 
Agencies particularly from the Ministry 
of Finance and Development Planning.

Pa r t i c i p a n t s  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  
development partners from the United 
Nations system, World Bank, European 
Union, and the Country Representative 
of Ireland, among others.

The workshop prov ided the 
opportunity for participants to review 
the draft PAPD document which was 
drafted by a team of consultants in 
collaboration with the Division of 
Development Planning following an 
elaborate consultative process 
undertaken by Government.

Speaking during the workshop, the 

Finance Ministry holds 
workshop with state entities

 
 

 

The Liberia Maritime Authority has allocated a portion of its 
Corporate Funding from 2018-2019 budget towards Air Ticketing 
Service. The Liberia Maritime Authority (LiMA) now wishes to 
invites sealed Bids from eligible and qualified bidders for Air 
Travel Tickets Service. 
 
 Interested firms that are fully qualified and capacitated to 
perform this service are required to obtain Bid Document at no 
cost from the Procurement Section of the Liberia Maritime 
Authority (LiMA), 20th Street, Sinkor between the hours of 
10:00a.m., through 4:00p.m. Friday, September 14, to Tuesday, 
October 16, 2018. 

All qualified bidders should have a Current Business Registration, 
Current Tax Clearance, Business Profile and a list of previous 
clients and their contacts, a clearance from Social Security 
(NASSCORP), a Permit from the Ministry of Transport And The 
Liberia Aviation Authority, must have evidence of PPCC Vendor 
Registry while a discount and pre-finance will be an added 
advantage.

Final submission date is 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 16, 2018.  
Subsequently followed by the bid opening ceremony at 2:00 p.m. 
on the same date.
 All would be interested entities should submit sealed bid to the 
Procurement Section Liberia Maritime Authority (LiMA), located 
on 20th Street, Sinkor Monrovia.

Signed: ________________________
          PROCUREMENT COMMITEE

The Liberia Maritime Authority anticipates funding from the Government of 
Liberia through its 2018-2019 Corporate Core budgets for the procurement of the 
following budgetary line items (herein referred to as goods).The Authority wishes 
to solicit sealed bids from reputable, eligible, and qualified suppliers for the supply 
of  Stationery Supplies.

 Stationery Supplies  
IFB N0. LiMA/SBA/NCB/002/18/19

 The Procurement Committee

 Liberia Maritime Authority P.O.Box 10 -9042.  
20th Street, Sinkor
1000Monrovia10 Liberia

Interested Bidders that are fully qualified and capacitated to deliver these stationery 
supplies are required to obtain a Bid Document (NO CHARGED) at the 
Procurement section of the Liberia Maritime Authority (LiMA) head office, 20th 
Street, Sinkor, Monrovia, You can obtain the Standard Bidding Document between 
the hours of 10:00 a.m. through 4:00 p.m. from Friday September 14, 2018 to 
Monday, October 22, 2018.  
All would be interested supplier should submit sealed bid labeled to.

Requirement
All Bidders should have a Current Business Registration Certificate, Current Tax 
Clearance, Profile, A list of current client and their immediate contacts, the ability to supply 
at all time as the need be, discount and capacity to pre-finance could be an added advantage. 
All bids must be accompanied by a bid security of at least (2%)f the total bid cost. 
Electronic bid will not be accepted. Final submission date for bid(Stationery Supply) is 
1:30 p.m. on Monday, October 22, 2018, subsequently followed by the bid opening 
ceremony on the same day of submission. All bids will be opened in the presence of bidder 
representatives who choose to attend the opening ceremony at 2:00 p.m. In the training 
conference Room of LiMA’s Head Office Compound.

Signed: ________________________________
  PROCUREMENT COMMITTEE

Liberia Maritime Authority
20th Street, Sinkor Monrovia, Liberia
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING – RB
Invitation for bids
Liberia Maritime Authority (LiMA)
IFB NO.: LiMA/SBA/NCB/002/18/19

Liberia Maritime Authority (LiMA) 
20th Street Sinkor, Monrovia, Liberia
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING - NCB
Invitation for Air Ticketing
IFB NO.: LiMA/SBA/NCB/005/18/19

#  IFB N0.  Items  Quantity  Description
Lot 1  
 
 

IFB N0. 
LiMA/SBA/NCB/002/18/19

 

Stationery 
Supply

 
 A4 Sheets, Pens, 

Pencils, Staple Pins, 
Glue, Note Pals, Etc.

Lot 2 Printer 
Cartridges

HP, Dell, Canon
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Weah signs laws to give power to locals
By Winston W. Parley

More headline news   More headline news

dividend is now being realized.
He expresses hope that 

“our people” will now own the 
land and will respect the rules 
and guidelines surrounding the 
land to make sure that it brings 
economic dividends to the 
generation of this country.

President Weah says this is 
his second signing on these 
laws, [first as Senator for 
Montserrado and now as 
president of Liberia].

He thanks the Legislature 

and international partners for 
being there with Liberia 
throughout its diff icult 
periods.

With the signing into law of 
the two Acts by President 
Weah, Internal Affairs Minister 
V a r n e y  S i r l e a f  s a y s  
government is now going to do 
decentralization by enabling 
decisions to come from local 
governments to central 
government.

late or conspicuously absent in 
court without an excuse.

He made the threat during 
the opening of the August Term 
o f  C o u r t  r e c e n t l y  i n  
Sanniquellie, Nimba County.

At that ceremony, he also 
admonished magistrates not to 
jail paramount and town chiefs 
in the county.

According to the judge, 
there has been continuous 
arrest and detention of local 
authorities by magistrates, 
noting that those local 
authorities are helping the 
court to reduce cases by 
settling disputes out of court. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

According to him, these two 
Acts will add value to Liberian 
citizens because they have 
been given land rights while 
traditional people are also 
being given more power.

He recalls that these two 
Acts originated from the 
Governance Commission (GC) 
which worked with his ministry 
and the erstwhile Land 
Commission to get the 
instruments sent to the 
Legislature for passage.

He appreciates the U.S. 
Embassy through USAID, 
Swedish Embassy, European 
Union along with UNDP for 
their work with Liberia on the 
phase of the decentralization 
program that had to do with 
service delivery.

The head of Liberia’s 
tradition council, Chief Zanzan 
Karwor celebrates this move 
by central government to give 
back power to local authorities 
and land rights to citizens.

He says it’s a challenge, but 
assures that the land will be 
protected.  But he urges locals 
to go back and start making 
farms in low bush and swamp 
lands, warning them to avoid 
high forests so as to save the 
country from the wrath of 
storm.

“We don’t want to get this 
land, then we start begging for 
bag of rice,” Chief Karwor tells 
traditional people here.

