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he man portrayed as 
a  h e r o  i n  a  THollywood movie 

about the Rwandan genocide 
has been charged with 
terrorism, murder among 
other crimes.

P a u l  R u s e s a b a g i n a  
declined to enter any pleas in 
court but his lawyers denied 

the charges against him.
Mr Rusesabagina is the 

leader of the opposition MRCD 
group which is said to have an 
armed wing, the FLN, which 
stages attacks on Rwanda.

He was brought to the court 
under heavy security in 
Rwanda's capital, Kigali.

hundreds of Tutsis at a hotel 
where he was a manager.Paul 
Rusesabagina's family allege 
the political exile was 
kidnapped in Dubai earlier this 
month and taken to Rwanda.

Mr Rusesabagina, who is 
also a Belgian citizen and a US 
green-card holder, left his 
home in San Antonio, Texas, 
and landed in Dubai at the end 
of August, his family told the 
BBC.

"We be l ieve  he  was  
kidnapped because he would 
never go to Rwanda on his own 
will," his daughter told the 
BBC.

Rwandan officials said Mr 
Rusesabag ina,  66,  was  
a r r e s t e d  u n d e r  a n  
international warrant for 
l e a d i n g  " t e r r o r i s t  
m o v e m e n t s " . M r  
Rusesabagina's name featured 
recently in a terrorism case in 

Mr Rusesabagina is a fierce 
critic of President Paul 
Kagame and had been living 
abroad.

An ethnic Hutu, he became 
well known after the 2004 
film Hotel Rwanda depicted 
his efforts a decade earlier 
during the genocide to save 

Rwanda. The court had heard 
allegations that the National 
Liberation Front (FLN) rebel 
group had received help from 
Zambia's President Edgar 
Lungu because of his close 
f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  M r  
Rusesabagina.The 2004 film 
Hotel Rwanda told the story of 
how Mr Rusesabagina, a 
middle-class Hutu married to a 
Tuts i  woman, used his  
influence - and bribes - to 
convince military officials to 
secure a safe escape for an 
estimated 1,200 people who 
sought shelter at the Mille 
Collines Hotel in Kigali.

Don Cheadle played Mr 
Rusesabagina in the film.

R w a n d a n  g e n o c i d e  
survivors' group Ibuka has in 
the past  sa id that  he 
exaggerated his own role in 
helping hotel refugees escape 
the 100-day slaughter.BBC

 film-maker has 
been arrested for Aallegedly recording 

a porn movie at the Osun-
Osogbo scared grove in 
western Nigeria, police say.

The Osun-Osogbho sacred 
grove, home to Osun, the 
Yoruba goddess of fertility, is 
a Unesco world heritage site 
in a forest on the outskirts of 
Osun state.

remnants of primary high 
forest" in southern Nigeria and 
"as the abode of the goddess of 
fertility Osun, one of the 
pantheon of Yoruba gods".

T h e  O s u n  g o d d e s s ,  

Police said the film-maker, 
Tobiloba Jolaosho, popularly 
known as King Tblak HOC, was 
a r r e s t e d  f o r  a l l e g e d l y  
recording a "sex movie" in the 
forest.

Neither he nor his lawyers 
have commented.

Mr Jolaosho is a popular porn 
movie producer with a huge 
following, and snippets of the 
video, which showed him 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  Yo r u b a  
mythology, was one of the 
many wives of Sango, a 
p o w e r f u l  d e i t y  i n  
Yorubaland.BBC

dressed in the white robe of 
adherents of the Osun deity, 
were posted on his website 
and social media accounts.

It is not clear when the 
recording was done and how 
he entered the forest, which 
can be accessed from many 
routes.

Police spokesman Opalola 
Yemisi, told BBC Yoruba's 
Busayo James-Olufade that 
the movie producer will be 
arraigned in court once 
investigations were over, as 
his conduct "could have 
breached public peace".

A follower of the deity, 
Yemi Elebuibon, who is known 
as the Araba of Osogbo, said 
Mr Jolaosho had desecrated 
the grove, which was a sacred 
land where worshippers from 
Nigeria and elsewhere offer 
prayers and sacrifices to the 
Osun goddess.

" T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
worshippers in charge of the 
grove will decide on what 
punishment to mete out to 
h im, after  the pol ice 
concludes its investigation," 
Mr Elebuibon said.

Declared a World Heritage 
Site in 2003, Unesco describes 
the grove, as "one of the last 

 government official 
in Tanzania's north-Aw e s t e r n  K a g e r a  

region has been giving details 
about the fire which swept 
through a school dormitory in 
the early hours of Monday, 
burning to death 10 children.

"This dormitory was housing 
74 pupils and when it caught 

fire the pupils started fleeing, 
but due to the impact of the 
fire some couldn't make it on 
time," regional commissioner 
Marco Gaguti told Reuters 
news agency.

The cause of the fire at the 
Byamungu English Medium 
Primary School has not yet 

been established.
The fire started gutted 

one of the dormitories of 
Byamungu English Medium 
Primary School in Itera 
village.

Mbaraka Mahmoud, the 
vi l lage chairman, said 
villagers struggled to put out 

the fire, and rescuers dug 
through the rubble and burnt 
iron sheets to find the bodies.

"It is a sad day in our 
village. Parents, relatives 
a n d  v i l l a g e r s  a r e  
devastated," Mr Mahmoud 
was quoted by Reuters as 
saying.BBC
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Hotel Rwanda hero 
charged with terrorism

Paul Rusesabagina declined to plead to all 13 charges against him

Film-maker arrested for 
'porn movie at sacred site’

The grove is a World Heritage Site

Tanzania village mourns 
burning to death of 10 pupils
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Commentary

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.  www.project-syndicate.org

ONDON – Over the next 30 years, Sub-
Saharan Africa’s population will double to Lover two billion, and its economies will 

industrialize. Africa’s development will 
therefore be critical to the world’s future 
stability, prosperity, and health. Given this, the 
continent should be receiving much more 
international attention.

