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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

igerian security 
forces are carrying Nout extrajudicial 

killings in Oyigbo, say 
residents of the town in 
southern Rivers state.

They accuse the army of 
carrying out revenge killings 
after authorities said three 
policemen and six soldiers 
were killed by members of a 
proscribed separatist group.

Amnesty International also 
said it had received reports 
that "soldiers are allegedly 
invading homes" and that 
"some residents reported 
seeing dead bodies on the 
street, allegedly shot by 
soldiers".Monday Bakor, 36, 
told BBC Igbo that police 
officers shot dead his fiancée 
Queen Nwazuo on 22 October 
while they were both locking 
up their barbing salon.

"I saw the policeman 
wearing [a] red beret. Before 
I could know, I heard a very 
loud sound, not in the air, 
directly at the shop. The 
bullet pierced through the 
iron door and hit her," he said.

"I rushed her to a hospital 
where she was confirmed 
dead," he added.

Police spokesman Nnamdi 
Omoni told the BBC that no 
report had been made of the 
incident.

Mr Bakor said he could not 
do this because of a 24-hour 

curfew in the area and pointed 
out the closest police stations 
h a d  b e e n  b u r n t  
down.Authorities say members 
of the Indigenous People of 
Biafra - Ipob, proscribed as a 
terrorist organisation in 2017 by 
Nigeria's federal government - 
targeted security operatives in 
Oyigbo as tensions spilled over 
following the #EndSars protests 
against police brutality in the 
count ry. Ipob  i s  seek ing  
independence for Igbo-speaking 
parts of south-eastern Nigeria. 
A civil war in the area from 
1967-70 caused the deaths of 
about a million people.Oyigbo is 

stations in the area and killing 
three policemen, after one of 
them was killed during a 
protest at a police station in 
Oyigbo.Rivers state Governor 
Nyesom Wike imposed a 24-
hour curfew on 23 October in 
Oyigbo as the violence 
threatened to spiral out of 
control but said on Monday 
that soldiers had not been 
killing people in the area."It is 
not correct that soldiers are 
going from house to house to 
kill."When the Ipob killed the 
Army officers, they took their 
guns. It is normal for them 
[army] to recover those guns. 
In any case, there are 
consequences when soldiers 
are killed," Mr Wike said on 
Monday.The governor last 
month banned demonstrations 
in the state on the eve of a 

a known Ipob stronghold.
Two police stations and a 

hospital in the area were 
burned on 21 October as 
widespread mayhem erupted 
after protesters against 
police brutality were shot at 
the Lekki toll gate in Lagos.

Encouraged by their leader 
Nnamdi Kanu, Ipob members 
are accused of attacking 
security operatives in eastern 
Nigeria. Clashes with the 
army in Abia state spilled over 
into the neighbouring Oyigbo 
town in Rivers state.Ipob 
activists are accused of 
burning down three police 

bout 50 people have 
been arrested in AUganda following 

dramatic scenes in the capital 
as opposition politician Bobi 
Wine was cleared to contest 
for  the pres idency in  
February's elections.

After an hours-long stand-
off, Bobi Wine, whose real 

has banned public rallies, and 
candidates are expected to 

name is Robert Kyagulanyi, was 
forced out of a police van and 
into his compound.

He had been forced into a 
police van as soon as his 
nomination was finished, and 
driven home.

But he refused to get out of 
the vehicle, insisting that he 
needed to make his way to the 

campaign through mainstream 
and social media.BBC

party headquarters for the 
manifesto launch. Speaking to 
his supporters at home, Mr 
Kyagulanyi said that the 
police had pepper-sprayed 
him and his colleagues in the 
eyes.

Three policemen and four 
other people were injured in 
the chaos.From early on in the 
morning, armed police and 
the army deployed heavily all 
along the route Mr Kyagulanyi 
used to get to the nomination 
centre.

Presidential aspirants are 
required to take only small 
delegations with them, as a 
coronavi rus  prevent ion 
measure. But some of them 
h a v e  b e e n  h o l d i n g  
processions, and drawing 
crowds.

Mr Kyagulanyi’s supporters 
were dispersed with tear gas.

Eleven candidates are 
vying for the top job, among 
them current President 
Yoweri Museveni and two 
generals who are his former 
bush-war compatriots.

Uganda’s electoral body 
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vory Coast's President 
Alassane Ouattara has Iwon a controversial 

third term in office in an 
election boycotted by the 
opposition.He took 94% of the 
vote, even winning 99% in 
some of his strongholds.

Turnout was put at almost 
54%. The result has to be 
c o n f i r m e d  b y  t h e  
Constitutional Council.

On Monday, the Ivorian 
opposition said it was creating 
a transitional government 
which would organise a new 
election.Main opposition 
cand idates  Pasca l  A f f i  
N'Guessan and Henri Konan 
Bédié had urged their  
supporters not to vote in 
Saturday's poll.

They got 1% and 2% 
respectively, while a fourth 
candidate, Kouadio Konan 
Bertin, also got 2%, according 
t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
results.Opposition figures say 
it was illegal for Mr Ouattara 
to stand for a third term as it 
broke rules on term limits.

"Maintaining Mr Ouattara as 
head of state is likely to lead 
to civil war," M N'guessan said, 
adding that the opposition 
noted a vacancy of power.

B u t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  
supporters dispute this, citing 
a constitutional change in 
2016 which they say means his 
first term effectively did not 
count. His party has warned 
the opposition against any 

"attempt to destabilize" the 
country, which is  st i l l  
recovering from a civil war 
sparked by a disputed election 
in 2010.

I t  h a s  a c c u s e d  t h e  
opposition of sedition by 
calling for a transitional 
government.

The European Union has 
said it was deeply concerned 
about tensions in the country - 
its foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell said incitements to 
hatred were continuing.

The United Nations refugee 
agency has said thousands of 
p e o p l e  h a v e  f l e d  t o  
neighbouring countries, 
fearing more violence.At least 
35 people have been killed in 
political clashes, which 
continued on election day. 
BBC

'Nigerian security agents 
shot dead my fiancée'

The couple were planning to get married next February

peaceful #EndSars protest but 
protesters  def ied h im,  
marching to government house 
in the state capital, Port 
Harcourt, and forcing him out 
t o  a d d r e s s  
them.Demonstrations by Ipob 
were banned in the state. Mr 
Wike recently placed a bounty 
of 50 million naira ($130,000; 
£100,000) on the head of the 
group's leader.

"This is clearly a terrorist 
group which existence, creed, 
mission and activities are 
strongly denounced even by 
the government and peoples of 
South-Eastern States of the 
country, "  he sa id.Army 
spokesman, Major Charles 
Ekeocha, also denied that 
soldiers were going door-to-
door and killing people, telling 
a local radio station that there 
was an ongoing operation in 
Oyigbo but that soldiers were 
not targeting people. BBC

Ugandan police arrest dozens 
at presidency nomination

Crowds turned up even though numbers had been 
restricted because of coronavirus measures

Ivory Coast president 
re-elected with 94% of votes

Supporters of Alassane 
Ouattarasay 

he was allowed 
to seek a third term
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RINCETON – The strange and dispiriting US 
presidential election campaign has been Pmarked by an absence of substantive 

debate and a deluge of lies. As Joe Biden said of 
Donald Trump in the first televised debate, “The 
fact is that everything he’s saying so far is simply 
a lie. I’m not here to call out his lies. Everybody 
knows he’s a liar.”

In politics, the more that lies are employed, the 
more grounds there are for each side to accuse 
the other of lying. A spiral of dishonesty ensues, 
making rational debate impossible. With each lie 
begetting more lies, normal politics comes to be 
replaced by a politics of exception. We know this 
because the phenomenon isn’t new or exclusive 
to the twenty-first century.

History is full of warnings for a society swamped 
by lies. Shakespeare described the problem 
brilliantly in his plays. In As You Like It, the court 
jester Touchstone describes a seven-stage 
increase in the vehemence of retorts: the fourth 
is the “Reproof Valiant; the fifth, the 
Countercheque Quarrelsome; the sixth, the Lie 
with Circumstance; the seventh, the Lie Direct.”

Like any infernal mechanism, the first direct lie 
sets in motion an endless cycle. Lies create the 
need for more lies; and as they become bigger, 
their promoters often think their claims have 
become better. But to others, the tightening 
ratchet is clear to see with the simplest kind of 
lie: the factual distortion.

Manipulation of facts should be easy to call out. 
Trump started his presidency with the lie that his 
inauguration crowd had been larger than 
President Barack Obama’s four years earlier. 
Photographic evidence showed this claim to be 
breathtakingly false. But perhaps that was the 
point: Trump was using the lie to assert his power.

Twentieth-century dictators found the tactic of 
the “Big Lie” quite attractive, and made it 
central to their exercise of power. Adolf Hitler 
describes the process programmatically in Mein 
Kampf: “In the big lie there is always a certain 
force of credibility; because the broad masses of 
a nation are always more easily corrupted in the 
deeper strata of their emotional nature than 
consciously or voluntarily.” Though Hitler was 
accusing his opponents of practicing the Big Lie, 
he was also offering a preview of how he would 
seize power.

Another form of lying involves inappropriate 
simplifications that are not easily called out. 
Here, the politician’s claim serves to block or 
pre-empt a more complex discussion of the 
underlying issue. For example, in the second 
Biden-Trump debate, the New York Times’s real-
time fact checkers highlighted two economic 
claims that they categorized as false. The first 
was Biden’s statement that Trump “has caused 
the [trade] deficit with China to go up, not 
down.”

Here, the truth is more complicated. America’s 
bilateral deficit with China under Trump initially 
rose between 2016 and 2018, but then fell, owing 
partly to Trump’s tariffs. But the US’ overall 
seasonally adjusted trade deficit has continued 
to grow since 2016, hitting levels this summer 

that were higher than the equivalent months in 
2019. Complicating matters further, some part of 
the US deficit is with other countries that buy 
intermediate products from China, as in the case of 
generic pharmaceuticals imported from India.

The second falsehood that the fact-checkers 
pointed out concerned the question of whether 
China should pay reparations for causing the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Trump insisted that “China is 
paying. They are paying billions and billions of 
dollars,” implying that his administration’s tariffs 
constitute a form of reparation.

The US did indeed levy more than $60 billion in 
tariffs on $360 billion worth of Chinese goods 
before the pandemic. Yet it is not easy to work out 
precisely who paid these “reparations.” In some 
cases, Chinese producers did need to reduce their 
prices to remain competitive in the American 
market. But in many other cases, the tariffs led to 
higher prices for American consumers. All told, 
these distortions seem to have served little 
purpose other than to support the Trump 
administration’s claim that it was holding another 
government accountable.