U.S. Ambassador Christine 
Elder, Sweden Ambassador 
Ingrid Wetterqvist and UN 
Resident Coordinator Yacoub 
El Hillo hailed the signing of 
the two Acts and pledged their 
commitments to continue to 
work with Liberia.

r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
Manneh Weah has Psigned into law the 

Local Government Acts (LGA) 
and the Liberia Land Right Act 
(LLRA), giving land rights 
citizens and more power to the 
traditional people here.

D u r i n g  t h e  s i g n i n g  
ceremony Wednesday, 19 
September in Monrovia, Mr. 
Weah vows to do everything for 
Liberians to get the benefit of 

these instruments. 
Among all of the things his 

government has proposed, Mr. 
Weah says he thinks these two 
instruments  are  a  key  
component.

To develop Liberia, Mr. 
Weah says the right thing has 
to be done for the people, 
noting that it was necessary 
for all the time it took [to get 
t h e s e  A c t s  p a s s e d  b y  
lawmakers] because the 

udge Yamie Quiqui 
Gbeisay of the Eighth JJudicial Circuit Court 

in Sanniquellie, Nimba County 
has ordered the imprisonment 
of a public defender in the 
County and fined him US$100 
for disrespecting the court.

Public Defender Robertson 
P. Mahn had gone to court to 
defend a suspect when the 
judge posed a question to him, 
but did not respond. Instead, 
he posed his own question to 
Judge Gbeisay.

Public Defender Mahn 
became enraged in court when 
Judge Gbeisay struck his gavel, 
imposing a fine and ordering 
his imprisonment.

When contacted, Mahn 
refused to comment on the 
matter, but told this paper to 
go to Judge Yamie Quiqui 
Gbeisay, Sr.

Judge Gbeisay has recently 
threatened to deal with court 
workers reporting for work 

he management of 
Equity Assurance TLimited says the 

company is no longer under 
Equity Assurance, announcing 
that it is now Sunu Assurance.

 T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  
expresses excitement to 
inform the public about its 
latest decision at a colorful 
program Wednesday, 19 
September in Monrovia.

Announcing the rebranding 
of Equity Assurance to Sunu 
Assurance at the Monrovia City 
Hall, Sunu Assurance Managing 
Director Mr. Matthew N’Katta 
says he’s considering the 
ceremony as a success because 
of the turnout.

According to Mr. N’Katta, 
the objective was to introduce 
the Pan - African insurance 
g roup ,  i nc lud ing  the i r  
activities and values.

Giving a brief history of the 
company, Sunu Assurance 
Board Chairman Mr. Steven 
Saah Kolubah says Equity 

Assurance came into being in 
2013, when the company had 
interest to do insurance 
business here.

Mr. Kolubah told the 
audience that the company got 
its license on March 12, 2014, 
and in April the company was 
launched to the public.

According to him, Equity’s 
coming to Liberia has made 
significant contribution to the 
economy.

The Sunu Assurance Board 
Chair says his company was the 
first to introduce the mobile 
insurance that took away the 
stress when inspection was 
being carried out on a daily 
basis.

Meanwhile the Head of 
Management Control and 
Financial Management Division 
of Sunu Group Mr. Karim Franck 
Dione says the company is 
excited with the latest 
development as an insurance 
company.

“We have a vision, and that is 
to be the insurance reference in 
every county that we operate 
because we want to be 
recognized as professional,’ says 
Mr. Dione.

According to him, this vision 
depends on five major strategic 
access that are to provide 
necessary customers service and 
quality.

He says the objective of Sunu 
Assurance is not to be the first, 
but rather to be considering as 
professionals in the business 
with high level of leverage on 
technology in Liberia.

Mr. Franck Dione adds that 
the aim of the insurance 
company is to develop the 
business, to deepen the 
insurance penetration and the 
financial inclusion of the 
population in every community.

“ I n s u r ance s  a r e  g ood  
leverage for development, it 
brings protection to individuals 
and families. It also gives 
protection for properties,” he 

continues.
The Sunu Assurance official 

indicates that the company must 
assist by recruiting people when 
the company is in good health, 
and when it is doing well as a 
means of investing in the 
economy.

According to Mr. Dione, the 
role of an insurance company is 
not only related to businesses, 
disclosing that as a Pan - African 
company, Sunu Assurance will 
ensure that its corporate social 
responsibility is strong.

He  ind icates  that  i t s  
corporate social responsibility 
will focus on education, and 
sports, among others.

The company which was 
Equity Assurance in 2015 was 
awarded insurance company of 
the year by a civil society 
watchdog organization for 
exemplifying international 
insurance best practices in 
Liberia.--Edited by Winston W. 
Parley

Judge slaps Public Defender with fine, jail 
By Thomas Domah/Nimba

Equity finally turns 
Sunu Assurance 

By Lewis S. Teh

Nimba County Public Defender Robertson Mahn
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that establishes common 
principles and processes for 
managing cash transfers to 
implementing partners,” said 
Dr. Beyai.  

He stated that the training 
also shifts the management of 
cash transfers from a system of 
rigid controls to a risk 
management approach. 

This is aimed at reducing 
transaction costs with the 
ultimate objective of focusing 
on strengthening national 

capacities for management 
and accountability with a view 
to gradually shift to national 
s y s t e m s  f o r  m a n a g i n g  
development funds. 

“In Liberia, UNDP currently 
partners  wi th  over  25  
Implementing Partners from 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  n o n -
government entities to carry 
out development support for 
the people of Liberia… These 
partnerships enable us to 
contribute to government’s 

he Country Director 
of the United Nations TD e v e l o p m e n t  

Programme (UNDP) says the 
Organization is continuously 
striving to remain a reliable, 
transparent and accountable 
partner to the Government 
and people of Liberia. 

Dr. Pa Lamin Beyai said 
these and many other factors 
have kept UNDP on top of the 
Aid Transparency index for 
most of the past five years. 

He was speaking at the 
opening of a one -week 
Harmonized Approach to Cash 
Transfer (HACT) and Results-
Based Management (RBM) 
training being held in Monrovia 
for its implementing partners.

Dr. Beyai said the training is 
part of UNDP’s capacity 
development initiative for the 
improvement of the human 
resource of implementing 
partners for cost-effective and 
efficient delivery of its 
programmes. 

“One key measure taken to 
mitigate f inancial  r isks 
associated with the use of 
funds is the HACT framework 

and other resources.
“These anchor  farms will 

bring mechanized game 
c h a n g i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  
technologies closer  to the 
people   and Agri Power Africa  
farmer will  have small farms 
around  the major farms and 
will be provided  with  the 
needed  resources,  including  
training equipment, technical 
inputs  and  financing  to 
enable them  increase  
production of food to supply  
the market”, Dr. Aigbehi  adds.

The   APA Chief Executive 
Officer indicates that this 
strategy is expected to 
eventually help Liberia to 
reduce its dependency on food 
importation.

According to him, Agric 
Power Africa will support 
smal lholder  farmers  to 
increase their yield and 
agribusiness farming value 
addition to attract export 
market in rice, cassava, 
vegetables apiculture  and 
livestock value chains.  

