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he UN Security 
C o u n c i l  h a s  Tunanimously agreed 

to lift sanctions against 
Eritrea after nine years.

An arms embargo, asset 
freeze, and travel ban were 
imposed in 2009 amid claims 
Eritrea supported al-Shabab 
militants in Somalia.

The resolution, drafted by 
the UK, was backed by the US 
and its Western allies.

The UN vote comes amid a 
thaw in relations between 
Eritrea and its neighbours 
following years of conflict.

Eritrea agreed a peace 
deal with Ethiopia in June, 
while the leader of Eritrea 
a n d  t h e  U N - b a c k e d  
government in Somalia have 
also met three times this 
year.

Why were sanct ions  
imposed?

The resolution, backed by 
13 votes in favour, was passed 
after the UN Security Council 
accused Eritrea of arming, 
training and equipping armed 
groups including al-Shabab.

he UK's decision to 
deny visas for two Tpioneering female 

anti-poaching rangers to 
attend an awards ceremony 
has been criticised by 
organisers.

The UN had frequently 
expressed concern about the 
f low of  weapons into 
Somalia, where Islamist 
militants were battling 
government forces for 
control of the capital 
Mogadishu.

Eritrea has also been 
criticised for human rights 

leadership.
However, the AFP news 

agency says that the UN 
monitors had said they had 
"not  found conc lus ive  
ev idence  that  Er i t rea  
supports Al-Shabaab".

What does Eritrea say?
The Eritrean government 

has always denied supporting 
al-Shabab militants, calling 
the claim a "fabrication" 
created by US intelligence 
officials. Ethiopia is a close 
ally of the US, especially in 

Zimbabwean Nyaradzo 
Hoto risks her life every day 
to protect elephants from 
ivory poachers in an all-
female anti-poaching unit.

She and a colleague were 
due to accept an award for 

abuses and mandatory 
national service conscription, 
which has led to tens of 
thousands of young Eritreans 
fleeing the country for 
Europe.

The asset freezes and 
t r a v e l  b a n  a f f e c t e d  
individuals and businesses, as 
we l l  a s  t he  E r i t r e an  

the fight against al-Shabab.
When they were imposed, 

Araya Desta,  Er i t rea ' s  
ambassador to the UN, 
dismissed the sanctions as 
" l u d i c r o u s  p u n i t i v e  
measures".Eritrea occupies a 
strategic location on the Red 
Sea, which connects Europe, 
Africa and the East. However, 
its economy has suffered 
after years of sanctions.

The Eritrean government 
n o w  s a y s  i t  w a n t s  
compensat ion  fo r  the  
sanctions, which it insists 
were politically motivated.-
BBC

the team on 3 November.
But Ms Hoto's trip, her first 

outside Zimbabwe, was 
called off after visitor visa 
applications were rejected.

"I haven't told my daughter 
yet. I don't want to disappoint 
her, she was so proud of me," 
the 26-year-old whispers 
down the phone.

"It would have been my 
first time on a plane. She said 
' I  wish you good luck 
Mummy!'"

Zimbabwe International 
Women Awards  (Z iwa)  
created the Founder's Award 
specifically to honour the 
unit known as Akashinga, 
which means the brave ones 
in Shona.

In a rejection letter, the 
Home Office cited Ms Hoto's 
and Petronella Chigumbura's 
lack of financial assets and 
property, suggesting they 
were not genuine visitors and 
could try to remain in the 
UK.-BBC
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irls in the Nigerian 
state of Lagos are Gnow allowed to 

wear a hijab to school, the 
authorities have said.

The Muslim headscarf has 
been at the centre of a row in 
the state since 2014 when a 
Lagos high court banned them 
in schools.

T h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  
overturned on appeal two 
years later, but the state then 
took the case to the Supreme 
Court and did not lift the ban 
at school, the Daily Trust 

reports.
In a circular, the state 

government said it would now 
allow girls to wear hijabs 
pending the Supreme Court 
ruling.

It stipulated that a 
student’s hijbab had to be 
“short, smart, neat and in the 
same colour of the uniform”.

"No student should be 
discriminated against in any 
form on the basis of religion," 
it added.

Saheed Ashafa, from the 
Muslim Students’ Society of 

Nigeria (MSSN) in Lagos State, 
welcomed the move, the 
Vanguard newspaper reports.

He condemned “the 
embarrass ing way and 
manner that our members are 
being victimised, harassed, 
p u n i s h e d  a n d  d e n i e d  
e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e i r  
classrooms for wearing 
Hijab”.

The decision comes days 
after a school in nearby Oyo 
state closed after refusing to 
allow students to enter the 
school premises wearing 

hijabs.
This sparked protests by 

parents which had led to the 
closure of The University of 
Ibadan International School.

Nigeria's population is 
roughly divided between 
Muslims and Christians.

The majority of Muslims 
live in the north and 
Christians primarily are in the 
south - though Lagos has a 
r e l i g i o u s l y  m i x e d  
population.-BBC

Eritrea sanctions lifted 
after nine years

Image copyright GETTY IMAGES: Ethiopia's Abiy
 Ahmed (left) and Eritrea's Isaias Afwerki (right) have 
ended travel restrictions between the two countries

Feted Zimbabwe female 
rangers denied visas

Media captionZimbabwe women's anti-
poaching group protecting elephants
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Lagos lifts school 
hijab ban

AFP Ccaption: Lagos state has informed schools that  no 
student should be discriminated against on the basis of religion
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EditorialEditorial

LIBERIA'S VICE PRESIDENT Jewel Howard Taylor keeps 
assuring and re-assuring President George Manneh Weah of 
her loyalty firstly, to him, and to the Coalition government. 
This is strange and seems to indicate the Vice President and 
President Weah are not working in concert.

FOR THE SECOND time in less than a year, VP Jewel Taylor 
had gone public, re-assuring President Weah that she is fully 
cognizant of her role as Vice President of the Republic of 
Liberia in which she serves as a critical support to the 
President.

A STATEMENT FROM the Office of Vice President Jewel 
Howard Taylor issued by her Chief of Office Staff George T. 
Nimely, as published here in a local daily, notes that in strict 
consonance with clearly stated constitutional roles and 
responsibilities of the Vice President, Madam Taylor is fully 
mindful of her sphere of duties, and accordingly, she wishes 
to reiterate her awareness that the prime focus of her 
strategy and intention has always been to lend full support 
to the agenda and purposes of President Weah, not to pursue 
a separate end of her own.

THE LATEST ASSURANCE comes amid serious internal fight 
in Mrs. Taylor's National Patriotic Party (NPP) which is a 
member of the ruling Coalition for Democratic Change. It is 
from the NPP while serving as Standard Bearer that then 
Candidate George Manneh Weah picked her as his running 
mate in the 2017 elections that saw that ticket ascending to 
power.  

ACCORDING TO THE statement coming from Chief of Office 
Staff Nimely, Vice President Taylor acknowledges creeping 
political uneasiness within the NPP, but notes that such 
scenario is not uncommon in political institutions. However, 
if that will in any way affect her effective relationship with 
President Weah, and the Coalition, then we suggest that she 
should find remedy.  

IN PREVIOUS APPEARANCE, Vice President Taylor went on 
public radio here and apologized to President Weah for her 
many travels out of the country without informing him as 
leader of the nation.

WE LIKE TO sound here that there is a vast difference 
between words and actions. We also wonder why these 
assurance and re-assurance from Madam Taylor to President 
Weah. Where does this seem mistrust come from?

RATHER THAN RE-ASSURING constantly, we call on VP Taylor 
to conduct her office in a trust manner, she would have no 
reason to keep re-assuring President Weah about her loyalty. 
Loyalty is demonstrated thru actions, not words.

WE BELIEVE IF VP Taylor is in close consultation with the 
President on almost everything, there should no reason for 
her to keep re-assuring him. But this seems not to be the 
case as the unfolding development indicates.

IT IS IMPORTANT that the President and the Vice President 
move on the same path and promote the same agenda for 
the sake of smooth governance or leadership. What is 
coming to the public seems to present the contrary, which is 
not politically healthy.

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018.  www.project-syndicate.org

ONDON – On Brexit day – March 29, 2019 – the 
HMS Buccaneer Britannia will set sail in search Lof the riches of the “Anglosphere.” But there 

is a hitch: Someone has forgotten to raise the 
anchor, which remains planted firmly in Ireland.

This isn’t surprising. Of all the Euroskeptic 
Conservative politicians I know, not one has ever 
mentioned Northern Ireland, let alone the 
sovereign country to the south of it. The only thing 
on the Brexiteers’ minds is the quest for 
parliamentary sovereignty and liberation from the 
supranational “superstate” in Brussels.

This blinkered view may simply reflect ignorance. 
Even an erstwhile “Remainer” like Karen Bradley, 
the current Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, 
recently confessed that, “[…] when I started this 
job, I didn’t understand some of the deep-seated 
and deep-rooted issues that there are in Northern 
Ireland.” In other words, until very recently, she 
has been incurious about one of the central issues 
of nineteenth- and twentieth-century British 
history.

Conservative politicians who find themselves in 
such a position would do well to know that conflicts 
over the “Irish question” have resulted in more 
than 3,600 violent deaths. They might also benefit 
from knowing that successive Conservative prime 
ministers, from Edward Heath to Margaret 
Thatcher to John Major, struggled and failed to 
resolve the issue before it was put to rest by the 
1998 Good Friday Agreement.

In addition to military decommissioning, the Good 
Friday Agreement brought together antagonistic 
communities by mandating smooth trade between 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, under 
the aegis of the EU customs union. The fact that 
55.8% of Northern Irish voters backed “Remain” in 
the 2016 referendum partly reflects this 
astonishing achievement.

