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EL AVIV – When the Jewish new year began 
late last month, Israel was enduring its Tsecond nationwide lockdown, after daily per 

capita COVID-19 infection and death rates reached 
some of the world’s highest levels. How did a 
country with practically closed external borders, 
sophisticated technological and institutional 
capacities, a high-quality and efficient health-care 
system, and a culture of solidarity in wartime fail so 
spectacularly at addressing the pandemic?

Although long years of neoliberal economics have 
certainly taken their toll on the country’s welfare 
system, the answer lies elsewhere. Partly, it is 
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu’s deceitful, 
divisive approach to managing the crisis – and to 
governing more generally – that has been laid bare. 
But, more fundamentally, Israel’s pandemic failure 
reflects the deeply fragmented society and 
dysfunctional political system of which Netanyahu 
has taken advantage throughout his career.

The virus has exposed Israel as a polarized 
federation, whose various tribes put their sectarian 
interests ahead of the common good. The ultra-
Orthodox community, for example, has sought to 
exercise its autonomy above all – and it has paid the 
price, with the country’s highest COVID-19 
infection rates. Though this community comprises 
only about 12% of Israel’s population, it accounts for 
about half of all infected people over 65 and under 
18. Until recently, Israel’s Arab community – 21% of 
the population – did not lag far behind.

But Israel’s minorities do not have a monopoly on 
the defiance of norms. Breaking conventions, an 
innate lack of discipline, and disregard for authority 
– the very traits to which some experts attribute the 
country’s extraordinary creativity as a “startup 
nation” – are national hallmarks. Netanyahu and his 
ministers who were caught violating the 
precautionary rules they had imposed on the 
country reflect a broader phenomenon: The 
government hasn’t exactly been a role model for 
the unruly public.

Netanyahu has built his career on stoking sectarian 
divisions. In contrast to French President Emmanuel 
Macron, who has now launched a campaign against 
“Islamist separatism” in France, Netanyahu has 
thrived on a rapidly escalating Kulturkampf. In 
particular, he has formed a corrupt coalition with 
the ultra-Orthodox community, whose political 
support he has bought with the labor and sacrifice 
of other segments of society.1

For starters, he actively encourages the 
unproductive, burdensome lifestyle of the ultra-
Orthodox, who have staggeringly high fertility rates 
(averaging 7.1 children per woman, compared to 
3.1 overall). Moreover, barely half of ultra-
Orthodox men participate in the labor market. And 
the community includes about 135,000 yeshiva 
students, who refuse military service and study only 
scripture – an education that leaves them unfit for 
modern life.

Who pays for this lifestyle? Israel’s dynamic secular 
middle class, which produces much of the country’s 
wealth, carries the burden of military service, and 
accounts for a large share of the government’s tax 
revenues.

Now, the pandemic is compounding these costs. 
Rather than heeding expert advice and imposing 
targeted lockdowns on hard-hit communities – such 
as the ultra-Orthodox – Netanyahu chose 
nationwide measures, punishing the groups that 

make Israel’s economy run to avoid targeting a key 
constituency. The entire country is effectively a 
hostage to political expediency.

But Netanyahu’s motivation for imposing another 
lockdown extends well beyond mollifying the ultra-
Orthodox community. His corruption trial, which has 
already been delayed by his lawyers’ obstructive 
tactics, will resume in January. Netanyahu would 
eschew no dirty trick to disrupt the proceedings, 
which threaten to keep his bribery and corruption 
scandals, and questions about his fitness to lead, in 
the national consciousness.

Netanyahu’s anti-corruption trial is definitely also a 
key motive for his repeated thwarting of an 
agreement on a new budget. As long as there is no 
agreement, there will be regular opportunities to 
dissolve parliament and hold new elections, an 
outcome that might finally enable Netanyahu to form 
a coalition willing to bar the indictment of a serving 
prime minister.

To be sure, in late August, Netanyahu agreed to a 100-
day extension with his coalition partner, the Blue and 
White party’s Benny Gantz, narrowly avoiding Israel’s 
fourth election in two years. But that probably 
reflects the fact that opinion polls indicate a sharp 
decline in support for Netanyahu’s Likud party. 
Netanyahu probably hopes that this will change by 
the time the next budget deadline arrives.

In the meantime, he is hoping to change the 
conversation, not by providing real leadership, but by 
stifling dissent. He has been using the COVID-19 crisis 
as a pretext for conducting China-style digital 
surveillance and sharply limiting the freedom to 
protest.

Mass demonstrations over Netanyahu’s alleged 
corruption and the government’s handling of the 
pandemic have been raging for months. To get 
protesters off the streets – and out of the news – 
Netanyahu backed a rule banning protesters from 
holding demonstrations more than one kilometer 
(0.61 miles) from their place of residence, under the 
guise of stopping the spread of COVID-19. The 
measure was also aimed at appeasing his Orthodox 
allies, as it created a false symmetry between the ban 
on protests in open spaces (where the risk of infection 
is minimal) and the restriction of prayers in 
synagogues (a hotspot of infections).

But the move backfired. Unable to participate in the 
single localized protest in front of the prime 
minister’s Jerusalem residence, demonstrators began 
protesting close to home – all across the country.

This nationwide display of popular rage is also a 
model of creative, orderly civic resistance. The array 
of groups leading the charge – with names such as 
“Black Flag” and “Crime Minister” – largely comprise 
young, educated, and conscientious Israelis and many 
self-employed workers facing severe economic 
hardship. They are unlikely to give up easily, despite 
Netanyahu’s best efforts.