In any case, the economics behind apparently 
simple statements in presidential debates is rarely 
clear-cut. Even less clear is what the underlying 
politics is about. Is economic policy supposed to 
secure the best deal for American consumers? If so, 
the tariffs are a mistake. Is the goal to preserve 
American jobs? If so, Trump might be able to say 
he’s protected some sectors, but only at the 
expense of others. Making intermediate imported 
products more expensive has far-reaching knock-
on effects: higher tariffs on imported steel leads to 
higher prices and reduced demand from the 
automobile sector, thus destroying jobs there.

Finally, there is the ideological lie, whose primary 
purpose is to derail the process of normal politics. 
This kind of lie cannot be picked up so easily by fact 
checkers. In a striking essay, “Live Not by Lies,” 
composed in 1974 shortly before he was arrested, 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn pointed out that it is the 
ideas, not simple factual statements, that make 
lies compelling. “If we did not paste together the 
dead bones and scales of ideology, if we did not sew 
together rotting rags, we would be astonished how 
quickly the lies would be rendered helpless and 
would subside. That which should be naked would 
then really appear naked before the whole world.” 
Similarly, the great Czech truthteller Václav Havel 
saw that the “power of the powerless” consists in 
the refusal of small people to accept the Big Lie.

Part of Trump’s overall approach has been to 
suggest that politics is always about lies, and that 
politicians are all liars. Hence, in the second 
debate, he tried to depict Biden as a long-time 
Washington, DC, politician, and himself as an 
outsider. On other occasions, he boasts of having 
invented a new vocabulary that would make 
permanent a new style of politics. “I think one of 
the greatest of all terms I’ve come up with is 
‘fake,’” he said in 2017.

Solzhenitsyn and Havel called for resistance 
against the march of lies. They demanded a return 
to the politics of honesty – a reversal of the 
ubiquity of the fake. Americans have that 
opportunity now – but not for much longer.

If there is one thing that most Americans can agree on, it is that this year's presidential 
election campaign featured an endless stream of lies and falsehoods that have made normal 
politics effectively impossible. Unfortunately, those peddling a "Big Lie" sometimes have 
the advantage.
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Operating a national 
carrier is no joke
PRESIDENT GEORGE MANNEH Weah is perhaps, still settling 
down from the euphoria that characterized the official 
launch of “Liberia Airway”, Wings of Liberia at the Roberts 
International Airport in Margibi County last week Friday, 30 
October.

 ACCORDING TO THE Executive Mansion, the President did 
not hold his emotions during the occasion saying, Liberia 
owning a national carrier has been his long time wish since 
he came to the Presidency. “It has been my dream, hope and 
vision that we will very soon see Lone Star Air, the Wings of 
Liberia, flying our flag in international skies, shining so 
brightly”, Mr. Weah is quoted in a press release.

WHILE WE WELCOME progressive investments that would 
boost our national economy, we caution the government 
that operating an airline service is not a child's play, as it 
requires serious investment and huge responsibility both 
nationally and internationally.

IF NEWS OR experiences of countries with strong economies 
in Africa such as Nigeria, South Africa, Kenya or Ethiopia and 
elsewhere are anything to go by, the Government of Liberia 
should be very circumspect in how it proceeds on this 
matter. 

THESE COUNTRIES WITH national carriers are seriously 
struggling to maintain services to the public principally due 
to bad management and corruption that have left employees 
without pay for months, if not years, grounding aircrafts.

SUCH BAD BUSINESS environment erodes public confidence 
in a national carrier and portrays a very negative image of 
the country involves thus, driving away investors rather than 
the other way around.   

IT IS NOT just enough to perform a launch, but serious 
thought is required in running a national carrier that should 
bring pride to every Liberian and our beloved country. 

WE MAY RECALL that the last time Liberia had an effective 
national carrier (Air Liberia) was in the 70s under the 
administration of slain President William R. Tolbert. Tolbert's 
successor Samuel Kanyon Doe came and picked up what 
could be described then as remains of Air Liberia, but didn’t 
do anything much with it, as the aircraft crashed in Sudan, 
while returning from repair in Egypt, killing one of the crew 
onboard.    

PRESIDENT WEAH DISCLOSED that the current venture is 
efforts of authorities at the Ministry of Transport and 
investors from Ghana, who are partnering with Liberian 
entrepreneurs to resurrect the national carrier, which has 
been out of service for nearly half of a century. 

CONSIDERING THE GLOBAL economic meltdown that has 
even been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, we think 
deep thought should go into this, so that Liberia would do it 
differently this time around; it is not about seeing 
neighboring countries having national carriers and  think we 
are ready to enter the civil aviation market to operate a 
carrier because this business thrives on confidence, 
reliability and efficiency.          
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Will Lies Win?

By Harold James
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RANKFURT – Many people are now proclaiming that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
provided proof positive that Modern Monetary Theory (MMT) is the only way forward Ffor governments. To the uninitiated, MMT probably sounds extremely sophisticated – 

even scientific. Its representatives speak as though they have developed a new economic 
paradigm comparable to the Copernican Revolution in astronomy. Yet behind the sleek 
title and confident policy pronouncements lies a message that is as simple as it is 
dangerous, particularly now that governments around the world are spending freely to 
keep their economies afloat during the pandemic.

According to MMT, governments can spend what they want on whatever they want until 
full employment is achieved, and without ever having to worry about the financing, 
because the central bank will provide the money by simply operating the printing press at 
no cost to the government. Whether this contribution to economic thought even deserves 
to be called a new “theory” is debatable, considering the unoriginality (and banality) of 
its central concept. Indeed, the ideas about government spending date back to the 
economist Abba P. Lerner’s concept of “functional finance” in the 1940s. MMT has merely 
tacked on a federal job guarantee.

The first publications on MMT – such as Modern Monetary Theory: A Primer on 
Macroeconomics for Sovereign Monetary Systems, by the economist L. Randall Wray – 
appeared several years ago, and were met with near-unanimous criticism from 
economists across the political spectrum. Nonetheless, the debate about MMT continues, 
primarily because it has been picked up by politicians like the former UK Labour Party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn and US Senator Bernie Sanders.

During the Democratic primaries – both in 2015-16 and 2019-20 – Sanders was advised by 
Stephanie Kelton, one of the best-known exponents of MMT, and the author of a new book 
on the topic, The Deficit Myth: Modern Monetary Theory and the Birth of the People’s 
Economy. In his most recent campaign, Sanders put MMT at the center of his economic-
policy program, ensuring that it would gain wider purchase on the left of the Democratic 
Party. Whether Joe Biden will adopt the theory’s central idea if he wins the presidency 
remains to be seen.

In any case, leftists around the world will remain smitten by MMT, because they are 
convinced that it holds the key to pursuing a long list of public projects to boost 
employment, protect the environment, advance social justice, and so forth. The proposal 
for a federal job guarantee promises full employment and “good” jobs that pay a living 
wage for work geared toward useful public purposes.

But one wonders if MMT’s adherents would still favor it if it had been embraced with 
similar gusto by US President Donald Trump, perhaps to pay for his promised wall on the 
border with Mexico. If financing government expenditures at no cost knows no limits, 
whoever is in power is living in the land of milk and honey. But this would be a temporary 
paradise, because a government spending spree inevitably would lead to high inflation, at 
which point the window of opportunity would close, and citizens would be left to pay the 
bill via rising unemployment and weaker real wage growth.

Recognizing this problem, MMT proposes that the governments increase taxes when 
necessary in order to remove enough money from circulation to avoid inflation. Imagine 
that: whereas previously there had been no financial restriction whatsoever on 
government spending, now suddenly there are such restrictions – and taxes must be raised 
to claw back the excess money that had been put into circulation! It is hard to envisage an 
idea of democratic politics more naive than that implied by MMT.

Even if the politics did work, serious questions would remain. For example, at precisely 
what rate of inflation should money start to be collected through higher taxes? What 
happens to the already-approved public projects still in the pipeline? And how should 
policymakers account for inflation expectations, which probably will have already been 
priced into wages, interest rates, and numerous agreements? Experience shows that 
stopping an inflationary process once it has begun is possible only at considerable 
macroeconomic cost – not least in terms of rising unemployment. The West endured 
precisely this ordeal in the late 1970s and early 1980s.

To be sure, advocates of MMT are technically correct when they point out that any country 
able to pay its debts in its own currency cannot become insolvent, because there is no 
limit to the sums of money that it can create. But the idea that foreign investors would 
remain willing to invest in that currency under such circumstances doesn’t hold water. At 
some point, foreign capital would become effectively shut out, with serious implications 
for the financing of private ventures. Again, MMT claims to have accounted for this 
problem: in the US case, they pretend that the government cannot lose control of its 
interest rate.

Still, as many studies have shown, the higher the degree of central-bank independence, 
the lower a country’s inflation rate. That is why all leading economies saw fit to 
institutionalize central-bank independence in the first place (mainly in the 1990s). MMT, 
however, would revoke the central bank’s control over the printing press, and put that 
power in the hands of the government. As history shows, in times of emergency, the 
normal rules would be suspended. MMT is an approach that would create such chaos.

In today’s environment of near-zero or even negative interest rates and massive central-
bank purchases of government securities, we are witnessing a move in the direction of 
MMT. If governments can rely on their central banks to buy unlimited amounts of 
government securities to prevent interest rates from rising, they have effectively already 
wrested control of money creation from the central bank.

In today's environment of ultra-low interest rates and massive monetized fiscal 
deficits, the dangerously naive policy prescriptions offered by Modern Monetary 
Theory are being realized more or less by default. Whether central banks will be able 
to regain control after the current crisis is an open question.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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After weeks of watching massive peaceful demonstrations against neighboring Belarus's 
authoritarian regime, Poles have finally taken to the streets to confront their own illiberal 
government. As in Belarus, Poland's de facto ruler, Jarosùaw Kaczyñski has overplayed his 
hand – and women have been the first to smack it away.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

ARSAW – Authoritarian political leaders in neighboring Poland and Belarus have tested 
the limits of public tolerance in recent months. In both countries, they have provoked Wmass demonstrations. And in both cases, women have been in the front ranks of popular 

opposition.

In a rigged election on August 9, Belarusian President Aleksandr Lukashenko gave himself 80% of 
the vote when a more plausible 55% would have sufficed. Poles followed the events in Belarus 
closely and with admiration, hoping for similar mass opposition to the increasingly despotic Law 
and Justice (PiS) government.

Then, on October 22, with COVID-19 infections rising exponentially, Poland’s de facto ruler, PiS 
leader Jaroslaw Kaczynski, effectively dared Polish citizens to take to the streets. Having 
stacked the country’s Constitutional Tribunal with PiS lackeys, Kaczynski ordered the court to 
issue a ruling all but banning abortion.

