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udan took further 
steps in its transition Stowards civilian rule 

Wednesday, with the swearing 
in of a new Sovereign Council 
and prime minister.

A government is expected 
to be formed within a week, 
a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  n e w  
institutions can tackle the 
daunting task of rescuing a 
failing economy and ending 
three different internal armed 
conflicts.

Abdalla Hamdok took the 
oath as transitional prime 
minister moments after flying 
in from Ethiopia, where he 
spent years working as a senior 
economist for the United 

Nations."The government's top 
priorities are to stop the war, 
build sustainable peace, 
address the severe economic 
crisis and build a balanced 
foreign policy," he told 
reporters.Hours earlier, the 11 
members of a civilian-majority 
Sovereign Council were also 
sworn in, marking the first 
time that Sudan was not under 
full military rule since Omar al-
Bashir came to power in a 1989 
coup.

The body replaces the 
Transitional Military Council 
(TMC) that took charge after 
months of deadly street 
protests brought down the 
Islamist ruler in April.General 

Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, who 
already headed the TMC, was 
sworn in as the new ruling 
council's chairman.Wearing his 
u sua l  g r een  be re t  and  
camouflage uniform, Burhan 
took the oath in a short 
ceremony, one hand on the 
Koran and the other holding a 
military baton under his arm.

He will be Sudan's head of 
state for the first 21 months of 
the 39-month transition period, 
until a civilian takes over for the 
remainder.

The Sovereign Council 
includes two women, including 
a member of Sudan's Christian 
minority, and it will oversee the 
formation of a government and 

of a legislative body.The 
inauguration of the civilian-
dominated ruling council, which 
held its first meeting in the 
a f t e r n o o n ,  w a s  w i d e l y  
welcomed but some Khartoum 
residents warned they would 
keep their new rulers in check.

"If this council does not meet 
our aspirations and cannot 
serve our interests, we will 
never hesitate to have another 
revolution," said Ramzi al-Taqi, 
a fruit seller."We would topple 
the council just like we did the 
former regime," he said.Reuters
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 Z i m b a b w e a n  
comedian has been Afound after being 

abducted and beaten by 
masked gunmen in the capital 
Harare, her relatives and 
colleagues say.

Samantha Kureya, known 
by her stage name "Gonyeti", 
has been critical of the police 
and government in her skits.

She was taken from her 
home, beaten and forced to 
drink sewage before being 
dumped, her colleague says.

In Zimbabwe, comedians 
have historically found it 
difficult to make jokes about 
authority, fearing jail.Police 
have not yet commented on 
her abduction.Her brother, 
Jonathan Gasa, told the BBC 
that about six armed masked 
men stormed her home on 
Wednesday night, took her 
away, stripped and assaulted 
her.He said they accused her 
o f  u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  h e r  
skits.She was found three 
hours later.Her colleague 
Lucky Aaron told the BBC that 

she was dumped in "the bush" 
in the suburbs of Harare.

He said he picked her up 
and took her to the hospital for 
scans which confirmed no 
bones had been broken.But he 
was still concerned for her 
health because she was forced 
to drink sewage, he added.In a 

police uniform in a skit, reports 
the BBC's Shingai Nyoka from 
Harare.

At the time she was 
reportedly warned that her 
comedy was becoming too 
political.Her abduction follows 
several recent cases of activists 
who were planning anti-
government protests being 
abducted and tortured, human 
rights groups say.

T h e  Z i m b a b w e a n  
author i t i e s  den ied  any  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h o s e  
abductions.They have not yet 
commented on the comedian's 

tweet, opposition Movement 
for Democratic Change (MDC) 
leader Nelson Chamisa called 
her abduction a "barbaric 
human rights violation":In 
February Kureya was one of 
two comedians arrested for 
public nuisance for wearing a 
uniform that resembled a 

abduction.
Kureya told the BBC in 2018 

that her comedy company 
Bustop TV used to be banned 
from attending national events 
but since Robert Mugabe was 
ousted from power she hoped 
comedians would be allowed 
more freedom of expression."I 
just hope in Zimbabwe we have 
the freedom to talk about the 
president without being in 
trouble, the freedom to talk 
about anyone without the 
police coming after you.""I just 
hope it will change, " she 
said.BBC

eachers are now 
seeking a salary Tincrease from their 

employer citing high cost of 
living.

Kenya Union of Post 
Primary Education Teachers 
(Kuppet )  on  Thur sday  
submitted a proposal to the 
Teachers Service Commission 
(TSC) on how it want the 
increase to be effected. 
“Kuppet proposes an increase 

in basic salary ranging between 
30 per cent and 70 percent 
from the current minimum 
salary of Sh21, 756 to Sh36, 985 
on the lower cadre. This is 
informed by the cost of living 
which has increased since 
2016,” reads the proposal by 
the union.Mr Misori said the 
meeting had marked the start 
of the negotiations for a new 
CBA. “Both sides committed 
themselves to undertake the 

negotiations in an open and 
transparent manner,” said the 
secretary-general.

Mr Misori  was accompanied 
by chairman Omboko Milemba 
while chief executive officer 
N a n c y  M a c h a r i a  a n d  
chairperson Dr Lydia Nzomo 
led the TSC team.Kuppet also 
want teachers who have 
stagnated in one position 
especially those in Job Group K 
and J to be promoted. 
However, TSC in a statement 
issued by Mrs Macharia did not 
comment on the issue of 
promotion of teachers.“It was 
agreed that there shall be a 
joint retreat between TSC and 
Kuppet not only to evaluate 
the progress and gaps in the 
implementation of the current 
CBA but to also lay grounds for 
the next CBA,” said Mrs 
Macharia.She added that the 
commission was also looking at 
the proposal by Kuppet on 
harmonization of house 
allowances for teachers so that 
is based on job groups and not 
on geographical locations 
where teachers work.

The union also asked that 
the commission be mandated 
by law to handle both the 
processing and payment of 
pension claims for Kuppet 
members.AFP

Zimbabwean comedian Gonyeti 
‘abducted and beaten' in Harare

Kureya previously told the BBC that she'd been 
banned from attending national events but 
that she was hopeful things would change

Kenyan Teachers 
demand higher pay

Muslim pupils wearing hijabs study at the Ganjoni 
Primary School in Mombasa, coastal Kenya

Sudan swears in ruling 
council and prime minister

Sudan's new Prime Minister in the transitional 
government Abdalla Hamdok

Sudan's new Prime Minister in the transitional 
government Abdalla Hamdok
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ONDON – Recently I watched The Man Who 
Was Too Free, a moving documentary about Lthe Russian dissident politician Boris 

Nemtsov, who was gunned down in front of the 
Kremlin in 2015. A young, handsome rising 
political star in the 1990s, Nemtsov later refused 
to bend to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
authoritarianism and went into opposition, 
where he was harassed, imprisoned, and finally 
killed. The film left me thinking about the 
diminished role of heroism and courage in 
modern life, and also about the fate of Russia.

Heroism is a product of extreme situations – 
classically, involving war and violence. Because 
today’s Western way of life is non-extreme, the 
value of heroism has fallen. But its stock is rising 
in most of the rest of the world, including Russia.

The hero is both noble and self-destructive. He 
or she not only prefers an honorable death to a 
dishonorable life, but also would rather die 
young and gloriously than spin out a long and 
compromised existence loaded with easily 
gotten (and forgotten) honors. Hector in 
Homer’s Iliad says: “’Tis true I perish, yet I perish 
great.” The heroic life is inherently tragic; 
immortality is its only reward.

Nemtsov was cast in this mold. According to 
some of those interviewed in the film, he 
believed that, having previously been a 
government minister, and once Boris Yeltsin’s 
preferred successor as Russia’s president, he 
would never be assassinated. Yet it seemed to 
me that he was challenging Putin’s regime to kill 
him.

Unlike heroism, courage isn’t necessarily tragic. 
But it has suffered a similar fate. War, the main 
arena for displaying courage, has declined in 
importance, and is now mechanical rather than 
labor-intensive. And although we rightly admire 
acts of personal courage, we no longer demand it 
as a public virtue. We do not expect our 
politicians to be like kings who once led their 
troops into battle, but merely skilled and 
suitably thick-skinned.

Moral courage, as distinct from physical 
courage, is a civic rather than a military virtue. A 
person may be afraid of physical harm, but 
morally fearless. But moral courage has always 
been less admired than physical courage, 
because it involves going against the grain. 
Rulers hate it because it “speaks truth to 
power,” and crowds are made uncomfortable by 
it because it confronts their prejudices.

From an ethical perspective, moral courage has 
been considered the highest form of courage in 
the liberal age, because it is deliberate, not 
instinctive. But its value has diminished along 
with the penalties for displaying it. Opinions 
once considered courageous are now merely 
“controversial,” and although they might lead to 
the loss of one’s job or friends, this is hardly the 
same as being burned at the stake.

In the 1660s, the philosopher Thomas Hobbes 
prefigured the decline of public heroism and 
courage when he wrote of citizens that “the less 

they dare, the better it is, both for the 
commonwealth, and themselves.” The growth of 
professionalism, and the spread of peaceful 
commerce and manufacturing, lessened the need 
for heroic or courageous acts. The overall 
tendency of modern science and social 
organization has been to create a world in which 
courage and other virtues will no longer be 
necessary. In the West, at least, acts of heroism 
and valor are now confined to stage and screen, 
where we can admire them without having to 
suffer their consequences.

Heroism and courage have always been regarded 
as masculine virtues. In her famous Tilbury speech 
at the time of the Spanish Armada, Queen 
Elizabeth I of England played to the stereotype, 
declaring that “I know I have the body but of a 
weak and feeble woman; but I have the heart and 
stomach of a king.” Women with the hearts of men 
were thought exceptional. Conversely, Hobbes 
argued that “men of feminine courage” should be 
exempted from military service, owing to the risk 
that they might desert. And Adam Smith was not 
alone in fearing that commerce would make the 
population “effeminate and dastardly.”

The huge reservoir of largely untapped courage, 
especially of the moral sort, that women 
constitute, has been generally ignored by (male) 
writers. Yet the emancipation of women was the 
result of rising female courage. Hannah Arendt, 
who fled Hitler’s Germany in the 1930s, displayed 
exemplary moral courage in writing her 1963 book 
Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality 
of Evil, about the trial of the Holocaust’s logistical 
mastermind. Nor should it surprise us that young 
women, most recently the teenager Greta 
Thunberg, have emerged as Green political 
leaders. Women are thus compensating for the 
decline in male courage in public life, something 
that many men find deeply uncomfortable.