But while Netanyahu’s narcissistic leadership 
demands resistance, the upheaval in Israel carries 
significant risks. Israel is besieged not only by a 
deadly virus, but by identity politics, sectarian strife, 
and dishonest leadership. As the economic 
consequences of lockdown multiply, social and 
political tensions will only rise. As President Reuven 
Rivlin noted ominously last week, “The air is full of 
gunpowder.”

Israel is besieged not only by a deadly virus, but by identity politics, sectarian strife, and 
dishonest leadership. As the economic consequences of lockdown multiply, social and 
political tensions will only rise.
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Welcoming IIA’s effort in 
auditors’ mysterious deaths
NEWS THAT THE Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) in Lake Mary 
Florida, America, has written the United States Government to help 
with investigation into the mysterious deaths of four government 
employees in Liberia, including three professional auditors and a 
manager is encouraging. It is not just welcoming but would bring 
relief to families of the victims, who are very eager to establish how 
their relatives died suspiciously at different times under separate 
circumstances.

PRESIDENT GEORGE MANNEH Weah while speaking at his family 
church in Rehab Community outside Monrovia recently, appealed to 
the U.S. government to assist with investigation into the mysterious 
deaths that have left Monrovia residents panicking and restless.

IIA PRESIDENT AND Chief Executive Officer Richard F. Chambers in a 
formal communication to U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
dated 16 October 2020 writes, “While evidence of any wrongdoing in 
the recent deaths of the four auditors so far appears inconclusive, 
the United States and Liberia have a special relationship dating back 
more than 160 years and supporting this notable ally would be an 
important gesture of our countries' commitment to each other's 
security.”

THE LETTER WITH copy published online, continues: “As you may be 
aware, four government auditors in Liberia, including the country's 
senior auditor, recently met with their untimely deaths, and it is our 
understanding that Liberia President George Weah has reached out 
to the United States for help in investigating the incidents. The 
Institute of Internal Auditors, a U.S.-based organization 
representing public-and private-sector auditors in Liberia and 
nearly 200 countries and territories, respectfully urges you to 
accept President Weah's request and authorize the assistance of 
appropriate U.S. expertise and resources to help review 
circumstances around the deaths.”

WE HAIL MR. CHAMBERS for selflessly moving to solicit his 
government's support, as earlier requested by President George 
Weah in unearthing facts surrounding the mysterious deaths. This 
important to lay all misinformation, disinformation and 
interpretations to rest, and bring perpetrators to justice. 

WE BELIEVE WHOEVER did those killings along with their 
accomplices has again beamed the world's attention on Liberia for 
all sinister motives, particularly just as the country prepares for 
senatorial election and national referendum in December.

NOT ONLY THAT, these suspicious deaths signal to the rest of the 
world that Liberia is not safe for investment and economic activities 
thus, subjecting the country to isolation and abandonment.

THIS IS WHY it is very important that Liberian authorities exert all 
efforts to get to the bottom of these mysterious deaths to restore 
public confidence both at home and abroad.

IT IS OUR hope that Secretary of State Pompeo would respond 
favorably to the request to put U.S. government's expertise and 
resources at the disposal of the Government of Liberia in 
professionally bringing these matters that seem very related to 
close. 

IT IS HIGHLY regrettable and disappointing that these fine sons and a 
daughter of our country - Albert Peters, Assistant Commissioner for 
Internal Audit, Liberia Revenue Authority; Victoria Asmah 'Gifty' 
Lamah, Manager, Tax Payer Services Division, LRA; George Fahnboto, 
Auditor, LRA; and Emmanuel BartenNyeswa, Director-General, 
Internal Audit Agency of Liberia respectively, were discovered dead 
at different locations in just over eight days, from October 3-10, 
2020.

Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 
UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  

Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, +231-886978282 / 
+231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan 
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How Israel Failed 
Its COVID Test

By Shlomo Ben-ami
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father to allow his son Blamo, Jr. to go 
to Bomi Hill at the Jungle Gym 
Diamond Creek to help fix his 
motorbike.

While preparing for service on 
Sunday morning, Lovettee Johnson 
narrates that they were surprised to 
receive a call informing them that 
their children got drowned in the river 
and since then, their bodies are yet to 
be found.

Police Spokesman Moses Carter says 
the report received at central from the 
police investigators in Bong County 
says a canoe carrying six people 
allegedly sank in the St. Paul River, 
adding that three persons survived 
while the other three remain at large. 

The three persons that are at large 
are said to be the strangers allegedly 
hired by St. Moses to travel to Bong 
Mines for the work. 

But the daughter of Mr. Robert 
Blamo, Sr., Robertline Blamo tells the 
NewDawn that her father and the 
families of the other missing men were 
told by community dwellers that the 
information that a canoe sank in the 
river in their town was strange news to 
them.

Robertline explains that the 
information provided by the residents 
of Bong Mines prompted a serious 
protest in the town from the aggrieved 
families.

According to her, riot police moved 
to the scene and put everyone indoor, 
but her father Mr. Blamo and the other 
aggrieved families are planning to 
work with the elders and the 
traditional leaders of the town to find 
out if there is any possibility that their 
children might have broken any rule 
within the town for which could be 
held.

Robertline concludes that since the 
missing children’s families arrived in 
Bong Mines, Bong County, they have 
not seen or heard anything from Mr. 
Moses Ahoussouhe who had allegedly 
hired them before they went missing.