The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted a number of 
g lobal  vulnerabi l i t ies,  including the 
uncoordinated nature of the world’s pandemic 
response, its inability to support the poorest 
countries and their populations in managing the 
economic fallout, and of course the weakness of 
existing health-care infrastructure. Leaders 
must now urgently address these weaknesses, 
alongside other major global challenges, ranging 
from climate change and rising inequality to 
technological disruption and global terrorism.

Moreover, fragile agriculture and food systems, 
particularly in Africa and other low-income 
regions, have exacerbated the pandemic’s 
impact. Unless addressed, these systems’ 
shortcomings could deepen any crisis in the 
decades ahead.

The argument for fundamental reforms is partly 
a moral one. The United Nations World Food 
Programme warns that the number of people 
suffering from acute hunger in low and middle-
income countries – including in Africa – could 
almost double this year, to 265 million, as a 
result of the pandemic. Strengthening Africa’s 
agriculture systems is vital to making the 
continent more self-reliant and resilient to 
future shocks. Otherwise, economies will remain 
stagnant, limiting tax revenues and leaving 
welfare systems unable to support people 
through crises such as COVID-19.

But it is also in the enlightened self-interest of all 
countries – including members of the G20 and 
OECD – to ensure well-functioning agriculture 
and food systems in Africa and other poor 
regions. This is because food and agriculture are 
central to making the world’s health, economic, 
and security systems fit for the twenty-first and 
twenty-second centuries.

For starters, vibrant food and agriculture sectors 
are essential for preventing malnutrition – one of 
the leading global causes of illness – and 
strengthening them is important in managing 
pandemics as well. COVID-19 lockdowns and 
social-distancing measures failed in less 
developed countries with large informal 
economies, mainly because of concerns that 
such regulations would severely harm people’s 
ability to earn enough to feed their families.

Agriculture is also crucial to successful economic 
transformations. There can be no global 
economic stability, green economy, or 
eradication of mass poverty if African and other 
developing countries do not industrialize. And as 
the United States, Europe, and Asia have 
demonstrated, industrialization first requires an 
agricultural revolution, which Africa has yet to 
experience.

Bolstering global security, too, entails 

transforming agriculture and the food system. 
Terrorism feeds on the disenfranchisement of rural 
populations in regions like the Sahel, where people 
can gain more through illicit activity than through 
the lawful economy and public services.

Finally, revamping agriculture – particularly in 
Africa – is a precondition for sustainably feeding a 
global population that could increase to almost 11 
billion by the end of this century.

Many African leaders are focusing on reforming 
agriculture – and making progress. Senegal’s 
development of rice and other subsectors, Ghana’s 
Planting for Food and Jobs program, and the work 
of Ethiopia’s Agricultural Transformation Agency 
are all excellent examples of strong government 
leadership in this field.

Given the right focus by governments, 
policymakers can identify agricultural sectors, 
which, with the deployment of technology and 
new practices, can attract investment, in turn 
spurring employment, economic growth, and tax 
revenues – thereby initiating a virtuous cycle of 
development. Investment and reform – both 
domestically and externally financed – can 
accelerate change.

For example, Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire need to 
process their cocoa into chocolate themselves, 
while Nigeria needs to mechanize its agriculture 
and transform its livestock sector. Mozambique 
needs to develop its various agricultural corridors, 
and Kenya has huge potential to be a global food-
processing hub.

A series of upcoming global events provide the 
world with excellent opportunities to advance this 
agenda – starting with the African Green 
Revolution Forum, which has been taking place 
this week, hosted by the government of Rwanda. 
This gathering is crucial in highlighting the need 
for Africa – backed by the international community 
– to step up its efforts to transform its agriculture 
and food systems in a way that will allow the world 
to achieve the targets established by the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals. This year’s forum 
focuses on how to feed Africa’s rapidly growing 
cities and urban centers – potentially the global 
economy’s greatest source of future growth.

I have been taking part in the forum for the third 
consecutive year, though for the first time 
remotely. My teams and I have focused on how to 
scale up investment in Africa’s agriculture and 
agro-processing to transform the sector, increase 
its resilience to crises like pandemics and climate 
change, and spur the continent’s burgeoning 
industrialization and technological revolution. 
Then come the UN General Assembly later this 
month, the G20 summit in November, and the UN 
Food Systems Summit next year.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a stark reminder that 
the inability of many poorer countries’ agricultural 
systems to meet their populations’ most basic 
needs will have huge geopolitical consequences if 
not tackled urgently. Fortunately, the upcoming 
global gatherings will allow the world to debate 
the best way forward so that governments can take 
rapid and effective decisions. We all have a stake 
in seizing the opportunity.

Strengthening Africa’s agriculture systems will not only make the continent more self-
reliant and resilient to future shocks, but will also boost global health, prosperity, and 
security. The international community therefore has both moral and self-interested 
reasons to support this process.
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No sin should 
go unpunished
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT'S travel sanction placed on Liberia's 
suspended Passport Director at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Monrovia Andrew Wonplo and his immediate family last week 
comes as a slap in the face of the Government of Liberia that failed 
to press charges in court. The U.S. Government's action is not a 
reproach only to Mr. Wonplo, his wife and children, but the entire 
Liberia.

