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ncertainty over the referendum continues 
to grow as voters find it increasingly Udifficult to understand what they are 

expected to vote on, and officials try to bring some 
clarity on whether or not the referendum will even 
take place on December 8. 

Esther Kollie of Gaynimah town, who is voting for 
the first time, said that the entire process is a 
mystery to her, as no one told her anything about 
what she is expected to do on December 8. Speaking 
of the referendum, she is even more confused. 
“Even my parents don't know what you are talking 
about,” she told our reporter when she was asked 
about the referendum. “I thought you have come to 
explain to us”, she told the reporter.

 
Liberians are expected at the voting booths on 

December 8 to cast ballots in the race for the 15 
Senate seats and two vacated seats in the House of 
Representatives. In addition, the NEC began 
organizing for the holding of the national 
referendum on the same day with the legislative 
elections, but a recent ruling by the Supreme Court 
complicated the matters even further.  

SunnieWennie, the coordinator for people living 
with disabilities in Gbarpolucounty, emphasized that 
there is a pronounced lack of awareness among 
voters who do not fully understand much about the 
referendum. He placed the blame on the central 
government due to failure to allocate sufficient and 
timely funds for the voter awareness campaign. 

Mr. Wennie fears that the confusion may lead to 
potential violence if authorities, such as the 
National Elections Commission, do not take 
immediate steps to properly educate the voters. He 
called on the government to find remedy to the 
situation to avoid the country reverting to crisis.

Addressing a news conference in Monrovia, 
Minister McGill said: “As you know, as soon as the 
Supreme Court came up with its ruling, people were 
celebrating; they said the referendum was canceled; 
the referendum is not canceled.” He said that the 
National Elections Commission is already printing 
ballots for the referendum in line with the Supreme 
Court’s ruling. 

Solicitor-General Cllr. SaymahSyreniousCephus, 
said that there will be a separate ballot paper for 
each of the Constitution’s articles proposed for the 
amendment, and stated that “the referendum is on 
course.”  

 
Voters ask more education 
Senior Electoral Magistrate of Gbarpolucounty, 

Ernest Mccay, said that even though citizens are 
persistently complaining of poor education on the 
voting process, there is currently a “massive 
awareness” campaign on both the elections and the 
referendum. 

But acting chief of Gaynimah town in Bopolu 
district, Gbarpolu county, Willie Johnson, noted that 
many voters are illiterate, including those voting for 
first time, and they may not clearly understand the 
various propositions in the referendum in order to 
make informed decisions.

 
During a week-long tour of towns and villages in 

the county, Chief Johnson explained that since the 
beginning of the electoral process, he has only heard 
that polls will held on December 8, but that there has 
never been civic and voter education in his town.

The Chairperson for the Liberia Motorcycle 
Transport Union branch in Gbarpolu County, 
SekouKromah, said that considering that youths are 
the majority population of the country, and most of 
them are registered voters, adequate education on 
the referendum should be carried out to limit the 
number of invalid votes when the ballots are tallied. 

Senator Jallah, who is seeking re-election, agreed 
that not much has been done in educating the 
electorate about the pending referendum. Senate 
candidate Allen Gbowee stressed that the elections 
are very critical to sustaining a peaceful democracy 
in Liberia and that if the referendum is held, massive 
awareness should have been conducted a year prior 
to the vote.

The national referendum to be held on December 8 
On November 18, the Supreme Court of Liberia 

instructed the National Elections Commission (NEC) to 
print separate ballots for each of the proposition in the 
national referendum, as a result of a petition filed by 
the opposition Collaborating Political Parties (CPP). The 

ruling made many to believe that the entire referendum 
was canceled, however, the Executive Mansion, seat of 
the Liberian Presidency has maintained the referendum 
will be held on December 8, 2020 as planned.

On November 23, Liberia’s Minister of State for 
Presidential Affairs, Nathaniel F. McGill, stated that the 
referendum will be held as scheduled.

Gbarpolu: Voter education 
not reaching all the voters   

By D. Solomon Tayblah (LMD Fellow) 

Esther Kollie of Gaynimah will vote for the first time, but has no information about the process Esther Kollie of Gaynimah will vote for the first time, but has no information about the process 

Acting chief of Gaynimah town Willie Johnson, says that voters have not been educated on the referendumActing chief of Gaynimah town Willie Johnson, says that voters have not been educated on the referendum
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UNICH – The world took note when the 
German start-up BioNTech announced Mits breakthrough in the development 

of a new type of vaccine to combat COVID-19. 
After testing tens of thousands of people, 
BioNTech’s vaccine has been shown to be 95% 
effective in providing protection for those 
who would otherwise have been infected. 
The company was the first to apply for 
emergency use authorization for a 
coronavirus vaccine in the United States, and 
it has announced that it will soon take similar 
steps in Europe.

