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fricans have come 
out to boycott South AAfrica after days of 

l o o t i n g  a n d  v i o l e n c e  
targeting foreigners in which 
five people died.

Nigerian singers and 
Zambia's football team are 
a m o n g  t h o s e  i n  t h e  
boycott.South Africa's social 
development minister told 
the BBC the rioters feared 
l o s i n g  t h e i r  j o b s  t o  
foreigners.The country has 
become a magnet for  
migrants from other parts of 
Africa. It has one of the 
continent's biggest and most 
d e v e l o p e d  
e c o n o m i e s . N i g e r i a n  
Afrobeats star Burna Boy 
vowed to never go to South 
Africa again until  the 
government "wakes up".

He tweeted that he 
himself had had his own 
"xenophobic experiences at 
the hands of South Africans " 
in 2017.Another Nigerian 
s i n g e r,  T i w a  S a v a g e ,  
announced on Twitter she was 
pulling out of a concert she 
had planned to perform at in 
South Africa in September, 

condemning "the barbaric 
butchering of my people".It is 
not clear whether any 
Nigerians have died in the 
violence but the singer later 
clarified that "my people" 
c ou l d  be  an y  A f r i c an  
p e r s o n . T h e  N i g e r i a n  
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a l s o  
b o y c o t t e d  t h e  Wo r l d  
Economic Forum meeting in 

association has cancelled an 
international friendly match 
against South Africa scheduled 
to take place on Saturday in the 
capital, Lusaka.

"This is because of the 
security concerns, you never 
know what can happen," 
Football Association of Zambia 
secretary general Adrian 
Kashala, told AFP news agency. 
"We want to be sure of the 
security of [the] visiting team," 
he added.Authorities, such as 
t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  s o m e  
politicians, were reluctant to 
call these latest attacks 
xenophobic. They instead 
referred to the looting and 
torching of businesses as acts of 
criminality. Some observers say 
that this is because they are 
embarrassed.President Cyril 
Ramaphosa, however, did come 
out to condemn the attacks and 
insisted that "South Africa is 
home to all". His comments did 
not help quell the anger across 
the continent.

V i d e o s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
emerged of retaliatory attacks 
a g a i n s t  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
businesses across Africa.Police 
fired tear gas at angry 
protesters at a branch of the 
S o u t h  A f r i c a n - o w n e d  
supermarket Shoprite in the 
Nigerian capital, Abuja. 
Meanwhile, the South African 
mobile phone company MTN 
said it was closing all of its 
shops  i n  N i ge r i a  a f te r  
attacks.They are angry about 
South Africans attacking other 
A f r i c a n s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
country.Since Monday, mobs 
have been looting shops and 
torching trucks driven by 
foreigners in various parts of 
South Africa.

Police fired tear gas, rubber 
bullets and stun grenades in an 
a t t e m p t  t o  s t o p  t h e  
looting.Police say five people 
have been killed. They say two 
of those killed were South 
African and one was identified. 
They d id  not  g ive the 
nationalities of the other 

Cape Town. Vice-President 
Yemi Osinbajo was originally 
expected to attend the 
regional meeting between 
b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  a n d  
governments.

And the country has issued a 
travel warning to its citizens, 
tweets Nigerian President 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i ' s  
assistant.Zambia's football 

two.At least 189 people have 
been arrested.Some say 
foreigners are blamed for 
taking people's jobs, others say 
they are blamed for pushing 
drugs.

The attacks on foreign 
stores began a day after South 
African truckers started a 
nationwide strike on Sunday to 
p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
employment of foreign drivers. 
They blocked roads and 
torched foreign-driven vehicles 
mainly in the south-western 
KwaZulu-Natal province.It 
comes at a time of high 
unemployment and some South 
Africans blame foreigners for 
taking their jobs.

The unemployment rate in 
South Africa is nearly 28%, the 
highest since the labour force 
survey was introduced 11 years 
ago.The government minister 
responsible for small business 
d e v e l o p m e n t  t o l d  B B C  
Newsday that the rioters "feel 
there are other Africans coming 
into the country and they feel 
these Africans are taking our 
jobs".Lindiwe Zulu said the 
problems were caused by the 
movement of people across 
Africa.

"We are facing a challenge 
that is beyond South Africa as a 
country. This is an African 
problem", she said.

But others say drug-dealing 
blamed on foreigners sparked 
off these riots.South Africa 
experienced its worst outbreak 
of violence against foreigners 
in 2008, when more than 60 
people died.In 2015 unrest in 
the cities of Johannesburg and 
Durban claimed seven lives as 
immigrants were hunted down 
and attacked by gangs. Attacks 
became so bad that a sports 
field south of Durban was made 
into a makeshift refugee camp 
for Africans escaping the 
violent looters.And then in 
March this year, three people 
died after about 100 people 
attacked mostly foreign-owned 
small food shops in Durban.BBC

he government of 
P r e s i d e n t  TMuhamadu Buhari, 

on Wednesday, September 4, 
r e c a l l e d  N i g e r i a ’ s  
ambassador to South Africa 
over the recent xenophobic 
attacks on Africans resident 
in the country.

The News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) said this in a 

short  report quoting a 
presidential source.

“Nigeria recalls ambassador 
to South Africa, pulls out of 
World Economic Summit, 
demands full compensation - 
presidential source,” the 
report from the government 
agency said.

Legit.ng earlier reported 
that angry Nigerians went on 

rampage on Wednesday, 
September 4, in Abuja, the 
Federal Capital Territory, in 
protest against attacks on the 
country’s citizens in South 
Africa.

The protesters blocked the 
roads, burnt tyres and 
attacked a mast belonging to 
one of the telecommunications 
companies operating in 
Nigeria.

They also stormed business 
organisations with roots in 
South Africa forcing men of the 
Nigeria Police Force (NPF) to 
mobilize to the scene.The 
report  added that  the 
protesters were prevented by 
the police from attacking the 
mall.

A l so,  on  Wednesday,  
September 4, President Buhari 
held a meeting with Nigeria's 
vice president, Professor Yemi 
Osinbajo, 

in the wake of reported 
xenophobic attacks South 
Africa.The president held the 
strategic meeting with the vice 
president on Wednesday, 
S e p t e m b e r  4  a t  t h e  
Presidential Villa.Also present 
at the meeting was the 
minister of foreign affairs, 
Geoffrey Onyeama.AFP

Stars boycott South Africa 
over xenophobic attacks

A group of South African men gathered in Johannesburg 
for a second night of anti-foreigner rioting on Tuesday

Nigeria recalls envoy 
to South Africa

Nigeria recalls its ambassador 
in South Africa over xenophobia
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ORONTO – Last May, just before Uber’s 
$82.4 billion initial public offering, the Tcompany’s drivers, together with those 

for its fellow ride-hailing platform Lyft (many 
drive for both), participated in an 
international day of industrial action, holding 
demonstrations in 24 cities – from London to 
Melbourne to New York City – to demand higher 
pay and better working conditions. But 
grievances with ride-hailing companies that 
charge riders low fares and extract hefty 
commissions from drivers are not limited to 
rich economies.

In July, driver associations in Nairobi, Kenya, 
urged stoppages by those working for digital-
based ride-hailing services – including Uber, 
the Estonian company Bolt (formerly Taxify), 
and the locally owned Little Cab – over 
precisely such complaints. Although key 
players agreed to a set of payment principles 
last year, little changed in practice.

The rise of platform labor – digitally mediated 
service work – creates a policy conundrum. On 
one hand, it benefits consumers by providing 
low-cost on-demand services, and can benefit 
workers by giving them access to those 
consumers. In Kenya, at least 6,000 people 
work as drivers for ride-hailing platforms.

On the other hand, the quality of these new 
work opportunities remains unclear. While 
workers value the scheduling flexibility often 
offered by platforms, prices are set by opaque 
algorithms and corporate strategies. 
Companies are not accountable to their 
workers. It’s difficult to know precisely how 
many drivers there are, let alone what they are 
actually earning – though our early research in 
Kenya suggests there is reason to believe that 
it is not enough.

When ride-hailing companies first emerged, 
they attracted drivers with high fares. But, in 
an effort to increase ridership, they slashed 
prices over time. Because the additional rides 
were insufficient to offset the drop in per-mile 
rates, drivers’ hourly earnings plummeted.

This practice was apparent everywhere, but it 
was particularly painful for drivers in low-
income markets, where, unlike in the United 
States or Canada, they typically acquire a 
vehicle specifically for the job, using their 
savings or taking out loans. They may also lease 
vehicles from car owners, called “partners,” 
on fixed weekly terms.

As their earnings fell, drivers struggled to 
cover their fixed costs. Forced to work longer 
hours, some ended up in fatigue-related 
accidents, according to both drivers and local 
insurers. In response, Uber imposed new limits 
on drivers: they could work for no more than 12 
hours at a time, with at least a six-hour break 
in between.

For many drivers in Kenya, simply leaving the 
industry is not an option, owing to outstanding 

debts, depreciation of productive assets, and a 
lack of alternative income-generating options in 
a country where only 16% of workers have formal 
jobs. Desperate to make ends meet, many have 
been forced to maximize work hours by using 
multiple apps. Our early research in Kenya 
suggests that a typical driver in Kenya works 12-
hour days, six days per week.

Still, not all drivers support the strikes. Some – 
particularly those who purchased their own cars 
or have some offline clients – are relatively 
satisfied with the platforms. While they would 
prefer fairer rate-setting practices, they say the 
frequent strikes are not worth the lost revenue. 
These drivers report feeling pessimistic that 
government will intervene on their behalf. Some 
drivers we interviewed believe that driver-
association leaders organize strikes for self-
serving reasons.

But choosing not to participate in a strike carries 
significant risks. During the May strikes, 
participants used WhatsApp to divide 
themselves into groups, with each covering a 
geographic zone. Their job was to intercept 
drivers who, in their view, were undermining the 
cause. Sometimes, they damaged the spoilers’ 
vehicles or confiscated their mobile phones. As 
Benson, an early entrant into the online taxi 
business, told us, “Most drivers don’t work 
during strikes for their own safety and that of 
their cars, not because they are also striking.”