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INTO a major passport scandal at 
the Foreign Ministry in 2019 resulted to charges brought against 
Mr. Wonplo and his accomplice, a Nigerian national, Adedoyin 
Emmanuel Atir, who allegedly purported as an authority of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in awarding travel opportunities and 
receiving money from his victims.

BUT WHEN THE case went to court, Criminal Court C at the Temple 
of Justice in Monrovia under Judge YamieGbeisay in July 2019 
dropped prosecution against defendant Andrew Wonploe, and his 
associate due to the Ministry of Justice (prosecutors') failure to 
make substantial follow-up on the case. Wonplo then thought his 
sin was covered since prosecutors failed to appear in court.

UNITED STATES SECRETARY of State Michael Pompeo last week 
Thursday, 10 September sanctioned Mr. Wonplo and his immediate 
family from traveling to America “due to his involvement in 
significant corruption.” 

MR. POMPEO DETAILED that in his official capacity at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs from 2018 to 2019, Mr. Wonplo was involved in 
passport fraud that undermined the rule of law, reduced the 
Liberian public's faith in the current government's management of 
identification and travel documents, and compromised the 
integrity and security of immigration processes. “This designation 
is made under Section 7031(c) of the Department of State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2020 (Div. 
G, P.L. 116-94)”, he said in a statement posted on the U.S. 
Embassy's official website in Monrovia.

HOWEVER, IN A turnaround over the weekend, the Weah 
administration shamelessly said it reserves the right to prosecute 
Mr. Wonplo for corruption, having been reluctant earlier to press 
prosecution when the case went to court, leaving the judge to 
dismiss charges.

WHAT A PARADOX by the CDC-led government! After the strong 
action by the U.S. Department of State that has brought reproach 
to the Republic of Liberia with a suspended official designated for 
his involvement in significant corruption, then the authorities 
here say they want to take Wonplo to court for corruption.

 DOES THE GEORGE WEAH government have political will to fight 
corruption? We don't think so. We see pronouncement by the 
Minister of Information Lenn Eugene Nagbe as face-saving or 
cover-up. The government spoke out of embarrassment, for it is 
not interested in prosecuting Wonplo for his scandalous activities 
within the Passport department that saw Liberian diplomatic 
passports sole to unscrupulous individuals impersonating abroad 
as diplomats from Liberia.    

BESIDES, THE DESIGNATION of Wonplo and his immediate family 
by the United States Government should send a very strong 
message to this current Liberian administration that corruption in 
public offices would not be swept under the rug, as has been the 
case in the first three years of the Weah government. Perpetrators 
would be made to account for their actions now and even after, 
which is justice in its real sense.  
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Transforming Africa’s Agriculture

By Tony Blair
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ontserrado County Senator 
Abraham Darius Dillon is Mcalling on the National 

Elections Commission to immediately 
halt the ongoing voters' roll update 
across the country. 

Dillon said from what he has 
gathered with pieces of evidence the 
process is a false start that would 
produce no credible outcome.

Addressing a news conference on 
Monday, September 14, at the Capitol 
the Montserado Senator said the 
process is completely strange, saying 
that all of the laws of the Elections 
Commission have been violated, 
while the NEC remains silent.

Dillon cited that Section 4.5 of the 
elections law of Liberia prohibits 
voters trucking, but stressed that 
trucking is taking place especially in 
Bomi County with pictorial evidence 
all over the place. "The NEC has not 
said anything or acted for a moment. 
It is an election violation. Let the NEC 
act now to bring credibility to the 
process", urged.

He also pointed that being in 
possession of multiple voter’s cards is 
an electoral crime, noting that 
people are all in the social media, 
displaying more than one Voters' 
cards. 

The opposition senator said the NEC 
should have no excuse to complain that 
nobody has written officially, saying 
when these issues are already public, 
the Electoral body should take seize of 
the matter because it is public 
knowledge.

 "Though the CPP hasn't officially 
nominated me to NEC as their candidate 
but they have officially endorsed me to 
run on their ticket and yet there have 
been series of attacks on my person as 
Senator of Montserrado County and CPP 
Senatorial candidate, but yet the 
Elections Commission hasn't said or 
done anything." Dillon cries out.

He warned that if the NEC fails to 
listen, the CPP of which he is a ranking 

member will take all necessary and 
appropriate actions, disclosing the CPP 
will take firm stand against chaotic and 
fraudulent electoral processes to 
ensure they are never repeated.

"I will continue my community 
outreach, nobody can intimidate me or 
bully me, nobody can weaken us to fight 
for our people. I got to this seat by the 
people, if they don't want me again, it 
will be decided during the elections. 
Whenever there is violence and people 
attack us, they don't get arrested and 
don't get condemned." Dillon says. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Dillon wants voter roll update halted
By Ethel A Tweh

n an effort to beef up sanitation 
work in Caldwell, a Chinese ISand Mining Company, Hyde, 

has handed over several assorted 
equipment to residents of the Taylor 
Mayor compound to help improve 
their environment.

The items, which were delivered 
recent ly  to  the  communi ty  
leader sh ip ,  i nc lude  severa l  
wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes, and 
cutlasses, among others.

Presenting the items recently in 
Caldwell, Mr. Anthony J. Borbor, local 
manager of Hyde Sand Mining 
Company, said the donation was in 

addition to earlier assistance and 
support to the community to ensure a 
clean and safe environment.

Mr. Borbor indicated that this was 
not the first time Hyde had supported 
the community and that they had 
earlier donated Covid-19 items such 
as buckets, nose masks, respectively.

He assured the residents of the 
company’s readiness to support 
community initiatives, because it 
believes in the ability of the 
community leadership and will do 
everything possible to work with 
them to ensure the area is 
developed.