Anti-viral vaccines are usually made with 
devitalized viral materials fabricated outside 
the body, but BioNTech has pursued a new 
method of injecting genetically modified 
RNA into the patient. This prompts the 
patient’s cells to produce a characteristic 
protein of the relevant SARS-CoV-2 virus 
themselves, enabling the body’s immune 
system to build up an effective response 
before it encounters the real virus.

The great advantage of this approach is that 
it allows for the production of more than one 
billion vaccine doses within the space of just 
a few months. It is also highly safe, because 
the modified RNA can survive only at a very 
low temperature, and quickly degrades in 
the body once it has performed its job. Any 
subsequent damage to the body is therefore 
extremely unlikely.

In close cooperation with the US 
pharmaceutical giant Pfizer, BioNTech’s 
success augurs a rapid uptake of widespread 
vaccination in Europe and the United States. 
Indeed, delivery contracts for millions of 
doses of the vaccine are already in place. And 
it is encouraging that the US drug-maker 
Moderna has also announced quantitatively 
similar results in its trials, using a closely 
related process involving a slightly more 
stable RNA variant.

More broadly, many other companies are 
advancing the frontier of next-generation 
RNA-based vaccines. Among these is 
CureVac, a company based in the German 
town of Tübingen, which has invented a new 
rapid-programming process for RNA that 
promises to be widely applicable.

Thanks to these new technologies, the world 
will likely be freed from the scourge of 
COVID-19 sometime in 2021 or 2022. Once 
again, we will be able to eat out and go to the 
theater without worries; private weddings 
and parties will no longer be cause for 
concern. The airline and travel industries will 
quickly return to normal, and the global 
economy will be revitalized after a long 
period of lockdown-induced paralysis.

A major difference is that we will emerge 
with a completely new pharmaceutical 

industry, one that promises to deliver 
extremely effective vaccines against 
numerous other infectious diseases. Moreover, 
RNA can, in principle, be programmed in such a 
way as to produce antibodies against specific 
types of cancer, promising forms of treatment 
that are far gentler than chemotherapy.

At BioNTech, the pioneers of the new RNA-
based approach to drug development are Ugur 
Sahin and Özlem Türeci, a couple specializing 
in oncology and genetic research. Sahin, who 
holds a chair in experimental oncology at the 
University of Mainz, is one of the world’s top 
researchers in the study of personalized 
vaccines for cancer immunotherapy. Both are 
German citizens born to Turkish immigrants 
who came to the country decades ago.

Sahin and Türeci are prime examples of the 
successful integration of immigrants – 
including those from Turkey – into German 
society. They managed not only to gain a 
foothold in Germany but to thrive, thanks to 
hard work, an entrepreneurial spirit, and 
strong cultural traditions.

BioNTech’s story shows that successful 
immigration is about more than welfare 
magnetism. Managed properly, immigration is 
a key source of new blood and fresh ideas for 
an aging society.

It is worth recalling that Germany’s 
pharmaceutical industry was one of the 
earliest manufacturers of the contraceptive 
pill, starting in the 1960s. No other country 
embraced this method of contraception more 
comprehensively. As a consequence, however, 
the German fertility rate had fallen sharply by 
the early 1970s – six years before Italy 
experienced a similar decline, ten years 
before Spain did, and 20 years before Poland 
did.

Germany has been paying the price for this 
early pharmaceutical success. Its largest 
population cohort comprises people in their 
mid-50s, who were born just before the pill-
induced drop in birthrates. All of the 
subsequent generational cohorts have steadily 
shrunk. Under these demographic conditions, 
stagnation and decline would be inevitable 
without immigration. In fact, Germany now 
needs a continuous inflow of migrants just to 
fill the population gap that its earlier 
pharmaceutical successes has caused. 
Fittingly, Germany’s pharmaceutical industry 
is achieving international acclaim thanks to 
the innovative work of two children of 
immigrants who were lured to the country by 
the demographic vacuum to which the industry 
itself contributed. Sahin and Türeci are 
pioneers in an area of genetic research that 
now promises to give a new breath of life to the 
pharmaceutical industry, the European 
economy, and the entire world.

