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fter more than 30 
years of Islamist Arule, Sudan has 

outl ined wide-reaching 
reforms including allowing 
non-Muslims to drink alcohol, 
and scrapping the apostasy 
law and public flogging.

"We [will] drop all the laws 
violating the human rights in 
Sudan," Justice Minister 
Nasredeen Abdulbari said.

A raft of new laws were 
passed last week but this is 
the first public explanation of 
their contents. Sudan has also 
banned female genital  
mutilation (FGM).

Under the new laws, 
women no longer need 
permission from a male 
relative to travel with their 
children. The reforms come 
after long-time ruler Omar al-
Bashir was ousted last year 
following massive street 
protests.

The current government is 
an uneasy mixture of those 
groups which ousted Mr Bashir 
and his former allies in the 
military, who ultimately 
staged a coup against 
him.Non-Muslims are now 
allowed to consume alcohol in 
private, however the ban on 

Muslim drinking remains, Mr 
Abdulbari told state TV.

Non-Muslims could still be 
punished if they are caught 
drinking with Muslims, the 
Sudan Tribune reports him as 
saying.

He explained that the 
government was trying to 
safeguard the rights of the 
country's non-Muslims, who 
make up an estimated 3% of the 
population.

now taken effect.Until now, 
a n y o n e  c o n v i c t e d  o f  
renouncing Islam, or apostasy, 
c ou l d  f a ce  t he  dea th  
penalty.The best known case 
was of Meriam Yehya Ibrahim 
Ishag, a pregnant woman who 
was sentenced to be hanged 
after she married a Christian 
man in 2014.

She managed to flee the 
country but the apostasy law - 
targeting those deemed to 
have abandoned Islam - has 
remained on the statute books 
until now.

The declaration that 
someone was an apostate was 
"a threat to the security and 

They are now allowed to 
drink, import and sell alcohol.

"We are keen to demolish 
any kind of discrimination 
that was enacted by the old 
regime and to move toward 
equality of citizenship and a 
democratic transformation," 
he said.

The laws were initially 
approved in April but the 
BBC's Mohamed Osman in 
Khartoum says they have only 

safety of society," Mr Abdulbari 
said.

Under Mr Bashir, the 
morality police would often 
carry out public flogging for 
various misdemeanours but Mr 
Abdulbari said this punishment 
had now been abolished.

The latest changes come 
after a restrictive public order 
law that controlled how 
women acted and dressed in 
public was repealed in 
November.

The imposition of strict 
Islamist laws in the 1980s was a 
key factor in the long-running 
civil war which eventually led 
to independence for South 
Sudan, where the majority of 
people are Christian or follow 
traditional religions. BBC

a l i  P r e s i d e n t  
Ibrahim Boubacar MK e ï t a  h a s  

announced the dissolution of 
the constitutional court in an 
attempt to calm unrest that 
saw four people killed in 
street protests on Friday.

The president said he 
would not tolerate such 
violence.

The court has been at the 
centre of controversy after it 
overturned provisional results 

government with the aim of 
being open to address the 
challenges of the moment," 
he  to ld  Rad io  F rance  
International.

But this came as the 
opposition coalition said 
security forces detained two 
of the protest leaders, 
Choguel Kokala Maïga and 
Mountaga Tall. Another 
protest leader, Issa Kaou 
Djim, was arrested on Friday.

In addition, security forces 
"came and attacked and 
ransacked our headquarters", 
o p p o s i t i o n  c o a l i t i o n  
spokesman Nouhoum Togo 
said.

On Saturday evening, 

for parliamentary elections in 
March.

There are growing calls for 
President Keïta to resign.

Opponents are unhappy with 
his handling of Mali's long-
running jihadist conflict, an 
economic crisis and the 
disputed elections.A new 
opposition coalition led by the 
conservative Imam, Mahmoud 
Dicko, has been insisting on 
further reforms after rejecting 
earlier concessions from the 

correspondents described the 
cap i t a l  a s  t en se  w i t h  
protesters blocking several 
roads  wi th  bar r icades.  
However, numbers were down 
on Friday's protests, which 
forced the state broadcaster 
off the air.Mr Dicko on Sunday 
urged Malians to stay calm.

"Do not set fire to petrol 
stations or this district. Calm 
down, please! Calm down," the 
AFP news agency reports him 
as saying in a video message on 
social media ahead of a funeral 
for one of those killed in the 
protests.

Four people died in Friday's 
demonstration in the capital 
Bamako, authorities say. AFP 

Malian president, including 
the formation of a unity 
government."I have decided 
to repeal the licences of the 
remaining members of the 
constitutional court," the 
president said in a Saturday 
evening television address.

"This de facto dissolution 
of the court will enable us, 
from next week, to ask 
relevant authorities to 
nominate new members so 
that the reformed court can 
quickly help us find solutions 
to the disputes arising from 
the legislative elections," he 
added.President Keïta also 
suggested that he could agree 
to re-run some of the disputed 
parliamentary elections, 
which is one of the protesters' 
d e m a n d s .  T h i s  w a s  
recommended last month by 
the West African regional 
bloc, Ecowas.

Speak ing  ea r l i e r  on  
Saturday, Prime Minister 
Boubou Cissé said he and the 
president were open to talks 
and promised to form an 
inclusive government "very 
quickly".

"I will put in place a 

ive people have been 
killed after attackers Fstormed a South 

African church, reportedly 
amid an argument over its 
leadership.

South African police said 
they had rescued men, women 
and children from a "hostage 
situation" on the outskirts of 
Johannesburg on Saturday 
morning.

They have also arrested at 
least 40 people, and seized 
dozens of weapons.

Eyewitnesses say the men 
who stormed the International 
Pentecostal Holiness Church 
were part of a splinter group.

The church's leadership has 
reportedly been the subject of 
infighting since its former 
leader died in 2016. Police had 
previously been called to the 
church following a shoot out 
between members in 2018, 
South Africa's IOL reports.

The year before, the 
church's finances had come 
under the spotlight, amid 

allegations some 110m rand 
($6.5m; £5.2m) had gone 
missing, according to The 
Sowetan newspaper.

On Saturday, police were 
called to the church in 
Zuurbekom in the West Rand 
at 03:00 local time (01:00 
GMT). According to national 
p o l i c e  s p o k e s p e r s o n  
Brigadier Vish Naidoo, a 
group of attackers indicated 
to those inside "that they 
were coming to take over the 
premises". He said four 
people had been found shot 
and burnt to death in cars, 
while a security guard, who 
was thought to have been 
responding to the incident, 
was also fatally shot. BBC

Sudan reforms strict Islamist 
laws after 30 years

Women's groups have been campaigning 
for an easing of various Sudanese laws

Mali president dissolves 
top court amid unrest

There are growing calls for 
President Keïta to resign

Five dead after 'hostage 
situation' in SA church
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EW HAVEN – The performance of stock 
markets, especially in the United States, Nduring the coronavirus pandemic seems 

to defy logic. With cratering demand dragging 
down investment and employment, what could 
possibly be keeping share prices afloat?

The more economic fundamentals and market 
outcomes diverge, the deeper the mystery 
becomes, until one considers possible 
explanations based on crowd psychology, the 
virality of ideas, and the dynamics of narrative 
epidemics. After all, stock-market movements 
are driven largely by investors’ assessments of 
other investors’ evolving reaction to the news, 
rather than the news itself.

That is because most people have no way to 
evaluate the significance of economic or 
scientific news. Especially when mistrust of 
news media is high, they tend to rely on how 
people they know respond to news. This 
process of evaluation takes time, which is why 
stock markets do not respond to news suddenly 
and completely, as conventional theory would 
suggest. The news starts a new trend in 
markets, but it is sufficiently ambiguous that 
most smart money has difficulty profiting from 
it.

Of course, it is hard to know what drives the 
stock market, but we can at least conjecture ex 
post, based on available information.1

There are three separate phases of the puzzle 
in the US: the 3% rise in the S&P 500 from the 
beginning of the coronavirus crisis, on January 
30, to February 19; the 34% drop from that date 
until March 23; and the 42% upswing from 
March 23 to the present. Each of these phases 
reveals a puzzling association with the news, as 
the lagged market reaction is filtered through 
investor reactions and stories.

The first phase started when the World Health 
Organization declared the new coronavirus “a 
public health emergency of international 
concern” on January 30. Over the next 20 days, 
the S&P 500 rose by 3%, hitting an all-time 
record high on February 19. Why would 
investors give shares their highest valuation 
ever right after the announcement of a possible 
global tragedy? Interest rates did not fall over 
this period. Why didn’t the stock market 
“predict” the coming recession by declining 
before the downturn started?1

One conjecture is that a pandemic wasn’t a 
familiar event, and most investors in early 
February just weren’t convinced that other 
investors and consumers paid any attention to 
such things, until they saw a bigger reaction to 
the news and in market prices. Their lack of 
past experience since the 1918-20 influenza 
pandemic meant that there was no statistical 
analysis of such events’ market impact. The 
beginnings of lockdowns in late January in 
China received scant attention in the world 
press. The disease caused by the new 
coronavirus didn’t even have a name until 
February 11, when the WHO christened it 

COVID-19.

In the weeks before February 19, public 
attention to longstanding problems such as 
global warming, secular stagnation, or debt 
overhangs were fading. President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial, which ended 
February 5, still dominated talk in the US, and 
many politicians apparently still found it 
counterproductive to raise alarms about a 
hypothetical new enormous tragedy looming.

The second phase began when the S&P 500 
plummeted 34% from February 19 to March 23, a 
drop akin to the 1929 stock market crash. Yet, as 
of February 19, there had been only a handful of 
reported COVID-19 deaths outside of China. 
What changed investors’ thinking over that 
interval was not just one narrative, but a 
constellation of related narratives.

Some of the new news was nonsense. On 
February 17, a run on toilet paper in Hong Kong 
was mentioned for the first time, and became a 
highly contagious story as a sort of joke. Of 
course, the news about the spread of the disease 
was becoming more international. The WHO 
dubbed it a pandemic on March 11. Internet 
searches for “pandemic” peaked in the week of 
March 8-14, and searches for “coronavirus” 
peaked in the week of March 15-21.