For the past 27 years, Poland’s already restrictive abortion law allowed a woman to terminate a 
pregnancy only when her life was at risk, the pregnancy resulted from incest or rape, or the fetus 
was damaged. The new ruling removes the last exception, meaning that women will be forced to 
bear children who have little or no chance of survival.

The subsequent mass protests – which have occurred both in large cities and small towns and 
villages – are unlike anything seen in Poland since PiS came to power in 2015. Some 100,000 
people marched in Warsaw, and more than 500,000 nationwide. And, as in Belarus, women 
played the leading role.

That is no accident. In Poland, organizers have created a Consultative Council – a direct 
reference to the Belarusian opposition’s Coordination Council, and women protest leaders have 
been exchanging strategies with their counterparts across the border. One lesson from Belarus is 
that regular organized action is crucial, so Poles have committed to blocking major intersections 
throughout the country every Monday.

Belarus’s experience has also shown that people will risk their health to protest against 
authoritarian power grabs, especially given the authorities’ failure to manage the pandemic, 
which is another major source of popular discontent. Poland’s infection rate is now among the 
highest in the world, suggesting that the timing of Kaczynski’s decision to impose a highly 
controversial policy change may have been intended to distract attention from the PiS 
government’s pandemic-related failures.

In Poland’s most recent parliamentary elections, the extreme nationalist party Konfederacja 
won 11 seats in the Sejm (the lower chamber of parliament). Kaczynski perceives this as a 
personal defeat, because he has always sought to be at the Polish parliament’s right-most 
extreme. Konfederacja is growing in strength, which is mobilizing the right-wing faction within 
Kaczynski’s camp associated with the justice minister, Zbigniew Ziobro. Without Ziobro’s 18 
deputies, Kaczynski does not have a parliamentary majority.

Moreover, Ziobro is competing directly with Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki to position 
himself as Kaczynski’s eventual successor. When Kaczynski came in from the sidelines to become 
deputy prime minister in the current government this past September, it was so that he could 
keep closer tabs on Ziobro, whom he hopes to reconcile with Morawiecki. Kaczynski’s sharp 
ideological shifts should thus be understood as part of a broader attempt to reclaim control over 
the far right.

In a special address responding to the protests, Kaczynski called on PiS members to fight those 
standing up for women’s rights. “In particular, we must defend Polish churches,” he declared:

“We must defend them at any cost. I call on all members of PiS and all those who support us to 
take part in the defense of the Church. ... Now is a time when we must say ‘no’ to everything 
that can destroy us. Everything depends on us. It depends on the state and its apparatus, but 
above all on us, on our determination, on our courage. Let’s defend Poland!”

Taking their cues from Kaczynski, far-right organizations are now organizing militias to attack 
women during demonstrations. After one hooligan with a criminal record assaulted a Gazeta 
Wyborcza journalist, Ziobro stepped in to prevent the local prosecutor’s office from arresting 
the assailant. Charges were, however, brought against a 14-year-old girl arrested during the 
protests. As Michal Wos, a deputy justice minister, explained, the authorities are directly 
threatening the organizers: “Prosecutors received guidelines to treat all organizers of illegal 
demonstrations as criminals, and appropriate charges are to be brought against them, entailing 
up to eight years in prison.”

Both sides have learned from Belarus’s experience. The Polish government has deployed 
hundreds of police and military personnel to tear-gas women protesting in front of Kaczynski’s 
house. But not all uniformed personnel are willing to brutalize demonstrators. Police Inspector 
General Jaroslaw Szymczak, for example, has threatened to resign. And in a recent open letter, 
210 retired military, police, and security service generals warned that the abortion decision 
“has caused public opposition and mass street protests. Further escalation, incitement, and 
irresponsible behavior by politicians will lead to tragic and irreversible consequences.”

As matters stand, it appears that Kaczynski has blundered badly. In a recent poll, 73% of 
respondents said they are against the Tribunal’s ruling (including 60% who are strongly opposed). 
Even the PiS base is divided, with 37% supporting the judgment and 36% opposing it. As a result, 
PiS’s support overall has fallen sharply for the first time since it came to power. In a Kantar poll 
published on October 28, the party had just 26% support, compared to 24% for Civic Coalition (an 
alliance between Civic Platform and Modern). All told, PiS and its allies have just half the 
support of parties opposed to PiS.

As a result, there is growing disappointment with Kaczynski within PiS. While there still is no 
alternative leader, and the next scheduled general election is not until 2023, infighting within 
the ruling camp could eventually lead to an early vote, as happened with the first PiS 
government in 2007. Like Lukashenko, Kaczynski clearly overplayed his hand. And, as in Belarus, 
women have been the first to smack it away.
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h e  E c o n o m i c  
Community of West TA f r i c a n  S t a t e s  

(ECOWAS), in collaboration 
with the European Union (EU) 
and the government of 
Germany launched three 
t ransnat iona l  p ro ject s  
designed to curb Organized 
Crime in West Africa. The 
projects dubbed ‘Organised 
C r i m e :  We s t  A f r i c a n  
Response ’ (OCWAR)  i s  
designed to support ECOWAS 
Member States in countering 
criminal activities the region.

The event indicates strong 
commitment by ECOWAS and 
European Union Member 
S t a t e s  t o  r e d u c e  
transnational organised crime 
in West Africa. In what was 
described as a dynamic and 
comprehensive partnership, 
the ECOWAS Commission and 
its agencies will work closely 
with two European Member 
States' bodies, namely the 
D e u t s c h e  
GesellschaftfürInternational
eZusammenarbeit (GIZ) and 

transnational in nature which 
demand a regional response 
to effectively strike on 
cr iminal  networks.  He 
expressed the hope that the 
support will boost a regional 
response dec i s ive ly  in  

member states have opted to 
tackle the issue of enhancing 
cybersecurity in the region.

The ECOWAS Commissioner 
for Telecommunication and 
Information Technologies, Dr. 
Zouli BONKOUNGOU also said 
thatthe OCWAR-C project will 
contribute to improving 
cybersecurity in the region by 
establishing and maintaining a 
secure cyberspace to protect 
national and regional interests 
and preserve the fundamental 
rights of West African citizens.

The ECOWAS Commissioner 
for Social Affairs and Gender, 
Dr. Siga Fatima Jagne said 
reports indicated that due to 
t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  w h i c h  
exacerbated the plight of many 
vulnerable communities, 
organized criminal groups are 
likely to recruit more people, 
i nc lud ing  ch i ld ren  and  
teenagers into the drug trade. 
She noted that organized crime 
groups appear to be preying on 
vulnerable groups to ensure 

Expertise France (EF).
Speaking on the occasion, 

the Head of EU delegation to 
N i g e r i a  a n d  E C O WA S ,  
Ambassador KetilKaralsen 
pointed out that many criminal 
activities in West Africa are 

addressing all forms of 
organised crime. This he said is 
vital for peace and security in 
the region.

Also speaking on occasion, 
the German Ambassador to 
Nigeria, Birgitt ORY noted that 
t h e  c u r r e n t  s e c u r i t y  
challenges in the Sahel 
underscored the need for 
d e c i s i v e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  
c oope ra t i on .  She  t o l d  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h a t  
transnational crime in West 
Africa requires a regional 
r e s p o n s e  n o t i n g  t h a t  
countering and preventing 
organized crime in West Africa 
continues to be a high priority 
for Germany.

The ECOWAS Commissioner 
of Finance, Mrs HALIMA AHMED 
said the three projects will 
s t i m u l a t e  c o o p e r a t i o n  
between law enforcement 
agencies and private Internet 
service providers thereby 
f a c i l i t a t i n g  f i n a n c i a l  
investigations. She noted that 
in addition to fighting 
cybercrime, the ECOWAS 

Temple of Justice in Monrovia on 
Monday, 2 November in an Arab-style 
protest, having accused Chief Justice 
Korkpor of allegedly using all draconian 
means to hunt, suspend and relieve 
aggrieved staffers of their positions 
due to their protest.

The judicial workers started the 
protest roughly four months back in 

d e m a n d  f o r  t h e  
L i b e r i a n  d o l l a r s  
component of their 
salaries that had been 
outstanding for about a 
year, but it escalated 
recently and their 
leader Mr. Ponpon 
threatened to set 
himself ablaze after 
judicial authorities 
i n d e f i n i t e l y  
s u s p e n d e d ,  
transferred and placed 
some of the protesters 
under investigation.

Following Monday’s 
incident, a small group 
of young men led by 
Kelfala A. Kanneh 
gathered outside the 

premises of the Temple of Justice 
Tuesday, 3 November in protest, 
demanding Chief Justice Korkpor’s 
resignation.

Security was tight at the Temple of 
Justice Tuesday, riot police were 

ustice Minister Cllr. Frank 
Musa  Dean and Po l ice  JInspector General Col. Patrick 

Sudue visited the Temple of Justice 
Tuesday, 3 November with reports that 
they allegedly held a closed door 
meeting with Chief Justice Francis S. 
Korkpor, Sr., barely 24 hours after 

judicial worker Archie Ponpon set 
himself ablaze in protest in the 
courtyard.

It is not clear what may have been 
discussed among the officials as none 
of them accepted reporters’ request 
for an interview following the visit.

Mr. Ponpon set himself ablaze at the 
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he Department of 
Naturalization of Tt h e  L i b e r i a  

Immigration Service (LIS) has 
honored and certificated 
eight of its employees, who 
have been retired by the 
Government of Liberia (GOL) 
through the Civil Service 
Agency (CSA).

Speaking during the 
honoring ceremony which was 
held at the Liberia Female 
Law Enforcement Association 
(LIFLEA) Head Office in 
Sinkor, Monrovia recently, the 
D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  

General for Naturalization at 
the LIS, Atty. Asatu Bah 
Kenneth said, the decision of 
the LIS to honor the retirees is 
due to their long years of 
diligence and sacrifices both 
to the entity and the State at 
large.

The eight retirees, who 
have spent over 20 years in 
active service included: 
Gloria George, Bennetta 
Warner, Veronica Woto, 
E s t h e r  Tw e g b y,  J u a h  
Bestman, Charlesetta Kerdor, 
Lamine Swaray and Gabriel 
weLahkaryean.

Technical Assistant for 
Naturalization of LIS, Gloria 
George, who spoke on behalf 
of the honorees, appreciated 
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Naturalization for honoring 
them.

Retired Director George 
said, they feel honored for 
their many years of services to 
t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  
recognition by the LIS 
authorities, particularly, their 
former department.

She called on the Liberia 
Immigration Service to 
emulate the good example set 
by  the  Na tu ra l i z a t i on  
Department, instead of just 
publishing their names on 
bulletins.