She  c la ims  that  the  on ly  
information they have gathered from 
Moses is that he is afraid of unveiling 
himself to the families because they 
might want to do harm to him.  

On Wednesday, 21 October families 
of the three missing men intensified 
protest at the St. Moses Funeral 

owners along the street directing them 
to the office of Mayor Koijee, saying 
that was a direct order issued by him.

“We have to avoid the traffic 
congestion,” said a spokesman of 
Mayor Koijee.  Asked if there were any 
prior warning in the form of an official 
communication that as of this date 
authorities would have enforced this 
measure, Koijee’s public relations 
officer said no, but that “city parking 
attendants had been warning 
commuters for a week.”

Parlour on the Somalia Drive, 
demanding their children from Moses 
Ahoussouhe.

The family of one of the missing 
men, Siafa Boimah, joined Bloma’s 
family with support from friends and 
besieged the main road opposite the 
St. Moses Funeral Home for hours, 
causing a huge traffic.

Officers of the Liberia national 
Police (LNP) later moved in for the 
third and put things under control.

Speaking on behalf of missing 
Siafa’s family at the protest scene, 
Hassan Ryan Kamara tells this paper 
that their family strongly do not want 
to believe the many stories coming 
from Bong Mines, Bong County that a 
canoe carrying six people sank in the 
St. Paul River and only the three 
strangers on board got drowned.

Mr. Kamara explains that prior to 
the incident, victim Siafa Boimah 
worked as an electrical technician 
with a mining company that is in 
alleged partnership with Moses 
Ahoussouhe’s mining company.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  M o s e s  
Ahoussouhe allegedly decided not to 
use the same protocol in doing 
business with the mining company, but 
hired Siafa Boimah as an individual to 
do some electrical work for him at his 
diamond creek in Bong Mines.

“When we got the news on Sunday 
that our brother and his friends got 
drowned in the river, we contacted our 
family member who is ranking leader 
in the society over there,” says 
Kamara.

According to Kamara, his brother 
told the family that he suspects foul 
play in the matter.

For her part, victim Siafa Boimah’s 
fiancée Zenebu Dukuly narrates that 
on Wednesday, 14 October, Siafa 
returned from work and started 
making a list of electrical materials.

She says Siafa told her that he was 
going out of town to be back on Friday, 
16 October, but she got the news on 
Sunday that Siafa’s phones had been 
ringing with someone allegedly 
aborting the calls.

Zenebu laments that she and her 
three years old daughter have been 
home alone why worrying and praying 
that Siafa would return home safely.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

He said, the abrupt action by his 
boss is part of the City Ordinance law 
and therefore insisted that the move is 
to restore some order on the street.

Early this year, just days before the 
Coronavirus lock down here, Koijee 
visiting the central Waterside Market 
instructed that all stores be painted in 
the country’s national color-red, white 
and blue.

His orders are immediate and 
abrupt and give no prior warning to 
business owners or users.

Bong Mines residents 
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No,  First Name
 

Middle 
Name

 
Last Name
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Position
 

Community

1  George    Koon  m  Campaign Manager  Bonge Mines  Brige

2  Emmanuel  A  Toe  m  
Campaign Manager  

Point 4

3
 
Jonathn

   
wallance

 
m

 

Campaign Manager
 Popo Beach 

4
 
Rebecca 

   
Seeboe

 
F

 

Campaign Manager
 

Super Market /Caldwell 
Road 

5

 

Andrew 

   

Togbaseh

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 
Coloner West 

6

 

Maxmillioon

   

Manning 

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 
Fundaye

7

 

Samson 

   

Klarry

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Lagoon 

8

 

Amos 

   

Kippi

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Central NKT-1

9

 

Dell 

 

E

 

Worjoh

 

F 

 

Campaign Manager

 

Central NKT- 2

10

 

Alexander 

   

Winton

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Momboe Town West 

11

 

Abraham 

   

Wreh

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Momboe Town East  

12

 

Prince 

   

Kekeh

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Trown

13

 

Moses 

   

Weah

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Tweh Farm

14

 

Daniel 

   

Swen

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Nyuanpanton

15

 

Success 

   

Fahnbulleh

 

F

 

Campaign Manager

 

Sarnor Yard 

16

 

Juris 

 

K.K 

 

Nagbe 

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Karpeh street 

17

 

Prince 

   

Kuku 

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Kissi Camp

18

 

Sylvester 

   

Sonnie

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Whea Town 

19

 

Massa 

   

Carmue

 

M

 

Campaign Manager

 

Central St Paul Brd

20 Jonathn Curtis M
Campaign Manager

 

Zuma Town

21 Andrew Saah M
Campaign Manager

Bassa Town

22 Wesley Tarpeh M
Campaign Manager

Zinc Camp

23 Issac Wesley M
Campaign Manager

Crab Hole

24 Jimmy Johnson M
Campaign Manager

Island

25 Sieh Tolbert F
Campaign Manager

Coast Guard Base

26 Mohammed Kanneh M
Campaign Manager

Gbalasuah

27 Roland Gahjay M
Campaign Manager

Kuwait 

Zones

 

Names

 

Gender

 

Community

 

Party Positions

1.

 

ArchieNewton

 

Male

 

ain Track Community

 

Campaign Manager

2.

 

ThomasO. Kiahon Sr.

 

Male

 

ed Field Community

 

Campaign Manager

3.

 

JamesJ.Logan

  

Banjor Beach, Blessing

 

Campaign Manager

4.

 

EdwardB. Johnson

 

Male

  

Campaign Manager

5.

