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he Lagos State Police 
C o m m a n d  h a s  Ta n n o u n c e d  t h e  

arrest of 185 suspected 
cultists, whose activities have 
been creating panic and 
threatening the safety of 
residents of the Ikorodu area 
of the state.

The state Police Public 
Relations Officer, Bala 
Elkana, said in a statement on 
Sunday that the suspects 
were arrested following the 
Commissioner of Police, 
H a k e e m  O d u m o s u ’ s  
deployment of personnel 
from the command’s tactical 
unit in the Ikorodu, Ipakodo, 
Igbogbo, Ibeshe, Shagamu 
Road and Agbowa areas, 
among others.

He stated that eight 
locally-made pistols were 
recovered from the cultists, 
adding that all the 185 
s u s p e c t s  w o u l d  b e  
charged.Elkana stated, “Rival 
cults, especially in Ikorodu, 
have in the last few weeks 
engaged themselves in a 
supremacy battle with 
resultant deaths on both 
sides. The CP, Hakeem 
Odumosu, gave operatives of 
the Special Strike Force clear 
instructions to reclaim and 

dominate the public spaces and 
ensure that no cult or gang 
operates in any part of the 
state. “The personnel have so 
far arrested 185 notorious 
cultists and recovered eight 
locally-made pistols and other 
weapons from them. The 
suspects confessed to belonging 
to  the E iye,  A iye,  KK,  
Buccaneers  and  Vik ings  
confraternities, among others.

“ O n e  G b a d a m o s i  
Mohammed, 30, suspected to 

the Ikorodu Garage with one 
locally-made short gun and 
rounds of live cartridges. One 
Shodeinde Tosin, a hitman for 
the Eiye Confraternity in 
Igbogbo was also arrested with 
a locally-made short gun. The 
operations will be sustained in 
all parts of the state until the 
criminal gangs are defeated. 
T h e  s u s p e c t s  w i l l  b e  
c h a r g e d . ” I n  a n o t h e r  
development, a woman, Joy 
Asoya, has been arrested for 
a l legedly  s tabb ing  her  
neighbour, Favour Tochukwu, 
in the Bariga area of the state.

PUNCH Metro gathered that 
the women had a minor 
disagreement and Joy went 
into the kitchen, fetched a 

be among the cultists, who 
killed one Madariola Sunday, 
at Ibeshe on May 21, 2020, 
was among the suspects 
arrested. Also arrested are 
Onibudo Afeex, Habeeb Isa, 
Felix Igwoke and Taiwo Iyanu 
on Femi Taiwo Street, 
Ikorodu. They were arrested 
in an uncompleted building 
holding a cult meeting.

“One Adeoye Daya, 25, a 
h i t m a n  f o r  t h e  A i y e  
Confraternity, was arrested at 

knife and out of annoyance 
stabbed the 34-year-old 
Favour in the back.

Elkana said the victim was 
rushed to  hosp i ta l  for  
treatment, adding that Joy had 
been arrested and would be 
charged. He stated, “On May 
30, 2020, around 8.15pm, the 
Bariga Police Station received 
a distress call that one Favour 
Tochukwu, 34, of Alhaji Alimi 
Street, Bariga, was assaulted 
and stabbed in two places in 
her back with a kitchen knife 
by her neighbour, Joy Asoya, 
32, over a minor disagreement. 
The victim was rushed to the 
Lagos Island Hospital, where 
she was admitted.

“The suspect was arrested 
and she confessed to the 
c r i m e .  T h e  k n i f e  w a s  
recovered by detectives. 
Investigation is ongoing; the 
suspect will be charged upon 
t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  
investigation.” AFP

enya's Chief Justice 
has asked President KUhuru Kenyatta to 

respect the rule of law and 
swear in 41 judges proposed 
to him by a commission 

without further delay.
Chief Justice David Maraga 

told a media briefing on Monday 
that efforts to get an audience 
with the president over the 
matter had failed.

"A shortage of judges and 
near paralysis of court 
operations has been caused by 
the President's refusal to 
swear-in the judges," he said.

T h e  j u d g e s  w e r e  
nominated last year by the 
Judicial Service Commission 
and their  names were 
forwarded to the president 
for swearing in.

But President Kenyatta in 
February wrote to the 
commission saying he could 
not swear in the judges as 
some of them have integrity 
issues.

Two court have since 
declared the president’s 
decision as unconstitutional. 
They ruled that the president 
had no powers to question or 
reject names recommended 
by the commission.

"The president's disregard 
of court orders does not bode 
well for our constitutional 
democracy and is, potentially, 
a recipe for anarchy," Justice 
Maraga said.BBC

outh African schools 
are reopening after Sthe government eased 

lockdown measures, with the 
education minister saying 95% 
of the learning institutions 
have met requirements for 
safe re-opening.

The  government  has  
disinfected school premises 

and distributed masks and 
personal protective gear. The 
re-opening of schools was 
postponed by one week to 
allow for full compliance.

Local broadcasters have 
been sharing videos of learners 
streaming back to schools on 
Monday.School administrators 
are ensuring that students are 

adhering to social distancing, 
washing of hands and having 
their temperatures checked 
on arrival.

Minister Angie Motshekga 
said they are working on 
schools that are not ready for 
re-opening, with the biggest 
c h a l l e n g e  b e i n g  t h e  

sanitation of premises.
She  a l so  c i ted  the  

vandalism of more than 1,000 
schools that happened after 
schools closed as another 
challenge.The minister said 
no school that is not 
compliant will be allowed to 
re-open but that no learner 
shall be left behind. BBC

Kenya leader accused 
of paralysing courts

Kenyan Chief Justice David Maraga says 
the president caused a shortage of judges

Lagos held 185 
alleged cultists

SA minister says 95% 
of schools to re-open
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ASHINGTON, DC – As the COVID-19 crisis 
has escalated, stay-at-home orders Whave led to a surge in online purchases – 

of everything from groceries to medicines to 
household essentials – by consumers in the 
advanced economies. Africans facing similar 
movement restrictions will not enjoy the same 
convenience – or the safety it affords.

Over the last decade, a growing middle class and 
rapid progress in mobile and Internet 
penetration have supported the view that 
African countries are ripe for e-commerce 
success. Consumer spending across the 
continent is projected to reach $2.1 trillion by 
2025, by which time mobile-phone penetration 
in Sub-Saharan Africa is likely to stand at 50%.

Yet, so far, companies have largely failed to tap 
Sub-Saharan Africa’s e-commerce potential, 
owing to logistical challenges and inefficiencies. 
Nigeria, the continent’s largest market, ranks 
110th out of 160 countries when it comes to 
logistical efficiency, according to the World 
Bank. It can take three times as long to import an 
auto part through Lagos, Nigeria, than through 
Durban, South Africa. And it can cost up to five 
times more to transport goods in Sub-Saharan 
Africa than in the United States, based on 2015 
estimates. Across the continent, a lack of 
integration means that companies face smaller 
markets and considerable red tape when 
crossing borders.

When Alibaba was building and scaling its e-
commerce ecosystem in China in 2003, it took 
advantage of relatively advanced urban 
infrastructure – the result of significant 
government investments in the 1990s. Thanks to 
that physical infrastructure, as well as existing 
financial infrastructure, the company was able 
to reach profitability with its business-to-
business marketplace in 2002 – two years before 
the establishment of Alipay enabled it to 
overcome the lack of credit-card penetration 
and start expanding its customer-to-customer 
marketplace, Taobao.

American and European companies had even 
greater advantages, including strong national 
postal systems and last-mile overnight delivery 
services like FedEx and UPS, as well as reliable 
and widely used credit-card networks. African e-
commerce companies, by contrast, cannot 
always count on roads or street signs. Moreover, 
few Africans own bank cards (in Nigeria, the 
share is about 3%), and in many countries, only 
about 10% of adults have mobile money 
accounts. Many Africans do not trust online 
shopping.

Whereas a company like Alibaba could wait until 
it was already growing to improve online 
payments and logistics, African companies must 
implement their own solutions from the start, 
while trying to meet investors’ expectations. 
Given these challenges, it should perhaps not be 
surprising that Africa’s first e-commerce 
unicorn, Jumia, suspended operations at the end 
of last year in three of the 14 countries in which 
it previously worked, citing high fulfillment and 
shipping costs.

Supporting robust e-commerce growth in Africa 
will require infrastructure investment. According 
to the African Development Bank, the continent 
needs $130-170 billion per year in infrastructure 
investment – such as roads and railways – to meet 
baseline targets by 2025, implying a financing gap 
of $68-108 billion. China, with its competitive 
advantage in construction, can play a leading role 
in helping to close that gap.

The expansion of both asset-heavy and asset-light 
local logistics companies is also essential. Before 
the pandemic, demand for logistics companies in 
Africa was already rising, and a growing amount of 
venture capital was being channeled toward local 
logistics startups. Even as the COVID-19 crisis 
results in trade disruptions, trucking remains 
critical for supplying food, medicine, and other 
essentials to individuals and health-care facilities.

One promising asset-light firm – the Nigerian 
startup Kobo360 – connects truckers and 
companies to delivery services. Since launching in 
Lagos in 2017, it has expanded its operations to 
four countries. Kobo360 already has more than 
10,000 drivers and trucks on its app, and provides 
services to major companies like DHL, Honeywell, 
and Unilever.

Thanks to large investments – including a $20 
million Series A round led by Goldman Sachs, and 
$10 million in working-capital financing from 
Nigerian commercial banks – Kobo360 now plans to 
expand to ten more countries. The Kenyan 
logistics company Sendy, with a similar asset-light 
model, raised $20 million in a series B round, with 
Toyota’s trade and investment arm among the 
investors.

But a mature logistics market will also require 
investment in asset-heavy tech-enabled trucking 
operations. When DHL – the world’s biggest 
logistics company by revenue – expands to a new 
country, it often follows the asset-light model of 
leasing vehicles. But a lack of control over the 
quality of the hired trucks often meant that goods 
arrive damaged or late. This was a particularly 
serious problem in India, where logistics spending 
was at least 4-5% higher than in Europe. So, in 
2018, DHL launched a transportation subsidiary in 
the country, and aims to invest in a fleet of 10,000 
trucks over the next decade.