“We want to say thank you 
to our department for this 
honoring program, and the LIS 
should also copy this idea of 
officially honoring [its] 
retirees instead of only 
publishing their names on 
bulletins, and watching them 
walk away”, retiree George.

F o r m e r  C o l o n e l  
Charlesetta Kerdor, who is 
phy s i ca l l y  cha l l enged ,  
thanked the Head of the 
Naturalization Department, 
Atty. Director Asatu Kenneth, 
for making them to feel that 
indeed, their services were 
appreciated. 

She, however, appealed to 
the LIS authorities and her 
former department to help 
her seek proper medical 
treatment for her leg, as she 
was now retired to go home 
and spend the rest of her live 
with her family.

Previously the Bureau of 
I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  
Naturalization, the Liberia 
Immigration Service operates 
as an arm of the Ministry of 
Justice, responsible for aliens 
and naturalization in the 
c o u n t r y.  - E d i t i n g  b y  
Jonathan Browne 

Atty. Kenneth described 
their retirement is an honor to 
themselves and their respective 
families for the long length of 
time they served.

“Instead of [them] being 
seen with the negative eyes 
because they are retired, this 
retirement is rather an honor to 
them fo r  the  l eve l  o f  
commitment, integrity and 
uncountable sacrifices they 
have given to their country”, 
she said.

In remarks, the Director 
General of the Liberia Fire 
Service, Col. Alex Dixon said, 
retirees deserve to be well 

taken care of as they are being 
retired from the places they 
have spent years working, 
noting that it was unfortunate 
that retirees are hardly being 
taken care of upon leaving from 
their various sectors.

However, he called on those 
who were retired from the 
Department of Naturalization 
of the LIS to “go home and take 
care of their grandchildren 
after their many years of hard 
work for their country with 
clean records.

For her part, the former 
Director of Naturalization and 

r e s i den t  Geo rge  
Manneh Weah has by Pp r o c l a m a t i o n  

declared Thursday, November 
5 ,  2 0 2 0  a s  N a t i o n a l  
Thanksgiving Day to be 
observed throughout the 
Republic as a National Holiday.

The Proclamation calls 
upon all Liberians and foreign 
residents, Priests, Imams, 
Bishops, Pastors, Clergies, and 

all religious organizations to 
gather in their various places 
of Worship and in keeping with 
prescribed COVID-19 health 
protocols, offer praise to the 
Almighty God so that he may 
continuously protect us as a 
people and Nation. 

The Proclamation is in 
consonance with an Act of the 
National Legislature enacted 
in 1883 declaring the First 

at the Temple of Justice, he 
had threatened to set himself 
ablaze if the judiciary failed to 
pay salary and benefits owed 
him.

Due to his advocacy, Mr. 
Ponpon was suspended for 
time indefinite by Chief 
Justice Francis Kporkor, for 
leading a protest during which 
the Chief Justice was jeered by 
angry staffers, calling him 

Thursday in the Month of 
November of each year as 
National Thanksgiving Day. 

The Proclamation states 
that it is befitting that a day be 
set aside for the Nation and 
people to give thanks and 
adoration to the Lord for His 
dispensation of grace, mercy, 
and providence, as well as the 
perseverance of life.  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

Proclamation, the people of 
the Republic of Liberia have 
always given thanks and praise 
to the Almighty God for His 
tender mercies and manifold 
blessings bestowed upon the 
N a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
continuous protection in time 
of peace, disaster, and other 
natural phenomena over the 
years. 

criminal.
On Monday, Ponpon was 

threatened with a writ of 
arrest and warned to stay away 
from the courtyard of the 
Supreme Court.

He had previously led other 
p rotes t s ,  i nc lud ing  h i s  
advocacy for the rights of same 
sex in Liberia. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

warning that any branch, 
entity and the government 
should speedily investigate 
concerns raised by employees 
or anyone or the country may 
witness such again.

He underscores, justice 
must be seen, served and 
s p e e d i l y  t h r o u g h  a  
transparent way to avoid a 
repeat of young Liberians 
immolating themselves.

A  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
progressive class and stalwart 
of the former governing Unity 
Party, the senator explains 
that some people cannot 

burning.
On Monday Liberians 

witnessed the strangest 
protest yet in their country’s 
history when Mr. Ponpon, a 
staff of the Temple of Justice 
set himself ablaze in demand 
of salary and benefits owed 
him by the Judiciary Branch of 
Government.

Ponpon had been leading 
protests in recent days as 
staffers intensified their 
d e m a n d s  f o r  m o n e y s  
deducted from their salary for 
nearly nine months.

Prior to Monday’s incident 

stand depression, as a result, 
t h e y  c o m m i t  s u i c i d e ,  
cautioning that  to reduce the 
frustration of effected people is 
for the government to at all 
times handle issues with care, 
speedily and transparently.

He stresses further that 
people should learn to resolve 
issues at the dialogue table 
than taking their precious God’s 
given lives in protestations or 
trying to make a case or to be 
heard.

Immolation is an act of self-
infliction or one killing himself 
or someone else, usually by 
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 prominent Liberian 
citizen, Dr. Daniel E. AC a s s e l l  h a s  

announced an L$5 million as a 
reward for anyone who will 
rovide information that will 
lead to the arrest and 
prosecution of the killers of 
the four auditors who died 
u n d e r  m y s t e r i o u s  
circumstances.

“ I  h a v e  t h e r e f o r e  
instructed my foundation, 
the Dr. Daniel E. Cassell 
Foundation, to offer a cash 
reward of Five Million 

Liberian (L$5,000,000.00) 
Dollars, or its equivalent in 
United States Dollars, to 
anyone who can provide 
credible information that will 
lead to the successful arrest 
and prosecution of individuals 
involved in any of the recent 
deaths of the four Liberians,” 
Dr. Cassell said in a statement 
Tuesday.

The four auditors Liberia’s 
Revenu Agency (LRA) Mr. 
Albert Peters, Gifty Lama, 
George Fanbutu and the head 
of the country’s Internal Audit 
Agency (IAA) Emmanuel 

their families together. Many 
lives in these families will be 
long impacted by the loss they 
have traumatically sustained. 
My thoughts and prayers are 
with all of these families, and 
I appeal to all Liberians of 
faith to join in prayers for 
these deeply  aff l icted 
families. 

As the head of my family 
and a father, my heart is 
broken knowing that as these 
families grieve and mourn the 
shocking and tragic deaths of 
their loved ones, they are still 
without the answers they 
need to help them heal, and 
hopefully bring much-needed 
closure to the difficult 
experiences of their loss. I 
know that nothing we will do 
will dull the pains of their 
loss. However, it cannot also 
be said that we did not do all 
that we could, individually 
and collectively, to help these 
grieving families find the 
closures they need to heal. 

Finding reasonable closure 
is also good for our society. 
Therefore, it falls upon all of 
us to do all that we can so that 
our country remains a safe 
space for all to live, work and 
care for their loved ones.

Indeed, no society can stop 
the commission of all crimes. 
However, no society can be 
truly free, and hope to be 
safe, where alleged crimes 
a r e  n o t  t h o r o u g h l y  
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  a l l e g e d  
perpetrators apprehended, 
justice is dutifully served, and 
the sanctity of life is jealously 
protected and preserved. 
Therefore, as long as these 
deaths remain mysterious and 
unexplainable, the trauma of 
fear would envelop our 
society. No society can 
realistically thrive in freedom 
and justice when its people 
are overcome by fear,” Dr. 
Cassell opined.

BartenNyeswua all died under 
mysterious circumstances at 
different locations and times 
last month.

“My family and I are 
concerned about the growing 
wave of fear threatening to 
overwhelm our country as a 
result of the recent mysterious, 
and as yet, unexplained deaths 
of four Liberians, three of 
whom worked for the Liberian 
Revenue Authority (LRA), and 
the other, for the Internal Audit 
Agency (IAA). I have reached 
out to some members of the 
bereaved families to express 

our deepest condolences for 
the difficult losses they have 
sustained.

To me, the grieving widows, 
widower, children, other 
relatives, friends, and for many 
Liberians, at home and abroad, 
the lives and mysterious deaths 
of Albert, Gifty, George and 
Emmanuel matter. Our Liberian 
society risks being defined by 
these lives, and yet, the 
unexplainable deaths.

Understandably,  these 
families are hurting. For some, 
they have lost the person who 
headed, and in some cases, held 
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LD 5m bounty for auditors’ killers
By Dr. Daniel E. Cassell Cont’d from page 5

grassroot outreach while 
e n c o u r a g i n g  d r u g  
c o n s u m p t i o n  a m o n g s t  
r e c r u i t s  t o  c r e a t e  
dependency and ensure 
loyalty. This she said must 
a l s o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
implementation of the 
OCWAR-T programmes.

The Director General of 
GIABA Mr. Kimelabalou ABA 
said his organisation remains 
determined, in collaboration 
with its technical partners, to 
support Member States for 
the diligent and effective 

response to tackling criminal 
activities in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. To this 
end, the event focused on 
addressing the impact of the 
virus, which has led to new 
patterns and trends as 
criminal networks adapt to 
the constraints imposed on 
citizens, businesses and 
authorities. 

Organised crime in West 
Africa takes many forms. The 
three OCWAR projects are 
designed as a coherent, 
three-pronged approach to 
criminal activities: 1) fight 

implementation of AML / CFT 
measures to prevent criminals 
from taking advantage of the 
COVID-19 situation to make 
their illicit activities prosper, 

The Director of Peace and 
Regional Security, ECOWAS 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  D r .  
AgnekethomCyriaque, stressed 
the need to increase our 
financial capacity to ensure 
that we can effectively fight 
transnational crime in the 
region.

The  OCWAR p ro jec t s '  
inauguration coincides with the 
emerging need for a broad 

Cont’d from page 5 ECOWAS, EU and Germany 
against cybersecurity threats 
and cybercrime (OCWAR C); 2) 
combatting trafficking in 
drugs, human beings and 
firearms (OCWAR T); 3) 
addressing cross cutting issues 
such as money laundering, 
financing of terrorism and 
fraud (OCWAR M). 

The main beneficiaries of 
the OCWAR projects are the 15 
ECOWAS Member States and 
Mauritania. The overall EU 
contribution equals EUR 41 
million, which includes the 

deployed and the iron gates at 
every entrance leading to the 
facility was sealed and 
guarded by officers.

“Our quest is that … we 
want him to resign immediate 
and effectively and we want 
other Liberians to join us in the 
process,” Mr.  Kanneh says in 
an interview.