He informs guests at the 
launch that his firm will target 
seven counties in Liberia 
including Montserrado, Nimba, 
Margibi, Bong, Grand Bassa, 
Lofa and Bomi Counties within 
the next five years.

He says the program will be 
piloted in Fumah District and 
Bong Mines in Bong County and 
later expanded to the rest of 
the targeted counties. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne 

he Chief Executive 
Officer of Agri Power TA f r i c a ,  a n  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n o n -
governmental organization Dr. 
Aroms Emmanuel Aigbehi, 
d i sc loses  p lans  by  h i s  
organization to transform 
Liberia’s agricultural sector. 

He says Agri Power Africa 
will also transform Liberia by 
creating wealth through 
apiculture and mobilizing 
smallholders to go beyond 
subsistence farming and make 
Liberia self-sufficient in 
agricultural production.  

Speaking Monday,  17 
September in Gbanrga, Bong 

County in Central Liberia 
during official launch of Agri 
Power Africa, Dr.  Aigbehi notes 
the project will seek to 
increase production of value 
chains for export through the 
establishment of large farm 
settlement of   at least 5,000 
hectares in major food 
producing counties here.

He says his organization will 
work with the Government of 
Liberia,  pr ivate sector,  
community colleges, technical 
and agriculture schools, and 
other partners in Africa, 
Europe, Asia, and America to 
attract funding, technical 
expertise, equipment input, 

vision and priorities by 
b u i l d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
capacities, policy formulation 
and  s t rengthen ing  and  
economic susta inabi l i ty  
support,” the UNDP Country 
Director said.  

He said assisting the 
partners understand the work 
and responsibility that is 
required of them, is critical to 
the achievement of quality 
and timely implementation of 
development projects across 
Liberia.

H e  a d d e d :  “ B y  
understanding and applying 
UNDP’s processes, we hope to 
significantly reduce the length 
o f  t i m e  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  
t r a n s a c t i o n s  t h e r e b y  
contributing to increased 
proficiency in implementing 
programme activities.” 

The Deputy Minister of 
Budget and Planning at the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Deve lopment  P lann ing ,  
Tanneh Brunson in a statement 
said the Government has come 
a long way in working with its 
partners in fostering the 
development of the country, 
with several init iatives 
undertaken, including the way 
it conducts business with 
partners like UNDP to reach 
this stage of the nation’s 
development. 

The statement read by 
Sidiki A. Quisia of the Ministry 
quotes Minister Brunson as 
s a y i n g :  “ K e y  t o  t h i s  
partnership has been the 
Harmonize Approach to Cash 
Transfer (HACT)… This process 
is meant to ensure a coherent 
and consolidated approach to 
addressing country challenges, 
supporting Government and 
building capacity of our 
institutions so that they can 
inc reas ing l y  take  over  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  
p r o j e c t / p r o g r a m  
implementation and take 
na t i ona l  owne r sh i p  o f  

development results.” 
Minister Brunson said the 

training was an important for 
Government counterparts to 
learn, prepare and be able to 
qualify for implementing UNDP 
funded projects in various 
institutions as government 
implementing partners (IPs), 
some of which have been 
challenged by delays in 
p r ocu rement  p roce s se s ,  
financial intricacies and results-
based reporting among others. 

“The HACT framework 
r e p r e s e n t s  a  c o m m o n  
operational (harmonized) 
framework for transferring cash 
to government and non-
governmental IPs. The objective 
of the HACT framework is to 
support a closer alignment of 
development aid with national 
priorities and to strengthen 
na t i ona l  c apac i t i e s  f o r  
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
accountabi l i ty,  with the 
ultimate objective of gradually 
shifting to national systems,” 
Sidiki is quoted as saying on 
behalf of Brunson.

The tra in ing i s  being 
facilitated by colleagues of the 
West Africa Cluster Regional 
Service Center for Africa, in 
Addis Ababa (RSCA) of UNDP.

The Team Leader, Dominique 
Kabeya said the exercise is part 
of the broad framework of the 
o n g o i n g  p l a n n i n g  a n d  
programming reforms within the 
UN Development Group, which 
f o c u s e s  o n  e n h a n c i n g  
implementation, monitoring, 
a n d  r e p o r t i n g  o f  
transformational change in 
development activities. 

“It should also be noted that 
this training is timely because 
y o u r  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
Deve lopment  F ramework  
( U N D A F )  a n d  C o u n t r y  
Programme Document (CPD, 
which were extended will come 
to an end soon to align them 
with the time horizon and the 
formulation of the National 
Development Plan. It is in this 
spirit that we have planned in 
the agenda modules on Theory 
of Change, Data, Strategic Plan 
etc. which are more than 
relevant in the formulation of 
the new generation of UNDAF 
and CPD,” Mr. Kabeya said.   

The Harmonized Approach to 
Cash Transfer (HACT) and 
Results-Based Management 
(RBM) training focuses on 
modules related to UNDPs HACT 
framework and procurement 
processes, which explain the 
criteria for partners to receive 
funds from UNDP. It also includes 
the procedures for managing 
UNDP funds and how to qualify 
f o r  f u l l  N a t i o n a l  
Implementation.-Press release

UNDP remains a reliable, transparent and accountable partner”
- says Country Director

Agri Power Africa to transform agriculture here

CEO Dr. Aroms Emmanuel Aigbehi 



que, seuls, nous ne réussirons 
pas le combat de la lutte 
c o n t r e  l a  c o r r u p t i o n ,  
l’enrichissement illicite et les 
i n f r a c t i on s  a s s im i l ée s .  
Chacun, chaque entité a une 
partition à jouer ; et notre 
action commune sera d’autant 
plus efficace que nous aurons à 
cultiver la concertation, la 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  e t  l a  

e  g o u v e r n e m e n t  
libérien a ouvert une Lenquête pour faire la 

lumière sur la disparition des 
conteneurs où étaient stockés 
près de 16 milliards de dollars 
libériens, soit environ 97 
millions de dollars américains. 
Mais les documents dont a eu 
possession ce quotidien 
contiennent les détails des 
da te s  d ’a r r i vée  e t  de  
dédouanement des conteneurs 
en question. 

Les documents ont révélé 

que le 18 décembre 2017, un 
ordre de livraison spécial a été 
délivré pour que la Banque 
centrale du Libéria, avec des 
documents à l'appui, puisse 
retirer l’un des conteneurs du 
ports de Monrovia.

Ledit conteneur portait le 
n u m é r o  d e  r é f é r e n c e  
710873539 et l’inscription N/A 
comme déclaration et les 
articles de référence faisaient 
état de la présence des 
machines à l’intérieur. Il 
p o r t a i t  l e  n u m é r o  

i m p r i m é .  L e  n u m é r o  
d'enregistrement du conteneur 
était MRSU-027-5093, TCLU-
252-4875.