African markets will require similar mixed 
investments. While companies like Kobo360 will 
continue to connect companies to delivery 
vehicles, ensuring that there are a sufficient 
number of reliable vehicles available will require 
additional targeted investment. Here, 
development finance institutions should take the 
lead, investing directly in asset-heavy logistics 
companies, while venture funds continue to focus 
on asset-light companies.

Development finance institutions are uniquely 
suited to serve as catalysts for sectors that can 
boost economic growth or advance other 
development goals – or, during a pandemic, 
contribute to meeting public-health imperatives. 
Africa’s logistics sector undoubtedly fits that 
description.

If economic and commercial opportunities were not enough motivation for investors to 
tackle the short-term constraints on e-commerce in Africa, the COVID-19 pandemic should 
be. Without more advanced logistics and infrastructure, the continent will struggle to 
deliver essential supplies safely.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF Liberia seems to be struggling to expend or 
justify the expending of the US$25 million stimulus package 
approved thru a Joint Resolution by the 54th Legislature to ease 
economic burdens of citizens in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

THE JOINT RESOLUTION partly reads, “That the initial request for 
US$25 million is hereby approved for the Food Support Program with 
the modification that all of the 15 counties within the Republic shall 
be covered as affected counties for food support and additional 
amounts needed shall be submitted for re-appropriation. 
Procurement under this program must first accommodate locally 
produced food. That the Food Distribution Program must prioritize 
the vulnerable population and the first responder population to wit: 
the disadvantaged youth, the homeless, orphanages, senior 
citizens, people with disabilities, health workers and security 
personnel deployed in the frontline of the enforcement of the State 
of Emergency and that all restrictions imposed by the President 
pertaining to the movement of persons and hours applicable is 
hereby approved and modified only to the extent that all persons 
appearing in public streets and buildings must wear a protective 
device that covers at least the nose and mouth.”

THIS TOOK EFFECT on April 9, 2020. But two months after, the Food 
Distribution Program is yet to visibly impact even the most 
vulnerable residents of Monrovia, let alone Montserrado and Margibi 
Counties dubbed as “most affected counties” in the pandemic. 

THE CHAIRMAN OF the food distribution steering committee, 
Commerce Minister Wilson Tarpeh disclosed recently that the 
International Monetary Fund provided a grant of US$5 million to 
augment the stimulus package to US$30 million. However, the actual 
distribution seems largely elusive, for lack of better choice of words.    

WHAT IS EVEN more worrisome is that the State of Emergency has 
ended and President George Manneh Weah has emphatically said it 
will not be renewed. The Executive Mansion quotes the President as 
saying that given Liberia's level of experience from the coronavirus 
and its mode of transmission, including strides being made in its 
containment, coupled with developments in other countries, there 
is no need for extension of the SOE.

HENCE, THE GOVERNMENT is about to re-open the country, 
beginning with resumption of normal flights at the Roberts 
International Airport effective 21st June including activities of 
hotels, guest houses, gaming centers and schools. Meanwhile, there 
is no food as was budgeted, despite continuous assurance by 
Chairman Tarpeh to the public. 

LIBERIANS ARE NOW becoming apprehensive, and rightly so, that 
this US$25 million stimulus package would not face the same fate of 
the US$25 million mop up of excess liquidity in the economy, which 
this administration has failed to account for in spite of public 
pressure.

SADLY, WE ARE seeing packages of food being taken to selective 
communities by the Tarpeh-led committee in a spring frog style amid 
outcry from residents that food is not reaching them amid 
speculations that health workers are preparing to protest for lack of 
incentive.

SOONER OR LATER, we are going to see the government coming out 
with report, whatever it may be, on how the distribution was carried 
out even with the glaring knowledge or reality that nothing much is 
being done with this allotment.

OUR HONEST ADVICE to the government is not to take the Liberian 
people for granted by taking money from the national coffers under 
the pretext of wanting to give them food when the process is 
shrouded with uncertainty and sheer farce.   

Another US$25m 
to go in thin air
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Investing in African Logistics

By Aubrey Hruby & Aubrey Rugo
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T m ct o  t  VID- 9 si i global, a n onal efforhe i pa  f he CO 1 cri s s  nd ati recovery ts 
mus ob l  eize s ared oppo tunit  Now er  s thit be gl al y focused to s h r ies. h e i s 
m r  evident h i the oba  a n h ni – the .o e t an n gl l dom i t at u tes us  ocean
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SLO/NGERULMUD – From Jamaica to Palau and Norway to Indonesia, the impact of 
the COVID-19 crisis is global, and national recovery efforts must be globally Ofocused to seize shared opportunities. Nowhere is this more evident than in the 

global domain that unites us – the ocean. We now need to harness the potential of 70% of 
the planet to provide a “blue boost” to our economies, while building a more resilient and 
sustainable world.

The ocean is central to life on earth. It absorbs a quarter of all carbon dioxide emissions 
and captures more than 90% of the additional heat they generate. The ocean economy is 
worth over $2.5 trillion annually. It provides seafood to over three billion people each day 
and a livelihood for three billion. It transports around 90% of world trade. It is a source of 
energy and key ingredients for fighting disease. For many of us, it is a workplace and a 
home.

We represent countries that look extensively to the ocean for essential services and 
provisions, from aquaculture in the Norwegian fjords to tourism and fisheries off Palau. 
While our challenges are different, we are linked by the fact that the pandemic has put 
much of this at risk. The global tourism industry faces profound challenges in 2020 and 
many uncertainties in future years, with any recovery likely to be long and hard. Palau, 
for example, is projecting a decline of 52% in tourist arrivals in 2020 and 92% in 2021, 
leading to a 23% decline in GDP. Food security is also at risk. Supply chains have been 
disrupted due to social distancing and quarantine measures, with the fishing and seafood 
sectors particularly vulnerable.

As the world takes stock of the impacts and routes to recovery, the High Level Panel for a 
Sustainable Ocean Economy (the Ocean Panel, which we co-chair) is emphasizing that 
blue nature needs to be central to our thinking. The ocean has an essential role to play, 
not only in terms of health and medicine, food and energy security, climate-change 
mitigation and adaptation, and scientific discovery, but also – and perhaps most integral 
to a post-pandemic future – in strengthening resilience to similar shocks.

To ensure that the ocean can fulfill its role, the road to recovery must include closing the 
waste loop by accelerating the development of a circular economy. Consider plastic 
pollution, which scars our landscapes, fills our ocean, and harms the health of the world’s 
poorest people. Two billion people lack access to waste-management systems, and the 
pandemic is likely worsening the situation. During the 2014-16 Ebola outbreak in West 
Africa, the generation rate of infectious waste was estimated at 240 liters per Ebola 
patient per day.

Moreover, ocean pollution goes beyond plastics, and includes environmental 
contaminants such as pesticides, heavy metals, organic substances, and antibiotics. 
Research commissioned by the Ocean Panel shows that we must tackle the root causes of 
all ocean pollution to ensure the health of our planet and human wellbeing.

Consider the ocean’s role in food security. It is a key part of the solution to both the 
medium-term disruption to food systems and the longer-term challenge of feeding ten 
billion people by 2050. This is especially true for countries like Palau, where people 
depend on the ocean for most of their diet. During the Ebola epidemic, West Africa’s 
fishing industry helped feed the population when agricultural lands were abandoned 
during the outbreak. Fish played a central role in securing a protein supply for both 
coastal and inland communities. Research commissioned by the Ocean Panel shows that, 
with better management and innovation, the ocean could provide more than six times as 
much food as it does today.

Meanwhile, some of the vulnerabilities in local and international seafood supply chains 
exposed by the crisis are already being addressed. Supply chains are being made shorter 
and more resilient, thanks to expanded cold-storage capacity, a larger role for small-
scale artisanal fishing, and higher local demand.

Resilience must be an objective of all our economic policies. After all, the global crisis 
caused by COVID-19 does not render obsolete our long-term climate and ocean 
challenges; on the contrary, it makes us more vulnerable to them. Nor does it take away 
the opportunities a sustainable ocean economy affords us. For example, Norway’s 
economic-recovery investments in green shipping, including new vessels powered by 
zero-emission energy sources such as hydrogen and batteries, will cut pollution and 
create jobs.

The case for developing a healthy and sustainable ocean economy is strong. Investing in 
key ocean actions like shipping decarbonization, mangrove conservation and restoration, 
sustainable seafood production, and renewable energy development provides global 
benefits. These include not only financial benefits, but also better health outcomes for 
consumers, richer biodiversity, and more secure jobs, among others. A sustainable ocean 
should be seen not just as a conservation imperative, but also as a priority for the future 
of our economies, ecosystems, and society.

The extraordinary global nature of the COVID-19 crisis means that we must work together 
to achieve the sustainable future we envision. Within the next year, the Ocean Panel will 
release an action agenda that sets out a plan that combines effective protection, 
sustainable production, and equitable prosperity to improve resilience to economic 
shocks, health crises, and resulting social disruptions. In the meantime, we are working 
with our fellow Ocean Panel members by sharing challenges and experiences, insights 
and knowledge, and inviting others to join us.

Taking the steps now to respond, reset, and rebuild through a blue recovery will ensure 
ocean health and wealth, stimulate our economies, and create a more resilient, 
sustainable, and prosperous future for us all.

2020                              
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EW Y RK – G vernments aroun  the w rld are sponding forc fully to the O o d o re e
COVID-1  crisis with a combined isc l and m n tary response h t has already 9  f a o e  t aNreached 10% of o  GDP. et accordi g to the l test global as essment rom the  gl bal Y n a s f

Unit d Na ions Departme t of Economi  and Soci l ffai , these s imu us measu s e t n  c a A rs  t l re
may not boo t consumption and inv stme t by as much as policym kers are hoping. s  e n  a

Th  p oblem i  that a s gn ficant portio  f the money is bein  fun eled directly into e r s  i i n o  g n
capital buffers, leading to a  inc ase in precautionary balances. he situati n is ak n to n re  T o  i
the “l quidity rap” that so worri d John Ma nard Keynes du ng the Great Dep ssi ni t e  y ri   re o .