BioNTech's new-model RNA-based vaccine has emerged as the leading contender to bring 
an end to the COVID-19 pandemic, possibly within the coming year. Pioneered by a Turkish-
German couple whose parents immigrated to Germany in the 1960s, the breakthrough's 
symbolic importance matches its practical value.
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COVID-19 and the 
senatorial election
IF THE CURRENT post-election atmosphere in the United States 
of America that has seen serious surge in the coronavirus 
pandemic across several states with daily death toll  hitting 
nearly a million is something to gauge, then Liberians should 
exercise every caution during this campaign period leading to 
the actual poll on December 8, 2020 to avoid a resurge of the 
virus in the country.

PARTICULARLY LAST WEEKEND saw mass gathering of partisans 
and supporters of the ruling Coalition for Democratic Change 
here at the Samuel Kanyon Doe Sports Complex in Paynesville 
City outside Monrovia to officially launch its campaign for the 
senatorial and representatives' by-elections. Party loyalists 
draped in predominantly blue and white T-shirts matched by 
red and blue berets converged from various parts of Monrovia 
and outside the capital for the launch clustering the stadium to 
capacity.

JUST DAYS BEFORE, ON Wednesday, 18 November Bomi County 
Disatrict#1 Representative also Independent Senatorial 
Candidate Edwin Melvin Snowe, who had been campaigning in is 
county, reportedly tested positive of the virus and immediately 
went into self-quarantine at his residence though according to 
him, he had never felt any signs and symptoms.

REP. SNOWE, A senior member of the ECOWAS Parliament, was 
expected to have attended a meeting in Lome, Togo when he 
went for routine test at the government facility here and was 
subsequently pronounced positive, effectively banning him 
from traveling abroad.

WITH BARELY TWO weeks before actual voting day on 
December 8th , the need for all Liberians, particularly partisans 
and supporters of rival parties and candidates to exercise 
caution and ensure full compliance of all health measures 
cannot be over emphasized. We don't want a scenario in which 
after the poll this country could slip back to compulsory 
lockdown, as we experienced before.

AND THIS MAY likely happen, if care is not taken now, especially 
as we prepare to celebrate Christmas after the elections that 
would be characterized by victory euphoria from the poll.

LIBERIA'S MINISTER OF Health Doctor Wilhelmina Jallah, 
addressing a press briefing in Monrovia last week disclosed re-
emergence of the virus, particularly in Montserrado County and 
elsewhere in the country, stressing strict adherence to all 
health protocols including wearing nose mask, social distancing 
and regular hands washing, among others.

ENFORCING THESE REGULATIONS should not only be left with 
health authorities along; political party leaders and candidates 
equally have a responsibility to educate their followers by 
wearing masks in public and observing social distancing 
themselves. 

THESE ELECTIONS WILL come and pass, but how we conduct 
ourselves as a nation importantly, amid the global pandemic 
would go a long away in determining our continuous stability 
health-wise, politically and economically.

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT everyone takes cue from Rep. Snowe, 
who should have been out there campaigning, but is now 
constrained to self-quarantine for two weeks before being 
cleared by the Health Ministry to resume normal public activity, 
pray God that he wouldn't miss the election.
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Successful Immigration and 
the New German Vaccine

By Hans-werner Sinn
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Dear Father:

Hmmm, I say da whatin I know sef about de people voting bisnay? Ehn they say we 
coming vote to change our village Oracle too. Let dem bring it anythin they bring 
me I will jus say yes!

Da whatin you saying yes to my son?

Father, me da everythin they will geh on de paper oo. Yes, Father everything 
theygeh on depaper. Ehn they say wemoh vote to change, da de change we wanna. 
So yes for change.

Hmm, dis one dey confused me. Da whatinyor changing na?

Father, our big, big people say we moh vote to change plenty tin: de time 
ourPreseden will stay in power, de time our chiefs from de Traditional Council 
will also stay in power and plenty other tins like de people who born here and 
leave our village to go to another village to be citizen there?
You don’t mean it?

Yes, oh Father. Da de truth me I talking so oo. In fact, da whatin I know sef, I 
talking plenty here so. 

Bor de other people na agreefigh? I thought they say yor Elders from de Palaver 
Hut say de people from de Voting House moh take da one from inside?

Aah Father, da de tin we hear figh, figh. Bor de tin we hearing na, da different tin 
oo. 

So, whatin different de people na bring inside again?

