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e s p i t e  m a k i n g  
pejorative remarks Dabout Africa, US 

President Donald Trump has 
attracted a devout following 
among some Christians on the 
continent.

"Pray for him [Trump] 
because when God places any 
of his children in a position, 
hell sometimes would do 
everything to destroy that 
individual," said Nigerian 
Pastor Chris Oyakhilome, a 
prominent televangelist, in a 
sermon in June. He has also 
warned that critics of the 
Republican president, who is 
seeking re-e lect ion in  
November,  d i s l i ke  h i s  
supporters.

"They are angry at Trump 
for supporting Christians, you 
better know it. So the real 
ones that they hate are you 
who are Christians," said the 
pastor, whose broadcasts are 
popular around the world, 
including in the US. President 
Trump has been a polarising 
figure the world over but he is 
popular in African countries 
like Nigeria and Kenya, 
according to a Pew Research 
poll released in January, 
where supporters do not 
appear to be bothered that he 
reportedly referred to African 
countries as "shitholes" in 
2018.Both Nigeria and Kenya 
a r e  d e e p l y  r e l i g i o u s  
countries. Mega churches 
proliferate in the Christian 

south of Nigeria - Africa's most 
populous nation - and in Kenya 
many politicians go to church 
sermons to address their 
supporters, such is their 
popularity.Many evangelical 
Christian groups in Africa, which 
are mostly anti-abortion, 
against gay rights and support 
Israel, were not keen on his 
predecessor, Democrat Barack 
Obama, despite his Kenyan 
h e r i t a g e . " T h e  O b a m a  
administration had been 
pushing a liberal agenda here in 
Africa and that agenda was of 
concern to some of us Christian 
leaders. It was a relief that 
during Trump's time he's taken a 
bit of a back seat," Richard 

part of a "population control 
agenda".The abortion debate 
has been at the centre of US 
politics for at least four 
decades.White evangelicals 
have coalesced around the 
issue turning their anti-
abortion movement into an 
influential political force.

After the landmark 1973 
Roe v Wade decision by the US 
Supreme Court to legalise 
abortion, white evangelicals, 
who were then not politically 
affiliated with either of the 
two main parties, backed 
Republican Ronald Reagan in 
the 1980 presidential election 
against then Democratic 
incumbent Jimmy Carter.

Even though President 
Carter was an evangelical, 
they saw him as a progressive 
liberal - and their vote proved 
decisive and helped Reagan to 
win,White evangelicals have 
since become a key voting bloc 
for the Republican Party and 
have extended their influence 

Chogo, a pastor at the 
Deliverance Church in Kenya's 
capital, Nairobi, told the BBC.

He praised the Trump 
administration for cutting 
funding to organisations, such 
as Marie Stopes, that provide 
contraception and safe 
abortion services in several 
African countries.

The charity criticised the 
2017 US funding ban, saying 
that it "put women's lives at 
risk".

But Pastor Chogo agrees 
with the law in Kenya where 
abortion is illegal unless a 
mother's health is in danger, 
saying that to legalise the 
termination of pregnancies is 

around the world, especially in 
Africa.

This is despite black 
protestants in the US being 
overwhelming Democrat and 
critical of Mr Trump's record, 
according to a recently Pew 
Research survey.

The Venerable Emeka Ezeji, 
a vicar and archdeacon in the 
Missionary Christ Anglican 
Church in Nigeria's south-
eastern Enugu state, says his 
political views are only 
determined "by what the 
scriptures say".

"Faith is personal, mine is 
pro life... African Christians 
believe that a Republican 
president is better for the US 
and the world," he said.

He has been praying for Mr 
Trump to beat Democratic 
Party candidate Joe Biden in 
November, and set aside time 
every day to pray for the 
president's recovery when he 
was recently in hospital with 
coronavirus. BBC

wanda has approved 
the production and Rexport of cannabis 

for medical use as a way of 
boosting its revenues.

A cabinet meeting held on 
Monday approved “guidelines 
on cultivation, processing and 
e x p o r t  o f  h i g h  v a l u e  
therapeutic crops in Rwanda”.

Health Minister Daniel 
Ngamije announced on 
Tuesday on state television 
that the therapeutic crops 
included cannabis.

He said Rwanda wants to 
“contribute to research 
centres and drugs industries 
to supply them raw material 
so that we gain money".

Only licensed producers 
will be involved in the trade 
and cannabis consumption 
remains prohibited locally, 
the Rwanda Development 
Board said in a statement.

Unapproved production 
and sale of cannabis risks 
harsh penalties, including life 
sentence, while consumption 
can lead to a maximum of two 
years in jail.

Last year, the global 
cannabis market was thought 
to be worth $150bn (£116bn), 
according to Barclays bank. 
BBC
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omalia's spy agency, 
National Intelligence Sand Security Agency 

(Nisa), says it has seized 79 
tonnes of sulphuric acid 
smuggled into the country for 
use by al-Shabab militants to 
make explosives.

"We have seized 79 tonnes 
of sulphuric acid and arrested 
a number of people who 
smuggled it into the country 
and were transporting it to 
al-Shabab mafia," Nisa said in 
a tweet.

The agency added that 
investigations were ongoing 
and the suspects will be 
arraigned later in court. It did 

not reveal when the seizure 
was made.

The announcement comes 
as Somalia marks the third 
anniversary of the 14 October 
2017 bombing in the capital, 
Mogadishu, that killed more 
than 600 people.

Al-Shabab did not say it 
carried out the attack, 
although it frequently stages 
attacks in the capital.

The UN Security Council 
had in June warned that al-
Shabab was capable of 
smuggling explosives-making 
components into the country. 
BBC

The African evangelicals 
praying for Trump to win

Rwanda approves export 
of medicinal cannabis

Consumption of cannabis remains prohibited in Rwanda

Somalia seizes sulphuric 
acid 'meant for al-Shabab'

Al-Shabab fighters have staged numerous attacks in Somalia
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ONTEVIDEO – In developing countries, it 
can be a challenge to convince people Mthat finance is not a bad word, and that 

the financial system is not necessarily a 
perverse mechanism that serves only the rich 
and sends the national wealth abroad. The key 
questions are what type of financial system do 
we want, and what can be done to achieve it.

More inclusive and accessible financial systems 
increase economic growth, reduce poverty and 
inequality, and boost social inclusion. 
Moreover, governments can play a critical role 
in helping to achieve those development goals 
by actively implementing financial-inclusion 
policies.

For a long time, information asymmetries and 
financial institutions’ lack of knowledge about 
potential customers and their needs excluded 
large portions of developing countries’ 
populations from the financial system. But 
policies that address those market failures 
will, in the long term, generate positive 
economic spillovers and improve financial 
stability.

Today, financial technology (fintech) firms are 
using digital tools to adapt financial services to 
the needs of individuals and small firms 
traditionally excluded from the system. New 
technologies can generate credit scores using 
alternative data – thereby expanding access to 
loans and other financial products – create 
balance sheets for small businesses in as little 
as 40 minutes to facilitate their access to 
microcredits, and enable pay-as-you-go 
micropayments systems to handle large and 
specific expenses.

Microfinance institutions (MFIs) and 
cooperatives are perhaps best suited to lead 
financial-inclusion efforts, because they 
already have experience working with 
excluded populations. In Uruguay, for 
example, second-tier financial institutions 
fund programs to provide loans through MFIs 
and cooperatives to small communities. But 
such schemes are not enough, and their 
success depends heavily on the local context.

Governments should therefore support 
fintechs and MFIs with policies to encourage 
the development of less profitable financial 
services that emphasize social goals. 
Policymakers should also explore ways to 
improve the interoperability between these 
new players and traditional financial services 
in the light of these objectives.

For example, the center-left Frente Amplio 
(Broad Front) coalition that governed Uruguay 
from 2005 until earlier this year introduced a 
financial-inclusion law in 2014. The program 
significantly increased access to financial 
services, though much remains to be done to 
ensure their effective use. Unfortunately, 
Uruguay’s new center-right administration has 
decided to dismantle the law’s central 
elements – against the recommendations of 

many international organizations, which regard 
financial inclusion as a development goal.

Even so, Uruguay’s recent progress in increasing 
financial inclusion proved vital in helping 
policymakers address the economic crisis caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. State income 
support for citizens, and instruments to provide 
liquidity to firms through the financial system, 
were much more effective as a result of the 
previous government’s policy (although this 
assistance was relatively small in cross-country 
terms).

But expanding access to financial services does 
not necessarily bolster social inclusion, as the 
recent experience of Uruguay and other South 
American countries shows. Although it has 
increased financial inclusion in the region, 
public policy has not removed other long-
standing dimensions of marginalization. The 
financial-inclusion curve shifted upward, but did 
not change shape: the most excluded population 
groups are the same as in the past. It is crucial 
that such groups receive the advice and financial 
education they need to use quality financial 
services, because wrong decisions in such 
matters have terrible results.

The most recent financial survey of Uruguayan 
households, conducted in 2014, revealed 
differences in financial-services use and access 
between social groups. Drawing on the survey 
data, Graciela Sanroman and Guillermo Santos 
of the Universidad de la Republica have shown 
that higher-income households are more likely 
to have credit cards and bank accounts; they 
also found differences related to race, 
employment conditions, and gender.

Furthermore, the household survey showed that 
only around 4% of small firms – 1% in the informal 
sector and 7% in the formal sector – have bank 
credit. Fifty-five percent never ask for credit, 
and more than 30% regard credit as too 
expensive or inaccessible. Only 1% of small firms 
had credit with an MFI at the time of the survey, 
and just 4% had had it previously.