Ce même conteneur, selon 
l e  document  en  no t re  
possession, a été retiré du port 
le 18 décembre 2017 et l'agent 
maritime était le même que 
celui mentionné si haut.

En mars 2018, une autre 
notification spéciale a été 
publiée avec des pièces 
justificatives indiquant que 
trois conteneurs avaient été 
dédouanés.

Les chargements auraient 
été livrés le 21 novembre 2017, 
mais ils n'ont été dédouanés 
que le 3 avril 2018, bien qu'une 
notification spéciale eût été 
obtenue le 19 décembre 2017 
p o u r  a c c é l é r e r  l e  
dédouanement.

Les informations détaillées 
sont jointes au chargement, y 
compris la notification de la 
Banque centrale écrite à la NPA 

d'enregistrement MSKU-359-
0884, TCKU-142-0930. Sa date 
d'arrivée était de 21 novembre 
2017 et il a quitté le port le 3 
avril 2018 avec pour agent 
maritime Marsk Line.

Un deuxième conteneur est 
arrivé le 28 novembre 2017 
avec le numéro de référence 
710871912. Une autorisation 
spéciale a été délivrée le 20 
novembre 2017. Le numéro de 
déclaration du conteneur était 
C-4155, avec des articles 
identifiés comme du matériel 

le 31 mars 2018 avec les noms 
des personnes autorisées. 

Le dossier montre en outre 
q u e  d e s  c h a r g e m e n t s  
supplémentaires sont arrivés à 
Monrovia par le port de 
Monrovia les 17 janvier 2018, 3 
février 2018 et 25 mars 2018.

La matrice indique qu'il n’y 
a aucune date disponible pour 
leur notification spéciale et 
aucune date disponible 
indiquant l'heure à laquelle ces 
trois conteneurs ont quitté le 
port.

Selon des informations non 
confirmées, un ordre spécial 
de livraison a été délivré pour 
chacun desdits conteneurs, 
mais il reste à déterminer s’ils 
ont été utilisés.

Selon des sources proches 
d u  g o u v e r n e m e n t ,  l e  
gouvernement avait déjà 
ouvert les enquêtes sur les 
conteneurs portés disparus 
avant que les informations ne 
soient divulguées à la presse. 
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Bonne gouvernance : La Côte d’Ivoire 
partage son expérience avec le Mali

Dates et arrivées des conteneurs, 
des détails émergent

NEW DAWN

a Haute autorité pour 
la bonne gouvernance L(Habg) a reçu la visite 

de l’Office central de lutte 
contre l’enrichissement illicite 
(Oclei) du Mali le lundi 17 
septembre 2018 à Abidjan à 
son siège de Cocody-Riviera 
3.Koné Moussa, doyen du 
conseil de la Habg par ailleurs, 
représentant du président de 
l’institution, s’est dit honoré 
par une telle visite. Pour lui, 
c’est la bonne compréhension 
de ces conventions qui est 
traduite à travers cette 
coopération qui est sous-
régionale. Et d’ajouter : « Cela 
démontre que nous avons bien 
compris que, du fait de la 
similitude de nos sociétés, le 
p h é n o m è n e  d e  
l’enrichissement illicite a des 
causes et des manifestations 
quasi identiques dans nos pays 
respectifs. Il faut donc établir, 
entretenir et maintenir une 
étroite collaboration entre nos 
organes de lutte contre la 
corruption et les infractions 
assimilées conformément aux 
engagements pris par nos Etats 

coopération. Nous serons, 
tous, plus efficaces chaque 
f o i s  q u e  n o s  a c t i o n s  
s’imprègnent de l’esprit de 
c o m p l é m e n t a r i t é ,  d e  
mutualisation et de synergie. 
Dans cet esprit, nous voudrions 
œ u v r e r  p o u r  l e  
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  d ’ u n e  
coopération sud-sud féconde 
et fructueuse ». Pour lui, le cas 
de la Habg est un exemple vu 
que sa renommée dépasse les 
frontières. Donc « c’est à cette 
source abondante que l’Office 
Central veut s’abreuver et je 
sais que votre agrément ne 
fera pas défaut. » . La HABG a, 
dans sa quête de bonnes 
pratiques, visité cette année 
l’Office national de lutte 
contre la fraude et la 
corruption au Sénégal et 
l’Autorité supérieure de 
contrôle d’Etat et de Lutte 
contre la corruption au Burkina 
Faso. Notons que cette visite 
d’étude a été sollicitée par 
l’entité malienne pour établir 
les liens institutionnels de 
coopération et de partenariat 
entre les autorités nationales 
chargées d’améliorer la 
gouvernance publique dans les 
pays respectifs.

d a n s  l e s  d i f f é r e n t e s  
conventions en la matière. Je 
souhaite qu’une attention 
particulière soit prêtée à cette 
mission ». La délégation 
ma l i enne  condu i te  pa r  
Moumouni Guindo, président 
de l’Oclei s’est dit ravi de ce 

temps de travail avec HABG. Il 
a souligné : « le partenariat et 
la coopération sont des leviers 
incontournables en lesquels les 
instruments internationaux 
fondent d’immenses espoirs ». 
Il poursuit :« Nous sommes 
convaincus, à l’Office Central, 

FrançaisFrançais
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EW YORK – Le récent échange entre Joe Stiglitz et 
Larry Summers concernant la « stagnation Nséculaire » et sa relation avec la reprise 

économique molle ayant suivi la crise financière de 2008-
2009 est un sujet important. L’histoire ne se répète pas, 
mais elle rime, comme l’aurait formulé un jour Mark 
Twain. Or, pour paraphraser Bob Dylan, à la lumière de 
l’histoire économique récente, l’histoire ne rime pas, 
elle jure.

Stiglitz et Summers semblent d’accord pour affirmer que 
les politiques appliquées ont été inadaptées à 
l’appréhension des défis structurels que la crise avait 
révélés et intensifiés. Leur débat concerne l’ampleur de 
la relance budgétaire, le rôle de la réglementation 
financière et l’importance de la répartition des revenus. 
Or, certaines problématiques supplémentaires 
nécessitent une exploration en profondeur.

Nous pensons qu’une opportunité majeure a été 
manquée lorsque l’équilibre du poids de l’ajustement a 
lourdement penché en faveur des créanciers par rapport 
aux débiteurs en réponse à la crise, et que ceci a 
contribué à cette stagnation prolongée qui a suivi la 
crise. Or, les ramifications sociales et politiques à long 
terme de cette opportunité manquée se révèlent 
profondes.