This brings me back to Nemtsov and Russia. In 
1996, Nemtsov was the only “liberal” Russian 
politician who argued that the recently 
overthrown Communist Party, then leading in the 
polls, should be allowed to compete in the 
country’s presidential election. He said that this 
was the only way to establish a tradition of 
legitimate transfers of power. Other Russian 
liberals thought Nemtsov was mad. In the event, 
Yeltsin’s re-election was corruptly bought, and his 
successor, Putin, has kept himself in power by a 
kind of “soft dictatorship.” But Nemtsov was 
prescient in advocating genuine democracy as the 
only legitimate modern form of rule.

Since 2011, Putin’s rule has looked increasingly 
fragile in the face of growing street protests in 
Moscow and other Russian cities. When such 
regimes can no longer be relied on to deliver 
economic prosperity, their future is bound to 
come under threat as new heroes rise up in 
opposition. This is the lesson emerging not only in 
Russia, but also in the Middle East and East Asia.

In much of the world, then, the value of heroism is 
again on the rise. The future may well lie not with 
politicians and diplomats, but with those men – 
and women – who are not afraid to die.

The value of heroism is again on the rise, especially in countries where 
undemocratic regimes can no longer be relied on to deliver economic 
prosperity. The future may well lie not with politicians and diplomats, 
but with those men – and women – who are willing to die.

THE U.S. STATE Department has criticized the Weah 
administration for not being transparent about foreign 
assistance receipts, largely project-based, which is not 
adequately captured in the national budget nor subject to 
the same audit and domestic oversight as other budget 
items. 

THE U.S. STATE Department  2019 Fiscal Transparency 
Report (FTR) covering the period, January 1 to December 
31, 2018, places Liberia among poorly performed countries 
in Africa. 

IT SPECIFICALLY FROWNS that Liberia's supreme audit 
institution, the General Auditing Commission, during the 
period under review did not make its audit reports publicly 
available within a reasonable period of time, and that 
criteria and procedures for awarding natural resource 
extraction licenses and contracts were outlined in law, but 
there have been reports of corruption and inconsistent 
application of regulations in practice.

THESE ARE ISSUES that should claim the government's 
attention, particularly foreign assistance that are directed 
to specific projects in the country, as they border on trust 
and integrity, which are very essential for maintaining 
confidence of our international partners.

A RECENT SCENARIO by the Weah administration of 
redirecting project-specific funds to something else that 
resulted to a joint statement by Foreign Missions near 
Monrovia, demanding restitution, was not only denigrating 
but embarrassing.

THE GOVERNMENT ARGUED its predecessor (the Sirleaf 
administration) acted similarly and restituted funds that 
were directed to other sectors. But the point is, it didn't 
generate this manner of reaction from Foreign Missions, 
perhaps due to procedure employed, which speaks to good 
governance.

WE BELIEVE IF the right thing were done, the Weah 
administration would not have received such disgraceful 
public alarm from partners and governments.  

THE FTR RECOMMENDS several steps that should be taken 
to improve Liberia's fiscal transparency among them, 
ensuring the budget is substantially complete and off-
budget accounts are subject to adequate audit and 
oversight.

IT ALSO SUGGESTS making the GAC audit reports publicly 
available within a reasonable period of time, and ensuring 
criteria and procedures used to award natural resource 
extraction contracts and licenses are consistent with law as 
well as making basic information on all natural resource 
extraction awards publicly available.

THEREFORE, WE URGE the Weah administration to heed 
these pieces of advice which do not only promote 
transparency, accountability and good governance, but 
demonstrate international best practices.

GOL should handle 
foreign assistance well
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The Fall and Rise 
of Public Heroism

By Robert Skidelsky
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Dear Father:

Have you heard the news? They say it na easy in the Footballer’s camp. They 
say Corruption King Kong and the other people from the Ray Hay Papay camp 
are crying like wolves. They say since they came to the camp to beg for 
annexation, the people can’t even look at them sef. They say they all help to 
kill the elephant in the town but they are still eating dry rice.

Oh yes oo. They say not one pound of flesh had been given to them. For 
Corruption King Kong own, he most just leave his own with the Old Man 
upstairs.

And Father, they say the worst part is that the Footballer hardly regard them 
as anything. The say when that time for voting, the Footballer can only send 
people from his main camp and not one person from the annexed camp can 
even put foot before I say they will try to say they want to put a man 
forward.
 They say is like they are just existing by name and not by function. One of my 
friends told me “frustration galore” has entered the camp and they are now 
all around talking in their throats like frogs.
Hmmm, my son where you coming from with this one again?

Oh, Father, da true oo. You haven’t heard Corruption King Kong and the Ray 
Hay man people passing around here and talking in their throats like frogs?

But wait oo my son, who forcing them to stay there?

Father, da the same thing I was telling my friend oo. 

But wait small oo my son, did they think that the Footballer was really going 
to open up to them with his whole heart?

You mind them Father, all the Footballer did was finding a means to an end. 
Wait oo, they thought they were entering the camp to have access to milk and 
honey? They will balance. Let them be there from the time the voting house 
announced the result, our man was finished with them.

Hmm, they too ya, they want to tell me they never had eyes to see?

Father, the people were just greedy to get into power so they did not take 
time to use their heads. There is a common saying that “if the market will 
boil, you will tell from the early rising sun”.There is absolutely no way that 
the Footballer would have given these people any credence. They should 
have observed that from the beginning, but hey, they were blind by greed 
and hatred.

Why do you say so my son?

Father, it is simple, the Footballer was hungry, and so werehis people. The 
man would have been mad to take the food from his hungry children and give 
it to strangers who had just come knocking at the gate.
You na hear what Jesus said “It na good to take the children’s bread and give 
it to dogs”. This is why I said they will balance let them be there.

But Father do you know that right now the camp itself is shaking?

Tell me something?

Oh, before everybody used to be happy for the Footballer to hold their hands 
and lift it up in the village doing voting time but it looks like this time around 
some people will be going on their own. Am told that some of the people are 
even scare right now to be identified with the camp when it comes to voting.
Hmmm, I say everything get time for true ya, you mean in this village now the 
people moral na go down like that?

But Father da fire coming from my mouth or da popcorn popping?They will all 
be just fine Father. Ehn the voting house say they should go back in that 
Fiefdom to do voting there again, Ayaka. We moving-democracy is at work.

The only thing I can say is that the Footballer is not the man in Jesus’ parable 
who rewarded all the laborers equally and not based on time. For the 
Footballer, you have to have been there over those 12 years not after you 
enjoy, enjoy and you come and jump ship the next day to continue your 
enjoyment. Like we can say in our church-“It is well.” 

Lord, didn’t they know 
before joining?
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ARIS – In the late 1970s and early 1980s, prominent international relations 
experts such as the late French political philosopher Pierre Hassner argued Pthat the world was witnessing a process of competitive decay between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. For the latter, the conflict in Afghanistan was 
about to become an even costlier failure than the Vietnam war had been for 
America. By 1989, the verdict was clear: The Soviet Union had atrophied much 
faster than the US, and its empire collapsed, the victim of its own errors and 
contradictions.

Today, the concept of competitive decay of ideological and political models 
seems to be relevant once again. In a recent interview with the Financial Times, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin declared that the liberal democratic ideal had 
become “obsolete.” Yet the crowds of protesters demonstrating in the streets of 
Moscow and, much more spectacularly, Hong Kong, suggest that the authoritarian 
model has plenty of problems of its own.

True, worried democrats now fear that the world has entered a third, darker 
phase of its postwar history. The first phase, from 1945 until 1989, was dominated 
by the Cold War. The second, between 1990 and 2016, represented a fragile 
victory for liberal democratic regimes. But now, the argument goes, the world is 
in a new, dangerous populist era that began with the victory of the Brexiteers in 
the United Kingdom and the election of President Donald Trump in the US. 

Yet this interpretation may reflect the current general mood of pessimism and 
resignation as much as objective reality. Populism itself is currently under attack 
in several Central European countries, including the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
and Romania. And in France, President Emmanuel Macron is defending the 
classical liberal democratic model far more robustly than many of his critics had 
expected.

Reports of the demise of democracy and freedom, and the victory of populism and 
authoritarianism, are thus premature. If anything, the longing for freedom and 
democracy is on the rise. This suggests that reason has not yet been crushed by 
negative emotions.

Thus, the age-old question remains: which model – democracy or autocracy – is 
more vulnerable? The outcome is not predetermined, and will of course depend 
on political personalities, events, and cultures.

In that regard, the 2020 US presidential election could prove crucial. Moreover, 
uncertainty regarding the outcome is greater than it was before the past two 
elections. Rightly, few people thought that Barack Obama would lose in 2012. 
And, wrongly, few thought that Trump would win in 2016. The 2020 race, by 
contrast, looks wide open.

After getting it so wrong in 2016, most commentators, including me, are trying to 
be more cautious this time. Yet significant segments of the global financial and 
economic elite seem to think that unless the US falls into recession in the coming 
months, Trump will be re-elected. Moreover, their prognosis is not only based on a 
fear of being wrong again; many seem resigned to such a result, and some may 
even be hoping for it.

At this point, the comparison with the 1930s inevitably comes to mind. Of course, 
Trump and Adolf Hitler have little in common. But in their apparent acceptance of 
Trump’s re-election, large parts of the liberal establishment are behaving like 
Germany’s financial and industrial elites when Hitler rose to power in the 1930s. 
Back then, German bankers and bosses deluded themselves into thinking that 
they could control their country’s vulgar new chancellor. And they were 
convinced that, despite Hitler’s strange behavior and appearance, he remained 
the best defense against communism.

Sadly, many of today’s elites seem to have learned nothing from history, and think 
and act as if interests and values were totally disconnected from each other in the 
real world. So long as Trump is good for business, they appear unconcerned that 
he is the single biggest threat to America’s soul and values, and to its image and 
interests abroad. Sure, they say, Trump may be going a bit too far with the Chinese 
on trade, but at least he has been asking them the right questions. And yes, he 
may be overplaying the race card, but he is no racist himself, and, if flirting with 
the unacceptable helps to consolidate his hardcore support, then why not?