Governments should therefore provide subsidies 
or other enabling conditions to encourage the 
development of less profitable financial services 
with a high social return. Meanwhile, financial 
institutions should use digital tools more 
extensively to gain deeper knowledge of current 
and potential customers and offer them tailored 
products. And in order not to penalize lower-
income customers, lenders should devise new 
approaches that value willingness to pay above 
the ability to pay, and offer more refinancing 
facilities when economic conditions worsen.

The structural changes in developing countries’ 
financial systems that are needed to boost social 
inclusion will require bolder policies, more 
ambitious targets, and creative solutions. If 
these measures help to ensure that everyone can 
access and benefit from financial services, then 
finance may no longer be a dirty word.

As the experience of Uruguay shows, transforming developing countries’ financial systems in 
order to boost social inclusion will require bolder policies, more ambitious targets, and 
creative solutions. If these measures enable everyone to access and benefit from financial 
services, then finance may no longer be a dirty word.
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No place for 
electoral violence 
THE GOVERNMENT OF the United States thru Secretary of 
State Michael R. Pompeo, last week sounded a caveat to 
African countries preparing for elections, including Liberia to 
respect the rule of law by allowing citizens to engage in 
political dialogue and support their choice of candidates, 
parties, and platforms.

MR. POMPEO SAID in a statement issued over the weekend 
thru the United States Embassy in Monrovia that the conduct 
of elections is important not only for Africans, but also for 
defenders of democracy around the world. 

SPECIFICALLY, THE UNITED States has vowed to closely 
watch actions of individuals who interfere in democratic 
process on the Continent and will not hesitate to consider 
consequences, including visa restrictions for people that 
would be responsible for election-related violence anywhere 
in Africa.

THIS CAVEAT FROM Liberia's traditional partner America, 
comes just at a time Liberians are gearing up for midterm 
senatorial elections on December 8, 2020. The December poll 
is to elect 15 senators to join 15 incumbent at the Capitol to 
complete the 30-member Liberian Senate before the next 
presidential election in 2023.

BUT AHEAD OF the poll, political rallies, mainly by the 
opposition have been disrupted repeatedly by violence, with 
fingers-pointing and threats of violent reaction.

ALTHOUGH SECRETARY POMPEO'S warning was not 
specifically directed at Liberia, but this country being a 
historical friend of America should listen and act accordingly. 
Liberia cannot afford to dwindle in violent or fraudulent 
elections because we should be torchbearer for young 
democracies on the Continent.
  
AS SECRETARY POMPEO emphasized, it is important that all 
sides have equal opportunity to participate peacefully in the 
democratic process void of repression and intimidation. This 
has not been the case at recent rallies held across the 
country, particularly in Monrovia and parts adjacent by 
opposition candidates, including Senator Abraham Darius 
Dillon of the Collaborating Political Parties.

WE RECALL THE incident of CPP leader Alexander Cummings' 
visit to Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County along with opposition 
Lawmaker Yekeh Kolubah months ago, where they were 
violently chased out of the county by machete-brandishing 
thugs expressing loyalty to President George Manneh Weah.

OUTCOME OF A government investigating into the violence is 
still pending despite a joint statement issued by Foreign 
Missions in Monrovia, calling for speedy probe.   

EVERY LIBERIAN SHOULD endeavor to keep our elections and 
democracy peaceful and participatory. Whether a candidate 
comes from the opposition CPP, the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change or is an Independent, he or she has right 
to campaign and seek votes in counties, communities, towns 
and villages without fear of being chased away with machetes 
and stones.   
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Financial Inclusion 2.0

By Aníbal Peluffo
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Although it may be tempting for governments to use the current crisis as an excuse to 
cut foreign development spending, they should be doing exactly the opposite. The 
more support that developing and emerging economies have to weather the storm, the 
faster the global recovery will be.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

UNSHINE COAST – At the start of the year, when COVID-19 was ravaging Wuhan, 
China, and beginning to envelop the West, I warned that the crisis would likely be Sreplicated across much of the developing world, with significant long-term 

consequences for us all. Sadly, this prediction was correct.

As of mid-October, India is on track to overtake the United States as the country with the 
highest total of COVID-19 cases, and Latin America has experienced the most deaths of 
any region of the world. The World Bank warns that the pandemic could push around 50 
million people in Asia and around 30 million in Africa into extreme poverty this year 
alone. If so, it will be the first time in more than two decades that the global rate of 
extreme poverty has increased.

The COVID-19 crisis has also accelerated other concerning shifts that were already 
underway, including the escalation of tensions between the US and China, rising 
protectionism, and a carbon-intensive recovery that threatens to set the world back in 
the fight against climate change. All of these trends will make the pre-pandemic 
development agenda even more difficult to achieve.

At the global level, the challenge is to ensure that vulnerable people everywhere are 
protected. Failing that, we will be entering a much more dangerous world, and the 
prospects for a robust global economic recovery will be severely diminished.

I know from experience just how important the current moment is. Even in the midst of 
the global financial crisis a decade ago, my government remained steadfast in our 
commitment to increase Australia’s foreign-aid budget to 0.5% of gross national income 
(GNI). Unfortunately, that change was delayed, and Australia’s foreign assistance has 
since fallen to less than half that level – its lowest ever.

To their credit, British Prime Minister David Cameron’s government pursued a similar 
course of action in 2013, legislating – even in the midst of the austerity that followed – a 
commitment to the foreign-aid target of 0.7% of GNI called for under the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) at the time. And even earlier, at the height of the 
crisis in April 2009, my government worked with that of British Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown to ensure that the world’s largest economies reaffirmed their commitments to 
achieving the MDGs despite the crisis.

As the ones holding the purse strings, legislators have a particularly important role to 
play in ensuring that governments don’t lose sight of the development agenda as they 
rush to protect their own populations from the devastating health and economic fallout 
of this pandemic.

The good news is that some governments, especially in Europe, have already recognized 
the importance of increasing their foreign aid at this time. The bad news is that the UN 
secretary-general’s call for a $2 billion recovery fund for the world’s poorest countries 
has not yet been met, nor have mission-critical organizations like Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance (which helps to deploy vaccines in developing countries) received anywhere 
near as much support as they need. And other development needs that will be crucial for 
resolving the crisis – not least water and sanitation – are crying out for attention.

Increasing development aid during the pandemic is not only the right thing to do. It is 
also a smart strategy for buttressing our own economic recovery. But foreign-aid 
increases by some countries obviously have been offset by the actions of others, notably 
the US, which has cut its assistance during this crisis, including to critical institutions 
like the World Health Organization.

The problem is that too often, we see foreign aid as a handout rather than as a stepping-
stone to prosperity. I have made this point in Australia, where economic recovery will 
depend on the broader recovery across Asia. Australia relies heavily on regional trade, 
and international education has become Australia’s third-largest export: one-sixth of all 
university students in the country hail from somewhere else in the region.

Under Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva’s leadership, the International Monetary 
Fund has been at the forefront of cushioning the pandemic’s blow to the global economy, 
and especially to the world’s most vulnerable populations. Having learned from the 
experience of the global financial crisis a decade ago, the IMF has already funneled more 
than $100 billion in financial assistance to countries in need.

Still, more reforms to the international financial system could be made to put us on the 
road to a full global recovery. For example, we need to ensure that today’s increased 
support for the IMF is seen not as a one-off injection, but rather as the start of an effort 
to provide more resources over the long term. Equally important, at some point the 
distribution of membership shares must be realigned to increase the weight of dynamic 
emerging-market economies in the IMF’s decision-making.

At the same time, actions taken by the G20 and groups like the Paris Club are critical, 
and have already allowed more than 40 countries to suspend debt repayments, sparing 
them the hard choices between servicing debts and saving lives. But the challenge for 
lenders now is to figure out how to provide more systemic relief, rather than simply 
turning the tap back on once the crisis seems to have passed, or once their own 
economic recovery or domestic interests demand it.

Whether we emerge from this crisis stronger or weaker will depend as much on 
governments’ decisions affecting people elsewhere as on their decisions for their own 
populations. Now more than ever, we need governments to act as global citizens.

  

O-pedO-pedO-ped

ONDON – On October 6, US President Donald Trump posted a tweet claiming that the 
common flu sometimes kills “over 100,000” Americans in a year. “Are we going to Lclose down our Country?” he asked. “No, we have learned to live with it, just like we 

are learning to live with Covid, in most populations far less lethal!!!”

Trump’s first claim is true: the flu killed over 100,000 Americans in 1918 and 1957. “We 
have learned to live with it,” is a matter of opinion, while his claim that COVID-19 is “far 
less lethal” than flu in most populations is ambiguous (which populations, and where?).

There seemed nothing particularly unusual about the tweet: Trump’s fondness for the 
suggestio falsi is well known. But, soon after it was posted, Twitter hid the tweet behind a 
written warning, saying that it had violated the platform’s rules about “spreading 
misleading and potentially harmful information related to COVID-19.” Facebook went 
further, removing an identical post from its site entirely.

Such online controversies are becoming increasingly common. In 2018, the now defunct 
political consulting firm Cambridge Analytica was said to have willfully spread fake news 
on social media in order to persuade Americans to vote for Trump in the 2016 US 
presidential election. Since then, Facebook and Twitter have removed millions of fake 
accounts and “bots” that were propagating false stories. This weeding-out operation 
required the platforms themselves to use artificial-intelligence algorithms to find 
suspicious accounts.

Our reliance on firms that profit by allowing “disinformation” to take the lead in policing 
the truth reflects the bind in which digital technology has landed us. Facebook and 
Twitter have no incentive to ensure that only “true” information appears on their sites. 
On the contrary, these companies make their money by harvesting users’ data and using it 
to sell advertisements that can be individually targeted. The more time a user spends on 
Facebook and Twitter, and the more they “like,” click, and post, the more these 
platforms profit – regardless of the rising tide of misinformation and clickbait.