 

AsieM.Mnapoh

 

Female

  

Campaign Manager

6.

 

AloysiousN. Doe

 

Male

  

Campaign Manager

7.

 

ChrisK.Larkie

 

Male

 

Bay Community

 

Campaign Manager

8.

 

AlexB.Dennis

 

Male

 

onoshop, Broom C

 

Campaign Manager

9.

 

GasumuJ.Kamara

 

Male

  

Campaign Manager

10.

 

Tee-TwehSonpon

 

Male

 

Freetown Virginia

 

Campaign Manager

11.

 

JosephGoerh

 

Male

 

Christopolis

 

Campaign Manager

12.

 

IsaacB.Dennis

 

Male

 

lson Corner-Khath

 

Campaign Manager

13.

 

WilliamsV.Johnson

 

Male

 

Blamasee-Kpakor

 

Campaign Manager

14.

 

ChamiyorBridges, Jr.

 

Male

 

ush/ Christian Com

 

Campaign Manager

15.

 

AmosF. Kokowolo

 

Male

 

or,Jerusalem, Bale

 

Campaign Manager

16.

 

JohnBrownTarquoi

 

Male

 

n, Jartu Town, Jone

 

Campaign Manager

17.

 

Mr. ZowannahB.Porter Sr.

 

Male

 

wn-Gbondoi-Ganu

 

Campaign Manager

18.

 

Eastman D.Darkemue

 

Male

  

Campaign Manager

19.

 

ThomasS.Cassell

 

Male

 

Cheesemanburg

 

Campaign Manager

20.

 

MorrisDukuly

 

Male

 

pperCheesemanb

 

Campaign Manager

21.

 

JamesS.Bryant

 

Male

 

Corner/ Central Ro

 

Campaign Manager

22.

 

RafinahS. Jetoh

 

Male

 

nd Beach/ Royesvi

 

Campaign Manager

23.

 

MorrisRichard

 

Male

 

Clay Asland

 

Campaign Manager

24.

 

CyrusM.Sumo

 

Male

 

Clay Asland

 

Campaign Manager

25.

 

KiazahN. Kollie

 

Male

 

MillsburgTownshi

 

Campaign Manager

26.

 

AustinT.Dumuuorh

 

Male

 

Kpakor Beach

 

Campaign Manager

27. ChristopherN. Taylor Male al Arthingzoo/Dillio Campaign Manager

28. MomoMoore Male konClaArthenqtr Campaign Manager

29. AbsdntieT. Davis Male vea Clan &Bonode Campaign Manager

30. Abraham Kollie Male Moiwa Clan Campaign Manager

Koijee’s order leaves
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h e  N a t i o n a l  
E l e c t i o n s  
Commission, (NEC), T

Legal Section will this Friday 
conduct the first in a series of 
two days Legal Awareness 
Forum in the City of Gbarnga, 
Bong County. 

A statement from the 
Legal Section of NEC issued 
Wednesday 21 October 2020 
says 150 stakeholders, 

including County Attorneys 
and Judges, Local and 
Traditional Leaders from the 
fifteen political Sub-divisions 
of Liberia will form a part of 
the discussions during the 
Legal Awareness Forum. 
Other stakeholders from Civil 
Soc iety  Organ izat ions ,  
including Women and Youth 
Groups,  and Academic 
Institutions and Faith Based 

the post elections period will 
form parts of the objectives, 
the NEC’S Legal Section 
statement says.

Sensitizing citizens about 
p u r s u i n g  n o n - v i o l e n t  
elections and ensuring 
equitable and increased 
participation in all aspects of 
the electoral processes and 
sustained engagements with 
the legal practitioners and 
voters is paramount and an 
effective mechanism to 
b u i l d i n g  a n  i n f o r m e d  
democratic society, the Legal 
Section of NEC statement 
concludes.

In a related development, 
the Communications Section 
of the National Elections 
Commission will tomorrow, 
Thursday 22 October 2020 
conduct the second in the 
series of two days 2020 
Election Reporting Journalists 
Courage training focusing on 
Understanding Campaign 
Procedures, Offenses, and 
Expenses and election day 
news reporting.

Near l y  75  e lec t ions  
reporting journalists from 
Bong, Lofa, Grand Gedeh, 
Margibi, Maryland and host 
Nimba County are expected to 
also participate in the 
validation of the Code of 
C o n d u c t  f o r  M e d i a  
practitioners mainly elections 
reporting journalists, under 
the sponsorship of the United 
N a t i o n s  D e v e l o p m e n t  
P r o g r a m ,  U N D P  a n d  
collaboration with the Press 
Union of Liberia, PUL.  

Organizations as well as the 
Disabled Community.

The Legal Section of NEC 
says the overriding objectives 
of the legal awareness forum is 
to increase legal practitioners 
and Electorates understanding 
on the basis for conducting the 
Special Senatorial Election, 
( S S E ) ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Referendum and the By-
elections jointly slated for 8 

December 2020.
Building the confidence in 

the electoral management 
body’s ability to conduct free, 
fair and transparent elections 
on 8 December 2020, enhancing 
citizen’s participation in the 
democratic process and to 
provide practical information 
of the legal process in election 
to reduce the number of 
complaints especially during 

More headline news   More headline news

iberia’s Minister of 
Transport Samuel A. 
Wlue says, if road L

accidents in Liberia must be 
reduced, the Liberia National 
Police (LNP) should be 
prov ided  a l l  necessary  
logistical support to enhance 
its operations.