Anyone with an ounce of foresight should have 
known that the status of Northern Ireland would 
become a stubborn conundrum at the center of the 
Brexit negotiations. In fact, the problem is so 
intractable that conspiracy-minded Brexiteers now 
suspect EU negotiators of using it to delay or stymie 
Buccaneer Britannia’s glorious departure.

Ironically, many in the EU also think that a plot is 
afoot. The EU has long insisted that a legally 
binding divorce settlement must be concluded 
before there can be any discussion of future UK-EU 
relations. But now Britain is suspected of exploiting 
the Irish question to insinuate a detailed “political 
declaration” about future relations into the formal 
exit agreement.

The key problem is the so-called Irish backstop, 
which would prevent the establishment of a hard 
border between Northern Ireland and the Republic 
of Ireland in the absence of a wider deal on the 
future of UK-EU relations. In December 2017, all 
parties concurred that such a backstop was 
necessary to preserve the peace under the Good 
Friday Agreement. But there has been 
disagreement over the translation of this into 
legally binding language. Failing an agreement, 
“the territory of Northern Ireland would be part of 
the customs territory of the European Union.”

For its part, the UK government insisted that it can 
address the border issue by remaining in close 

alignment with EU customs rules and deploying 
customs-monitoring technologies that have yet to be 
invented – which is to say, by magic. Yet the Irish 
government has insisted that every detail of the 
backstop be nailed down and included in the legally 
binding withdrawal treaty.

But this preliminary agreement immediately posed a 
problem for May, whose majority in the House of 
Commons depends on ten Democratic Unionist MPs 
from Northern Ireland. And, because her own party 
and the cabinet are divided on the kind of Brexit they 
want, the Irish Republic and the rest of the EU are in 
the position of spectators to a colossal act of national 
self-harm. If the province were to remain in the EU’s 
customs and regulatory orbit, there would have to be 
a border in the Irish Sea. That would jeopardize not 
just the workings of the UK’s internal customs union, 
but also the constitutional integrity of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Worse, the fudging language invited a “we, too” 
riposte from Scottish nationalists, who rightly argued 
that if special arrangements were going to be made 
for Northern Ireland’s Remain majority, then the 
Scots, who also voted to remain, should be offered a 
similar deal. Failing that, they would demand a rerun 
of the 2014 Scottish independence referendum. This 
time, however, Scottish nationalists would not have 
to worry about the Unionist argument that 
independence implies a de facto withdrawal from the 
EU.

The EU rejected British offers to remaintemporarily 
in the customs union after Brexit, because that would 
allow the UK to enjoy the benefits of tariff-free trade 
without having to permit the free movement of EU 
citizens. On this occasion, the EU once again 
suspected the UK of using Northern Ireland as a 
Trojan horse to gain an unfair advantage, and the 
Brexiteers accused May of capitulating to the 
extortionist gangsters in Brussels. May’s “Brexit 
secretary,” David Davis, immediately resigned, and 
he was soon followed out the door by then-Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson (who needed a moment to 
consider his own prospects of replacing May).

Negotiators have since been exploring the surreal 
idea of a “backstop to the backstop” in the event that 
the first backstop ends up being “time-limited” 
instead of “all-weather,” to use their deadly jargon. 
Emphasis has now shifted to how the entire UK can 
remain in the customs union, with the proviso that 
“one day” it might be able to escape. But the basic 
point remains: Predominantly English Brexiteers 
have given no serious thought to the Irish question, 
nor even to the likelihood that crashing out of the EU 
might take the UK back to the dark ages. Many of 
them would rather lose Northern Ireland and 
Scotland than forgo Brexit.

Instead, they have been busy constructing a fanciful 
world of limitless possibility, based on a national 
mythology featuring Sir Francis Drake, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, the British Raj, and standing “alone” in 
1940. Psychologically, some of them seem to be 
reliving an imaginary war with our closest neighbors 
and trading partners.

Most sensible people live in the present. And 
wherever one looks, from Trump’s trade wars to 
Russia and Moldova vowing to block Britain’s post-
Brexit accession to the World Trade Organization, 
reality is ineluctably crushing Brexiteers’ fantasies of 
English importance.

VP Taylor appears unease
Brexiteers have given no serious thought to what withdrawal from the 
European Union will mean for Northern Ireland and its relationship with 
Great Britain. If they had, they would have known that there is no way to 
bring twenty-first-century reality into line with their nineteenth-century 
delusions of grandeur.
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Brexit vs. the Irish Question

By Michael Burleigh
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he Liberia State Council and Court of the Noble Order of the 
Knights and Ladies of Marshall of the Roman Catholic Church will Tthis Saturday hold its Annual Dinner and Ball in support of its Lay 

Apostolate Works mainly serving and evangelizing the world with the 
Catholic Faith. The event is expected to be graced by hundreds of 
Marshallans, other Catholics and the Public.

The Dinner and Ball will be held at the St. Maria Goretti Institute Hall, 
Upper Caldwell, Monrovia on Saturday, November 17, 2018 at 7:30PM.
Tickets are on sale – Ordinary US$15.00; Single Patron US$30.00 and 
Double Patron US$50.00.                             

The Dinner and Ball will be preceded by football and kickball activities 
among the Junior Order on Saturday November 17, 2018 at the SOS 
Village in Maltadi.
The Noble Order of the Knights of Marshall, a Catholic Fraternal 
Society, was so named to revere the memory of Sir. James Marshall, 
B.L., K.C.S.G., an English Catholic, who during the second half of the 
19th century, worked in the Gold Coast, now Ghana as Chief Justice.

James Marshall was in his lifetime an outstanding practicing Catholic, 
and lamenting the lack of Catholic priests in the Lord’s vineyard in Gold 
Coast of his day, strenuously and tirelessly campaigned to have that 
spiritual vacuum filled.
His labours were rewarded when the first two Catholic priests, Rev. 
Fathers Augustine Mureau and Eugene Murat arrived at Elmina, Gold 
Coast in 1880 to commence Catholic re-evangelization in the Colony.

The Noble Order was instituted at Sekondi, Gold Coast, West Africa, on 
18th November, 1926 and consequent upon its approval by His 
Lordship, the Rt. Rev. Ernest Hauger, Bishop of the then Vicariate of the 
Gold Coast, on 1st May, 1929, received the following ecclesiastical 
attestation. The motto of the Order is Unity Charity and Fraternity. 

In Liberia, the Noble Order is divided into three Regional Councils; 
namely the Southern Regional Council, the Central Regional Council 
and the Southeastern Regional Council. In the entire Country, there are 
19 Councils and 18 Courts. The Councils refer to the Men and the Courts 
refer to the Women.

There are 11 Junior Councils and Courts; 7 in the Southern Regional 
Council, 2 in the Central Regional Council and 2 in the Southeastern 
Regional Council. 

Worthy Brother Daniel P. M Kwabo
State Grand Knight, Liberia State Council

Noble Order of the Knights of Marshall
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Liberian Government. Murder, rape, mutilation, torture, unfortunately, Liberia has seen 
it all. 

Although it has been decades since these atrocities have occurred, wounds cannot be 
healed without justice for victims. Moreover, this lack of accountability is leading Liberia 
into a slow creep backwards towards the murderous mayhem of its civil war days. 

Without the justice Liberians are rightfully clamoring for, I fear there will be further 
violence and turbulence. This is why it is so crucial to call upon Liberia to establish a war 
crimes tribunal. As a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, I have had the great 
pleasure of working with Chairman ROYCE and Ranking Member ENGEL and the chairman 
of my subcommittee, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 

The bipartisan manner in which they have conducted committee business in order to 
move impactful and consequential legislation is something truly to be admired and 
replicated. Thank you, Chairman ROYCE. Thank you to Chairman ROYCE, Ranking 
Member ENGEL, Chairman SMITH, and my Democratic coleader, Congressman HANK 
JOHNSON, and all of our other cosponsors for supporting this resolution. 

I would also like to thank the committee staff, especially Meg Gallagher, Sean ONeill, and 
Marie Spear, for their work on this matter. I urge all my colleagues to support this 
resolution and continue to seek justice across the globe. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I continue to reserve the balance of my time. Mr. ROYCE of 
California. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), 
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global Human 
Rights, and International Organizations. Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H. Res. 1055, offered by my good friend and colleague, DAN DONOVAN. 

This is an important piece of legislation. It underscores the unfinished business towards 
Liberia. Liberia is one of our best friends and allies, historically to the present day, for 
very many reasons, including the fact that freed men and women and former slaves from 
this country went back and helped to make Liberia what it is today. 

Unfortunately, they have had people like Charles Taylor, a despotic leader who killed and 
maimed and enabled gross rape. He, personally, has been held to account by the Court for 
Sierra Leone. We all know that David Crane, chief prosecutor, who has testified before my 
subcommittee on several occasions, did a wonderful job in bringing large numbers of 
people to justice. 

Charles Taylor, for example, got 50 years. I will never forget that infamous photo of Taylor 
looking down at the floor, never thinking that he would get a 50-year jail term for his 
crimes. But there are many others who never got prosecuted. 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission made serious recommendations that have not 
been implemented, including establishment of a criminal tribunal for Liberia. 

The time has come. DAN DONOVAN’s bill puts the House clearly on record in saying we 
think this needs to be done, and it needs to be done now. I thank him for his leadership. 
On the subcommittee, he has been a great voice of reason and strength, as well as for 
human rights, particularly for those in Liberia. 