This rising tide is partly fueled by psychology. Researchers from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology found that from 2006 to 2017, false news stories on Twitter were 
70% more likely to be retweeted than true ones. The most plausible explanation is that 
false news has greater novelty value compared to the truth, and provokes stronger 
reactions – especially surprise and disgust. So, how can companies that gain users and 
revenue from false news be reliable guardians of true news?

In addition, opportunities to spread disinformation have increased. Social media have 
vastly amplified the audience for stories of all kinds, thus continuing a process that 
started with Johannes Gutenberg’s invention of the movable-type printing press in the 
fifteenth century. Just as Gutenberg’s innovation helped to wrest control of knowledge 
production from the Roman Catholic Church, social media have decentralized the way we 
receive and interpret information. The Internet’s great democratizing promise was that 
it would enable communication without top-down hierarchical strictures. But the result 
has been to equalize the credibility of information, regardless of its source.

But the problem is more fundamental: “What is truth?” as the jesting Pontius Pilate said 
to Jesus. At one time, truth was God’s word. Later, it was the findings of science. 
Nowadays, even science has become suspect. We have put our faith in evidence as the 
royal road to truth. But facts can easily be manipulated. This has led postmodernists to 
claim that all truth is relative; worse, it is constructed by the powerful to maintain their 
power.

So, truth, like beauty, is in the eye of the beholder. This leaves plenty of latitude for each 
side to tell its own story, and not bother too much its factual accuracy. More generally, 
these three factors – human psychology, technology-enabled amplification of the 
message, and postmodernist culture – are bound to expand the realm of credulity and 
conspiracy theory.

This is a serious problem, because it removes a common ground on which democratic 
debate and deliberation can take place. But I see no obvious answer. I have no faith in 
social-media companies’ willingness or ability to police their platforms. They know that 
“fake” information can have bad political consequences. But they also know that 
disseminating compelling stories, regardless of their truth or consequences, is highly 
profitable.

These companies’ only incentive to tackle the problem of fake news is to minimize the 
bad press it has generated for them. But unless and until telling the truth serves the 
bottom line, it is futile to expect them to change course. The best one can hope for is that 
they make visible efforts, however superficial, to remove misleading information or 
inferences from their sites. But performative acts of censorship like the removal of 
Trump’s tweet are window dressing that sends no larger signal. It serves only to irritate 
Trump’s supporters and soothe the troubled consciences of his liberal opponents.

The alternative – to leave the policing of opinion to state authorities – is equally 
unpalatable, because it would revive the untenable claim that there is a single source of 
truth, divine or secular, and that it should rule the Internet.

I have no solution to this dilemma. Perhaps the best approach would simply be to apply to 
social-media platforms the public-order principle that it is an offense to stir up racial 
hatred. Twitter, Facebook, and others would then be legally obliged to remove hate 
material. Any decision on their part would need to be testable in court.

Social-media companies’ only incentive to tackle the problem of fake news is to 
minimize the bad press that disseminating it has generated for them. But unless 
and until telling the truth serves the bottom line, it is futile to expect them to 
change course.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Policing Truth in the Trump Era

By Robert Skidelsky

The Recovery Needs Development Aid

By Kevin Rudd
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This Request for Information (RFI) is published to enable 
USAID to assess the market for Liberian companies which 
are capable and interested in providing Architect & 
Engineering (A&E) services to provide construction 
oversight, professional engineering and other technical  
services to USAID/Liberia.  These services will encompass  
feasibility studies, engineering designs and construction 
supervision and related support, ranging from quick 
response to short and long-term services in Vertical  
Construction Oversight (VCO) across the Mission’s 
portfolios.

DISCLAIMER

This is a Request for Information only.  It is not a Request for 
Proposal, Request for Quotation, an Invitation for Bids, a 
Solicitation or an indication that USAID/Libera will contract 
for the services.  The RFI is an attempt to reach out to the 
market to determine the scope of industry capabilities and 
interest and will be treated as information only.  In 
accordance with FAR 15.201 (e), responses to this notice are 
not offers and cannot be accepted by the Government of 
the United States to form a binding contract.  Responses are 
strictly voluntary, and USAID will not pay respondents for 
information provided.  Responses will not be returned, and 
respondents will not be notified of the result of the review.  
If a solicitation is issued, it will be sent to a selective set of 
companies at a later date, and all interested parties 
contacted  must respond to that solicitation separately 
from any response to this notice.  The RFI does not restrict 
the Government’s acquisition approach on a future 
solicitation.

INSTRUCTIONS

The complete RFI can be downloaded from BetaSam using 
the following link https://beta.sam.gov/ searching by the 
RFI No. 72066920R00011 or “USAID/Liberia Vertical 
Construction Oversight”.  

To respond to this RFI, interested sources must provide no 
more than ten (10) pages in Microsoft Word or  PDF format, 
a capability statement expressing interest and 
documenting ability to meet the requirements as specified 
in the Description of Services.  Interested sources must 
provide their full business name, address, name and title of 
contact person by Thursday October 15, 17h00 (5:00 PM), 
Liberian time, to Luisa Alvarado at lalvarado@usaid.gov 
with copy to Edward S. Lamin at elamin@usaid.gov.

SPECIAL NOTICES

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI)

VERTICAL CONSTRUCTION OVERSIGHT SERVICES

                         THURSDAY         OCTOBER      15

  

COMMENTARYCOMMENTARYCOMMENTARY

ith the wave of violent activities in Liberia, it is of highest importance to 
take urgent actions stop the violence now and prevent further violence. WThe 1989 to 2003 Civil War in Liberia that resulted in nearly 300,000 

deaths and infrastructural damage, that remains un-rehabilitated, provides 
sufficient evidence to tell all of us that violence is not the way forward for the 
better.

The activities that led to the Civil War are taking place today and they could lead 
to another Civil War if they are not stopped now. It is my patriotic duty to tell the 
truth publicly. I have not been wrong in this regard because I have spoken what I 
have learned from the people and this is why there is the useful expression: The 
Voice of God is the Voice of the People.

The only way to stop these violent activities is to use the Rule of Law, as based on 
the Constitution of Liberia. Certainly, there is one issue that Liberians generally  
are agreed upon, as heard in the expression: We want Peace; No more War. With 
the reality of this expression, the Liberian people can show commitment to peace 
by working together to bring Justice for All. Peace is not the absence of war! Only 
Justice brings Peace!

The people look up to the Government, especially their representatives, as found 
in the National Legislature, to hold the Executive and Judicial Branches of the 
Government accountable for the ushering in of a Justice for All System to get rid 
of the prevailing system of injustice. To the extent that the Legislators do not 
work for Justice, the people can take corrective actions by not re-electing them 
and electing persons with good records of working to bring Justice for All.

It is only possible to have good persons elected when the electoral process, 
supervised by the National Elections Commission (NEC) of Liberia, is fair, meaning 
that it is based on the Rule of Law, through the Constitution of Liberia. Prior to the 
2017 election, the Tipoteh versus Korkoya (Chairman of NEC) case on the 
unconstitutionality in NEC, with specific reference to the non-Liberian 
citizenship of Chairman Korkoya, was brought to the Supreme Court of Liberia. 
The Supreme Court said that it was not prepared to give a ruling on the case at 
that time. Up to now, the Court has not given a ruing on the case!

Later, the Supreme Court ruled, in the Liberty Party versus NEC case, that the 
evidence about irregularities in the Voters Registration Roll was insignificant and 
NEC could not be compelled to hold fresh elections; but NEC must proceed to 
cleaning up the Voters Registration Roll.

In any event, the Voters Registration Roll has not been cleaned up and elections 
have been held, as elections and a referendum are about to be held. Protests 
continue with attendant violence, not forgetting the political campaign 
violence, accompanied by the trucking of foreigners and Liberians from their 
places of residence to other places to register to vote.

Now, the prevalence of violence has attracted the attention of partners in 
ECOWAS and other countries represented in the Diplomatic Corps. The violence 
continues to have a negative impact on the volume of funds available for public 
expenditure. inward remittances and the flow of local and foreign investment. 
Instead of recognizing injustice as the source of the negative societal impact, the 
blame game continues with the casting of blame on previous governments and 
opposition parties, labeled as enemies of progress.

However the violence crisis in the midst of the public health pandemic, like any 
crisis, provides an opportunity for good people to work together, through the Rule 
of Law, as based on the Constitution of Liberia. This crisis provides an opportunity 
for the people to identify good people, on the basis of their records, in order to be 
able to vote them into public offences to represent the people well by making 
decisions in the people's interest. Whenever good persons are national decision-
makers. good results take place and the people enjoy better living conditions.

   by
       Togba-Nah Tipoteh

                Founding Leader, Movement for Justice in Africa (MOJA)
                Chairperson, Servants of Africa Fighting Epidemics (SAFE)
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More headline news   More headline news

he Liberian Senate 
has ordered APM TT e r m i n a l s  t o  

u n d e r t a k e  c o m m u n i t y  
services at the William V.S. 
Tubman High School in Sinkor, 
but fails to define the 
punishment. 

The Senate’s sanction 
against the company on 
Wednesday, 14 October 

followed a contempt hearing 
against the company for 
having disrespected the 
Senate Labor Committee. 

T h e  c o m p a n y ’ s  
management team and its 
law Cllr. Golba Elliot of 
Sherman and Sherman Law 
Firm made an apology to the 
Senate in regards to their 
recent behavior before the 

u t go i n g  G r and  
G e d e h  C o u n t y  OS e n a t o r  G .  