It appears that in this second phase, people were 
trying to learn the basics about this strange 
event. Most people couldn’t get a handle on it 
immediately, let alone imagine that others who 
might influence market prices were doing so.

As the stock-market downturn proceeded, vivid 
stories appeared of hardship and business 
disruption caused by the lockdown. For example, 
some people in locked-down China reportedly 
were reduced to searching for minnows and 
ragworms to eat. In Italy, there were stories of 
medical workers in overwhelmed hospitals being 
forced to choose which patients would receive 
treatment. Narratives about the Great 
Depression of the 1930s flourished.

The beginning of the third phase, when the S&P 
500 market began its 40% rise, was marked by 
some genuine news about both fiscal and 
monetary policy. On March 23, after interest 
rates had already been cut to virtually zero, the 
US Federal Reserve announced an aggressive 
program to establish innovative credit facilities. 
Four days later, Trump signed the $2 trillion 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, promising aggressive fiscal 
stimulus.1

Both of these measures, and similar actions in 
other countries, were described as resembling 
the actions taken to counter the 2008-09 Great 
Recession, which was followed by a gradual but 
ultimately huge increase in stock prices. The S&P 
500 increased fivefold from its bottom on March 
09, 2009, to February 19, 2020. Most people have 
no idea what’s in the Fed plan or the CARES Act, 
but investors did know of one recent example 
when such measures apparently worked.

The worse economic fundamentals and forecasts become, the more mysterious stock-
market outcomes in the US appear. At a time when genuine news suggests that equity prices 
should be tanking, not hitting record highs, explanations based on crowd psychology, the 
virality of ideas, and the dynamics of narrative epidemics can shed some light.
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HEALTH MINISTER DR. WILHELMINA Jallah is requesting 
for additional resources to boost the government's 
response strategy in the fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

BUT THE GOVERNMENT here seems to be overwhelmed by 
the exponential growth in confirmed cases from initially 
two in mid-March to nearly 950 with 41 deaths currently. 
What is very certain is that both infection and death rates 
are consistently at the top of the curve.

HEALTH MINISTER JALLAH is asking members of the 
Liberian Senate to allot resources to enhance community 
engagement and empowerment, inviting church leaders 
and other religious leaders in the country to join the fight.

HER COLLEAGUE FROM the National Public Health 
Institute of Liberia (NPHIL) Dr. Mosoka Fallah stresses 
voluntary testing and strict adherence to treatment 
isolation protocols.

HOWEVER, WHAT THE health authorities are not telling 
the public and policymakers, including President George 
Manneh Weah is “clear, measurable, and easy-to 
understand” indicators on progress made in the fight in 
the words of ex-finance minister Augustine Kpehe Ngafuan 
when he appeared on a live talk show in May.

HE SAID RELYING more on the advice of health authorities 
during a health crisis is the prudent thing to do, but that 
the Liberian people deserve more concrete and detailed 
indicators to justify the extension of State of Emergency 
and lockdown than a nebulous unresolved crisis.

“AS FAR AS we know, the Corona virus crisis will remain 
unresolved for the next year or so until the global 
community develops a solution through the development 
of an efficacious vaccine or drug”, he emphasized.

IN OTHER WORDS, we are as a country, going to live with 
the crisis for the rest of the year and perhaps beyond, so 
focus should be placed on containment, constant 
monitoring and evaluation to come out with indicators 
that the public can trust, which is not happening.

INSTEAD, WE SEE a gradual but steady increase in new 
confirmed cases and number of deaths! That is scaring and 
disturbing. Twelve graders are returning to school to 
prepare for WASSEC without proper preventive health 
measures in places on various school campuses.

RATHER THAN JUST requesting for more resources we 
join Ngafuan in calling on the authorities to explain in 
clear terms the epidemiological curve of Corona virus 
cases in Liberia, as such a curve will show, even on a rough 
basis, how the numbers of confirmed cases and deaths are 
expected to evolve over time, under various scenarios, 
which could include a no lockdown, a more relaxed 
lockdown, a partial lockdown or total lockdown.

COVID-19 response lacks 
measurable progress
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Understanding the Pandemic Stock Market

By Robert J. Shiller
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Libya's plight resembles that of other war-torn countries in the Greater Middle 
East: internal conflict has spiraled out of control because of misguided foreign 
intervention. With Turkey and Egypt now locking horns in the country, Libya's 
agony is even less likely to be resolved at the ongoing UN talks in Geneva.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

ERTH – The plight of oil-rich, tribally segmented Libya resembles that of 
several other war-torn countries in the Greater Middle East, namely PAfghanistan, Syria, and Yemen. In each case, a combination of internal 

strife and misguided external intervention has sustained a long-running 
conflict.

Recalling the US-led invasions of Afghanistan (2001) and Iraq (2003) in his 
2014 memoir Duty, former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates argued that the 
United States was good at overthrowing a regime, but had no idea what 
should take its place. The reason, Gates argued, was that the US failed to 
consider national and regional complexities. The same was true of the 2011 
NATO-led military intervention in Libya.

The ongoing Libyan crisis has both internal and external origins. Colonel 
Muammar el-Qaddafi’s dictatorship was toppled in October 2011 in a popular 
uprising during the so-called Arab Spring. And Qaddafi fell as a result of a US-
backed, Anglo-French armed intervention that the United Nations Security 
Council had authorized on the basis of the “responsibility to protect” the 
Libyan people.

But neither the rebel forces nor the intervening powers had any plans for 
forging a post-Qaddafi political order in a deeply divided country. The 
revolutionary factions had no unifying agenda beyond ending Qaddafi’s 
murderous rule, while the interventionists lacked a strategy to help them 
build a stable new order.

The interventionist powers had swiftly overwhelmed Qaddafi’s forces, but 
failed to deal with the outcome’s intended and unintended consequences. 
Echoing America’s earlier mistakes in Afghanistan and Iraq, they 
underestimated the tribal nature of Libyan society and the geostrategic 
importance of the country’s location in the North African-Mediterranean 
region. The foreign powers seemed more focused on protecting Libya’s 
lucrative oil reserves than on helping the country’s people to regain a sense of 
national unity and build an inclusive and representative domestic order.

As Libya rapidly descended into chaos, with various armed groups controlling 
different parts of the country, the intervening powers found it expedient to 
scale back their involvement. Above all, they wanted to avoid being caught in 
the sort of quagmire that the US had faced in Iraq and continues to face in 
Afghanistan. That decision allowed regional and more distant powers to 
pursue their own interests in Libya by entering the fray in support of various 
groups.

Since 2015, two warring factions have become locked in an increasingly 
bloody power struggle for control of the country: the UN-recognized 
Government of National Accord (GNA) based in Tripoli, and the Tobruk-based 
Libyan National Army (LNA) led by the renegade general Khalifa Haftar. And 
they have been able to sustain their conflict – at a very high human and 
economic cost for the Libyan people – largely because of foreign backing. 
Turkey, Qatar, and Italy have poured in support for the GNA, while Egypt, the 
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Russia, and France have aided the LNA. 
The US has oscillated between the two, although President Donald Trump has 
seemingly voiced a preference for Haftar.

In a worrying recent development, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
warned Turkey and its allied forces against seizing the strategic city of Sirte, 
which the LNA currently controls (along with a large chunk of territory 
stretching east to Libya’s border with Egypt). Although neither Turkey nor 
Egypt would likely want a direct military confrontation, especially given their 
severe domestic problems, their posturing could lead to a clash that seriously 
destabilizes the North African and Mediterranean region.

The absence of a national, regional, and international consensus has meant 
that the UN-sponsored peace talks in Geneva have so far failed to produce any 
tangible results, with intransigence by one side or the other torpedoing the 
negotiations. The stalemate has left Libya in the grip of long-term structural 
instability and insecurity, with little prospect of returning anytime soon to a 
degree of normalcy that could provide its suffering people hope.

Salvaging the situation will require outside forces to withdraw and let the 
Libyan people determine their own future. Unfortunately, Libya’s oil 
resources and geopolitical importance have become a magnet for external 
intervention and a curse for its citizens.
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BUJA – Last month, the African Union launched the Africa Medical Supplies 
Platform to facilitate the production and provision of vital medical Aequipment – the latest achievement in an already impressive response to the 

COVID-19 crisis. Yet, in the same week, it was revealed that most of Nigeria’s 
federal government revenue was going to debt-service payments, and the country 
would be cutting public-health spending by 40% – even as COVID-19 infections 
continue to climb.

The contrast is as tragic as it is stark. The world’s youngest continent is itching not 
only to stand on its own two feet, but also to provide global leadership. And it 
remains hamstrung by an old foe: debt. If Africa is to achieve its potential, its 
creditors must set it free.

Debt relief works. Fifteen years ago this week, the G8 issued the Gleneagles 
declaration, relieving 18 “highly indebted poor countries” – Benin, Bolivia, Burkina 
Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guyana, Honduras, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mozambique, Nicaragua, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia – 
of debt totaling more than $40 billion.

No longer saddled with massive debt-service costs, countries were able to invest 
more in their own economies and people. Many of the countries that had received 
debt relief, such as Ethiopia and Rwanda, subsequently experienced significant 
upticks in economic growth. Standards of health care, access to education, and 
employment opportunities improved markedly. And countries improved their 
governance and benefited from greater stability – crucial to sustaining long-term 
growth.

This progress is now at risk of unraveling. Though Africa has so far recorded a 
relatively low number of COVID-19 infections, it faces a severe economic crisis, 
with potentially far-reaching social and political implications. External demand, 
oil prices, tourism and travel revenues, and remittances have all collapsed. 
Investors have pulled $100 billion from emerging markets since the beginning of 
the pandemic – the largest-ever capital outflow in such a short period This is 
contributing to a deepening – and highly dangerous – liquidity crisis.