Last September, he chaired one of our hearings on Liberia, and I thought he did a 
masterful job, and I want to thank him for that leadership. Mr. Speaker, this is an 
important bipartisan bill. I urge its passage. Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to 
close. I yield myself the balance of my time. I again want to thank Mr. DONOVAN and 
Chairman ROYCE for their work on this effort. 

We want to ensure that the U.S. continues to enjoy its centurieslong relationship with 
Liberia. The measure puts the United States on record again, once again, encouraging 
Liberia in the right direction toward democratic stability and accountability. 

So I urge all Members to support this resolution, and I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may consume. Mr. 
Speaker, in closing, I thank my colleagues. I thank Representatives DAN DONOVAN and 
HANK JOHNSON for their work on this legislation, as well as CHRIS SMITH, ELIOT ENGEL, 
and KAREN BASS for their support. 

The U.S. stands by the Liberian people, those living in Liberia, and the diaspora in their 
continued efforts for a more prosperous and a more democratic Liberia. Reconciliation 
from the atrocities of the past is an important step in this process and will ensure peace, 
and it will ensure that the stability remains. 

The U.S. must continue to support civil society, rule of law, and good governance to 
strengthen democratic institutions. I urge my colleagues to support this important 
measure, and I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. Res. 1055, legislation 
affirming the United States’ strong relationship with Liberia. Liberia gives us hope that if 
we are willing to face truth of our past there can be hope for unity after devastating 
divisions. It takes courage to honestly face your history and find ways to move forward as 
a country. We must commit to supporting and encouraging this burgeoning democracy. It 
has been an honor to work with my colleague Rep. DONOVAN. I am encouraged by his 
commitment to this cause. I am pleased to stand before you today to voice my 
unwavering support for H. Res. 1055 and ask for yours as well. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the motion offered by the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) that the House suspend the rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1055. The question was taken; and (twothirds being in the affirmative) the rules 
were suspended and the resolution was agreed to. A motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table.

AFFIRMING STRONG UNITED STATES-LIBERIA TIES 
Starts from page 10
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s pressure mounts on the Government of Liberia to approve the establishment of war and 
economic crimes court for Liberia, group of Liberians peacefully protested in Monrovia on Monday, A13 November, calling on the United States government and the international community to rally around Liberians 

to ensure justice for war victims.
The New Dawn randomly asks some Liberians about the establishment of such court for the country. 

Amb Samuel James Kpartor

“I believe that there are more 
pressing issues out there than the 
establishment of a War and 
Economic Crimes Court in Liberia. 
I can recall that the People's 
Redemption Council of the late 
President Doe committed some 
very outrageous atrocities, but 
they took all our educated political 

players at the time and had them insert into the 
constitution a protective clause that exonerates them 
from Prosecution. I see this as a very sensitive issue, 
and I believe that Liberians should look at the cost-
benefit analysis. If we are establishing a war and 
economic crimes court, what becomes of the 
constitutional authority preventing people who 
committed atrocities from being prosecuted as well? 
The demonstration today doesn't demonstrate an 
overwhelming or populous support for the 
establishment of a War and Economic Crimes Court.”

 

Philip Kparsuah
“I don’t see why Liberians 

always running to US Embassy for 
justice? We should be asking 
ourselves, who Killed Tolbert? 
Who free Taylor? Who Did Prince 
Johnson call first during the day 
Samuel K. Doe was captured? Your 
leave America out of this and ask 
those warlords who we elected to 
parliament and make sure next 
elections to never vote any of 

them in public offices simple. Liberia is more peaceful 
now than ever before. Thanks President Weah. Now 
we are asking for war crimes court; during elections 
we voted them into power. If we say no to warlords 
getting public offices, then indeed, they will know we 
need real Justice.”

Jimmy Toe
“The funny thing is that we 

Liberians don't know this world 
crimes Court will help this 
country; I don’t have the time 
to explain to you the benefit 
but one thing I can stress is 
that any president who wants 
to succeed in his or her 
administration has to do away 
with the warlords. Anything 
other than that, you will not 
function very well. If it doesn't happen now, it will 
happen one day. This is the beginning of the cry and we 
will not give up.”

Gloria Johnson 
“What is wrong with us? I am 

not against it. I do not think 
that those calling for it to be 
established are doing it 
because they love Liberia. 
They are doing so for their own 
benefit. We believe in justice; 
nothing can stop us from 
reaching our goals. It is time to 
end impunity in Liberia. The 
can never be peace without 
justice; many people are 
homeless, fatherless and motherless due to these 
injustices.”

Prince Dahn Doegolia
“We know some of the guys are 

looking for job or looking for 
Money! But your lie. This 
government is up to development!  
All that noise your calling justice, 
when they bring back this same 
people, your will vote them again. 
The same people you’re behind for 
justice; they understand the TRC 
agreement. We Liberians do not 
want war crimes court established 
in Liberia. Look at the handful of 

people who protested! We are thinking development 
now!”
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Margibi leadership divided over commissioners
By Ramsey N. Singbeh, Jr. 

in Margibi 

Telecom coys to face House Committee
By Bridgett Milton

#Stop prioritizing foreign 
businesses over 

Liberian businesses!#

The lawmakers in question 
did not also include the 
outgoing commissioners who 
are yet to turn over their 
gavels of authority to the 
incoming commissioners 
during their district sittings.

The Chairman of the 
commissioner council William 
B. S. Julye took exception to 
the lawmakers’ decision, 
condemning the action.

He argues that it is wrong 
for lawmakers to go that route 
knowing very well that the 

commissioners-designate are 
yet to be confirmed by the 
Liberian Senate and they as 
out-going commissioners are 
still working and reporting to 
Superintendent Varnie.

T h e  C i n t a  To w n s h i p  
Commissioner explains that 
though the commissioners-
designate have not been 
confirmed, he and his team of 
commissioners are willing to 
hand over the mantle of 
authority once Superintendent 
Jerry Varnie organizes a formal 

forum.
Apart from that he says they 

will not sit and keep quiet as if 
they were cowards who did not 
know their role.

Meanwhile, Commissioner 
Julye says they remain 
peaceful and are willing to 
work with whoever is willing to 
work with them even after 
their formal exit.

President George Manneh 
W e a h  r e p l a c e d  a l l  
commissioners in Margibi 
following his ascendency. 

Julye thanks the president for 
the opportunity to serve under 
his administration.

Margibi County District#5 
Representative Clarence G. 
Gahr told reporters recently in 
Yarwulie, Borlorla Township, 
Electoral District Five, “I think 
this is Margibi; I think one of 
the counties that has this issue 
of former commissioners and 
commissioners-designate, If 
you watch the proclamation 
made by the president on 
January 22nd,   he dismissed 

s Margibi County 
Sitt ing kicks off Atoday, November 14, 

at the Kakata City Hall in the 
county, members of the 
Legislative Caucus have 
resolved not to work with 
commissioners of their various 
d i s t r i c t s ,  e x c e p t  
commissioners-designate, who 
are yet to be confirmed.

This has sparked serious 
disagreement within the 

leadership of the county with 
Senators Jim W. Tornola and 
Oscar A. Cooper going against 
Representatives Tibelrosa 
Tarponweh (District one), Ivar 
K. Jones (District Two), Ellen 
Attoh (District Three), Ben A. 
Fofana  (District Four) and 
Clarence G. Gahr (District 
Five), respectively.

Super intendent  Jerry  
Varnie is yet to indicate which 
side he supports, but many 
Margibians believe he stands 
with his lawmakers.

aggravating their situation by 
indirectly extracting money 
from the people in the midst of 
the poverty they are facing.

Citing LISGIS report, Rep. 
Jurry says 54.1% of the people 

all appointed positions so 
immediately they were 
dismissed of their positions 
and the administrative heads 
became acting. Definitely, 
they are no longer in office, so 
who do we work with? Working 

cannot meet their overall food 
and nonfood minimum needs; 
and that the unemployment 
rate is higher in the county.

Rep. Jurry complains that 
after subscribing their cents 
and dollars, Lonestar Cell GSM 
network outage continuously 
keeps fluctuating, sometimes 
for days.

According to him, this 
means that their monies are 
paid but they cannot get the 
requisite services, adding that 
it has been happening for 
months.

Rep. Jurry says he believes 
that this is tantamount to 
larceny, exploitation and 
extortion of money without 
giving services. 

He laments that the worst 
thing is that Lonestar GSM 
never gives any reason for such 
network fluctuation, neither 
does it restore the credits 
w h e n  i t s  n e t w o r k  i s  
temporarily restored.--Edited 
by Winston W. Parley

with those that are being 
appointed and waiting for 
confirmation.” -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

elecommunication 
c o m p a n i e s  h e r e  Tincluding Lonestar 

Cell MTN and Orange Liberia 
are expected to appear before 
t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
Telecommunications at the 
House of Representatives to 
give reasons for poor network 
in Harper, Maryland County.

The House’s invitation of 
the companies follows a 
communication to Plenary by 
Maryland County District #1 
Rep. Mike Jurry.

Lawmakers are keen on 
finding answers for the 
repetitive, persistent and 
perennial outage of network 
coverage in Harper, Maryland 
County, southeast Liberia.

Rep. Jurry informs Plenary 
of the bad network by Lonestar 
Cell GSM.

According to him, a recent 

survey by the Liberia Institute 
of Statistics and Geo-Services 
(LIGIS) classified the people of 

Harper District of Maryland 
County as very poor, accusing 
Lonestar GSM of allegedly 

More headline news   More headline news
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Sen. Oscar A. Cooper and Supt. Jerry Varnie



the 202 peacekeepers that lost 
their lives to bring peace and 
to bring stability to the 
region.” 