Such thinking is deeply dangerous. As the Franco-Lebanese writer Amin Maalouf 
has said, it is “better to err with hope, than to be right with despair.” Contrary to 
what many democratic Cassandras think, the worst is not inevitable. 
Authoritarians and populists have not yet triumphed, and in many places, 
democrats are fighting back. 

Or, to put it less optimistically, democracy and autocracy still have similar 
chances of decaying. For now, it remains uncertain which model will prevail. But 
it is never wise to write off democracy, much less hasten its downfall.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org

Will Democracy Die Last?

By Dominique Moisi
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t can be recalled that during the occasion, the 
president reiterated that his administration will build Ion the gains made by the former regime of Johnson-

Sirleaf especially in the areas of free speech and press 
freedom, stability, and peaceful co-existence but vowed 
to root out corruption.    President Weah used the 
profound address to praise his predecessor Johnson-
Sirleaf for laying the foundations on which he said 
Liberians can now stand in peace, stressing that "United, 
Liberians are certain to succeed as a nation, warning 
that divided we are certain to fall. 

       The president used the occasion stress the 
maintenance of closer and stronger ties friendship and 
economic partnership with traditional allies and friends 
in the Middle East and revealed that Liberia is going to 
open of new avenues of engagements and mutual 
solidarity with other states. Interestingly, the speech 
touched the relations between Liberia and the United 
States of America and seeks the United States to 
continue to support in various aspects based on both 
interests that tied to Liberia and America. The speech 
recounted Washington support to Liberia, describing the 
United States as Liberia’s oldest and reliable partner. 
According to the President, Washington led the 
international efforts to end the armed conflict in the 
country.

     President Weah’s foreign policy also reflects Liberia’s 
relations with the European Union and reiterates his 
administration desire to continue ties with the EU, 
attributing his achievements to Europe. He also detailed 
some assistance the EU has rendered Liberia and 
continues to render the state; he has committed his 
administration cardinal ties with the EU.   Still, on 
foreign policy, the address documented Liberia-China 
productive and mutually rewarding relations, reflecting 
on the numerous supports Beijing has rendered Liberia in 
the areas of general economic cooperation, 
infrastructure development, agriculture, energy, 
education, culture and health, and security 
development.With wild applause from millions of 
Liberians and foreign dignitaries at the stadium, came 
the much awaited presidential policy on the fight 
against corruption; saying that his first priorities would 
be to root out corruption and pay civil servants "a living 
wage," and encourage the private sector. He admonished 
the public to show solidarity for the tasks that lay ahead, 
saying with the collective determination of all Liberians 
and God above, his administration succeeded

     Queued for miles to get at the Sports Complex in 
Paynesville, the crowds singing, dancing and waved the 
national flag as they enthusiastically waited for the 
“country giant” president Weah to be sworn in office. 
Liberia’s international stature and standing among the 
comity of nations improved immensely from the failed 
and pariah state situations of the 1990s and early 2000 to 
a responsible and well-respected member of the 
International Community. This new status of Liberia 
ensured particularly during the former era of Johnson-
Sirleaf administration.

         The contemporary era in the nation’s history 
presents a challenge to President George Weah’s 
administration to put its diplomats to work, as the 
government seeks international partners as the country 
emerges from the current economic. That is why those 
tasked with economic and political activities at the 
various embassies and diplomatic missions of Liberia 
must be sharp, cognizant of global prevailing dynamics 
political and diplomatic issues to drive the desire results 
back home, and not just sit and wait to be tele-guided . 
While the current administration primarily focused on 
development diplomacy in the formulation of foreign 
policy and the practice of international relations, 
indisputably, economic, trade and commercial 

diplomacy should be paramount in this era. This requires 
a strong background of the diplomats from a 
multidisciplinary perspective since professional 
diplomacy is an appropriate instrument to perform this 
synthesis, to the extent that it can use its persuasive 
techniques in favor of businesses and investments and, 
simultaneously, prove to be politically and economically 
profitable to Liberia.

       Liberia would not have received the worldwide 
benevolence it got during the dark days of Ebola, if not 
for apt diplomatic initiatives by the Foreign Ministry, and 
had serious negotiations not taken place sometimes long 
hours into the night, as perceptively as possible with 
grinding efforts, employing the tools of diplomacy for 
national advancement. Diplomacy has brought 
development to other nations for example as already 
enumerated and economic and trade values as seen in 
varied negotiations with bilateral and multilateral 
bodies, as the Liberian case illustrates, as well as 
increased economic and commercial activity.

    Karpeh (2011) revealed that Foreign Policy 
formulations and implementation take into 
consideration Domestic Policy of a state because politics 
deals not only with government or state but also with the 
followings : social, cultural, demography and economic 
interactions that occur at other states levels. Foreign 
Policy and Domestic Policy are both interconnected 
because Foreign Policy formulation is originated from 
the INNER of State Programs. Petric (2013) indicates that 
international relations the study of relations between 
political entities such as states, empires, INGOs, NGOs. It 
is also defined as a discipline that focuses on the study of 
interactions of actors in international politics. He 
further added that it’s also the study of   international 
system including territories, state, or territory state.

         According to other related literatures, 
international relations focuses on the interaction of the 
actors in international politics, including states and non-
state actors, such as the United Nations (UN), the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, and 
Amnesty International while foreign policy is a set of 
political goals that seeks to outline how a particular 
country will interact with other countries of the world.  
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2008) annual report 
revealed that the new status has been made possible due 
primarily to a radical change in the country’s foreign 
policy orientation adopted by the first democratically 
elected female president on the African Continent.

         Karpeh (2009) indicated that the phenomenal 
patent that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s era 
expanded speedily considering that Liberia established 
diplomatic relations with twenty-four other countries in 
her regime and was pleased to welcome many very 
important dignitaries including world leaders and 
representatives of states and multilateral organizations 
and institutions across the globe.Liberia’s Foreign Policy 
Under president Edwin Barclay  Edwin Barclay served as 
foreign minister and secretary of state of Liberia in the 
government of Charles D.B. King from 1920 until 1930. He 
became President of Liberia in 1930 when President King 
and Vice President Allen Yancy resigned because of a 
scandal. He was elected in his own right for the first time 
in 1931. Under his administration, Barclay 's foreign 
policy was geared towards opening up the Liberian 
economy to foreign investors.  He tried to repeal the 
“famous Port of Entry Law of 1864 that restricted the 
economic activities of foreigners in the country.  
Subsequently, in the early 1930s concession   
agreements  were signed between the Liberian 
Government and Dutch, Danish, German and Polish 
investors (Karpeh, 2008).

      President Barclay was credited with helping the 
country survive some of Liberia's greatest threats to its 
sovereignty. These included threats by the League of 
Nations led by Germany, the United Kingdom and , the 
United States to recolonize the country unless reforms 
were made; aggressive actions by France; and a “coup 
attempt” by the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company for 

the non-payment of debt. Guanua (1995) has indicated 
that in 1926, the Liberian government had granted a 
major rubber concession to the Firestone Tire and 
Rubber Company and undertook to borrow $5 million 
from a Firestone subsidiary. The Great Depression of the 
1930s brought Liberia to the verge of bankruptcy. As the 
global economy collapsed, so too did the price of all 
commodities, including rubber. By 1932, rubber prices 
had fallen to a low of 3¢ a pound. Although the trees 
planted by the Firestone Company in 1926 and 1927 were 
reaching tapping age, the market price of rubber would 
cover only a small fraction of the cost of tapping, 
processing and , transportation to market. Firestone did 
not bother to harvest and produce the rubber. Without 
this revenue, government revenues fell steadily to a low 
of $321,000 in 1933.

        By 1931, it became apparent to the Liberian 
administration that the revenue shortfall made continue 
to make loan repayments impossible. The government 
asked the lending bank and Firestone for forbearance on 
the loan payments but to no avail. Harvey Firestone 
attempted to persuade the United States government to 
employ "gunboat diplomacy" to compel compliance with 
the loan agreement (Karpeh, 2008, p 111) .. U.S. 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt refused to interfere in 
Liberia’s internal affairs, writing in a memorandum to 
the State Department that, "At all times we should 
remember that (Harvey) Firestone went to Liberia at his 
own financial risk, and it is not the business of the State 
Department to pull his financial chestnut out of the fire 
except as a friend of the Liberian people."

       According to Karpeh, in 1932, the Liberian 
Legislature passed the Moratorium Act, suspending the 
the p ayment of the Firestone loan until terms could be 
negotiated that were more in line with Liberia's ability to 
pay. The US suspended diplomatic relations but did not 
take further action. When Barclay appealed to the 
League of Nations for help, the Council of the League of 
Nations established a commission of inquiry.
      The report of the commission recommended 
providing financial aid to Liberia with certain conditions 
that reflected concerns that the government of Liberia 
would not be able to pay a renegotiated loan without 
some level of monitoring. Some European powers in the 
League of Nations had advocated a mandate status for 
Liberia, a move which would have abrogated the 
independence of the Republic.

        President Barclay and other members of his cabinet 
objected to the proposed conditions on the grounds that 
they would infringe upon the sovereignty of Liberia. For 
example, one of the conditions would have required that 
the League's Delegates be placed in key positions within 
the Liberian government. After Barclay implemented 
some of the measures that had been proposed by the 
League of Nations, U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt 
restored diplomatic relations with Liberia in 1934. After 
three years of negotiation, an agreement was reached 
along lines suggested by the League.
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 Mr. Bah noted, if a food 
regulatory authority or board 
is established, it will curtail 
many of those substandard 
and expired foods landing into 
the country and will help the 
citizens keep healthy.

He said, many of those 
s i c k n e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  
hammering people now, are 
due to the kind of foods 
ingest.

He asserted that some 
business entities in the 

country are selling and 
advertising food and drinks 
without testing it, making the 
public to believe that they are 
selling the right product.

“Liberia needs a Food 
Regulatory body or board to 
help save the nation from 
expired, substandard and 
contaminated food and drinks. 
There are business entities 
here are involved in importing 
and producing such foods and 
drinks to create more sickness 

  United Kingdom 
(UK) trained Public AHealth Specialist has 

cautioned the Government of 
Liberia to setup a food 
regulatory board in order to 
get all food entering Liberia 
examined.

T h e  C o u n t r y  
Representative for Life for 
African Mothers (LFAM), a UK 
based organization, Abdul-
rahmanFayiah Bah, said, 90% 
of foods and drinks entering 
the soil of Liberia are not 
scrutinized and many of those 
are not of standard while 
some are also expired to be 
consumed by the citizenry.