Alphonso Gaye frowns at 
some committees of the 
Liberian Senate for poor 
p e r f o r m a n c e  d u e  t o   
incompetence, cautioning 
that people shouldn't be 
placed on committee based 
on who they voted for or who 
they voted against.

Speaking in a farewell 
ceremony at the Chambers of 
the Liberian Senate on 
Wednesday, October 14, as 
members  o f  the  54th  
Legislature go on annual 
break,   the outgoing senator 
said the leadership of the 

tempore Chie notes. 
Chie says the Senate’s 

determination regarding the 
Dock Workers and the APM 
Terminals, a case in which 
APM Terminals is accused of 
disrespecting the Senate 
committee, will be given at 
the end of next week. 

In a letter of appeal by AMP 
Terminals’ lawyer Cllr. Golba 
Elliot, she says the company's 
actions were in no way to 
disrespect the Liberian 
senate. 

She notes that their lead 
lawyer Cllr. H. Varney 
Sherman is also a member of 
the Liberian Senate, adding 
that if they disrespect that 
body, that means he 's  
disrespected as well. 

According to Cllr. Elliot, 
their behavior was not in any 
way to disturb the workings of 
the Liberian Senate and it's 
oversight responsibility, 
adding that she and her client 
did not intend to disrespect 
the Senate and its Labor 
Committee. 

She says they had tried to 
explain what happened during 
the hearing with the Labor 
Committee and the legal part 
of it. 

"If you conclude that our 
meeting with the Senate 
Labo r  Commi t tee  was  
inappropriate and out of 
order and also our meeting we 
had with the full plenary 
recent ly,  we s incerely  
apologise for our actions," 
Cllr. Elliot concludes.--Edited 
by Winston W. Parley

professional competency, 
further noting that it's against 
this backdrop that serious 
issues remain in committee 
rooms and reports don't come 
out to Plenary.

He bragged that based on 

president?” Jorkeah laments.
Mr. Jorkeah says they are 

not only calling for the 
dismissal of Dr. Massaquoi, but 
his entire administration.

H e  l a t e r  g a v e  t h e  
government a one-week 
ultimatum to address their 
concerns.

According to him, if the 
government doesn’t adhere to 
their concern in the space of 
one week, they will stage a 
massive protest in Monrovia.

B o n g  C o u n t y  
Superintendent Esther Yamah 
Walker accepts the students' 
petition and promises to reach 
it to President Weah.

Madam Walker tells the 
students to remain calm as she 
plans a meeting with Dr. 

Massaquoi in finding remedy to 
the situation.

“I want to say thank you for 
being peaceful in your protest, 
but I will engage Dr. Massaquoi 
and after our board meeting, 
we will tell you what’s next,” 
she adds.

The Bong County Technical 
College was established by the 
52nd Legislature with the 
primary goal of training 
students in the areas of 
Computer Engineering, Mining 
Engineering, Civil Engineering, 
Agr icu l ture  Techno logy,  
Education Technology and 
Nursing.

About seven years now since 
the college’s activities started, 
it is yet to put up graduates.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

full plenary of the Liberian 
Senate. 

Announcing the sanctions, 
the President Pro- tempore of 
the Liberian Senate Albert T. 
C h i e  s a y s  t h e  p l e n a r y  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
management of APM Terminals 
and it's lawyer were guilty of 
obstruction of the functions of 
the Senate and undermining the 
authority of the August Body.  

"Based on Article 44 of the 
Constitution, the acts are 
c o n t e m p t u o u s  a n d  a r e  
punishable by reasonable 
sanctions,” Mr. Chie says. 

“The Plenary of the Senate 
has also determined that this is 
the first offense of the APM 
Terminals and it's lawyer and 
has also decided to apply… 
minimum sanctions," Pro - 

Senate should appoint people 
to committees based on 
e d u c a t i o n  l e v e l  a n d  

ome Students at the 
Bong County Technical SCollege (BCTC) early 

Wednesday morning, 14 
October, stormed the grounds 
of the Gbarnga Administration 
building, the seat of local 
author i t ies ,  ca l l ing  on  
Liberia’s President George 
Manneh  Weah  to  w i th  
immediate effect dismiss 
BCTC president Dr. Roland 
Massaquoi.

D r.  M a s s a q u o i  w a s  
appointed by President Weah 
in 2018 as president of the 
college, having served as 
acting president of the college 
during former President Ellen 
J o h n s o n  S i r l e a f ’ s  
administration.

The BCTC students chanted 

slogans during their protest 
and displayed placards bearing 
t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s :  “ D r.  
Massaquoi and his surrogates 
must go.”

They accuse Dr. Massaquoi’s 
administration of doing 
nothing to improve the 
college’s facility and its 
academic morals.

Hezekiah Jorkeah, the 
Chairman of the aggrieved 
students says since Dr. 
Massaquoi took over as 
president of the college, 
things have fallen apart, 
accusing the leadership of 
alleged corruption.

“What did we do to deserve 
t h i s  p u n i s h m e n t  f r o m  
President Weah? Why did he 
give us Dr. Massaquoi as 
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Senate punishes APM Terminals 
with community services

By Ethel A Tweh

Students want BCTC 
president sacked

By Joseph Titus Yekeryan in Bong

Outgoing senator laments 
poor performance 

By Ethel A Tweh

h i s  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
competence, he had served on 
many committees, including 
the Committee on Ways, 
Means and Finance, as Co-
chair; the Committee on 

Transport and Autonomous 
Agencies as chair; Committee 
on Health, Gender and Social 
W e l f a r e  a s  c o - c h a i r,  

CONT’D ON PAGE 10Outgoing Grand Gedeh County Sen. G. Alphonso Gaye
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res ident George 
Mannerh Weah has Pc o m e  u n d e r  

cr it ic ism for al legedly 
misplacing officials in his 
r e c e n t  r e s h u f f l e  i n  

government.
The Bishop of the Freedom 

C h r i s t i a n  F e l l o w s h i p  
Ministries International says 
recent appointees by the 
President are misplaced in 
the government.

Bishop Dr. Pah K. Suku, Sr. 

he Liberia National 
P o l i c e  h a s  Tconducted one day 

awareness on violence free 
elections for motorcyclists in 
Pleebo, Maryland County 
Electoral district #2, ahead of 
the spec ia l  senator ia l  
e lec t ion  and  nat iona l  
referendum in December.

The exercise held this 
week brought together 
commercial motorcyclists 
and the Police, including the 
Pleebo Police Commander, 
Mr. Lavish Toe.

Commander Toe said it's 
important that motorcyclists 
b ene f i t  s u ch  f o r  t he  
awareness they may have 
interest in any of the 
candidates and political 
parties in the race, and they 
must be civil during campaign 
period. Official campaign 
should have started on 
October 10, 2020, but the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission has placed a halt 
to all electoral activities, 

appointee’s qualification or 
specialization.

The clergyman laments 
that this is posing serious 
c h a l l e n g e s  f o r  t h e  
government in advancing 
development that  wi l l  
enhance living standard of the 
people.

Bishop Suku stresses that 
President Weah should 
appoint individuals who are 
passionate and willing to 
serve the State.

H e  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  b e e n  
proceeding wrongly over the 
years by allowing paramount 
and clan chiefs to preside over 
issues of national concern.

 He calls for specialized 
persons or expertise to be 
appointed in government who 
will transform the socio-
economic development of 
Liberia.

President Weah recently 
transferred the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry 
Wilson K. Tarpeh to the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency as executive director, 
while Information Minister 
Lenn Eugene Nagbe was 
nominated to the Liberia 
Maritime Authority, among 
others. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

said avoiding conflict or 
confusion among citizens 
ahead of the election should 
first start with awareness or 
civic education, mainly for 
moto rcyc l i s t s ,  due  to  
distances they cover to 
accompany candidates during 
campaign.

notes the misplacement of 
appointees in the public sector 
is creating serious problem for 
the effective functions of 
various ministries and agencies 
in  mov ing  the  nat ion’s  
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  a g e n d a  
forward.

Bishop Suku spoke Tuesday, 
13 October in an interview with 
this newspaper in Monrovia.

According to him, things are 
happening in the country that 
are contrary to the vision of 
President Weah largely due to 
political affiliation, instead of 

pending outcome of a Writ of 
Madamus filed to the Supreme 
Court by the Collaborating 
Political Parties (CPP) to 
demand the NEC to clean up the 
Final Voter Roll as was earlier 
mandated by the High Court in 
2017.

However, Commander Toe 

More headline news   More headline news

he Press Union of 
Liberia (PUL) says it is Tconcerned about the 

security of the independent 
Daily Observer Newspaper 
after the paper alarmed about 
two separate incidents of 
threats against some of its 
staff.

In an open letter to Justice 
Minister, Cllr. Musa Dean, on 
Monday, October 13, 2020, the 
paper informed the Attorney 
General that it recognized the 
suspicious happenings of 
threats.  

Daily Observer narrated 
that its vehicle was followed in 
the early hours of Friday, 
October 9, 2020, during a usual 
round, to drop off employees 
in central Monrovia after 

production of the Friday 
Edition.

In the open letter, the 
Observer stressed that a grey 
unlicensed Nissan Pathfinder 
with all tinted windshield up, 
slowed down near the paper’s 
vehicle on the opposite side of 
the street, on Crown Hill, for 
some seconds. The staffer 
closed up the car and observed 
the Gray Pathfinder and when 
its passengers realized they 
had been noticed, they drove 
away.

According to the Observer 
driver, he first noticed the 
Pathfinder tailing his vehicle 
from the neighborhood of 
Orange Liberia on Capitol By-
pass. He said, they kept a 
steady distance but it was only 

He said in this critical time 
of Liberia’s democracy, 
c i t i z e n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
motorcyclists should get highly 
i n v o l v e d  i n  p r e a c h i n g  
messages of peace and violent-
freed election.