Outgoing Rep. DONOVAN 
notes that his constituents 
have directly told him how 
important it is to them that 
L i be r i a  e s tab l i s he s  an  
extraordinary war crimes 
tribunal and that at this very 
moment, people who have 
committed unspeakable war 
crimes hold positions in the 
Liberian Government. 

“Although it has been 
decades since these atrocities 
have occurred, wounds cannot 
be healed without justice for 
victims. Moreover, this lack of 
accountability is leading 
Liberia into a slow creep 
backwards towards the 
murderous mayhem of its civil 
war days”, he emphasizes. 

The passage of Resolution 
1055 by the U.S. House of 
Representatives is the first 
major step by the United 
States to stamp out impunity 
here amidst pessimism among 
some Liberians, including ex-
w a r l o r d s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  
government that war crimes 
tribunal for Liberia is a far-
fetched reality with increasing 
threats of returning to the 
bushes. -Story by Jonathan 
Browne

Taylor, adding, “And I would 
like to thank our staff director, 
Tom Sheehy, for his help in this 
regard.” 

“Today, Charles Taylor 
remains behind bars. In 2003, 
the Government of Liberia, 
rebel groups, and political 
p a r t i e s  s i g n e d  a  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p e a c e  
agreement.” 

He reminded that a Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission 
w a s  c r e a t e d ,  w h i c h  
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e  
establishment of a war crimes 
tribunal to ensure justice for 
the people of Liberia. 

“This would be along the 
same lines of what we had 
worked to effectively establish 
for the people of Sierra Leone 
in terms of their special court. 
Unfortunately, however, this 
war crimes tribunal for Liberia 
has never been established, 
although Liberian Government 
figures and Liberian activists 
alike have continued to call for 
one”, Royce adds. 

He says this resolution 
repeats this important call, 
which has enabled them to 
turn the page on this horrific 
chapter in Liberia’s history. “In 
March, the U.N. peacekeeping 
mission there officially ended. 
It is not often we get to 
celebrate the successful end of 
a mission, and we remember 
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#Stop prioritizing foreign businesses 
over Liberian businesses!#

House passes Public Financial 
Management Act of 2009

By Bridgett Milton

More headline news   More headline news

conducted a vigorous and 
thorough scrutiny of the draft 
legislation consistent with rule 
52.4 of the

H o u s e ’ s  r u l e s  a n d  
procedures through public 
hearing and consultations

a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
framework analysis by the 
Ministry of Finance

and Development Planning.
A t  t h o s e  h e a r i n g  

full implementation of the 
recommendations of the Truth 
a n d  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
Commission, including the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  
Ex t r ao rd i na r y  C r im ina l  
Tribunal.

It supports efforts by the 
Department of State and 
United States Agency for 
International Development to 
advance Liberian efforts 
toward national reconciliation 
through continued support for 
the rule of law, effective 
governance, and the robust 
role of civil society. 

Speaking on the floor, 
Congressman Ed Royce of 
California expressed strong 
support for Resolution 1055, 
t h a n k s  Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  
DONOVAN and Representative 
JOHNSON for their work on the 
resolution. 

He notes that during his 
time as chairman of the Africa 
Subcommittee, hearings were 

test imonies,  v iews and 
concerns were gathered from 
the Ministry of Finance and 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n n i n g  
supported by public financial 
experts and past experienced 
comptrollers and officials of 
government.

After these consultations 
and public hearings, the 
committee notes

that the bill, when enacted, 
will make more pronounced 
the effectiveness

and efficiency of the public 
financial management system 
here.

It also states it will 
s t r e n g t h e n  l e g i s l a t i v e  
oversight on all sectors of the 
government, including the 
Central Bank of Liberia, and 
provide a strong and effective 
internal control of the 
g o v e r n m e n t  b u d g e t  
preparation, execution and 
accounting processes, in which 
the office of the comptroller 
and accountant general would 
have direct control over all 
comptrollers and accountants 
in line ministries and agencies, 
among others. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

held and legislation pushed to 
bring attention to the brutal 
civil war in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone that killed 200,000 
people and displaced more 
than 1 million, one of whom 
was also an orphan, who 
eventually worked in his office 
in Congress. 

Congressman Royce: We 
heard testimony, for example, 
also, from a young girl no more 
than 10 years old who 
recounted the atrocities she, 
herself, endured during the 
war, a gruesome illustration of 
the horrific and lasting impact 
this conflict had on the people 
of Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

He says the Africa, Global 
Health, Global Human Rights, 
a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Organizations Subcommittee 
worked across party lines and 
alongside the international 
community and alongside the 
people of Liberia and Sierra 
Leone to apprehend Charles 

h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives has Tpassed the Public 

Financial
Management Act of 2009 

and forwards same to the 
Senate for concurrence.

According to report from 
the House’s committee on 
Ways, Means Finance, as per 
the mandate of plenary, they 

he United States 
H o u s e  o f  TRepresentatives has 

ove rwhe lm ing l y  pa s sed  
Resolution 1055, affirming 
strong United States-Liberia 
t i e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  
democratic principles, and 
calling for full implementation 
of the Truth and Reconciliation 
C o m m i s s i o n  
recommendations, including 
the establishment of an 
Ex t r ao rd i na r y  C r im ina l  
Tribunal for Liberia. 

According to records of 
proceedings and debates of 
the 115th Congress, Second 
Session held Tuesday, 13 
November in Washington, 
D.C., the resolution as read by 
the Clerk, the U.S. House of 
C o n g r e s s  u p h o l d s  i t s  
commitment to maintain and 
f o s t e r  t h e  e n d u r i n g  
relationship between the 
people and the Governments 
of the United States and 
Liberia. 

Reso lut ion  1055  was  
introduced by outgoing 
Republican Lawmaker DAN 
DONOVAN of New York’s Staten 
Island, which one of the 
highest Liberian inhabitants in 
America and co-sponsored by 
HANK JOHNSON.

It urges the Government 
and people of Liberia to 
support  the  t ruth  and 
reconciliation process through 
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Nimba Public Defender detests 
jurors’ selection process

By Thomas Domah/Nimba

imba County Public 
Defender expresses Ndisappointment over 

jurors’ selection process in the 
county.

Cllr. Robertson P. Mahn 
laments that those involved 
with jurors management are 
bringing onboard students, 
who are making the work 
difficult.

Speaking Tuesday, 13 
November during the opening 
of the November term of Court 
in Sanniquellie, Nimba County, 
he says most of the jurors are 
students, who are yet to 
understand their roles in court 
and how to bring judgment.

Counselor Mahn notes that 
students lack the ability to 
follow the law in determining 
who is saying the truth, which 
will enable them to give ruling 
in cases.

He stresses the need to 
follow the law by inviting 

appropriate agencies to 
appear so that they can be able 
to render sound judgment in 
court.

For his part, the Presiding 
Judge of the 8th Judicial 
Circuit Court in Sanniquellie, 
calls on magistrates in the 
county to act in ways that will 
give confidence to those 
seeking justice.

Judge Yarmie Qua-qua 
Gbeisaye specifically calls on 
law enforcement officers to 
behave in ways that will create 
confidence in the justice 
system.

 He says magistrates should 
not only depend on court 
o p e r a t i o n s  t o  s u s t a i n  
themselves, but get involved 
in agriculture and other 
productive ventures that will 
enable them to feed their 
family. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

U.S. House approves War Crimes Tribunal 



s’attribuer des règles de 
procédure de destitution.

L a  c h a m b r e  d e s  
représentants ne disposait 
d’aucune règle en matière de 
destitution comme l'exige 
l'article 43 de la Constitution. 
Elle a pourtant rédigé, 
adopté et soumis au Sénat un 
projet  de lo i  portant  
destitution du juge Ja'neh 
suite à une plainte déposée 
par les représentants Moses 
Acarus Gray et Thomas Fallah 
du parti au pouvoir.

L’action de la Chambre a 
amené le Sénat à modifier 
l’article 63 de son règlement, 
ce qui lui permet de procéder 
au procès en destitution. Mais 
les sénateurs en colère 
dénoncent le fait que le 
sénat, par la modification de 
l’article 63, s’arroge le 
pouvoir de prescrire la 
procédure de destitution à 
l’exclusion de la Chambre des 
représentants.

« Les pétit ionnaires 
déclarent que l'action du 
Sénat et son produit, à savoir 
le règlement modifié qui lui 
donne le pouvoir de procéder 
à la destitution, sont 
inconstitutionnels et prient 
cette honorable Cour de les 
déclarer ainsi », ont dit les 
pétitionnaires représentés 
par Me Tiawan Gongloe et 
d'autres avocats.

Ces sénateurs estiment en 
o u t r e  q u e  
l’inconstitutionnalité de la 
modification du règlement du 
Sénat est irréversible même 
avec l'assentiment de la 
Chambre des représentants.

Une partie de leurs 
arguments  est  que la  
Chambre des représentants 
ne peut non plus rédiger, 
approuver ou modifier les 
règles de conduite des 
activités du Sénat, car il 
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Procédure de destitution du 
juge Ja’neh : le Sénat divisé 

Des jeunes leaders ivoiriens formés à la prévention 
des conflits et à la gestion de la rumeur

NEW DAWN

es membre du sénat 
libérien sont plus que Ljamais divisés sur la 

procédure qui vise à destituer 
le juge associé de la cour 
suprême Kabineh M. Ja’neh. 
Certains d’entre eux ont 
déposé un recours auprès de 
la Cour suprême pour obtenir 
une  suspens ion  de  la  
procédure de destitution. Ces 
derniers reprochent à leurs 
homologues d’avoir procédé 
de manière illégale dans la 
gestion de ce dossier. 