There is only one way to ensure that ride-hailing 
platforms deliver for both riders and drivers: 
better government regulation. To this end, 
governments must first clarify who has the 
relevant regulatory authority.

In Kenya, drivers are given permits by the 
National Transport Safety Administration. But 
platforms like Uber, which are registered as 
technology firms, are not under the NTSA’s 
jurisdiction. The Cabinet Secretary for Labor 
and Director General of the Competition 
Authority of Kenya also stated that intervening 
in platform pay was out of their respective 
remits. This leaves drivers with nowhere to turn 
when their interests are disregarded, and puts 
platforms at risk of more radical state 
intervention in the future.

Once a regulatory authority is designated, it will 
need to design effective policies, which requires 
data. As it stands, platforms not only control 
pricing, but also hold troves of rider and driver 
data, creating significant information 
asymmetries between platforms and drivers, 
and between platforms and policymakers. 
Regulators should insist on access to the 
information they need to make sound policy 
judgments.

Platforms that claim to be marketplaces should 
function more like competitive markets, and 
less like monopolies. Strikes can draw attention 
to the problem. But only well-crafted 
regulations can fix it.

In recent years, protests against ride-hailing platforms like 
Uber have proliferated around the world. Ultimately, however, 
there is only one way to ensure that such platforms deliver for 
both riders and drivers: better government regulation.

THE CURRENT SITUATION at the Capitol with lawmakers 
approving 1/12 spending of the FY2019/2020 draft 
national budget for the second time, pending formal 
endorsement of the financial instrument clearly indicates 
the Weah administration is sinking deeper into deficit 
spending.

APPREHENSIONS ABOUND THAT by the time the 54th 
Legislature approves the draft budget, it would have 
already been exhausted before the next fiscal period 
which begins in June, 2020.

LAST WEEK, THE Executive thru the Ministry of Finance 
and Development Planning informed the Legislature that 
it had expended the first 1/12 of the proposed budget, 
and warned that if another 1/12 were not approved in 
accordance with the Public Financial Management (PFM) 
law, the entire government risks shut down.

ACCORDINGLY, MEMBERS OF  the House of  
Representatives Tuesday approved another 1/12, 
representing US $47,500,000 of the proposed budget to 
enable government to operate smoothly, pending full 
enactment by the Legislature. 
      
SOME OF THE current challenges surrounding the budget 
may be attributed to delays in the first place by the 
Executive in submitting the draft budget in time, which 
should have been somewhere between April and May this 
year.

BUT THE EXECUTIVE submitted the financial instrument 
to the Legislature in June for scrutiny, which actually 
marks the start of the fiscal period. The House of 
Representatives is presently conducting hearings for 
Ministries and Agencies amid the repeated request for 
1/12 of the unapproved budget for expenditure.

THE POINT IS, by the time the House approves the budget 
and forward it to the Liberian Senate for concurrence, it 
might well been exhausted months before end of the 
fiscal period, leading to huge deficit spending in an 
economy that should practice austerity spending. What a 
paradox!

ONLY HEAVEN KNOWS when Liberians would get 
themselves out of this quagmire and put the economy in 
the right trajectory for growth and prosperity.

THE GOVERNMENT RECENTLY announced some austerity 
measures such as curtailing unnecessary travels by 
officials,   aimed at controlling spending. But the 
President himself led a very huge delegation to the just-
ended Tokyo International Conference on African 
Development or TICAD.
            
THE LIBERIAN DELEGATION left here for Tokyo, Japan 
days before the official start of the conference, which 
means spending more than is economically prudent at a 
forum meant to beg for assistance. The lack of discipline 
in our fiscal operations poses pressure on the national 
budget is being experienced at the Capitol.   

Government sinks deficit spending
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Your Driver Is 
Waiting – for a Raise

By Julie Zollmann & 
Olga Morawczynski
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UNICH – A monetary-policy regime centered on quantitative easing (QE) and 
zero or even negative interest rates has created an extraordinarily Mpermissive environment for politicians of a certain disposition. Those who 

are willing to exploit current conditions to boost their own popularity can expect 
clear sailing ahead – at least for now.

Throughout almost all of the advanced economies, monetary and fiscal 
policymaking are interacting in a new and unique way. Consider, for example, that 
the German government just issued 30-year bonds with a negative yield. That 
means it can borrow for free, and, in theory, do anything it wants – at no cost. And 
Germany is hardly alone, which is why it is not surprising to hear a growing chorus of 
voices calling for greater fiscal activism at the first sign of a growth slowdown.

Obviously, the current situation could have far-reaching monetary and distributive 
consequences, given that governments are gradually expropriating from the 
traditional rentiers. But that is just the start. Politics itself has always been about 
managing tradeoffs. Money spent in one area cannot be spent somewhere else. If 
nurses and doctors are paid more, teachers, police, or firefighters will be paid 
relatively less. Governments must choose between cutting taxes and building new 
high-speed rail links, aircraft carriers, or roads and bridges.

But now, unconventional monetary policy has given rise to an unconventional 
politics. In Europe, populist governments in Central and Eastern Europe have been 
especially good at playing the new game. They can buy off different political 
factions, raise child benefits, increase pensions, reduce the retirement age, build 
infrastructure, and cut taxes all at the same time. If the opposition pushes new 
spending proposals, the government can simply adopt those ideas as its own, 
ensuring its hold on power.

This new blurring of monetary economics and fiscal policy will inevitably lead to 
dysfunction. In the 1990s, when Europeans were considering whether to adopt the 
euro, the single currency was sold both as a disciplining instrument and as a means 
of sugarcoating the bitter tradeoffs of conventional politics. Joining the eurozone 
meant sacrificing some degree of sovereignty over fiscal policy; but membership 
would bring lower interest rates, thereby reducing the costs of government debt 
and freeing up resources for other uses.

Under the new dispensation, the increased temptation to spend is still there. But it 
comes with a new, peculiar limitation: the sugar fairy only sprinkles her magic dust 
on countries that pledge to remain within the circle. The moment the prospect of 
leaving is raised, the spell is broken, which is why even Euroskeptic politicians in 
Italy and France no longer entertain that option. Of course, the euro does not 
magically turn member-state governments into models of economic rectitude. On 
the contrary, they are now effectively rewarded for acting irresponsibly and 
unpredictably, while forcing monetary authorities into a more accommodating 
position.

The most obvious example of this gambit is in the United States, where President 
Donald Trump’s trade war and Twitter threats are fueling economic uncertainty and 
putting wind in the sails of doves on the Federal Open Market Committee. The Fed is 
now cutting interest rates to head off a growth slowdown. It is only a matter of time 
before European populists – British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán, and Matteo Salvini (whose ambition remains to become the 
Italian prime minister) double down on the same strategy.

Compounding the dysfunction, populists have latched onto new intellectual 
arguments, and are increasingly presenting themselves as serious, innovative 
thinkers. Their first task is to persuade voters that what they are doing is not 
dangerous. But this hasn’t been too difficult, given that voices celebrating the 
demise of the old liberal order are now heard across the political spectrum. 
Throughout the advanced economies, there is a widespread perception that since 
the 2008 financial crisis, the old rules have no longer applied.

The new narrative that has emerged is ideal for populists. It holds that the financial 
crisis discredited traditional economics, and that “neoliberalism” was a dangerous 
illusion. The neoliberal insight that came in for the greatest criticism after the crisis 
was that fiscal restraint is a virtue and rewards adherents with lower interest rates, 
cheaper credit, and enhanced consumer spending. According to the critics, 
government spending is not only free, but also an unalloyed good.

In this brave new economy, no one seems to be able to say authoritatively how much 
debt is dangerous. But that doesn’t mean there isn’t some level of debt that could 
trigger a dramatic reversal. If depositors and investors become nervous, debt could 
become expensive again, making the existing debt stock unsustainable. Only then 
will the populist magic stop working.

Those who want to restore conventional politics and the old rules find themselves in 
an unenviable position. Although they do not wish for an end to prosperity, they 
sound like they do when standing next to populists. Nobody wants to vote for 
Cassandra when Pollyanna is on the ballot. By the time Cassandra’s warnings are 
borne out, it is always already too late.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Money for Nothing

By Harold James
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Roberts International Airport

Lower Margibi County
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held to establish an eminent chapter of 
the Full Gospel Business Men’s 
Fellowship.

The delegation is comprised of past 
battalion commander of Nigeria’s first 
peacekeeping group under ECOMOG to 
Liberia, Rtd Gen. Yakubu Usman; Major 
General Peter Ebhalem; Medical 
Doctor Dr. Jeremiah Abutu; African 
Union - NEPAD Pan African Cassava 
Initiative Chairman Mr. Boma Simeon 
Anga and other high profile persons.

According to Mr. Anga, Liberia is 
going through difficult times, but he 
notes that the Fellowship supports 
President George MannehWeah’s Pro - 
Poor Agenda.

He says at a business seminar to be 
conducted here, the Fellowship will 
showcase opportunities for growing 
the  economy and  co l lec t ing  
businessmen and women through 
global opportunities that can help 
them build wealth and solve the 
problem of poverty. 

He indicates that the Fellowship 
will brief President Weah about its 
agenda, meet with other relevant 
cab inet  min i s ters ,  important  
stakeholders, members of the 
Legislature and the Judiciary.

Also speaking, Nigeria’s first 
Battalion Commander under ECOMOG 
during Liberia’s civil crisis, Retired 
General Yakubu Usman recalls that he 
was here about 29 years ago when the 
Roberts International Airport (RIA) 
where he was being interviewed, was a 
no - go area during the crisis.

“But we thank God that Liberia is 
peaceful, and I can see you smiling, 

your faces are shining,” Gen. Usman 
tells the interviewers amidst laughter.

At the conference, he says he will 
remind Liberians that he first came 
here to restore peace, but he is now 
here to bring the peace of God and 
economic prosperity.

Earlier, Mr. Arthur W.B. Fumbah, 
FGBMFI national president says one 
thing the group brings to Liberia is the 
promotion of doing business in the fear 
of God, eliminating corruption, 
teaching about paying taxes properly, 
remitting people’s money and earning 
trust in the business environment, 
among others.

According to Mr. Fumbah, the group 
will have an engagement with the 
National Investment Commission (NIC), 
expressing happiness that the 
conference is coming at a time Liberia 
is having an economic dialogue to 
improve on the economic situations 
here.