En septembre 2008, lorsque le secrétaire du Trésor 
américain de l’époque Hank Paulson lance le plan de 
sauvetage des actifs à risque (TARP) à hauteur de 700 
milliards $, il propose d’utiliser ces fonds pour renflouer 
les banques, sans acquérir de participation dans celles-
ci. À cette période, aux côtés de notre collègue Robert 
Dugger, nous faisons valoir qu’une utilisation beaucoup 
plus efficace et plus juste de l’argent du contribuable 
consisterait à réduire la valeur des prêts hypothécaires 
détenus par les Américains ordinaires, pour refléter la 
chute des prix immobiliers et injecter du capital dans des 
institutions financières vouées à devenir sous-
capitalisées. Les capitaux propres permettant alors de 
soutenir un bilan qui aurait pu s’avérer 20 fois supérieur, 
les 700 milliards $ sont susceptibles de contribuer 
considérablement au rétablissement d’un système 
financier sain.

La capacité à utiliser des fonds pour injecter des 
capitaux dans les banques ne s’inscrit pas alors dans le 
cadre du projet de loi présenté à la Chambre des 
représentants des États-Unis. C’est pourquoi nous 
préparons une question que posera le représentant Jim 
Moran au président de la Commission des services 
financiers de la Chambre des représentants Barney 
Frank, quant à savoir si intervient dans l’esprit du plan 
TARP l’idée consistant à permettre au Trésor d’utiliser 
l’argent du contribuable sous forme d’injections de 
capitaux. Devant la Chambre, Frank répond par 
l’affirmative.

Il s’agissait en réalité d’un outil employé par Paulson 
dans les derniers jours de l’administration du président 
George W. Bush. Seulement voilà, Paulson a procédé de 
la mauvaise manière : il a convoqué les dirigeants des 
plus grandes banques, et les a contraints d’accepter 
l’argent qui leur était alloué. Ce faisant, il a contribué à 
une stigmatisation des banques.

Quelques mois plus tard, lorsque l’administration du 
président Barack Obama arrive au pouvoir, l’un d’entre 
nous (Soros) appelle régulièrement Summers à adopter 
une politique d’injection de capitaux dans les 
institutions financières les plus fragiles, ainsi qu’à 
ramener les prêts hypothécaires à une valeur de marché 
réaliste, pour contribuer à la reprise économique. 
Summers s’y oppose alors, considérant cette démarche 
comme inacceptable politiquement, dans la mesure où 
elle équivaudrait à une nationalisation des banques. Une 
telle politique empesterait le socialisme, et l’Amérique 
n’est pas un pays socialiste, affirme-t-il à cette période.

Nous considérons alors son argumentaire peu 
convaincant – à l’époque comme aujourd’hui. En 
soulageant les institutions financières de leurs actifs 
surévalués, les administrations Bush et Obama ont déjà 
choisi une forme de socialisme face aux difficultés. Seul 
l’aspect positif du partage des possibles gains boursiers 
en cas de reprise était en question !

Si nos recommandations en termes de politiques avaient 
été adoptées, les actionnaires et les détenteurs de dette 
(qui ont une plus forte tendance à épargner) auraient connu 
de plus grandes pertes que cela a été le cas, tandis que les 
ménages à revenu inférieur et intermédiaire (qui ont 
davantage tendance à consommer) auraient été soulagés 
du côté de leur dette hypothécaire. Cette redisposition du 
poids de l’ajustement aurait imposé les pertes à ceux qui 
avaient été responsables de la catastrophe, tout en 
stimulant la demande globale ainsi qu’en réduisant les 
inégalités croissantes qui démoralisaient la grande 
majorité des citoyens.

Nous avons reconnu qu’il existait un problème dans notre 
proposition : soulager les emprunteurs hypothécaires 
surendettés aurait suscité une résistance de la part de 
nombreux propriétaires non engagés par un prêt 
hypothécaire. À l’époque, nous explorions les possibilités 
de surmonter cette difficulté tant que cela demeurait 
d’actualité : l’administration Obama a refusé de suivre nos 
conseils.

L’approche des administrations Bush et Obama s’inscrit en 
nette contradiction à la fois avec les politiques adoptées 
par le gouvernement britannique, et avec les exemples 
précédents de sauvetages financiers réussis aux États-Unis.

Au Royaume-Uni, alors dirigé par le Premier ministre 
Gordon Brown, il a été demandé aux banques sous-
capitalisées de lever des capitaux supplémentaires. 
L’opportunité l’aura été donnée de se rendre elles-mêmes 
sur le marché, mais elles ont été averties que le Trésor 
britannique leur injecterait des fonds si elles n’y 
parvenaient pas. La Royal Bank of Scotland et la Lloyds TSB 
ont ainsi eu besoin de l’aide de l’État. Les injections de 
capitaux se sont accompagnées de restrictions sur les 
dividendes et salaires des dirigeants. Par opposition à la 
méthode d’injection de fonds employée par Paulson, les 
banques ne se sont pas retrouvées stigmatisées puisqu’elles 
ont pu emprunter sur les marchés.

De même, au cours de la Grande Dépression des années 
1930, les États-Unis ont pris possession et recapitalisé les 
banques via la Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC), 
et sont parvenus à restructurer les prêts hypothécaires via 
la Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC).

Nul doute que l’administration Obama a contribué à 
atténuer la crise en rassurant l’opinion publique et en 
minimisant la gravité des difficultés. Mais il lui a fallu pour 
cela payer un lourd tribut politique. Les politiques de 
l’administration ont échoué à appréhender les problèmes 
sous-jacents et, en protégeant les banques plutôt que les 
emprunteurs hypothécaires, elles ont creusé l’écart entre 
les riches et les pauvres d’Amérique.

L’électorat a jeté sur l’administration Obama et le Congrès 
démocrate la responsabilité des résultats. Le mouvement 
Tea Party est apparu en début d’année 2009, massivement 
soutenu financièrement par les frères milliardaires Koch, 
Charles et David. En janvier 2010, le Massachusetts a 
organisé une élection spéciale pour le siège sénatorial du 
disparu Ted Kennedy, juste après que Wall Street ait versé 
des bonus extravagants, et élu le Républicain Scott Brown. 
Les Républicains ont ensuite pris le contrôle de la Chambre 
des représentants dans le cadre des élections de mi-mandat 
de 2010, puis celui du Sénat en 2014, jusqu’à ce qu’ils 
désignent le candidat Donald Trump, qui a été élu en 2016.

Il est essentiel que le Parti démocrate reconnaisse et 
rectifie ses erreurs passées. Les élections de mi-mandat de 
2018, qui poseront les bases de l’élection présidentielle de 
2020, constituent pour ce faire une excellente opportunité. 
Les difficultés politiques et économiques auxquelles le pays 
est confronté se révèlent beaucoup plus profondes 
aujourd’hui qu’il y a dix ans, et l’opinion publique le sait.