According him, this could 
cause serious health hazard 
to the struggling public if 
something are not done 
swiftly.

H e  s a i d  e x p i r e d ,  
s u b s t a n d a r d  a n d  
contaminated food creates 
food poison, which is a health 
complication that may not be 
easy handle by government 
and its partners and this, he 
said create serious economic 
and financial destitution to 
the nation and people.

for our people and this can only 
be curtailed when the National 
government can create a food 
regulatory board to examine all 
foods and drinks coming into 
the country and even those 
that are produced here,” he 
said.

The University Lecturer 
disclosed a two day Global 
Engineering Symposium at the 
University College of London 
which ran from July 9-10, 2019 
he took some of those food and 
drinks with him for test at one 
of the best laboratories, many 
of them were substandard for 
human use and some were 
expired and contaminated.

The London’s symposium 
brought together global health 
experts, to create innovations 
that will tackle large amount of 
global health issues. Those 
innovations take into accounts 
in new technologies, social, 

will generate.
Earlier, UL president Dr. 

Ophelia Inez Weeks hailed Vice 
President Taylor as a very 
strong supporter of the 
University, saying she served as 
trustee for many years.

Dr. Weeks asserts that UL is 
at a stage where it can no 
longer depend solely on the 
f i n a n c i a l  a l l o t m e n t  
contributed by the Liberian 
government.

In view of the many 
competing priorities that 
government has, Dr. Weeks 
explains that UL has to look out 
for other means of getting 
resources to be able to 
maintain and sustain itself.

“We feel that a printing 
press is one of the ways that we 
can do that,” she says, adding 
that UL spends a lot of money 
on printing, but it can be 
reduced when the printing 
press is established and used as 
a  means of  generat ing 
revenues.

Also speaking, UL Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 

po l i t i ca l ,  Cu l tu ra l  and  
economic factors.

Naming few of the drinks 
and foods, the medical 
practitioner pointed at bitter 
coal drinks (alcohol and non-
alcohol) and some of those 
local made, imported alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic drinks. 
Others are rice, chicken, 
Maggie cube and salt among 
many that are imported and 
produced here not good for 
human consumption and can 
deve lop  se r ious  hea l th  
complications.

When established, the 
regu l a to r y  body  wou ld  
determine the best food and 
drinks for public consumption.

The Liberian Public Health 
Specialist added that these are 
some of the underlining factors 
of obesity, hypertension 
diabetes and other major 
health conditions. If not attend 
to, it will cause casualties for 
t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  
generations to come.   

and Chair of the Centennial 
Commencement Committee 
Dr. William Ezra Allen stresses 
the need to do the UL printing 
press project quickly so that 
some other institution doesn’t 
take the lead.

“What can we do? All we can 
do is to help to raise funds. I 
have mentioned that the total 
number of graduates, the 
approximate total is about 
38,000 from 1861 to the 
p r e sen t .  Abou t  3 8 , 000  
graduates. And if  each 
graduate gives ten dollars, we 
are on our way to realizing our 
goal to buy a printing press,” 
Dr. Allen says.

According to Dr. Allen, the 
printing press is needed where 
faculty who write papers, 
dissertation, thesis or do 
research can publish their 
work.

In addition to the printing 
press, Dr. Allen says a Time 
Capsule will be established to 
store the University and other 
institution’s data which will be 
opened in 2119.

Commencement Committee 
Dr. William Ezra Allen and 
others for the groundbreaking 
ceremony at Fendall. 

The University authorities 
had earlier earlier announced 
a target of US$700,000 for the 
project, appealing for public 
financial support to help 
achieve the initiative.

B e f o r e  t h e  
groundbreaking, Madam 
Taylor makes two promises to 
the University, saying “we” 
are discussing the budget and 
she will try her best to see 
what can come out of that 
process for the printing press.

Secondly, she pledges to 

make a monthly contribution 
of US$500.00 for the first year, 
mandating the University to 
pick up the first US$500.00 on 
Friday, 23 August.

In an effort to encourage 
University staff and authorities 
to make their minimum 
contribution towards the 
printing press project, Madam 
Taylor estimates that if 20,000 
persons contribute $75.00 
each, the money needed would 
be raised.

She applauds the printing 
press project, saying a lot can 
happen if UL has a printing 
press to print exams for the 
West African Examination 
Council (WAEC) and books for 
Liberian authors instead of 
d o i n g  t h e s e  c o n t r a c t s  
elsewhere.

According to her, the 
printing press can become an 
asset to UL especially in these 
difficult times and help to cut 
the difficulties in addressing 
salaries, benefits, papers and 
ink, among others.

Madam Taylor asserts that a 
lot of the universities around 
the world are actual ly 
supported in large amounts by 
the alumni and others.

She tells UL staff that if 
everyone can just pledge to 
pay $500.00 or US$5.00 per 
month out of their salaries for 
five months, it would be 
surprising what the University 

he State -  run 
University of Liberia T(UL) has broken 

ground for the establishment 
of a state - of - the - art 
printing press to help 
generate additional revenues 
to maintain and sustain itself 
b e y o n d  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  
financial allocations.

Liberia’s Vice President 
Jewel Howard - Taylor on 
Tuesday, 22 August led UL 
President Dr. Ophelia Inez 
Weeks, UL Vice President for 
Academic  A f f a i r s  and  
Chairman of the University’s 
1 0 0 t h  C e n t e n n i a l  
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Set up food regulatory board
-GoL urged

Abdul-rahmanFayiah Bah

UL breaks grounds for printing press
By Winston W. Parley

THIS IS TO INFORM THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
THAT A PASSPORT BRLONGING TO MR. 
FALLAH OMEGA JOHNSON, A RESIDENT OF 
CONGO TOWN IS MISSING.

THIS PASSPORT GOT MISSING LAST YEAR I 
LIBERIA IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER AD 
2018 DURING MY ACCOUNT OPENING 
PROCESS AT ACCESS BANK LIBERIA IN 

MONROVIA.THE MISSING PASSPORT NUMBER IS: L220928.
 I THEREFORE OTAINED THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS AS 

REQUIRED BY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS:
1. CONFIRMATION CLEARENCE FROM LIBERIA IMMIGRATION 

SERVICES (LIS)
2. CLEARENCE OF CONFIRMATION FROM THE LIBERIA 

NATIONAL POLICE (LNP)
3. CORNFIRMATION CLARENCE FROM INTERPOL OF THE 

LIBERIA NATIONAL POLICE
4. COMMUNICATION TO THE CHIEF OF RECORDS AND 

IDENTIFICATION, LIBERIA NATIONAL POLICE.

  MISSING PASSPORT
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candidate and supporters by 
the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC).

In a press statement dated 
21 August, the Unity Party, 
Liberty party, Alternative 
National Congress and All 
Liberian Party indicate that 
the unprovoked assault and 
aggression was inspired and 
proceeding from the CDC 

campaign launch speech by 
CDC Standard Bearer President 
George Manneh Weah against 
their candidates, especially 
Ms. Telia Urey.

The parties observe that the 
UN and ECOWAS Special 
Representative are fully 
abreast of the incidence of 
willful and brutal attacks 
against the members of the 
Collaborating Political Parties 
(CPP), all under the watchful 
eyes of the Liberia National 
Police (LNP).

Yet, the collaborating 
parties say the international 
partners’ joint statement 
i gnored  the  reg i s tered  
complaints to the National 
Elections Commission (NEC) 
and the Ministry of Justice 
which were copied to the UN, 
E C O W A S  S p e c i a l  
Representative, EU and US 
Embassy.

“And of particular concern, 
is the insinuation that these 
acts are said to be perpetrated 
by parties to include CPP 
supporters, and not as they 
were flagrantly perpetrated 
and carried out by CDC 
hooligans,” the CPP notes.--
Press statement

h e  f o u r  
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  Tpolitical parties 

here have complained that a 
recent joint statement issued 
by Liberia’s international 
partners including the UN and 
ECOWAS is does not recognize 
the spate of the deliberate 
and unprovoked assault and 
aggression against their 

h e  H o u s e  o f  
Rep re sen ta t i ve s  Ti n s t r u c t s  t h e  

Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning here 
to halt salary payment on the 
FY2019/2020 Draft National 
Budget before the 54th 
Liberian Legislature for 
debate until it is passed into 
law.

Instead, it calls on the 
Ministry of Finance to 
continue payment of Civil 
Servants Salaries from the 
2017/2018 National Budget, 
pending enactment of the 
new budget.

The House took the 
d e c i s i o n  a f t e r  t h r e e  
communications from Rep. 
R i c h a r d  N .  K o o n  o f  
Montserrado County district# 
11, Rep. Clarence Massaquoi 
of Lofa County district #3, 
Rep. Francis S. Dopoh of River 
Gee County district #3, Rep. 
Vincent S.T. Willie and Rep. 
Thomas A. Goshua of Grand 
B a s s a  C o u n t y ,  a n d  
Montserrado County Rep. 
Hanson S. Kiazolu wrote 
plenary, seeking to invite the 
Minister of Finance and 
Development Planning,  
Samuel D. Tweah to provide 
justification of  reports that 
the government has begun 
execution of its salary 

attempted, if not ongoing 
harmonization implantation 
process could render the 
legislature unable to pass the 
national budget for fiscal year 
2019/2020 as required by the 
Public Financial Management 
Act of 2009.

He further argues the action 
of the Ministry has the 
propensity to bring the 
Honorable Legislature to 
public disrepute.

Rep. Dopoh reminds his 
colleagues that the President 
through the Ministry of Finance 

ha rmon i z a t i on  s cheme  
ou t s i de  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  
approval.

According to Rep. Dopoh, it 
i s  t ime the  House  o f  
Representatives place a 
freeze on implementation of 
the salary harmonization with 
immediate effect to save the 
country from embarrassment 
such as questions of   rule of 
law and potential inefficiency 
that could engulf government 
if the exercise were allowed 
to take effect as planned.

He says due to the 

and Development Planning 
submitted the draft national 
budget for FY2019/2020 on 
July 2, 2019 without those 
required documents and had its 
first reading on July 12, 2019. 

He specifically cites that 
Section 16.2 and 16.5 of the 
Decent Work Act provides for 
notification of wage rate to 
employees and protection of 
w a g e s  f r o m  u n l a w f u l  
deduction, but these provisions 
were not considered in the 
harmonization process.