To a ’s stimulus me ures have underst dably been lled o t in has e – lmost ind y as an  ro u t a  
panic – to c n ain the econo ic fa lout fro  the demic. And hile thi  fi -hose  o t m  l m pan w  s re  
approach was n ither argeted n r precise, man  c mmentators w u d argue h t it was e t o  y o o l t a  
the only option  the t me. ithout a massive njection f emergenc  liquidity, t ere  at i  W  i o y h
probably would ave bee  widespread bank pt i s, losse  of organi a ional capital,  h n ru c e s  z t  
and an even ste per pat  to recovery. e h

But it is now cle r tha  the pandemi  will last mu h longer than a few weeks, as was a t c c  
initiall  assu ed hen these e ergency measures w re en t d. That ean  th se y m w  m e ac e  m s e
programs all need to be assessed more carefull , with a  ye to th  long term. During y n e  e
peri ds of de p ncert nty, precautio ary savi gs t pi all  ris  as hous holds and o   e u ai n n y c y e e
businesses hold n to cash or fea of wha  lies ah ad.o   f r t e

he urrent crisis is no exception. Much of h  money that households a d busines es T c  t e n s
ceiv  in the orm of stimu us ch cks will proba ly sit idle n their a k acc u ts, re e f l e b i  b n o n

win  t  nxieti s about t e uture a d a ader reduct on in s ending opportunit es. o g o a e h f n bro i p i
t he ame ti e, bank  will likely h e t  sit on the exce s liquidity, for lack of credit-A t s  m s av o s
o h  borrowers willi g to take out fres  loans.w rt y n  h

Not surpris ng y  excess reserves h ld i  S deposi ory i stit t ons nearl  doubled i l , e n U t n u i y
between Fe ary and A l, rom $1.5 trillion o $2.9 trill on. For comparison, ex es  bru pri f t i c s
res rves held n banks during the Great R ce sion reached just $  trillio . This m ss ve e i  e s 1 n a i
increase in bank res rves suggests th t the tim lus policie  impl mented s  far have e a s u s e o
had a low multi ier effect. Cl arly, bank credit alone s not going t  l ad us out of the pl e i o e
current e onom c stal mate.c i e

Making matt rs worse, to ’s e es  liquidity may carr  a h gh s cial c st. Beyond the e  day  xc s  y  i  o o
us al fea  about debt and inflatio , there s als  goo ason to worry that the excess u rs n  i o d re
cas  in b nks will be f nn led oward financial speculation. Stoc  markets are al ady h a u e t  k re
gyrati g wildl  on a daily basis, and this v latil ty cou d i  turn pe tuate the limate n y o i l n rpe  c
o  i crea ed uncertai ty, eading t  still more precautionary behavio , and di couraging f n s n l o r s
bo h consumpti n an  the i vestment ne ded to ve h  recovery.t  o  d n e dri t e

In this c e, e i l be facin  a liquidity rap and  liquidit  conundrum  massi e as w w l g t a y : v
incre ses i  t e s pply of oney and only limited uses for it by househ ld  and a n h u m  o s
busines es. Well-designed st mulu  m asures coul help on e OV -19 has be n s  i s e  d c C ID  e
brought under ontrol  But  long as the pandemic i  still raging, there c  be no turn c . as  s  an re
to normal y.c

Th  key or now, then, is to reduce risk and inc ase ince tives to s nd. As long as firms e f  re n  pe
are worri d that the e onomy will rem in weak six month  or a year from o  they will  e c a  s n w,
postpo e inv stme t, thereby delaying the reco ery. nly the st te can brea  this n e n v O  a k
v cious circle. Gov rnments ust take it pon the selve  to insure a a nst to a ’s i  e m u m s g i d y
risks, by offeri g compe satio  for fi s in the ev nt tha  the conomy oe  not cover n n n rm  e t e d s re
by a certai  point in t me.n i

There is already a m de  for doing this: “A w-De u securities” (so amed for theo l rro bre n  
Nobel laureate conomists Kenn th A w and Gérard De reu) would bec me a ablee e rro  b o p y  
under certain predeterm ned conditio s. or example, the governme t couldi n F n   
gu rantee t at if a hou ehold purchased a ca t day, and the epidemi  cu e remained a  h s  r o c rv
at a certa n int six months from now, its mo t ly ar payme t  woul e su pen d. i  po n h  c n s d b s de
Similarly, income c n ingent loans an mo gages c u d be used to enc u g  the - o t d rt o l o ra e
purchase of a wide range of consumer durables, in luding o sing. Similar provis ons c h u i
c u d a ply o real inve tmen s made by f rms.o l p t s t i

Gove ments also should consi r i suing spending o chers to stimulate h usehold rn de s v u  o
consum tion. Th s is already h ening in Chin , where l ca  v rnments across 0 p i  app a o l go e 5
cities are issuing digital co pons that can be used to b y v rious goods nd services u  u a  a

ith n  ertain tim frame. The expira ion date make  them potent s imu ants of w i  a c e t s t l
onsum ion d aggregate demand n the s o  term – when it is needed most.c pt an i  h rt  

ith the pande ic likely t  last much long r than was original y assu ed, still mo  W m o e  l m  re
tim lus wi l be nec ssary  Although the U ited St tes, or example, has a ready s ent s u l e . n a f  l  p

$3 t llion on arious fo s of assistan e, without m re  and  one o s, better-ri v rm c  o  – , h pe
d signed – measure , that mone  will have merel  prolonged th  liv s f many e s y y e e o
enterpris s by  few months  rather t an actual y saving the .e a , h l  m

One pp ac  that has been working in s veral co ntries is o provide assi tance to firm  a ro h  e u t s  s
on t e c n tion t at t ey retai  their w rkers, su orti g wage bills and ot er c sts in h o di h h  n o pp n   h o
proportion o an nterprise’s crea e in venue.  the US, eprese tativ  Prami a  t e  de s re In  R n e l
Jayapal,  congresswoman from Washington State  has proposed legi latio  along t ese a ,  s n  h
line , as have seve l senatorss ra .

u g e  s  ro I 9 s u d r  D rin  th  initial hock f m COV D-1 , it wa  n e standable that
e t n n k  r p n a iv  i t f governm n s a d ce tral ban s would es o d with m ss e njec ions o

iq id u p l y to k  e  i r  l u ity. B t now o ic makers need  ta e a st p back and cons de which
m  t m s e a e d d w   rm  for s of s i ulu  ar  re lly n e e , and hich risk doing more ha  than

ogo d.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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t is less than 72 hours since I did a critique regarding 
Chairman Alex Cummings’ appearance on the 50-50 ITalk Show. I concluded that the health of our 

national politics was deplorable and lamented the 
chronic weakness of those playing active leadership 
roles in the opposition community as well as the 
government.
 
As if things are not bad enough, the public is being 
drawn to the disturbing and shaming development at 
the Senate. Senate Pro Tempore, Albert Chie, a 
CDCian and leader of the ruling establishment, which 

the opposition should be trying to change, is accusing 
Senator Dillon, the CPP Senator, of being a two-faced 
hypocrite. Dillon who was uncharacteristically silent, 
is being accused in front of colleagues in the Senate 
Chambers of collecting money from Chie under the 
cover of darkness, and pretending to be a fighter for 
the masses in the day.
 
Since Pro Temp Chie made those grave allegations 
against Dillon, declaring further that Dillon is corrupt 
and informs him "behind closed doors", we have not 
gotten any forceful denial from Dillon. A few die-hard 
supporters have unfortunately turned themselves into 
a spin machine, flipping this serious character scandal 
by accusing Chie of being disloyal to CDC and President 
Weah for doling out money to Dillon. 
 
What we are witnessing here bears resemblance to a 
guy who publicly denounces homosexuality but is 
caught red-handed sleeping with a young boy. If this is 
not hypocrisy, then I don’t know what it is. By the way, 
does anybody remember what led to Jimmy Swaggart 
stepping down from the pulpit?  
 
You see, these attempts at making Dillon look 
inculpable cannot withstand the light of scrutiny. 
Because, only a politically groomed cult member will 
not see the blatant hypocrisy and moral bankruptcy 
associated with the so-called Light begging for money 
from the ‘darkness’. Imagine, Dillon, the host senator 
collecting and trading information for money to the 
ruling party through Chie! This news is seriously 
troubling for any political movement. 
 
It is needless to remind us that we have been through 
too much as Liberians and as such, we can no longer 
afford to have empty glory-chasing opportunists 
pretending to love the masses while they make 
business with the ruling party government under the 

cover of darkness. Maddeningly, we saw this before; 
when in 2003, the Consolidated Registered Political 
Parties (CRPP) under the leadership of David Kortie 
and Cllr. Rudolph Sherman clandestinely operated 
with former President Taylor by mortgaging the 
interest of the masses. And so, our campaign against a 
weak and wobbling opposition has got absolutely 
nothing to do with a like or dislike of Dillon, or even 
the CPP but comes from the well documented history 
of what can happen when the opposition is weak, 
hypocritical, lacks character and deceptively cuts 
shady deals with the ruling establishment. It is also a 
known historical fact that Cletus Wotorson exploited 

the weakness in the opposition community when he 
was selected overnight as the Coalition’s Standard 
Bearer in 1997.  
 
In our struggle for a better Liberia, we need to spurn 
the temptation of getting immerse into political 
footballification, and search for real credible and 
reliable individuals, not conmen who will betray the 
interest of the masses at the drop of a hat. I think 
these pretences at speaking for the Liberian people 
while pushing one’s selfish agenda has not helped 

Liberia, and must be condemned at all times no 
matter who does it. 
 
The point is that had Chie not leaked Dillon’s regular 
secret meetings with him, none of us would have 
known that Dillon has been cozying up to Chie in the 
darkness for money. It looks like the leopard in Dillon is 
making no efforts to change its spots. Imagine, the 
controversy surrounding his high school paper; the 
issue with the car; and the noise with the US$6000; 
now we are dealing with the issue about the brother 
clandestinely taking money from element within the 
upper echelon of the CDC Government. 
 