African governments urgently need capital to stabilize economies hit by 
cumulative external shocks and to finance an adequate public-health response. 
Yet, unlike the eurozone or the United States, most African countries cannot print 
money to get them through the crisis. Moreover, their fiscal space remains limited, 
not least because they must continue to make large debt payments. This leaves 
their leaders with an impossible choice: cut spending on crucial services, as 
Nigeria has done, or default.

Debt relief would save countries from this bleak scenario, freeing up the capital 
needed to fight the pandemic and stabilize the economy. World leaders already 
recognize this. In April, G20 leaders agreed to suspend some debt repayments for 
the world’s poorest countries for the rest of 2020. But it is nowhere near enough. 
Pledges must now be swiftly implemented and significantly expanded. 
Specifically, all creditors – bilateral, multilateral, and private – must implement an 
immediate debt-service standstill for all African countries until the end of 2021.

As Vera Songwe, the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa, has proposed, a special purpose vehicle (SPV) could also be 
created, modeled on the repurchase (“repo”) facilities that American and 
European central banks often use to support the smooth functioning of markets. 
This new lending vehicle, backed by the G20 central banks, would not only expand 
access to cheap liquidity; if designed well, it could also support the shift toward a 
more sustainable growth model.

The International Monetary Fund also has an important role to play. The creative 
use of its reserve asset, Special Drawing Rights, could go a long way toward 
supporting fragile economies.

The world’s wealthiest economies have responded to the COVID-19 crisis with 
unprecedented fiscal measures. African countries must do the same. Ensuring that 
they can is not charity; it is a matter of shared interest.

If African governments lack the resources to respond effectively to the crisis, the 
hard-won gains of recent decades will be wiped out; poverty will skyrocket; the 
virus will become increasingly difficult to contain; and social unrest will grow, 
particularly in countries like Sudan that are already struggling to end decades-long 
conflicts. This would exact a massive human and economic toll, and leave all of us 
living in an increasingly insecure world.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a shared global challenge, and it demands a shared 
global response that addresses both the health and economic dimensions of the 
crisis. Debt relief for Africa is an essential feature of any such response.

he COVID-19 pandemic is a shared global challenge, and it demands a shared 
global response that addresses both the health and economic dimensions of Tthe crisis. More extensive debt relief for Africa is an essential feature of any 

such response.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

No Recovery Without Debt Relief

By Mo Ibrahim

Libya’s Double Tragedy

By Amin Saikal
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n July 8, Foreign 
M i n i s t e r  S e r g e y  OLavrov held a meeting 

with the foreign ministers of 
the African Union troika 
(South Africa, Egypt and the 
DRC). It was held to review 
and begin implementing 
some issues adopted in the 
declaration at the close of 
the first Russia-Africa 
Summit. At the initiative of 
African participants, a new 
dialogue mechanism – the 
Russia-Africa Partnership Forum – created. The foreign ministers of Russia 
and three African countries – the current, future and previous chairpersons 
of the African Union – to meet for annual consultations.

It was the first annual consultations with his African counterparts, the 
current, former, and future African Union chairpersons – Minister of 
International Relations and Cooperation of the South African Republic 
NalediPandor, Foreign Minister of the Arab Republic of Egypt SamehShoukri, 
and State Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo Marie TumbaNzeza. The consultative meeting was 
attended by Russian Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade, Alexei Gruzdev, 
Deputy Head of the Federal Service for Surveillance on Consumer Rights 
Protection and Human Wellbeing, Vyacheslav Smolensky and Rosatom State 
Atomic Energy Corporation, Alexei Likhachev.

According the reports, the Secretariat of the Russia-Africa Partnership 
Forum (RAPF) was established, a new mechanism for dialoguing aspects of 
multifaceted cooperation between the two parties. During the 
consultations, the participants discussed detailed ways of developing 
efficient cooperation between the RAPF Secretariat set up at the Foreign 
Ministry, with the foreign ministries of African countries and the secretariats 
of African regional integration organizations with a view to coordinating 
joint efforts on preparing for the second regular Russia-Africa Summit 
scheduled for 2022.

The Secretariat of the Russia-Africa Partnership Forum will, among others, 
coordinate daily contacts with the foreign ministries of various African 
countries and the mechanisms of the African Union and other integration 
associations in Africa. The Secretariat will oversee the organizational and 
practical preparations of new initiatives for the next Russia-Africa Summit 
scheduled for 2022 in accordance with the Sochi agreements. As part of the 
joint declaration in Sochi, the Heads of State decided that it was expedient 
to hold these summit meetings once every three years. 

The issues formulated by African partners and initiatives on the best ways to 
develop investment, trade and economic ties were also discussed at the 
Association of Trade and Economic Cooperation with African Countries. 
Established in June, by the Secretariat of the Russia-Africa Partnership 
Forum has large Russian companies are members of this association. They 
are interested in developing cooperation with African states. In addition to 
Rosatom, it brings together other companies such as ALROSA, Gazprombank, 
Transmashholding, and the Innopraktika development institute.

The association serves as a platform for helping Russian companies that want 
to work in individual African countries or with the integration associations on 
the African continent. It will review measures to increase industrial 
cooperation between Russia and Africa, both bilaterally and with the 
involvement of African sub-regional organizations, as well as to ensure 
simplified African exports access to the Russian market. It will further lay 
the roadmap towards the development of common economic, research and 
cultural roadmaps to promote Russian-African cooperation.

First, the ministers agreed to hold a second political consultation meeting of 
the Russian foreign minister with the three foreign ministers of the African 
Union in 2021. 

Second, it was agreed at the end of the meeting that the second Russia-
Africa Summit will be held inside Africa in 2022. The Secretariat of the 
Russia-Africa Partnership Forum will have to work out specific dates and 
venues for the next round of political consultations following the election of 
the African Union chair for 2022. *KesterKennKlomegah frequently writes 
about Russia, Africa and the BRICS

2020                              

  

GUEST COMMENTARYGUEST COMMENTARYGUEST COMMENTARY

s the World Economic Forum (WEF) celebrates its 50th Anniversary, let us 
recall my Message to the WEF two years ago at its 2017 Annual Meeting in ADavos, Switzerland. In that Message, I predicted that the world economy 

would be in crisis yet once again in 2020. In economics, a crisis in the economy 
takes place when the gross domestic product (GDP) falls, prices rise too high in the 
midst of a liquidity crunch. A recession takes place when the GDP falls in two 
successive quarters.

However, in science, generally, the Scientist of the Millennium, Professor Albert 
Einstein, defines insanity as the expectation of a different result from taking the 
same action over and over. Since its founding, fifty years ago, the WEF has been 
operating on the Davos Manifesto I, which states that what matters is what 
benefits the shareholders rather than what benefits the stakeholders. After fifty 
years of existence, the WEF has declared that it is going to operate on the basis of 
the currently released Davos Manifesto II, which states that what matters is 
shareholders and stakeholders rather than shareholders alone. Therefore, the 
Davos Manifesto II is, in effect, the admission by the WEF that the Davos Manifesto I 
failed and the world economy is now in Einsteinean Crisis and should listen to the 
15 year-old Swedish child Greta Thunberg, who insists on getting Climate Change 
to effect carbon emission below two degrees centigrade, as was decided by 196 
countries at the Climate Change Conference in Paris, France in 2015. Miss 
Thunberg is promoting the view that what matters is what benefits stakeholders--
employees, customers, suppliers, communities and society. Miss Thunberg comes 
from Sweden, a Nordic country. The Nordic countries are being used for 
demonstrating best practices with respect to the usefulness of Davos Manisfesto II, 
by pointing out the Nordic experience in promoting free education and health, 
flexible hiring and firing, strong social security, open market and low tariffs/trade 
barriers.Most importantly, the Nordic countries display a nationalism in which 
what matters is what a person contributes to societal advancement rather than 

solely to individual advancement.

Let us look at some data about how the world economy has fared in terms of 
meeting the WEF objective of making the world a better place in terms of 
improving living conditions globally and sustainably. According to the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) of Europe, in 1820, the ratio of 
the world's top 20% population to the world's bottom 20% population was 3:1; by 
1991, this ratio was 86:1, indicating a massive increase in income and wealth 
inequality. The World Development Institute of the United Nations University 
indicates that by 2000, 1% of the world's adults owned 40% of the global assets.The 
international NGO, OXFAM, states that the 85 wealthiest persons in the world have 
a combined wealth equal to the wealth of 50% of the world's population. OXFAM 
continues by indicating that the world's richest 22 persons have more money than 
all of the women in Africa. Again from OXFAM, we find out that although women 
and girls work for 12.5 billion hours, they do not get paid for their work, the market 
value of which amounts to USD10.8 trillion annually. 

Now, let us look at the experience of the 70 year-old People's Republic of China 
(PRC), as it celebrates its New Year, while battling with a life threatening virus. In 
1978, the rural poor in the PRC accounted for 97.5% (770 million people) of the 
population. At the end of 2018, the rural poor level in the PRC was 1.7% (16.6 
million people), a massive reduction in the poverty rate, literally eliminating rural 
poverty. The PRC result was achieved by ensuring that what matters is 
stakeholders, with the sustainable improvement in their living standards.

In sending this 50th Anniversary Message to the World Economic Forum, let the 
global community, especially the poor countries, take due note of the fact that 
past and present experiences show that what matters is what benefits 
stakeholders, meaning what benefits society sustainably.

Moscow Working Towards Stronger 
Russia-Africa Partnership

By KesterKennKlomegah

Foreign Minister Sergey LavrovForeign Minister Sergey Lavrov

World economy in crisis again

By Togba-Nah Tipoteh
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everal economically 
challenged women, Smostly single parents 

d w e l l i n g  i n  s o m e  o f  
Montserrado County’s slum 
communities see global 
charity organization Oxfam’s 
cash transfer of U$109 to each 

of them as a great relief, 
considering the tough times 
they are going through, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h i s  
coronavirus crisis.

Working with local groups 
Communi ty  Hea l thcare  
Initiative (CHI) and West Point 

enable them to receive their 
US$109 each via mobile 
money transfer.

Felecia Sayee, a resident 
of PHP Community says the 
US$109 from Oxfam Liberia 
brought so much joy to her 
because she and her four 
ch i l d ren  went  ou t  o f  
everything due to the 
lockdown imposed to control 
the spread of coronavirus.