Also speaking, Rep. Koon 
notes that whilst they support 
the payroll harmonization 
process, which could help 
streamline spending and 
reduce the massive disparities 
in the salary structure of public 
s e r v a n t s ,  i t ’s  e q u a l l y  
imperative to proceed properly 
by considering the legal 
framework.

He reveals that series of text 
message directed to his mobile 
p h o n e  s u p p o s e d l y  b y  
employees of government 
speak to significant reduction 
of monthly salary, detailing 
that one notable message came 
from a woman claiming to be a 
healthcare worker assigned in 
one of Liberia’s southeastern 
counties, suggesting that her 
salary has been reduced from 
37,000 to 13,000 Liberian 
dollars.

Koon says besides payment 
of salary to employees, 
lawmakers have equally been 
informed by credible sources 
within the Ministry of Finance 
and Development Planning that 
the government has started 
executing the FY2019/2020 
Dra f t  Nat iona l  Budget ,  
currently before the House for 
scrutiny. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

    FRIDAY       AUGUST   23

More headline news   More headline news

Political parties unhappy 
with international partners

students had to observe.
But giving her experience 

from a recent commencement 
at a university here, she 
decries the lack of respect she 
observed there when people 
were taking pictures and 
making noise.

“It just seems as if we are 
producing a group of young 
people who have no idea of the 
enormity of the task that we 
will continue to face if we do 
not change the way we do 
business,” she says.

According to the Vice 
P r e s i d e n t ,  a l l  o f  t h e  
universities across the country, 
high schools and elementary 
schools are processing what is 
seen today, adding that one can 
not plant bitter balls and get 
pepper.

She laments that “we” have 
an entire generation that has 
no idea about etiquette and 
just live anyhow and do 
whatever they please.

great nation, she implores UL 
to help Liberia produce the 
calm, respectful, committed 
and thoughtful citizens that it 
can produce.

She wants UL to produce 
citizens that will be imbued 
with all the light they can shed, 
and endowed with all the 
wisdom they can bring to bear, 
with the foresight and insight 
needed to be the building 
blocks of the nation, not for 
themselves alone but for 
posterity.

“We should no longer 
continue to find excuses for the 
new educational paradigm - to 
just want a degree; a piece of 
paper; without the necessary 
a n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
development of the values, 
character, self restraint, 
perseverance and ability to see 
the long view,” says Madam 
Taylor.

The Vice President recalls 
that when she went to UL as a 
high school graduate, there 
were very strict rules that 

VP Taylor questions 
Cont’d from back page

House halts payment from new budget
By Bridgett Milton
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auraient servi à des poursuites 
? Vous pensez qu'ils ont accepté 
?jamais ! Alors, les gens 
devraient arrêter de penser de 
cette façon », a déclaré le 
sénateur Weseeh.

Selon lui, la création d'un 
tribunal chargé de juger les 
auteurs des crimes de guerre 
nécess i te  beaucoup  de  
ressources, car la collecte de 
preuves, de faits et de 
documents se fera aux frais du 
gouvernement libérien avant 
q u e  l a  c o m m u n a u t é  
internationale n'envisage de la 
création de ce tribunal.

Le sénateur de River Gee ne 
pense pas que le Libéria 
dispose actuellement de cet 
argent.

Il estime que ce type de 
tribunal n’est plus nécessaire 
aujourd’hui, car il ne peut pas 
nourrir les libériens ni réduire 
le coût de la vie auquel sont 
confrontés les citoyens.

Pour ce qui concerne le 
t r i b u n a l  d e s  c r i m e s  
économiques, il a indiqué 
également qu'il existe des lois 
dont on peut se servir pour 
poursuivre ceux qui sont 
soupçonnés d’avoir commis des 
crimes économiques.

Parlant du 16eanniversaire 
de l'Accord de paix global, le 
sénateur Wesseh a exprimé sa 
gratitude aux Libériens « pour 
le niveau de coopération dont 
ont fait preuve les citoyens et 
le gouvernement depuis la 
signature du document de paix 
».

Le 18 août 2003, des 

eaucoup de libériens 
appellent de leurs Bv œ u x  

l’établissement d’un tribunal 
de crimes de guerre au 
Libéria pour juger les 
seigneurs de guerre qui se 
seraient rendus coupables de 
crimes contre l’humanité et 
crime de guerre.Pourtant, ce 
vœu n’est pas réalisable, du 
moins pour le moment, 
estime le Wesseh du comté de 
River Gee.

S'exprimant au micro du 
quotidien New Dawn le 
mercredi 21 août à son 
bureau au parlement, le 
sénateur Wesseh a expliqué 
que la mise en place 
complète d'un tribunal des 
crimes de guerre n’est pour 
tout de suite compte tenu de 
la situation économique 
actuelle du pays.

Le sénateur Wesseha 
affirmé que beaucoup se 
trompent sur l'opinion selon 
laquelle les documents 
rassemblés lors des audiences 
t h é m a t i q u e s  d e  l a  
Commission de vérité et 
réconciliation (CVR) seront 
utilisés à des fins de 
poursuites si un tribunal de 
crimes de guerre est établi.

Libériens, parmi lesquels des 
chefs de guerre, des chefs de 
factions belligérantes et des 
défenseurs des droits de 
l'homme se sont réunis à Accra, 
au Ghana, pour signer l'accord 
de paix global mettant fin aux 
14 années de guerre civile 
brutale.

« De nombreux acteurs 
avaient est imé que les 
Libériens ne respectaient pas 
les accords de paix, mais le CPA 
reste depuis lors vital et 
constitue une base solide pour 
la paix et la stabilité dont jouit 
le pays aujourd'hui ».

L'ancien ambassadeur a 
appelé le gouvernement à avoir 
le courage de faire preuve 
d'une grande tolérance quoique 
« l'opposition ait des opinions 
très vives et très contrariantes 
». Il a conseillé au président 
G e o r g e  M a n n e h We a h d e  
continuer à promouvoir la paix 
en permettant aux gens de 
faire entendre leur voix.

Il a en outre exhorté le 
président à veiller à ce que les 
députés de l'opposition soient 
dûment respectés.

Wesseh s'est dit consterné 
par les récents regains de 
violence à Monroviaà l’issue 
des élections législatives 
partielles.

Le sénateur du comté de 
River Gee a indiqué que les 
responsables des agences de 
sécurité sont appelés à fournir 
au Sénat des informations 
détaillées sur la manière dont 
ces facteurs révoltants peuvent 
être traités avec dédicace.

Ila d’ailleurs rappelé aux 
Libériens que l'Accord de paix 
global (CPA) signé à Accra 
(Ghana) interdit de telles 
act ions  de  la  part  du  
gouvernement libérien ou de 
quiconque.

Wesseh, qui fut l'un des 
signataires du CPA, a affirmé 
que le document de paix a 
t o t a l e m e n t  e x c l u  d e  
poursuivre en justice ceux qui 
ont été amenés à témoigner 

Q u a t r e  a n c i e n s  
responsables de la Banque 
centrale du Liberia (CBL) ont 
été inculpés de blanchiment 
d'argent et arrêtés dans 
l'enquête sur l'entrée de 
billets dans le pays entre 2016 
et 2018, a-t-on appris 
mercredi de source judiciaire 
et d'un avocat des prévenus.

Ce s  qua t re  anc i en s  

mandat d'arrêt aux suspects 
avec inculpation, ainsi ils 
pourront être informés du 
nouveau crime qui leur est 
r e p r o c h é "  r e l a t i f  a u  
blanchiment d'argent, a 
indiqué le juge Blamo Dixon 
d'un tribunal de la capitale 
M o n r o v i a ,  d a n s  u n e  
o r d o n n a n c e  j u d i c i a i r e  
parvenue mercredi à l'AFP.

Les jurés "ont fait le 
s e r m e n t  d e  f a i r e  d e s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s "  s u r  c e  
blanchiment reproché aux cinq 
prévenus. Ces derniers, 
"pendant leurs fonctions, sans 
autorisation de la CBL, en 
connaissance de cause et 

devant la CVR, précisant qu'il 
existe une clause dans le CPA 
qui stipule que les témoignages 
donnés au cours des audiences 
sont fondés sur des faits 
historiques, le processus de 
guérison, et non pour des 
poursuites judiciaires.

«Vous pensez que les chefs 
de guerre et les acteurs de 
guerre conviendront un jour 
que les documents et les 
t é m o i g n a g e s  r e c u e i l l i s  

responsables de la CBL ont été 
inculpés et arrêtés mardi en 
même temps qu'un fils de l'ex-
présidente Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf (2006-2018), Charles 
Sirleaf, pour blanchiment 
d'argent, nouvelle charge 
retenue contre les cinq 
prévenus, selon la même 
source judiciaire. Mais M. 
Sirleaf a été libéré quelques 

intentionnel lement,  ont 
conspiré avec l'intention de 
blanchir de l'argent et de 
s a b o t e r  l ' é c o n o m i e  
libérienne", selon cette 
ordonnance.

"Ils ont escroqué la CBL et le 
gouvernement en imprimant 
illégalement un surplus de 
dollars libériens d'un montant 
de 2,645 milliards de dollars à 
injecter sur le marché 
libérien", indique le même 
document.

Outre Charles Sirleaf, les 
quatre personnes inculpées 
puis arrêtées sont Milton 
Weeks, DoctorHagba, Richard 
Walker et Joseph Dennis.

heures après pour raison de 
santé, a indiqué mercredi son 
avocat à l'AFP.

Les cinq ex-dirigeants de la 
CBL avaient en mars été 
inculpés de "complot criminel" 
et de "sabotage économique" 
puis arrêtés à la suite de 
l'enquête sur l'entrée de billets 
dans le pays entre 2016 et 
2018. Ils avaient ensuite été 
libérés sous caution à des dates 
différentes.

Il leur était notamment 
reproché d'avoir fait imprimer 
sans autorisation un excédent 
de billets pour un montant de 
2,645 milliards de dollars 
libériens (14,4 millions d'euros 
ou 16,3 M USD), dont ils ne 
peuvent justifier l'utilisation, 
selon l'accusation.