"Let me encourage you, as 
you have gathered here to 

when they stopped to drop off 
another colleague, that he 
found the situation suspicious.

Another Observer reporter 
disclosed that on Thursday, 
October 8, he received a phone 
call from an unknown number. 
The person on the other end of 
the call was a man who did not 
identify himself, said: “I know 
you very well; you are [called 
our reporter’s full name] 
r i g h t ? ”  T h e  r e p o r t e r  
responded, “Yes.”  

The man continued: “You 
work for Daily Observer. You 
guys are doing a good job. Keep 
it up. Keep it up”, the strange 
man said sarcastically.

Following the occurrence of 
these two incidents, the Press 
Union of Liberia is now urging 

the Liberia National Police and 
other state security forces to 
p rov ide  p ro tec t ion  fo r  
journalists during the special 
senatorial electioneering 
period. The union is also urging 
politicians and all consumers of 
media contents in Liberia to be 
tolerant in contributing to 
open societal discourse, which 
i s  t i ed  t o  democ ra t i c  
development.

Meanwhile, the PUL is 
urging all journalists to refrain 
f r o m  e n d o r s e m e n t s  o f  
candidates in the special 
senatorial elections and stop 
campaigning as doing so will 
impede their credibility and 
make them susceptible to 
violence.

listen to this information of 
election violence, please serve 
as agents of change", he urged.

"You know there are other 
places you guys can reach 
when each of you [are] in 
traffic, so we think the best 
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Misplaced appointees in government 
-Bishop Suku

Police conduct awareness 
on violent-free election

By Patrick N. Mensah

PUL Worries about Daily 
Observers’ Security  

CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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FrançaisFrançais

e  p r é s i d e n t  
GerorgeManneh Weah Lse serait saisi de 

l’affaire opposant l’Autorité 
des télécommunications du 
Libéria et les sociétés de 
téléphonie opérant dans le 
pays, à en croire la Coalition 
au pouvoir.

La Coalition pour le 
changement démocratique, 
q u i  n ’ a  p a s  d o n n é  
d’informations suffisante sur 
la question, s’est contentée 
de dire que le chef de l’Etat a 
initié des discussions avec les 
compagnies de téléphonie 
( O r a n g e  L i b e r i a  e t  
LonestarCell MTN)et la LTA sur 
la  quest ion des  taxes  
supplémentaires qui ont un 
impact négatif sur les 
populations. La coalition au 
pouvoir s’est dite optimiste 
que tout rentrera dans l’ordre 
dans les prochains jours.

Le président national de la 
CDC, MulbahMorlu, animant 
un point de presse mardi, a 
appelé les citoyens à rester 
calmes pendant que le 
président Weah tente de 
trouver une porte de sortie. 

Il a profité de l’occasion 
p o u r  d e m a n d e r  à  l a  
compagnie LTA de faire 

preuve de prudence dans la 
constitution des politiques, 
surtout quand celles-ci risquent 
d’impacter le bien être 
quotidien des populations et 
porter atteinte à l’image du 
gouvernement.

« Bien que la CDC ne veuille 
pas s’attarder sur les détails de 
la récente déclaration des 
sociétés GSM, la modification 
récente des prix comme l’ont 
annoncée les deux sociétés 
comportent des éléments 

punissables par la loi », a dit 
l’homme politique.

« La CDC appelle la LTA et 
les sociétés GSM à résoudre 
tous les désaccords dans les 
plus brefs délais afin de 
soulager les usagers Libériens 
», a-t-il prié.

Selon M. Morlu, la coalition 
dénonce la rupture du 
mécanisme de règlement des 
différends entre la LTA et les 
sociétés GSM, laquelle 

President George M. Weah 

Le gouvernement américain, par l’intermédiaire du secrétaire 
d’État Michael R. Pompeo, a lancé la semaine dernière un appel 
aux pays africains qui se préparent aux élections, y compris le 
Libéria, à respecter l’état de droit et de respecter la volonté du 
peuple. 

M. Pompeo a déclaré dans un communiqué publié ce week-end 
par l’ambassade des États-Unis à Monrovia que les élections sont 
importantes non seulement pour les Africains, mais aussi pour les 
défenseurs de la démocratie dans le monde.

Plus précisément, les États-Unis se sont engagés à surveiller de 
près les actions des individus qui s’ingèrent dans le processus 
démocratique sur le continent, tout en avertissant qu’ils 
n’hésiteront pas à envisager les sanctions, y compris des 
restrictions de visa pour les personnes qui seraient responsables 
de violences liées aux élections partout en Afrique.

Cette mise en garde de la part du partenaire traditionnel du 
Libéria, l’Amérique, intervient juste au moment où les Libériens 
se préparent pour des élections sénatoriales de mi-mandat 
prévues le 8 décembre 2020. Le scrutin de décembre consiste à 
élire 15 sénateurs pour rejoindre 15 autres sénateurs au Capitole 
pour compléter le Sénat libérien de 30 membres avant la 
prochaine élection présidentielle de 2023.

Mais avant le scrutin, les meetings, principalement de 
l’opposition, sont perturbés à plusieurs reprises par la violence. 
Le plus souvent, les partis politiques de l’opposition font l’objet 
d’intimidation et de menaces.

Bien que l’avertissement du Secrétaire d’Etat Pompeo n’ait pas 
été spécifiquement adressé au Libéria, ce pays, qui est un ami 
historique de l’Amérique, devrait écouter et agir en 
conséquence. Le Libéria n’a pas intérêt à se rabaisser par des 
élections violentes ou frauduleuses parce qu’il est de notre 
devoir d’être le porte-flambeau des jeunes démocraties du 
continent.

Comme l’a souligné M. Pompeo, il est important que toutes les 
parties aient des chances égales de participer pacifiquement au 
processus démocratique sans répression ni intimidation. Cela n’a 
pas été le cas jusque-là pour les récents rassemblements 
organisés à travers le pays, en particulier à Monrovia et dans les 
régions adjacentes par des candidats de l’opposition.

Nous nous souvenons de l’incident qui s’est produit à Zwedru, 
dans le comté de Grand Gedeh, lors d’une tournée du leader de 
la PPC Alexander Cummings avec le député opposant 
YekehKolubah, il y a des mois, où ils ont été violemment chassés 
du comté par des voyous brandissant des machettes exprimant 
leur loyauté au président George Manneh Weah.

Quant aux résultats de l’enquête sur ces violences, ils tardent 
toujours à venir malgré la déclaration conjointe publiée par les 
missions étrangères à Monrovia, appelant à une enquête rapide.

Chaque Libérien devrait s’efforcer de faire de nos élections des 
élections pacifiques et de notre démocratie une démocratie 
participative et apaisée. 

Tant les candidats de l’opposition que de la Coalition pour le 
changement démocratique au pouvoir et les candidats 
indépendants ont le droit de faire campagne et de solliciter des 
votes dans les comtés, les communautés, les villes et les villages 
sans craindre d’être chassés avec des machettes et des pierres.

Le président libérien 
George Weah a indiqué lundi 
qu’il avait sollicité l’aide 
d’experts américains pour 
enquê te r  s u r  l a  mor t  
mystérieuse de trois agents du 
fisc et d’un contrôleur des 
dépenses gouvernementales 
qui ont ému l’opinion dans ce 
pays d’Afrique de l’Ouest 
depuis le début du mois.

Le premier mort est un 
agent de l’Autorité fiscale du 
Liberia (LRA) qui a perdu la vie 
le 4 octobre dans un accident 
de voiture dans la capitale 

Monrovia, a indiqué la police 
nationale.

Le lendemain, deux autres 
membres de la même agence, 
chargée de la collecte les 
impôts, ont été retrouvés sans 
vie dans une voiture garée dans 
un parking de la capitale.

Samedi 10 octobre, le 
directeur général de l’agence 
chargée d’auditer les dépenses 
du gouvernement a à son tour 
été retrouvé mort, dans son 
appartement de Monrovia, 
renforçant les rumeurs d’une 
campagne d’assassinats dans ce 
pays de 4,8 millions d’habitants.

Les services de sécurité ont 
ouvert une enquête, a indiqué 
à la radio le chef de l’Etat 
libérien. 

George Weah a précisé 
avoir demandé l’aide des 
Etats-Unis, sous la forme 
notamment de la mise à 
disposition d’un médecin 
légiste pour déterminer la 
cause des décès, “parce que 
nous ne savons pas ce qui s’est 
p a s s é ” . L ’ a m b a s s a d e  
américaine à Monrovia n’était 
pas joignable dans l’immédiat 
p o u r  c o m m e n t e r  
l’information.George Weah, 
ancienne star du foot mondial, 
a été élu à la tête du pays fin 
2017 sur un programme de 
lutte contre la pauvreté et la 
corruption mais a fait face à 
des manifestations dénonçant 
le manque de progrès dans ces 
domaines.Le président a invité 
lundi ses compatriotes à se 
méfier des rumeurs qui 
risquent de se propager 
j u s q u ’ à  l a  f i n  d e  
l ’ e n q u ê t e . “ N o u s  n o u s  
attendons à ce que l’enquête 
révèle la cause réelle de ces 
morts, mais on ne peut pas 
empêcher  les  gens  de  
spéculer”, a-t-il regretté à la 
radio.

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Éditorial
Il n’y a pas de place pour la 
violence électorale en démocratie 

Bras de fer entre la LTA et les entreprises 
GSM : le président Weah serait intervenu 

Le Liberia sollicite Washington pour 
enquêter sur des morts mystérieuses
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ONTEV IDEO –  Dans  le s  pays  en  
développement, il est parfois difficile de Mconvaincre les gens que la finance n'est pas 

un gros mot ou que le système financier n'est pas 
forcément une machine perverse qui ne profite 
qu'aux riches en envoyant les richesses nationales à 
l'étranger. Les deux questions principales sont les 
suivantes : Quel type de système financier désirons-
nous ? Que pouvons-nous faire pour y parvenir ?