“And I say Oxfam thank you 
for coming to my rescue, and 
it shouldn’t be the end 
because we are the mothers 
with children. Oh, my dear, 
it’s hard to say. Don’t look at 
the clothes but look at what in 
the clothes. We’re going 
through tough time,” she said 
i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
journalists in West Point 
Saturday, 11 July.

After receiving the money, 
Ms. Sayee explains that she 
used it to buy lot of essential 
materials to do business, 
including cooking pot, bag of 
flour, sugar and bucket of 
butter to prepare cookies for 
sale.

P r i o r  t o  O x f a m ’ s  
intervention, Ms. Sayee says 
no one could extend help to 
her during the lockdown, so it 
surprised her when she 
received US$109.00 without 
working for it.

“Can you imagine? So I was 
so excited to the extent that I 

Women  fo r  Hea l th  and  
Development Organization, 
Oxfam, through mobile money 
transfer, gave US$109 each to 
300 slum dwellers in West Point, 
Pipeline, Peace Island, Chicken 
Soup Factory, King Gray, and 
L o g a n  To w n  t o  e n a b l e  
beneficiaries get their unmet 

needs.
Many of these women did not 

own phones, neither sim cards 
prior to Oxfam’s Catastrophe 
“CAT’’ Fund Project,’ which 
means Oxfam first had to 
provide phones and sim cards 
for those that didn’t have to 

More headline news   More headline news

he chairman of 
N a t i o n a l  TD e m o c r a t i c  

Coalition (NDC) Professor 
Alaric Tokpa is crying wolf, 
accusing the National Public 
Health Institute of Liberia 
( N P H I L )  o f  a l l e g e d l y  
t a m p e r i n g  w i t h  h i s  
coronavirus test result, 
thereby allegedly reversing 
its previously released 
negative result for him.

Addressing reporters over 
the weekend at his residence 
in Lakpazee Community, 
Professor Tokpa explained 
that on Friday, 10 July, his 
Covid – 19 test result was 
given to him with an official 
certificate proving that he 
was negative.

"I send copy to my wife in 
the States as a proof that I 
was on my way to them for 
visit. I posted it on my social 
media page and informed all 
my friends around that my 
test was negative,” he 
explains.

“But while I was driving 
home, I received text from one 
of the health authorities telling 
me that I was given different 
result and my official result 
came out positive," Prof. Tokpa 
angrily narrates.

He alleges that the Coalition 
for Democratic Change (CDC) - 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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led government through 
NPHIL tampered with his 
coronavirus test result for 
political reason.

According to the NDC 
chairman, on Monday 6 July, 
he went at the testing center 
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Alaric Tokpa cries wolf
-Accuses NPHIL of manipulation his Covid -19 test result

By Ben P. Wesee

“We are going through tough times”
-Slum women tell Oxfam Liberia

By Winston W. Parley

he Liberia National 
Police detachment in TP leebo ,  Mar l and  

County has charged and sent to 
court three proprietors of 
entertainment centers in the 
county for alleged breach of 
the 6PM lockdown imposed by 
President George Manneh 
Weah to fight the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Soma Syela of Exodus 
Entertainment Center; Mabel 
Wa h a h  o f  N e w  L i g h t  
Entertainment Center and 
Judy Thomas of the New Dawn 
Entertainment Center were 
respectively charged on 
Wednesday, July 8, 2020, due 
to alleged obstruction of 
government functions and 
disorderly conduct in line with 
Article 78.3 and 12. 1 
respectively of the Penal Law 
of Liberia.

Pleebo District Police 
Commander, Lavisious Toe, 

said the three proprietors 
were charged based on 
comp la i n t s  f r om  l o ca l  
authorities in the district.

Commander Toe noted that 
authorities on the ground had 
complained that owners of 
entertainment center have 
been in the constant habit of 
operating after the 6pm 
lockdown in total disregard of 
health regulations.

He said although the three 
club owners are not the only 
violators of the 6pm lockdown, 
but their forwarding to court 
will serve as a deterrence to 
other business owners who 
have been in similar habit of 
violating government’s stay 
home or and 6pm mandate.

The Police commander 
stressed that the mandate 
from the government is aimed 
at preventing spread of the 
virus, so citizens across the 
country should abide by such 

precautionary measure.
"Since the curfew, some 

clubs and business owners have 
been in total violation of the 
mandate though we have been 
polite to them and they can't 
listen to us; I think the court 
hall is the best place for them 
because we can't fight them 
neither beat them." He said.

"Now we have 17 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in the 
county, and we don't care; 
when we don't take time, it will 
continue to go higher because 
we don't want to abide by 
simple mandate. You see lab 
technicians and all have been 
tested positive; why more 
about you and myself, so the 
best thing we need to do as 
citizens, let observe all the 
preventive measures, like 
washing our hands regularly, 
observe social distance, 
wearing of nose and face masks 
and to keep off the streets 

after 6pm because we don't 
know who is a carrier of the 
virus.”

C o m m a n d e r  T o e  
commended local authorities 
of the district for the level of 
cooperation with the Police in 
the wake of health regulations 
announced by the government.

"We still get more to do in 
the district; we have had 
several meetings with the local 
authorities and we are 
prepared to arrest any violator 
of the 6pm order; so when you 
are in the streets doing the day, 
please observe your time.”

He added that more check 
points will be erected to keep 
in check motorcyclists and 
commuters moving about 
without face or nose masks.

Meanwhile, the owner of 
one of the entertainment 
centers, who was sent to court 

Police charge 3 
entertainment centers 

By Patrick Mensah, Maryland County

Professor Alaric Tokpa



he Director General 
of the National Public THealth Institute of 

Liberia (NPHIL) has alarmed 
over a serious decrease in 
provision of key health 
services as a result of the 
coronavirus disease (Covid-19) 
here. 

Dr. MosokaFallah, who 
spoke to the London School of 
Economics and Political 
Science via a video conference 
recently, noted that key health 
services such as immunization, 
treatment and testing have 
slowed since the pandemic hit 
Liberia in March, revealing 
that attendance rate at health 
facilities has dropped by 23 
percent due to the virus. 

“Patients are afraid to go to 
health facilities. Many of them 
have wrong notion that if they 
go to hospitals and present 
similar symptom like fever, 
they would be tested for covid-
19 and be isolated from their 

families and friends; This has 
been one of the major 
problems in our health sector 
since the outbreak,” stated Dr. 
Fallah.  

Providing statistical data on 
the health sector of Liberia 
amid covid-19, he said under-
five treatment for malaria has 
dropped by 34 percent, while 
above five has dropped by 35 
percent.

He indicated that due to the 
outbreak, 35 percent of 
chi ldren are not being 
immunized as compared to the 
same time last year. 

Dr. Fallah pointed out that 
10 percent of those who need 
to be tested for HIV/AIDS to 
receive drugs are not receiving 
it due to the virus as well. 

“Our health workforce is 
also another problem, because 
some of the workforce had to 
move to support the covid-19 
response. The regular health 
workers are now asking for 

hazard pay because they are of 
greater risk of contracting the 
virus. But in the current 
response, there is no funding 
for hazard pay for regular 
health workers. The only 
hazard pay is for those who are 
directly involved in the 
response, hence, this is 
threatening our regular health 
services,” he lamented.

“ I n  s u m m a r y ,  l o w  
attendance and low service 
utilization are key issues. We 
need to do more work in risk 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  m a s k  
ownership, utilization and 
usage. We have been shifting 
the module from bottom to up 
approach by doing more 
community engagements,” the 
NPHIL boss added.

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  
positives, he said Liberia has to 
a large extent done well within 
the West African subregion 
least to say the Mano River 
basin, by recording the lowest 
number of confirmed Covid-19 
cases. 

According to him, most of 
the successes scored in the 
fight against the virus can be 
credited to the lessons learned 
from the Ebola virus disease in 
2014/2015. 

“Ebola helped Liberia 
prepared for Covid-19 in many 
ways. As far back as January 
22, we approached the 
President and let him know 
that the growing numbers of 
cases warranted enhanced 
a i r p o r t  s c r e e n i n g .  We  
established the Presidential 
Advisory Committee headed by 
the President and a technical 
committee headed by the 
Minister of National Defense,” 
Dr. Fallah explained. 

“It helps us to build the 
infrastructures. Prior to Ebola, 
we did not have any structure 
in place for surveillance 
system. We did early warning 
and surveillance system and all 
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Noticeably overwhelmed 
by grief, Mrs. Taylor said the 
passing of the young Liberian 
female lawmaker is a serious 
hit to the struggle for gender 
e q u a l i t y  a n d  w o m e n  
empowerment in Liberia. 

V P  H o w a r d - Ta y l o r  
said:“Munah was a strong 
voice for gender equity that 
we women have  been 
clamoring for over the years. 
Munah touched many lives 
and everyone is mourning   
her passing.  She was the 
youngest female ever to be 
elected. Everywhere she 
went, she was a star. She was 
very outspoken on issues. She 
believed in women being 
heard at the decision making 
table” 

She later conveyed her 
deepest sympathies to the 
bereaved family, the House of 
Representatives and the 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change for the loss of a 
brilliant lawmaker. 

She urged the family of the 
fallen lawmaker to take 
solace in the Lord and called 
on Liberians to remember 
them in their prayers. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Youngblood, who represented 
District #9 in Montserrado 
County, and was a staunched 
member of  the ru l ing  
C o a l i t i o n  f o r  
Democrat i cChange  and  
Chairperson for  House 
Committee on Executive died 
Wednesday July 8, following a 
protracted period of illness.

likely to be used in the 
interest of the rich just as the 
bai lout packages were 
utilized, saying, in a single 
case the CEO of Goldman 
Sachs received a Great 

daughter. 
 ‘Though she is no more,   

I’m happy that Munah during 
our last interaction expressed 
the strong willingness to 
strengthen her relations with 
God. I believed Munah is now 
seated with our Almighty 
Creator” ” VP Howard Taylor 
recalled. 