Father, de people who are in de Castle right na say, de Elders na say so oo. They 
say, de Elder dem say all de tin de people put inside doing de time de people dem 
go around de village to ask our people whatin they wan see change in our village 
Oracle moh all be inside.

Kayee! Den da na small tin oo

Yes, oo Father. Bor you na hear de one de people talking sef? They say, de time too 
short for de people in de village to go do voting on da one, so they wna de tin to be 
like da for de people to vote.

Um, dis one da na small noise oo.

Bor Father, da whatin I know sef. If we say, we mohna do it now wha time we will 
do it na? b’cause anybody who com to power wen they wan do it, we all will still 
hear noise inside. So, if it lee with my one, I will say we mohjus do it one and for 
all.

Hmmm, my son you na know whatin behind dis yor tin here oo.

Father, ehn da de tin bisnay, I say whatin I lnowsef. B’causede tin is if we likey, or 
we nalikey de people will stay do de tin they wan to do eh. We inside. 

Hmm, anyway let talk different tin ya. They say no money in de village, da true?

Father, da de one you talking slow like da. You go to de bank for yor own money 
sef, is like you begging for it.

Bor, I hear some con-man dem using it na to lie to de girl demoo-especially de 
cheap, cheap one dem.

Yes, oo, Father da true. Dis broke, broke one dem can jus be lying to de people 
children wen they ask dem for money. “Baby ehn you know, no money in de bank. I 
say I wen to da place de whole day.” Da so, so grade. Sommohdemnageh 5 dalla. 
They jus hiding behind dis no money in de bank tin to cover their cheapness.

I know rite!

Yes oo Father, na fun. It lee with sommohdem, dis tin moh be like dis till 
Christmas come and pass-those cheap, cheap one dem you see so. Bor da de 
gehdemna wan mean dem da all. If da me I will sa go wen money come in de bank 
den we will continue from de place we stop.

See, yor owner wahala.

Hahaha, I tire ya! Da whatin I know sef.

Lord, da whatin I know sef?

he Political Affairs and Gender 
Sections of the National TElections Commission (NEC) 

has commenced the last in a series of six 
separate Training of Trainers for 
Political Party Poll-Watchers and Tactile 
Ballot Guide workshops for members of 
the Disabled Community from five 
counties held in Buchanan, Grand Bassa 
County.

The Political Party agents and 
Gender Training workshops in Buchanan 
City are in collaboration with the Peace 
Building Office in Liberia, the United 
Nations Development Program, and the 
National Democratic Institute, with 
funds from the United States Agency for 
International Development, USAID.

Nearly 100 Party Agents and 

Independent Candidates from Grand 
Kru, Maryland, Sinoe, Rivercess and 
Bomi counties are attending the Polling 
and Counting Procedures workshop, 
while 34 persons representing Disabled 
Communities from Rivercess, Sinoe, 
Grand Kru, Bong and host Grand Bassa, 
are attending the tactile ballot guide 
workshop, respectively.

NEC Commissioner Boakai A. Dukuly, 
with oversight on Political Affairs, said 
unless party agents are fully trained to 
understand the laws of elections and 
rules guiding polling and counting 
procedures, the current peace in 
Liberia would always face threat.

Commissioner Dukuly said to avoid 
violence during the 8 December 2020 
elections, the NEC and partners, UNDP 

and Peace Building Office decided to 
organize series of training of trainers’ 
workshops to properly educate parties 
and independent candidates’ agents to 
properly serve on Election Day.

He challenged both party agents and 
Disabled Community Representatives 
on Tactile Ballot Guide training to 
always serve as ambassadors for peace, 
rather than instigate conflicts, adding, 
in conflict there are no winners, only 
destruction of hospitals, schools and 
lives, leading to breakdown of law and 
order.

The Program Coordinator of UNDP 
Roosevelt Zazay said, the long- standing 
partnership with the NEC since 2011 is 
largely to strengthen the capacity of 
the Commission first, and to sustain 

peace through regular conducts of free, 
fair, credible, and transparent elections 
throughout the country.

Mr. Zazay said the gender and party 
agents training is intended to 
adequately educate them to make 
informed decisions, as they vote in the 8 
December 2020 Special Senatorial 
Election, National Referendum and two 
representative by-elections in 
Montserrado and Sinoe counties.

The Political Affairs and Gender 
Sections of the NEC over the last two 
weeks conducted two separate 
workshops simultaneously for 200 party 
agents and 68 disabled members in 
Ganta and Tubmanburg, respectively, 
funded by UNDP, National Democratic 
Institution, and USAID.