Des systèmes financiers plus inclusifs et plus 
accessibles augmentent la croissance économique, 
réduisent la pauvreté et les inégalités et stimulent 
l'inclusion sociale. En outre, les pouvoirs publics 
peuvent jouer un rôle déterminant en aidant à 
réaliser ces objectifs de développement grâce à 
une mise en place active de mesures d'inclusion 
financières.

Depuis longtemps, l'information asymétrique et le 
manque de connaissances des institutions quant 
aux clients potentiels et à leurs besoins ont exclu de 
vastes segments de la population des pays en 
développement du système financier. Mais les 
mesures qui remédient à ces situations de crise du 
marché vont produire à long terme des retombées 
économiques positives et améliorer la stabilité 
financière.

De nos jours, la technologie financière (fintech) 
utilise des outils numériques pour adapter ses 
services financiers aux besoins d'individus et de 
petites entreprises traditionnellement exclus du 
système. Ces nouvelles technologies sont capables 
d'évaluer un risque de crédit en utilisant des 
données alternatives – ce qui leur permet d'étendre 
l'accès aux prêts et à d'autres produits financiers – 
de créer des bilans pour des petites entreprises en 
seulement 40 minutes pour leur faciliter l'accès aux 
micro-crédits, pour leur permettre d'accéder aux 
systèmes de micro-paiements par paiement à l'acte 
dans la gestion de leurs dépenses uniques ou 
importantes.

Les institutions de microfinancement (IMF) et les 
entreprises coopératives sont peut-être les mieux 
pourvues pour mener à bien les efforts dans le 
domaine de l'inclusion financière, en ce qu'elles 
disposent déjà d'une expérience professionnelle 
auprès des populations exclues. En Uruguay, par 
exemple, des institutions financières de second 
rang financent des programmes qui accordent des 
prêts via des IMF et des entreprises coopératives, à 
destination des petites communautés. Mais des 
systèmes de ce type restent insuffisants et leur 
réussite dépend en grande partie du contexte local.

Les pouvoirs publics doivent donc apporter leur 
aide à la fintech et aux IMF par des mesures visant à 
encourager le développement de services 
financiers moins rentables afin de mettre l'accent 
sur les objectifs sociaux. Les décideurs politiques 
doivent également rechercher des moyens 
d'améliorer l'interopérabilité entre ces nouveaux 
acteurs et les services financiers traditionnels dans 
le cadre de ces nouveaux objectifs.

Par exemple, la coalition de centre-gauche Frente 
Amplio (Front étendu) de 2005 jusqu'au début de 
cette année a mis en place une loi d'inclusion 
financière en 2014. Ce programme a augmenté 
l'accès aux services financiers de façon notable, 
même s'il reste beaucoup à faire pour garantir leur 
utilisation efficace. Malheureusement, le nouveau 
gouvernement de centre-droit d'Uruguay a décidé 
de supprimer les éléments principaux de cette loi – 
en dépit des recommandations de nombreuses 
organisations internationales, qui considèrent 
l'inclusion financière comme un as a objectif de 

développement.

Néanmoins, les progrès récents de l'Uruguay en 
matière d'augmentation de l'inclusion financière se 
sont avérés vitaux en ce qu'ils ont aidé les décideurs 
politiques à répondre à la crise économique causée 
par la pandémie de COVID-19. L'aide de l'État allouée 
aux citoyens, ainsi que les instruments visant à fournir 
des liquidités aux entreprises via le système financier, 
se sont montrés beaucoup plus efficaces suite aux 
mesures prises par le gouvernement précédent, (bien 
que cette aide ait été relativement réduite en termes 
d'examen horizontal).

Mais l'augmentation de l'accès aux services financiers 
ne favorise pas forcément l'inclusion sociale, comme 
le prouve l'expérience récente de l'Uruguay et 
d'autres pays d'Amérique du Sud. Bien qu'elle soit 
dotée d'une inclusion financière en augmentation 
dans la région, la politique publique conserve d'autres 
dimensions de marginalisation présentes de longue 
date. La courbe de l'inclusion financière a connu une 
hausse, mais elle n'a pas pour autant changé de forme 
: les groupes les plus exclus de la population sont les 
mêmes qu'auparavant. Il est essentiel que ces groupes 
bénéficient des conseils et de l'éducation nécessaire 
en matière financière afin qu'ils puissent tirer parti de 
services financiers de qualité, car de mauvaises 
décisions en ce domaine peuvent avoir des 
conséquences fâcheuses.

La dernière enquête en date sur les finances des 
ménages uruguayens, menée en 2014, a révélé des 
différences dans l'utilisation et l'accès aux services 
financiers entre groupes sociaux. En s'appuyant sur les 
données de l'enquête, Graciela Sanroman et 
Guillermo Santos (Universidad de la Republica) ont 
montré que les ménages aux plus forts revenus ont 
plus de chances d'avoir des cartes de crédit et des 
comptes bancaires ; ils ont également trouvé des 
différences issues de la race, des conditions d'emploi 
et du sexe.

Par ailleurs, l'enquête sur les ménages a montré que 
seulement près de 4 % des petites entreprises – 1 % 
dans le secteur informel et 7 % dans le secteur formel – 
ont un crédit bancaire. 55 % ne demandent jamais de 
crédit et plus de 30 % considèrent le crédit comme 
étant trop cher ou hors de portée. Seulement 1 % des 
petites entreprises avaient un crédit auprès d'une IMF 
au moment de l'enquête et seulement 4 % en avaient 
eu un auparavant.

Les pouvoirs publics doivent donc fournir des 
subventions ou d'autres conditions favorables afin 
d'encourager le développement de services financiers 
moins rentables, mais à fort rendement social. En 
attendant, les institutions financières doivent utiliser 
plus largement les outils numériques afin 
d'approfondir leurs connaissances sur leur clientèle 
actuelle et potentielle, en vue de proposer des 
produits sur mesure. Et afin de ne pas pénaliser les 
clients à faibles revenus, les créanciers doivent 
concevoir de nouvelles approches qui mettent 
l'accent sur la volonté de payer plutôt que sur la 
capacité à payer et proposer de facilités de 
refinancement lorsque la situation économique se 
détériore.

Les changements structurels à mettre en œuvre dans 
les systèmes financiers des pays en développement 
pour stimuler l'inclusion sociale vont exiger des 
politiques plus audacieuses, des objectifs plus 
ambitieux et des solutions créatives. Si à l'avenir ces 
mesures permettent à chacun d'avoir accès aux 
services financiers et d'en tirer profit, alors la finance 
ne sera plus un gros mot.

FrançaisFrançais
2020                              

rupture a abouti à des litiges 
qui ont donné lieu à la récente 
décision de la Cour suprême, 
en faveur du gouvernement.

“Nous pensons qu’en dépit 
de cette décision, les deux 
parties devraient revenir au 
mécanisme de règlement des 
différends inscrit dans la loi 
établissant la LTA ou à tout 
autre cadre approprié qui 
place la décision de la Cour 
suprême dans son contexte”, 
a dit le président du parti au 
pouvoir.

Se tournant vers les 
entreprises GSM, il a dit qu’il 
est toujours dans l’intérêt du 
gouvernement du Libéria de 
protéger les entreprises et 
leurs investissements, ce, de 
manière à renforcer l’intérêt 
du peuple libérien. « Par 
conséquent, le CDC exhorte 
les deux sociétés à revenir à 
leur premier accord qui a 
conduit à la décision de la 
Cour suprême.La CDC met en 
garde les deux sociétés GSM 
contre toute machination 
politique, car cela constitue 
un cr ime de sabotage 
économique », a averti Morlu.

Les entreprises GSM et la 
LTA sont en désaccord sur 
l ’ impos it ion des  taxes  
supplémentaires qui ont été 
suivies d’une augmentation 
drastique des tarifs.

Les entreprises les filiales 
française et sud-africaine ont 
a n n o n c é  d a n s  d e s  

communiquésdistincts, mais 
similaires, avoir introduit un 
supplément de taxe sur ses 
services voix et données 
internet. Ceci, conformément 
aux nouvelles exigences 
réglementaires, notamment, 
l’ordonnance LTA 0016-02-25-
19 émise par la Liberia 
TelecommunicationsAuthority 
(LTA), le régulateur du secteur 
des télécoms.

De manière précise, ce 
supplément est de 0,008 
USD/min pour les appels 
vocaux, et de 0,00065 USD/Mo 
pour ce qui est des données 
mobiles. MTN Libéria a ajouté 
dans son communiqué : « 
c o m p r e n d r e  q u e  n o u s  
t raver sons  une  pér iode  
économique difficile, mais nous 
vous assurons que nous avons 
encore de nombreux produits 
pour permettre à nos clients de 
communiquer à un pr ix 
abordable… Nous avons soutenu 
le peuple libérien à travers les 
temps changeants et nous nous 
engageons à faire en sorte que 
nos clients obtiennent toujours 
le meilleur rapport qualité-prix 
à tout moment.

Depuis que la surtaxe est 
entrée en vigueur, les citoyens 
ont  des  d i f f i cu l té spour  
recharger leurs téléphones 
p o r t a b l e s ,  v u  q u e  l a  
communication est encore 
devenue plus coûteuse et 
insupportable, en particulier 
chez les citoyens moyens. 
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Inclusion financière 2.0

Par Aníbal PeluffoBras de fer entre la LTA 

Des responsables  de 
l ’ U n i o n  d e s  f o r c e s  
démocratiques de Guinée 
(UFDG) ont proféré mardi de 
graves accusations contre la 
Commi s s i on  é lec to ra le  
nationale indépendante 
(CENI). Le parti de Cellou 
Dalein Diallo accuse l’organe 
de gestion des élections de 
rouler pour Alpha Condé.