Besides Sen. Chie, who else in the ruling 
establishment is Sen. Dillion milking? Are there other 
elements in our opposition community that are also 
using the Dillon technique? I think the CPP needs to 
investigate the whole situation, or risks not being 
taken seriously. Also, this offers a chance to the CPP to 
showcase its stated commitment to higher standards.
 
We, as opposition figures cannot be vociferous in our 
condemnation of CDCians for being slavishly loyal to 
their Standard Bearer, and at the same time, being 
culpable of doing the same thing in the CPP. Hence, I 
think the CPP needs to take the moral high ground to 
either advise or investigate Dillon for the sake of the 
morale and reputation of the movement.   
 
Some of us are passionate about the forward advance 
of our country. And so, we will not shy away from 
pointing out the pitfalls in the government and the 
opposition community for fear of being shouted down 
by internet car boys and the usual Facebook mob.
 
About the author: Atty. Isaac W. Jackson, Jr., is 
currently serving as Liberia’s Permanent 
Representative to IMO. Before his assignment, 
Jackson served with Liberia’s Ministry of 
Information, Culture and Tourism from 2008 as 
Assistant and later Deputy Minister for Press & 
Public Affairs. Jackson defends a political career 
which arises from his days as a student activist at 
the University of Liberia, where he received a 
Bachelor in Economics and Political Science. He 
later earned Bachelor of Laws from the Louis 
Arthur Grimes School of Law.  Currently, he is a 
candidate for Master of Laws in International 
Economic Law, Justice and Development at 
Birkbeck, University of London. He can be reached 
at whiekonblo@yahoo.com

Flagging Hypocrisy
By: Isaac W. Jackson, Jr.
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he President of the 
Alumni Association of Tthe United Methodist 

University (UMU) SN Sunny 
Doe, is appealing to authorities 
of the University to lift the ban 
on student politics at the 
institution. 

According to him, the ban 
on politics on campus is a 
complete infringement on 
rights of students reading 

Public Administration and 
Political Science.

Mr. Doe emphasized that 
there is a need for authorities 
of the University to lift the ban 
to enable students put in 
practice what they are being 
taught.

He spoke recently when the 
Association donated 50 bags of 
rice, oil and other anti-
coronavirus materials to 

authorities of the University.
He assured the  UMU 

authorities that if the band on 
politics is lifted, there would 
be smooth political activities 
on campus, adding that 
members of the Association are 
ready to work with the 
administration to move the 
institution forward.

Mr. Doe hailed instructors of 

the University for the good job 
they have been providing for 
the University over the years.

For his part, the President of 
UMU Albert Coleman, thanked 
members of the Alumni 
Association for the donation 
and assured them of working 
together to move activities of 
the Univers ity forward, 
stressing that unity is vital in 
any giving society.

More headline news   More headline news

he Government of 
L i b e r i a  i n  Tpartnership with 

s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e  
agriculture sector 

celebrates the launch of 
the USAID Feed the Future 
L i b e r i a  A g r i b u s i n e s s  
Development Activity’s cash 
voucher scheme aimed at 
distributing quality rice seeds 
among 1,500 rice farmers in 
Bong, Nimba and Lofa 

Counties, respectively. 
LADA, a five-year initiative 

funded by the United States 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID) includes 
series of trainings, technical 
assistance  and investment 
grants to support technology 
upgrade and streamlining of 
supply chains, increasing 
part ic ipat ion  of  women 
entrepreneurs, and boost 
domestic and international 

market access to make rice, 
cassava, vegetables, cocoa, 
and aquaculture  profitable 
and competitive.

As part of efforts to 
complement the Ministry of 
Ag r i cu l tu re  e f fo r t s  i n  
mitigating the risk of food 
security impact from the 
COV ID-19  c r i s i s ,  LADA 
distributes agricultural inputs 
to smallholder rice producers 
to enable them remain on the 
production cycle during the 
pandemic. 

The program targets 
approximately 1,500 food 
insecure and progressive rice 
producers in the three 
counties.  The beneficiaries 
received   quality rice seeds 
t h r o u g h  c o m m u n i t y  
agricultural input voucher 
fairs.  

USAID launched the first 
seeds distribution fair in 
Melekee, Jorquelleh District, 
Bong County, which brought 
together public-private 
s takeho lder s  inc lud ing  
fa rmers ,  agro-dea ler s ,  
processors and government 
officials.

Speaking dur ing the 
ce remony,  Ag r i cu l t u re  

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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LADA launches rice seeds 
cash voucher scheme 

Agriculture Minister Jeanine Cooper 
cuts ribbon at the launch

Lift ban on 
student politics
-UMU Alumni President Sunny Doe

Facebook, customerscan easily 
switch from the Free Mode to 
the Data Mode, which would 
allow them to viewand interact 
with the photos and videos. 

Facebook Flex FAQs

Q. How is Facebook Flex 
d i f fe rent  f rom regu la r  
Facebook?  

A. ?This version of Facebook 
allows people to flexibly move 
between two modes – Free Mode 
and Data Mode. Free Mode is a 
version of Facebook where you 
can post, comment, like, chat 
and send pictures for free. You 
cannot view pictures or videos in 
Free Mode 

To view photos or videos, 
switch to Data Mode by clicking 
the “View Photos” button. You 
will be charged for data (MB) in 
this mode. You can go back to 
Free Mode any time by clicking 
the “Go to Free” button. 

Q. Will I have access to 
Facebook Flex even if I do not 
have airtime/data balance? 

A. TheFree Mode of Facebook 
can be accessed without data 
charges. So, even if you do not 
have data or airtime, you can 
still browse and communicate 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10

onestar Cell MTN on 
M o n d a y  J u n e  8 ,  Lannounced the launch 

of its free Facebook access 
known as the Facebook Flex, as 
part of an innovative move to 
f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
penetration of digital and social 
connectivity in Liberia.

The company in a press 
statement Monday said the 
Facebook FlexgivesLonestar 
Cell MTNcustomersthe ability 
tochat and stay connected with 
friends and familyon Facebook 
with no interruptions.

Yaw AnkomaAgyapong, Chief 
Marketing Officer of Lonestar 
Cell MTN said, “By enabling 
data-free access to Facebook, 
we are helping to connect more 
Liberians to the digital world, 
driven by our core belief that 
everyone deserves the benefit 

of a modern, connected life. 
Social media platforms like 
Facebook have become vital 
communication tools for many 
people, and we want to ensure 
that our customers can access 
them more affordably. This is just 
one of the ways we are bridging 
the digital gap in Liberia and 
helping more Liberians connect to 
social interests and the people 
they care about everywhere they 
go.”

Using the Free Mode of 
Facebook, Lonestar Cell MTN 
customers can browse, post, 
update their status or comment on 
posts for freewithout using data. 
All they have to do is connect to 
Facebook using the android app or 
visit the facebook.com mobile site 
through their phone’s browser and 
select the Free Mode.

To viewpictures and videos on 

Lonestar Cell MTN launches 
free Facebook access
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he National Fisheries 
and  Aquacu l tu re  TAuthority (NaFAA) 

will on today, 9 June officially 
launch the NaFAA/European 
Union Covid-19 Project across 
fishing communities in four 
coastal counties.

According to a press release 
issued by the communication 
Director of NaFAA, Lewis E. B. 

Konoe, those counties to 
benefit include Montserrado, 
Grand Cape Mount, Margibi 
and Grand Bassa.

According to Mr. Konoe, the 
launch is scheduled to take 
place in the township of West 
Point, particularly on the 
public football field at 11am.

He adds that Covid-19 

Presenting the cash to 
NPHIL through its Deputy 
Director General, Madam Jane 
Macauley, the Project Officer 
of Grow Hope Foundation, Mr. 

materials to be distributed 
across fishing communities 
within the four coastal 
counties include NaFAA/EU 
customized large drums with 
foot-stand faucets, NaFAA/EU 
customized small rubber 
buckets with faucets, cholera, 
powder soap, sanitizers and 
NaFAA/EU customized nose 

masks.
The press release says the 

ceremony will be attended by 
officials from NaFAA, the 
European Union Delegation to 
Liberia, the leadership of the 
Core Management Association 
(CMA), the leadership of the 
township of West Point and the 
public.--Press release

Sonny Fumbah lauded NPHIL 
for the many great strides in 
the fight against the virus. 

“The entire world has one 
enemy and that common 
enemy is the coronavirus. Our 
organization wants to present 
US$1,500 for this initiative and 
we hope to do more as time 
progresses,” noted Fumbah.

The  Deputy  D i rector  
General of NPHIL, Madam Jane 
Macauley, called on Liberians 
to adhere to all existing health 
protocols. 

The deputy NPHIL boss 
pointed out that strict 
adherence to the health 
protocols is an imperative and 
as such, all Liberians must join 
the fight.  

“We  w i l l  wo rk  w i th  
transport to ensure that this is 
ensured. I want to call on all 
L i be r i an s  t o  j o i n  t h i s  
campaign; this is an imperative 
for the fight against,” she 
added. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne  

he National Public 
Health Institute of TLiberia (NPHIL) has 

out l ined a  number of  
solutions aimed at alleviating 
health threats amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The proposal is also aimed 
at supporting President 
George Manneh Weah’s 
“Masks for All” campaign with 
support for robust hand 
washing stations. 

Speaking at a news 
conference in Monrovia 
recent ly,  the Director  
General of NPHIL, Dr. Mosoka 
Fallah, said the proposed 
solutions will also stimulate 
economies of three pilot 
communities, namely; West 
Point, Kew Kru Town, and 
Caldwell (North Road and 
Samukai Town Communities). 

He said the initiative will 
financially support local 
tailors and seamstresses to 
produce face masks based on 
specifications from NPHIL. 

“It will empower local 
women involved in soap 
making by helping them to 
produce local watery soap, 
which will be bought by NPHIL 
to support the hands washing 
stations,” he added. 

Dr. Fallah pointed out that 
the masks will be purchased 
by NPHIL and donated to the 
local community government 

r. Alaric Tokpa has 
d e c l a r e d  h i s  
intention to run in D

the upcoming senatorial 
election in Gbarpolu County, 
saying his decision is in 
response to increasing calls 
for him to be active part in 
the county’s politics to focus 
on the needs of the people.