In what may be the first of 
such terrible style of protest in 
Liberia, Mr. Ponpon appeared 
to have concealed gasoline 
and fire litter to make his way 
into the premises of the 
Temple of Justice on Capitol 
Hill ahead of November 8, the 
day he publicized that he 
would have set himself ablaze.

Ponpon and few of his 
fellow aggrieved judicial 
workers had just been served 
some writ of arrests Monday, 2 
November by court officers 
when he suddenly walked up 
the stairs outside the building 
hosting the Supreme Court and 
pulled out a bottle filled with 
gas from under his double 
clothes with coat on top.

He placed the writ by his 
side, lied on the floor while he 
spilled the gas over his body, 
mainly on his chest and then 
pulled out a fire litter, setting 
himself ablaze as those around 
him yelled and cried out for his 
life.

The courtyard went wild as 
Mr. Ponpon’s “Arab style 
protest” sent a shock to almost 
everyone seeing him burnt in 
flame on the sunny Monday.

In an effort to save Mr. 
Ponpon, some of his colleagues 
used water reserved in an anti 
– coronavirus bucket to 
extinguish the fire. But the fire 
left his skin peeled and 

German Federal Government 
co-financing of the OCWAR T 
project totalling EUR 5 million. 
The projects will run until 
2022-2023.

Working on all three fronts 
will allow for greater synergy 
and strengthening of inter-
a g e n c y  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  
Moreover, the projects build on 
and complement previous and 
on-going EU-funded support, 
including the West Africa Police 
Information System (WAPIS).-
Press release

wounded. His colleagues 
suddenly took him away using a 
motorbike to seek medication.

On Monday, some of the 
judicial workers assembled at 
the scene where Ponpon set 
himself ablaze and staged a 
protest, demanding justice and 
the resignation of Chief Justice 
Korkpor. 

They have vowed to parade 
with caskets at the court’s 
premises. Riot police were 
deployed at the scene, with no 
latter incident.

Prior to leading his fellow 
workers into this sustained 
protest at the Judicial branch, 
Ponpon has been in different 
protests as a student and as a 
campaigner following different 
issues, including his advocacy 
for same sex union, something 
which is a taboo in the Liberian 
society.

Ponpon’s move to campaign 
for gay rights in Liberia 
resulted to the burning down of 
a house rented by his mother 
after he set up the Movement 
for the Defence of Gays and 
Lesbians in Liberia in January 
2012 to defend the rights of 
homosexuals in the country.

He survived other attacks 
that were related to his 
homosexual campaign before 
he finally aborted the move. 
He took part in student politics 
at the state – run University of 
Liberia before coming out to 
take on issues on the national 
level.

In December 2011, Ponpon 
was sent to court by the Liberia 
National Police along with one 
Oliver Siaty for trial for burning 
the Norwegian flag.

Justice MinisterJustice Minister
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e  c o m m i s s a i r e  
général du Service Ld' immigration du 

Libéria (LIS), le colonel 
Robert Budy, appelle les 
ressortissants étrangers 
vivant au Libéria à se faire 
délivrer un titre de séjour en 
procédant de manière légale.

"Pour authentifier votre 
séjour dans ce pays en tant 
q u ' é t r a n g e r,  j e  v o u s  
encourage à obtenir un 
titrede séjour libérien de la 
bonne manière pour éviter 
q u e  v o u s  a y e z  d e s  
problèmes", a récemment 
déclaré le colonel Budy lors 
d'un forum de sensibilisation.

Le forum a été organisé par 
le Service Libérien de 
l’Immigration dans le but de 
sensibiliser les étrangers sur 
les règles et règlements qui 
régissent leur séjour au 
Libéria. Il s'est tenu dans la 
salle de conférence de 
l'Association des jeunes 
femmes chrétiennes (YWCA) à 
C o n g o  To w n ,  a v e c  l a  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d e s  
ressortissants des pays 
membres de la Communauté 
économique des États de 
l'Afrique de l'Ouest (CEDEAO) 
et des pays non-membres.

L o r s  d u  f o r u m ,  l e  
commissaire général Budy a 
déclaré que les étrangers 
devraient se conformer à la loi 
du Libéria en entrant dans le 
pays par les postes frontaliers 
officiels afin d'obtenir les bons 
d o c u m e n t s  q u i  l e s  
qualifieraient pour devenir des 
étrangers légitimes au Libéria.

 Le patron du LIS a dit qu'un 
étranger ne doit pas entrer 
illégalement dans un pays et 
acquérir les documents du pays 

par le biais de personnes ou 
d’un support non autorisé.

Selon lui, une tentative 
p o u r  u n  é t r a n g e r  d e  
s'impliquer dans un tel acte 
constitue automatiquement 
une menace pour la sécurité 
du pays, ce qui, dit-il, 
amènerait les autorités du 
pays à se méfier de la 
véritable identité de la 
personne.

Le président George MannehWeah est peut-être encore en train de se 
remettre de l'euphorie qui a caractérisé le lancement officiel de « Liberia 
Airway», Wings of Liberia, à l'aéroport international de Roberts dans le 
comté de Margibi la semaine dernière. Selon un communiqué de la 
présidence, le président Weah, par le lancement officiel d’une 
compagnie nationale de transporteur aérien, « a réalisé l’une des choses 
qu’il souhaitait depuis longtemps – voirla République du Libéria avoir sa 
propre compagnie de transport aérien ».

«Ayant su que le Libéria possédait autrefois ce qu’on appelait alors « 
Liberia Airlines »avant la guerre civile, et se sentant jaloux de voir 
d’autres pays plus petits posséder leurs propres avions, le Président avait 
nourri le souhait que le pays fasse la reconquête du ciel avec ses couleurs 
nationales (rouge, blanche et bleu) », indique le communiqué.

Quoique le lancement ait été fait sans que le pays ne possède le moindre 
avion, les autorités ne cachent pas leur fierté. C’est pour eux un exploit 
inégalable. «Je suis ravi d’être ici aujourd’hui pour assister à cette 
cérémonie organisée par les promoteurs de la nouvelle compagnie 
aérienne qui sera connue et appelée Lone Star Air, Wings of Liberia», a dit 
le chef de l’Etat.

Il a fait savoir que le lancement de Lone Star Air est conforme à son 
souhait de longue date, à sa vision et à son appel clair pour la place du 
Libéria dans l’industrie aéronautique internationale ; pour les 
investisseurs impartiaux de s’intéresser et d’explorer les opportunités 
d’investissement dans le secteur.A M. Weahde réitérer la nécessité pour 
les investisseurs d’explorer le domaine de l’aviation et de s’engager dans 
des entreprises qui créent des emplois et renforcent l’économie 
libérienne.

« Dès mon retour de ma première visite officielle en France, j’ai 
encouragé les investisseurs à développer une nouvelle compagnie 
aérienne libérienne qui reliera le Libéria à la sous-région ouest-africaine 
et au reste du monde.Récemment, j’ai été si heureux lorsque j’ai été 
informé par les autorités du ministère des Transports que des 
investisseurs potentiels de notre pays frère, le Ghana, avaient formé un 
partenariat avec des entrepreneurs libérienset ont demandé à l’autorité 
de l’aviation l’autorisation de développer conjointement une nouvelle 
compagnie aérienne pour le Libéria », a dit le président Weah avant de 
remercier ceux qui ont entrepris cette initiative historique.

«Mon rêve, mon espoir et ma vision ont été de voir très bientôt Lone Star 
Air, les ailes du Libéria, arborer notre drapeau dans le ciel international, 
briller si fort. Le lancement de Lone Star Air est une initiative opportune 
qui doit être saluée et encouragée.», a-t-il ajouté.

Bien que nous nous félicitions des investissements progressifs qui 
stimuleraient notre économie nationale, nous avertissons le 
gouvernement que l’exploitation d’un service aérien n’est pas un jeu 
d’enfant, car elle exige des investissements sérieux et une énorme 
responsabilité à l’échelle nationale et internationale.

Si l’on s’en tient aux nouvelles ou aux expériences des pays dont 
économie est forte en Afrique, comme le Nigéria, l'Afrique du Sud, le 
Kenya ou l'Éthiopie et ailleurs, le gouvernement du Libéria devrait être 
très circonspect dans la façon dont il procède sur cette question.

Ces pays dotés de compagnie de transporteurs aérien peinent 
sérieusement à maintenir leurs services, principalement en raison d'une 
mauvaise gestion et de la corruption. Un tel mauvais environnement des 
affaires érode la confiance du public dans une compagnie nationale de 
transporteur aérien et dépeint une image très négative du pays, ce qui 
implique par conséquent la chasse des investisseurs.

Il ne suffit pas de procéder à un lancement, mais il faut réfléchir 
sérieusement à la gestion de la compagnie qui devrait faire la fierté de 
chaque Libérien et de notre pays bien-aimé. Le président Weah a révélé 
que l'entreprise actuelle était le fruit des efforts des autorités du 
ministère des Transports et des investisseurs du Ghana, qui s'associent 
avec des entrepreneurs libériens pour ressusciter le transporteur aérien 
national, qui est hors service depuis près d'un demi-siècle.

Compte tenu de la crise économique mondiale qui a même été exacerbée 
par la pandémie de la COVID-19, nous pensons qu'une réflexion 
approfondie devrait être menée à ce sujet afin que le Libéria fasse les 
choses différemment cette fois-ci. Ce n’est pas parce que les pays voisins 
ont des compagnies de transport aérien que nous devons penser que nous 
sommes prêts pour se lancer sur le marché de l’aviation civile, parce que 
cette activité se nourrit de confiance, de fiabilité et d’efficacité.

Le président ivoirien 
Alassane Ouattara (à dr.), 
avec son homologue français 
Emmanuel Macron lors d’une 
cérémonie de pose de la 
première brique du futur 
marché de Bouaké, le 22 
décembre 2019, à Bouaké, en 
Côte d’Ivoire.

Le président ivoirien 
Alassane Ouattara (à dr.), 
avec son homologue français 
Emmanuel Macron lors d’une 
cérémonie de pose de la 

première brique du futur 
marché de Bouaké, le 22 
décembre 2019, à Bouaké, en 
Côte d’Ivoire.

Le  prés ident  i vo i r ien  
Alassane Ouattara, 78 ans, a 
été réélu pour un troisième 
mandat controversé sur le score 
fleuve de 94,27% des voix au 
premier tour, l’opposition ayant 
boycotté le scrutin, selon les 
résultats proclamés par la 
C o m m i s s i o n  é l e c t o r a l e  
indépendante (CEI) mardi à 

l’aube.
L’opposition, qui juge ce 

n o u v e a u  m a n d a t  
“inconstitutionnel” et ne 
reconnaît plus Ouattara 
comme président, a annoncé 
lundi qu’elle avait créé un 
“ C o n s e i l  n a t i o n a l  d e  
transition” pour former un 
“ g o u v e r n e m e n t  d e  
transition”. De nombreux 
Ivo i r iens  c ra ignent  de  
nouvelles violences; une 
quarantaine de personnes ont 
été tuées depuis le mois 
d’août, don’t au moins 9 
depuis le vote samedi.