Des investigations d'une 
c o m m i s s i o n  d ' e n q u ê t e  
présidentielle ainsi que l'audit 
d'un cabinet américain, réalisé 
à la demande des Etats-Unis, 
sollicités par le Liberia, 
avaient auparavant porté sur 
l 'entrée au Liberia d'un 
montant de quelque 16 
milliards de dollars libériens 
(99 millions USD ou 87 millions 
d'euros) destinés à la CBL.

La justice "décerne un 

Sen. Conmany B. WessehSen. Conmany B. Wesseh Sen. Prince Y. Johnson Sen. Prince Y. Johnson 

Amb. John W. Gbedze
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Quatre ex-responsables de la Banque 
centrale arrêtés pour blanchiment d'argent

Le Libéria ne serait pas prêt pour accueillir 
un tribunal de crimes de guerre
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ONDRES – J’ai récemment visionné le 
documentaire The Man Who Was Too Free, Lfilm émouvant sur l’histoire du politicien 

dissident russe Boris Nemtsov, abattu devant le 
Kremlin en 2015. Jeune étoile politique séduisante 
et montante dans les années 1990, Nemtsov 
refusera de céder face à l’autoritarisme du 
président russe Vladimir Poutine. Il rejoindra 
l’opposition, ce qui lui vaudra harcèlements, 
emprisonnement, et qui lui coûtera finalement la 
vie. Ce documentaire suscite une réflexion sur la 
disparition progressive de l’héroïsme et du courage 
dans l’existence moderne, ainsi que sur le destin 
de la Russie.

L’héroïsme est en général le produit de situations 
extrêmes – guerres et conflits violents. Or, le mode 
de vie occidental actuel n’a plus grand chose 
d’extrême, ce qui conduit au déclin de cette valeur 
qu’est l’héroïsme. Cette valeur reste pour autant 
présente dans la majeure partie du reste du 
monde, y compris en Russie.

Tout héros est à la fois noble et autodestructeur. Il 
ou elle préfère non seulement mourir avec honneur 
que vivre dans le déshonneur, mais également périr 
dans la jeunesse et la gloire que traverser une 
longue existence faite de compromis, aux honneurs 
faciles (qui seront oubliés). Dans l’Iliade de 
Homère, Hector proclame : « Maintenant le destin 
m’a saisi, toutefois je ne mourrai point sans gloire 
». L’existence héroïque est intrinsèquement 
tragique, que seule l’immortalité récompense.

Nemtsov était fait de cette étoffe. Selon plusieurs 
intervenants du documentaire, il pensait qu’en 
qualité d’ancien ministre, autrefois successeur 
favori de Boris Eltsine, il ne serait pas assassiné. Il 
m’apparaît toutefois que Nemtsov a mis le régime 
de Poutine au défi de le tuer.

À la différence de l’héroïsme, le courage n’est pas 
nécessairement tragique. Il subit néanmoins un 
destin similaire. La guerre, principal théâtre des 
actes de bravoure, ne revêt plus la même forme 
qu’autrefois, désormais plus mécanique. Et si nous 
admirons toujours à juste titre les actes de courage 
personnel, nous n’exigeons plus cette vertu 
publique. Nous n’attendons plus de nos dirigeants 
qu’ils soient les rois conduisant leurs troupes dans 
la bataille, mais simplement qu’ils se montrent 
compétents et suffisamment solides.

Le courage moral, distinct du courage physique, 
est une vertu davantage civique que militaire. Une 
personne peut redouter les blessures physiques, 
mais n’avoir peur de rien sur le plan moral. Ce 
courage moral a cependant toujours été moins 
admiré que la bravoure physique, car il s’inscrit à 
contre-courant. Les dirigeants politiques le 
craignent dans la mesure où il expose la vérité au 
pouvoir, tandis qu’il met les foules mal à l’aise en 
les confrontant à leurs préjugés.

D’un point de vue éthique, le courage moral est 
considéré comme la plus haute forme de bravoure 
à l’ère libérale, car il est volontaire, et non 
instinctif. Sa valeur décline cependant, tout 
comme les réactions qui s’y opposent. Des opinions 
autrefois considérées comme courageuses sont 
aujourd’hui devenues simplement « polémiques », 
et bien qu’elles puissent conduire à la perte d’un 
emploi ou de certains amis, elles ne mènent plus au 
bûcher.

Dès les années 1660, le philosophe Thomas Hobbes 
préfigure le déclin de l’héroïsme et du courage 
dans la cité, lorsqu’il écrit au sujet des citoyens 

que « moins ils osent, mieux c’est pour le bien 
commun et pour eux-mêmes ». Le développement du 
professionnalisme, ainsi que du commerce et du 
secteur manufacturier dans un cadre de paix, réduit 
la nécessité d’actes héroïques ou courageux. La 
tendance globale des sciences modernes et de 
l’organisation sociale consiste à créer un monde dans 
lequel la bravoure et d’autres vertus ne seront plus 
nécessaires. En Occident à tout le moins, les actes 
d’héroïsme et de vaillance sont désormais confinés à 
la scène et au grand écran, où nous pouvons nous 
contenter de les admirer sans avoir à en subir les 
conséquences.

Héroïsme et courage ont toujours été considérés 
comme des vertus masculines. Dans son célèbre 
discours de Tilbury, à l’époque de l’Armada 
espagnole, la reine d’Angleterre Elizabeth I donne 
raison au stéréotype en déclarant « Je sais que j’ai le 
corps d’une femme faible et fragile, mais j’ai le cœur 
et les trippes d’un roi ». Les femmes au cœur 
d’homme sont alors considérées comme rares. 
Inversement, Hobbes fait valoir que les « hommes au 
courage féminin » devraient être exemptés d’armée, 
compte tenu du risque de les voir déserter. De même, 
Adam Smith et bien d’autres diront avoir la crainte 
que le commerce rende le peuple « efféminé et lâche 
».

L’immense vivier de courage largement inexploité 
des femmes, notamment moral, a été largement 
ignoré par les écrivains (masculins). Or, 
l’émancipation des femmes a été le résultat d’un 
courage croissant de leur part. Hannah Arendt, qui 
fuit l’Allemagne hitlérienne dans les années 1930, 
fera preuve d’une force morale exemplaire dans 
l’écriture de son ouvrage de 1963 intitulé Eichmann à 
Jérusalem : Rapport sur la banalité du mal, qui traite 
du procès du cerveau logistique de la Shoah. Il n’est 
pas non plus surprenant qu’un certain nombre de 
jeunes femmes telles que l’adolescente Greta 
Thunberg émergent en tant que leaders politiques 
écologistes. C’est ainsi que les femmes compensent 
le déclin du courage masculin dans la vie publique, ce 
qui met profondément mal à l’aise de nombreux 
hommes.

Ceci nous ramène à Nemtsov et à la Russie. En 1996, 
Nemtsov est le seul politicien russe « libéral » à faire 
valoir que le Parti communiste, alors récemment 
renversé puis en tête dans les sondages, devrait 
concourir dans le cadre du processus électoral pour la 
présidence du pays, considérant que seule cette voie 
permettra d’instaurer une tradition de transfert 
légitime du pouvoir. D’autres libéraux russes y voient 
une folie. La réélection d’Eltsine sera le fruit de la 
corruption, et son successeur Poutine se maintiendra 
au pouvoir par une forme de dictature allégée. 
Nemtsov aura fait preuve de clairvoyance en 
défendant la véritable démocratie comme la seule 
forme moderne de régime politique légitime.

Depuis 2011, le règne de Poutine apparaît de plus en 
plus fragilisé par les manifestations croissantes à 
Moscou et dans d’autres villes de Russie. Lorsque les 
régime de ce type ne sont plus dignes de confiance 
dans l’instauration d’une prospérité économique, 
leur futur devient inéluctablement menacé par de 
nouveaux héros émergents dans l’opposition. Tel est 
l’enseignement qui se dégage non seulement en 
Russie, mais également au Moyen-Orient et en Asie de 
l’Est.

Dans la majeure partie du monde, la valeur de 
l’héroïsme est de retour. L’avenir pourrait bien 
résider non pas dans les dirigeants et diplomates, 
mais dans ces hommes – et ces femmes – qui ne 
redoutent pas la mort.

e secrétaire exécutif 
en chef  du Part i  Ldémocratique de Côte 

d’Ivoire (Pdci), ex-allié au 
pouvoir, Maurice Kakou 
Guikahué, a révélé mercredi 
une adhésion de la formation 
politique de Charles Blé 
G o u d é ,  l e  C o n g r è s  
panafricain pour la justice et 
l’égalité des peuples (Cojep) 
à  l a  p l a t e f o r m e  d e  
l’opposition ivoirienne, 
après un échange à La Haye.
M. Guikahué qui conduisait 
une délégation du Pdci, 
mandatée par Henri Konan 
Bédié, président du Parti 
démocratique de Côte 
d’Ivoire, s’est félicité de l’ « 
adhésion du Cojep à la 
plateforme non idéologique 
des partis politiques (de 
l’opposition) et des forces 
vives de Côte d’Ivoire pour la 
réconciliation ».
Il a fait savoir que « le Cojep 
est l’un des fondateurs de 
cette plate-forme parce que 

le Cojep a apposé sa 
signature à la charte de 
cette plateforme le 1er août 
dernier », avant de saluer 
son élection en qualité de 
président du Cojep, lors 
d’un congrès de ses militants 
dimanche à Abidjan.
« Nous sommes venus, au 
nom du président du PDCI-
R D A ( R a s s e m b l e m e n t  
démocratique africain), te 
sa luer,  t ’expr imer  sa  
compassion et aussi te 
féliciter pour le choix porté 
sur ta personne en qualité de 
président du Cojep », a 
poursuivi le secrétaire du 
Pdci.
M. Bédié, ajoutera-t-il, te « 
souhaite que, dans les 
prochains jours, tu sois 
totalement libre et que tu 
reviennes rapidement en 
Côte d’Ivoire et te remercie 
d’avoir facilité l’adhésion du 
Cojep à la plate-forme mise 
en place par les partis 
politiques de l’opposition 

significative ivoirienne.»
En retour, le président du 
Cojep, Charles Blé Goudé a 
exprimé sa gratitude à M. 
Henri Konan Bédié pour avoir 
dépêché une délégation de 
haut niveau pour le saluer. Il 
s’est dit « heureux et très 
honoré par cette visite 
conduite par son aîné le 
secrétaire exécutif en chef 
du PDCI-RDA ».
Charles Blé Goudé a en outre 
traduit « sa joie et sa 
reconnaissance et celles de 
ses collaborateurs pour 
l’affection témoignée en leur 
endroit par le président Henri 
Konan Bédié ». Il s’est par 
ailleurs dit « honoré dans 
cette situation où les fils et 
les filles de la Côte d’Ivoire se 
retrouvent ».
« Nous serons ensemble pour 
qu’on puisse rapprocher 
davantage les Ivoiriens et les 
amener à se parler de 
nouveau, car se sera faire 
preuve de ceux qui ont tiré 

leçon de la crise (post-
électorale de 2010-2011) que 
nous venons de connaître », a 
dit M. Blé Goudé.
A cette rencontre, ont 
participé entre autres, le 
directeur de Cabinet du 
président du Pdci, Narcisse 
N ’ D r i  K o u a d i o ,  e t  
AkossiBendjo, ancien maire 
de la commune du Plateau, le 
C e n t r e  d e s  A f f a i r e s  
d’Abidjan. Ce dernier, en exil 
en Europe. Ce dernier est 
poursuivi pour détournement 
de denier public.
M. Charles Blé Goudé est co-
accusé de l’ex-président 
Laurent Gbagbo dans les 
violences post-électorales 
ivoiriennes de 2010-2011 
ayant fait plus de 3.000 
m o r t s .  L i b é r é s  s o u s  
conditions, ils attendent une 
éventuelle relance des 
charges du procureur de la 
Cour pénale internationale 
(CPI).
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Le déclin et retour 
de l’héroïsme public