Dr. Tokpa says he has 

and taskforce for sale at a 
minimum cost of LRD25. 

“NPHIL will build in a 
r igorous monitoring and 
evaluation procedure to 
measure the impact of this pilot 
intervention on adherence. We 
are going to design studies to 
measure the association 
between these interventions 
and the prevalence and 
incidence of Covid-19 in these 
p i lo t  communi t ie s ,”  he  
explained. 

Dr. Fallah: “We are also going 
to measure the effect of the 

realized that beyond the 
traditional roles of a lawmaker 
which are lawmaking, oversight 
and representation, the 
dynamics of post war politics 
and the hardship in the country 
require legislators to also pay 
attention to the living condition 
of Liberians.

Speaking Sunday, 7 June to 
group of citizens of Gbarpolu 
County, Dr. Tokpa stressed the 

financial incentives on the 
tailors and soap making 
women and their livelihood 
d u r i n g  t h e  c o v i d - 1 9  
pandemic. We will also build a 
research consortium on this to 
identify additional funding to 
scale-up if the pilot is 
successful.”  

As part of its contribution 
to the “Masks for All” 
campa ign ,  a  US -based  
Liberian organization under 
the banner, Grow Hope 
Foundation donated US$1,500 
to NPHIL. 

need to pay more attention to 
the environment in the fight 
against climate change.

He outlines his plan which 
support the education, 
agriculture and the health 
s y s t e m ,  w h i l e  a l s o  
emphasizing the need to give 
support for better roads, 
electricity and safe drinking 
water.

He believes that this is the 
time for the people of 
Gbarpolu County to humble 
themselves, calling on them 
to reach out to each other and 
reconcile to make the county 
visible. 

Touching on the county’s 
leadership in the Legislature, 
D r .  T o k p a  a r g u e s  
thatGbarpolu’s voice in the 
L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  w e a k ,  
disjointed and always absent, 
thus suggesting the need for a 
stronger voice that will 
remind the government of its 
being. Dr. Alaric Tokpa is a 
Liberian polit ician and 
political scientist. In 2002 he 
was the acting chairman of 
the Department of Political 
Science at the University of 
Liberia.--Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

More headline news   More headline news
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Dr. Alaric Tokpa declares intention 
for 2020 senatorial election

By Bridgett Milton

Dr. Alaric Tokpa

NaFAA launches EU 
Covid - 19 project today

NPHIL outlines solutions against health threats

Mr. Sonny Fumbah, Project Officer of Grow Hope Foundation 
Presents US$1,500 to Deputy NPHIL boss, Jane Macauley
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 Le  p rés ident  
tempora i re  du  «sénat n’a rien fait 

de  ma l  » ,  a  déc la ré  
leprésident de la Coalition 
p o u r  l e  c h a n g e m e n t  
démocratique. Le chef du 
parti au pouvoir est ainsi venu 
à la rescousse du sénateur 
Albert Chie pris à partie par 
certains militantsde la 
Coalition au pouvoiraprès 
qu’il a révélé récemment 
qu'il avait donné 3 000 dollars 
au sénateur et opposant 
Abraham Darius Dillon, pour 
payer ses observateurslors de 
l’élection sénatoriale du 

Le Sénat libérien a voté à 
une écrasante majorité pour 
que la Commission des 
concessions etdes marchés 
publ ics  (PPCC) achète 
lematériel électoraldes 
p r o c h a i n e s  é l e c t i o n s  
sénatoriales de mi-mandat de 
2020 chez un fournisseur 
unique. 

Le comité mixte dirigé par 
le sénateur de Grand Cape 
Mount, Me Varney Sherman, a 
recommandé que, comme le 
gouvernement  n 'a  pas  
d'argent pour les élections, 
que la Commissionélectorale 
nationale traite avec des 
fourn i s seurs  sansappel  
d'offres en particulier.Qu’elle 
traiteavec les fournisseurs 
avec lesquels elle a déjà eu 
àfaire des transactions pour 
garantir la tenue du scrutin.

Parallèlement, la Plénière 
a approuvé son rapport de 
commission mixte sur le 
r e p o r t  d e s  é l e c t i o n s  
sénatoriales de mi-mandat de 
2020 du 13 octobre au 8 
décembre 2020.

L'organe a pris la décision 

FrançaisFrançais

comté de Montserrado. 
Animantun point de presse à 

Monrovia le vendredi 05 juin, 
Morlu a déclaré que le sénateur 
Chie aaidé Dillon après les 
électionssénatoriales partielles 
du comté de Montserrado, à ce 
moment, la coalition au pouvoir 
avait déjàperdul’élection.

Selonle président de la 
CDC,le sénateur Dillon, après le 
s c r u t i n , a v a i t  f a i t d e  l a  
mendicité ici et là pour lever 
des fonds pour payer ses 
observateurs  qu ' i l  avait  
embauchés.

« Dillons’était mis à genoux 
devantle président temporaire 

le vendredi 5 juin, lors de sa 
séance ordinaire au Capitol. La 
séance faisait suite à un rapport 
soumis par le comité mixte sur 
les agences autonomes et les 
revendications, les pétitions et 
le pouvoir judiciaire.

« Les élections et le 

du sénat pour qu’il lui donnât 
de l’argent. J'ai appris de 
sources crédibles que les 
observateursavaient menacé 
de brûler sa maison, s'il ne 
payaitpas leur argent. Le 
présidenttemporaire du 
sénat, en sa qualité de leader, 
a besoin du soutiende ses 
collègues pour adopter des 
projets de loi et d'autres 
instruments pertinents, d’où 
la nécessitéde les aider», a-t-
il expliqué.

Le Pro-Temporeà faitla 
révé la t ion  l a  sema ine  
dernière lorsque le Sénat a 
mis en place un comité pour 
enquêter sur Dillon à qui on 
reproche d’avoir qualifié le 
sénat de «pourri et inutile».Le 
comité avait été mis en place 
à  l a  s u i t e  d ' u n e  
communication du sénateur 
du comté de Lofa, George 
Tengbeh. Il y avait des 
rumeurs qui faisaient état de 
ce que le patron du sénat 
avait l’intention d’expulser 
l’opposant Dillon du sénat. 

Mais les militantslamda 
sont mécontents. Pour eux, il 
est inadmissible que Chie, un 
membre de la Coalition au 
pouvoir, soit si gentil au point 
de payer les observateurs d'un 
candidat de l'opposition qui a 
déraciné le parti au pouvoir 
de sa forteresse dans le comté 
de Montserrado.

référendum prévus pour le 13 
octobre 2020 devraient être 
reportés au 8 décembre 2020. 
Cela est évident en raison du 
COVID-19 et du manque de 
financement en 2019 et au 
début de 2020 », indique le 

L'ambassade des États-Unis à 
M o n r o v i a  à  d i t a p p r é c i e r  
grandement et partager les 
profondes préoccupations et la 
tristesse des Libériens ces derniers 
jours concernant le meurtre 
tragique de George Floyd.

Une vidéo amateur a montré 
l'officier de police de Minneapolis 
Derek Chauvin, êtreà genou sur le 
cou de Floyd, pendant près de neuf 
minutes, ignorant les cris de ce 
dernier, disant, "Je ne peux pas 
respirer", alors que trois autres 
policiers se tenaient à côté et 
regardaient.

L'incident qui s'est produit le 25 
mai 2020 a immédiatement 
déclenché des manifestations à 
travers le pays aux États-Unis.Les 
manifestants réclament justice et 
appellent à ce que l’on mette fin à 
la discrimination raciale, en 

particulier contre les Noirs.
Les protestations qui se 

poursuivent jusqu'à présent ont 
forcé les autorités américaines à 
arrêter et à inculper l'agent Derek 
Chauvin  pour  meurtre  au 
deuxième degré et homicide 
involontaire, et ses trois collègues 
pour avoir aidé et encouragé le 
meurtre.

Cette action a brièvement 
détourné l’attention du monde de 
la pandémie de coronavirus et 
dirigé les radars sur ce qui a été 
décrit comme l’inégalité et la 
discrimination systémiques dans la 
plus grande démocratie du monde.

La responsable des affaires 
publiques de l’ambassade des 
États-Unis à Monrovia, dans un 
communiqué publié le 5 juin, a 
déclaré : «Nous pleurons pour sa 
famille et sa communauté, qui 

comprend des membres de la 
diaspora libérienne et des 
employés de l’ambassade des 
États-Unis du Minnesota».

Mme Alyson Grunder a expliqué 
que les manifestations pacifiques 
a u x q u e l l e s  d e s  m i l l i e r s  
d'Américains ont participé à 
travers les États-Unis démontrent 
leur détermination à mettre en 
place des réformes significatives, 
à demander des comptes, 
notamment par le biais d'enquêtes 
criminelles aux niveaux fédéral et 
des États et dans le système 
juridique, et lutter contre la 
discrimination raciale qui est une 
réalité bien trop présente pour de 
nombreux Américains.

Elle a déclaré que ces 
protestations sont des exercices 
sincères et légitimes des garanties 

constitutionnelles des droits à la 
liberté d'expression et de réunion, 
ajoutant. "En ce moment, alors 
que les Américains entament des 
conversations difficiles sur les 
défis auxquels notre société est 
confrontée chez nous, nous nous 
réjouissons de la résilience et du 
courage des Libériens qui 
travaillent pour assurer la paix et 
la justice dans leur propre pays."

"Alors que nous nous efforçons 
de  respecter  nos  va leurs  
fondamentales et de travailler en 
étroite collaboration avec nos 
partenaires et pour créer un 
monde meilleur pour tous, les 
paroles du Dr King sonnent vrai:" 
L'injustice partout est une menace 
pour la justice partout dans le 
m o n d e  a f f e c t e  t o u s  
indirectement. " 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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ASHINGTON, DC – Alors que la crise du COVID-19 
s'aggrave, les ordonnances de séjour à domicile Wont entraîné une augmentation des achats en 

ligne par les consommateurs des économies avancées – 
sur tous types d'articles, allant de l'épicerie aux 
médicaments, en passant par d'autres produits de 
première nécessité. Les Africains confrontés à des 
restrictions de mouvement du même ordre ne 
bénéficieront pas du même confort – ni de la sécurité qui 
en découle.