T h e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  

accompanied by her family 
members and office staff, 
offered prayers for the 
b e r e a v e d  f a m i l y  w h i l e  
lamenting that the fallen 
female lawmaker will be missed 
for being the first youngest 
f e m a l e  l a w m a k e r  w h o  
c h a m p i o n e d  w o m e n  
empowerment even on her sick 
bed. 

regime with its bailout package 
of USD800 billion”, he added. 

But Dr. Tipoteh, who also 
chairs the Servants of Africa 
Fighting Epidemics of SAFE, 
argues that the stimulus 
packages, ostensibly mobilized 
to help the poor, are highly 

ice President Jewel 
H o w a r d - Ta y l o r  VFriday July 10, 2020, 

visited   the Sinkor residence 
of fallen Montserrado County 
District # 9 Representative 
Munah Pelham-Youngblood to 
console the bereaved family. 

According to a release 
issued from VP Taylor’s office, 
her visit with the bereaved 

family followed similar visit 
recently, by President George 
M. Weah. 

Mrs. Taylor in brief 
remarks, encouraged the 
mothe r  o f  the  f a l l en  
lawmaker, Elizabeth S. 
Pelham to trust and continue 
to reference God for lasting 
comfort and peace as she 
mourn the death of her  

Dr. Tipoteh quotes OXFAM 
as observing that it would 
take USD60 billion of 25 
percent of the income of the 
world's top 100 billionaires, to 
end extreme poverty globally, 
noting that all of the 
foregoing aspects of the 
Poverty Pandemic are taking 
place while the USA is 
mobi l iz ing USD7tr i l l ion 
stimulus package for the 
Corona Pandemic in the USA, 
not forgetting Euro2 trillion 
stimulus package that the 
European Union is mobilizing 
to attend to the Corona 
Pandemic. 

“It comes as no surprise 
that the rich are mobilizing 
such enormous amounts of 
money as stimulus packages 
under the Corona Pandemic. 
Let us recall the USD800 
billion bailout package that 
the Bush regime mobilized 
under the consequences of 
the Great Recession of 2008 
and this was followed 
subsequently by the Obama CONT’D ON PAGE 10

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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VP- Taylor consoles Rep. Pelham’s family Health services decline
-NPHIL boss alarms 

NPHIL Director-General, Doctor Mosoka Fallah

Starts from back page Dr. Tipoteh laments 

VP- Taylor consoles Rep. Pelham’s family

Dr. Togba-Nah Tipoteh
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e président George 
Manneh Weah veut Lapporter la honte et 

la disgrâce sur lui-même et 
montrer combien il gouverne 
mal en autorisant à M. 
NdubuisiNwabudike, un 
ressortissant Nigérian, de 
demeurer à la tête de la 
Commission anti-corruption 
du Libéria (LACC) malgré son 

La commission électorale 
nationale indépendante 
(CENI) a proposé le 18 
octobre 2020, comme le 
jour du scrutin du 1er tour 
d e  l a  p r é s i d e n t i e l l e  
guinéenne.  Déjà au sein du 
RPG Arc-en-ciel, parti au 
pouvoir, les choses se 
précisent petit à petit.  
Dans un entretien qu’il nous 
a accordé, ce samedi 11 
j u i l l e t ,  l ’ h o n o r a b l e  
Souleymane Keita, parle des 
conventions qui débutent 
bientôt.  

« Nous nous préparons 
activement pour participer 
de manière intégrale à ce 
processus. C’est pourquoi 
en prélude à ces élections 
nous avons décidé avec la 
direction nationale du parti 
d’organiser les conventions 
au niveau de l’ensemble des 
structures… ça va être au 
niveau des préfectures et 
des communes, ensuite ça 
sera la convention régionale 
parce que le contexte 
coronavirus oblige. On ne 
peut pas réunir un grand 
nombre. C’est pourquoi 
nous allons sélectionner 
pour faire en sorte que 

FrançaisFrançais

expulsion de l'Association du 
barreau national du Libéria. 
C’est en ces termes que le 
sénateur Wesseh s’en est pris au 
président de la république du 
Libéria.

« Mais si j'avais la chance de 
lui donner des conseils, je dirais 
qu’il se fait honte. Vous, 
Monsieur le Président, vous 
vous faites honte parce que 

chaque région administrative 
soit représentée par cinq 
délégués à la convention 
nationale qui va se tenir dans 
deux semaines maximums. Ça 
sera l’occasion pour nous de 
désigner solennellement le 
candidat du RPG Arc-en-ciel, 
de la grande mouvance 
p rés ident ie l l e  pour  l a  
prochaine élection », déclare 

l’honorable Souleymane 
Keita.

A la question de savoir, 
est-ce qu’il y a eu des 
candidatures? « Non pour le 
moment je dirais. Mais 
comme vous le savez, nous 
en tout cas, la génération 
montante du RPG on n’a pas 
deux candidats. Le Pr Alpha 

cela montre que vous ne 
gouvernez pas correctement 
», a déclaré le sénateur 
Wesseh lors d'une émission en 
direct sur Prime FM le jeudi 
matin 9 juillet à Monrovia.

L ’ A s s o c i a t i o n  d u  
BarreauNational du Libéria 
( L N B A )  a  e x p u l s é  A .  
Ndubuis iNwabudike,  un 
l i b é r i en  ‘ ’ n a tu r a l i s é ’’  
d’origine nigériane dont la 
naturalisation controversée 
ne cesse de faire couler 
beaucoup d’encre et de 
salive. La LNBA a dit à la suite 
de son enquêtele vendredi 19 
juinqu’« il est devenu 
membre de l’Association du 
Barreau National du Libéria 
(LNBA) frauduleusement ».

La LNBA avait ouvert une 
enquête sur la controverse qui 
entoure la nationalité de M 
Nwabudike née de son 
incapacité de prouver lors 
d ’ u n e  a u d i e n c e  d e  
confirmation au sénat qu’il a 
a c q u i s  l a  n a t i o n a l i t é  
libérienne de manière légale.

Mais même après son 
expulsion de la LNBA, le 
f o n c t i o n n a i r e  h u m i l i é  
demeure à son poste de 

La ministre de la Santé, Dr WilhelminaJallah, demande des 
ressources supplémentaires pour renforcer la stratégie de 
réponse du gouvernement dans la lutte contre la pandémie du 
COVID-19.

Mais le gouvernement semble être dépassé par la croissance 
exponentielle des cas confirmés, passant initialement de deux 
à la mi-mars à près de 950 avec 41 décès actuellement. Ce qui 
est très certain, c’est que le taux d’infection et de mortalité 
continu de croître.

La ministre de la Santé Jallah demande aux membres du Sénat 
libérien d’allouer des ressources pour renforcer l’engagement 
et l’autonomisation de la communauté et invite les chefs 
religieux du pays de se joindre au combat.

Son collègue de l’Institut national de santé publique du Libéria 
(NPHIL), le Dr MosokaFallah, insiste quant à lui sur le 
dépistage volontaire et le strict respect des mesures 
barrières.

Cependant, ce que les autorités sanitaires ne disent pas au 
public et aux décideurs politiques, dont le président George 
Manneh Weah, c’est des indicateurs « clairs, mesurables et 
faciles à comprendre » sur les progrès accomplis dans la lutte. 
L’ancien ministre des Finances, Augustine KpeheNgafuan, en 
avait fait cas au cours d’une émission en direct en mai.

Il a déclaré qu’il est indispensable que l’on s’appuiedavantage 
sur les conseils des autorités sanitaires lors d’une crise 
sanitaire, cependant le peuple libérien mérite de savoir des 
indicateurs plus concrets et détaillés justifiant la nécessitéde 
prolonger l’état d’urgence et le confinement.

« Pour autant que nous le sachions, on ne trouvera aucune 
solution à la crise du COVID-19d’ici l’année prochaine, du 
moins jusqu’à ce que la communauté internationale 
développe un vaccin ou trouve un médicament efficace », a-t-
il mis en garde.

En d’autres termes, en tant que pays, nous n’avons d’autre 
solution que de vivre avec la crise pour le reste de l’année et 
peut-être au-delà, donc l’accent devrait être mis sur le 
confinement, le suivi et l’évaluation constants pour sortir des 
indicateurs auxquels le public peut faire confiance.

De toutes les façons, nous voyons une augmentation 
progressive et régulière des nouveaux cas confirmés et du 
nombre de décès ! C’est effrayant et inquiétant. Les élèves en 
classe de 12e année ont repris les cours pour se préparer à 
l’examen de fin de cycle secondaire sans que des mesures de 
santé préventives appropriées aient été mises en place au 
niveau des différents établissements scolaires.

Nous nous joignons à Ngafuan pour appeler les autorités à 
expliquer en termes clairs la courbe épidémiologique des cas 
de virus au Libéria, car une telle courbe montrera, même sur 
une base approximative, comment le nombre de cas confirmés 
et des décès devraient être évolué. Cela permettra de savoir 
s’il faut instaurer un état d’urgence avec ou sans confinement 
partiel ou total.

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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« Le Président Weah veut se faire 
humilier » (Le SénateurWesseh)

Lutte contre le COVID-19 : 
Aucun progrès palpable

Guinée : « Alpha Condé reste tout naturellement le 
candidat idéologique du parti » (député de la Majorité)
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EW HAVEN – La performance des marchés 
boursiers face à la pandémie de coronavirus Nsemble défier toute logique, en particulier aux 

États-Unis. À l’heure où l’effondrement de la demande 
tire vers le bas l’investissement et l’emploi, comment 
expliquer que les cours des actions se portent aussi 
bien ?

Plus les fondamentaux économiques et les perspectives 
des marchés divergent, plus le mystère devient 
profond, jusqu’à ce que l’on se penche sur de possibles 
explications liées à la psychologie de foule, à la viralité 
des idées, ainsi qu’aux dynamiques de la propagation 
des discours. Les mouvements des marchés boursiers 
sont en effet largement animés par les prévisions des 
investisseurs quant à la réaction de leurs semblables 
face aux événements de l’actualité, plutôt qu’animés 
par l’actualité elle-même.