He said the donation forms part of 
the company’s corporate social 
responsibilities and will ensure that it 

is well maintained.
Mr. Borbor: “We want to work with 

the community, especially people living 
near the company, and to help move it 
forward.  So, this is why we are here 
today to deliver these items to be used 
for its intended purpose.”

He further emphasized that the 
equipment will help reduce challenges 
that residents of the community 
encounter in keeping the area clean.

While acknowledging the community 
leadership, he called on them to take 
sanitation issues seriously, noting that 
this would ensure the environments are 

cleaned always, and require shared 
responsibility backed by change in 
attitude.

“It is important to keep our 
community clean because we need to 
live by example so other communities 
can follow”, Mr. Borbor added.

How disclosed plan by the company 
to construct at least four hand pumps in 
the area that will serve over 5, 000 
inhabitants around its mining site.

Mrs. Victoria Paygar, chair-lady of 
the Taylor Mayor compound, lauded the 
company for the donation, adding, 
“The Hyde Sand Mining Company 
remains a strong partner to the 
community as evidenced by its 
continuous financial and logistical 
support.”

Chinese company empowers 
Caldwell residents

Local manager of Hyde Sand Mining Company, Anthony Borbor (2nd from left) 
presents symbolic sanitation materials to the community

Grab a copy of today’s edition
or visit: https://thenewdawnliberia.com/



h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  
Development Agency Tor CDA is optimistic 

that with adequate funding 
from government it could feed 
Liberia for two years and 
subsequent ly  s top  r ice  
importation.

"When national government 
provides us with adequate 
funding around half a million, 
we can feed Liberia for the 
period of two years", said CDA 
Director General Madam 
Regina Sokanteah.

She made the request 
recently in response to 
journalists’ question how the 
CDA should feed Liberia.

Madam Sokanteah disclosed 
that CDA, under her watch has 
made significant progress, 
boosting staffs from 43 to 
about 74 to ensure adequate 
service nationwide.

She said the CDA has also 
c o n d u c t e d  n a t i o n w i d e  
situational assessment to 
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  a c t u a l  
productive capacities of 
cooperatives in Liberia, 
reminding.

that the Agency is the legal, 
technical, educational and 
administrative regulatory arm 
of government responsible for 
all cooperative activities in the 
country, adding that the CDC is 
to identify, mobilize, register 
and regulate grassroots farm 
a n d  n o n - f a r m  b a s e d  
individuals into viable cost 

noting that on the basis of the 
agreement, the right to 
nominate a candidate to vie 
for the county’s senatorial seat 
that he currently occupies 

effective socioeconomic 
cooperative entities.

"We also provide technical 
expertise such as training and 
dispute settlement amongst 
cooperative societies and 
their members."

She disclosed that the CDA 
h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  6 2 5  
cooperatives across the 
country that are engaged in 10 
major productive sectors with 
the potential to attract 
investment and create jobs, 
induce income generation 
activit ies and buttress 
community development.

M a d a m  S o k a n t e a h  
continued that the Agency 
also provides in-depth 
cooperative training programs 
to members of over 1,050 
board of directors, 750 
management teams and 
general membership of over 
150 active cooperative 
societies around the country, 
focusing on cooperative good 
governance  pr inc ip les ,  
f inanc ia l  management,  
business plan development 
and marketing skills, among 
others. “We also build the 
marketing portfolio of 25 
smallholder Cocoa farmers 
cooperative in Bong, Lofa, 
Nimba, and Grand Gedeh 
c o u n t i e s  t h r o u g h  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  
development partners”, she 
explained. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

belongs exclusively to his 
party, the NPP.

But the CDC excepted to the 
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he United States 
E m b a s s y  n e a r  TM o n r o v i a  h a s  

donated some learning 
materials to the Gray D. 
Allison school through the 
Ministry of Defense here. 

Dona t i ng  t he  i t ems  
Monday, 14 September, Col. 
Matthew Alden, on behalf of 
the US, extended thanks to 

the Ministry of Defense for 
warmly welcoming the team 
from the US Embassy at the 
Liberian military barracks, 
noting that it is always great 
working with the Armed 
Forces of Liberia.  

"We are here to present 
today to the school to help 
with their education here. We 

aryland County 
Senator H. Dan MM o r a i s ,  w h o  

recently won a complaint 
filed to the National Elections 
Commission (NEC) against the 
governing Coalition for 
Democratic Change says, he 
owes no one an apology for 
pledging his support during 
the 2017 Presidential election 
to former Vice President 
Joseph Nyumah Boakai. 

Sen. Morais few months 
ago took the CDC before the 
Commission, contesting the 
Coalition’s election of former 
Representative James Biney 
in a primary conducted in 
Maryland County as its 
candidate for the impending 
midterm senatorial election 
in December, citing the 
framework agreement that 
unites the three parties (CDC, 
NPP, and LPDP) under which 
he should have had first 
preference to re-contest as 
an incumbent senator for the 
county. 

Liberia and the United States.  
"Our mission here is to 

defend here and we will 
continue to be here working 
together with Liberia now and 
in the future," col. Alden 
assures. 

Receiving the donation on 
behalf of the Ministry of 
Defense, Deputy Minister T. 
Olandrus Dickson thanks the 

Government of America 
through the Department of 
Defense and the Embassy for 
their timely intervention in 
making sure the Gray D. 
Allison school has a safe and 
e q u i p p e d  l e a r n i n g  
environment.  

Morais had argued in his 
complaint that the framework 
agreement that the tripartite 
Coalition submitted to the 
NEC contains an incumbency 
clause that provides that a 
party to the agreement with 
seat(s) in the House of 
Representatives and/or the 
Senate shall reserve the right 
of nomination of the seat(s), 

present with our partnership 
with Liberia from the US 
Embassy and also from the 
Department of Defense," Col. 
Alden says. 

