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é d e c i n s  S a n s  
Frontières (MSF) Ms ta f f  say  they  

witnessed the extrajudicial 
killing of four civilians by 
Ethiopian soldiers in Tigray 
earlier this week.

An MSF team and two 
publ ic  minibuses were 
stopped by soldiers in the 
aftermath of an apparent 
ambush on an army convoy on 
a main road on Tuesday.

The passengers had to 
leave the buses; the four men 
were separated from women 
and shot, MSF says.

Officials say the medical 
aid charity's allegations will 
be investigated.

"No person, including 
serving soldiers, is above the 
law," Ethiopia's embassy in 
London told the BBC.The 
conflict in northern Ethiopia 
erupted in November when 
the government launched an 
offensive to oust the region's 
ruling party from power after 
its fighters captured federal 
military bases in Tigray.

The  Tig ray  Peop le ' s  
Liberation Front (TPLF) had 
had a massive fall-out with 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
over the future of Ethiopia's 

ethnically based federal system 
and its role in government.Mr 
Abiy declared that the conflict 
was over at the end of 
November, but fighting is 
continuing in parts of the 
region, with reports that 
thousands of people have been 
k i l l ed  and  hundreds  o f  
thousands forced from their 
homes.

"We are horrified by the 
continued violence in Tigray," 
MSF said in a statement about 

were travelling in a clearly 
marked MSF vehicle when they 
encountered military vehicles 
that were on fire.It appeared 
to be the aftermath of an 
ambush of a military convoy by 
an armed group.The MSF 
vehicle was stopped, along 
with the two buses whose 
passengers were ordered to 
disembark.The women were 
allowed to walk away and 
shortly after at least four men 
were shot. Their bodies could 
be seen on the side of the 
road, the charity says.

The MSF team was allowed 
to leave, but was then stopped 
again by soldiers who pulled 
out their driver, beat him with 
the back of a gun and 
threatened to kill him.

"Our teams are still reeling 
from witnessing the senseless 
loss of lives from this latest 
attack," MSF said, saying their 
staff were eventually able to 

the killings its team had 
witnessed."This horrific event 
further underscores the need 
for the protection of civilians 
during this ongoing conflict, 
and for armed groups to 
respect the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance, 
including medical aid."The 
killings took place on the road 
between the regional capital, 
Mekelle, and the city of 
Adigrat, MSF says.

Its three staff members 

ith shipping traffic 
s t a l l e d  f o r  a  Ws e c o n d  d a y  

Thursday, Egypt's Suez Canal 
Authority continued to work 
to refloat a gigantic container 
ship blocking the canal.

Oussama Rabieh, who 
heads  the  Suez  Cana l  
Authority, told Egyptian TV 
that tugboats were trying to 
maneuver the nearly 400-

meter Ever Given so that it was 
able to move. He said bad 
weather was responsible for the 
incident.

The Canal Authority, he said, 
tries to anticipate sand or 
windstorms so that ships are not 
likely to suffer damage from bad 
weather. Some ships, he noted, 
were allowed to remain in one of 
the canal's lakes for safety 
reasons. 

The container ship is longer 
than the width of the Suez 
Canal at the point where the 
vessel became wedged. Some 
sources said a wind gust was 
responsible for pushing the 
ship into the side of the canal. 
The Japanese company that 
runs the ship apologized to 
Egypt on Thursday for creating 
a massive traffic jam. 

The vessel, which carries 
approximately 20,000 shipping 
containers, making it one of 
the largest in the world, can 
be destabilized by gusts of 
wind because of the number of 
containers stacked on top of 
each other. Paul Sullivan, a 
professor at the Washington-
based U.S. National Defense 
University, told VOA that the 
current traffic jam on the Suez 
Canal, which is responsible for 
12% of world trade, was likely 
to be a difficult and costly 
situation. "It's not going to be 
an easy operation. It 's  
probably going to be an 
expensive one," he said. "It's 
already very expensive 
because so many ships have 
been blocked from going 
through.VOA 

re tu rn  to  Meke l l e .Wi th  
difficulty. Access to Tigray has 
been severely limited - and 
there were repeated calls for 
access to be granted to the UN 
and other aid agencies.This was 
allowed earlier this month, 
when the government said they 
could operate there at their 
own risk. The prime minster has 
since accused foreign countries 
and aid organisations of doing 
nothing to help, despite being 
given "unfettered access"."The 
people of Tigray eat wheat but 
not concerns through Twitter 
messages," Mr Abiy told 
parliament on Tuesday."They 
asked for unfettered access, 
but when we said ok and 
allowed access, it is what you 
see now. The people need 
practical assistance."

The government itself had 
opened more than 92 aid 
distribution centres to feed 
more than 4.2 million people, 
he said.Mr Abiy has promised to 
bring to account soldiers found 
to have committed crimes.BBC

he Tanzanian police 
are holding four Tpeople for allegedly 

mocking the death of former 
President John Magufuli.

Police had arrested the 
four on a street in Mwanjelwa 
on Saturday with goat soup 
and traditional beer that they 
had been preparing, Urlich 

Matei, the regional police 
head in the south-west region 
o f  M b e y a ,  t o l d  l o c a l  
journalists.

He said it was shocking for 
some people to act in this way 
while the country was 
mourning.