The Transport Minister 
spoke on Wednesday, 21 

O c t o b e r  d u r i n g  
Implementation of Road Safety 
Action Plan Installation 
ce remony  ( Pi l l a r  Tw o )  
involving street naming, 
traffic warning and counties’ 
welcome signs for Monrovia 
and its environs at the 
premises of the ministry.

Minister Wlue notes that 
installation of road safety, 
street naming, traffic warning 

established that Sayon is not a 
licensed driver to operate a 
motor vehicle and there was 
no valid insurance which is a 
wanton disregard for the 
safety of persons.

The court indicates that 
Sayon’s acts contravene 
Section 2.80 of the Vehicle and 
Traffic of the Republic of 
Liberia.

In an interview with the 
defendant at the court, he 
explains that he was picking up 
a passenger on Broad Street on 
Tuesday, 20 October when he 
got questioned by an officer as 
to why he had to stop allegedly 
at a bus stop.

He claims that he has a 
license and the car in question 
is allegedly insured. However 
Sayon indicates that he has 
already misplaced his driver’s 
license after an accident that 
occured before his encounter 

and counties’ welcome signs 
are significant to enhance 
movement of vehicles and 
people across the country.

He  l aud s  t he  I n te r -
Ministerial Council of the Road 
Safety Secretariat for the 
wonderful work carried out, 
which he says, will provide 
b e t t e r  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  
pedestrians and moving 

objects.
Police Inspector General 

Col. Patrick Sudue warns 
vehicle operators to adhere to 
all traffic signs erected 
particularly in Monrovia, 
warning that any vehicle 
speeding beyond 30 miles per 
hour would be chased after by 
the Police and said operator 
prosecuted.

with the officer in central 
Monrovia.

“I have a license but,” he 
alleges, saying he got a new 
driver’s license last month but 
he didn’t go to the court to 
challenge the officer.

He says he only wants to 
appeal to the judge, asking the 
judge to call Zone 9 Police 
Depot to confirm that he has 
documents for his vehicle.

“Please I did not [come] 
here for [a] challenge; I want 
you to understand that 
please,” he says during the 
interview, adding that he 
didn’t go to the court with a 
lawyer because he never 
intended challenging the 
ticket issued by the police.

“I came to find a remedy so I 
can be able to, because the car 
is parked at Slipway Depot,” he 
concludes.

NEC to conduct legal awareness

onrovia Traff ic  
Court Judge Atty. MKarsor K. Zubah has 

jailed a commercial driver 
identified as Siaka Sayon for 
operating a taxi cab in central 
Monrovia without a driver’s 
license. Sayon’s jail term is 
unspecified in the court 
document. 

I n  a  c o m m i t m e n t  
addressed to Monrovia 
C e n t r a l  P r i s o n  
Superintendent Col. Varney 
G. Lake Wednesday, 21 
October, Judge Zubah gave 
instruction to the prison 
authority to receive in his 
legal custody the living body 
of Mr. Sayon, operator of a 
vehicle bearing plate number 
TX-10395.

Sayon faces charges of 
operating a vehicle without 
license and no insurance in 
violation of the law.

A writ of arrest issued 

Monrovia, precisely at Broad 
a n d  J o h n s o n  S t r e e t s  
intersection.

According to the court, the 
Liberia National Police (LNP) 

against Sayon explains that the 
police had complained against 
the accused that on 20 October 
at about 18:07hrs, he operated 
a commercial vehicle in 

Commercial driver jailed for lack of license
By Winston W. Parley

Siaka Sayon the convicted driver 

Transport Minister 
installs travel signs
-seeks logistical support for Police

By Emmanuel Mondaye

CONT’D ON PAGE 10

Minister of Transport Samuel A. Wlue 

NEC Boss, Davidetta Browne Lansanah
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More headline news   More headline news

h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Foreign Affairs holds Ta four-day retreat 

here under the theme, 
“Envisioning and enhancing 
the future of the Foreign 
Policy of the Republic of 
Liberia during and post-
Covid-19.’’ The retreat runs 
from 20 to 23, October 2020.

Newly confirmed Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Dee 
Maxwell Saah Kemayah said 
p r i o r  t o  c o m i n g  i n  
government, he had always 
considered the international 
c o m m u n i t y  a s  a n  
indispensable asset to 
Liberia’s reconstruction 
drive.

He vowed under his 
administration to leave no 
stone unturned in working 

the country forward.
Minister Kemayah added 

that he will work with the 

with var ious  d ip lomatic  
miss ions  by  cons ider ing  
recommendations to moving 

Liberia continues to suffer 
tragic road accidents across 
the country, resulting loss of 
lives and properties with the 
latest occurring on Tuesday, 20 
October 2020 in Bong County, 
taking away six lives.

IG Sudue describes as 
unfortunate and disgusting, 
behavior of some Liberians, 
who destroy and remove 
important road safety traffic 
signs in the streets, intended 
to provide direction to both 
human beings and vehicles.

He recalls that several solar 
panel  streetl ight  poles  
installed along the streets 
were brought down by 
unscrupulous Liberians, while 
others were destroyed by 
vehicle operators.

 He explains that roads, 
street signs and street naming 
p r o v i d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
information especially, for 
tourists and other foreign 
nationals visiting Liberia for 
the first time.

 The Police Inspector 
General encourages vehicle 
operators to observe traffic 
signs erected in the streets in 
order to avoid over speeding 
and accidents.

Acting Minister of Public 
Works, Madam Ruth Coker-
Collins, who officially erected 
the first street naming sign of 

international community at 
bilateral level to enhance 
international cooperation.