Par Robert Skidelsky

Côte d’Ivoire : L’adhésion du Cojep à la plateforme 
de l’opposition après une rencontre avec Blé Goudé
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eteran L iber ian 
m u s i c  n o w  a n  Vevangelist, Zack 

Zangar Roberts, protests 
flagrant violation of his 
intellectual property by 
several institutions and 
individuals. Zack thru his 
l a w y e r  l a m e n t s  t h a t  
institutions and individuals 
use one of his hit songs of the 
80s, “Sweet Liberia” over 
p romot i ona l  p rog rams  
w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  h i s  
intellectual right.  

He was part of a duo, Zack 
& Geebah (Zack Roberts and 
Geebah Swaray) that trailed 
Liberia and rest of the  world 
in the 1980s with hit songs, 
including “For the Love of 
Money”, “Keep On Trying”, 
“Jamming Africa”, “Linda”, 
and the ever raw “Sweet 
Liberia”, which preceded the 
1 9 8 5  G e n e r a l  a n d  
Presidential Elections that 
were rigged by slain Liberian 
President Samuel Kanyon 
Doe, leading to the December 

s e v e r a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
G o v e r n m e n t - s u p p o r t e d  
organizations for allegedly 
i n f r i n g i n g  u p o n  o r  
misappropriating his client (Mr. 
Zack Roberts’) intellectual 
property by using his works in 
their  programs without 
permission or reference.

Cllr. Karngar in a statement 
dated 13 August disclosed that 
over the last few months his 
client informed him that 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
( U S A I D )  We s t  A f r i c a n  
Biodiversity and Climate 
C h a n g e  P r o g r a m  i n  
collaboration with Fauna and 
Flora International (FFI), 
Partners in Development 
( PAV E D )  t h e  F o r e s t r y  
Development Authority (FDA) 
and First Lady Clar Marie 
Weah’s “She’s You Movement” 
have misappropriated his 
property rights.

The statement details that 
these institutions jointly and 
severally created derivatives 
works, which they are now 
broadcasting to the public 
through various media outlets 
without being licensed.

It says, because of this, Mr. 

disappearing from the stage.
He returned to Liberia 

following the civil war as an 
evangelist after receiving 
Jesus Christ as his Lord and 
Savior.

His lawyer Cllr. Finley Y. 
Karngar, specifically accuses 

24, 1989 rebel invasion led by 
now jailed former President 
Charles Ghankay Taylor.  

The duo subsequently 
separated and Mr. Swaray 
relocated to the United States, 
while Zack went his way, 

Roberts have done all within his 
means for these organizations 
to secure license agreement 
with him for his songs, but they 
have rejected such efforts to 
have this matter resolved.

The statement notes that 
despite this, the accused 
institutions continue wanton 
and reckless disregard for his 
property right, which is 
jealously guarded by the 
Constitution of Liberia and 
international treaties to which 
Liberia and the United States 
are members.

Hence, Mr. Roberts seeks 
assistance of the media and 
individuals to prevail on USAID 
Biodiversity and Climate 
Change Program and her 
partners to desist from further 
broadcasting his songs until 
they can quickly secure license 
otherwise, he will have no 
alternative but to seek legal 
means in protecting his 
intellectual property rights.

The New Dawn is yet to 
independently verify these 
claims with neither the 
institutions accused nor the 
Office of the First Lady of 
Liberia, Her Excellency, Clar 
Marie Weah.

With Ben Polee Wesee

culture & entertainment 
Zack Roberts demands intellectual rights 
-accused FDA, USAID, FFI, PAVED, First Lady Weah

Christop Vs. Bucky RawChristop Vs. Bucky Raw

or some time now 
since Liberian music Ftook center stage 

both at home and abroad, 
there have been beef among 
artists, leaving music lovers 
divided with some asking 
whether beef is good for the 
industry or not.

The term Beef is a 
representation of lyrical 
showdown between two 
art ists  (or  music ians)  
aggravated by personal 
quarrel, which if left to boil, 
breeds thorough hostility 
between the two till one of 
them is tongue lashed to 
submiss ion, deal ing a 

probable deathblow of 
his/her career. 

Beef is almost as old as hip 
hop itself, though in the early 
days of hip hop it might not 
have been referred to with 
the nickname beef.

Another definition says 
the word “Beef” is a slang 
that basically refers to deep 
hatred for someone or a 
thing. 

In the world of music and 
entertainment at large, 
beef ing  i s  a  common 
p h e n o m e n o n  w i t h i n  
celebrities. We could look 
back at the first and biggest 
Beefs of all time like the one 

different; today, we bring you 
the advantages of beefing to 
the music industry.

Befing in one way or the 
other leads to hard work 
between the parties involved.

Though most times artists 

n real life, compares 
leads to competition, Iwhen two musicians for 

example compete, they do it 
through their music trying to 
prove themselves better than 
their rival. 

This leads to the creation of 
more music which gets them 
more  hardwork ing  and  
efficient in their art thereby, 
pleasing their fans.

Believe it or not, the 
entertainment industry is a 
business affair and has its own 
way of success like every other 
business, most artists have 
allegedly been in fake beef 
just to get the attention of the 

will have beefs not related to 
anything concerning their 
music, from time to time we 
see beefs between artists who 
get compared to each other by 
their fans or by themselves. 

public. 
This is unfortunate because 

man by nature is quickly 
moved by negative vibes more 
than the positive. There are 
millions of people who will 
only want to listen to a song 
because it is an insult or a 
message addressed to another 
artist like the case of Liberian 
youth. 

Everyone will want to make 
a gist about it here by giving 
the artists involved in the beef 
an automatic promotion which 
they might not get that much 
attention without being 
involved in a beef.

between Notorious B.I.G and 
Tupac.

Now, let’s bring it down to 
our music industry here in 
Liberia; some of our famous 
artists Christop and Bucky Raw 
are tearing each other apart.

Practically, most people 
s ee  th i s  a c t  be tween  
celebrities as a negative 
impact to their art. As a 
matter of fact, the only thing 
most people will see good 
about a beef is the interesting 
slams both parties spew at 
each other.

But just as everything in life 
has positive and negative 
point of view, beefing is no 

Advantages and disadvantages 
Advantages and disadvantages of beef in the music industry

Mr. Zack RobertsMr. Zack Roberts

Christop Vs. Co-zeeChristop Vs. Co-zee
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he security of the 
Liberian people is Tbe i ng  s e r i ou s l y  

politicized and compromised 
as attempts Thursday, 22 
August by some members of 
the Liberian Senate to query 
heads of state security 
institutions, including the 
Police were thwarted by 
senators from President 
Geo rge  Weah ’s  r u l i ng  
Coalition for Democratic 
Change. 

The Chambers of the 
Liberian Senate nearly 
erupted into violence when 
ruling CDC Senator Henry 
Yallah (Bong County) made a 
motion to send a presentation 
made by the Joint Security 
t h a t  w a s  m e a n t  f o r  
questioning to the Committee 
on Judiciary, instead.

Senator Nyonblee Kangar-
Lawrence of Grand Bassa 
County, one of the crafters of 
a recent communication to 
Plenary that cited the Joint 
Security was in tears after the 
motion that denied any 
questioning was made on the 
floor, constraining her to 
empty a cup of tea in her hand 
on presiding officer and CDC 
Sena to r,  S aah  Jo seph   
(Montserrado County).

Senator Joseph, who is 
a l s o  C h a i r p e r s o n  o n  
Executive, presided over 
Thursday’s hearing on behalf 
of Senate President Pro-
tempore Albert Chie, also of 
the ruling establishment, who 
is reportedly out of the 
country.

Saah Joseph received the 

he National Election 
Commissions’ (NEC) TB o a r d  o f  

Commi s s i one r s ’ r u l i n g  
upholding the previous 
decision of its hearing 
officers citing an undefined 
“public policy” reason 
appears to set a dangerous 
p r e c e d e n c e  f o r  2 0 2 0  
Senatorial election.

T h e  N E C  B o a r d  o f  
Commissioners on Thursday 
denied and dismissed an 
appeal filed by Mr. Abu 
Kamara of the Coalition for 
Democratic Change or CDC in 
the disputed Montserrado 
County District #15 by-
election days after its hearing 
officers called for a rerun of 
the disputed electoral 
enters. 

“Based on the factual, 
legal and public policy 
reasons contained in the said 
ruling, same is hereby 
confirmed and affirmed,” the 
NEC Board of Commissioners 
said in their  decis ion 
Thursday August 22, 2019 
ruling.

T h e  N E C  B o a r d  o f  
Commissioners said the date 
o f  the  re run  wi l l  be  

vandalism.
The Grand Bassa County 

Senator was also denied an 
opportunity to produce video 
evidence on last Saturday’s 
bloody violence in District #15, 
on grounds that the video 
evidence wasn’t mentioned in 
her communication to Plenary.