NEC trains party agents, 
physically-challenged persons 
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res ident George 
Manneh Weah has by Pp r o c l a m a t i o n  

d e c l a r e d  S u n d a y,  2 9  
November, the 125th Birth 
Anniversary of William V. S. 
Tubman, to be celebrated on 

Monday,  30  November  
throughout the Republic as a 
N a t i o n a l  H o l i d a y  a n d  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
prescribed COVID-19 Health 
Protocols. 

Pres ident  Weah  has  

he Liberia National 
Police (LNP) and the TLiberia Revenue 

Authority (LRA) through the 
Customs Department have 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for the 
training of 350 customs 
officers in order to boost their 
ability and techniques at 
various customs agencies 
across the country.

Speaking at the signing 
ceremony in the Police 
I n s p e c t o r  G e n e r a l ’ s  
conference room on Capitol 
H i l l ,  L R A  C u s t o m s  
Commissioner Mr. Saa Saamoi 
says the collaboration in the 
security sector is very key to 
the growth of any developing 
country.

M r.  S a a m o i  f u r t h e r  
explains that the customs 
department at LRA has been 
receiving col laborating 
support from the Liberia 
National Police when called 
upon for backup support.

"Let just give it a bit of 
background of why we are 
here today. I joined customs 
not too long ago but the 

Vacanarat Shadrach Tubman, 
18th President of the Republic 
of Liberia, each year, in 
keeping with the will of the 
Liberian people. 

The proclamation says this 
act of Legislature is in 
recognition of his productive, 
meaningful services and 
pol ic ies,  including the 
Integration Pol icy,  the 
granting of suffrage to 
women, as well as national 
policies and many other socio-
economic developments, and 
his contributions to the 
emancipation of African 
Colonial Territories into 
statehood.  

“In recognition of the 
numerous contributions, 
profound changes and lasting 
accompl i shments  made 
during his administration,” 
the proclamation said, “the 
citizens of the Republic, 
desirous of showing their deep 
appreciation, esteem and 
approval of his outstanding, 
nob le  and  remarkab le  
leadership, did petition and 
requested the Legislature of 
t h i s  N a t i o n  t o  i s s u e  
permanent record of their 
sentiments in honor of his 
birth for posterity.”—Press 
release

he Islamic Advisor to 
President George TWeah, Sheik Usmane 

T. Jalloh, has disclosed that 
t w o  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  
organizations: Turkey Center 
for Humanitarian Activity in 
Africa and DiyanetVakifi 
foundat ion have begun  
construction for 60 hand 
pumps across Liberia, valued 
over US$225,000.

Speaking in an interview 
with reporters Wednesday in 
Monrovia, Sheik Jallo said the 
Turkish NGO will construct five 
hand pumps in each of 
Liberia’s 15 counties to 
provide safe-drinking water 
for citizens. 

He said the project has 
already begun with five hand 
pumps each completed in 

Margibi and Montserrado 
counties, while construction is 
ongoing in Grand Bassa County, 
respectively.

Sheik Jalloh urged Muslims 
and Christians in Liberia to 
rally behind President Weah to 
develop the country noting, 
that since Liberia declared her 
independence in 1847, no past 
L i b e r i a n  p r e s i d e n t  o r  
government ever had Islamic 
Advisor except President Weah 
so, Muslims in Liberia should 
join him for unity and 
transformation.

According to him, the Weah 
administration has exhibited 
religious tolerance therefore; 
he urged both Christians and 
Muslims to support the 
President in reconciling the 
entire country. 

He claimed the President 
has done more in promoting 
diversity and tolerance in his 
three years in office than 
previous presidents before 
him.

T h e  I s l a m i c  A d v i s o r  
disclosed his office has worked 
out modalities with the Office 
of President Weah for the 
p romot ion  o f  re l i g i ou s  
harmony, explaining that 
government has agreed for 
both Muslim and Christian 
advisors to the President to 
pray at all official functions.

He called on Muslims to 
come out in their numbers to 
welcome a visiting Islamic 
cleric, Shiek Muhammad Awal, 
who is expected to arrive in 
Liberia on November 28, 2020. 

Sheik Jalloh said while 

ShiekAwal is in the country, 
Muslims in Liberia will honor 
President Weah for his support 
to the Muslim community

The visiting Muslim cleric is 
founder and director of 
ZaitunDawah Institute (ZDI) a 
think-tank research center 
with headquarters in Seattle, 
Washington, United States of 
America.