Selon Aliou Condé, vice-
président chargé des affaires 
politiques de l’UFDG, son 
parti a exprimé auprès de la 
CENI des inquiétudes relatives 
au traitement des procès-
verbaux.

En conférence de presse 
mardi, il a rappelé que 
l’article 83 du code électoral 
stipule que ‘’dans chaque 
bureau de vote, les résultats 
du dépouillement font l’objet 
d’un procès-verbal rédigé à 
l ’ e n c r e  i n d é l é b i l e .  I l  
comporte, s’il y a lieu, des 
observations ou réserves des 
candidats  ou de leurs  
représentants. Le procès-
verbal du dépouillement est 
établissement en plusieurs 
exemplaires signés par les 
membres du bureau de vote. 
Immédiatement après le 

d é p o u i l l e m e n t ,  e t  d è s  
l’établissement du procès-
verbal, le résultat du scrutin est 
rendu public par le président du 
bureau de vote par ses soins 
dans la salle de vote’’.

Il souligne que l’article 85 du 
même code prévoit :’’Il doit être 
remis à chaque représentant de 
candidats ou liste de candidats 
une copie du procès-verbal des 
résultats provisoires’’.

Il a fait savoir à la presse que 
‘’nous avons compris qu’après 
que e la CENI nous ait dit que 
tout le matériel électoral est 
parti sur le terrain, ces fiches 
jusqu’à présent, n’ont pas fini 
d’être conçus. Les commissaires 
ne se sont pas entendus sur ce 
qu’il faut faire. Ça veut donc 
qu’il n’y a pas de PV pour les 
candidats’’.

‘’Quand on voit toutes les 
tractations que la CENI est en 
train de faire pour ne pas donner 
de procès-verbaux, ça veut dire 
que nous allons à une élection 
du jamais vu dans le monde, une 
élection aveugle. Vous êtes dans 
l’élection, mais vous n’avez 
aucun résultat officiel, qui vous 
disent voici le nombre de voix 
que vous avez obtenues dans tel 
bureau de vote’’.

Présidentielle 2020 : l’UFDG accuse la CENI de manœuvrer 
pour déclarer Alpha Condé vainqueur avec 65% des voix
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he Liberia National 
Red Cross Society T(LNRCS) has joined 

the rest of the World to use 
t h i s  y e a r ’ s  G l o b a l  
Handwashing Day as a ‘call to 
action’ for communities to 
celebrate hand hygiene as a 
central part of the ongoing 
global response to COVID-19 

and beyond.
According to a press 

release issued in Monrovia 
Wednesday, 14 October, 
COVID-19 has reminded 
d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  a n d  
communities about the 
importance of hand hygiene, 
but the systems may need to 
be reimagined to sustain a 

different birthdates and four 
y e a r s  o f  b i r t h s  o n  
N w a b u d i k e ’ s  v a r i o u s  
passports.

The LNBA revealed to the 
public that a perusal of 
N w a b u d i k e ’ s  v a r i o u s  
passports showed his birth 
dates as October 19, 1960, 
October 2, 1963, October 2, 
1965 and October 2, 1969.

Besides, the LNBA said it 
gathered that Nwabudike’s 
marriage certificate dated 22 
January 1992 filed by himself 
in handwriting identified him 
as a Nigerian born 19 October 
1960, and not a Liberian, 
opposed to the New Judiciary 
Law providing that persons 
applying for membership to 
the Bar as Attorney – At – Law 
must be citizen of Liberia.

Despite his expulsion from 
the LNBA, the disgraced 
official continues to chair the 
LACC, a position reserved for 
Liberians, despite failing to 
prove he is a naturalized 

culture of hand hygiene.
 The Liberia National Red 

Cross Society issued the 
statement on Wednesday in 
commemoration of the Global 
Handwashing Day under the 
theme: “Hand Hygiene for All.” 

The Red Cross Secretary 
General in the statement calls 
on communities to strengthen 

their commitment to constant 
hand washing to help them 
control COVID-19, prevent 
other new emerging diseases, 
and fight against long term 
challenges like diarrheal 
diseases. 

Mr. Ambullai Perry notes that 
having access to handwashing 
facilities, soap and water is an 

Liberian.
Having worked at Good 

Governance Commission (GC), 
the Nigerian – born Cllr. 
Nwabudike who insists he 
naturalized in 1982 as Liberian, 
was serving a tenure as LACC 
chair when President George 
Manneh Weah appointed him 
this year to head the NEC, his 
third job in less than two years.

Until his nomination by 
President Weah to chair the 
NEC, Cllr. Nwabudike’s previous 
confirmation by the Liberian 
Senate as LACC chair seemed to 
have gone smoothly without 
Liberia’s weak system detecting 
any issues surrounding how he 
acquired Liberian citizenship 
which enabled him to practice 
law here.

In his petition before the 
Civil Law Court, Cllr. Nwabudike 
complained that since his 
admission as member of the 
Supreme Bar as Counsellor – At – 
Law on 21 June 2002, he has 
been and continues to be in 
good standing, serving the LNBA 

important first step, but says 
it needs to be complemented 
with actions to change 
handwashing behavior so that 
handwashing becomes a long-
term habit and a norm. 

Mr. Perry continues that 
although handwashing might 
be simple, it is one of the most 
effective ways to end Covid-
19 and keep the communities 
saved and protected, adding 
that the health benefits of 
handwashing cannot be 
overemphasized. 

The Red Cross at the 
moment is  using local 
languages to engage and 
t e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  
handwashing techniques, 
distributing hand washing 
materials, and setting up 
public handwashing facilities 
to break further transmission 
of Coronavirus and prevent 
the spread of other diseases. 

The Red Cross Secretary 
G e n e r a l  s a y s  h y g i e n e  
promotion should not be 
considered as a one-off event 
but rather an adaptive 
process that gets revised and 
adjusted in order to support 
sustained change, improve 
the health of populations, 
remind the community of 
constant handwashing and 
good hygiene practices and 
encourage self-care to 
promote clean hands.--Press 
release

as its Secretary General.
In addition to practicing 

law here, Nwabudike tells the 
Civil Law Court in his petition 
t h a t  h e  s e r v e d  t h e  
government as chairman of 
t he  Good  Gove rnance  
Commission and Liberia Anti – 
Corrupt ion  Commiss ion  
(LACC) chair, respectively.

However, he tells the Civil 
Law Court that while he was 
serving as LACC Chair [in a 
tenure position which had not 
expired], he was again 
nominated as chairman of the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission (NEC), another 
tenure position, subject to 
confirmation by the Liberian 
Senate.

But Nwabudike notes that 
during his confirmation 
hearing for the NEC top job, 
some senators raised concern 
about alleged inconsistency 
of his passport, university 
records and naturalization 
ce r t i f i ca te  wh ich  had  
prolonged his confirmation 

More headline news   More headline news
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respectively,  amongst others.
At the same time, the 

outgoing Grand Gedeh Senator 
said he will miss his colleagues 
in the senate and thanked the 
Liberian people for the 
opportunity to serve them in 
said position.

."It was wonderful period 
over the nine years, peering 
with high profile personalities. 
The Liberian Senate is an 
institution with enormous 
challenges, so setting up 
statutory committees should 
be  ba sed  on  l e ve l  o f  
education", Sen. Gaye re-
emphasized.

Meanwhile, the leadership 
has honored the ongoing 
senator for his public service. 
"We the secretary of the 
Senate and the President Pro-
Tempore of the Liberian 
Senate and on behalf of the 
Liberian Senate do present to 
Senator G. Alphonso Gaye of 
Grand Gedeh County this 
Certificate of Honor in 

recognition of the services 
rendered to the Government 
and people of Liberia at the 
Legislature as a senator from 
January 2012 to January 
2021”, the certificate read.

Earlier, the Senate Chair on 
Executive, Senator Saah 
Joseph thanked the honoree 
for excellent cooperation with 
his colleagues during his 
tenure. 

"If you want anything to pass 
on this Senator floor, just reach 
to Senator Gaye, he knows how 
to lobby and make things work. 
I experienced it when I was 
c o n t e s t i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  
Executive Chair position", Sen. 
Joseph recalled. 

Tenure of 15 of the 30 
senators at the Capitol expires 
in January, 2021 hence, 
Liberians are gearing up to go 
to the poll to elect new slate of 
15 senators to fill the vacant 
seats. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne
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ways to spread the messages is 
for you to start informing 
others what is meant by 
election violence because 
politicians will want to use you 
during this campaign period." 

Commander Toe reiterated 
that motorcyclists are the ones 
t r a n s p o r t i n g  c i t i z e n s ,  
including supporters of 
candidates to and fro, so they 
need to be educated on the 
danger of electoral violence 
during this critical time of the 
county’s fragile peace.

He promised the Liberia 
National Police continuous 
support to the electoral 
process in the county as 
citizens and candidates 
campaign and go to the poll on 
voting day, which is scheduled 
for December 8, 2020.

 In response, head of the 

Police conduct Police conduct 
Pleebo District Motorcyclists 
Union lauded the Police for 
promoting unity in the district 
and the county at large.

Motorcyclist Morris Sinneh, 
President of the Pleebo District 
Motorcyclists Union said 
though the police are friends of 
c i t i z e n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
motorcyclists, both parties 
should always work together in 
maintaining peace. 