He further explains that the 
items that were donated to the 
school include scientific  
textbooks, dictionaries, pens 
and other books that could be 
used by high school and 

elementary students. 
He points out that the 

e m b a s s y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
Department of Defense is 
always looking out for more 
interactions with Liberia and 
L i b e r i a n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
partnership, not just the 
Ministry of Defense but also for 
working together between 

Following full investigation 
into the complaint, the NEC 
Board of Commissioners ruled 
that the CDC acted illegally in 
conducting primary in Maryland 
County and electing Mr. James 
Biney as its candidate for the 
senate, rather than giving 
incumbent Senator Morais the 
first preference in line with its 
own standing rules.

US Embassy donates learning 
materials to Gray D. Allison school

By Ben P. Wesee

Sept. 14, 2020: US troops posed with donated books at the Gray D. Allison School

I owe no one apology
-Sen. Dan Morais

By Ethel A. Tweh

CONT’D ON PAGE 15

CONT’D ON PAGE 15

CDA wants US$0.5m to 
boost food security 

By Lewis S. Teh 

Starts from back page

saying the complaint will be 
investigated very soon.

Toby stresses that President 
Weah, as “Feminist-In-Chief” 
will leave no stone

untouched on critical issues 
such as sexual harassment and 
other claimsthat have the 
propensity to embarrass the 
government.

M s .  W i l s o n ,  i n  h e r  
communication to U.N. 
authorities and theMinister of 
Gender Williametta Piso 
Saydee- Tarr from New York, 
which has been also published 
on social media, excuses Amb. 
Kemayah (her former boss) of 
sexual ly  molest ing and 
harassing her on January 8, 
2020.

She narrates that on 
January 8, 2020 which was her 

Foreign Minister
birthday Amb. Kemayah

organized a party for her at 
the Permanent Mission in New 
York, and that after the party, 
while leaving for home; 
Kemayah called her in his 
office andlocked the door, and 
a l leged ly  haras sed  her  
sexually.

She continues that on 
several occasions, Amb. 
Kemayah asked her to kiss him, 
lamenting that the alleged 
action by Kemayah, who she 
considers as afather, left her in 
a devastating state.

She says the alleged action 
caused her to stay away from 
office for awhole month, 
raising concerns amongst her 
colleagues and workmates in 
the Permanent Mission. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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the media here apparently to 
avoid those probing his 
purported Liberian citizenship 
getting an idea of how he 
remains adamant.

Our source has hinted that 
all billboards relating to the 
meeting have allegedly been 
taken down to make the 
meeting low key, but LACC’s 
integrity under Nwabudike 
remains in question, given the 
way the Liberian National Bar 
Association (LNBA) described 
this disgraced LACC chair while 
he was being expelled from the 
LNBA.

This Nigerian man who as 
yet has not shown any proof 
that he has naturalized as a 
Liberian citizen, was about 
snatching his third job in less 
than two years to chair the NEC 
when it all backfired at his 
confirmation hearing at the 
Liberian Senate.

Why President Weah cannot 
replace this Nigerian man by a 
qualified Liberian remains a 
million dollar question.

In August, Montserrado 
County Electoral District #4 
Representative Rustonlyn 
Suacoco Dennis and River Gee 
County Electoral District#3 
Representative Francis Dopoh 
in a joint communication to 
the Plenary of the House of 
Representatives requested the 
withholding of the operational 
funds of the LACC and a freeze 
on the salaries and benefits of 
Cllr. Nwabudike.

The lawmakers indicated 
that this action is predicated 
upon the controvers ies  
surrounding Cllr. Nwabudike’s 
nationality or his alleged fraud 
of citizenship as it engulfed 
the LACC’s integrity.

The LNBA expelled Cllr. 
Nwabudike’s membership on 
19 June this year, revealing to 
the public that a perusal of his 
various passports showed his 
birth dates as October 19, 
1960, October 2, 1963, October 
2, 1965 and October 2, 1969.

Besides, the LNBA said it 
gathered that Nwabudike’s 
marriage certificate dated 22 
January 1992 filed by himself in 
handwriting identified him as a 
Nigerian born 19 October 1960, 
and not a Liberian, opposed to 
the New Judiciary Law 
providing that persons applying 
for membership to the Bar as 
Attorney – At – Law must be 
citizen of Liberia.

T h e  L N B A  e x p e l l e d  
Nwabudike because it said its 
investigation found that “he 
became a member of the 
L i b e r i a n  N a t i o n a l  B a r  
Association through fraudulent 
means.” 

Having worked at Good 
Governance Commission (GC), 
the Nigerian – born Cllr. 
Nwabudike who insists he 
naturalized in 1982 as Liberian, 
was serving a tenure as LACC 
chair when President George 
Manneh Weah appointed him 
this year to head the NEC, his 
third job in less than two years.

Until his nomination by 
President Weah to chair the 
NEC,  C l l r.  Nwabudike’s  
previous confirmation by the 
Liberian Senate as LACC chair 
seemed to have gone smoothly 
without Liberia’s weak system 
d e t e c t i n g  a n y  i s s u e s  
surrounding how he acquired 
Liberian citizenship which 
enabled him to practice law 
here.

More headline news   More headline news

Starts from back page

onestar Cell MTN, 
Liberia’s leading GSM Land Mobile Financial 

Services Company, has 
partnered with WorldRemit to 
make it possible for Mobile 
Money customers to receive 
international remittances 
straight to their Lonestar Cell 
MTN Mobile Money accounts, 
free of charge. 