Ces sénateurs en colère 
v e u l e n t  q u e  l a  C o u r  
s u p é r i e u r e  d é c l a r e  
i n con s t i t u t i onne l l e  l a  
modification par la majorité 
des sénateurs de l’article 63 
du Règlement intérieur du 
Sénat, s’arrogeant ainsi le 
pouvoir de destituer le juge 
Ja’neh.

« Les pétitionnaires prient 
l'honorable Cour d’ordonner 
les défendeurs de surseoir à 
leur procédure dans ce 
dossier qui a donné lieu cette 
pétition. Veuillez accorder la 
requête des requérants en 
déclarant inconstitutionnelle 

s ’ ag i t  d ’une  i n s tance  
distincte de la Législature.

Ils préviennent également 
que toute tentative de la part 
du Sénat de solliciter le 
soutien de la Chambre des 
représentants rendra aussi 
i n con s t i t u t i onne l l e  l a  
réponse de celle-ci, fût-elle 
affirmative. La Constitution, 
selon eux, interdit de 
soumettre tout citoyen ou 
résident à une loi qui n’était 
pas en vigueur au moment des 
faits reprochés à la personne 
mise en cause. Ils ont cité 
l’article 21 de la constitution 
p o u r  s o u t e n i r  l e u r  
argumentaire.

« Par conséquent, les 
pétitionnaires affirment que 
la modification du Règlement 
du Sénat prévoyant la 
destitution du juge Ja’neh est 
inconstitutionnelle. Les 
pétitionnaires prient donc 
cette cour de la déclarer ainsi 
», ont-ils ajouté.

Selon les pétitionnaires, le 
s e u l  o b j e c t i f  d e  l a  
modification de l'article 63 du 
règlement du Sénat libérien 
é t a i t  d ' a d o p t e r  u n e  
procédure lui permettant 
d’organiser un procès en 
destitution du juge Ja'neh, 
car le sénat ne disposait 
d’aucune procédure avant 
l’affaire Ja'neh initiée par la 
Chambre des représentants.

Les pétitionnaires en 
concluent qu'ils sont prêts à 
co l l abo re r  avec  l eu r s  
collègues et les membres de 
la Chambre des représentants 
pour définir les règles 
régissant la procédure de 
destitution de tous les agents 
publics, pourvu que l'action 
du Sénat soit conforme à la 
Constitution.

A noter que la Chambre des 
représentants avait défié 
l’ordonnance de suspension 
émise par la Cour suprême 
suite à une requête en 
interdiction déposée par le 
juge Ja’neh contre sa 
destitution et refusé de 
comparaître devant celle-ci.

En outre, le pouvoir 
exécutif a signé de manière 
spectaculaire son entrée dans 
la bataille juridique par la 
voix du ministère de la 
Ju s t i ce  e t  déc idé  de  
combattre aux côtés du 
pouvoir législatif afin de 
veiller à ce que le juge Ja’neh 
soit destitué, pourtant, la 
Cour suprême lui avait 
simplement demandé de 
plaider aux côtés de la loi 
dans ce dossier. 

la modification de l’article 
63… », ont déclaré les 
sénateurs dans la requête 
qu’ils ont déposée devant la 
Cour suprême le 9 novembre 
2018.

Les sénateurs Comany B. 
Wesseh, Daniel Naathen, 
Milton Teahjay et Oscar 
Cooper contestent ainsi 
devant la Cour suprême 
l 'act ion des 19 autres  
sénateurs. L’article 63 du 

Règlement du Sénat, ainsi 
modifié, vise simplement à 
faciliter la procédure de 
destitution du juge Ja'neh.

Mais les quatre sénateurs 
qui ont déposé le recours 
auprès de la cour suprême 
estiment que le sénat, dans sa 
majorité, a agi en violation du 
mandat clairement défini à 
l’article 43 de la Constitution 
du Libéria concernant le 
pouvoir du législatif de 

FrançaisFrançais

En prélude à célébration de 
la Journée nationale de la 
paix, une soixantaine de 
jeunes leaders ivoiriens ont 
été formés, mardi à Dabou (50 
km à l’Ouest d’Abidjan) à la 
prévention des conflits et à la 
gestion de la rumeur.Cette 
formation initiée par le 
Ministère de la solidarité, de la 
cohésion sociale et de la lutte 
contre la pauvreté s’inscrit 

dans le cadre de la 22ème 
édition de la Journée nationale 
de la paix (JNP) qui sera 
célébrée le jeudi 15 Novembre 
à Dabou autour du thème, «La 
paix, pour un développement 
harmonieux et durable de la 
Côte d’Ivoire », rapporte une 
note d’information transmise à 
APA.

Selon Michel Séka, Directeur 

de la solidarité et de la 
cohésion sociale, cet atelier de 
formation vise à outiller les 
leaders d’association de 
j e u n e s s e  a f i n  q u ’ i l s  
s’approprient les mécanismes 
de gestion des conflits et des 
rumeurs pour leur pleine 
participation à la consolidation 
de la paix et au renforcement 
de la cohésion sociale. 

« Les jeunes ont longtemps 
été des instruments de 
violence, d’où cette formation 
pour faire d’eux des acteurs de 
paix et de développement (… 
», a-t-il expliqué.

« Depuis, 2013, Dabou n’a 
plus connu de conflits majeurs. 
C e  c h a n g e m e n t  d e  
comportement signifie que la 
jeunesse de Dabou a compris 
qu’elle doit s’entendre et 
parler d’une même voix », a 
renchéri Cheick Diawara, le 
président de la jeunesse de « 
Ancien Dabou Mosquée ».

« Nous jeunes de Dabou 
avons été confrontés à certains 
conflits qui ont failli nous 
diviser. On a compris que si 
nous ne faisions pas attention, 
Dabou se serait embrasé… », a-
t-il poursuivi, soulignant que .

Sen. Conmany WessehSen. Conmany WessehPro-Tempore Albert ChiePro-Tempore Albert Chie

    THURSDAY         NOVEMBER  15



NEW DAWNwww.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    9

CommentaireCommentaireCommentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018. www.project-syndicate.org 

ONDRES – Le jour du Brexit, le 29 mars 2019, le 
vaisseau boucanier de Sa Majesté, Britannia, Lhissera les voiles en quête des richesses de l’« 

Anglosphère ». Malheureusement, un contretemps 
fâcheux risque de l’en empêcher : on a oublié de lever 
l’ancre, restée fermement engagée en Irlande.

Cela n’a rien de surprenant. De tous les responsables 
politiques conservateurs eurosceptiques que je 
connais, aucun n’a jamais fait mention de l’Irlande du 
Nord, sans même parler du pays souverain au sud des 
neuf comtés de l’Ulster. Seule importe aux yeux des 
Brexiters la reconquête de la souveraineté 
parlementaire et l’émancipation du « super-État » 
supranational de Bruxelles.

Ces singulières œillères pourraient ne traduire que 
l’ignorance. Même une ancienne Remainer comme 
Karen Bradley, l’actuelle secrétaire d’État chargée de 
l’Irlande du Nord, confessait récemment : « […] 
Lorsque j’ai pris mes fonctions, il y avait certaines 
questions, profondément ancrées et enracinées en 
Irlande du Nord, que je ne comprenais pas. » En 
d’autres termes, elle n’avait montré, jusqu’à une date 
récente, aucune curiosité pour l’un des aspects 
majeurs de l’histoire britannique des XIXe et XXe 
siècles.

Les responsables politiques conservateurs qui se 
trouvent dans la même position feraient bien de se 
souvenir que les conflits autour de la « question 
irlandaise » se sont traduits par plus de 3 600 morts 
violentes. Ils pourraient aussi méditer sur l’héritage 
des Premiers ministres conservateurs successifs qui, 
d’Edward Heath à Margaret Thatcher et à John Major 
ont tenté sans succès de résoudre cette question avant 
que l’accord du Vendredi saint, en 1998, n’y mette un 
terme.

Outre le désarmement des parties, l’accord a réuni 
deux communautés hostiles en permettant, sous 
l’égide de l’union douanière européenne, la fluidité 
des échanges entre l’Irlande du Nord et la République 
d’Irlande. Les 55,8 % de bulletins nord-irlandais 
favorables au « Remain » traduisirent en partie cette 
étonnante réussite.

Quiconque doué d’une once de prévoyance aurait dû 
savoir que le statut de l’Irlande du Nord serait devenu 
ce dilemme persistant au centre des négociations du 
Brexit. À la vérité, le problème est tellement 
inextricable qu’il se trouve des Brexiters amateurs de 
théories de la conspiration pour suspecter les 
négociateurs de l’UE de s’en servir afin de retarder le 
glorieux appareillage du boucanier Britannia ou même 
de lui barrer la route.

Ironie du sort, beaucoup croient aussi dans l’UE qu’une 
machination est à l’œuvre. L’Union a depuis longtemps 
prévenu qu’un divorce légalement contraignant devait 
avoir été conclu avant toute discussion sur l’avenir de 
ses relations avec le Royaume-Uni. Mais la Grande-
Bretagne est aujourd’hui suspectée d’exploiter la 
question irlandaise pour introduire dans l’accord 
officiel de sortie une « déclaration politique » 
détaillée concernant ces futures relations.    