“They are all coming in to assess; we 
got educators who are all coming in to 
assess business opportunity,” says Mr. 
Fumbah.

He reveals that the leading 
promoter of cassava product is part of 
the delegation, coming an idea on how 
cassava can be used as another viable 
staple food and business opportunity in 
Liberia.

“They are coming to collaborate 
with other Liberians, whatever that is 
on the ground. That is why we are a Full 
Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship,” he 
says.

The delegation is expected to return 
to Nigeria on 10 September.

Investors target million
Starts from back page
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Liberians DebateLiberians Debate
he involvement of the official motorcades of President George Manneh Weah and Vice President Jewel Howard-Taylor in tragic road accidents 
both in one year, resulting to deaths and injuries generate concerns among Liberians, as they border not just on security of the two VIPs, but Tmembers of their entourage and the public. On February 10, 2019, the jeep transporting journalists of the Executive Mansion Press Corps in 

the Presidential Motorcade collided with a vehicle of former Associate Justice Walkins Wrights along the Gbarnga-Monrovia Highway, leading to two 
deaths, including the famous “Executive Horn” and several injuries.  On Saturday, 31 August an escort jeep in the official convoy of Vice President 
Taylor collided with a taxicab near 15 Gate in Montserrado County, resulting to death and injuries.
The New Dawn asks some Monrovia residents what should be done to avoid Presidential Motorcades involvement in road accidents, risking lives of 
members of the Presidency.      

Prosper Clarke
“First of all, my condolence to the 

bereaved families and I wish the 
injured speedy recovery. On a very 
serious note, most of our GOL 
officers and their drivers need to 
observe and abide by the traffic 
regulations. Imagine going towards 
Paynesville every morning and see 
how they drive with total disregard 
to the fact that they are in the 
opposite lane and they come 
speeding straight to you, not even 
giving you the chance to pull over 

James Toes 
“The LNP needs to man-up to 

these guys and impound their 
vehicles or issue them tickets. 
Otherwise, I see more of these 
kinds of accidents, God forbids. I 
really admire the Defense Minister 
and the AFL no matter how heavy 
the traffic is, they are always 
patiently in their lane to and from 
town. Even ‘Office Boys’ with GOL 
License Plates are violating traffic 
regulations. First it was President 
Weah’s convoy which took the life 

for them to pass. Same thing in the evening.”

Albetha G. Nyumah
“Excessive speeds from our leaders 

keep killing and leaving families in 
Depressions, yet we don't want to talk 
about them, seriously? 

I have seen the VP convoy run into 
people. At one point, they even got do 
to arrest the driver after damaging his 
car at Fish Market. To drive to work, 
they run; to go home, they run. To go 
for lunch, they run. To go visit their 
girlfriends and boyfriends, they run. 
You think every movement must be 
considered an emergency.”

Amisatu Turay
“My condolences to everyone 

involved, but what you expect when 
you guys disregard every traffic 
regulation and drive through those 
narrow streets like crazy people. In 
May, my son and I almost got killed 
by an escort vehicle in Sinkor. We 
were so terrified to the point that 
my son had nightmares days after. As 
long you continue this way, innocent 
people will always be killed or 
injured. It’s common sense. My 
sympathy to them will not change 
their conditions. It will not restore 
the lives lost. We must be serious 

Amos Zabah 
“Why these people love over-

speeding in Liberia? There is 
always accident on that Monrovia-
Gba rga  h i ghway  and  the  
Robertsfield Highway too. But 
these people never learn sense 
that over-speeding could lead us 
to death or lifetime injuries. God 
gives us five senses to use them. 
May their souls rest in peace.  
Please remove politics from this; it 
has nothing to do with CDC-led 
government. Accidents were just 
as common during Ellen's time as it 
is with George Manneh Weah 

of one of my mother’s friends and now the Vice President’s 
convoy too. This government needs to be careful against 
reckless driving.” 

(GMW) administration. The only solution to mitigating this 
high level of highway accidents is to place thick speed 
breakers after every 5 miles on these highways.”

about addressing the issues and stop admiring them.”

Visit: www.thenewdawnliberia.com
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b a n k e r s ,  e c o n o m i s t s ,  
corporate executives and 
international partners, among 
others. 
Minister Tweah continues that 
in the FY2019/2020 draft 
national budget precently 
b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e ,  
government aims to moving 
toward higher domestic 
revenue performance through 
a combination of tax policy 
measures, measures that 
broaden the tax base, 
administrative efficiency, use 
of technology, minimizing 
exemptions and using tax 
incentives more reasonably, 
coup led  wi th  s t ronger  
financial support for revenue 
mobilization. 
“So the 2019/20 national 
b u d g e t  n o w  u n d e r  
consideration is NOT just 
about downward adjustment. 
G o i n g  f o r w a r d ,  t h e  
Government aims to increase 
its effort to collect taxes, 
backed by the strong political 
will shown by the President to 
collect the fare share of 
r e v e n u e  d u e  t o  t h e  
Government. All stakeholders 
and citizens are challenged to 
participate in this endeavor. 
People with knowledge of 
persons and cartels that may 
be colluding against the state 
are asked to come forward 
with such information. All 
hands should be on deck and 

this is what this Dialogue is 
about”, he explains. 
He says the reality is that 
strong revenue performance is 
a function of continued growth 
in the economy, improvements 
in the business climate, 
increased flows of investment 
etc, and that President Weah 
has established a business 
climate working group that has 
engaged a wide range of 
stakeholders to address the 
challenges and costs of doing 
business in Liberia.
“The Working Group has 
engaged stakeholders in the 
shipping industry with the aim 
of bringing down the costs of 
imports, which also have 
passthrough impacts on prices. 
Evidence shows that import 
costs can come down if the 
Government, the National Port 
Authority, shipping lines and 
other stakeholders remain on 
their current path of bringing 
prices down and improving 
efficiency in that sector.” 
He reminds Liberians that 
exchange rate instability and 
its pass-through impact on 
inflation have reduced the 
income of the vulnerable poor, 
especially rural residents, 
which has been primarily 
caused by the loss  of  
significant amounts of United 
States dollar from the Liberian 
economy over the past several 
years. 

Addressing the start of a 
three-day National Economic 
Dialogue here, Minister 
Tw e a h  r e c a l l s  t h a t  
immediately after taking 
office in 2018, President 
Geo rge  Manneh  Weah  
ordered a reduction in salary 
of public officials as part of 
ongoing austerity measures 
and mandated that salaries in 
the public sector had to be 
a n c h o r e d  t o  t h e  
compensation of Government 
m i n i s t e r s ,  c a s c a d i n g  
downward to Deputy and 
Assistant ministers. “The 
President also mandates 
rationalization of public 
spending  and cuts  to  
u n n e c e s s a r y  p u b l i c  
expenditures.” 
According to him, this initial 
Pro-Poor salary cut saved US$ 
8.7 million annually and the 
rationalization led to a recast 
of the 2017/18 national 
budget, which slashed the 
expected deficit that would 
have happened without the 
recast. 
Chaired by veteran Liberian 
economist and ex-Foreign 
Minister,Dr. Toga Gayewea 
McIntosh, the National 
Economic Dialogue kicked off 
h e r e  We d n e s d a y,  0 4  
September at the Ministerial 
Complex in Congo Town, 
b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  
technocrats ,  inc lud ing  

he chairman of the 
Governing Council of Tthe ruling Coalition 

for Democratic Change damns 
opposition politicians here 
for being reckless, careless 
and destructive to the 
country that they yearn to 
govern in years to come.

Chief Cyril Allen, also 
chairman emeritus of the 
National Patriotic Party (NPP) 
which is a member of the 
ruling Coalition, notes that 
the style and approach of 
opposition leaders are 
reckless and it has the 
propensity to undermine 
economic stability and peace 
in Liberia.

Speaking to the NewDawn 
on Wednesday, September 
04, at the Ministerial Complex 
in Congo Town, outside 
Monrovia, he laments that 
people claiming to opposition 
leaders take to the social 
media and local media 
outlets, denigrating the 
government and the country 
thereby, creating dark cloud.

Currently chairing the 
board of commissioners of 
the National Social Security 

which the CDC-led government 
has initiated by calling for a 
national economic dialogue, 
where all Liberians are given 
the opportunity to suggest the 
way forward in moving the 
economy to speed.

“Liberians all over the 
world using the social media to 
disenfranchise their country is 
affecting the common man out 
there. Liberians have a 

Addition.
“Today, this period of surplus 
inflows of United States dollar 
is over, exposing our economy 
to shocks and compelling the 
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  i t s  
international partners such as 
the International Monetary 
Fund, to work toward a 
macroeconomic framework 
that can whether shocks 
affecting an import-oriented, 
undiversified economy such as 
ours, where nearly everything 
we eat is imported and where 
we have to spend our scarce 
United states dollar for this 
import.” 

The dialogue enters its second 

-Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

the opposition community on 
grounds that they are part of 
the governance process also, 
and wants  the opposition 
community  to  s imi lar ly   
respect the government and 
stop talking carelessly and 
recklessly as though no one is in 
charge.  

Commenting on rift within 
the Coalition for Democratic 
Change, Allen says the bottom 
line of the noise is job, noting 
that the Liberian government 
cannot  i nco rpora te  a l l  
partisans and supporters; 
rather, what it should do is 
create additional employment 
opportunities outside of 
government to clam the noise. 
-Editing by Jonathan Browne

the program was birthed when 
Ms. Parwon and Ms. Mathies 
decided they would help their 
compatriots who are at the 
arrowhead of abuse and 
negative vices in the society so 
that they can be tooled with 
the right information about 
their rights and values as young 

women.
“These (Yah and Raisa) are 

women who did not want to be 
dwelling in their communities 
idly while there are many 
young girls who need help 
t o  b e c o m e  
better  s ince 
they are faced 

Corporation (NASSCORP) Allen 
continues that any opposition 
leader  tether ing  down 
national leaders including the 
President does not put anyone 
in a position to get elected; 
instead, it shows immaturity 
of such individual.    