This service presents the 
exc i t i n g  p ro spec t  f o r  
Liberians to receive seamless 
international remittances 
from their family and friends, 

anywhere in Europe, Canada 
and the USA. 

With over 7,000 Lonestar 
Cell MTN agent cashpoint 
locations across Liberia, the 
service eliminates the stress, 
risks and long queues in 
banking halls associated with 
receiving remittances sent by 
l o v e d  o n e s .   A d d i n g  
international remittances to 
t h e  v a s t  a n d  r a p i d l y  
expanding MoMoecosystem 
affirms Lonestar Cell MTN’s 
commitment to make daily 

 man believed to be 
i n  h i s  2 0 s  h a s  Adrowned at the PHP 

community beach after taken 
in narcotic substances with 
friends.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  
e y e w i t n e s s ,  v i c t i m  
Mohammed Swary from the 
Vai ethnic group in Grand 
Cape Mount County, went to 
the beach along with five 
others to have fun.

Mamie Joe narrates that 
after smoking a substance 
known as Kushu while on the 
b e a c h ,  t h e  v i c t i m  
immediately woke up and 
walked directly into the 

inclusion.”
Awa Gueye Ba, Head of 

Francophone West & Central 
A f r i ca  a t  Wor ldRemit ,  
r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h i s  
partnership with Lonestar Cell 
MTN provides increased 
opportunities for customers 
to connect with their loved 
ones and receive convenient 
money transfers. “The MoMo 
service is one of the most 
demanded services in Liberia 
and we are excited about this 
collaboration with MTN 
Liberia, as it will allow users 
to send remittances 24/7 
from the WorldRemit website 
or mobile app and receive 
directly to their MTN Mobile 
M o n e y  a c c o u n t s .  T h e  
partnership will further 
strengthen the efforts of the 
Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) 
in focusing on diverse means 
of  del iver ing f inancial  
s e r v i ce s  t o  t he  r u ra l  
community sector of the 
population and integrating 
them into  the  formal  
economy. 

Providing our customers 
with safe, convenient and fast 
means to receive money is an 
important step towards 
WorldRemit’s ambition to 
support customers, in the 
shift towards the digital 
economy.”

Customers who receive 
money can conveniently cash-
out, pay for goods and 
services, or transfer the 
money to their friends and 
family at the prevailing 
standard Mobile Money fees 
using *156#. Customers who 
are not on MTN Mobile Money 
can join easily.Sign up is free. 
All they need to do is visit any 
Lonestar Cell MTN service 
center or registered MoMo 
a g e n t  w i t h  a  v a l i d  
identification card and fill out 
an application form.-Press 
release

on Wednesday, 9 September, 
the victim’s remains are yet to 
be seen as search is being 

financial transactions easier, 
safer and more convenient. 

Christopher Ssali, Acting 
General Manager of Lonestar 
Cell MTN Mobile Money, said, 
“Liberians can now receive 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  
remittances from family and 
friends in Europe, Canada and 
the USA more easily and safely. 
We have seen how resilient the 
people of Liberia truly are and 
we are very proud to be at the 
fo re f ront  o f  innovat ive  
technologies and partnerships 

which can help Liberians live 
c o n v e n i e n t  l i v e s .  O u r  
partnership with WorldRemit 
does just that. Our MoMo 
ecosystem has grown so 
customers can use the money 
they receive to pay bills, buy 
goods and pay for the services 
they need with Mobile Money. 
We are excited about this 
because it makes our customers 
lives easier and we are 
supporting the government’s 
aim for a cashless digital 
e c on om y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

Atlantic Ocean to disbelief of 
onlookers.

Since he walked into the sea 

reward of One Thousand 
Liberian dollars for anyone 
that will find the remains.

S w a r y ’s  d r o w n i n g  i s  
attributable to growing wave 
of dangerous drugs abuse 
among Liberian youths, who 
risk either being mentally 
impaired or face death due to 
aftermath consuming harmful 
substances.

A large number of Liberians, 
including elderly people are 
consuming drugs in various 
parts of the country with some 
becoming wayward, hardcode 
criminals, including armed 
robbers.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  
President George Manneh 
Weah  has  promised  to  
construct a referral center 
along the Monrovia-Bomi 
highway to rehabilitate victims 
of drugs abuse, which is yet to 
happen.

conducted by family members.
One member of the family 

who only identified himself as 
Keita, discloses that while at 
their residence on Wednesday, 
they received  call from a 
women, informing the family 
about the drowning their son.

Keita explains that when 
they arrived at the scene of 
the incident in the evening, 
they saw crowd of people 
standing and weeping, while 
others went into the sea to find 
the corpse of the late 
deceased Swary but to no 
avail.

He recalls the family had 
later decided to dispatch 
several teams across Monrovia 
water waves in search of the 
b o d y,  w h i l e  a w a i t i n g  
information.

He says they also left a cell 
phone number at every point 
of the search mission and a 

Lonestar Cell MTN Mobile Money partners with 
World Remit on international remittances

Man, 21, drowns after smoking drugs
By Emmanuel Mondaye
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ontserrado County 
Senator  Dar iu s  MDillon has issued a 

marching order to his 
supporters instructing them 
to return stones at President 
George Weah’s convoy or his 
residence anytime stones are 
thrown at him at his rallies. 
He also declared that his 
supporters will return guns, 
when the supporters of Weah 
and Thomas Fallahuse same.

“One rock thrown at me 
going forward, rocks will be 
thrown at George Weah’s 
convoy. If he is scare to leave 
his house, we will throw 
stones at his house, I Darius 
Dillon say so.”Sen. Dillon said 
angrily as he reacted to 
violent clashes between his 
supporters and that of his 
opponent from the ruling 
party, Thomas Fallah. 