Le principal problème est celui dit du « filet de sécurité 
(backstop) irlandais », qui éviterait de rétablir une 
frontière entre l’Irlande du Nord et la République 
d’Irlande en l’absence d’un accord plus large sur 
l’avenir des relations euro-britanniques. En décembre 
2017, toutes les parties reconnaissaient qu’un tel filet 
de sécurité était nécessaire pour préserver la paix 
scellée par l’accord du Vendredi saint. Mais un 
différend subsistait sur la traduction de ce filet de 
sécurité en termes légalement contraignants. Faute 
d’accord, « le territoire d’Irlande du Nord ferait partie 
de l’union douanière européenne. »

De son côté le gouvernement britannique affirmait 
qu’il pouvait résoudre la question de la frontière en 
s’alignant sur les normes douanières de l’UE et en 
appliquant des technologies de contrôle qui restent 

encore à inventer – par magie, en somme. Or le 
gouvernement irlandais exigeait que les modalités du 
filet de sécurité soient définies en détail et inscrites dans 
le traité de retrait légalement contraignant.

Mais cet accord préliminaire posa immédiatement un 
problème à May, dont la majorité à la Chambre des 
communes repose sur les dix députés du Parti unioniste 
démocrate d’Irlande du Nord. Et comme son propre parti 
ainsi que son cabinet sont divisés sur le type de Brexit 
qu’ils souhaitent, la République d’Irlande et le reste de 
l’UE se retrouvent en position de spectateur devant un 
acte colossal d’automutilation. Si la province de l’Ulster 
devait demeurer dans l’union douanière européenne et 
dans son orbite réglementaire, il faudrait instaurer une 
frontière en mer d’Irlande. Cela compromettrait non 
seulement le fonctionnement du marché intérieur 
britannique, mais aussi l’intégrité constitutionnelle du 
Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne et d’Irlande du Nord.

Pire, ce langage ambigu invitait à une riposte, sur le 
mode du « nous aussi », des nationalistes écossais, qui 
affirmèrent à bon droit que si un cadre spécial devait être 
institué pour une Irlande du Nord ayant majoritairement 
voté en faveur du « Remain », alors les Écossais, s’étant 
eux aussi prononcés pour le maintien, devaient se voir 
proposer le même type de compromis. Faute de quoi ils 
exigeraient la réédition du référendum sur 
l’indépendance tenu en 2014. À la différence que cette 
fois les nationalistes écossais n’auraient plus guère à se 
préoccuper de l’argument unioniste selon lequel 
l’indépendance impliquerait de facto un retrait de l’UE.

L’UE a rejeté l’offre faite par les Britanniques d’un 
maintien temporaire dans l’union douanière après le 
Brexit, car celui-ci permettrait au Royaume-Uni de 
profiter des avantages de la zone de libre-échange sans 
être contraint d’autoriser la libre circulation des citoyens 
européens. À cette occasion, les Britanniques furent à 
nouveau soupçonnés par l’UE d’utiliser l’Irlande du Nord 
comme un cheval de Troie afin obtenir des concessions, 
tandis que le Brexiters accusaient May de capituler face 
aux tentatives d’extorsion des gangsters de Bruxelles. Le 
« ministre du Brexit » de May, David Davis, démissionna 
immédiatement, bientôt suivi par celui des Affaires 
étrangères, Boris Johnson, qui prit la porte dans la foulée 
(soucieux de faire une pause afin d’examiner ses propres 
chances de remplacer May). 

Les négociateurs ont ensuite exploré l’idée surréaliste 
d’un « filet de sécurité du filet de sécurité » dans 
l’hypothèse où le premier filet de sécurité se trouverait « 
limité dans le temps » et non pas garanti « tout-temps », 
pour reprendre leur mortel jargon. L’accent est mis 
désormais sur un maintien hypothétique de tout le 
Royaume-Uni dans l’union douanière, sous réserve qu’« 
un jour » il puisse s’en échapper. Mais la principale 
difficulté demeure : dans leur grande majorité, les 
Brexiters anglais ne se sont pas souciés de la question 
irlandaise, ni même de la probabilité que l’éjection de 
l’UE ramène le Royaume-Uni au Moyen Âge. Nombre 
d’entre eux préféreraient perdre l’Irlande du Nord et 
l’Écosse plutôt que de renoncer au Brexit.

Ils se sont plutôt montrés préoccupés de bâtir des 
châteaux en Espagne, un monde imaginaire de 
possibilités illimitées, accroché à la mythologie 
nationale, où figurent sir Francis Drake, sir Walter 
Raleigh, le Raj britannique et l’« isolement héroïque » de 
1940. Psychologiquement, certains semblent en train de 
revivre une guerre imaginaire avec nos plus proches 
voisins et partenaires commerciaux.

Les gens sensés vivent pour la plupart dans le présent. Et 
où qu’on regarde, des guerres commerciales de Trump à 
la Russie et à la Moldavie jurant de s’opposer à 
l’admission de la Grande-Bretagne d’après le Brexit au 
sein de l’Organisation mondiale du commerce, la réalité 
pulvérise inéluctablement le fantasme de l’importance 
anglaise qu’entretiennent les Brexiters.

FrançaisFrançais

7,1 milliards de dollars 
l i b é r i e n s  s o n t  1a c t u e l l e m e n t  e n  

circulation dans le pays, a 
indiqué le ministre libérien des 
Finances et de la Planification 
du développement, après avoir 
nié la disparition présumée des 
16 milliards de dollars libériens 
de la Banque Centrale du 
Libéria.

Comparu au Capitole 
devant la plénière du Sénat 
libérien le mardi 13 novembre, 
le ministre Tweah a révélé 
q u ’ a c t u e l l e m e n t ,  1 7 , 1  
milliards de dollars libériens 
sont en circulation sur toute 
l ’étendue du terr i to i re  
national et que la Banque 
centrale du Libéria, en 
consultation avec l’Équipe de 
gest ion  économique du 
gouvernement chargée de 
contrôler la monnaie locale par 
rapport au dollar américain, 
est en train d’éponger le reste 
de l’argent.

Selon lui, l’essentiel de la 
s t r a t é g i e  d e  r e l a n c e  
économique consiste à réduire 
l’afflux et l’excédent de la 
monnaie locale sur le marché, 

car cet afflux contribuait 
largement à la dépréciation de 
l a  m o n n a i e  l o c a l e  e t  
exacerbait naturellement la 
montée en flèche du taux de 
change entre le dollar libérien 
et le dollar américain.

Lorsque le sénateur Oscar 
Cooper du comté de Margibi a 
d e m a n d é  a u  m i n i s t r e  
d'indiquer clairement quelle 
part du dollar libérien se 
trouve sur le marché, il a 
déclaré que « le gouvernement 
lutte pour contrôler le dollar 
libérien par rapport au dollar 
américain, mais les vendeurs 
dictent le taux de change ».

Le sénateur Jonathan 
Kaipay du comté de Grand 
Bassa s’est étonné donc 
p o u r q u o i  l e s  b a n q u e s  
commerciales refusent de 
remettre d’énormes sommes 
de dollars libériens à leurs 
clients sous prétexte qu’il y a 
une pénurie de la monnaie 
locale dans le pays.

Mais le ministre Tweah a 
intelligemment esquivé la 
question et affirmé que le 
gouvernement a utilisé 15 
millions de dollars américains 
sur les 25 millions annoncés par 

le président George Manneh 
Weah pour éponger l’excès de 
liquidité de la monnaie locale.

Ce n’est pas la première fois 
que le ministre des finances 
comparait devant le sénat sur 
la même question. Lors de sa 
première comparution il y a 
plus d’une semaine, le ministre 
Samuel Tweah a été chassé de 
la salle d’audience après avoir 
confondu les sénateurs avec 
des graphiques compliqués 
relatifs à la santé économique 
et financière du pays.

Le mardi 7 novembre 
dernier, les sénateurs ont 
rejeté le rapport de trois pages 
que l 'équipe de gestion 
économique  l eu r  ava i t  
présenté. Le rapport portait 
sur l’état de l’économie, la 
question de la disparition 
présumée des 16 milliards de 
dollars libériens et l'injection 
des 25 millions de dollars 
américains dans l'économie 
pour soi-disant renforcer le 
dollar libérien.

Les législateurs en colère 
ont dénoncé un manque 
d'explications détaillées dans 
le rapport. Ils se sont dits 

incapables d’interpréter les 
graphiques compliqués et de 
les expliquer aux électeurs qui 
les ont élus.

L’ équ i pe  de  ge s t i on  
économique avait ainsi été 
chassée et demandée de se 
préparer conséquemment afin 
de réapparaître mardi dernier. 

Mais le Gouverneur exécutif 
de la Banque centrale du 
Libéria, M. Nathaniel Patray, 
ne s’est pas présenté mardi 
dernier. Il ne s’est pas non plus 
fait représenter, ce qui a 
compliqué la présentation 
pour l’ensemble de l’équipe.

A noter que le ministre 
Tweah et le gouverneur 
exécutif Patray ont indiqué 
tous deux qu'aucune somme 
d’argent n’a disparu. Selon 
eux, une partie de la somme 
imprimée et importée dans le 
pays se trouve dans les coffres 
forts de la banque centrale et 
l’autre partie en circulation.

Des enquêtes visant à 
déterminer si oui ou non de 
l’argent a disparu sont 
actuellement en cours.
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Le Brexit et la question irlandaise

By Michael Burleigh

« Il y a 17,1 milliards LRD en 
circulation » (ministre des finances)
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(2) urges the Government and people of Liberia to 
support the truth and reconciliation process through full 
implementation of the recommendations of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, including the establishment 
of an Extraordinary Criminal Tribunal; and (3) supports 
efforts by the Department of State and United States 
Agency for International Development to advance 
Liberian efforts toward national reconciliation through 
continued support for the rule of law, effective 
governance, and the robust role of civil society. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. ROYCE) and the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) each will control 20 
minutes. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California. GENERAL LEAVE Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend their remarks and to 
include any extraneous material in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from California? There was no 
objection. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Res. 1055, which affirms the strong ties between the 
United States and Liberia and calls for full 
implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission recommendations. 