He urges opposition leaders 
to engage the government 
constructively and help in re-
strengthening the economy 

Tweah explains that the inflows 
of United States dollar that 
have supported the exchange 
rate in the past did not happen 
because of fundamental 
domestically driven economic 
variables. Instead, he notes 
that these US dollars  inflows 
were not primarily based on 
exports from the agriculture 
and manufacturing sectors, but 
largely on the presence of UN 
foreign troops, external 
assistance, and oversees 
remittance, saying, to the 
extent that those USD inflows 
derived from exports, they 
were exports from iron ore and 
rubber, whose prices are highly 
volatile and whose extraction 
takes place with NO value 

tendency when they are not 
part of a government that 
administration should fail but 
when they are part, they 
defend the government with 
last drop of their blood. Such 
practice must be erased and 
L i b e r i a n s  m u s t  b e  
nationalistic,” he emphasizes.

Allen: “The fact that you’re 
intoxicated with former 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
regime does not mean the CDC-
led government should fail, 
because the government you 
place the bottom of the ladder 
will desperately fail.”

At the same he calls on the 
ruling establishment to respect 

ising Youth Mentorship 
Initiative (RYMI) – a Rbrainchild of two 

young Liberian women: Ms. Yah 
V .  P a r w o n  a n d  M s .  
RaisaMathies, is braving the 
storm to provide mentorship, 
reproductive health education 
and life skills to adolescents 

predominantly girls to enable 
them become healthy and self-
determined regardless of life 
challenegs. 

Speaking at the 3rd Annual 
Education Enrichment program 
closing event recently in 
Paynesville, Liberia, RYMI 
Coordinator, Sele Max Fuah said 

More headline news   More headline news
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Let me begin by extending thanks and appreciation to his Excellency, Dr. George Manneh 
Weah, President of the Republic of Liberia, for convening this 3-day National Economic 
Dialogue. Mr. President it is a remarkable show of leadership to always bring our people 
together around the difficult issues that confront us. Across this room we see a broad swathe 
of Liberians from disparate backgrounds and professional hues. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Special thanks also go to our Development Partners-- the United Nations Development 
Fund, USAID, ECOWAS and the European Union and other partners -- for supporting the 
Dialogue. We thank Dr. Toga Gayewea McIntosh and the Organizing Secretariat for making 
this happen.  Big thanks to our various international guests who have traveled from afar to 
mediate our Dialogue, distinguished among them, Hon. Seth Terkpeh, former Finance 
Minister of Ghana.   We stand ready to benefit from their broad international experience and 
expertise. 

The Dialogue convenes Liberians from various backgrounds to reflect on the difficult 
economic context we face today but also on the immense opportunities for transformation. 
This Dialogue is NOT about intellectual display of ideas. More than anything, the path of 
Liberia’s transformation is well framed in the Pro-Poor Agenda for Prosperity and 
Development. This Dialogue should be about put new and existing ideas into action. 

This Dialogue is about driving national inclusion, ownership, mastery  and appreciation of 
the difficult challenges we face but more importantly of  the opportunities  for change 
inherent in those challenges if  all stakeholders – The Government, citizens, the private 
sector, civil society, Non-Government institutions, our Development Partners among 
others—work concertedly together to place Liberia on the path of national economic 
transformation. 

The forging of that momentum and the driving of this national consensus of shared risk and 
shared ownership can take shape during this Dialogue. 

We open this Dialogue amid challenges to our macroeconomy and to our private sector. 
Exchange rate instability and its passthrough impact on inflation have reduced the income of 
our vulnerable poor, especially those in rural areas. This instability has been primarily 
caused by the loss of significant amounts of United States dollar from the Liberian economy 
over the past several years. The inflows of United States dollar that have supported our 
exchange rate in the past did not happen because of fundamental domestically driven 
economic variables. These US dollars  inflows were not primarily based on exports from our 
agriculture and manufacturing sectors, but largely on the presence of UN foreign troops, 
external assistance, and oversees remittance. To the extent that those USD inflows derived 
from exports, they were exports from iron ore and rubber, whose prices are highly volatile 
and whose extraction takes place with NO value Addition.

Today, this period of surplus inflows of United States dollar is over, exposing our economy to 
shocks and compelling the Government and its international partners such as the 
International Monetary Fund, to work toward a macroeconomic framework that can whether 
shocks affecting an import-oriented, undiversified economy such as ours, where nearly 
everything we eat is imported and where we have to spend our scarce United states dollar 
for this import. 

Under this new macroeconomic framework, our fiscal policy is expected to be 
contractionary to better manage our deficit, which also has impact on inflation, especially in 
a dual currency regime.  Our fiscal policies under this new macroeconomic framework  will 
be anchored on minimizing the deficit, on controlling our wage bills which is 
disproportionately high in the West African region, on increasing the effectiveness and 
efficiency of priority pro-poor development spending,  on ensuring greater transparency in 
fiscal data and on stronger governance and the fight against corruption. 

Many of these aims were announced by President George Manneh Weah when he 
immediately took office in 2018. The President ordered the reduction in salary of public 
officials and mandated that salaries in the public sector had to be anchored to the 
compensation of Government ministers, cascading downward to Deputy and Assistant 
ministers. The President also mandate rationalization of public spending and cuts to 
unnecessary public expenditures. 
This original Pro-Poor salary cut saved US 8.7 million annually and the rationalization led to 
a recast of the 2017/18 national budget, which slashed the expected deficit that would have 
happened without the recast. 

The preceding 2018/19 national budget faced significant challenges in the last quarter, 
underscoring the need to increase domestic revenue as the principal means of financing the 
budget. The shocks to the budget were NOT because domestic revenue was NOT 
performing. Evidence shows that domestic revenue levels in last year budget have 
exceeded levels as far back as three to four years ago. The shock came from the decline in 
external assistance, which has been a major part of our revenue story over the last 10 or 
more years, and from the fact that public spending has not adjusted, or cannot easily adjust, 
downward to these declines in external support.  

One key focus in this DIALOGUE is how do we increase domestic revenue from its last six-
year average of US$ 453 million, to an average ranging from USD 500 m to 530 million in the 
next several years.  
In the new 2019/2020 Year national budget, the Government aims to moving toward this 
path in higher domestic revenue performance through a combination of tax policy 
measures, measures that broaden the tax base, administrative efficiency, use of 
technology, minimizing exemptions and using tax incentives more reasonably,  and 
stronger financial support for revenue mobilization. So the 2019/20 national budget now 
under consideration is NOT just about downward adjustment. Going forward, the 
Government aims to increase its effort to collect taxes, backed by the strong political will 
shown by the President to collect the fare share of revenue due to the Government. All 
stakeholders and citizens are challenged to participate in this endeavor. People with 
knowledge of persons and cartels that may be colluding against the state are asked to come 
forward with such information. All hands should be on deck and this is what this Dialogue is 
about. 

The reality is that strong revenue performance is a function of continued growth in the 
economy, improvements in the business climate, increased flows of investment etc. The 
President has established a business climate working group that has engaged a wide range 
of stakeholders to address the challenges and costs of doing business in Liberia. The 
Working Group has engaged stakeholders in the shipping industry with the aim of bringing 
down the costs of imports, which also have passthrough impacts on prices. Evidence shows 
that import costs can come down if the Government, the National Port Authority, shipping 

lines and other stakeholders remain on their current path of bringing prices down and improving 
efficiency in that sector. 
The cost and reliability of electricity is also a challenge to the business environment. Per kilowatt 
hour cost of power in Liberia is 35 US cents, while for most countries in West Africa it is less than 
15 US cents.  The completion of the CLSG transmission lines early next year will enable Liberia 
to import cheaper power from neighboring countries, helping to improve the business climate.

Contract enforcement and the litigation of business cases in Liberian courts remain areas of 
concern. The Business Climate Group is working closely with the Chief Justice and leaders of 
the judiciary as well as key private sector groups such as banks, which are often affected in 
these types of cases, to situate contract enforcement on a more transformative path. 

Mr. President, distinguished colleagues, job creation is a big theme for this Dialogue. The 
country cannot absorb the number of young people entering the job market yearly and this is 
serious recipe for crisis and tension. In this regard the Government, its partners and all 
stakeholders are challenged to open frontiers for all our young people. A major area is the field 
of agriculture, where business climate challenges of cost of electricity, for example, do not 
necessarily apply. The President and the Government view the agriculture space as the 
clearest path to short to medium term job creation. 
The benefits here are too great and we would like to see some consensus developed around 
agriculture investment during this Dialogue. 

To our bankers in the room, you are sitting on immense vault cash that is NOT making its way to 
the agriculture sector to improve value chain in domestic food production. So the question is 
why is money not going in the sector when it is clear that the returns on investment can be large? 
The Answer is of course the risks are high. We need to have a serious conversation on de-
risking bank lending to agriculture. There is absolutely no way we transform agriculture if banks 
do not seriously participate. 

To begin this transformation, President Weah mandated that we include US 2 million in the 
budget as an agriculture guarantee fund. We intend to increase this amount every year. This 
money is to back more flexible lending terms to the agriculture sector. Firms in agriculture 
production need very flexible terms, such as one to two year grace period and longer loan 
maturities. The Government is ready to put its money where its mouth is by using public 
resources to relax constraints in transforming the agriculture sector. We encourage our 
Development Partners to adopt this approach and the Government is engaging with major 
partners on support for de-risking, as a way to stimulate lending across agriculture value chains 
involving, road infrastructure, transport, warehousing, storage, inputs supply etc. In the next 
three, we are all challenged to put Liberia on a sustainable path of food security and job 
creation, using agriculture as a conduit. 

And so over the next 3 days, I trust we will be fully vested in finding paths to transformation, on 
thinking big, on blaming less and working together more. There is NO economic progress for 
Liberia if it remains an undiversified economy, still dependent on the sale of iron ore and rubber 
with NO value added, and on the raw export of gold and diamond and timber. That model has 
failed. Looking for strategies within this failed model will also fail. Taking big steps move the 
whole governance and business process around creating opportunities for value addition and 
for diversifying our economy is the focus of this Government and must be the substance of 
conversations over the next three days. Let us identify low hanging fruits, small areas of risk-
taking and collaboration across spaces of government, development partners, private sector. 
Let us ask why is Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire doing better in Cocoa production than Liberia. Cocoa 
exports have precipitously fallen in Liberia over the past several years. Something is wrong with 
Liberian agriculture. Let us looking at the shortest routes to digitizing our economy and 
accelerating the move toward less use of cash.  Let this Dialogue tease out some of these 
missing links and forge a consensus around them. 