He noted in time past, they 
were mostly referred to as 
rude, useless, arrogant and 
good for nothing just because 
of the job they to survive.

Morris then cautioned his 
colleagues to always respect 
the rule of law in seeking 
redress, while calling on the 
Police to be civil in addressing 
cases to avoid conflict. Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

Liberian Red Cross urges communities to 
sustain handwashing beyond Covid-19

Court prohibits enforcement

hearing for which President 
W e a h  w i t h d r e w  t h e  
nomination “for reasons not 
expressed.”

N w a b u d i k e  s a y s  t h e  
G r i e v a n c e  a n d  E t h i c s  
Committee of the LNBA 
p r o c e e d e d  w i t h  i t s  
investigation against him 
without his participation.

Further, he laments that 
following the Grievance and 
E t h i c s  C o m m i t t e e ’ s  
investigation, the Bar issued a 
press release expelling his 
membership without serving 
him copies of the findings and 

conclusion of its investigation. 
He therefore requests the Civil 
Law Court to review, correct, 
set aside and deny and dismiss 
the decision of the LNBA 
expelling his membership.

Judge Peabody rules that 
the petition for judicial review 
being an appeal filed by 
Nwabudike against the LNBA’s 
decision, it will serve as a stay 
in the enforcement of his 
expulsion from the LNBA 
p e n d i n g  t h e  f i n a l  
determination of the petition 
for judicial review.



It notes that the integrity of 
the FRR used for the 2017 
general and presidential 
elections was challenged by 
the Unity Party (UP) and 
Liberty Party (LP).

Following UP and LP’s 
challenge, the CPP recalls that 
t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
a c k n o w l e d g e d  s e v e r a l  
irregularities in the voter roll 
and ordered the NEC to 
conduct a full cleanup of the 
roll in consultation with and 
information to the political 
parties.

According to the CPP, since 
t he  e xh i b i t i o n  o f  t he  

provisional voters roll was 
carried out on the 12th of June 
2017, the total valid registered 
voters viewed in the database 
was 2,045,483.

From this analysis, CPP says 
the ECOWAS report concluded 
that between the time of the 
exhibition of the FRR and 
declaring the FRR, a total of 
138,146 records were added to 
the voters roll.

The CPP laments that there 

is no evidence up to date that 
these additional 138,146 
voters added to the FRR have 
been removed from the voters 
roll.

It says the findings of a 
technical team deployed to 
Liberia by ECOWAS clearly 
showed that the 2017 Voters 
roll was defective and could 
not form a basis for free, fair 
and credible elections.

The CPP further claims that 
the conclusion is compelling 
and inescapable that 170,000 
suspected duplicates were 
never extracted from the 
voters roll and remain there up 

to date, rendering the FRR 
defective and unfit to lay a 
basis for elections.

It notes that if 170,000 
suspected duplicates were 
removed from the provisional 
registration roll, the total 
number of the voters on the 
FRR ought to have been 
2,012,956 and not 2,183,629 
voters as reported by NEC on its 
final voters roll on 11 
September 2017.
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he full bench of 
Liberia’s Supreme TCourt has scheduled 

to hear an election case filed 
by opposition Collaborating 
Political Parties (CPP) against 
the National  Elections 
Commission, following a 
decision by one of its 
Associate Justices denying 
the CPP’s petition for a writ of 
mandamus to halt the 
election process.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  
a s s i g n m e n t  r e l e a s e d  
Wednesday, 14 October, the 
Supreme Court has set 

Monday, 19 October as the 
date for argument in the case 
at 2:00pm.

In pursuit of a full cleanup 
of the 2017 Voters Roll, the 
CPP petitioned the Supreme 
Court recently, seeking the 
issuance of a Writ of 
Mandamus against  the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission (NEC) and the 
Coalition for Democratic 
C h a n g e  ( C D C )  –  l e d  
Government.

The CPP had complained 
to the Supreme Court that 
with callous disregard of the 
consequences, the NEC had 
failed, neglected and refused 
to clean up the voters roll as 
ordered by the Supreme 
Court, mandated by the 
Liberian Senate, the House of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  
r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  
Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS).

It therefore asked the 
court to issue a writ of 
mandamus and halt the 
election process until the 
Final Registration Roll (FRR) 
of 2017 is fully cleaned up 

assured all Liberians, political 
parties and associations or 
organizations that during the 
ensuing senatorial and all 
other elections here, the 
Supreme Court will continue 
to be fair in its actions and 
decisions, saying the court has 
no friend or foe in deciding 
elections or other cases. 

The CPP’s move to petition 
the Supreme Court came at a 
time there have been dissents 
against the Voter Roll Update 
(VRU) in preparation for the 
December 2020 Senatorial 
Election, with some reports 
suggesting mass voters’ 

trucking and some potential 
voters engaging in multiple 
registrations and obtaining 
multiple voter cards.

CPP which is comprised of 
former ruling Unity Party, 
A l t e r n a t i v e  N a t i o n a l  
Congress, Liberty Party and 
All Liberian Party, says a clear 
and credible Voters Roll is an 
indispensable prerequisite for 
the conduct of free, fair and 
transparent democratic 
elections.

Instead of cleaning up the 
voters roll, the CPP alleges 
that the NEC has with the 
approval of the government, 
unilaterally announced and 
embarked on a mobile voters 
roll update with focus on 
Liberians of voting age 
including those who have 
attained the age of 18 years 
and above.

Further, it says the NEC has 
focused on those who have 
relocated from previous 
voting places to another, 
those who have lost their 
voting cards and those who 
didn’t register during the last 
voter registration in 2017.

ahead of the conduct of the 8 
December 2020 senatorial 
election which has been 
building up serious political 
tension mainly in Montserrado 
County between the opposition 
and the ruling CDC and in few of 
the 15 counties here.

However the Justice in 
Chambers denied the CPP’s 
petition to issue the writ of 
mandamus.

That decision received a 
reaction from former President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf through a 
tweet on Saturday, 10 October 
when she wrote that “The 
recent decision of the Supreme 

Court of Liberia to deny the 
opposition appeal for a cleanup 
of the Voters Roll is a strike at 
our hard earned democracy.”

Besides Mrs.  S i r leaf’s  
reaction, the Liberian National 
Bar Association (LNBA) on 
Monday, 12 October also 
reminded the Supreme Court of 
the grave consequences Liberia 
has suffered due to the crisis 
created out of fraudulent 
elections, challenging the high 
court to therefore demonstrate 
fairness in deciding election 
cases in the next two months 
leading to the senatorial 
election.

At the formal opening of the 
Supreme Court Monday, the 
president of the Liberian 
National Bar Association Cllr. 
TiawonGongloe cautioned the 
court to take judicial notice of 
the historical fact that all 
threats in constitutional and 
other governance of Liberia 
over the years have been 
negat ive ly  impacted by  
electoral dispute.

Meanwhile at the program 
Monday, 12 October, Chief 
Justice Francis S. Korkpor, Sr. 
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erie A announced that 
Juventus have been Sawarded a 3-0 win 

over Napoli after the visitors 
did not travel to Turin for a 
scheduled match on October 
4.

In addition, Napoli have 
been punished with a one-
point deduction for failing to 
turn up for the game at Allianz 
Stadium.

Napoli were blocked from 
travelling to the match by 
local health authorities after 

two players, Piotr Zielinski and 
Eljif Elmas, tested positive for 
Covid-19 along with a member 
of staff at the club.

Though Napoli did not 
travel, Juventus did turn up to 
the game, which was officially 
cancelled 45 minutes after 
kick-off by the referee.

Gennaro Gattuso's side had 
hoped that the match would be 
rescheduled, but a judge from 
Serie A has ruled that "force 
majeure", the legal term for an 
ex t rao rd ina ry  even t  o r  

monetary form were the court 
to lift the restraining order 
pending the outcome of the 
judicial review in respect of 
the peculiar damage.

T h e  L N B A e x p e l l e d  
Nwabudike on 19 June this 
year because it said its 
investigation found that “he 
became a member of the 
L i be r i an  Na t i ona l  Ba r  
A s s o c i a t i o n  t h r o u g h  
fraudulent means,” and the 
Bar’s decision followed his 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  S e n a t e  
confirmation hearing for the 
chairmanship of the National 
Elections Commission (NEC).

Nwabudike’s expulsion 
from the LNBA followed his 
failure to prove during his 
Senate confirmation hearing 
for the NEC top job that he 
had naturalized as a Liberian 
citizen. 

Fol lowing months of  
investigation into his Liberian 
c i t i zen sh i p ,  t he  LNBA 
announced on 19 June that it 
discovered at least four 

ivil Law Court Judge 
J. Kennedy Peabody Chas prohibited the 

L ibe r i an  Nat iona l  Ba r  
Association (LNBA) from 
enforc ing  i t s  dec i s ion  
expelling the membership of 
Nigerian - born Cllr. Ndubuisi 
Nwabudike from the LNBA, 
pending the determination of 
the latter’s petition to the 

court for judicial review.
In the ruling Wednesday, 14 

October,  Judge Peabody 
indicated that Nwabudike had 
informed the court that he has 
no other profession to support 
himself and his family except 
the practice of law.

The judge says the injury 
that Nwabudike would sustain is 
irreparable and is not capable 
of being compensated in any 

circumstance beyond any 
party's control, did not exist in 
this case.

"In the opinion of this sports 
judge, the case of force 
majeure is not proven," a 
statement read.

The judge would go on to 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  N a p o l i ' s  
impediment from travelling to 
Turin was evident only on the 
day of the match, but that the 
club had already decided in the 
days leading up to the game 
that they would not be heading 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10

Court prohibits enforcement of Nwabudike’s expulsion

Juventus awarded 3-0 win after Napoli no-show

By Winston W. Parley
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