Raison à cela, la plupart d’entre nous n’avons aucun 
moyen d’évaluer l’importance des événements 
économiques ou scientifiques qui surviennent. Lorsque 
la méfiance augmente, notamment dans les médias, 
nous nous fions le plus souvent à la manière dont les 
personnes que nous connaissons réagissent à 
l’actualité. Ce processus d’évaluation prend un certain 
temps, ce qui explique pourquoi les marchés boursiers 
ne répondent jamais soudainement ni pleinement face 
aux événements, comme le suggèrerait la théorie 
conventionnelle. L’actualité amorce une nouvelle 
tendance sur les marchés, mais une tendance 
suffisamment ambiguë pour qu’il soit difficile pour les 
plus rusés d’en tirer profit.

S’il est évidemment difficile de déterminer ce qui 
façonne le marché boursier, il est possible d’émettre 
des hypothèses a posteriori, sur la base des 
informations disponibles.

L’énigme se décompose en trois phases aux États-Unis : 
hausse de 3 % du S&P 500 à partir du début de la crise du 
coronavirus, le 30 janvier, jusqu’au 19 février ; chute 
de 34 % entre le 19 février et le 23 mars ; puis 
augmentation de 42 % entre le 23 mars et aujourd’hui. 
Chacune de ces trois phases s’inscrit en association 
surprenante avec l’actualité, la réaction tardive des 
marchés filtrant au travers des réactions et 
témoignages des investisseurs.

La première phase a débuté lorsque l’Organisation 
mondiale de la santé a parlé du nouveau coronavirus 
comme d’une « urgence de santé publique d’ampleur 
internationale », le 30 janvier. Au cours des 20 jours qui 
ont suivi, le S&P a augmenté de 3 %, atteignant un 
record historique le 19 février. Pourquoi les 
investisseurs ont-ils conféré aux actions leur plus forte 
valorisation de l’histoire après l’annonce d’une 
possible tragédie planétaire ? Les taux d’intérêt n’ont 
pas diminué au cours de cette période. Pourquoi le 
marché boursier n’a-t-il pas « prédit » la récession à 
venir en enregistrant une baisse avant le début du 
ralentissement ?

Explication possible, la pandémie était un événement 
inédit, et la plupart des investisseurs au début du mois 
de février n’étaient peut-être tout simplement pas 
persuadés que les autres investisseurs et les 
consommateurs prêteraient attention à la situation, 
jusqu’à ce qu’ils observent une réaction plus forte dans 
les médias et les cours boursiers. En raison du manque 
d’expérience passée depuis la pandémie de grippe de 
1918-1920, aucune analyse statistique d’événements 
comparables ne permettait d’anticiper l’impact sur les 
marchés. Le début des confinements en Chine, à la fin 
du mois de janvier, a relativement peu intéressé la 
presse internationale. La maladie causée par le 
nouveau coronavirus ne portait même pas de nom, 
avant d’être baptisée COVID-19 par l’OMS, le 11 
février.

Au cours des semaines antérieures au 19 février, 
l’attention du public autour de problématiques de 
longue date telles que le réchauffement climatique, la 
stagnation séculaire et l’excès de dettes commençait à 
s’estomper. Le procès en impeachment du président 

Donald Trump, qui a pris fin le 5 février, continuait de 
dominer les discussions aux États-Unis, et de nombreux 
responsables politiques trouvaient semble-t-il 
contreproductif de tirer la sonnette d’alarme autour 
d’une hypothétique tragédie majeure à venir.

La deuxième phase a débuté lorsque le S&P 500 s’est 
effondré de 34 % entre le 19 février et le 23 mars, une 
chute comparable au krach boursier de 1929. Or, le 19 
février, seuls quelques cas de décès liés au COVID-19 
avaient été rapportés en dehors de Chine. Ce n’est pas un 
discours qui a transformé le raisonnement des 
investisseurs dans cet intervalle, mais une constellation 
de discours connexes.

Certaines des actualités médiatiques étaient absurdes. 
Le 17 février, un épisode de ruée vers le papier toilette 
était évoqué pour la première fois à Hong Kong, puis 
devenait par contagion un motif de plaisanterie. Certes, 
les informations sur la propagation de la maladie 
commençaient à s’internationaliser. L’OMS a parlé de 
pandémie le 11 mars. Les recherches du terme « 
pandémie » sur Internet ont enregistré un pic dans la 
semaine du 8 au 14 mars, et celles relatives au terme « 
coronavirus » pendant la semaine du 15 au 21 mars.

Il semble que pendant cette deuxième phase, le grand 
public ait cherché à saisir les raisons de cette situation 
étrange. La plupart des gens n’ont pas été en mesure de la 
comprendre immédiatement, et encore moins songé à la 
réaction d’autres acteurs susceptibles d’influencer les 
cours du marché.

À mesure que s’opérait le ralentissement du marché 
boursier, des témoignages frappants sont apparus 
concernant les difficultés et perturbations d’affaires 
causées par les confinements. Certaines personnes 
confinées en Chine auraient ainsi été réduites à se nourrir 
de vers et minuscules poissons d’eau douce. En Italie, on 
entendait parler de professionnels de la santé contraints 
de faire des choix dans l’administration des soins aux 
patients, au sein d’hôpitaux submergés. Beaucoup 
évoquaient également une situation comparable à la 
Grande Dépression des années 1930.

Le début de la troisième phase, celle d’une augmentation 
du 40 % du S&P 500, a été marqué par certaines 
informations réelles autour des politiques budgétaires et 
monétaires. Le 23 mars, après la réduction des taux 
d’intérêt jusqu’au niveau quasi-zéro, la Réserve fédérale 
américaine annonçait un programme agressif de mise en 
place de facilités de crédit innovantes. Quatre jours plus 
tard, Trump apposait sa signature au Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, pour un 
montant de 2 000 milliards $, promettant une relance 
budgétaire très active.

Ces mesures, et approches similaires adoptées dans 
d’autres pays, ont été décrites comme proches de celles 
appliquées pour contrer la Grande Récession de 2008-
2009, qui avait été suivie d’une augmentation 
progressive, mais en fin de compte massive, du cours des 
actions. Le S&P 500 a enregistré une multiplication par 
cinq entre son plus bas du 9 mars 2009 et le 19 février 
2020. La plupart des gens n’ont aucune idée de ce que 
prévoient le plan de la Fed ou le CARES Act. Pour autant, 
les investisseurs disposaient d’un exemple récent 
d’apparente réussite des mesures de ce type.

Les récits d’effondrements boursiers moins sérieux mais 
pour autant significatifs et suivis de reprises solides, tirés 
notamment de 2018, ont été largement rappelés. Les 
histoires de regrets de n’avoir pas acheté au plus bas à 
l’époque ou en 2009 ont peut-être donné l’impression que 
le marché s’était suffisamment effondré en 2020. Dès 
lors, c’est la peur de manquer (ou fear of missing out) qui 
s’est installée, renforçant du côté des investisseurs la 
conviction de pouvoir faire leur retour en toute sécurité.

Dans ces trois phases du marché boursier face au COVID-
19, les informations réelles ont entraîné des effets 
visibles. Pour autant, les mouvements des cours ne 
constituent pas systématiquement – voire constituent 
très rarement – une réponse rapide et logique aux 
informations.

FrançaisFrançais
2020                              

président de Commission 
Anti-Corruption du Liberia 
(LACC), un poste qui est 
réservé uniquement aux 
citoyens libériens légitimes.

Le ressortissant nigérian 
humilié fut membre de la 
Commission de la Bonne 
Gouvernance avant  sa  
nomination à la tête de la 
LACC par le président George 
Manneh Weah. Il fut nommé 
ensuite toujours par le 
président Weah à la tête de la 
Commiss ion  é lectora le  
nationale (NEC), sa troisième 
nomination en moins de deux 
ans.

L a  c o n f i r m a t i o n  
antérieure de Nwabudike par 
le Sénat libérien en tant que 
président de la LACC s’est 
déroulée sans accros. Le 
système faible du Libéria n’a 
détecté aucun problème 
concernant la façon dont il 
avait acquis la nationalité 
libérienne qui lui avait permis 
de pratiquer le droit ici.

Mécontent du fait que le 
p r é s i d e n t  W e a h  l e  
maintienne à la tête de la 
LACC, le sénateur Wesseha 
fait valoir que « même si vous 
voulez enquêter, laissez la 
personne s'asseoir pendant 
cette période de l'enquête, 
car le fait de lui permettre de 
rester en fonction montre 
seulement que vous n'avez 
aucun respect pour la loi et 
l’ordre ».

Il a en outre dénoncé le 
fait que le président Weah 
n’écoute pas les points de vue 
alternatifs. « Et donc parfois, 
ils voient tous ceux qui 
expriment des points de vue 
destinés à aider la gestion du 
pays comme des opposants. 
Ses oreilles sont bouchées, il 
ne veut écouter personne 
d’autre, à part ceux qui 
l’entourent ».

« Je ne croyais pas à mes 
oreilles lorsque mon propre 
chauffeur m’a dit le 9 juillet 

C o n d é  r e s t e  t o u t  
naturellement le candidat 
idéologique du parti », 
répond-il.

Pour le député, ce choix, 
c’est d’abord « parce que 
c ’ e s t  n o t r e  l e a d e r  
e m b l é m a t i q u e  ;  
deuxièmement quand on 
regarde un peu sa longue 
lutte caractérisée par la 
p a t i e n c e ,  p a r  l a  
persévérance mais aussi par 
la non compromission, et 

que le véhicule qui nous a 
dépassés et transportant des 
hommes en armes escortait 
Nwabudikeà son lieu de travail 
», a dit le sénateur de River 
Gee.

«J'ai dit non, ça ne peut pas 
être vrai. Vous savez, cela ne 
peut pas être vrai…, c'est une 
honte pour le président lui-
même de permettre que cela se 
produise. Quelle explication il 
donne. Quelle explication le 
président donne-t-il pour 
permettre à cet homme de 
retourner à la LACC. En plus qui 
va-t-il poursuivre ? » a dit le 
sénateur Wesseh.