Les Démocrates doivent reconnaître ces problèmes, et ne 
pas les minimiser. Les élections de mi-mandat de cette 
année constitueront un plébiscite pour Trump. Pour autant, 
le candidat présidentiel démocrate de 2020 devra proposer 
un programme qui inspirera de nombreux Américains. Les 
électeurs ont pu constater jusqu’où peut conduire le 
populisme démagogique des Républicains, et il incombe à 
la majorité de le rejeter en 2018.

FrançaisFrançais

e régime libérien actuel prétend ne rien savoir de la 
disparition du port autonome de Monrovia des conteneurs Let des sacs de billets de banque libériens nouvellement 

imprimés totalisant un peu moins de 16 milliards de dollars 
libériens, selon les informations officielles.

Mais il est très incompréhensible et honteux que 
l’administration Weah prétende qu’elle n’a pas connaissance 
de la disparition de l’argent qui aurait eu lieu depuis le 31 mars 
2018 sous son nez et il a fallu cinq mois plus tard, après que les 
médias aient tiré la sonnette d’arme, avant de donner la 
pénible nouvelle.

Dans un communiqué publié lundi dernier, le gouvernement a 
affirmé que les premières conclusions de l’enquête en cours 
ont établi que les conteneurs et les sacs d'argent seraient 
arrivés au Libéria entre novembre 2017 et août 2018.

Cependant, le même gouvernement semble se contredire 
quand il affirme que des preuves à la disposition de l’équipe 
d’enquête établissent que l’administration actuelle n’a pas 
été informée de l’arrivée des conteneurs et des sacs d’argent.

En juin de cette année, le président George Manneh Weah a 
constitué une équipe de gestion économique pour sauver 
l’économie face au taux de change élevé et à la dépréciation 
rapide du dollar libérien, ce, après que les conteneurs et les 
sacs d’argent auraient été portés disparus. Les autorités ont 
également annoncé l'injection de 25 millions de dollars US sur 
le marché pour éliminer l'excès de liquidité de la monnaie 
locale en circulation et qui continue d’augmenter le taux de 
change.

Nous en déduisons que l'administration Weah était peut-être au 
courant après avoir pris fonctions, mais jamais informée 
officiellement par son prédécesseur, le gouvernement Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, d’où des accusations mutuelles continues.

Nous avons appris que l’ancien gouverneur exécutif de la 
Banque centrale du Libéria, J. Milton Weeks, et d’autres 
personnes sont interrogées par la police. M. Weeks a été le 
dernier gouverneur exécutif de la Banque centrale de l'ancien 
régime.

Le ministre libérien de l'Information, Lenn Eugene Nagbe, a 
rendu encore énorme le mystère entourant la disparition de 
l’argent lorsqu'il a déclaré à Voice of America, mardi 18 
septembre, que le montant réel de l’argent imprimé et 
apporté dans le pays est de 16 milliards de dollars libériens. Ce 
qui signifie que le chiffre réel pourrait même être plus élevé.

  « Lorsque vous parlez du gouvernement libérien, vous devez 
comprendre que nous avons une situation unique où un 
gouvernement élu démocratiquement prend le relais d'un 
autre gouvernement élu démocratiquement. Il y a donc eu une 
transition. 

Maintenant, avant que la transition ne se produise, le 
gouvernement du Libéria avait déjà donné l’ordre de livraison, 
mais comme nous avions un nouveau président, on aurait pu 
penser que ce nouveau président aurait été informé de toutes 
ces transactions lors des notes de transition qui lui ont été 
présentées pendant la réunion de transition mais il n'était pas 
au courant… »

Il se peut que le président George Manneh Weah n’ait jamais 
été informé avant de prendre ses fonctions, mais cela n’annule 
pas le fait qu’en janvier 2018, après sa prise du pouvoir et la 
présumée disparition des conteneurs et des sacs d’argent du 
port le 31 mars 2018, sous sa gouverne, il n’aurait pu tenir 
informer le public et procéder à une enquête rapide. Mais il a 
fallu attendre cinq mois pour que le peuple soit informé et 
qu’une enquête soit ouverte. 

Par Rob Johnson &  George Soros
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Éditorial
Le gouvernement en sait 
beaucoup mais dit moins Un meilleur sauvetage était possible



NEW DAWN  10www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                      THURSDAY          SEPTEMBER  20 2018                              

Legislative Contempt: "Double Punishment Game" 
Can Lessons be learned

By: Martin Blayon, ex-Legislative Reporter/Secretary of LEGISPOL

Corporation (MCC).

Scores of women and others prevented the 
incarceration of Madam Grace Kpaan, when she was 
held in contempt and ordered to be jailed by the 
House's Plenary under the speakership of Alex Tyler of 
Bomi County.

It can also be recalled that February 26, 2013, a 
dramatic scene was observed at the Monrovia City 
Court when the Acting City Major of Monrovia, Mary 
Broh narrowly escaped an arrest by hundreds of 
citizens, including passersby. 

It was reported that Madam Broh went to the City 
Court to issue a writ of prohibition against the 
mandate of the House of Representatives.

The House has earlier ordered the arrest of Madam 
Broh and Supt. Kpaan, and their subsequent detention 
for obstructing justice. She was on the run and her 
whereabouts unknown.

Howbeit, Madam Broh was charged for contempt 
and obstruction of legislative function, when the 
House ordered the incarceration of ex-Montserrado 

County Superintendent, Grace Kpaan.

Madam Broh also experienced similar contempt 
charge by the House of Representative and "vote of no 
conf idence"  was  endorsed by scores  of  
Representatives who claimed that Broh disrespected 
them.

It can be recalled that The Supreme Court of Liberia 
ruled that the House of Representatives and the 
Ministry of Justice violated the rights of the acerbic 
former interim Monrovia City Mayor and presidential 
friend, Mary Broh, when those institutions ordered her 
jailed for contempt and obstruction of justice.

Madam Broh was accused of civil disobedience and 
obstruction of justice, which led to the contempt 
charge from the House of Representatives.

The high court said: Broh's action is in no way 
unlawful, because the lower court lacked the 
jurisdiction to imprison an individual for contempt, 
and "can be turned over to the judiciary for 
punishment."

In 2013, the House of Representatives ordered 
then-Montserrado County Superintendent Grace Kpan 
jailed for her failure to pay a fine, to reinstate the 
chairman of the project management committee of 

Montserrado County, and was also ordered to put into 
one account development funds appropriated for her 
county.

Ms. Kpan's failure to comply with the instructions 
from the House of Representatives led that body to 
mandate her imprisonment.

However, as Madam Kpaan was being led to prison 
by law enforcement officers, it was reported that Mary 
Broh "took matters into her own hands, when she led 
group of women to attack and prevent law 
enforcement from taking Ms. Kpan to prison."

At the end of the day, Madam Kpaan was never 
imprisoned; and was taken away from the scene into 
the waiting arms of Broh and her friends.

Madam Kpaan tussle with the House of 
Representative started early March of 2013.

She and Representative Edward Ford were involved 
into war of words over the famous audio recording: you 
eat; I eat controversial conservation that sparked 
heated debate and public outcry in Liberia.