He said the retreat will 
focus on four key areas of the 
Foreign Ministry namely; Home 
Office, Foreign Service, which 
comprises ambassadors and 
other Foreign Service officers 
and Honorary Counsels.

He added that the retreat 
will also derive what should be 
done in both Covid-19 and 
post-Covid-19 eras, noting 
that nothing will be achieved if 
the Ministry continues to wait 
for total elimination of the 
Coronvirus.

“Over the next four days we 
hope to realize and discover 
what the MOFA can need at its 
best, to identify an element of 
success of the theme of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
i den t i f y  t he  s t r eng th ,  
weaknesses,

Carey/Camp Johnson Road, 
expressed gratitude to Minister 
Samuel Wlue and the entire 
membership of the Inter-
Ministerial Council for helping 
to save lives and properties.

Deputizing for Education 
Minister D. AnsuSonii, Deputy 
Educat i on  M in i s te r  f o r  
Instruction Alexander N. Duopu 
said installation of traffic and 
road signs provides a safe 
environment.

Providing a brief overview 
of the Road Safety Secretariat 
(RSS), its Coordinator Samuel 
Wonasue said, as a result of the 
RSS  ac t i v i t i e s ,  severa l  
Liberians were able to travel 
out of the country to build 
t h e i r  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s ,  
knowledge and capacity, 
among others.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h r o u g h  
supplier HG Signs and the 
Infrastructure Implementation 
Unit with funding from the 
L i b e r i a  R o a d  A s s e t  
M a n a g e m e n t  P r o j e c t  
(LIBRAMP) and International 
Development Association 
(IDA)/World Bank, the RSS has 
acquired about 22 pieces of 
counties’ welcome signs, 325 
pieces of street name signs, 
and 475 pieces of traffic 
warning signs respectively, to 
be installed across the country. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

threat of the MOFA and the 
Foreign Service and to 
determine a way forward 
aimed at enhancing a clear 
vision of the President, the 
CDC and the Ministry.’’

Over 100 participants are 
attending the retreat, which is 
largely seen here as a kick-off 
for the new Foreign Minister.

Kemayah noted the retreat 
is also intended to stimulate a 
stronger sense of belonging at 
the Ministry and at the end, 
employees will derive a 
concept document that would 
reflect views of all.

Until his appointment to the 
Foreign Ministry by President 
Weah recently, Mr. Kemayah 
s e r v e d  a s  A m b a s s a d o r  
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  a n d  
P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y,  a n d  
Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations. -Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

Starts from page 10

 partnership has 
b e g u n  b e t w e e n  AP u b l i c  H e a l t h  

Initiative Liberia (PHIL) and 
MERCK & Co, an American 
Multinational Pharmaceutical 
company for the conduct of 
soc ia l  mobi l i zat ion  to  
increase the demand for the 
Human Papilloma or HPV 
Vaccine for the prevention of 
Cervical Cancer.

PHIL in fulfillment of the 
partnership is currently 
working with the Ministry of 
Health’s Expanded Program 
on Immunization (EPI) to 
c o n d u c t  t h e  s o c i a l  
mobilization and community 
engagement exercises to 
increase the demand for the 
HPV vaccine in the country.

Cervical Cancer is caused 

 In November of 2019, the 
government of  L iber ia  
through the Ministry of 
Health’s Expanded Program 
on Immunization with support 
from Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance launched the HPV 
Vaccine as part of the routine 
immunization services for 
girls at the age of 9 to prevent 
Cervical Cancer.

Given that HPV is a sexually 
transmitted infection, the 
vaccine is highly effective 
when  admin i s te red  to  
children. Currently, the 
government is prioritizing 
girls that are nine-years-old.

The vaccination is ongoing 
at all public and private 
health facilities in the 15 
counties that do offer 
immunization services and is 
being administered twice, 
one after every six months for 
girls at the age of nine.

The need for the ongoing 
mobilization and community 
engagements cannot be 
overemphasized as the 
shutdown of schools coupled 
with the fear of visiting 
facilities because of COVID-19 
among Liberians has affected 
the demand generation 
activities around this vaccine.

PHIL executive Director 
Madam Joyce L. Kilikpo 
believes that the support 
from MERCK came at a critical 
time as all efforts are being 
made by governments and 
p a r t n e r s  i n  e n s u r i n g  
important services such as 
routine immunization is not 
affected badly due to the 

by the Human Papilloma Virus 
(HPV) which is the leading cause 
of cancer found in Liberian 
women between the ages of 15 
to 45-years. Studies found that 
there are over 100 types of HPV, 
with at least 14 known to cause 
cancer. According to WHO, 
types 16 and 18 are mostly 
responsible for 70percent of 
cervical cancer cases in the 

world. HPV is the main cause of 
cervical cancer, which is 
leading cancer in Liberia 
women between the ages of 15 
and 45. Studies found that there 
are over 100 types of HPV, with 
at least 14 known to cause 
cancer. According to the WHO, 
types 16 and 18 are mostly 
responsible for 70 percent of 
cervical cancer cases. 

PHIL, MERCK partner to reach girls 
with HPV vaccine in Liberia

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Foreign Minister vows to 
foster bilateral relations 

By Bridgett Milton

Grab a copy of today’s edition
or visit: https://thenewdawnliberia.com/

Minister of Foreign Affairs Dee Maxwell Saah Kemayah



ope Francis is calling 
for same-sex couples 
t o  h a v e  l e g a l  P

protection when forming civil 
partnerships, the BBC reports.