« Quelle enquête peut-il 
entreprendre quand il n'a 
aucune valeur morale ? C’est 
pourquoi je dis que c’est une 
honte et c’est une honte. Et 
cela me fait honte parce que je 
sais que, je veux dire, aucun 
gouvernement d igne ne 
permettra que cela se produise 
», a poursuivi le sénateur 
Wesseh avant de révéler que le 
Sénat a mis sur pied un comité 
dirigé par le sénateur Varney G. 
Sherman pour se pencher sur 
l’affaire.

Il se demande pourquoi le 
président Weah fait comme s’il 
est sans savoir que Nwabudike a 
des problèmes, surtout qu’il a 
été obligé de retirer sa 
nomination à la présidence de 
la  NEC  à  cause  de  la  
controverse.

« La LNBA a mené une 
enquête et a ensuite publié un 
rapport et destitué Nwabudike 
c o m m e  m e m b r e  d u  
barreau.Donc, techniquement, 
si vous n'êtes pas membre du 
barreau du Libéria, vous ne 
pouvez pas être membre du 
barreau de la Cour suprême, 
vous savez. Votre comparution 
devant la Cour suprême sera 
discutable. Alors, comment 
allez-vous fonctionner dans cet 
autre poste qui a des pouvoirs 
de poursuite », s’est interrogé 
le sénateur Wesseh.

v o u s  f a i t e s  u n  p e u  
d’évaluation de son bilan des 
10 dernières années, on se 
rend compte effectivement 
que si la Guinée a pu amorcer 
l e  p r o c e s s u s  d e  
développement véritable, 
c’est parce que d’abord il y a 
eu un homme ; et cet homme, 
il compte. C’est pourquoi 
pour nous, il n’y a pas de 
raison de changer le cheval 
qui gagne », argumente 
Souleymane Keita.
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Comprendre le marché boursier 
au cours de la pandémie

Par Robert J. Shiller

« Le Président Weah 
veut se faire 

Guinée : « Alpha Condé reste 
tout naturellement le 

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!



where his specimens were, 
following which he was asked 
to return on Wednesday that 
same week for his result.

He says when he return to 
the center on Wednesday, 8 
July for his result, it was 
delayed on grounds that his 
specimens were taken to 
another testing center.

With just one day to his trip 
to the United States, Prof. 
Tokpa laments that he got a 
t e x t  f r o m  t h e  h e a l t h  
authorities informing him that 
the result that was given to 
him previously was an error 
and that his original result was 
positive.

Initially Prof. Tokpa says he 
didn’t take this serious 
because it was not officially 
communicated to him, and as 
such he proceeded to airport 
on Saturday, 11 July where he 
was denied access to the 
airport because he was 

of these were lessons we 
learned from Ebola.”  

Meanwhile, the NPHIL has 
been has been called upon by 
two international bodies to 
s ha re  h i s  p ro fe s s i ona l  
expertise. 

In one of the invitations, Dr. 
MosokaFallah is being invited 
by the political leaders of 
North America and the 
Caribbean to provide advice on 
‘contact tracing strategy for 
coronavirus’ in their regions 
(Latin America and the 
Caribbean) at a high-level 
expert advisory session on July 
17. 

“At the request of political 
leaders from Argentina, Ceará-
Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Honduras, and Peru, the 
GovLab is convening a high-
level expert advisory session to 
a d v i s e  t h e m  o n  t h e  
development of their contact 
tracing strategies,” the 
communication read.  

“This session will take place 
Friday, July 17, 10am-12pm 
Eastern Time (EDT) with the 
explicit goal of sharing 
concrete and specific solutions 
to the contact tracing 
challenges for Latin America 
and the Caribbean. No prior 
knowledge of the region is 
required as these leaders are 
looking to benefit from the 
experience of global experts. 
The event is supported by the 
Inter-American Development 
Bank,” according to the 

positive of coronavirus.
Based on his experience 

with the health authorities, 
Prof. Tokpa believes that most 
of the results here have been 
manipulated.

He vowed not to submit 
himself to any testing from the 
Liberia health authorities due 
to the shame that the 
government brought upon him 
at the Roberts International 
Airport (RIA).

Prof. Tokpa argues that 
since he declared his intention 
to contest in the upcoming 
midterm senatorial election in 
Gbarpolu County, the CDC - led 
government has allegedly been 
on his neck.

Our reporter has made 
numerous calls to get comment 
from authorities at NPHIL, but 
could not get a response till 
press  t ime.—Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

invitation. 
T h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

furthered that the advisory 
session will specifically focus 
on helping these countries and 
states identify and implement 
concrete strategies for contact 
identification, contact listing 
and contact follow-up, as part 
of second in a series of six 
g l oba l  on l i ne  adv i s o r y  
discussions with diverse, 
international experts and 
innovators designed to identify 
innovative and practical ideas, 
tools, and strategies to support 
public leaders in Latin America 
and the Caribbean in the fight 
against Covid-19. 

In a related development, 
the African Union (AU) has also 
invited Dr. Fallah to join the 
Africa COVID-19 Testing 
Alliance under the continent-
wide strategy, the Partnership 
to Accelerate COVID-19 Testing 
(PACT): Trace, Test and Track. 

“As part of the launching 
phase, and based on your 
expertise leading the National 
Public Health Institute of 
Liberia's response to COVID19, 
we would like to extend you an 
invitation to join the Alliance 
and co-create with us a 
working plan to curb the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Africa 
by catalyzing private-public 
partnerships. We are currently 
holding weekly calls every 
Monday at 12 PM ET / 6 PM 
CAT,” the AU communication, 
among others, detailed. 
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operating for a while now from 
the   “Unapplied Accounts” at 
various commercial banks in the 
country.

The Office of Comptroller 
General, says it observed 
suspicious transactions, which 
prompted the Comptroller 
General to invite the National 
Security Agency to conduct 
investigations.

“Due to rigid monitoring 
policy we instituted here, it led 
us to uncover this act. It could 
have been more if we had not 
put into place   some of those 
measures. Maybe it has been 
ongoing for years. We met some 
of those people (who are under 
investigation) here and we did 
not want to remove them,” Mr. 
Kowo told this paper late 
Saturday.

 “Based on our invitation, 
the NSA came in and started to 
conduct its investigations. Up 
to now, a number of employees 
have been arrested here and 
that of GN Bank, which is in 

question”, he explained.
An ‘Unapplied Account’ is a 

special Government of Liberia 
account established to effect 
payments to government 
employees.

Those accounts are owned 
by the Ministry for the purpose 
of salaries that are not credited 
to employees’ accounts and are 
l a t e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
government due to either, 
account name mismatch, wrong 
account number, duplicated 
entries, etc on the payroll, and 
rejected by bank system as 
invalid during automated 
processing.

Comptroller General Kowo 
said the amount in question, 
which is missing from the 
government’s account, is about 
L$6m (an equivalent of 
US$30,000) and not US$6M as 
was earlier reported. 

He said that they are waiting 
for the outcome of the 

he nation’s financial 
house, the Ministry Tof  F inance  and  

Deve l opment  P l ann ing  
(MFDP) is walloping in a check 
scandal that has seen L$6m 
and US$68,000 withdrawn 
from various branches of the 
GN Bank.

F i n a n c e  M i n i s t r y  
authorities say the financial 
syndicate involves the 
M i n i s t r y ’s  ‘ U n a p p l i e d  
accounts’ at GN Bank Liberia 
L i m i t e d  a n d  o t h e r  
commercial banks operating 
here.

Liberia’s Comptroller 
General Janga Augustus 
Kowo, who office manages 
these checks says the ministry 
has begun an investigations 
into the scandal.

Recently, it was reported 
that a syndicate at the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e  
Development and Planning 
a n d  o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  

i n s t i t u t i on s  h a s  been  
defrauding the Government 
of Liberia several thousand 
dollars.

The latest syndicate 
allegedly occurred at GN Bank 
Liberia Limited when about 
L$6M and US$68,000 were 
w i t hd r awn  a t  v a r i ou s  
branches of the bank from the 
“Unapplied Account”, but its 
Clara Town branch was the 
main point of withdrawal, due 
to its strong liquidity base.

Prior to the discovery of 
the alleged ‘syndicate’, some 
officials of the Ministry of 
Finance had paid several 
visits to GN Bank Liberia 
L i m i t e d  t o  c o n d u c t  
investigations, according to 
Finance Ministry sources.

The nature of the probe 
was not revealed, but the 
syndicate, according to 
sources at the National 
Security Agency, has been 

investigations from the NSA 
before embarking on next 
course of action. “But for 
now, we do not want to say 
anything. What we have done 
here is to put into place 
t i g h t e r  a n d  r i g o r o u s  
procedures here.”

A source close to the 
investigation said, findings 
are expected to be released 
shortly.  “My Intel told me 
that they have gone far with 
the investigations and should 
give their report soon.”

Another source claimed 
two check books were missing 
from the Ministry which were 
used to forge signatures of 
officials at the Ministry to 
withdraw said amount. But 
the Ministry has informed all 
to cease transactions on said 
account.

Mr. Kowo said, as a person 
f r o m  t r a n s p a r e n c y  
background (he previously 
worked with the General 
Auditing Commission as one of 

its senior auditors), he is 
concerned about public 
funds.

“When it comes to public 
money, we have to be very 
careful. Every penny must be 
accounted for at this ministry. 
We will do everything to get 
to the bottom of this matter. 
Maybe this has been ongoing 
for some time,” he said.

I n  r e l a t i o n s  t o  
expenditure, the Deputy 
Minister for Expenditure at 
the Finance Ministry, Samora 
Wolokollie told this paper via 
phone Saturday that, he was 
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  
transactions. He however 
could not deny nor confirm 
the missing of check books, 
but added that it was 
unfortunate that the person 
at Treasury could not be 
v i g i l a n t .  - E d i t i n g  b y  
Jonathan Browne

Check scandal rocks Finance
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Health services Health services 



Soma Syela, said it is true that 
their clubs are usually opened 
after 6pm but it is to allow 
customers to buy and go home.