Let an entrepreneur somewhere here say if the Government can increase its agriculture 
guarantee to 4 million, our Bank Group will provide flexible 10 million financing for agriculture 
before the end of this year.    The Government is working with investors to pour resources in the 
sector and is prepared to give these agriculture investors very generous incentives if they 
provide jobs for our young people and grow the food we eat here. 

As a Government, we are committed to situating this country on a path to change. We are 
tacking difficult challenges and enjoin on all stakeholders on the need to support these changes. 
We are tackling the beast of bloated wage through a harmonization policy that pays all 
Government workers equitably. This is a difficult problem we have not been able to solve in the 
past. We must solve it now to avoid major shocks to the future. We remain committed to 
improving governance and to fighting corruption. We remain committed to strengthening the 
rule of law. 

All stakeholders must equally commit. All Liberians must commit to maintaining their peace and 
avoid disrupting governance, which is NOT good for investment and long-term growth.  

I believe unity and a stronger sense of shared ownership of challenges and opportunities for 
prosperity can issue from this Dialogue, with robust follow up actions and enhanced 
coordination among different stakeholders. 

I wish all success in these deliberations and the Actions that will derive from them. 

I thank you. 

Remarks by Hon. Samuel D. Tweah, Jr, Minister of Finance and Development Planning  at the opening of 3-Day 
National Economic Dialogue held at the Ministerial Complex, Congo Town, September 4, 2019.  
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travailleurs de la santé ont 
reçu moins de 20% de leur 
salaire en dollars libériens 
pour le mois de juillet et n'ont 
trouvé aucun dollar des États-
Unis dans leur compte en 
dollars américains », a 
expliqué M. Williams.

 Il a en outre fait savoir que 
certains travailleurs de la 
santé ont déjà reçu leurs 
salaires en dollars américains 
et en dollars libériens et que 
le montant combiné des deux 
portions de salaire de chacun 
d’eux est bien en deçà de leur 
salaire normal, ce qui veut 
dire que la théorie de 35% et 
65% n’est pas vraie.

«  L e s  s a l a i r e s  d e s  
travailleurs de la santé ne 
correspondent pas  aux 
r é a l i t é s  é c o n o m i q u e s  
actuelles. Nous gagnions ces 
salaires alors que la situation 
sur le marché était très bon 
marché et nous continuons à 
recevoir les mêmes salaires 
pendant que les prix ont 
quadruplé. Et alors, comment 
voulez-vous que nous vivions 
?» a interrogé M. Williams.

A la question de savoir 
quelle serait la réaction du 
syndicat au cas où le 
gouvernement refusait de les 
écouter et d’accéder à leur 
demande, M. Williams a 
répondu : « Nous aviserons 
quand le temps sera venu.Et si 
nous n’arrivons plus à envoyer 
nos enfants à l'école, il 
serapeut-être préférable que 
nous allions dans des camps de 
réfugiés où ailleurs. Mais nous 

e Syndicat national 
des travailleurs de la Lsanté du Libéria 

( N A H W U L )  e x i g e l e  
versement de l’intégralité 
des salaires et des primes 
des travailleurs de la santé 
pour les mois de juillet et 
d’août au plus tard le 15 
septembre. Le syndicat met 
en garde contre toute 
tentative de la part du 
gouvernement de réduire 
leur salaire.

S ' a d r e s s a n t  a u x  
journalistes à Paynesville, le 
mardi 3 août, le secrétaire 
général du NAHWUL, M. 
George Poe Williams, a 
déclaré que les travailleurs 
de la santé de ce pays ont 
subi  « une réduction 
drastique de leurs maigres 
salaires à travers le pays ».

« Ce que nous vivons avec 
notre salaire en ce moment 
est inacceptable et les 
mesures nécessaires doivent 
être prises dès maintenant 
p o u r  r e m é d i e r  à  l a  

aviserons quand le temps sera 
venu ».

Il a révélé que le NAHWUL 
compte environ 15 000 
membres à travers le pays et 
que certains d’entre eux n’ont 
pas encore reçu leurs salaires 
pour le mois de juillet.

M. Williams appelle le 
gouvernement à faire preuve 
de lucidité et tous les 
Libériens épris de paix à 
i n t e r v e n i r  a u p r è s  d u  
gouvernement afin que celui-
ci verse l’intégralité des 
salaires et des primes des 
travailleurs de la santé pour 
les mois de juillet et d’août au 
plus tard le 15 septembre 
2019.

Par ailleurs, le syndicat des 
travailleurs de la santé 
demande instamment au 
Ministère de l’éducation de 
p r o l o n g e r  l a  p é r i o d e  
d’inscription des écoles 
publiques afin de permettre 
aux enfants des fonctionnaires 
d’aller à l’école.

Le syndicat exige aussi que 
la promesse selon laquelle 
t ou s  l e s  emp loyé s  du  
gouvernement qui gagnent 
moins de 1 000USD ne seront 
pas affectés par le plan de 
réduction des salaires soit 
tenue.

 S’adressant au chef de 
l’Etat, le syndicat souhaite 
que la promesse qui a été faite 
le 8 février 2018 par le 
p r é s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
MannehWeah concernant les 
salaires des travailleurs de la 
santé entre en vigueur.

situation", a-t-il averti.
Selon lui, en dépit des 

efforts entreprispar les 
responsables hiérarchiques de 
la santé pour obtenir des 
éclaircissements sur la 
réduction de leurs salaires, 
les travailleurs de la santé 

L a  C h a m b r e  d e s  
représentants a autorité 
l’utilisation d’un douzième 
d u  b u d g e t  n a t i o n a l  
précédent pour permettre au 
g o u v e r n e m e n t  d e  
fonctionner jusqu’à ce que le 
nouveau budget comptant 
pour  l ’exerc ice f i scal  
2019/2020 soit approuvé.

La Chambre basse du 
parlement libérien a pris la 
décision mardi, à la suite 
d'une résolution, en réponse 

Finances et de la Planification 
du développement, Samuel 
Tweah, avait fait comprendre 
aux membres de la chambre 
basse que le premier douzième 
du budget national mis à 
disposition dans le cadre de la 
section 17 de la loi sur la GFP 
était déjà épuisée et il fallait 
que le parlement accordât un 
autre douzième, sinon, le 
gouvernement ne sera pas à 

n’ont pas eu gain de cause.
Il dément l’informations 

selon laquelle 65% des salaires 
sont  payés  en  do l lar s  
américains et 35% en dollars 
libériens dans le cadre de 
l’harmonisation salariale en 
cours. « Loin de là, certains 

à une communication que lui 
avait adressée le chef par 
intérim du conseil des 
ministres, le ministre d’Etat 
à la présidence Nathaniel F. 
Mcgill.

Selon le ministre Mcgill, le 
président de la République 
du Libéria, George M. Weah, 
lui avait demandé de faire 
comprendre à la Chambre 
d e s  r e p r é s e n t a n t s  l a  
nécessité d'adopter une 
résolution autorisant le 

même de fonctionner dans les 
jours à venir.

38 députés sur 42 ont voté 
en faveur de la résolution et 
quatre se sont abstenus. Une 
motion a été adoptée, 
demandant qu'un autre 
douzième du budget soit 
approuvé pour permettre aux 
institutions de l’Etat de 
continuer à fonctionner.

ministère des Finances et de 
l a  P l a n i f i c a t i o n  d u  
développement à dépenser 
un douzième du budget 
national précédent au mois 
d’août 2019, en attendant 
l'adoption du projet de 
budget national comptant 
pour  l ’exerc ice  f i sca l  
2019/2020.

Le ministre s’est dit ravi de 
soumettre ce montant à titre 
de financement temporaire 
p o u r  l e s  o p é r a t i o n s  
g o u v e r n e m e n t a l e s  e n  
l ' absence  d 'un  budget  
approuvé, comme l'exige 
l'article 17 de la loi sur la 
g e s t i o n  d e s  f i n a n c e s  
publiques.

Selon lui, sur les 47 500 000 
USD qui avaient été alloués au 
titre de la loi sur la Gestion 
des Finances Publiques, 45 
633 310,00 USD ont déjà été 
dépensés, il ne reste que 1 
866 690 USD pour les 
o p é r a t i o n s  
gouvernementales, ce qui est 
nettement insuffisant pour le 
mois d'août, d’où la nécessité 
de faire la demande au 
parlement.

Lors de sa comparution 
devant la Chambre des 
représentants la semaine 
dernière, le ministre des 
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Les professionnels de la santé mettent en 
garde contre toute réduction de leurs salaires

Le parlement approuve le décaissement 
d’un douzième du budget national 
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ORONTO – En mai dernier, juste avant qu’Uber 
ne soit introduite en bourse, pour une Tvalorisation de 82,4 milliards de dollars, les 

chauffeurs de la compagnie, accompagnés par ceux 
de sa concurrente Lyft (beaucoup travaillant pour 
l’une et l’autre), participaient à une journée 
d’action internationale, défilant dans 24 villes – de 
Londres à Melbourne ou New York – pour demander 
une hausse de leur rémunération et de meilleures 
conditions de travail. Mais les griefs adressés aux 
compagnies de courses à la demande, qui facturent 
aux passagers des tarifs avantageux et prélèvent sur 
les chauffeurs d’importantes commissions, ne se 
limitent pas aux pays riches. 

En juillet, les associations professionnelles de 
Nairobi, au Kenya, ont appelé à un débrayage des 
chauffeurs travaillant pour les services de courses à 
la demande gérés par des plateformes numériques – 
dont Uber, la compagnie estonienne Bolt (ancienne 
Taxify) et Little Cab, leur concurrent local – et leurs 
revendications étaient les mêmes. Si les principaux 
acteurs se sont accordés sur certains principes de 
rémunération, les choses ont peu changé en pratique. 