The center  a l so  has  
branches in New York, Atlanta, 
N i g e r i a ,  a n d  G h a n a ,  
respectively. Sheikh Awal is a 
scholar in Islamic Sciences, 
Comparative Religion and 
Logic. He is also a debater, 
motivational speaker and 
prolific writer. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

ordered and directed that all 
g o v e r n m e n t  m i n i s t r i e s ,  
agencies, business houses, and 
market places be closed on 
Monday, 30 November from six 
o’clock ante meridian to six 
o’clock post meridiem. 

According to a Foreign 
Ministry release, at the 3rd 
session of the 42nd Legislature 
of the Republic of Liberia, a 
leg is lat ion was enacted 
commemorating 29 November, 
the birth anniversary of William 

More headline news   More headline news

continues in giving the history 
of Liberia Customs Service.

He notes that after the 
crisis, there was big focus on 
the security sector reform, 
recalling that customs is the 
only agency in the joint 
security that has multiple 
functions.

Mr. Saamoi indicates that 

history I met on the book on 
customs, is that customs are 
one of those agencies that are 
members of the joint security 
that formed part of the few 
agencies which was members 
that was part of the Liberia 
Frontier Force,” he explains.

“They actively emerged in 
security prior to our civil crisis 
until 1990 when everything got 
disintegrated," Mr. Saamoi CONT’D ON PAGE 15
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Police to train 350 custom officers
By Ben P. Wesee

Pres. Weah declares Sunday, 
November 29 as National Holiday
- To be observed on Monday, 30 November

Liberia to benefit 
60 hand pumps
-Weah’s Islamic Advisor reveals 

 Sheik Usmane T. Jalloh, Islamic Advisor to Pres. Weah
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services will be categorized as 
a health center”, he noted.  

Within a 30 day plan, Dr. Lah 
revealed that his team will 
resume regular emergency and 
elective surgeries, and out and 
inpatients’ services. He also 
revealed plan to acquire a 
functional ambulance and 
repair the facility’s utility 
pickup and bikes that are 
current ly  dysfunct ional,  
including provision of essential 
surgical materials, Anesthetics 
drugs and non-medical supplies 
and logistics for cleaning, and 
records keeping.

However, he said these 
action plans would only be 
achieved when enormous 
challenges facing the Saclepea 
Comprehensive Health Center 
are  so lved by  nat ional  
government and partners. 

“We will only achieve these 
good plans when government 
and other people solve those 
challenges here”. Dr. Lah 
added. 

He named some challenges 
facing the facility such as lack 
of logistics for hospital staff, 
lack of functional vehicle or 
ambulance for emergency 
r e f e r r a l  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  
materials, including high cost 
for electricity.

H e  l a m e n t e d  t h e  
nomenclature of the facility 
“Health Center” is badly 
a f f ec t i n g  i t s  e f f e c t i ve  
operation because of very low 
b u d g e t a r y  a l l o t m e n t ,  
d i s c l o s i n g  b u d g e t a r y  
allotments to the facility have 
over the years declined from 
US$250,000 to US$150,000, and 
presently down to US$50,000.

He said because of these 
challenges sometimes medical 
practitioners watched their 

come and  submi t  th i s  
instrument," Mr. SaahSaamoi 
states.

For  h i s  part ,  Po l ice  
Inspector General Patrick Sudu 
says it was an honor to have 
signed the Memorandum of 
Understanding, noting that the 
more the police trained 
customs officers, the more the 
police budget will increase.

Director Sudu discloses that 
he was glad when he received 
the request from the Customs 
Commissioner to train customs 

40% percent of government 
revenues are collected by 
custom, and it also serves as 
environmental agent at the 
bo rde r s  and  a t  many  
agencies, among others.

"While the government was 
focused on security sector 
reform and the priority was 
given to other security 
agencies, the reform focused 
on customs basically putting 
us in the space to be able to 
support the government 
fiscally and that reform [has] 
gone a far way," the custom 
boss narrates.

He further details that 
customs have succeeded in 
optimizing their procedure 
which enables the custom 
department to [raise] the 

patients died of treatable 
diseases after running out of 
options that are available, but 
not accessible. 

Dr. Lah appeals to those 
responsible for electricity in 
the county to please connect 
the hospital on a monthly flat 
rate basis because he said, huge 
portion of funds go into keeping 
power in the facility. He also 
pleads with partners, especially 
NGOs, well-meaning and 
prominent citizens for an extra 
theater bed to help equip the 
other theater, including 
additional mattresses for the 
OB ward.