This led to the House of Representative endorsing "a 
vote of no confidence in Madam Broh for obstructing 
legislative function."

However, President Ellen Johnson –Sirleaf later 
appointed her as Director General at the General 
Service Agency, a position that she is still occupying in 
this new government, headed by President George M. 
Weah.

It can also be recalled that on July 17, 2013, plenary 
of the House of Representatives ordered that Sinoe 
County Superintendent, Milton Teahjay be jailed for 48 
hours at the Monrovia Prison- south beach.

Superintendent TeaHjay was sent to Prison for his 
alleged assault against Representative Matthew Zarzar 
in the studio at a local Radio Station in Greenville 
Sinoe County; a claim he agreed to and apologized for.

Currently, there is misunderstanding or war of 
words between Senator Sando Johnson and another 
Bomi County citizen- Cooper who has a rubber factory 
in Bomi County.

It has been alleged that Cooper, a business man is 
allegedly planning to contest in the next general 
senatorial elections in Bomi County.

Meanwhile, Deputy Information Minister for Press 
and Public Affairs at the Ministry of Information, 
Culture and Tourism, (MICAT), Eugene Fahngon, has 
been considered "a non-governmental material and 
sentenced to jail for two nights for legislative 
contempt by the House of Representatives.

The House took the decision on September 12, 2018 
evening upon Fahngon' appearance before Plenary to 
show cause why he should not be held in contempt, 
after his verbal fight with Representative Edwin M. 
Snowe.

Representative Snowe , formerly of District# 6 
Montserrado County and now Bomi County, filed a 
complaint against his kinsman, Fahngon.

Unity Party (UP) earlier issued a press statement, 
condemning the action of Fahngon against it senior 
member (Snowe), who was also seen a video; which 
went viral on facebook and other social media 
platforms.

The both officials of the Executive and Legislative 
branches of the Liberian government were seen in an 
argumentative conservation at a local Police station in 
Monrovia.

epeated issues of war of words ensuing 
between some members of the House of RRepresentatives and key officials of the 

Ministry of Information and other executive 
institutions needs to be urgently settled because; 
separation of power plays crucial role in solidifying 
Liberia's democracy and governance system.

It can be recalled that war of words ensued 
between Representative Acarous Gray of District # 8, 
Montserrado County and ex-Deputy Information 
Minister, Isaac Jackson during the administration of 
ex-President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf government.

Representative Gray and Deputy MICAT boss tussle 
led to the summoning of ex-Information Minister Lewis 
Brown and others to the House of Representatives to 
show reasons why they should not be held in contempt.

Ex –House Speaker Alex Tyler who was a member of 
the Unity Party (UP) lobbied quietly to settle the 
misunderstanding between one of their colleagues 
(Rep. Gray and Deputy Minister Jackson).

I stand corrected; Bomi County Representative 

Haja Fata Siryon frowned at Representative Gray for 
continuously pointing accusing fingers at officials from 
the Ministry of Information and other Executive 
institutions.

However, Gray maintained that Deputy Minister 
Jackson used MICAT regular press briefing to attack 
him verbally.

The two key spokesmen of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf's 
government apologized to the August body (House of 
Representative for the alleged action); which led to 
their contempt charge.

It can also be recalled that early September of 
2016, war of words ensued between the ex-President 
of the Press Union of Liberia, Jallah Grayfield and ex-
Deputy Information Minister for Public Affairs, Issac 
Jackson who was vocal against critics of the Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf' led government that was continuously 
criticized by members of the opposition bloc and 
others.

Speaker Tyler and other lawmakers admonished 
their colleagues to refrain from verbally attacking 
members of the Executive branch of government.

It can also be recalled that the House of 
Representative passed a vote of no confidence in 
Madam Mary Broh, formerly of the Monrovia City 

Analysis



s  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  
investigation into the Amissing containers 

stacked with 16 billion 
Liberian Dollars banknotes, an 
equivalent of US$104m gains 
momentum, authorities here 
are inviting investigators of 
the Federal  Bureau of  
Investigation (FBI), and other 
reputable international bodies 
to assist in its ongoing probe.  

An official in the corridors 
of the Executive Mansion told 
this paper via mobile phone 
Wednesday that letters were 
being sent to the FBI, IMF and 
other international bodies to 
assist the young Liberian 
Government in solving what is 
fast becoming one of the 
biggest financial crimes in the 
nation’s history.

Former President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf has said in an 
interview that the current 
government is attempting to 
smear her administration 
while insisting that there were 
handling over notes to show 
that these containers with 
monies were available.

But Information Minister 

investigation. 
On Wednesday, September 

19, former Central Bank 
Governor, Milton Weeks 
appeared before investigators 

at the Liberia National Police 
headquarters in Monrovia. 

 Mr. Weeks is among 
individuals restricted by the 
State from traveling outside of 

Eugene Nagbe told a local radio 
that news about the missing 
containers was only brought to 
the attention of President 
George Weah in August.

On Tuesday government 
released the names of several 
individuals of interest, both 
past and present government 
officials to help in the ongoing 
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o r d e r e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  
headquarters. 

At least some reporters 
managed to capture photos of 
his arrival before they were 
asked out. 

“This place is for securities, 
not for anybody claiming to be 
journalist or even journalists. 
Any information we want you 
to hear, we will get to y’all,” 
an officer says. 

The Government here 
issued a national security 
circular Tuesday, advising 
persons of interest needed to 
a s s i s t  w i t h  o n g o i n g  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  
circumstance surrounding the 
importation of Liberian 
banknotes  into  L iber ia  
between November 2017 and 
August 2018, not to leave the 
country. 

The Ministry of Information 
says the government takes the 
ongoing investigation seriously 
because it has national 
security implications. 

Minister Eugene Nagbe says 
authorities at all points of 
entry or exit including land, 
border, air and seaports have 
been directed to take due 
cognizance of the circular. 

The government circular 
says the investigation team has 
asked for the continued 
cooperation of Milton Weeks, 
George Abi Jaoudi, Charles 
Sirleaf, Richard Walker, Mariea 
E. G. Toe, Musulyn R. B. 
Jackson and Opheila Nyenpan. 
Others are Oldada Deshield, 
Prince Bull, J. Barquolleh 
Gabriel, Theodosia B. Jreh, 
Zinnah Davison, Solomon 
Jaykpah, Kollie Ballah, and 
Andrew Pabai, among others.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

Liberia while investigators find 
answers to how containers 
stacked with 16 billion 
Liberian Dollars exited the 
Freeport of Monrovia under 

national security escort and 
varnished in thin air. 

He served as Central Bank 
Governor under former 
President Ellen Johnson - 
Sirleaf’s regime and held the 
post up to the first few months 
of President George Manneh 
Weah’s administration this 
year before he resigned. 