I want to thank Representative DONOVAN and 
Representative JOHNSON for their work on this 
resolution. During my time as chairman of the Africa 
Subcommittee, we held hearings and we pressed 
legislation to bring attention to the brutal civil war in 
Liberia and Sierra Leone that killed 200,000 people and 
that displaced more than 1 million, one of whom was also 
an orphan, orphaned by this conflict, and he worked in my 
own office here in Congress. 

We heard testimony, for example, also, from a young girl 
no more than 10 years old who recounted the atrocities 
she, herself, endured during the war, a gruesome 
illustration of the horrific and lasting impact this conflict 
had on the people of Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

The Africa, Global Health, Global Human Rights, and 
International Organizations Subcommittee worked across 
party lines and alongside the international community 
and alongside the people of Liberia and Sierra Leone to 
apprehend the notorious warlord Charles Taylor, and I 
would like to thank our staff director, Tom Sheehy, for his 
help in this regard. 

Today, Charles Taylor remains behind bars. In 2003, the 
Government of Liberia, rebel groups, and political parties 
signed a comprehensive peace agreement. 

A Truth and Reconciliation Commission was created, 
which recommended the establishment of a war crimes 
tribunal to ensure justice for the people of Liberia. 

This would be along the same lines of what we had worked 
to effectively establish for the people of Sierra Leone in 
terms of their special court. Unfortunately, however, this 
war crimes tribunal for Liberia has never been 
established, although Liberian Government figures and 
Liberian activists alike have continued to call for one. 

This resolution repeats this important call. We have 
turned the page on this horrific chapter in Liberia’s 
history. In March, the U.N. peacekeeping mission there 
officially ended. It is not often we get to celebrate the 
successful end of a mission, and we remember the 202 
peacekeepers that lost their lives to bring peace and to 
bring stability to the region. 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was democratically 
elected in 2005 and reelected in 2011 before stepping 
down from power. Last year, the country experienced its 
first democratic transition of power since November of 
1944. 

This further strengthened democratic institutions, and it 
set an important precedent for future leaders. Much more 
needs to be done to crack down on corruption and create 

a more conducive environment for trade and economic 
investment. The government must ensure the policies are 
in place to encourage business to invest and grow and 
create jobs, but this resolution affirms the U.S. 
commitment to continue to partner with Liberia to 
support civil society, rule of law, and good governance. 
We stand by the Liberian people in their continued efforts 
for a more prosperous and a more democratic Liberia. 

The United States and Liberia share close historical, 
political, and economic ties over the course of our nearly 
200-year relationship. The United States is home to 
80,000 people of Liberian ancestry. This resolution 
commends this diaspora population, which has been 
instrumental in America’s efforts to build a peaceful, 
democratic, and prosperous Liberia. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance of my time. Mr. 
ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume, and I rise in support of this measure. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Representative DONOVAN for his work on 
this resolution which reaffirms America’s relationship 
with Liberia and calls for the Government of Liberia to 
hold accountable those who carried out mass violence 
and atrocities during the country’s civil war in the 1990s. 

That war resulted in the deaths of over 200,000 people 
and was marked by gross human rights violations. In the 
wake of this conflict, the Liberian Government started 
working to investigate the horrific crimes committed 
during the war. 

In 2005, a Truth and Reconciliation Commission put 
forward recommendations to follow through on those 
efforts. But now, 10 years later, the Government of 
Liberia still hasn’t fully implemented those 
recommendations. Liberia, as the chairman pointed out, 
and the United States share close historical, political, and 
economic ties. 

We in the United States are committed to helping Liberia 
prosper as a stable democracy. The 2017 elections were 
an important turning point. This was the country’s first 
peaceful democratic transition of power since 1944. 

Today’s measure rightly congratulates Liberia for this 
achievement. For Liberia to fully move forward, it must 
deal with its past. So this resolution urges Liberia to 
implement the recommendations from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. 

There must be justice and accountability for the 
atrocities committed during Liberia’s Civil War. Mr. 
Speaker, the resolution before us today is a very 
important step to continue our strong relationship with 
Liberia, and I am happy to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of my time. Mr. ROYCE 
of California. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
reclaim the time I previously yielded back. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from California? VerDate Sep 11 
2014 04:01 Nov 14, 2018 
with HOUSE November 13, 2018 CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD— 

HOUSE H9493 There was no objection. Mr. ROYCE of 
California. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. DONOVAN), an esteemed Member 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the author of 
the resolution. 

b 1730 Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H. Res. 1055, to affirm strong United States-Liberian 
ties and support for democratic principles, and call for 
full implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission recommendations, including the 
establishment of an Extraordinary Criminal Tribunal for 
Liberia. My district, Staten Island and South Brooklyn, is 
home to thousands of Liberians who have fled the 
turbulence of civil war. 

My constituents have directly told me how important it is 
to them that Liberia establish an extraordinary war 
crimes tribunal. At this very moment, people who have 
committed unspeakable war crimes hold positions in the 

r. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the resolution (H. MRes. 1055) to affirm strong United States-Liberia 

ties and support for democratic principles, and call for 
full implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission recommendations, including the 
establishment of an Extraordinary Criminal Tribunal for 
Liberia. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolution. The text of the 
resolution is as follows: 

H. RES. 1055 Whereas today the United States is home to 
an estimated 80,000 people of Liberian ancestry in 
vibrant communities across the country, who have been 
instrumental in America’s efforts to build a peaceful, 
democratic, and prosperous Liberia; Whereas Liberia and 
the United States share close historical, political, and 
economic ties over the course of a nearly 200- year 
relationship; 

Whereas the people and Government of the United States 
have a deep interest in Liberia’s democratic stability and 
postconflict development; 

Whereas the civil war from 1991 to 2002 resulted in the 
death of over 200,000 people in Sierra Leone and Liberia, 
the displacement of over 1,000,000 persons, and the 
horrific cases of amputations, mass rape, and human 
rights abuses conducted under the leadership of Charles 
Taylor; 

Whereas Charles Taylor was convicted through the Special 
Court for Sierra Leone for 11 different charges of war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, such as rape, sexual 
abuse, and slavery, and violation of international law, 
including the use of child soldiers; 

Whereas a comprehensive peace agreement was signed 
by the Government of Liberia, rebel groups, and political 
parties in 2003;

 Whereas the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, as 
established under the 2003 comprehensive peace 
agreement, was formally created in 2005 with a mandate 
‘‘to promote national peace, security, unity and 
reconciliation by investigating gross human rights 
violations and violations of humanitarian law, sexual 
violations, and economic crimes that occurred between 
January 1979 and October 2003’’; 

Whereas the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
released a report in December 2008 recommending the 
establishment of an Extraordinary Criminal Tribunal for 
Liberia and listed individuals, corporations, and 
institutions recommended for further investigation and 
prosecution, among other recommendations; Whereas 
the Government of Liberia has not fully implemented the 
recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Agreement to date, including the establishment of an 
Extraordinary Criminal Tribunal; 

Whereas Liberia experienced its first democratic and 
peaceful transition of power since 1944 after President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf respected constitutional term limits 
and George Weah defeated Vice President Joseph Boakai 
following a runoff during the 2017 Presidential elections; 

Whereas the United States congratulated the people of 
Liberia on the successful conclusion of the Presidential 
runoff election and recognized the important role 
Liberia’s Supreme Court, political parties, security 
forces, and civil society organizations played in holding a 
peaceful and transparent contest; and Whereas the 
United States Government and American citizens have 
invested in Liberia to rebuild and support democratic 
institutions, postconflict recovery, economic growth, 
improved access to education and health care, 
professionalization of the country’s military and civilian 
security forces, and efforts to foster accountability and 
transparency of government institutions: 

Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the House of 
Representatives— (1) upholds its commitment to 
maintain and foster the enduring relationship between 
the people and the Governments of the United States and 
Liberia; 

AFFIRMING STRONG UNITED STATES-LIBERIA TIES 
AND SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES
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Weeks said her dream is to 
work very assiduously to 
ensure that UL is among the 
top 20 universities in West 
Africa in the next seven years.

While at the RUFORUM 
Biennial Conference, Dr. 
Weeks also attended the 
Forum of African University 
Women Vice Chancellors, 
(FAWoVC).

FAWoVC is geared to support 
e x i s t i n g  w o m e n  C h i e f  
E x e c u t i v e s  o f  A f r i c a n  
universities (Presidents, Vice 
Chancellors, Rectors) to 
enhance their performance in 
s t r a t e g i c  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
leveraging partnerships, funds 
mob i l i z a t i on  f o r  STEM  
research, innovation and 
international cooperation. The 
FAVWoVC conference, which 
brought together women chief 
e x e c u t i v e s  i n  A f r i c a n  
universities, was held on 

October 20, 2018. 
In a related development, 

t the time there are 
increasing calls for Athe establishment of 

a war and economic crimes 
court here, a call has been 
made for the arrest of Nimba 
County Sen. Prince Y. Johnson, 
popularly known as PYJ.

The call is not being made 
for his role in the brutal 
slaughter of over 250, 000 
Liberians here during the 
country’s civil war, but rather 
his recent treats to go after his 
kinsmen who are in support of 
the establishment of said 
court.

The Nimba Senator, who is 
l i s t e d  a m o n g  s e v e r a l  
individuals within the Truth 
and Reconciliation Report to 
face trial for their roles in the 
country’s brutal civil war, days 
ago vowed to go after his 
kinsmen, he did not say how.

The Liberian civil war left 
hundreds of thousands dead 
with infrastructure and 
businesses worth billions 
destroyed.