Au cours de la dernière décennie, une classe moyenne 
croissante et des progrès rapides dans la pénétration de 
la téléphonie mobile et de l'Internet ont ravivé l'opinion 
selon laquelle les pays africains sont mûrs pour le succès 
du commerce électronique. Les dépenses de 
consommation à travers le continent devraient atteindre 
2,1 billions de dollars d'ici 2025, période à laquelle la 
pénétration des téléphones mobiles en Afrique 
subsaharienne devrait se chiffrer à 50 %.

Pourtant, jusqu'à présent, les entreprises ont largement 
négligé d'exploiter le potentiel du commerce 
électronique de l'Afrique sub-saharienne, en raison de 
difficultés logistiques et d'un manque d'efficacité. Selon 
la Banque mondiale, le Nigeria, le plus grand marché du 
continent, se classe au 110ème rang sur 160 pays en 
matière d'efficacité logistique. L'importation d'une pièce 
automobile à Lagos au Nigeria, peut prendre trois fois 
plus de temps qu'à Durban en Afrique du Sud. Et le 
transport de marchandises peut coûter jusqu'à cinq fois 
plus cher en Afrique subsaharienne qu'aux États-Unis, 
selon les estimations de 2015. À travers le continent, un 
manque d'intégration signifie que les entreprises font 
face à des marchés plus petits et à des formalités 
administratives considérables lorsqu'elles franchissent 
les frontières.

Quand Alibaba bâtissait et faisait évoluer son écosystème 
de commerce électronique en Chine en 2003, cette 
entreprise a tiré parti d'infrastructures urbaines 
relativement avancées – issues d'investissements publics 
importants dans les années 1990. Grâce à cette 
infrastructure physique, ainsi qu'à l'infrastructure 
financière existante, l'entreprise a pu atteindre sa 
rentabilité avec son marché inter-entreprise en 2002 – 
deux ans avant que la création d'Alipay lui permette de 
surmonter le manque de pénétration de la carte de 
crédit et de commencer à développer Taobao, son 
marché client à client.

Les entreprises américaines et européennes ont 
bénéficié d'avantages encore plus nombreux, 
notamment de systèmes postaux nationaux solides et de 
services de livraison le lendemain au dernier kilomètre 
comme FedEx et UPS, ainsi que de réseaux de cartes de 
crédit fiables et largement utilisés. Les entreprises 
africaines de commerce électronique, en revanche, ne 
peuvent pas toujours compter sur les routes ni sur leurs 
panneaux de signalisation. En outre, peu d'Africains 
possèdent des cartes bancaires (au Nigeria, cette part se 
chiffre autour de 3 %) et dans de nombreux pays, 
seulement 10 % des adultes environ ont des comptes 
d'argent mobiles. De nombreux Africains n'ont pas 
confiance dans les achats en ligne.

Alors qu'une entreprise comme Alibaba a dû attendre 
d'avoir un développement suffisant pour améliorer les 
paiements et la logistique en ligne, les entreprises 
africaines doivent mettre en œuvre leurs propres 
solutions dès le départ, tout en essayant de répondre aux 
attentes des investisseurs. Compte tenu de ces défis, il 
n'est pas très surprenant que la première licorne de 
commerce électronique africaine, Jumia, ait suspendu 
ses opérations à la fin de l'année dernière dans trois des 
14 pays dans lesquels elle travaillait auparavant, suite à 
des coûts d'expédition et d'exécution élevés.

Pour soutenir une croissance solide du commerce 
électronique en Afrique, il faudra investir dans les 
infrastructures. Selon la Banque africaine de 
développement, le continent a besoin de 130 à 170 
milliards de dollars par an en investissements dans les 
infrastructures – comme les routes et les chemins de fer – 
pour atteindre ses objectifs de base d'ici 2025, ce qui 
implique un déficit de financement de 68 à 108 milliards 
de dollars. La Chine, avec son avantage concurrentiel 

dans le secteur du bâtiment, peut jouer un rôle de premier 
plan pour aider à combler ce déficit.

L'expansion des entreprises logistiques locales à forts et à 
faibles investissements est également essentielle. Avant la 
pandémie, la demande en entreprises logistiques en 
Afrique était déjà en hausse et une quantité croissante de 
capital-risque était acheminée vers des jeunes pousses 
logistiques locales. Même si la crise du COVID-19 entraîne 
des perturbations dans le commerce, le camionnage 
demeure essentiel pour fournir la nourriture, les 
médicaments et d'autres articles essentiels aux individus et 
aux établissements de santé.

Une entreprise à faibles investissements prometteuse, – la 
jeune pousse nigériane Kobo360 – met en relation les 
camionneurs et les entreprises avec les services de 
livraison. Depuis son lancement à Lagos en 2017, elle a 
étendu ses activités à quatre pays. Kobo360 compte déjà 
plus de 10 000 chauffeurs et camions sur son application et 
fournit des services à des grandes entreprises comme DHL, 
Honeywell et Unilever.

Grâce à d'importants investissements – dont un tour de 
financement (Série A) à l'initiative de Goldman Sachs et 10 
millions de dollars de financement comme fonds de 
roulement provenant des banques commerciales nigérianes 
– Kobo360 prévoit désormais de s'étendre à dix autres pays. 
La société de logistique kenyane Sendy, dotée d'un modèle 
similaire de gestion à faibles investissements (asset-light), 
a recueilli 20 millions de dollars dans un tour de 
financement de Série B, qui compte la branche commerce 
et investissements de Toyota parmi les investisseurs.

Mais un marché logistique mature nécessitera également 
des investissements dans des activités de camionnage à 
forts investissements (asset-heavy) et dotées de capacités 
technologiques. Lorsque DHL, la plus grande entreprise 
logistique au monde par ses revenus, s'implante dans un 
nouveau pays, elle adopte souvent le modèle « asset-light » 
(à faibles investissements) de la location de véhicules. Mais 
un manque de maîtrise sur la qualité des camions loués 
signifie souvent que les marchandises arrivent en mauvais 
état ou en retard. Cela a été un problème particulièrement 
sensible en Inde, où les dépenses logistiques étaient au 
moins de 4 à 5 % plus importantes qu'en Europe. De ce fait 
en 2018, DHL a lancé une filiale de transports dans le pays et 
a pour objectif d'investir dans une flotte de 10 000 camions 
au cours de la prochaine décennie.

Les marchés africains auront besoin d'investissements 
mixtes du même type. Alors que des entreprises comme 
Kobo360 continueront de mettre en relation les entreprises 
avec les véhicules de livraison, s'assurer d'un nombre 
suffisant de véhicules fiables disponibles va exiger des 
investissements ciblés supplémentaires. Dans ce cas, les 
institutions de financement du développement devront 
prendre la main, en investissant directement dans des 
sociétés logistiques à forts investissements, tandis que les 
fonds de capital-risque continueront de se concentrer sur 
des sociétés à faibles investissements.

Les institutions de financement du développement sont 
particulièrement bien adaptées pour servir de catalyseurs 
pour des secteurs capables de stimuler la croissance 
économique ou de faire avancer d'autres objectifs de 
développement – ou, en cas de pandémie, de contribuer à 
répondre aux impératifs de santé publique. Le secteur 
logistique de l'Afrique correspond sans aucun doute aux 
critères d'une telle description.

Si les opportunités économiques et commerciales ne 
suffisent pas à motiver les investisseurs à s'attaquer aux 
contraintes à court terme sur le commerce électronique en 
Afrique, la pandémie de COVID-19, quant à elle, devrait 
suffire. Sans une logistique et des infrastructures plus 
avancées, le continent aura du mal à fournir des 
marchandises essentielles en toute sécurité aux résidents 
durant l'épidémie. Cela pourrait grandement compliquer la 
mise en œuvre des mesures de distanciation sociale, qui 
sont essentielles pour ralentir la propagation de l'infection. 
Si les investissements nécessaires sont faits, les pays 
africains seront en meilleure position non seulement pour 
protéger la santé publique à l'heure actuelle, mais 
également pour assurer une reprise économique plus forte, 
relancée par la croissance de la classe moyenne.

FrançaisFrançais
M o r l u  a  q u a l i f i é d e  

désagréable et malhonnête le 
f a i t  q u e  c e r t a i n s  
opposantsconsidèrent l'aide 
que M. Chie a apportée au 
sénateur Dillon après les 
élections comme un acte de « 
trahison ».

« L e  s é n a t e u r  C h i e  
demeure un militant ardent 
de la CDC. Nous ne nous 
laisserons pas distraire par les 
t ou r s  que  j ouen t  l e s  
opposants. Grâce à notre 
engagement, nous avons pu 
établir que l'intention était 
bonne. En tant que Pro-Temp 
et membre du gouvernement 
au pouvoir, il a besoin du 
soutien des législateurs pour 
nous aider à réussir », a 
encore défendu Morlu.

Par ailleurs, dans le but de 
contribuer au renforcement 
des capacités des militants du 

parti, la coalition au pouvoir a 
promis de prendreen charge 3 
000 jeunes lors du prochain 
c o n c o u r s  d ’ e n t r é e  à  
l’Université du Libéria.

Les candidats doivent réussir 
au moins l'une des deux 
m a t i è r e s  d e  b a s e  
(mathématiques et anglais) 
pourêtre acceptés. Puis, ils 
doivent suivredes cours de 
r a t t r a p a g e  d a n s  l e s  
matièresdans lesquelles ils ont 
plus de difficultés.

M.Morlua aussiindiqué qu'il 
est du devoir de la Coalition de 
donner le pouvoir à ceux quise 
sont sacrifiés et continuent de 
se sacrifier pour le succès du 
parti. «Nous devons assurer la 
viabilité de nos militants. Les 
b é n é f i c i a i r e s  s e r o n t  
s é l e c t i o n n é s  d a n s  l e s  
circonscriptions électorales du 
pays. »

de la Cour suprême lors des 
é l e c t i o n s  g é n é r a l e s  e t  
présidentielles de 2017.