“I wasted a cold cup of tea 
on him because I’m a woman, 
and the mother side of me 
came out. A cold cup of tea 
cannot make him feel anything 
like what those innocent 
citizens are feeling right now. 
We were to make decisions 
today to redeem the hope of 
the Liberian people and take 
them out of fear. Some of our 
leaders connived to disrupt 
today’s hearing. Everywhere is 
compromised”, laments Sen. 
Kangar-Lawrence, now the 
only female among the 30-
member senate.

Nyonblee further laments 

illegal seizure of legitimate 
votes and also a coup against 
democracy. He said the tally 
sheets show that “Abu 
obtained legitimate votes.”

The case is a fall out of a 
complaint of irregularities and 
electoral fraud filed against 
the ruling party and NEC by Ms. 
Telia Urey of the four 
collaborating opposit ion 
political parties following the 
July 29 by-election in the 
district.

Provisional results released 
by the NEC places Ms. Urey at 
42.68 percent, ahead of CDC’s 
Abu Kamara, 41.48 percent.

In his ruling Wednesday, 14 
August at the heavily guarded 
NEC headquarters in Monrovia, 
Hearing Officer Cllr. Munah 
Ville said Ms. Urey could not 
adequately provide pictorial 
evidences to prove beyond 
reasonable doubt, that there 
were discrepancies. However, 
he rule that there should be a 
rerun of the election in the 
disputed centers within the 
district. 

The CDC has vowed to take 
the matter before the Supreme 
Court.-Writes Othello B. 
Garblah

public humiliation as he 
walked down the stairs of the 
Senate Chambers yesterday 
without allowing the various 
heads of the Joint Security to 
directly face senators on the 
waves of violence and 
insecurity across Liberia, 
particularly the capital, 
Monrovia.

Plenary had cited the Joint 
Security to provide updates 
about ongoing investigations 
on violence in Montserrado 
County Districts#13 & 15, the 
flogging of Police Deputy 
I n spec to r  Gene ra l  f o r  
Operations (102) Col. Marvin 
S a c k o r  i n s i d e  t h e  
headquarters of the ruling 
CDC by partisans,  and the 
smashing of a vehicle that 
belongs to the former ruling 
Unity Party right in front of the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission recently in 
Monrovia, among other acts of 

announced in two working 
days.

The ruling follows an 
appeal filed by lawyers 
representing the ruling CDC 
Abu Kamara in the disputed 
polls.

Las week, NEC Hearing 
Officer presiding over the 
electoral fraud case called for 
a rerun of the poll in all 20 
quarantined centers within 10 
working days.

B u t  t h e  r u l i n g  w a s  
challenged by the CDC on 
grounds that NEC in its own 
ruling acknowledged that 
there was no fraud and 
irregularities and therefore it 
felt cheated out of its 
rightfully earned result.

Mr. Kamara argument is 
that if there were no fraud, 
then it means that the votes in 
question are valid and that 
there should not be a rerun 
but rather a recount since the 
ballot boxes from the said 
centers are believed to still be 
intact.

One  o f  the  lawyers  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C D C  
cand ida te ,  A t ty.  W leh  
described the NEC Board of 
Commissioners ruling as 

2019                              

that the entire Senate is 
compromised and they have 
lost their integrity, explaining 
that when the Police Inspector 
General Col. Patrick Sudue 
made his presentation before 
Plenary, she wanted him to be 
held in contempt and jail 
because the presentation was 
embarrassing.

S h e  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  
legislators have lost the trust of 
the people, and the country 
needs over $100 million to 
recover, but yet people are still 
stealing public funds.

Another crafter of the 
communication to Plenary to 
cite the Joint Security,  Senator 
Conmany B. Wesseh of River 
Gee County stood in shock, 
holding his waist and shook his 
head in sorrow when the 
motion shielding the security 
heads from senators’ questions  
was made.

He said they went to discuss 
the security of the Liberian 
people, noting, shamefully the 
chairman on Executive brought 
shame on himself.

 “ T h e  m a n  h a s  
demonstrated that he has no 
confidence in the senate, it’s a 
shame on him; they think about 
their pockets and themselves 
and not the Liberian people; 
there are few people giving the 
senate a bad name, but we will 
fight until the right thing is 
done”, Senator Wesseh insists.

Senator Sando Johnson of 
Bomi County notes the 
presiding officer’s action to  
abruptly call off the hearing 
was cleverly done to bring the 
senate to public disrepute. 

However, he maintains that 
will not stop their advocacy for 
the Liberian people, lamenting 
that the violence got some 
people in hospital and seriously 
injured, noting that Senator 
Joseph doesn’t have human 
feelings for those people.

“He did that to save the face 
of the CDC; the Police Director 
is also a CDCian, that’s why I 
don’t have trust in the current 
police leadership anymore; we 
n o w  h a v e  t o  p r o t e c t  
ourselves.” Sen. Johnson 
asserts in frustrations.

For his part, Margibi County 
Senator Oscar Cooper terms 
Senator Saah Joseph presiding 
over Plenary as criminal and 
likewise the motion from 
Senator Henry Yallah, which 
denied them the opportunity to 
question heads of the Joint 
Security. 

 “I don’t intend to sit under 
the gavel of Senator Saah 
Joseph anymore, the day 
anyone sees me sitting under 
Saah Joseph presiding, your 
should insult me, he is a 
criminal, he is playing with the 
peace and stability of the 
country, we will fight against it. 
The leadership of the Liberian 
police is the one bringing all 
the problems”, concludes Sen. 
Wesseh hails from the former 
ruling Unity Party.

Gbarpolu County Senator 

Daniel Naathan, Sr notes that 
these are the violence and 
in jus t i ces  that  s ta r ted  
gradually and eventually led to 
the 14 years of civil war in the 
country.

Newest member of the 
Liberian Senate Abe Darius 
Dillon of Montserrado County 
also laments he is very 
frustrated by Senator Joseph’s 
action, calling off the session, 
terming it as a conspiracy from 
the ruling establishment.  Sen. 
Dillon calls on the Liberian 
people  to vote for the right 
leaders in the 2020 Senatorial 
Election, who will help push 
their voices.

“When I say this place is 
rotten, people can say 
otherwise, but we will not stop 
the fight until the right thing is 
done. I am not worrying about 
my election next year; I am 
worrying over the Liberian 
people, the peace and security 
of the Liberia people. The 
Police lied without conscience, 
that they offered us security 
during our campaign and we 
refused”, Dillon recalls.

He says there are many 
things that need to be cleansed 
in order for the Liberian people 
to benefit, adding that the 
police spoke nothing about 
arrest or what they are doing 
for the safely of the Liberian 
people, because the police 
have become regime security, 
not state security.

During the Presentation of 
the Joint Security, Deputy 
Minister of Justice Nyantee 
Tuan argues that the police are 
there to protect everyone, 
saying the NEC should had 
incorporated security at every 
stage of the by-elections and 
the results, noting that during 
the results, NEC gave the police 
a very short notice but they 
were still there.

The Inspector General of the 
Liberia National Police Col. 
Patrick Sudue explains the 
District#13 violence is still 
under investigation, adding 
that the parties involved were 
issued letters to appear for a 
conference.

The Inspector General 
discloses that on the flogging of 
his deputy, (Police 102), he 
(Col. Sudue) wrote CDC 
lawmaker Acarous Gray and the 
ruling party Chairman Mulbah 
Morlu to come for the 
investigation, saying that 
Representative Gray said he 
m i g h t  a p p e a r  f o r  t h e  
investigation.

The Police Chief maintains 
he offered the var ious 
candidates Police protection 
whilst they were on their 
campaign rallies, but claims 
the candidates refused.

He explains that during the 
District#15 violence, no gun 
was fired, while calling on the 
Liberian Senate to approve the 
Police budget so they can 
operate effectively and 
eff ic iently.  -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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NEC sets dangerous precedence 

Presiding suppresses senators
By: Ethel A. Tweh
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“Forgive me, but I need to 
say in this academic setting - 
that when one looks around 
today  in  the  f ie ld  of  
governance across our Nation, 
and sees the missteps, 
mistakes and wrongs, I wonder 
if the instructors under whose 
hands the relevant persons 
have passed, even wonder - if 
they are responsible for those 

actions?” Madam Taylor 
wonders.

He r  a s se r t i on s  we re  
conta ined in  a  speech 
delivered Thursday, 22 August 
at the University of Liberia 
(UL) Fendal Campus during a 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
the University’s centennial 
printing press project.

She suggests that if “we” 
must return to the true 
meaning of education, the 
educational institutions must 
re - assess their entire systems, 
reformat and redefine their 
course of action in order to get 
the resulting current negative 
trajectory of students who 
pass through the walls of the 
institutions of higher learning.

“The University of Liberia, 
being the Nation’s premier 
Institution of Learning, with 
the highest number of students 
enrolled, must lead this 
change,” she says.

Paraphrasing former U.S. 
President John F.

 Kennedy’s statement, 
Madam Taylor suggests 
that if Liberia is to 
move forward to 
b e c o m e  t h a t  

ice President Jewel 
Howard - Taylor has Vq u e s t i o n e d  

i n s t r u c t o r s  w h o  h a v e  
nurtured leaders here if they 
hold themselves responsible 
for the missteps, mistakes 
and wrongs in the field of 
governance across Liberia 
today.
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ormer Ghana and 
N o t t i n g h a m  FForest forward 

Junior Agogo has passed 
away in a London hospital 
at the age of 40.

Although the cause of 
his death is yet to be 
known, Agogo suffered 
from a stroke in 2015 and 
had to battle public stigma 
during his recovery.

T h e  e x - G h a n a  
international had several 

gave Ghana a 2-1 win over 
arch-rivals Nigeria.

A g o g o  m a d e  h i s  
international debut for the 
West African country in 2006 
and he went on to score 12 
goals in 27 international 
appearances.

Prior to his death, the 
f o r m e r  S h e f f i e l d  
Wednesday and Bristol 
Rovers attacker went into 
the fitness training business 
in England.

stints across England, USA, 
E g y p t  a n d  h i s  l a s t  
competitive outing was at 
Hibernian back in 2012.

He was a standout player 
for Ghana at the 2008 Africa 
Cup of Nations on home soil 
where he scored three goals 
in six outings as the Black 
Stars settled for third-place.

His notable contribution 
during the continental 
competition was his late 
match-winning effort that 

VP Taylor questions educators

By Winston W. Parley
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Junior Agogo: Former Ghana international dies at age 40
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