Journalists had converged 
at the police headquarters to 
await Mr. Weeks’ arrival, but 
they were immediately asked 
to leave while the ex-Governor 
appeared Wednesday. 

Prior to his arrival, there 
were some friendly interaction 
between journalists and 
police, but it all changed 
suddenly when Mr. Weeks 
arrived as journalists were 

s s i s t a n t  H e a l t h  
Minister for Vital AStatistics, C. Sanford 

Wesseh says the ministry is 
committed to collaborating 
with partners to immunize 
every child in Liberia.

He says although it is a huge 
task, but the Ministry of Health 
is prepared and committed to 

immunizing all children across 
the country, stressing that the 
survival of children in Liberia is 
one of the ministry’s primary 
priorities.

Minister Wesseh gave the 
pledge recently at the close of 
a Joint Technical Appraisal 
workshop organized by the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h  i n  

collaboration with Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and 
Immunizations or GAVI in 
Monrovia.

According to Wesseh, who 
represented the Minister of 
Health Dr. Wilhelmina Jallah 
at the ceremony, the Ministry 
is overwhelmed by the 
participation of partners at 
the workshop and lauds GAVI 
for its continued support, 
p r o m i s i n g  f u r t h e r  
co l laborat ion  with  the 
institution.

In response, senior country 
manager of GAVI, Madam 
Joanna Jeurlink, lauds the 
Ministry of Health for its 
commitment and reaffirms 
GAVI’s full support towards the 
immunization of Liberian 
children.

Madam Jeur l ink  a lso  
appreciates the cooperation 
of the Ministry as they work to 
reduce child mortality here. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

By Ben P. Wesee

FBI, IMF, others invited

MoH vows to immunize every child nationwide

have real reconciliation.
He says such court should 

be established so people who 
committed atrocities can 
account for their wrongdoings.

“If we want to have true 
reconciliation, we must have 
truth on our lips. We can't look 
at reconciliation in the air. 
Unless people who committed 
these atrocities can be 
dragged to court to account for 
their actions, I am afraid, we 
can’t have any genuine 

peace,” he argues.
A former contestant for 

legislative seat in Montserrado 
County, Tengbe continues: 
“They must pay for the wrong 
they did then we will be 
getting somewhere. The 
culture of impunity is killing us 
and we must change things 
around for the better.” 

Mr. Thomas Goba, former 
chairman of the community, 
pledges commitment to work 
with the newly inducted 
leadership.

He says while the elections 
tha t  b rought  the  new 
leadership to power were 
tension parked, it was now 
time for the community to 
once again, hold together for 
development.

In brief remarks at the 
ceremony on Sunday, 16 
September  Montserrado 
County Electoral District #6 
Representative Samuel Enders 
urges the leadership to be 
open-minded in order to 
achieve its goals.

“You must be opened to 
your people because that’s the 
s ty le  of  a  respons ib le  
leadership. You must also be 
strong and withstand all 
criticisms because this is what 
you are being called to do. Be 

decisive in your decision 
making process. I know it will 
be hard but please do not let 
your people down,” the 
lawmaker cautions.

The new Chairman of the 
GSA Road Community, Dave 
Fokonyulu, discloses key on his 
agenda are construction of an 
administrative headquarters 
and community hall.

He also vows the new 
leadership will ensure that 
electricity reaches to almost 
all homes in the community as 
a means of combating criminal 
activities at night.

Meanwh i le ,  the  new 
leadership will steer the 
affairs of the community for 
the next three years. -Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

esidents of GSA Road 
C o m m u n i t y  i n  RPaynesville, outside 

Monrovia have install new 
corps of officials to govern the 
community with guest speaker 
at the occasion amplifying calls 
for the establishment of a war 
and economic crimes court 
Liberia.

Mr. Abraham B. Tengbe 
notes there must be truth to 

GSA Road community inducts leadership
-As guest speaker amplifies calls for war crimes court

By Bridgett Milton
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Wallace […] So quite naturally 
it hits home, and I felt like I 
had to act in a sense that this 
is my home.”

Since the hurricane made 
landfall last week, 34 people 
have been reported dead, 26 
of them in North Carolina. 
Florence has battered the 
Carolinas, leaving behind a 
trail of destruction, including 
extensive flooding, damaged 
homes and several power 
outages.

A North Carolina native, 
Jordan grew up and went to 
high school in Wilmington, 
before helping the North 
Carolina Tar Heels to win an 
NCAA title during his three-
year spell at Chapel Hill.

The former NBA star retains 
a strong bond with North 
Carolina as the owner of the 
Charlotte Hornets and has 
several friends and relatives 
living in the state’s coastal 
area. His nephew attends UNC 
Wilmington, and Jordan spent 
last weekend trying to get in 
touch with family and friends 
as he followed the hurricane’s 
path closely.

Hurricane Florence Response 
Fund.

MJ explained the decision 
to help out his home state was 
a logical step, after seeing the 
d e s t r u c t i o n  H u r r i c a n e  
Florence caused on the 
Carolinas.

“It just hits home,” Jordan 
told The Associated Press. “I 
know all of those places: 
Wilmington, Fayetteville, 
Myrtle Beach, New Bern, and 

That took the Argentine 
past longtime rival Cristiano 
Ronaldo, who has seven 
Champions League hat tricks.

Ousmane Dembele also 
scored for Barcelona, which 
was already 3-0 up when it was 
reduced to 10 men as defender 
Samuel Umtiti was sent off 
with a second yellow card for a 
hard foul in the 79th.

The  G roup  B  r e su l t  
e x t e n d e d  B a r c e l o n a ' s  
unbeaten run at home to 27 

arcelona fans can 
s t o p  w o r r y i n g .  BLionel Messi is just 

fine — and he scored a record 
eighth Champions League 
hat trick to prove it.

Three days after a rare 
poor performance in the 
Spanish league, Messi  
returned to normal service 
on Tuesday with three goals 
in a 4-0 win over PSV 
E i n d h o v e n  i n  t h e i r  
Champions League opener.

matches in the Champions 
League. The Catalan club has 
won 25 games and drawn only 
two during the streak.

Messi had struggled in the 
team's league win at Real 
Sociedad on Saturday, a 
worrying sign just ahead of the 
team's important Champions 
League opener.

But he put that behind him 
with a beautiful free kick in 
the 32nd minute to open the 
scoring at Camp Nou Stadium. 

ichael Jordan has 
joined the recovery Mefforts hoping to 

bring some relief to the areas 
devastated by Hurricane 
Florence.

The six-time NBA champion 
has donated $2 million to the 
r e l i e f  a n d  r e c o v e r y  
operations, with $1 million 
each going to the American 
Red  Cross  and  to  the  
Foundation For The Carolinas’ 

Jordan Donates $2m to Hurricane Florence FundJordan Donates $2m to Hurricane Florence Fund

Messi scores record 8th Champions League hat trick
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