"Un processus de nettoyage 
de la listeélectorale de 2017 
devrait être mené en temps 
opportun et les partis politiques 
devraient être impliqués dans 
le processus afin de renforcer sa 
légitimité et son authenticité."

Cependant, le sénateur du 
comté de Grand Bassa,  
Jonathan Kaipay, a proposé que 
le rapport soit approuvé dans 
une résolution et envoyé à la 
Chambre des représentants 
pour approbation.

communier avec son peuple qui lui 
a tant manque depuis 10 ans », 
toujours selon les révélations de 
Jeune Afrique.

Si cette information est 
confirmée et en cas d’accord 
entre les Présidents Alassane 
Ouattara et Laurent Gbagbo, le 
retour de ce dernier pourrait avoir 
lieu début juillet 2020 en Côte 
d’Ivoire.

Selon nos informations, le 
Président Laurent Gbagbo tient à 
fouler en homme libre et 
totalement blanchi par la cour 
pénale internationale, la terre de 
ses ancêtres en atterrissant par la 
grande porte par l’aéroport 
international d’Abidjan Port-
Bouët afin de communier 
massivement avec son peuple.

Pas question pour lui de rentrer 
dans son pays en catimini et être 
conduit directement dans son 
village natal à Mama, comme s’il 
n’avait pas été acquitté et 
totalement blanchi.  C’est 
d’ailleurs le sens de son combat 
gagné de haute lutte devant la 
Cour pénale internationale.

rapport du comité.
Le rapport précise que le 

pouvoir législatif devrait 
traiter le plus rapidement 
possible les fonds pour les 
élections et le référendum et 
que l'exécutif devrait mettre 
ce fonds à disposition afin de 
garantir qu'il n'y a pas de 
retard ou d'interruption dans 
les deux processus.

La commission souligne 
que la listeélectorale finale 
doit être nettoyée avec la 
participation de tous les 
p a r t i s  p o l i t i q u e s  
conformément à la décision 

Le Président Alassane 
Ouattara serait d’accord que le 
Président Laurent Gbagbo, 
acquitté et libre de tous ses 
mouvements par la cour pénale 
internationale, retourne en 
Côte d’Ivoire.

Cette information serait 
révélée par Jeune Afrique à 
paraître ce dimanche 07 juin 
2020 dans les kiosques apprend-
t-on.

Le journaliste François 
Soudan, directeur de la 
rédaction de JA, révèle que « 
A la s sane  OUATTARA es t  
favorable au retour du 
président GBAGBO à condition 
qu'il soit conduit directement à 
Mama son village natal ( 
Gagnoa) sans passer par 
Abidjan, car la France craint 
des débordements à Port Bouet 
qui abrite à la fois l'aéroport 
Félix Houphouët Boigny et la 
stratégique base militaire 
française du 43eme BIMA ».

« Le président n'a pas encore 
donné suite à cette proposition 
q u i  l ' e m p ê c h e r a i t  d e  

2020                                                     TUESDAY          JUNE   09

Investir dans la logistique africaine

Par Aubrey Hruby 
& Aubrey Rugo
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PPCC est demandée 

Le Président Alassane Ouattara serait d’accord 
que le Président Laurent Gbagbo rentre au pays !



on Facebook using Free Mode.
 
Q. Who is eligible for Facebook Flex and how do I access it?  
A. ?All Lonestar Cell MTN customers can enjoy Facebook for free. To 

enjoy free access to Facebook, customers can go to facebook.com 
using a mobile browser on their phone using the Lonestar Cell MTN 
network. All major mobile browsers, such as Google Chrome, Android 
browser, Opera Mini and Safari are supported. Internet Explorer mobile 
browser and Firefox browser for Android may be supported. WAP 
browsers are not supported. 

 
Alternatively, customers can access Facebook Flex through the 

Facebook Android app.  
The Facebook iOS app for Apple devices, Facebook Windows Phone 

app, and Facebook BlackBerry app are not supported. Customers using 
these operating systems would need to use a supported mobile browser 
to access Facebook Flex.

 
Q. When I use Facebook Flex, I can see photos. Am I being 

charged?  
A. ? If you are in Free Mode, you are not being charged. You can 

check if you are in Free Mode by looking at the top of your Facebook 
page. For new Facebook users or Facebook users who have not used 
Facebook in the last 30 days, you may still be able to see photos in Free 
Mode. This is a temporary promotion for your first 30 days on Facebook. 
Once the 30 days are complete, you will no longer be able to see photos 
in Free Mode.

Q. How can I view the full Facebook experience?? 
A. You can view the full Facebook experience with photos and videos 

by clicking on the “See Photos” button, which switches you to data 
mode. Keep in mind that standard data charges will apply. You can go 
back to free mode anytime by clicking the “Go to Free” button.

Q. How do I opt out of using Facebook Flex? 
A.?  On the initial screen that invites you to participate, simply click 

“No Thanks” instead of “Continue.”
  
Q. What if I initially clicked “No Thanks” to Facebook Flex but 

now I want to use it?  
A.?  If you are using the Facebook Android app, visit your bookmarks 

within the Facebook app and click “Facebook Flex” under Favourites. If 
using facebook.com, go to your Facebook menu and click “Facebook 
Flex” under Favourites.

?   
Q. What if I started using Facebook Flex but now, I do not want to 

use it anymore?  
A.?  To opt-out of Facebook Flex: When in data mode, click on the “?” 

next to “You’re in Data Mode.” 
You can also visit your Facebook bookmarks (if using the Facebook 

Android app) or Facebook menu (if using facebook.com) to opt-out.
 
Q. Is Facebook Messenger free in Facebook Flex? 
A. ?Parts of Facebook Messenger are free. You can send/receive text 

and upload/view photos. Uploading videos, watching videos and 
making voice calls through Messenger are not free and you will be 
charged for these.

  
Q. If I click a link in Facebook Flex, is it free? 
A. ?No. Using Facebook Flex, you can chat, like, comment, post, 

share, and upload photos for free. If you want to view photos, watch 
videos, read articles, or make voice calls in Messenger, you will be 
charged your standard data rate by Lonestar Cell MTN. If you try and 
click on a photo/video/link, you will be warned with a popup telling 
you that you are leaving free mode and will be charged at your standard 
rate.

 
Q.? I registered for Facebook Flex with my Lonestar Cell MTN 

number; can I still access Facebook flex from a different operator? 
A. ? If you access Facebook with a non-Lonestar Cell MTN number, 

you will not receive Facebook Flex. Facebook Flex is exclusive to all 
Lonestar Cell MTN users.

 
Q. I registered for Facebook with my Lonestar Cell MTN number, 

now I cannot access Facebook Flex, Why?  
A. ? Facebook Flex is available to all Lonestar Cell MTN users. Please 

restart the Facebook Android App or refresh your Facebook on mobile 
browser, Facebook Flex should appear. If you are not able to see 
Facebook Flex, please contact our customer care team by calling 111 or 
0888500000 (WhatsApp). 

With Facebook Flex, Lonestar Cell MTN says it is delivering value for 
customers and helping them stay in control of their data usage and 
associated costs. We are #GoodTogether.

About Lonestar Cell MTN/MTN Liberia
Lonestar  Cel l  MTN/MTN Liber ia,  L iber ia’s  leading 

telecommunications provider, was founded in 2001. We are a 
technology-based company with a focus on winning in everything we do 
while demonstrating consistency in innovation to meet our unique 
customer needs. We are a subsidiary of MTN, a leading international 
telecommunications groups operating in 21 countries across Africa and 
the Middle East. 
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iberian prosecutors 
have for the third Lt i m e  d r a w n  a n  

indictment against Central 
Bank of  L iber ia  (CBL)  
officials, this time, including 
multiple members of the 
bank’s Board of Governors for 
alleged economic sabotage 
surrounding the missing $16 
billion Liberian Dollars.

With the exception of 
former President Ellen 
Johnson - Sirleaf’s son and 
former CBL Deputy Governor 
for Operations Charles E. 
Sirleaf, the prosecution in the 
new indictment lists the 
Bank’s Board of Governors 
and its officials as indictees, 

including David M. Farhat, 
Melissa A. Emeh, Elsie 
D o s s e n B a d i o  a n d  
KollieTamba. 

The other defendants are 
fo rmer  CBL Execut i ve  
Governor Milton A. Weeks; 
Dorbor M. Hagba, former 
Director of Finance; Richard 
H. Walker, former Director for 
Banking and Joseph Dennis, 
former Director for Internal 
Audit.

The new indictment 
contains seven charges which 
are  h igher  in  number  
compared to the five charges 
levied against the defendants 
in the previous indictments, 
and except for Mr. Sirleaf, all 

his alleged accomplices are 
reindicted.

The government here 
indicted the officials in 2019 for 
their alleged roles in the 
misapplication of $16 billion 
Liberian Dollars printed and 
shipped to Liberia to replace 
old local currency after a series 
of mass protests led local and 
international institutions to 
investigate a claim that the 
money had gone missing.

The billions of Liberian 
dollars scandal emerged at the 
CBL when Mr. Sirleaf served as 
CBL’s Deputy Governor for 
Operations, just as the other 
defendants did in working in 
their various positions which 

they  he ld  before  the i r  
indictment.

Last month prosecutors 
nolleprosequi (drop charges 
against) Mr. Sirleaf “with 
p r e j u d i c e , ”  a n d  
nolleprosequiHagba, Walker 
and Dennis “without prejudice” 
as Mr. Weeks remained on 
separate trial. Meanwhile the 
$16 billion local currency which 
prompted their indictment 
remained a mystery.

While Mr. Weeks was being 
nolleprosequi on Monday, 8 
J u n e  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
indictment, the prosecution 
issued a new indictment against 
him, three of those earlier 
nolleprosequi and the CBL’s 

Board of Governors for theft 
of  property;  economic 
sabotage; fraud on the 
internal revenue of Liberia; 
misuse of public money, 
property or record; theft or 
illegal disbursement of public 
money; criminal conspiracy 
and criminal facilitation.