According to him, he 
doesn't encourage customers 
to violate the 6pm order but it 
is all about helping themselves 

as business people, while 
pleading with government for 
mercy.

 The three violators are 
currently at the Pleebo 
Magisterial court, awaiting 
trial. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne
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was in the rain dancing,” she 
s a y s ,  n o t i n g  t ha t  he r  
celebration led others to think 
that this may have been her 
first time handling such 
amount of money.

Earlier in an interview with 
Pipeline Community resident 
Madam Bone Kortee in King 
Gray Community, a single 
parent said this US$109 cash 
donation brought relief and 
great help to her and her eight 
children.

“My landlady was about to 
give me notice and it made me 
to pay my house rent. I bought 
food for my children, and I am 
able to get my washing hand 
bucket, soap, everything. So I 
thank Jehovah so much for CHI 
and Oxfam,” she says.

“I was thinking about 
myself because I was washing 
people’s clothes, I was going to 
cook for people before I get 
food. But to get food for this 
crisis here the people were not 
allowing me to get around 
them to do their work. So I was 
just sitting down, I [didn’t] 
know where to go start it 
from,” she concludes.

Accord ing  to  Madam 
Kortee, she had five children 
of her own, but she took in 
three additional children left 
by her late sister who died in a 
car accident, making the 
number of children eight. 

Several other women were 
i n t e r v i e w e d  a n d  h a d  
expressed appreciation to 
Oxfam and its partners for the 
timely intervention.

Shah Liton, Oxfam Country 
Director says the project is 
targeting 300 most vulnerable 
households  part icu lar ly  
women and girls to enhance 
them and their families have 

access to basic food needs and 
none food items to overcome 
the impact of Covid -19 crisis, 
and thereby protecting them 
from exposure to COVID-19 and 
overcome protection risks.

Over a period of two 
months, Mrs. Naomi Tulay - 
S o l a n k e ,  C o m m u n i t y  
Healthcare Initiative (CHI) 
Executive Director says 
through the project supported 
by Oxfam, they have actively 
engaged the slum - urban 
communities that are crowded 
with low income families that 
live in poverty, working with 
people whose livelihood was 
affected by Covid.

She notes that most of the 
women they worked with are 
single mothers, some of whom 
had long history of sexual - 
based v io lence,  abuse,  
struggle and marginalization.

F o l l o w i n g  O x f a m ’ s  
engagement with her group to 
implement the project to help 
300 women, Mrs. Solanke says 
they saw cash transfer to 
beneficiaries as the most 
effective way that they could 
respond.

“It’s an actual amount, 109 
United States Dollars was 
transferred to these women’s 
mobile phones, individuals’ 
accounts,” she says.

Nelly S. Cooper, Director for 
West Point Women for Health 
and Development Organization 
says her group reached out to 
150 women through the 
project funded by Oxfam, 
giving phones and US$109.00 to 
beneficiaries.

“And they were encouraged 
to have their own mobile 
money account, so right now, 
y o u  k n o w,  t h e y  a r e  
empowered,” she notes.

grip over the party.
T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  

convention to usher in the new 
hierarchy of the party, yet both 
camps are claiming to be in 
charge of the affairs of the 
party.

As if that has not been 
enough some NPP members are 
now leaving the party toand 
jumping boat to the CDC 
(Congress for Democratic 
Change), which is also a 
const ituency within the 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change government.

On Thursday July 9, one of 
the controversial lady within 
the NPP, Vice Chair for Gender 
A f f a i r s  B o n g  C o u n t y  
Superintendent Esther Walker 
announced her resignation from 
the NPP at a press conference 
where she also told journalists 
that she was joining the CDC.

Madam Walker explained 
that her interest no longer 
aligns with the NPP but 
maintains that she remains a 
member of the Coalition for 
Democratic Change by virtue of 

“The rich depend on the poor 
to get r ich and richer, 
explaining the income gap 
between the rich and the poor 
within countries and among the 
developed and developing 
countries.”

According to Dr. Tipoteh, in 
1820, from an income and 
wealth perspective, the ratio of 
the top 20 percent of the 
world's population to the 
world's bottom 20 percent of 
population was 3:1; and that by 
1991, this ration became 86:1, 
indicating enormous income 
and wealth inequality locally 
and globally. 

“The poor, such as the 
22,000 children who die daily 
and the 80 million people who 
do not have access to food to 
eat daily in the world, become 
sick and die from these dismal 
conditions much more than the 
rich who benefit enormously 

e s p i t e  i t s  
collaboration within Dthe ruling Coalition 

for Democratic Change (CDC), 
which earned it the vice 
pres ident ia l  seat,  the  
National Patriotic Party of ex-
President Charles Taylor 
appears to be falling apart.

Internal bickering and 
back biting has rocked the 
party with many of its 
officials now before the 
courts as the leadership crisis 
within the party deepens.

Currently there appears to 

be two factions within the 
Party, one headed by Mr. 
Taylor’s e-wife, now Vice 
President Jewel Howard 
Taylor on one hand and a 
former Representative of 
Maryland County Mr. James 
Binney. 

Binney appears to be 
linked deeply with the 
Congress for Democratic 
Change, which many say is the 
largest constituent within the 
ruling coalition, as Mrs. Taylor 
on the other hand battles for 

recession bonus of USD21 
million for "a job well done". 

He says in the situation of 
the Corona Pandemic, the 
bulk of the money in the 
stimulus package in the USA 
has been allocated for use by 
the big companies in the 
industrial military complex, 
while acknowledging funding 
of the production of the anti-
corona vaccine whose lead 
supporter is Bill Gates, the 
world's second richest person.

On the question of global 
lockdowns, he says most 
people are locked down in 
their respective places of 
living, where the working 
people depend mainly on the 
use of digital devices to make 
a living, and the world's top 
five richest persons dominate 
the digital industry and gain 
e n o r m o u s l y  f r o m  t h e  
lockdowns. 

her new membership with the 
Congress for Democratic 
Change.  

She argued that her 
decision is not based on 
personal issues with the Vice 
President as the relationship 
remains cordial.  

Reacting to this latest 
move, Vice President Taylor in 
a statement said she has 
accepted the resignation of 
Ms. Walker and expressed no 
reservations of her decision to 
leave the Party.  

“The NPP as a former 

ruling Party and one of the 
most grassroots political 
parties in Liberia has always 
survived for decades amidst 
the exodus of different 
partisans,” the statement 
said. 

However, VP Howard-
Taylor was emphatic that the 
NPP remains a formidable 
force in the body politics of 
the state with the emergence 
of firebrand young people to 
keep the Party's vision alive. 

from the production of 
antivirus vaccines produced 
and distributed by the rich. 
For  example,  Af r ican-
Americans comprise 15 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  U S A  
population, but 25 percent of 
the deaths in the USA from the 
Corona Pandemic are these 
Africa-Americans. Many 
vaccines are used repeatedly 
to create illnesses that 
require the production of 
additional vaccines by rich 
manufacturers.” 

However, he is optimistic 
that, with the spreading of 
relevant knowledge about the 
dynamics of pandemics, 
especial ly  the Poverty 
Pandemic, doable ways will 
be found to end pandemics 
globally to allow humankind 
live in a better world will 
improved equality on all 
fronts.
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NPP falling apart in CDC “We are going “We are going 
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he leader for the 
M o v e m e n t  f o r  TJustice in Africa or 

MOJA, Dr. Togba-Nah Tipoteh 
warns that while there is 
global concern about the 
Corona Pandemic, a perennial 
and pervas ive  Poverty  
Pandemic rages on with more 
pandemics to be forthcoming, 
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if not attended to adequately. 
In an article titled “The 

Poverty Pandemic”, Dr. Tipoteh 
explains that the UNDP 
Multidimensional Poverty Index 
(MPI) for 2019 shows that 15 
percent  o f  the  wor ld ' s  
population lives in poverty 
while there is global concern 
about the Corona Pandemic in 

 12-year-old boy has 

been arrested by Apolice investigating 

racist messages sent to Crystal 

Palace forward Wilfried Zaha 

on social media.

Zaha revealed he had 

received several abusive 

messages on social media 

before Sunday's trip to Aston 

Villa, a game they lost 2-0.

His manager Roy Hodgson 

called the abuse "cowardly and 

despicable".

The Premier League called 

the abuse of the 27-year-old 

Ivory Coast winger "completely 

unacceptable".

West Midlands Police tweeted 

Zaha to say they would look into 

the abuse and hours later 

confirmed an arrest.

"We were alerted to a series of 

racist messages sent to a 

footballer today and after 

looking into them and conducting 

checks, we have arrested a boy," 

read a WM Police tweet.

"The 12-year-old from Solihull 

has been taken to custody. 

Thanks to everyone who raised it. 

Racism won't be tolerated."

Speaking to Sky Sports before 

the arrest, Hodgson added: "It's 

been highlighted at the moment 

anyway with the Black Lives 

Matter movement and everyone 

seems to be making such an 

effort  to eradicate this  

behaviour.

"It is very sad that, on the day 

of a game, a player wakes up to 

this cowardly and despicable 

abuse. It's right Wilf has made 

people aware of it and I don't 

think this is something you 

should keep quiet about.

which there are seven (7) 
million cases, representing 10 
percent of the world's 
population, and 400 thousand 
deaths. 

He notes that UNICEF 
reports that 22,000 children 
die daily due to poverty while 
the World Health Organization 
indicates that hunger is the 
number one killer of people in 
the world. 

The veteran Liberian 
economist and politician 
laments further that 80 
million people across the 
world have no adequate food 
to eat, and that additional 
facts on the Poverty Pandemic 
exhibit a dismal realty. 

He points that as 50 
percent of the world's 
population lives on less than 
USD2.50 daily, more than 75 
mi l l ion of  the world ' s  
population have no access to 
safe drinking water, while 25 
percent of the world's 
population lives without 
electricity.

CONT’D ON PAGE 7

Dr. Tipoteh laments pervasive poverty
-amid global inequality

Dr. Togba-Nah Tipoteh

Police arrest boy, 12, over racist messages
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