Le développement du travail de plateforme – c’est-à-
dire d’emplois de service gérés par une interface 
numérique – pose une question politiquement 
difficile à résoudre. D’un côté, il bénéficie aux 
consommateurs en leur fournissant des services à la 
demande peu onéreux et peut profiter aux employés 
en leur donnant accès aux dits consommateurs. Au 
Kenya, 6 000 personnes au moins travaillent comme 
chauffeurs pour des plateformes de courses à la 
demande.

D’un autre côté, la qualité de ces nouvelles 
opportunités d’emploi est incertaine. Si les 
conducteurs apprécient la flexibilité horaire souvent 
offerte par les plateformes, les prix sont déterminés 
par des algorithmes opaques en fonction de 
stratégies d’entreprise. Les compagnies ne sont pas 
responsables devant leurs employés. Il est difficile de 
connaître le nombre exact de chauffeurs, sans parler 
de ce qu’ils gagnent réellement – quoique nous 
aurions de de bonnes raisons de croire, selon nos 
premières recherches, que les rémunérations sont 
insuffisantes. 

Lorsque sont apparues les premières compagnies de 
courses à la demande, elles ont attiré les chauffeurs 
avec des tarifs avantageux. Mais afin d’augmenter le 
nombre de passagers, elles ont avec le temps diminué 
les prix. Comme les courses supplémentaires ne 
suffisent pas à combler le manque à gagner sur le prix 
au kilomètre, les gains horaires des chauffeurs se sont 
effondrés.

Cette pratique est commune, mais sur les marchés à 
faible revenu, elle est particulièrement dévastatrice 
pour les chauffeurs qui, à la différence de leurs 
homologues des États-Unis ou du Canada, achètent 
généralement leur véhicule pour pouvoir travailler, 
dépensant à cette fin leur épargne ou recourant à des 
emprunts. Il arrive aussi qu’ils louent leur outil de 
travail à des propriétaires de voitures, nommés « 
partenaires », pour un prix fixé à la semaine. 

Plus leurs revenus baissent, moins les chauffeurs 
parviennent à supporter leurs frais fixes. Contraints 
de travailler plus longtemps, certains ont même des 
accidents imputables à la fatigue, selon des 
informations obtenues auprès des chauffeurs eux-
mêmes et des assureurs locaux. En réponse, Uber a 
imposé de nouvelles limites horaires : les chauffeurs 
ne peuvent désormais travailler plus de douze heures 
d’affilée et doivent faire une pause d’au moins six 
heures entre deux services.

Au Kenya, de nombreux chauffeurs, en raison de 
l’importance des dettes qu’ils ont contractées et de 
la dépréciation de leur capital productif, n’ont 

d’autre choix que de se maintenir dans leur activité – les 
éventuelles solutions de rechange, dans un pays où le 
travail déclaré ne concerne que 16 % de la main-
d’œuvre, ne sont en outre pas légion. Beaucoup, pour 
parvenir à joindre les deux bouts, doivent maximiser 
leurs heures de travail en utilisant plusieurs 
applications. Les premières recherches que nous avons 
effectuées au Kenya indiquent que les chauffeurs 
travaillent en moyenne douze heures par jour et six 
jours sur sept. 

Pour autant, tous ne soutiennent pas les grèves. 
Certains – notamment ceux qui ont acheté leur propre 
voiture ou dispose de leur propre réseau de clientèle – 
se satisfont, bon an mal an, des plateformes. S’ils 
préféreraient que les tarifs soient fixés plus 
équitablement, ils affirment que les grèves fréquentes 
ne valent pas les pertes de revenu qu’elles engendrent. 
Ces chauffeurs se montrent pessimistes quant aux 
mesures que l’État pourrait prendre pour les défendre. 
Certains, parmi ceux avec lesquels nous nous sommes 
entretenus, pensent même que les dirigeants des 
associations organisent les grèves pour servir leur 
propre agenda. 

Mais décider de ne pas faire grève, c’est s’exposer à de 
sérieux risques. Durant les manifestations du mois de 
mai, les grévistes avaient constitué des groupes sur 
WhatsApp afin de mieux couvrir les secteurs 
géographiques. Ils interceptaient les chauffeurs qui, à 
leurs yeux, brisaient le mouvement, allant parfois 
jusqu’à endommager les véhicules des non-grévistes et 
à confisquer leur téléphone portable. Comme nous l’a 
dit Benson, l’un des premiers à s’être engagé dans cette 
activité de taxi en ligne : « Si la plupart des chauffeurs 
ne travaillent pas durant les grèves, ce n’est pas tant 
parce qu’ils font véritablement la grève que par crainte 
de se voir eux-mêmes, ou leur voiture, menacés. »

Il n’y a qu’une seule solution pour que les plateformes 
de courses à la demande satisfassent aussi bien 
passagers et chauffeurs : une réglementation publique 
mieux adaptée. À cette fin, les pouvoirs publics doivent 
clarifier l’attribution de l’autorité réglementaire.

Au Kenya, c’est la National Transport Safety 
Administration, l’administration de la sécurité des 
transports nationaux, qui délivre leur permis aux 
chauffeurs. Mais les plateformes comme Uber sont 
déclarées comme entreprises de technologie et ne 
relèvent pas de la compétence de la NSTA. Le Cabinet 
Secretary for Labor and Director General of the 
Competition Authority of Kenya (secrétaire d’État au 
Travail et directeur général de l’autorité de 
concurrence du Kenya) a par ailleurs déclaré qu’il 
n’entrait pas dans ses prérogatives d’intervenir sur les 
rémunérations consenties par les plateformes. Ainsi les 
chauffeurs n’ont-ils personne vers qui se tourner 
lorsque leurs intérêts sont menacés, et les plateformes 
courent-elles le risque de voir l’État intervenir dans 
l’avenir d’une façon d’autant plus radicale. 

Dès lors qu’une autorité de régulation aura été 
désignée, il faudra concevoir des mesures efficaces, qui 
exigent des données. Actuellement, les plateformes 
décident non seulement des prix, mais disposent d’un 
trésor de données, concernant aussi bien les passagers 
que les chauffeurs, ce qui crée une considérable 
dissymétrie d’information entre les plateformes et les 
chauffeurs mais aussi entre celles-ci et les décideurs 
politiques. Les régulateurs doivent insister sur l’accès à 
l’information, dont ils ont besoin pour établir des 
jugements appropriés sur les politiques à mener.

Les plateformes qui assurent représenter le marché ne 
devraient pas tant fonctionner en monopoles qu’en 
marchés concurrentiels. Les grèves peuvent attirer 
l’attention sur le problème. Mais seule une 
réglementation bien pensée peut le résoudre.
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ne page se tourne 
avec les verdicts Urendus au terme du 

procès des auteurs du 
putsch manqué de 2015. 
Mais d'autres procédures 
sont lancées, qui pourraient 
donner lieu à des procès 
tout aussi emblématiques.
À commencer par le dossier 
de  la  répres s ion  de  
l'insurrection populaire 
d'octobre 2014 qui avait 
entraîné la chute de Blaise 
Compaoré. Où en est-on 
dans cette affaire ?
Ouvert en avril 2017, le 
procès de 32 anciens 
ministres a été rapidement 
su spendu .  Pa rm i  l e s  
accusés, l'ancien président 
Blaise Compaoré. En raison 
de son immunité de chef 
d'État, il est jugé en tant 
que ministre de la Défense. 

Ces ministres sont accusés 
de « complicité d'homicide 
et blessures volontaires » 
pour avoir participé au 
Conseil des ministres au 
cours duquel, le 29 octobre 
2014, a été décidé de la 
réquisition de l'armée pour 
r é p r i m e r  l e s  
manifestations, en faisant 
usage, au besoin, d’armes à 
feu.
L'intervention des militaires 
s'était soldée par la mort de 
33 personnes - mais le 
procès ne porte que sur 7 
décès - et en avait blessé 88 
autres. Maintenant que 
l'affaire du putsch manqué 
est jugée, ce procès 
pourrait être reprogrammé 
très rapidement.

« Délicat » volet militaire
Quant au volet militaire, 
plusieurs officiers a été 
inculpés par le tribunal de 
g rande  i n s tance .  I l s  
commandaient les unités 
qui  ont t iré sur les 
manifestants. « Ce dossier 
ne semble pas beaucoup 
avancer. Il est peut être 
trop délicat », estime une 
source proche du dossier.
A u t r e  a f f a i r e  
p a r t i c u l i è r e m e n t  
emblématique : celle de 
l'assassinat de l'ancien 
journaliste Norbert Zongo. 
François Compaoré, le frère 
de l'ancien président, est en 
instance d'extradition en 
France, en liberté sous 
contrôle judiciaire.
Le procès le plus attendu : 
l'assassinat de Thomas 
Sankara

Par ailleurs, le général 
Gi lbert  D ienderé est  
inculpé dans le dossier Dabo 
Boukari, cet étudiant qui 
avait été interpellé par 
l ' a n c i e n n e  g a r d e  
rapprochée de Blaise 
Compaoré en 1990 après 
des manifestations. Il aurait 
été torturé.
Enfin, le procès le plus 
a t t e n d u  :  c e l u i  d e  
l'assassinat de Thomas 
Sankara. Selon un avocat, le 
juge d'instruction a terminé 
son enquête. Le dossier doit 
passer la chambre de 
contrôle avant la phase du 
jugement. « Peut-être 
avant la fin de l'année », 
espère-t-il.
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Votre chauffeur attend… une augmentation

Par Julie Zollmann , 
Olga Morawczynski

Burkina Faso: après le procès du putsch, 
le temps des autres gros dossiers
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US-based Liberians expressed Concerns
Recently- announced (New Dawn Liberia, April 5, 2019) 
was yet another commitment by a group of concerned, 
US-based Liberian professionals to provide social, 
cultural, economic and political aid to Liberia, our 
troubled land and its people. That such assistance is in 
great demand and timely is an understatement.