On Sunday September 13, 
both candidates were at 
opposite end of the St. Paul’s 

Bridge Community were 
violent erupted among 
supporters amidst stones 
throwing.

“Ehn they say they get 
gun, when they show gun, 
they will not know where gun 
will come from to respond,” 
the people’s Senator vented 
while increasing the tempo 
saying “I’m going to give this 
marching order to al l  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C P P  
(Collaborating Pol it ical  
Parties) who believe in our 
judgment, we will carry rocks 
with us anywhere we are 
going. We will carry weapons 
that we have to protect 
ourselves anywhere we’re 
going,” 

In his live video reacting to 
violent clashes, Sen. Dillon 
warned enough is enough and 
that it was time for him to 
lead his people.

“The next time rock is 
thrown or disruption occur at 

meaning Liberians, civil 
soc iety groupings,  the 
international community, and 
our development partners to 
categorically condemn the 
latest threat on our peace by 
S e n a t o r  D i l l o n , ”  t h e  
statement noted. 

The statement further that 
Dillon’s threats to disrupt the 
pending election, throw 
stones at any government 
functions, gatherings of the 
CDC and the convoy of the 
President speaks volumes.

The CDC claims Sen. Dillon 
has been campaigning freely; 
no one has ever attacked him 
because the CDC believes in 
peaceful coexistence and the 
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
fundamenta l  r i ght s  to  
movement, association and 
freedom of speech for every 
Liberian regardless of their 
political, religious or ethnic 
persuasions.

The CDC views Mr. Dillon’s 
statement as not only inciting 
but disruptive of the peace 
and stability of our country; 
and is tantamount to threat 
against constituted authority, 
a recipe for chaos and a 
destabilization attempt in our 
already fragile democracy 
that we are all trying to 
nurture  to maturity.

“We call on the national 
security apparatus to remain 
vigilant and bring to book 
anyone involved in any acts of 
violence. 

We have facts that the 
unfortunate situation in 
district #16 yesterday was 
staged and orchestrated by 
known supporters of Sen. 
Dillon upon his instructions; 
evident by the brutalization 
and blooding   of many of our 
partisans attending this Press 
conference. 

The CDC calls on its 
partisans not to be provoked 
in the midst of violence and 
should always to seek legal 
redress even if violence is 
meted out against any 
CDCian. 

The CDC makes clear that 
it will not tolerate any act of 
violence by any of its 
structures, partisans or 
leaders and will not hesitate 
to  ins t i tute  necessary  
disciplinary actions against 
any partisan involved in 
violence. 

We hence, call on the 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n ,  t h e  
Government and People of the 
United States of America, AU, 
EU, and ECOWAS to monitor 
the CPP as it is a violent 
institution which can do 
anything in desperation for 
power, evident by its bloody 
primary in Nimba which had 
less than two hundred 
participants as compared to 
the CDC’s peaceful and 
transparent primaries held 
Nationwide with over fifty 
thousand participants,” 
statement added.

my program going forward, 
there will be no electoral 
program in this town by Thomas 
Fallah. George Weah convoy 
will be stoned. We will stone 
it!” Angry Sen. Dillon repeated 
as he did severally in the video.

He then quipped: “Had 
anything happened to me today 
(Sunday), I wonder George 
Weah thinks he was going to 
sleep at his house. Had anything 
happened to me today, I wonder 
George Weah thinks he will be 
a t  h i s  h o u s e  d r i n k i n g  
Hennessey in  celebrat ion 
because something happened 
to me.”  

Sen. Dillon wonders whyhis 
rallies should always be 
attacked and not the other way 
round. He says his opponent 
Rep. Fallah has had so many 
programs in communities 
around the county and his 
supporters have stayed away, 
not wanting to be mixed up with 
them, but when it comes to his 

program, supporters of the 
ruling Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) will go there to 
disrupt and disturb the program 
with deliberate intend to harm 
him.

He also took a whip at the 
mainstream media saying 
w h e n e v e r  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
happened some are paid to put 
a negative spine on them to 
make him look bad.

“ I ’m wait ing  for  the 
International Community and 
the Inter-religious Council to 
call me to a meeting. I would 
have been killed and today and 
my death would have been 
politicized.

Meanwhile, in a press 
statement issued Monday 
September 14, reacting to Sen. 
Dillon’s threats, CDC said it 
categorically condemns the 
threat of violence and war-
mongering emanating from the 
CPP Senator.

“The CDC calls on all well-

Dillon gives marching order
By Othello B. Garblah

ruling and appealed to the 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  w h i l e  
instructing its partisans across 
the country to remain focused 
and fully engaged with all 
d e l e g a t e d  t a s k s  a n d  
obligations in line with the 
party’s victorious agenda 
towards the December polls.

“We call on all our partisans 
to continue field work across 
the country supportive of all 
the Coalition candidates duly 
certificated as a result of the 
C o a l i t i o n  p r i m a r i e s  
conducted,” CDC chairman 
Mulbah Morlu instructed.

However, speaking to OK FM 
99.5 on Monday Senator Morais 
said he supported the Unity 
Party presidential candidate 
Ambassador Boakai against the 
CDC, the Coalition had not 
come into being, and the 
Senate by then agreed 
unanimously to supporting 
Boakai’s candidacy, who was 
also President of the Liberian 
Senate.

According to him, President 
Weah himself is not angry over 
his support for Boakai, and 
wonders why the President’s 
supporters should be angry 
that he didn’t vote for Mr. 
Weah in 2017.

Morais notes that after the 
elections, President Weah 
called his supporters and told 
them to put everything in the 
past and move on, saying, “I 
will not accused President 
Weah  f o r  any th i n g  o r  
conspiracy against me, I am 
willing to work with this 
government.”