Mardi, l’Union européenne 
a “pris note de l’annonce des 
résultats provisoires” et 
e x p r i m é  “ s a  v i v e  
préoccupation concernant les 
tensions, les provocations et 
les incitations à la haine qui 
ont prévalu et continuent de 
subsister dans le pays autour 
de ce scrutin”.

Selon les chiffres de la CEI, 
le taux de participation, un 
enjeu important de ce scrutin 
du fait du boycott de 
l’opposition, est de 53,90%.

D e s  m i l i t a n t s  d e  
l’opposition, qui avait appelé 
à la “désobéissance civile”, 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Éditorial
Gérer une compagnie aérienne 
nationale n’est pas de la blague

Le patron des services de 
l'immigration avertit les étrangers

Côte d’Ivoire : Ouattara réélu pour 
un 3emandat avec 94,27% des voix

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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RINCETON – L’étrange et quelque peu 
démoralisante campagne présidentielle Paméricaine a été marquée par une absence de 

substance dans le débat, et par un déluge de 
mensonges. Comme l’a exprimé Joe Biden face à 
Donald Trump lors du premier débat télévisé, « Tout 
ce qu’il dit est un mensonge. Je ne suis pas là pour 
souligner ses mensonges. Tout le monde sait que c’est 
un menteur. »

En politique, plus le recours aux contrevérités est 
fréquent, plus chacun des camps dispose de grain à 
moudre pour accuser l’autre de mensonge. S’ensuit 
une spirale de malhonnêteté, qui rend impossible 
tout débat rationnel. Un mensonge en entraînant un 
autre, la politique normale se trouve remplacée par 
une politique de l’exception. Si nous le savons, c’est 
parce que ce phénomène ne constitue ni une 
nouveauté, ni une marque exclusive du XXIe siècle.

L’histoire abonde de périodes au cours desquelles une 
société s’est retrouvée submergée par le mensonge. 
Shakespeare décrivait déjà brillamment ce problème 
à travers ses pièces. Dans Comme il vous plaira, le 
bouffon de la cour, Touchstone, décrit en sept degrés 
l’escalade de la véhémence lorsqu’il s’agit de 
démentir : le quatrième degré est celui de la « 
Riposte vaillante, le cinquième la Riposte 
querelleuse, le sixième le Démenti conditionnel, et le 
septième le Démenti direct ».

Dans une sorte de mécanisme infernal, le premier 
démenti direct entraîne un cycle sans fin. Les 
mensonges créent la nécessité d’autres 
contrevérités, et à mesure qu’ils gonflent, ceux qui 
les proclament croient souvent renforcer leur 
argumentaire. Pour tous les autres, en revanche, 
cette escalade est facilement discernable dès lors 
qu’apparaît la forme la plus basique de mensonge : 
une distorsion des faits.

La manipulation des faits devrait aisément pouvoir 
être dénoncée. Trump a débuté son mandat sur un 
mensonge selon lequel la foule lors de son investiture 
aurait été plus nombreuse que celle venue applaudir 
le président Barack Obama quatre ans plus tôt. Les 
preuves photographiques démontrent qu’il s’agissait 
d’une pure invention. Mais peut-être était-ce 
l’objectif : Trump entendait recourir au mensonge 
pour affirmer son pouvoir.

Les dictateurs du XXIe siècle ont volontiers employé 
la tactique du « grand mensonge », qu’ils ont inscrite 
au cœur de l’exercice du pouvoir. Adolf Hitler décrit 
presque mécaniquement cet exercice dans Mein 
Kampf : « Dans le grand mensonge, il y a toujours une 
certaine force de crédibilité, parce que les masses 
d’une nation sont toujours plus facilement 
corrompues dans les couches les plus profondes de 
leurs émotions que consciemment ou volontairement 
». Accusant lui-même ses opposants de pratiquer le 
grand mensonge, Hitler livre ici un aperçu de la 
manière dont il s’emparera du pouvoir.

Une autre forme de mensonge fait intervenir une 
simplification erronée, plus difficile à dénoncer. Ici, 
l’affirmation du politicien vise à faire obstacle à 
toute discussion plus profonde sur la problématique 
évoquée. C’est ainsi que lors du second débat Biden-
Trump, les fact-checkers du New York Times ont fait 
savoir que deux affirmations économiques formulées 
au cours de la discussion étaient fausses, la première 
étant celle de Biden selon laquelle Trump avait « 
entraîné une augmentation, et non un diminution, du 
déficit [commercial] vis-à-vis de la Chine ».

La vérité est ici plus complexe. Sous la présidence 
Trump, le déficit bilatéral de l’Amérique vis-à-vis de 
la Chine a dans un premier temps augmenté entre 
2016 et 2018, puis diminué en raison notamment des 
droits de douanes imposés par Trump. Pour autant, le 
déficit commercial global de l’Amérique, corrigé des 
variations saisonnières n’a cessé de se creuser depuis 

2016, atteignant cet été un niveau supérieur par 
rapport à la même période en 2019. La question est 
d’autant plus compliquée que certains pans du déficit 
américain se rapportent à d’autres pays qui achètent 
des produits intermédiaires en provenance de Chine, 
tels que des produits pharmaceutiques génériques 
importés d’Inde.

La deuxième contrevérité soulignée par les fact-
checkers concernait la question de savoir si la Chine 
devait ou non verser des réparations pour avoir causé la 
pandémie de COVID-19. Trump a affirmé avec insistance 
« La Chine paye actuellement. Elle paye des milliards et 
des milliards de dollars », sous-entendant que les droits 
de douanes appliqués par son administration 
constituaient une forme de réparation.

Les États-Unis ont effectivement perçu plus de 60 
milliards $ en droits de douanes sur 360 milliards $ de 
valeur de produits chinois avant la pandémie. Il est 
toutefois difficile de déterminer précisément qui a 
payé ces « réparations ». Dans certains cas, les 
producteurs chinois ont dû réduire leurs prix pour rester 
compétitifs sur le marché américain. Mais dans 
beaucoup d’autres, les droits de douanes ont conduit à 
une hausse des prix pour les consommateurs 
américains. En somme, ces distorsions semblent n’avoir 
servi aucun autre véritable objectif que d’appuyer 
l’affirmation de l’administration Trump selon laquelle 
elle faisait rendre des comptes à un gouvernement 
étranger.

En tout état de cause, l’économie qui sous-tend des 
affirmations a priori simples lors des débats 
présidentiels est rarement claire et précise. Les 
mesures politiques de fond le sont encore moins. La 
politique économique est-elle censée obtenir le 
meilleur deal possible pour les consommateurs 
américains ? Si oui, alors les droits de douanes sont une 
erreur. L’objectif consiste-t-il à préserver les emplois 
américains. Si oui, alors Trump pourra peut-être 
affirmer avoir protégé certains secteurs, mais 
seulement au détriment d’autres. Le fait de rendre plus 
coûteux certains produits intermédiaires importés 
entraîne des répercussions majeures : un plus haut 
niveau de droits de douanes sur l’acier importé conduit 
à des prix plus élevés, ainsi qu’à une demande réduite 
du secteur automobile, avec pour conséquences des 
disparitions d’emplois.

Intervient enfin le mensonge idéologique, qui vise 
principalement à faire dérailler le processus politique 
normal. Ce genre de mensonge n’est pas facile à 
souligner pour les fact-checkers. Dans un essai frappant 
intitulé « Live Not by Lies », rédigé en 1974 peu avant 
son arrestation, Alexandre Soljenitsyne explique que ce 
sont les idées, plus que les déclarations factuelles, qui 
rendent un mensonge convaincant. « Si nous ne 
renforcions rien au moyen des

baleines de corset ou des écailles de l'idéologie, si nous 
ne cousions pas ces loques poulies, nous serions frappés 
de voir avec quelle rapidité, quelle absence de 
résistance le mensonge

tomberait à terre de lui-même, et ce qui doit être nu 
apparaîtrait au monde dans sa nudité. » De même, le 
grand défenseur tchèque de la vérité, Vaclav Havel, 
explique que la « puissance des impuissants » réside 
dans le refus du petit peuple d’accepter le grand 
mensonge.

Une partie de l’approche globale de Trump consiste à 
suggérer que la politique est toujours une histoire de 
mensonge, et que les politiciens sont tous des 
menteurs. D’où sa démarche ayant consisté lors du 
second débat à dépeindre Biden comme un politicien de 
Washington de longue date, et à se décrire lui-même 
comme un outsider. En d’autres occasions, Trump se 
vente d’avoir inventé un nouveau vocabulaire de nature 
à perpétuer un style inédit de politique. « Je pense que 
l’un des termes les plus géniaux que j’aie pu trouver est 
celui de 'fake' », disait-il en 2017.

FrançaisFrançais
2020                              

"Au lieu de chercher des 
moyens illégaux pour vivre au 
Libéria en tant qu'étranger, 
s u i v e z  l e s  r è g l e s  e t  
règlements qui exigent qu'un 
é t r ange r  ob t i enne  un  
document étranger valide du 
LIS et de ses partenaires afin 
de garantir votre séjour en 
tant qu'étranger dans ce 
pays", a dit le Colonel Budy.

Il a révélé que « la plupart 
des problèmes d’entrée et de 
séjour illégaux des étrangers 
au Libéria proviennent des 
États membres de la CEDEAO 
».

« Aussi difficile que cela 
puisse paraître, les étrangers 
d o i v e n t  a i d e r  l e  
Gouvernement libérien à les 
protéger et à protéger leurs 
biens », a-t-il dit.

P o u r  s a  p a r t ,  l a  
c o m m i s s a i r e  g é n é r a l e  
adjointe du Service de 
l ’ I m m i g r a t i o n  d u  
L i b é r i a c h a r g é e  d e  l a  
naturalisation, Me Asatu Bah-
Kenneth, arévélé que le LIS a 
l’intention de numériser sa 
base de données en vue 
d’accélérerla collecte des 
données et d’améliorer le 

ayant saccagé ou bloqué 
environ 5.000 bureaux de 
vote, 17.601 bureaux des 
22.381 bureaux ont pu ouvrir, 
selon la CEI.