The Potif’s latest comment 
comes as a clear contradiction 
on his earlier stance on 
homosexual marriage, having 
been reportedly quoted as 
saying, that legally equating 
same-sex relationships to 
heterosexual marriages would 
be "an  anthropolog ica l  
regression".

Pope Francis had also said 
that if same-sex couples were 
allowed to adopt, "there could 
be affected children ... every 
person needs a male father 
and a female mother that can 
help them shape their  
identity".

But the BBC says speaking in 
a TV documentary called 
Francesco just released in 
Rome, the Pope, in an 
apparent turnaround, said 
that nobody should be thrown 
out or be made miserable 
because they are homosexual.

Correspondents say it's 
thought to be the first time he 
has suggested civil law should 
support LGBT couples in a 
partnership.

O b s e r v e r s  s a y  t h e  
comments are his clearest 
r e m a r k s  y e t  o n  g a y  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i n  a  
documentary directed by 
Evgeny Afineevsky.

"Homosexual people have a 
right to be in a family," he said 
in the film, which according to 
the BBC, premiered on 
Wednesday, 21 October 2020, 
saying "They are children of 
God and have a right to a 
family. Nobody should be 
thrown out or made miserable 
over it.”

Pope Francis: "What we 
have to create is a civil union 
law. That way they are legally 
covered."

The film Francesco, about 
the life and work of Pope 
Francis, premiered as part of 
the Rome Film Festival.

As well as the Pope's 

comments on civil unions, the 
f i l m  a l s o  s h o w s  h i m  
encouraging two gay men to 
attend church with their three 
children.

The BBC notes that this is his 
first vocal backing as Pope - 
and will undoubtedly be 
welcomed by many on the 
more liberal wing of the church 
a n d  c r i t i c i s e d  b y  t h e  
conservatives.

Pope Francis's biographer, 
Austen Ivereigh, told the BBC 
he was "not surprised" by the 
latest comments.

"This was his position as 
Archbishop of Buenos Aires," 
said Mr Ivereigh. "He was 
always opposed to marriage 
being for same-sex couples. 
But he believed the church 
should advocate for a civil 
union law for gay couples to 
give them legal protection."

Under current Catholic 
doctrine, gay relationships are 
referred to as "deviant 
behaviour".

In 2003, the Vatican's 
d o c t r i n a l  b o d y,  t h e  

Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith, said that "respect 
for homosexual persons cannot 
lead in any way to approval of 
homosexual behaviour or to 
l e g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
homosexual unions".

It remains to be seen how 
the Catholic Church in Africa, 
including Liberia would react 
to the Potif’s latest stance on 
such an issue that has shook 
the Roman Catholic Church 
globally  to its foundation, 
with victims coming public 
after years. 

The BBC says in 2019, the 
Southern African Catholic 
Bishops' Conference (SACBC) 
admitted that 35 cases of 
clerical abuse of minors have 
been reported in South Africa 
since 2003, and three priests 
were defrocked, and one is 
serving a life sentence for the 
crime, while in Liberia, a 
former priest wrote to the 
Vatican alleging sexually 
predatory behaviour by two 
bishops.
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he ruling Coalition 
f o r  D e m o c r a t i c  TChange (CDC) has 

announced its national 
campaign team that will 
coordinate the affairs of the 
party during the senatorial 
election scheduled for 8 
December.

15 seats in the Liberian 
Senate will be contested for 
th is  December at  the 
expiration of the nine years 
tenure each of 15 incumbent 
senators from 15 counties in 

order to complete the Senate 
seats of a total of 30.

Speaking at a press 
conference in Monrovia, 
Wednesday, 21 October CDC’s 
n a t i o n a l  c h a i r m a n  
MulbahMorlu said veteran 
politician and Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
Executive Director Professor 
Wilson K. Tarpeh will head the 
campaign team.

The senatorial election has 
witnessed a series of tension, 

COVID19 outbreak as was 
seen during the Ebola 
outbreak of 2014-2015.

As was with the lockdown 
requirement, planned health 
facility outreach activities 
and mass campaigns were all 
suspended as such, the 
country is seeing a reduction 
in routine immunization 
coverage particularly, the 
HPV Vaccine which was 
introduced barely 3 months 
before the Coronavirus 
outbreak.  

“We cannot afford to let 
the history repeat itself as 
was with Ebola. With lessons 
learned from Ebola, our focus 
i s  a g a i n  c o m m u n i t y  
engagement for the uptake of 
r o u t i n e  i m m u n i z a t i o n  
services - it is at the front and 
center of what we do during 
this fight against the COVID-
19 pandemic,” -Joyce L. 
Ki l ikpo, the Executive 
Director said. She thanked 
MERCK  &  Co  f o r  t he  

Representat ive Gabr ie l  
N y a n k a n  h e a d s  t h e  
propaganda aspect of the 
campaign.

Mr. Andrew Peters of the 
National Patriotic Party is 
named as national campaign 
manager whi le Gender 
Minister Mrs. PisoSaydee-Tarr 
takes charge of media and 
communication.

CDC Youth League Chair 
and Monrovia Mayor Jefferson 
T. Koijee serves as operations 
man, while Dr. Samora P. Z. 
Wolokolie is the policy and 
strategy person.

Mr. John S. Youboty is 
named as treasurer, Mr. 
Randolph C. J. Cooper, 
finance officer and Mr. Bill 
Twehway, county coordinator.