The  defendant s  a re  
accused by prosecution of 
flagrantly violating Chapter 
15, Section 15.51 of the New 
Penal Law of Liberia.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
indictment, the CBL Board of 
Governors in exercising their 
c o r p o r a t e  p o w e r  a n d  
authority, passed a resolution 
dated 28 April 2016 for the 

purpose of selecting and 
subsequently selected Crane 
Currency as the vendor to 
print the Liberian banknotes.

Defendant Weeks and the 
Board of Governors including 
Farhat, Emeh, Badio and 
Tamba are accused of 
deliberately failing to revert 
to the Legislature in line with 
a  communicat ion  that  
demanded that appropriate 
details of the amount or 
quantity and denominations 
of the replacing banknotes be 
submitted to the Legislature 
prior to the printing and 
minting of coins.
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CBL Board, officials indicted
By Winston W. Parley

Lonestar Cell MTN 
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he political leader of 
t h e  V i s i o n  f o r  
L i b e r i a ’ s  T

Transformation Party and an 
organizing member of the 
Rainbow Party comprising of 
16 opposition parties, Dr. 
Jeremiah Whapoe has lashed 
out at President George Weah 
and his team for the manner 
in which they are handling the 
coronavirus crisis here.

Dr. Whapoe, noted that the 
attitude of President Weah 
and his officials toward the 
handling of the COVID-19 here 
leaves too many rooms for 
doubts in the minds of many 
that the virus is even in 
Liberia.

Speaking in an exclusive 
interview with this paper 
Monday June 8, the former 
presidential candidate in the 
2017 election said he’s 
tempted to believe that there 
is no COVID-19 in Liberia.

“Do I agree there is COVID-
19 ravaging lives around the 
world? Yes. Do I really agree 
COVID-19 is in Liberia? No,” 
Dr. Whapoe said, adding 
president Weah came up with 
a policy of social distancing 
but had since refused to be an 
example.

He narrated that for 
President Weah to have wined 
and d inedwith Just ice  
Minister Frank Musa Dean, 
Information Minister Lenn 
Eugene Nagbe, the late Drugs 
Enforcement Agency boss who 
later died and Nagbe and 
Dean came down with virus 
but refused to be tested 
speaks volumes.

“The  pres ident  was  
dinning with officials who 
allegedly contracted the virus 
but refused to be tested,” he 
n o t e d  s a y i n g  “ t h e  
government handling of 
COVID-19 has too much 

fallacy and doubts.” 
Whapoe then ponders as to 

whether the virus can pick who 
to contract it, “because if you 
went to Redlight market, 
Waterside, Vai Town and other 
parts of the country where low 
incomers run for daily hustle 
you wonder whether the virus is 
actually in Liberia or is just the 
making of the government,” he 
said.

H e  a p p l a u d e d  t h e  
Legislature for approving the 
US25 million stimulus package 
requested for by Mr. Weah but 
wonder what it is being used for 
because citizens are yet to 
benefit from any government 
relief.

According to him, even after 
the much trumpeted 25 million 
stimulus package promised by 
the Weah administration, 
Liberians are still left hanging 
to fan for themselves as the 
package is yet to come, while 
nurses at the 14 Military 

Hospital are planning a strike 
for not being paid for months.

Dr. Whapoeexpressed fears 
that the nation is collapsing 
under the watchful eyes of the 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change or CDC government, as 
the economy is now walloping 
in depression, while the price of 
the nation’s stable continues to 
skyrocket. He said is like 
Liberians are being left on their 
own without a responsible 
government.

He explained that worst of 
all, instead of Mr. Weah trying 
to rescue the nation from total 
collapse, he is engaged in 
running an egotistic campaign 
placing giant images of his on 
billboards around the city 
calling the Coronavirus-a Weah 
project. “This government has 
no plan for the Liberian 
people,” he noted.

President Weah on April 8, 
declared a State of Emergency 

(SOE) here with a subsequent 
passage into law of the SOE 
alongside a US$25 million 
stimulus package to ease the 
e c o n o m i c  b u r d e n  o n  
vulnerable citizens during the 
period of the lockdown.

Since the passage of the 
SOE and the approval of the 
stimulus package by the 
Liberian National Legislature, 
Liberians are yet to receive 
any relief items from the 
Weah Government. Over the 
w e e k e n d  G o v e r n m e n t  
announced that the SOE may 
not be renewed, meaning the 
country is expected to 
reopen. But questions still 
remain as to what happened 
to the USD 25 million stimulus 
package.

According to Dr. Whapoe, it 
i s  s h a m e fu l  t h a t  t h e  
government would announced 
such a stimulus package and 
could not even provide 
incentives for health workers 

or say buy PPEs.
“What are they using the 

money for, we don’t know. 
This government has not given 
one PPE to anybody,” the 
former presidential aspirant 
opined.

It could be recalled that on 
April 14, President Weah in his 
letter to the lawmakers, 
appealed for re-appropriation 
o f  U S $ 2 5 m  f r o m  t h e  
remaining 2019/2020 national 
budget of US$526m, to enable 
the government to undertake 
such a task to battle the 
deadly COVID-19.

According to President 
Weah, the stimulus package 
became necessary after 
preliminary economic impact 
assessment showed that the 
government has seen a 50 
percent drop in projected 
revenue as business slowdown 
leading to revenue decline 
induced by the COVID-19 to be 
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Weah leaves Liberians hopeless
By E. Nathaniel Daygbor

Minister Jeanine M. Cooper 
said “empowering smallholder 
farmers most especially during 
the coronavirus pandemic is 
essential to enable them 
overcome the economic shock 
of the virus as well as make 
Liberia reduce its dependence 
on rice imports.”

Minister Cooper: “Although 
t h e r e  a r e  c h a l l e n g e s  
confronting agriculture and 
food security, we are able as a 
country to produce our staple 
food to enable more food 

supply to many Liberians, 
especially the vulnerable 
households. We therefore 
t h a n k  U S A I D - L A D A f o r  
buttressing government’s 
effort to distribute quality 
seed rice within our major rice 
producing counties. Farmers 
can now grow the rice and 
Government can assure them 
that the rice they produce will 
be bought at a reasonable price 
to supply the market”.  -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Cont’d from page 6
LADA launches rice
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He laments that hundreds of 
lees fortunate Liberians in 
other parts of the country need 
such wonderful opportunity of 
receiving free cooked food 
daily, which is being abused by 
some recipients in Monrovia.

 The food sale scheme 
involved some adults and 
children at some of the 
distribution points. This paper 
observes the minors are 
convinced by adults to sell 
their hot plate of food that is 
intended for them to eat.

The Management of Jeety 

Additionally, the Board is 
a c cu se d  o f  ma n da t i n g  
defendant Weeks to enter into 
a contract on June 12, 2019 
with Crane Currency to print 
L$10,000,000,000 banknotes 
a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  
US$10,121,689.20 before 
receiving the July 19, 2017 
communication [from the 
Legislature].

At the time of selecting 
Crane Currency to print 
L $ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  t h e  
indictment says the quantity 
of Liberian banknotes in 
circulation at the time was 
L$9.940 billion and that a 
significant number of the 
banknotes had worn out and 
mutilated, prompting the 
n e e d  t o  r e p l a c e  
L$5,000,000,000 approved as 
the objective of legislative 
joint resolution.

The indictment says it is 
demonstrably inconceivable 
for the CBL Board of Governors 

more than $32 million, or more 
than one percent of GDP, for 
the remainder of FY 2019/20.

"The State of Emergency 
has  imposed necessary  
economic costs on Liberians 
and the broader economy to 
achieve public health and a 
public safety objective. 
Depending on the course of 

Trading Corporation has also 
included cane of cold soft 
dr inks for benefic iar ies 
especially, children besides the 
food and water.

Meanwhile, Mr. Jeety 
maintains that despite the 
adjustment of the lockdown 
from 6PM to 9PM daily by 
President George Manneh 
Weah, the distribution will 
continue to ensure that other 
less fortunate people in 
Monrovia also have access to 
the  f ood .  -Ed i t ing  by  
Jonathan Browne

to have requested the printing 
of L$10,000,000,000 to replace 
all legacy notes when they 
knew that the total amount in 
circulation that should have 
been replaced was L$13.792 
billion.

The indictment alleges that 
the defendants conspired to 
willfully conceal the actual 
amount in circulation for the 
purpose of committing theft, 
depriving the Government of 
Liberia of its resources.

Further, the indictment 
notes that defendants Weeks, 
Hagba, Walker and Dennis 
knew or had reasons to know 
that from packing l ists 
reviewed by the investigation, 
the total amount printed was 
L$13,004,750,000 and not 
L$15,506,000,000, but “they 
maliciously and purposely 
concealed and understated the 
actual amount...” because 
they had criminally connived.

events in the coming weeks 
and  months ,  even  our  
const i tut ional  e lectora l  
processes may be impacted, an 
outcome that would require 
due consideration from your 
Honorable selves," President 
W e a h  s a i d  i n  h i s  
communication.

Jeety warns against
Starts from back page 

Cont’d from page 10
CBL Board, officials
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he Management of 
J e e t y  T r a d i n g  TCorporation warns 

the public not to sell Covid-19 
hot meals prepared by the 
corporation for less fortunate 
Liberians.

 The warning comes here 
amid repeated apprehension 
of several persons selling the 
hot cooked meals being 
distributed free of charge in 
several parts of Monrovia 
under the auspices of the  
Indian Consulate General to 
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Liberia, Shri Upjit Singh 
Sachdeva.

T h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  
distribution team discloses that 
it has received information that 
some beneficiaries are selling 
the food.

Consulate General Sachdeva, 
widely known in Liberia as 
‘Jeety’ is the brain behind the 
gesture. He expresses optimism 
that the food being provided  
would be eaten and not sold or 
else, the exercise would be 
aborted.

He notes that his entity 

decided distributing cooked 
food to less fortunate people 
after realizing that during this 
period of health crisis, 
venerable and less fortunate 
people would not have the 
means of providing for 
themselves thus, coming to 
their aid by distributing free 
hot meals daily to various 
communities.

Mr. Sachdeva warns those 
involved in the sale of the food 
to desist or risk arrest by the 
Police.

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Liberia’s Covid-19 update as at June 7, 2020

Jeety warns against selling COVID-19 hot meal
By Emmanuel Mondaye
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