He calls on the Nimba 
Legislative Caucus, the Ministry 
of Health, the Nimba County 
Health Team and NGOs, and 
citizens of Saclepea to come to 
the aid of the facility in any 
means possible in helping to 
achieve their goals. 

At the same time, Nimba 
County Health Officer Dr. Nettie 
Joe has urged citizens of 
Saclepea to cooperate with the 
newly  ass igned medical  
officers, if they are to receive 
quality health care service at 
the facility, noting that if 
citizens open up to the doctors, 
they stand a better chance of 
benefiting quality health care 
delivery. 

Doctor Joe also called on 
workers of the facility to avoid 
gossip among one another that 
could portray the Center 
negatively to the public, and 
applauds outgoing Doctor Sei M. 
Parwon for his dedicated 
services to the people of Nimba 
County and Liberia at large, as 
she wishes him well in his 
retirement. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

officers.
Sudue says there is a need 

for qualified officers to work 
with the LRA in order to close 
those loop holes in the entity 
that have caused the country 
to lost revenues over the years.

The Police IG further 
concludes that the Liberia 
National Police will  do 
everything in its power to train 
t h o s e  c u s t o m s  
officers.—Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

country’s revenue from US$20 
million to almost US$200 million 
over the last few years.

"The second aspect which is 
[ b o a d e r ]  s e c u r i t y,  t h i s  
[argument has] come from our 
pa r t ne r s  a t  t he  g l oba l  
institution which is the World 
Customs organization at global 
level and that collaboration 
[has] already [taken] space 
between the World customs 
organization and Interpol," Mr. 
Saamoi further explains.

He narrates that customs is 
key to the supply chain security, 
disclosing that it is against the 
backdrop that the customs 
department has started its 
security program. 

He notes that the World 
Customs organization has been 
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o r m e r  f o r e i g n  
minister Olubanke FKing-Akerele calls on 

Liberians to stand firm in 
protecting the Constitution of 
Liberia stressing, Liberia is 
n o t h i n g  w i t h o u t  t h e  
Constitution.

Madam King-Akerele said 
t h e  p e n d i n g  n a t i o n a l  
referendum is not timely 
because  c i t i zens  l ack  
adequate educations to 
enable them make informed 
decisions at the poll.

Her comment comes at a 
time Liberians are embroiled 

in a debate over the holding 
of a referendum on key 
Prepositions that would 
change aspects of the 
constitution such as seeing 
reduction in the presidential 
and legislative tenures and 
granting dual citizenships. 

The ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC) is 
campaigning on a yes vote, 
while members of the 
opposition community and 
other civil society groups are 
not kicking against the 
prepositions but rather 

former Chief Justice Gloria 
Musu Scott.

"What happened to the 
interest of women? Why they 
are not captured in the 
referendum?" She asked.

 A prolific writer and author 
of several books on Liberia, 
she also wondered why the 
government is not listening to 
its people and why advisors 
are not talking truth to 
government. 

"The Constitution provides 
for the people to make 
decisions but why the 
government is not listening to 
its people?" 

 At the same time she 
questioned the National 
Elections Commission’s role in 
the referendum, whether it 
has the power to do what the 
Legislature is supposed to do, 
noting that as an autonomous 
agency that should exercise 
great deal of independence to 
convince all parties of its 
impartiality, the NEC must 
review its activities in the way 
it is proceeding. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

arguing that the time is too 
short.

B u t  s e r v i n g  a s  
commencement speaker during 
the 20th Commencement 
Convocation of the African 
Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
University in Paynesville on 
Wednesday, 25 November she 
said the entire process is beset 
by lack of clarity and so much 
confusion.

The former Foreign Minister 
pointed that calls from civil 
society to the National Elections 
Commission to halt all processes 
for the referendum until 
adequate public awareness is 

c o n d u c t e d  h a v e  g o n e  
unnoticed.

She wondered what is the 
relevance of the Supreme Court 
when the government does not 
adhere to its ruling, and 
instead, goes ahead to conduct 
the referendum.

Madam King-Akerele noted 
that there were so many 
suggestions by Liberians to the 
Constitution Review Committee 
but why only four propositions 
when Liberians aired out their 
voices during a constitutional 
review under the supervision of 
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Protect the Constitution
By Bridgett Milton

Former foreign minister Olubanke King-Akerele Former foreign minister Olubanke King-Akerele 

Doctor Lah takesDoctor Lah takes

Police to train 350 
very supportive over the year, 
receiving over US$1000 for 
provision of equipment, 
spectrum meters and testers 
to test chemicals that are 
used to produce explosive 
devices.