Liberia's Turbulent Past, Recent Past& Prevailing 
Activities
In the light of the chronic graft/greed/corruption and 
endemic disregard and conscious disobedience and 
violations of Laws during the more than a century and 
half of Liberia's existence as an independent country, 
the following organizations and others have been, and 
are, engaged in activities designed to strengthen good 
“Government & Governance”, hopefully, forChange & 
Reforms,and to promote social, cultural, economic and 
political development of Liberia:

Center for Transparency and Accountability CENTAL 
(www.cental.org)

Liberia Media Initiative (LMI)
(www.lmi.org)

Liberia Democratic Institute (LDI)
455 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C., 20001-2621

Sustainable Development Institute(SDI)
Duazon Road, Duazon, Liberia

And several others
These are Non-governmental Organizations(NGOs), the 
recent innovative revolutionin Foreign Aid,international 
cooperation and development, perhaps, funded 100% or 
in part by government but prohibited from government 
participation or control, although they have lawful 
responsibility to deliver social services such as health, 
education, etc.;advocate protection for human rights, 
freedom of association & assembly, etc.; and influence 
peaceful public policy Change & Reforms, particularly, 
for social cultural, economic and political development.

Apparently, moreover, these NGOs areowned and 
managed by non-nationals who, also, own and manage 
Liberian Civil Society Organizations(CSOs). But 
ownership and lawful management responsibility of 
Liberian CSOs which are, in fact, Liberia'smajor public 
policy watch-dong agencies, should and must be the 
legal responsibility of and involvementONLY by 
citizensof the Republic of Liberia.Though well-
intentioned, dedicated and possess the required 
expertise for organization and management, but foreign 
nationalslack the lawful, local, legalmuscle 
(power/authority)necessary to demand, with “guts” and 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  t o  a c h i e v e  l e g a l  
compliance.Essentially, significantly, “None 
Governmental Organizations(NGOs)” come to Liberia 
to“help us (Liberians) help ourselves”, but may not and 
cannot, under law, do for us that which we should and 
must, do ourselves. 

Moreover, the NGO Foreign Aid Revolution benefitted 
only the Donor Countries in terms of employment of 
their citizens. For Liberia, the NGOs (in agriculture, 
finance and related enterprises) records show little or 
no meaningful contribution to Liberia.

The major source of the historical problem within the 
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs)is a serious crisis of 
factionalism based on ethnicity, jealousy and related 
factors of little and/or meaningless favors (of “hand-
outs”) from the “tables” of powerful, wealthy officials 
as compared to national, meaningful pride, dignity, 
honor, respect and socio-economic and political benefits 
to the nation and people.Basically, these Liberian Civil 
Society Organizations (CSOs) like the NGOs, must be 
owned, managed and dominated by Liberian citizens, 
notNon-government Organizations (NGOs) for the same 
lawful reasons –lack of the required local, lawful legal 
muscle (legal power/authority) necessary to demand 
and achieve compliance.

But today, Civil Society activists in Liberia, as elsewhere, 
face serious threats. They continue to face traditional 
forms of repression, such as imprisonment, harassment, 
disappearances, and executions, although many 
governments have become much more evasive, elusive 
or refined in their efforts to limit civil society 
organizations (CSOs) applications, especially, in areas of 
the democratic process and human rights.
Liberia's serious Social, Cultural, Economic and 
Political problems are numerous, as indicated earlier; 
but the most pronounced and pressing are:

a) Inability to feed our rapidly-growing population, 
although historically, our major economic 
activity, as indicated elsewhere, was 
agriculture- subsistence agriculture- and that 
private land ownership was not permitted in 
order to make land available to every 
household;therefore, Rural Liberia produced 
adequately and fed the nation.

b) But today, almost all able-body individualsfled 
Rural Liberia, migrated un-regulated, toUrban 
Liberia without the requirement for economic 
survival in an urban setting; therefore, hundreds 
of thousands of the migrants are crammed 
crowded and excessively over-populated Ghetto 
Slums Enclaves of “suburban” Monrovia with 
hunger, unemployment, un-education, disease, 
unsanitary living condition, high crime, etc., 
etc.;

c) But “above all else”, the Liberian Nation is held 
hostage, now,by theRiceImport Cartelfor 
exclusive import of Rice, Cooking Oil (Liberia's 
staples), rotten fish and chickens and related 
tropical food items.

Our Proposed Solution 
That there is an urgent NEED for national 
Transformation,Change and Reforms – peaceful, radical, 
fundamental and comprehensive, our only optionfor 
justice, freedom, peace, security, stability and national 
co-existence and economic survivalis un-deniable and 
non-debatable.To achieve this peaceful objective in the 
light of the foregoing analysis, we suggest and propose 
the following:  

Formation of anIntegrated Organization of Liberian 
citizens on-ground in Liberia (IOLIL) of Liberian 
professionals, including returned Diaspora-based 
Liberians concerned and dedicated to the Challenges-
for-Peaceful-Change (CFPC) of Liberia's traditional 
Political System of corruption with characteristic 
Impunity.

The IOLIL will consist ofacademics/intellectuals – 
Journalists, Economists, Political Scientists, Counselors- 
and Attorneys-at-Law, Sociologists, Psychologists, 
Management and Public Administration Specialists, 
Public Policy Specialists and Researchers/analysts. 

The on-ground, in-Liberia and citizenship requirement as 
indicated is a critical and crucial necessity to capture, 

experience on-ground, in-Liberia of the socio-economic 
and political dynamics ofwho says and does what to 
whom, why, how, where, when and the context of these 
d y n a m i c s .  F o r,  d i s h i n g  o u t  “ p i e - i n - t h e -
sky”pontifications of classical democraticprinciples 
from the comfort of distant, foreign lands will not 
produce the desired peaceful, radical, fundamental, and 
comprehensive transformation of the socio-political 
Change.

Moreover, the Challenge-for-Changerequires not only 
“the concerns” but, also, active liberal, progressive, 
democratic, loyal and patriotic Liberians committed to 
peaceful, lawful challenge toexpose and rid the 
Nat ion,peacefu l ly  and lega l ly,  of  corrupt  
andundemocratic systemfor Change ofthe following:

1) Corrupt Judges, Prosecutors, Court officials, 
Grand Juries and defendants with corrupt 
Bail/bond, foreign-owned insurance Companies; 

2) Corrupt National Police, National Defense, NSA 
Security Agency, NEC; Corrupt State-owned 
Enterprises (NPA, LPRC, NOCAL, NASSCORP, NIC, 
etc., etc.); 

3) Corrupt Branches of Government, the Executive 
(President and Ministers) and Legislative 
(Speakers & Protemps); and 

4) The Indigenous Liberians who fled the towns & 
villages of Rural Liberia to Urban Liberia for 
education/personal growth and development, 
but now are some of the major crooks and 
criminals.

We argue, reasonably, that an on-ground, integrated 
Organization of Liberians is doable and fundable, 
because it is concerned with and dedicated to do and 
achieve the right and lawful objectives for the nation 
and people and that the International Community of the 
United Nations, led by Liberia's historical ally and 
mentor, the United States of America, is and will be, with 
the Liberian Organization.  But we, Liberians, have to 
start “the ball to roll”.  

Some Diaspora-based Liberians will have to return home 
and “invest” in this Challenge-for Change. Liberia's 
cesspool of corruption and Salary/Wage Allowances will 
not produce the desired socio-political Change.The 
Integrated Organization of Liberians will, initially, 
require a core group of about the minimum of5-6 persons 
for initial organization/leadership toachieve  the 
indicated objectives.

Funding the Organization (IOLIL)
One may ask, rightly and reasonably, about funding the 
Integrated Organization. As always in such cases, funding 
or capital formation raises the issues or has been based 
upon the Cause and Quality of Management,in terms of 
training/experience and demonstrated/demonstrable 
Integrity & Commitment/Dedication and, also, in terms 
of loyalty, allegiance and patriotism to the Cause,the 
Liberian State in this case.   

TO BE CONT’D

P E R S P E C T I V E S     P E R S P E C T I V E S
Public Policy. Economics. Democratic Politics. Political/Economic Decentralization. Public Dishonesty. Dual Citizenship

With Bai M. Gbala, Sr. (August 27, 2019)

ON “WHAT IS WRONG WITH LIBERIANS?”
CITIZENS OF THE 17-TRIBE LIBERAN NATION-STATE WITH CONTINUOUS 172-YEAR SOCIAL, CULTURAL, 

ECONOMIC&POLITICAL QUAGMIRE, SINCE 1847: A PROPOSAL FOR PEACEFUL CHANGE
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h e  L i b e r i a  
Telecommunication TAuthority assures 

Liberians and the general 
public that the US$1 three 
days promotion by GSM 
companies here is not being 
c a n c e l l e d ,  a s  w i d e l y  
circulated.

The LTA in a statement 
released Wednesday, 04 
September in Monrovia 
explains what’s actually 
happening is that customers 
would talk for allotted 
minutes for US$1 within the 
same three days period.

“So, effectively, you can 
still buy a dollar $1 and call 
for three days as you used to 
but with a reduction in the 
allotted minutes,” the 
statement clarifies.

In accordance with LTA 
order 0016-02-25-19, the 
Liberia Telecommunications 
Authority announces the 
implementation of Floor 
Prices, a regulatory tool used 
to compensate for lack of 
market mechanism to ensure 

res ident George 
Manneh Weah has Popened a national 

economic  d i a l ogue  i n  
Monrovia, pleading with the 
brightest minds of the 
country and international 
partners to support efforts to 
address structural defects 
and imbalances in the 
economy.

“I therefore urge all 
Liberians to work with our 

administration to devise and 
support new measures which 
would successfully address 
structural defects and 
imbalances in our economy,” 
Mr. Weah said Wednesday, 4 
September at the Ministerial 
Complex in Congo Town 
during the dialogue.

Liberia has yet to recover 
from prolonged economic 
collapse since President 

market stability.
 The measure is in response 

to call for intervention by 
Mobile Network Operators 
(MNO) to stop predatory 
pricing wars which has stifled 
the sector growth and 
p l u m m e t e d  r e v e n u e  
significantly.

Weah’s ascendancy which 
c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  U N  
peacekeepers’ final draw 
down in 2018 that had 
economic consequences on 
the country.

The country has also been 
facing some of its worst 
economic conditions in recent 
years after Ebola struck 
nearing the end of former 
President Ellen Johnson - 
Sirleaf’s second term and 

drove out some investors.
Former Liberia’s Foreign 

Minister and economist Dr. 
Toga McCintosh who served 
the  reg ime  o f  fo rmer  
President Sirleaf, is chairing 
the economic dialogue.