L e  c a n d i d a t  à  l a  
présidentielle ivoirienne 
Kouadio Konan Bertin, en 
tenue de chef traditionnel, 
sourit à ses partisans lors de 
son investiture au Palais de la 
Culture d’Abidjan le 4 octobre 
2020.Le candidat à la 
présidentielle ivoirienne 
Kouadio Konan Bertin, en 
tenue de chef traditionnel, 
sourit à ses partisans lors de 
son investiture au Palais de la 
Culture d’Abidjan le 4 octobre 
2 0 2 0 . L e  c a n d i d a t  
indépendant Kouadio Konan 
Bertin est deuxième avec 
1,99% des voix, devant les 
deux autres candidats qui 
avaient appelé au boycott, 
l’ancien président Henri 
Konan Bédié (1,66%) et l’ex-
Premier ministre Pascal Affi 
N’Guessan (0,99%).

La CEI a trois jours pour 
transmettre ces résultats au 
Conseil constitutionnel, qui a 
sept jours pour les valider ou 
non.Elu en 2010, réélu en 
2015, Alassane Ouattara avait 
annoncé en mars qu’il 
renonçait à une nouvelle 
candidature,  avant  de 
changer d’avis en août, à la 
suite du décès de son dauphin 
désigné, le Premier ministre 
Amadou Gon Coulibaly.

système de traçage des 
immigrants. Elle a aussi 
demandé aux étrangers de 
passer par la voix légale pour 
obtenir des titres de séjour.

Elle a insisté sur la nécessité 
de se conformer aux règlements 
et aux lois de leur pays 
d’accueil afin d’éviter d’être 
en conflit avec la loi. Il est donc 
important, selon elle, que les 
étrangers travaillent avec le 
gouvernement qui en retour 
pourra les protéger.

Les représentants des 
r e s s o r t i s s a n t s é t r a n g e r s  
présents au forum se sont 
félicitésde l’initiative du LIS en 
organisant une telle rencontre 
qui vise à les éclairer sur de 
nombreux points.Ils ont dit 
souhaiter tout ce temps une 
t e l l e  o c c a s i o n  d e  
sensibilisationqui aurait pu leur 
permettre d’éviter beaucoup 
de stress et d’embarras qu'ils 
ont vécus en tant qu'étrangers 
au Libéria.

Ils ont par ailleurs exprimé 
leur joie de vivre en paix depuis 
leur arrivée au Libéria, un État 
membre de la CEDEAO et ont dit 
s'engagent à respecter la 
primauté du droit au Libéria.

L a  l o i  f o n d a m e n t a l e  
ivoirienne prévoit un maximum 
de deux mandats, mais le 
Conseil constitutionnel a 
estimé qu’avec la nouvelle 
Constitution adoptée en 2016, 
le compteur des mandats 
présidentiels a été remis à zéro. 
Ce que l’opposition conteste.

“Pour nos enfants”
Lundi soir, l’ancien président 

Bédié a écrit sur Twitter: “Ma 
résidence a été attaquée par 
des tirs à l’arme lourde. 
Simultanément, les résidences 
d e s  m e m b r e s  d e  
l’opposition…ont également 
été attaquées.”

“Nous étions chez le 
président Bédié. Nous avons 
entendu huit coups. C’était très 
fort. Les vitres ont tremblé”, a 
confirmé Maurice Kakou 
Guikahué, numéro deux du 
p r i n c i p a l  m o u v e m e n t  
d’opposition.Ma résidence a 
été attaquée par des tirs à 
l’arme lourde. Simultanément, 
les résidences des membres de 
l’opposition — AssoaAdou, 
@atmabri et @p_affi — ont 
également été attaquées. 
#CIV2020 #CIV225 #CIV

Si la mission d’observation 
de l’Union africaine estime que 
“l’élection s’est déroulée de 
m a n i è r e  g l o b a l e m e n t  
satisfaisante”, le Centre Carter, 
fondation créée par l’ancien 
président des Etats-Unis et prix 
Nobel de la paix Jimmy Carter, 
est beaucoup plus critique : 
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Le mensonge l’emportera-t-il ?

Par Harold JamesLe patron des services

Côte d’Ivoire : 
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his article is build on the following 
“pillars”ends with recommendations—ways Tout of the “boozing culture”

NOTE: The Author’s placement of the two “liquor- 
promotion photos” over the (prototype) Flag of 
Liberia is a symbolism of Liberians boozers’ 
prioritization of liquor over Liberia—I mean putting 
the Country’s development UNDER drunkenness 
(intoxication)

Disclaimer: This article isn’t intended to 
“demonize” (blackmail) any of the “business 
institutions” featured through photo or written 
information. I strongly believe that (all) commercial 
ventures are contributing to the “development” of 
my Country, Liberia, in one way or another.

Is Liberia competing with South Africa in record 
alcohol consumption? The alcoholic addiction of 
(majority) of South Africans entered global news few 
months.

NUMBER OF LIQUOR HOUSES RIVALING WITH 
NUMBER OF RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES

Your answer for this question—“Why Liberia, 
Africa’s oldest Republic, politically born on the 26th 
day of July, AD 1847, is the most under-developed 
Country in the Continent?”—can be answered by the 
information on the  first or second  building in the 
line of houses along every major road in the Nation’s 
Capital (under a County—Montserrado) and about 
95% of other Counties. (The 5% exception is of 
Counties with Muslims unwaveringly adhering to the 
rigid Sharia Law against alcoholic addiction)

 BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR (1990-2003)……
One alcohol-addiction-related comment that is 

common with many present-time Liberians who had 
often thronged to Beer-sale points in pre-war year 
Liberia is this: “We bathed in beer at the party” or “I 
washed my car with Beer.” 

During this time, Club Beer (being promoted in 
the photo above), a private beverage company, was 
the “king of liquors” in Liberia. The Company started 
operations in the Country in 1961.

A young man during those days, I saw, at different 
Drinking Bars, a “happy” person, holding a bottle of 
Club Beer with its head pointing downward and its 
yellowish content pouring down on the body of a car 
and the “boozer” (drunkard) hilariously screaming 
about his action, while fellow “intoxicated” 
co l l eague s  “ha i l i n g”  t he  ac t i on .  The  

comment is: “I’m charged” (Most of the drunkards 
wrongly pronounce the ‘charged’—enunciating the 
word as if it were spelled “char”)

In post-war Liberia, one out of every five buildings 
along every major road is a Drinking Bar. 

Unlike during pre-war time, teenagers are in the 
leadership role of excessive drinking, often bragging 
about being ‘sober’ after consuming fifteen or more 
bottles of Club Beer with liquid content 68% and 
alcohol content 16%.  Many of these “young 
professional drinkers” are students in grade schools 
(Elementary-12th grades)

The major alcohol-induced feeling is sexual, said a 
a young man in a friendship discussion on alcohol 
consumption.. “When you, a man, are drunk, the 
main feeling you experience is sexual desire—to be 
on top of a woman. This is the same with an 
intoxicated woman, according to most of my female 
colleagues I go out with to the Beer Bars regularly,” 
the alcoholic confessed.

SOURCE OF THE “LIQUOR MONEY”
There are two major sources for “plenty liquor-

drinking money” in Liberia.
The first channel is government officials—from 

their salaries or from “free money” through bribes. 
Sometimes the money is their “share” of “National 
Development Fund” sent by one of “Liberia’s 
Development Partners”—America, China, European 
Union, etc.  

The second source is “praise-singing” 
(sycophancy) or “verbal attack” in favor of wealthy 
people, especially the Nation’s President or and 
members of the Legislature. 

Jobless young men (and sometime women) lead in 
either of the two categories. Their main channel is 
“political program” on Radio. They call to any 
“political program” to shower praises on their 
political benefactor being hosted on the program, or 
to defend the person being criticized on the program. 
Some also do same to a popular political figure (in 
Studio) the “praise-singer” or “defender” plan to 
meet later for financial help.

Another defense point is the “Intellectual 
Center”—a public “talking point”, where attendants 
deify or demonize popular public figures. This 
concept was created in post-war Liberia and has 
spread to all regions of the Country. Majority of 
working-age men in each community around the 
Country sit here—throughout day-light time (working 
period) “arguing” mostly on local politicians and 
European football matches or Leagues, or 
performances of players in European football 
Leagues.  

babbling—intoxication-induced talking—was too much 
here. 

Many were alternating the liquor with “Bone” (stick-
size wrapped grass) or “Pipe” (hallowed wood with tray 
for tobacco and smoking-sucking point)—stuck between 
their lips when the Beer was being wasted over the car 
(symbolizing “washing”) The whirling smoke around the 
celebrants’ heads sparked ‘extra feeling’

Most of these people had been alcoholics from the 
1950s down to the advent of the Country’s civil war. 
Many held the ‘monetary power’ rein created by 
lucrative Government’s jobs or from ownership of 
houses (Real Estate) 

U n e m p l o y e d  l a d i e s — o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
prostitutes—often thronged to here to quench the 
liquor-sparked libido of the male boozers. This 
‘quenching’ was one of the major causes of hike in 
Liberia’s population to which the Samuel Kanyon Doe’s 
Government indirectly alluded to through the 
Administration’s Family Planning awareness in between 
1997 and 1999. Two of the awareness jingle’s stanzas 
said, “Population grow is everybody’s problems” and 
“we must take time how we born our children”

Some were ‘indoctrinating’ young ‘praise-singers’ (at 
the Beer Club), who would continue their ‘legacy’ of 
alcoholism.

DURING THE CIVIL WAR……….
While grenades   were landing everywhere and stray 

bullets flying inches over persons’ heads, addicted 
alcoholics were laughing—hysterically—around tables 
full with Beer and other kinds of liquors.   

The advent of the war “promoted” excessive 
drinking, in the heat of the conflict, especially among 
armed persons—including many of the foreign 
“Peacekeepers” on mandate from the Headquarters of 
ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) 
The “boozing” went along with “grassing” (smoking of 
marijuana) During this time, the peacekeepers served as 
the major common source of the liquor, now foreign 
brands, being hauled into Liberia through Ships brining 
in “supplies” for members of ECOMOG (ECOWAS 
Monitoring Group) This supply of liquor sparked a 
proliferation of smaller “Drinking Bars”, being operated 
by Liberian girlfriends of the foreign soldiers or by 
fiancés of local armed men working “collaboratively” 
with ECOMOG on alcohol.

There was loquaciously chaotic scenes at each of the 
drinking spots.

AFTER THE WAR………..
The first post-war national governmental campaign 

was characterized by excessive drinking by most of the 
campaigners—on the field and in Bars serving as the sole 
“mental relaxation point for campaigners”

The popular post-war alcohol addiction catch 

TO BE CONT’D 
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Being advertised: Billboard of Liberia’s oldest, and 
historical, beverage: Club Beer.  This Billboard was situated 
along Tubman Boulevard—Liberia’s major road connecting  
Center of the Capital, Monrovia—when it was snapped on 
February 25, 2020

Another proof:  liquor varieties & prices price list of 
another “drinking spot”  

Another proof: This notice was seen in front of a Bar near 
the Headquarters of the Liberia National Police (LNP) in 

Monrovia

In post-war time: A price publicity cloth banner on the wall of 
another Drinking Bar.