Commenting on criticism 
against President George 
Manneh  Weah for  the  
downturn of the economy, 
Chairman Morlu argues that 
Mr. Weah is working tirelessly 
to turn the table, adding that 
the challenges Liberia faces 
have existed from the 
foundation of the country.

He alleges that President 
Weah has built more roads 
than former President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, claiming that 
things are now falling into 
their rightful place.

Morlu expresses thanks and 
appreciation to the Liberian 
people and supporters of CDC 
for standing with President 
Weah during the trying times 
of the country.

According to him, the 
economy dropped drastically 
due to the departure of the 
United Nations Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL) and the 
international community, but 
opposition leaders are blindly 
accusing the president for 
something that he inherited.-
-Edited by Winston W. 
Parley

working with national and 
international development 
organizations including (the 
Red Cross, International 
Medical Crops, the World 
Health Organization, United 
Nations Children Fund and 
Medicine Sans Frontier 
Belgium) in countries like 
Haiti, Sudan, Pakistan and 
Liberia among others, they 
have good understanding on 
implementing donor funded 
projects (USAID, European 
Union and Global fund).

Despite the relat ive 
success of the 2007-11 
National Health Plan, Liberia 
continues to have very poor 
health indicators – especially 
among women and girls in 
rural areas – with a heavy 
burden of infectious disease. 
PHIL program will address 
some of these challenges 
through capacity building of 
community-based health 
workers and partnership.

and the Supreme Court here has 
been hearing cases arising from 
the election, including the 
opposit ion Col laborat ing 
Political Parties (CPP’s) demand 
to clear the 2017 Final 
Registration Roll (FRR) and a 
request for mandamus to be 
issued against the Legislature 
and the NEC.

The ruling party which is 
desperately seeking to win 
Montserrado County has on its 
ticket Representative Thomas 
Fallh as its candidate for the 

Senate in a tense political 
battle against CPP’s candidate 
and incumbent Montserrado 
Senator Abraham Darius Dillon.

Announcing the team at 
CDC’s headquarters, MrMorlu 
also says Montserrado County 
E l e c t o r a l  D i s t r i c t  # 8  
Representative Acarous Moses 
Gray will serve as spokesman, 
and names Gray’s deputy as Mr. 
SamoraWolokollie who is 
Deputy Finance Minister.

Former Montserrado County 

partnership and support.
Merck and Co, also known as 

Merck Sharp &Dohme (MSD PTY 
D) outside the US and Canada is 
o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  
pharmaceutical companies in 
the world. The company is 
providing financial support to 
PHIL for the social mobilization 
and community engagement 
exercise.

About PHIL
Public Health Initiative 

Liberia (PHIL) was conceived in 
2011 by Liberian Health 
Professionals living in the 
diaspora to contribute toward 
the effectiveness of the health 
care delivery system of Liberia 
t h r o u g h  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
partnership,  innovat ion,  
advocacy and empowerment.

PHIL management team 
consists of a group of qualified, 
competent, committed and 
dedicated Liberians health 
professionals with a wealth of 
experiences acquired through 
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Pope Francis supports 
same-sex unions

CDC rolls out campaign team
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Cont’d from page 10 PHIL, MERCK partner 
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us iness  owners,  
b a n k e r s  a n d  
employees of offices B

on Broad Street, in central 
Mon ro v i a  h ad  a  r ude  
awakening on the early 
morning of Wednesday 
October 21, when they were 
told they could no longer park 
their vehicles in front of their 
offices and stores.

This was a new order from 
M o n r o v i a  C i t y  M a y o r  
Jefferson Koijee, without a 
prior. Men dressed in city 

police uniforms had been 
deployed to enforce this 
overnight mandate. It came as a 
military order,” one lawyer told 
this writer. “Can you imagine 
the kind of country we are living 
in nowadays,” added another.

Both men work at a local law 
firm with its office directly 
situated on the main street.

Broad Street is one of the 
most busiest  streets in 
Monrovia, and with no public or 
private parking lot in the 
country, many business owners, 

Lovettee Johnson, these men 
w e r e  a l l  m o t o r c y c l e  
technicians specialized in 
heavy duty motor bikes. 

According to Lovettee, 
since Saturday, 15 October, 
Mr. Ahoussouhe who popularly 
is called by the name of his 
funeral home St. Moses, 
allegedly called the father of 
the Blamo, Jr., asking the 

esidents in Bong 
Mines where three 
g r o w n  u p  m e n  R

allegedly hired by funeral 
home proprietor Moses 
Ahoussouhe went missing, 
have told protesting family 
members that it’s a strange 
news coming from Monrovia 
that the victims drowned in 
the St. Paul River in the town, 
sparking new concerns on the 

men’s whereabouts.
On Tuesday, 20 October, 

aggrieved members of three 
separate families and friends 
representing Robert Blamo, Jr., 
29, Siafa Boimah, 33 and Blama 
protested at the St. Moses 
Funeral Parlour in Topoe Village 
demanding the proprietor 
Moses Ahoussouhe to produce 
the three men.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
spokesperson of the protesters 

bankers and stores owners 
including customers usually 
park their vehicles on the 
sidewalk in front of their stores 
or offices.

But all that was changed on 
Wednesday, as officers from 
the City Mayor’s office 
patrolled the street ensuring 
that no one park his or her 
vehicle on the street.

The officers refused to 
provide answers to office 

  
Bong Mines residents unaware of drowning claim
-As family intensifies protest for 3 missing men

By Ben P. Wesee

CONT’D ON PAGE 8
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Koijee’s order leaves many heads scratching
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