President Weah who took 
over in January 2018, has seen 
series of protests here over 
alleged public corruption and 
economic hardship, but the 
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LTA market  research  
indicators show the sector’s 
i n s t a b i l i t y  a n d  a n t i -
competitive behavior are a 
major factor, so it had to 
perform its role as the 
regulator to intervene and 
save the market from collapse.

It notes that what was 

challenges continue to rise on 
a daily basis.

Opening the dialogue 
graced by Liberian officials, 
international partners and 
former Vice President and 2017 
presidential contender Joseph 
NyumahBoakai, President 
Weah says in the 18th month 
since his incumbency, his 
government has exercised its 
best efforts to address issues 
he highlighted during his 
inaugural address in January 
2018.

“Yet, many of them persist 
and continue to present 
challenges,” he says.

President Weah recalls 
telling Liberians in his past 
speeches that his government 
does not have monopoly over 
ideas, saying it would take the 
collective efforts of all 
Liberians to achieve the 
desired objectives of reviving 
the economy and placing the 
country on the path of 
sustainable development and 
transformation.

He also calls for discussion 
and dialogue on the way 
forward for economic revival in 
Liberia, saying it is the genesis 
of the economic dialogue.

President Weah indicates 
t h a t  a n  I n d e p e n d e n t  
Secretariat for Economic 
Dialogue has been established 
here with a mandate to create 
the ongoing consultative forum 
where the best and the 
brightest minds, both Liberians 
and international, can be 
made to focus on analysis and 
diagnosis of the economic 
problems here.

He expresses his delight to 
be at the opening of the 
economic dialogue, saying it is 

actually happening is Mobile 
Network Operators were 
forced to sell packages below 
market costs, which was 
clearly not profitable, adding 
“the promotional packages 
were sold at the cost of 
d imin i sh ing  revenue to  
providers. Diminishing revenue 
hinders innovation, stalls 
infrastructure nationwide and 
d e c r e a s e s  r e v e n u e  t o  
government that could be used 
to provide social services, 
among others.”

 T h e  s t a t e m e n t  
intimatesthat in reality, the 

organized as an important 
initiative for his administration 
to stimulate a broad - based 

average customer was talking 
for less than 100 minutes over 
the 3 days period; the current 
promotions will see customers 
calling for about 45 minutes 
over the same period, well 
within the same three day 
period. Bottom line is, 
customers will still be able to 
communicate within the 3 days 
on a US$1.

 The LTA held extensive 
consultations with Orange and 
LonestarCell MTN to derive at 
the floor price to stabilize the 
market before reaching the 
conclusion.  Voice calls will 
now be charged at a minimum 
of 0.0156 on each call and 
0.0218 MB of data, according to 

conversat ion among a l l  
stakeholders within the 
Liberian economy.
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Weah begs for economic solutions
By Winston W. Parley

‘Three days promotion’ still active 
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

with different challenges of 
life and idle,” Mr. Fuah said. 

According to him, the 
founders of the initiative chose 
to venture into this program 
when the need to fill void of 
mentorship programs in Liberia 
grew uncontrollably. Young 
women, he said, were left to 
fend for themselves based on 
the perception that “they are 
not serious” but RYMI rose up to 
the occasion to change the 
narrative by working with 
these young people to discuss 
their future and how they can 
live the life of their dream.

The founders  of  the 
organization used their  
personal live stories to mentor 
young women about their 
reproductive health rights in 
order to avoid teenage 
pregnancy and sexual abuse; 
provide after school learning 
program in 2016 to help young 
women improve their reading 
skills to enhance spelling 
ability, teach new words and 
pronounce better with the 
inclusion of some young men as 
well because there is a need to 
bring them along. Skills 
training is part of package to 
allow these adolescent women 
make meaningful contribution 
to their communities and the 
society as a whole. They are 
taught soap making, arts and 
craft, painting and invent 
chlorax for home use.

He said the RYMI believes 
that these skills will strengthen 
the beneficiaries’ resolve to 
stand up for their rights and 
become self-reliant.  In 
essence, Mr. Fuah said Rising 
Youth Mentorship Initiative is 
providing a full package of 
l ea rn ing  oppor tun i t i e s :  
reproductive health education, 
life skills and educational 
support to these young women. 
H e  a d d e d  t h a t  o t h e r  
recreational activities are 
included to make the mentees 
feel comfortable. 

The RYMI Coordinator 
acknowledged the immense 

contributions of Mr. Richard 
Lee who has been sacrificing to 
support the initiative since it 
started. He disclosed that Mr. 
Lee has provided up-to-date 
books to establish a library for 
the beneficiaries. 

For her part, the Guest 
Motivator, Ms. Yassah Lavela 
encouraged the young people 
to take their learning seriously 
because education would 
propel them to become anyone 
they aspire to be in life. 

The Harvard University 
Global Health Postgraduate 
Candidate admonished the 
RYMI beneficiaries that no 
matter the background they 
come from, determination and 
education can get them 
anywhere in the world. 

According to Ms. Lavela, she 
grew up in the Gogbachop 
Market area with little hope 
that she would be attending a 
school that has produced some 
of the world’s best leaders. 
When a friend told her to 
pursue such path, Yassah said 
she was apprehensive because 
her parents could not afford 
the cost of sending her to 
Harvard after she completed 
her studies at Cuttington 
University with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Nursing.

Ms. Lavela added the road to 
Harvard University was not a 
w a l k  i n  t h e  p a r k  b u t  
determination and focus took 
her through especially coming 
from a humble background. 
She added that learning is not 
just enough but young people 
should remember to give back 
t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  
communities. A representative 
of the parents whose children 
benefited from the RYMI 
e d u c a t i o n  e n r i c h m e n t  
program, Madam Emeline 
Frank express how grateful 
they [parents] are to RYMI for 
the program that keep their 
kids busy in a secured 
environment while they are 
away from home during the 
day.     

“It was indeed a great help 

RYMI marks 3rd 
Cont’d from page 6
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the fear of God” and 
el iminat ing corrupt ion,  
among others.

The group’s Liberia Airlift 
Mission Coordinator Mr. Boma 
Simeon Anga told an interview 
Wednesday, 4 September that 
the Fellowship is here to share 
success stories and connect 
Liberians to opportunities 
that can help them start their 
journey to building wealth and 

lifting as many as a million 
people out of poverty.

“Our target is to connect to 
Pro - Poor strategy that can lift 
hundreds of thousands, if not 
million, out of poverty. And you 
know Nigeria is facing the same 
p r o b l e m ,  b u t  w e  a r e  
addressing this problem head - 
on,” Mr. Anga told an interview 
at the Roberts International 
Airport (RIA).

The delegation is headed to 
Monrovia by Dr. Jeremiah 
Abutu, Medical Director at 
Gerab Hospitals, Nigeria and 
Distr ict  Coordinator  of  
FGBMFI.

While the group is here in 
Liberia, a business conference 
is expected to be held on 
Saturday, 7 September during 
which exploring business 
opportunities in Liberia will be 
discussed, with a focus on the 
cassava industry, among 
others.

On the same day, a 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i n n e r  i s  
expected to be 

 n i n e  -  m a n  
delegation from the AFull Gospel Business 

M e n ’ s  F e l l o w s h i p  
International (FGBMFI) is in 
Monrovia, announcing its 
target to lift a million 
impoverished Liberians out of 
poverty by connecting them 
to business opportunities, 
promoting “doing business in 
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iberia’s Minister of 
F i n a n c e  a n d  LDevelopment Planning 

Samuel Tweah says under 
the new macroeconomic 
framework, government 
f i s c a l  p o l i c y  i s  
contractionary to better 
manage deficit, which also 
has impact on inflation, 
especially in a dual currency 
regime. 
“Our fiscal policies under 
this new macroeconomic 
f r a m e w o r k   w i l l  b e  
anchored on minimizing the 

deficit, on controlling our 
w a g e  b i l l s  w h i c h  i s  
disproportionately high in the 
West African region, on 
increasing the effectiveness 
and efficiency of priority pro-
poor development spending,  

o n  e n s u r i n g  g r e a t e r  
transparency in fiscal data 
a n d  o n  s t r o n g e rg overn
ance and the fight 
a g a i n s t  
corruption”, 
he says. 

frica’s road to the 
2022 World Cup Ak i c k e d  o f f  o n  

Wednesday 4 September with 
eight first-round, first-leg 
m a t c h e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
continent.

The headline result from 
the afternoon was a 1-1 draw 
in the East African derby 
be tween  Bu rund i  a nd  
Tanzania in Bujumbura, with 
late goals from Cedric Amissi 
and Simon Msuva, while the 
night game featured another 
derby rivalry as Liberia got 

the better of fellow West 
Africans Sierra Leone 3-1 in 
Paynesville.

Goals from Terrence 
Tisdell, Mohammed Sangare 
and Sam Johnson ensured it 
was not a good return to 
international football for 
Sierra Leone, who have only 
recently seen their Fifa ban 
lifted.

Namibia started out on the 
right foot in the group stage 
after they won 2-1 away to 
Eritrea – with a goal from 

Highlands Park striker Peter 
Shaulile – while Lesotho 
claimed a fine result by 
holding Ethiopia 0-0 away in 
Bahir Dar.

Equatorial Guinea hold the 
edge in their tie against South 
Sudan after a 1-1 away draw, 
and Mozambique defeated 
Mauritius 1-0 in Belle Vue 
thanks to an early goal from 
Telinho.

Eswatini (in their first 
major qualification bid since 
changing their name from 
Swaziland) lost 2-1 to 

Djibouti, but remain very 
much alive in the tie thanks to 
their away goal, while 
Guinea-Bissau edged Sao 
Tome and Principe 1-0 away 
from home with a late 
penalty from Nanu.

The remainder of the first 
leg matches will be played on 
T h u r s d a y,  F r i d a y  a n d  
Saturday, before the return 
legs are held on 8 and 10 
S e p t e m b e r.  S o u r c e :  
www.supersport.com

Investors target million out of poverty

By Winston W. Parley
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Govt. targets contractionary fiscal policy
-Finance Minister Tweah

Liberia win on opening day of 
African World Cup qualifiers
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