Speaking on a local radio 
station Wednesday, one of the 
men PYJ has vowed to after, 
Nimba County District #8 Rep. 
Larry Younquoi called on state 
securities here to invite Sen.  
Johnson for questioning on the 

court to get war criminals 
account for their actions.

The Nimba County Senator 
r e m a i n s  p e r s i s t e n t l y  
uncomfortable with the war 
crimes court campaign as he 
faces wide ranging allegations 
of alleged atrocities, which 
include the capturing and 
mutilation of sitting Liberian 
President Samuel Kanyon Doe 
to death during the brutal civil 
war in 1990.

The civil war in the 90s is 
estimated to have claimed 
about 250,000 lives here and 

basis of his treats.
“And those are things that 

he should be called now by the 
CID and the police in uniform, 
Senator Johnson what do you 
mean by that?” Rep. Younquoi 
told local broadcaster OK FM 
Wednesday, 14 November.

Sen. Johnson recently 
threatened to unleash massive 
resistance and go after key 
advocates, including fellow 
Nimba County lawmakers in 
the wake of incessant public 
campaign here for  the 
establishment of a war crimes 

in statements that he makes 
around,” he says.

Rep. Younquoi adds that 
Sen. Johnson could be facing 
questions for treason by now 
for threatening resistance 
against efforts to have him 
give account of his past if 
Liberia was a country that 
protects lives.

Rep. Younquoi laments that 
Sen. Johnson is after his life, 
thus prompting his call for 
government to provide him 
state security protection.

He wonders why the police 
are not asking Sen. Johnson by 
now for his threats, noting that 
the police are here and for the 
past one week, Sen. Johnson 
has been saying he will resist 
the war crimes court and 
making other threats without 
any action taken.

Rep. Younquoi describes 
Sen. Johnson as a divisive 
character on the basis of 
allegations that the Senator 
had claimed that Nimba 
belongs to Gio and Mano tribes 
alone, with claims that 
Mandingos do not belong to the 
county. 

According to him, Sen. 
Johnson allegedly says he 
cannot work with Liberians of 
the  Krahn t r ibe,  s la in  
President Doe’s kinsmen.

But Rep. Younquoi warns 
that Sen. Johnson has to 
account for his killings, 
alleging that the Senator killed 
an enterprising young man 
from his (Rep. Younquoi’s) 
home.

He vows that he would sign 
up to the war crimes court 
document when it is presented 
to the Legislature, declaring 
Sen. Johnson an enemy of the 
state who had already been 
paid by Nimba people for 
whatever good he may have 
done for them.-Edited by 
Othello B. Garblah

forced millions into exile 
before another rebellion to 
oust imprisoned ex-President 
Charles Ghankay Taylor in 2003 
witnessed another mass 
bloodshed with thousands 
more Liberians murdered.

The two - time Nimba 
Senator, Prince Johnson in the 
90s controlled a dreaded 
breakaway rebel faction, the 
Independent National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (INPFL), an 
offshoot of Taylor’s National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL).

In the wake of his threats to 
mobilize his loyalists from 
Nimba County to resist and go 
after war crimes court 
supporters, Rep. Younquoi 
wants to be provided state 
security protection to avoid 
b e i n g  h a r m e d  b e f o r e  
government gets alarmed.

The war crimes court 
campaign has an international 
backing, mainly from the US 
whose citizens were among the 
victims too.

In his threats, Sen. Johnson 
specifically names Rep. 
Younquoi, Nimba County Rep.  
Samuel G. Korga and Nimba 
kinsman Cllr.Tiawan Gongloe 
as members of his county that 
are pushing for a war crimes 
court, warning that he and his 
loyalists will go after them in 
their respective homes.

But Rep. Younqoi says he 
blames the Senate and the 
Executive for allowing Sen. 
Johnson to make “reckless 
statement” without taking 
action against him.

“Let me tell you for record, 
I blame the Senate and the 
E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h  o f  
Government for allowing 
Senator Johnson to be reckless 
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and networks of specialization 
in the Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA), but one that has 
expanded to include not only 
agriculture education, but 
r e s e a r c h ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  
communication technology, 
a n d  S T E M  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  
throughout Africa.

According to a UL release, 
Dr. Weeks was elected during 
the 6th Higher Education Week 
and  RUFORUM B ienn ia l  
Conference 2018, in Nairobi, 
Kenya. The forum, which took 
place from 22-26 October, was 
held under the theme: 
“Aligning African universities 
to accelerate attainment of 
Africa’s Agenda 2063.”

The conference brought 

together over 900 delegates 
and other stakeholders in 
h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
agriculture sectors (from 
academia,  Government,  
private sector, Development 
partners,  s tudents  and 
farmers) across the continent. 

The election of Dr. 
Weeks is a huge honor for 
the University of Liberia 
and for Liberia especially, 
considering that the 
University of Liberia 
became a member of 
RUFORUM only in early 
2018. Thanks also to Dr. 
W e e k s  f o r  h e r  
recognizable leadership 
qualit ies, infectious 
personality and sense of 
style. 

Following a visit of the 
leadership of RUFORUM to 
Liberia in 2017 to request 
that former President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
serve as a keynote 
speaker for a  RUFORUM 
event, and to encourage 
the University of Liberia 
to join the forum, newly 
appointed Dean of UL’s 
William R. Tolbert College 
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and  
Forestry, Dr Moses M. 
Zinnah, spear-headed 
U L ’ s  m e m b e r s h i p  
application effort to its 
approval stage. 

In her concept paper 
titled: “Top 20-in-7,” Dr. 

r.  Ophe l i a  I nez  
W e e k s ,  1 4 t h  DPresident of the 

University of Liberia, has been 
elected as Deputy Board Chair 
of the Regional Universities 
Forum for Capacity Building in 
Agriculture or RUFORUM. 

Estab l i shed in  2004,  
R U F O R U M  i s  t o d a y  a  
consortium of 105 universities 
in 37 countries spanning the 
Afr ican cont inent.  The 
organization evolved from the 
Fo rum  on  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  
Resource Husbandry (FORUM) 
program of the Rockefeller 
Foundation. It is registered as 
a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N o n -
Governmental Organization 
(NGO) with an initial mandate 
to oversee graduate training 
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Call for PYJ’s arrest
By Winston W. Parley

UL President elected to education post in Africa

Dr. Ophelia Inez Weeks
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France in the round of 16.
Messi missed a penalty in the 

draw against Iceland but scored 
in his country's only win of the 
tournament against Nigeria.

And Maradona, who led 
Argentina to World Cup glory in 
1986, believes the Barcelona 
superstar will return to the 
international scene.

Asked by Marca if Messi will 
feature in the future for 
Argentina, Maradona said: "I 
think so.

"We will see, because if not 

ionel Messi will return 
to the Argentina fold La t  s o m e  s t a g e ,  

according to Diego Maradona.
Messi, 31, last played for 

his nation at the World Cup in 
Russia and will miss their 
upcoming friendlies against 
Mexico.

La Albiceleste fared poorly 
at the showpiece event, losing 
3-0 to Croatia and drawing 
with Iceland in the group 
stages, before being knocked 
out by eventual winners 

then we are in trouble."
Maradona also denied he had 

criticised Messi earlier this year 
when it was said that he 
questioned the attacker's 
leadership.

The 58-year-old insisted he 
would never chastise his 
compatriot in such a way 
publicly.

"Leo is a friend of mine and I 
never talk badly about a friend 
in public. I would say it to the 
face, and not through an 
interview," Maradona said.

#Revoke rock and sand mining licenses 
from Chinese and Lebanese# 

 

#To empower Liberians, enforce the 
exclusive Liberians business act. # 

#It’s shame that only in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru sand and rock mining.# 

#For the Pro-Poor Agenda to succeed undo 
the errors by your predecessors. #

#Stop prioritizing foreign businesses over 
Liberian businesses!#

he Liberia Council of 
Churches (LCC) has Tannounced that it will 

hold its 32nd General Assembly 
(GA) at the St. Stephen 
Episcopal Church on 10th 
Street, Sinkor, Monrovia.

An LCC press release issued 
Wednesday, 14 November says 
the 2018 General Assembly will 
run from Wednesday to 
Saturday, 28 November to 1 
December.

The press release says the 
General Assembly will bring 
together all LCC member 

churches and Executive 
Committee members from 
across Liberia.

It is also expected that 
partners and guests of the 
Council from other parts of the 
world including [All African 
Council of Churches] AACC, 
[World Council Churches] 
WCC, United States of 
A m e r i c a ,  G e r m a n y ,  
Switzerland and Sierra Leone 
among several others will be in 
full attendance.

The press release notes that 
the 32nd General Assembly 

will run under the theme: 
Conso l i da t i ng  Nat i ona l  
Reconciliation and Unity: 
Imperative for Sustainable 
Growth and Development with 
Te x t s  d r a w n  f r o m  I I  
Corinthians 5:18 to 20 and 
Genesis 1:1 to 2 and 4.

It can be recalled, the LCC 
which is the conscience of the 
Liberian society was always in 
the vanguard of promoting 
peace during the Liberian civil 
crisis which Liberia enjoys 
today.

Th i s  yea r ’s  Gene ra l  
Assembly will lift up several 
topics and issues relating to 
the growth and development 
of the Church in Liberia and 
the Liberian society at large.

The president of the 
National Council of Churches 
Rev. Jim Winkler will serve as 
the keynote speaker of the 
formal opening of the General 
Assembly.

The LCC says it seeks the 
presence of the entire 
Liberian populace to join it in 
the 32nd General Assembly.--
Press release

Messi will make Argentina return, says Maradona

LCC holds 32nd GA
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