Editor’s Note: The views and opinions 
expressed in this article does not reflect the view 
of this paper. All images produced herein were 
submitted along with the article by the author. 
This paper has no copyright claims on them.
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he Liberian Editors 
Forum organized by Tt h e  P u b l i s h e r s  

Association of Liberia (PAL) in 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  
INTERNEWS, with support from 
USAID opens today, November 
4, at the Corina Hotel in Sinkor. 

S e v e n t e e n  E d i t o r s  

represent ing  17  med ia  
institutions are expected to 
attend the High Level Media 
Editors Forum under the 
theme: Strengthening Media 
Editorial Leadership During 
Elections.

Four Speakers have been 
selected to lecture on key 
topics relevant to the role of 
the media in civic and voters’ 
education, Avoiding conflict 
during elections, security 
implications and precautions 
for Journalists and how the 
media can ensure balance 
c o v e r a g e  o f  e l e c t i o n  
activities.

He urges the media in 
Liberia, particularly those in 
Bong County to continue to 
work with the security sector 
in making sure that the right 
thing is done.

L iber ia ’s  In format ion  
Minister LedgerhoodRennie 
says government takes the 
mat te r  ve ry  se r i ou s l y,  
commending the police for 
t h e i r  p r e l i m i n a r y  
investigation.

Mr. Rennie notes that the 
government is not in the 
business of running behind its 

 f a r m e r  w h o  
a l legedly  k i l led  Ajourna l i s t  Chr i s  

David Brown in Bong County, 
suspect Henry Tucker has 
been arrested by police, with 
preliminary police report 
saying the accused confessed 
using his single barrel gun to 
shoot the victim when the 
deceased visited his farm to 
steal his goats.

The Inspector General of 
the Liberia National Police 
(LNP), Col. Patrick T. Sudue 
e x p l a i n e d  Tu e s d a y,  3  
November in Monrovia that 
police collected the call log of 
the late journalist Chris David 
Brown and they found out 
that there were 52 calls 
between the victim and the 
killer between Wednesday 
and the day of the incident, 
Thursday, 29 October. 

Col. Sudue accompanied at 
the press conference by 
I n f o r m a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  
LedgerhoodRennie and Press 
Union of Liberia (PUL) 
President Charles Cuffey 
explains that police ran the 
number of alleged notorious 
criminal Prince Garlawulo, 
and with citizens’ help, they 
apprehended him.

According to Col. Sudue, 

Prince revealed that the 
owner of the Tucker Farm, 
s u spec t  Hen r y  Tucke r  
discharged the fire arm, an 
information that he says led 
to Tucker’s arrest and his 
subsequent alleged admission 
to shooting victim Brown.

“ A n d  b a s e d  u p o n  
information again from the 
same community, from our 
people, we were able to 
establish a link between the 
deceased and the arrested 
criminal Prince Garlawulo and 
a lady by the name of Geeta 
Bryant  who owns  and  
operates a restaurant in Bong 
County,” Col. Sudue explains.

Re a d i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  
statement earlier, Moses 
Carter says journalist Chris 

The four speakers are the 
Minister of Information, Mr. 
Legerhood J. Rennie.Mr. Paul 
Wreh-Wilson, Director of Civil 
and Voters’ education at the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission, Mr. Thomas 
Kaydor , Assistant Professor at 
the University of Liberia, and 

Senator Steve Zargo of Lofa 
County.

The President of the Press 
Union of Liberia, Mr. Charles 
Coffey and Lien Bach, Chief of 
Party at the Liberia Media 
Development Program are 
expected to make special 
remarks.

The Forum will be climaxed 
with the launch of an Editorial 
Handbook for Media Editors, a 
USAID sponsored manual for 
Editors covering Elections.

The one-day Forum begins 
at 8:30 prompt, with all 
participants urged to be on 
time. 

own citizens, assuring the 
media community that during 
these trying times, it assures 
media practitioners of fullest 
protection in the execution of 
their responsibility.

“You can go ahead and do 
your reportorial duties without 
fear or favor because the 
Government of Liberia will 
ensure, like every other 
citizen, the right to live 
without fear and favor and you 
are fully protected,” Mr. 
Rennie notes.

David Brown, a reporter of 
Radio Paraclete of Gbarnga 
City, Bong County, was allegedly 
shot dead on Thursday, 29 
October and that suspect 
Tucker has been arrested in 
relation to the killing.

The police spokesman 
explains that victim Brown’s 
lifeless body was discovered 
lying in a creek mid-day on 
Saturday, 31 October around 
Tucker Town, Bong County on 
the road leading to Lofa County.

During police preliminary 
investigation, Carter notes that 
a 12 - man Coroner Juror was 
constituted to conduct an 
inquest or physical examination 
on the body and reported that 
the victim died as a result of a 
bullet wound from a single 
barrel gun. 

“Suspect Henry Tucker, a 
f a r m e r  o f  t h e  Tu c k e r  
Community, Bong County was 
arrested late last evening, 
November 2, 2020 after a 
manhunt was declared for 
suspect Prince Garlawulo, a 
notorious robber in Bong 
County,” Carter says.

He continues that the 
alleged notorious robber 
Garlawulo speaking confirmed 
the shooting of his colleague, 
journalist Brown by suspect 
Henry Tucker.

“Suspect Garlawulo further 
informed Police investigators 
that he and the deceased 
journalist were usually in the 
business of stealing goats,” 
Carter reveals. 

Additionally, he says suspect 
Garlawulo indicated that on 
several occasions, he and 
journalist Brown allegedly 
succeeded in stealing goats and 
selling them to a lady identified 
as Geeta Bryant.

Suspect Garlawulo allegedly 
told police investigators when 
he and the deceased journalist 
visited the farm of suspect 
Henry Tucker in order to steal 
goats, it led to the deceased 
journalist being shot dead with 
a single barrel gun.

Further, Carter explains that 

s u s p e c t  H e n r y  Tu c k e r  
a d m i t t e d  t o  s h o o t i n g  
journalist Chris David Brown, 
allegedly noting that his goats 
were always stolen by 
unknown persons.

He says the suspect Tucker 
stated that on Thursday night, 
he saw two unidentified men 
who visited his farm to steal 
his goats. 

He claims to have alarmed 
and discharged his single 
barrel gun when the two men 
were allegedly about to 
escape with his goats, leading 
to the death of the journalist.

According to Carter, 
Madam Geeta Bryan in 
conversation with police 
investigators confirmed 
regular interaction between 
her and the deceased 
journalist in the trade of 
goats. 

Meanwhile, Carter says 
suspects Prince Garlawulo and 
Henry Tucker are under police 
custody undergoing further 
investigation.

He says the single barrel 
gun used by suspect Henry 
Tucker has also been retrieved 
and is in police custody.

He assures the public that 
those arrested will be duly 
charged and forwarded to 
court in order to face the full 

weight of the law.
Mr.  Cha r l e s  Cu f f e y,  

president of the Press Union of 
Liberia (PUL) says the press 
union’s interest is to bring 
perpetrator to justice, noting 
that as the union did in the 
case of later journalist Tyron 
B r o w n ,  i t  h a s  a l s o  
collaborated with the state 
security including the police 
a n d  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  
responsible were brought to 
justice.

“So we first want to hail 
the police and other security 
apparatus for ensuring that 
the suspects have been 
arrested,” Mr. Cuffey says, 
noting that once somebody is 
killed and nothing is done, it 
breeds tension.
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Journalist killer arrested
By Winston W. Parley

Editors Forum 
begins today
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rgentina legend 
Diego Maradona is to Aundergo "routine 

surgery" on a blood clot on his 
brain, his doctor said.

The 1986 World Cup 
winner, 60, was admitted to 
Ipensa clinic in Buenos Aires 
on Monday, suffering from 
anaemia and dehydration.

L e o p o l d o  L u q u e ,  
M a r a d o n a ' s  p e r s o n a l  
physician, said the surgery 
would take place later on 
Tuesday.

"He is lucid, he understands, 
h e  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  
intervention," Luque told 
reporters.

Maradona now coaches 
G imnas i a  y  E s g r ima  i n  
Argentina's top flight.

He attended the side's game 
against Patronato on Friday, his 
60th birthday.

Supporters of the Gimnasia y 
E s g r i m a  h a v e  b e e n  
congregating outside the 
hospital carrying messages of 
support  for  the former 

did he choose such a 
g r u e s o m e ,  i n s i g h t f u l ,  
excruciatingly painful, self-
annihilating manner to make 
his point. During and after the 
14 years of our war and the 
terrible experiences there 
from, I stop saying that 
Liberians were incapable of 
inflicting certain cruelty and 
inhumanity on another human 
being. Now, I have to stop 
thinking that no Liberian is 
capable of protesting in the 
Archie way. What all this 
confirms is that we must 
p u r s u e  j u s t i c e  i n  a l l  
circumstances speedily, 
properly, adequately, timely, 
humanely and passionately. 
Pray for Archie's speedy 
recovery,” Senator Wesseh 
laments.

Speaking to this paper 
Tuesday, November 03, in his 
office at the Capitol Senator 
Wesseh noted by that his 
immolation Mr. Ponpon is 

iver Gee County 
Senator Conmany RWesseh expresses 

utmost shock over protesting 
judicial staff Leroy Archie 
Ponpon setting himself ablaze 
in demand of salary cuts or 
a r r e a r s  o w e d  b y  t h e  
Government of Liberia.

Po n p o n  i s  h e a d  o f  
protesting judicial staffers, 

who suffered cuts in their 
monthly salary, as part of a 
g o v e r n m e n t  s a l a r y  
h a r m o n i z a t i o n  p o l i c y  
implemented this year across 
the public service.   

“ Indeed,  everyone of  
conscience must be troubled 
about what may have driven 
Archie to prefer taking his own 
life than negotiating a solution 
across the table. More so, why 

Argentina forward.
Luque added that Maradona 

will be transferred to Olivos 
Clinic in Buenos Aires province.

His former club Napoli, who 
he helped to two Serie A titles, 
tweeted a message of support.

However, Coronavirus has 
been ruled out as a possible 
cause.

There has yet to be any 
comment made by the Ipensa 
Hospital, where he is believed 
to be have been admitted to.

CONT’D ON PAGE 6

I’m shocked
-Sen. Wesseh on Ponpon’s immolation

By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Diego Maradona to have surgery on blood clot on brain
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