"But the reality is that we 
have to develop on the 
ground, it was on that note 
that I contacted, I approached 
the Police Inspector General 
on the MoU about a year ago,” 
he says.

He says Coronavirus has 
distracted them, yet they 
didn't lose sight.

“We have been working 
behind the scenes and this 
MoU has been renewed and 
endorsed by the IG. I'm very 
happy today for allowing us to 

The NewDawn Newspaper The NewDawn Newspaper 

is on the Newsstand Daily. is on the Newsstand Daily. 

Grab a copy of today’s edition
or visit: https://thenewdawnliberia.com/



 PRICE LD$40.00

Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, 
+231-886978282 / +231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan K. Browne www.thenewdawnliberia.com; Email: info@thenewdawnliberia.com

French Version Inside NewDawn
The

TRULY INDEPENDENT
With Emmanuel B. Juduh VOL. 10 NO. 213                                              FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 27, 2020                                                        

We Offer The Following Printing Services:

- Newspapers, Magazines
2 colors Heidelberg printing machines  2 colors Heidelberg printing machines  - Flyers, Posters, Calendars 

- Brochures, Letterhead 

- Receipts, Invoices  

-  Souvenirs, Gifts

-  Designs,  etc...

The NewDawn PressThe NewDawn Press

CMYK

Doctor Matthew Kolleh, as 
Medical Officer, respectively 
for the Center.

Speaking at his official 
t a k e o v e r  c e r e m o n y  i n  
Saclepea on Wednesday, 
November 25, 2020, Doctor 
Lah said the facility has all 
requirements to operate as a 
h o s p i t a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  
modernized X-ray machine and 
qualified technicians. 

He  fur ther  sa id  the  
Comprehensive Health Center 
has two surgical theaters, one 
of which is well equipped and 
fully functional. 

“We are centrally located, 
serving a vast population. 
Currently, with the influx of 
r e f u g e  s e e k e r s  f r o m  
neighboring Ivory Coast, it is 
obvious that the burden of 
care will be upon this facility 
to serve them equally. I see no 
reason why a facility serving 
over 50,000 citizens and 
providing all necessary health 

he newly appointed 
Medical Director for TS a c l e p e a  

Comprehensive Health Center 
in Nimba County has vowed to 
transform the facility from a 
health center to a hospital. 

Dr. Emmanuel Lah succeeds 
Dr. Sei M. Parwon, who was 

hree days of national 

mourning have begun Tin Argentina after 

Maradona died on Wednesday 

at the age of 60. His body will 

lie in state at the Casa Rosada, 

the presidential palace in 

Buenos Aires, during that time.

"To be Diego Maradona was 

incredibly beautiful," Ardiles 

told the BBC. "But on the other 

hand, it was not easy at all. 

Right from a really early age, 

he was subject to the press all 

the time. He didn't have a 

retired by the government 
unnoticed. Doctor Parwon took 
up assignment at the facility as 
Medical Director in 2014 during 
the Ebola epidemic in the 
country. 

Meanwhile, Doctor Emmanuel 
Lah, a 2018 graduate of the A.M 
Dogliotti College of Medicines of 
the University of Liberia is now 
Medical Director along with 

normal childhood, he never had 

n o r m a l  t e e n a g e  y e a r s .  

"Everybody wanted to be with 

him, everybody wanted a piece 

of him, so it was incredibly 

difficult."

Maradona, who played for 

clubs including Barcelona and 

Napoli, was captain when 

Argentina won the 1986 World 

Cup, scoring the famous 'Hand of 

God' goal against England in the 

quarter-finals.

Former Tottenham midfielder 

Ardiles, who played alongside 

Maradona at the 1982 World 

Cup, said he was "a god" in 

Argentina, in Naples and all 

around the world.

"He will be remembered as a 

genius in football," he added. 

"You can see the extraordinary 

amount of interest that he 

generates.

"People like [Juventus and 

Portugal striker] Ronaldo, or 

people like [Barcelona and 

Argentina forward] Messi, they 

couldn't even dream of having 

this kind of admiration.
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Doctor Lah takes over Saclepea Health Center

'To be Maradona was incredibly beautiful’

-appeals for electricity, ambulance, increased allotment

By Roger Akin Than, 
Nimba County
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