He clarifies that he didn’t 
take the Coalition to court, but 
rather before the NEC, seeking 
proper interpretation of the 
framework agreement that 
binds all three constituent 
parties, including the NPP.

“Those who are going to the 
President to tell him that I sue 

the Coalition, it’s not true. I 
sought an interpretation from 
the NEC of a certain Article in 
the  f r amework  o f  t he  
Coalition.” 

However, the Maryland 
Senator says no matter what 
happens, he is still a member 
of the Coalition, saying that his 
party, the National Patriotic 
Party is a member of the 
framework of the Coalition for 
the next six years.

He maintains that he did not 
have to be at the table when 
the documents were crafted, 
but by virtue of the fact that he 
is a member of the NPP 
whatever that was discussed 
there affects every constituent 
member including him that 
was physically absent.

He cites that section 7(g) of 
the Coal it ion’s working 
f ramework  conta ins  an   
incumbency clause which says 
that incumbent lawmakers of a 
constituent party shall enjoy 
first priority in an pending 
election before any other 
person, adding that Article 
21of the framework says there 
is no law that is retroactive.

 “Someone is trying to help a 
friend over the laws of Liberia; 
that’s why they ignored the 
framework and all that are in 
it, just to disintegrate the 
Coalition”, he points.

He discloses that during 
hearings at the NEC, the two 
parties (CDC and NPP) were 
to ld  unequ ivoca l l y  the  
Maryland senatorial seat 
b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  N P P ’s  
incumbent senator, which 
happens to be him, noting that 
the other Party took an appeal 
before the full board of 
commissioners, while five out 
of the six commissioners 
confirmed the ruling by the 
hearing officer against the 
CDC. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

According to Minister 
Dickson, the Gray D.  Allison 
school is one of the schools 
being run by the Ministry of 
Defense, but laments that the 
school is in a very bad 
condition. 

Notwithstanding, Minister 
Dickson says the students at 
the institution have continued 
to perform in terms of national 
exam.  

"Our students have been 
doing very well, they’re having 
high pass marks and so we are 
encouraged, despite the 
constraint. We are encouraged 
to do everything we can," 
Minster Dickson says. 

Addit ional ly,  Minister  
Dickson tells the guests that 
the wood packing in the Gray 
D. Allison school compound is 
for the renovation of the 

church building and also 
reconditioning of the school’s 
library. 

"When I spoke to Col. Alden 
the other day, I told him 
anything you have there for our 
school, I mean old books, 
copybooks, desks, chairs, 
anything that you have that you 
are going to do away with, we 
are ready to collect them for 
the school,” Dickson explains. 

He continues that the 
students of Gray D. Allison are 
studying under very difficult 
conditions. 

The donation ceremony was 
attended by staffers and 
students of the Gray D. Allison 
school, officers of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia and the 
visiting US delegation.--Edited 
by Winston W. Parley
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h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Mansion in Monrovia Tconfirms receipt of a 

written complaint of alleged 
sexual harassment against 
Liberia’s Foreign Minister-
designate, Ambassador Dee 
Maxwell Saah Kemayah.

The complaint against Mr. 
Kemayah, who until recently, 
s e r v e d  a s  Pe r m a n e n t  
Representative to the United 

Nations reportedly comes from 
a female employee of the 
Permanent Mission at the U.N., 
Ms. Whynee Cummings Wilson.

Amb. Kemayah Liberia’s 
f o r m e r  A m b a s s a d o r  
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  
andP l en i po ten t i a r y  and  
Permanent Representative to 
t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
wasnominated by President 
George M. Weah as Minister of 
Foreign Affairs on September 3, 

funding to the LACC be 
withheld until Nwabudike is 
removed as chair of the LACC.

The object of that proposal 
was that Nwabudike has lied 
to the Senate that he is a 
Liberian citizen and every 
other testimony he gave to 
justify his quest to become 
the chair of the National 
Elections Commission (NEC), 
his third job in less than two 
years under President George 
Manneh Weah’s regime.

Nwabudike disgracefully 
continues to chair the LACC, 
a n  i n t e g r i t y  p o s i t i o n  
belonging only to a Liberian, 
and he remains very adamant 
and seems very protected by 
President Weah’s regime.

As per the hint reaching 
this paper Monday, 14 
September, Mr. Nwabudike 
seems to be shielding the 
m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
international partners from 

isgraced Nigerian - 
b o r n  N d u b u i s i  
Nwabudike remains D

woefully defiant and much to 
his advantage is the weak 
Liberian system that is 
working in his favor, as the 
expel led lawyer  holds  

conference with international 
partners, posting as chair of the 
Liberia Anti - Corruption 
Commission (LACC) despite 
lawmakers’ demand for his 
removal.

O n  1 1  A u g u s t ,  s o m e  
l a w m a k e r s  t h r o u g h  a  
communication proposed that 

2020, pending confirmation by 
the LiberianSenate. 

Deputy Presidential Press 
Secretary Smith Toby, speaking 
to OK FM on Monday, 14 
September disclosed the 
Government of Liberia through 
theMinistries of Foreign 
Affairs, Gender, Children and 
Social Protection, and Justice, 
respectively hasreceived an 
official complaint of sexual 
harassment allegedly by the 
Foreign Minister-designate, 

CONT’D ON PAGE 14

CONT’D ON PAGE 13

Nwabudike defiant
-Holds international conference with partners despite probe

By Winston W. Parley

Foreign Minister-designate faces probe
-for alleged sexual harassment  

By Bridgett Milton

Ambassador Dee Maxwell Saah Kemayah

Mr. Ndubuisi Nwabudike
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