“The whole country is in 
mourning for our beloved 
president John Magufuli…but 
during this period we received 
a report that there were four 
people who were mocking this 

tragedy,” he said.
“What they have done is an 

indication that they want to 
cause chaos and breach of 
peace in that region,” he said.

We have arrested them and 
w e  a r e  c a r r y i n g  o n  
investigations, when we have 
all the evidence we’ll take 
them to court,” he said.

Magufuli 's  death was 
announced on 17 March.

The body has already been 
taken to his hometown Geita 
for Tanzanians to pay their 
respects before he is buried on 
Friday.

The country has suspended 
all public activities during the 
21 days that have been set for 
mourning the president.

.  

Aid workers saw Ethiopian 
soldiers kill civilians

Four Tanzanians held for 
'mocking' Magufuli's death

Ethiopia's PM says soldiers will be held 
accountable for atrocities

Egypt Works to Refloat Container 
Ship Blocking Suez Canal for 2nd Day

This handout satellite image courtesy 
of Cnes 2021 released on March 25
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EW YORK – The United States expects 
to “celebrate independence” from NCOVID-19 by Independence Day (July 

4), when vaccines will have been made 
available to all adults. But for many 
developing countries and emerging markets, 
the end of the crisis is a long way off. As we 
show in a report for the Institute for New 
Economic Thinking’s (INET) Commission on 
Global Economic Transformation, achieving 
a rapid global recovery requires that all 
countries be able to declare independence 
from the virus.

Because the coronavirus mutates, it will put 
everyone at risk as long as it continues to 
flourish anywhere in the world. It is thus 
critical that vaccines, personal protective 
equipment, and therapeutics be distributed 
everywhere as quickly as possible. Insofar as 
today’s supply constraints are the result of a 
poorly designed international intellectual-
property regime, they are essentially 
artificial.

While IP reform in general is long overdue, 
what is needed most urgently now is 
suspension or pooling of the IP rights 
attached to products needed to fight COVID-
19. Many countries are pleading for this, but 
corporate lobbies in advanced economies 
have resisted, and their governments have 
succumbed to myopia. The rise of “pandemic 
nationalism” has exposed a number of 
deficiencies in the global trade, investment, 
and IP regimes (which the INET Commission 
will address in a later report).

Advanced economies, especially the US, 
have acted forcefully to reignite their 
economies and support vulnerable 
businesses and households. They have 
learned, even if only briefly, that austerity is 
deeply counterproductive in such crises. 
Most developing countries, however, are 
struggling to obtain the funds to maintain 
existing support programs, let alone absorb 
the additional costs imposed by the 
pandemic. While the US has spent some 25% 
of GDP to support its economy (thereby 
greatly containing the magnitude of the 
downturn), developing countries have been 
able to spend only a small fraction of that.

Our calculations, based on World Bank data, 
show that at nearly $17,000 per capita, US 
spending has been some 8,000 times higher 
than that of the least-developed countries.

Beyond unleashing their fiscal firepower, 
developed countries would help themselves 
and the global recovery by pursuing three 
policies. First, they should push for a large 
issuance of special drawing rights, the 
International Monetary Fund’s global reserve 
asset. As matters stand, the IMF could 
immediately issue about $650 billion in SDRs 
without seeking approval from member-
state legislatures. And the expansionary 
effect could be boosted significantly if rich 
countr ies  were to transfer  their  
disproportionately larger allocations to 
countries in need of cash.

The second set of actions also involves the IMF, 
owing to its large role in shaping 
macroeconomic policies in the developing 
world, particularly in countries that have 
turned to it for help with balance-of-payments 
problems. In an encouraging sign, the IMF has 
actively supported the pursuit of massive, 
prolonged fiscal packages by the US and the 
European Union, and has even recognized the 
need for enhanced public spending in 
developing countries, despite the adverse 
external conditions.

But when it comes to setting the terms for 
loans to countries facing balance-of-payments 
stress, the IMF’s actions are not always 
consistent with its statements. An Oxfam 
International analysis of recent and ongoing 
standby agreements finds that between March 
and September 2020, 76 of the 91 IMF loans 
negotiated with 81 countries required public-
expenditure cuts that could undermine 
health-care systems and pension schemes, 
freeze wages for public-sector workers 
(including doctors, nurses, and teachers), and 
reduce unemployment insurance, sick pay, 
and other social benefits. Austerity – 
especially cutbacks in these vital areas – won’t 
work any better for developing countries than 
it would for developed ones. And more 
assistance, including the SDR proposals 
discussed above, would give these countries 
additional fiscal space. 

Lastly, developed countries could orchestrate 
a  comprehens ive  response  to  the  
overwhelming debt problems many countries 
are facing. Money spent servicing debt is 
money that is not helping countries fight the 
virus and restart their economies. In the early 
stages of the pandemic, it was hoped that a 
suspension of debt servicing for developing 
countries and emerging markets would 
suffice. But it has now been over a year, and 
some countries need comprehensive debt 
restructuring, rather than the usual Band-Aids 
that merely set the stage for another crisis in a 
few years.

There are a number of ways that creditor 
governments can facilitate such restructurings 
and induce more active participation from the 
private sector, which so far has been relatively 
recalcitrant. As the INET Commission’s report 
emphasizes, if there were ever a time to 
recognize the principles of force majeure and 
necessity, this is it. Countries should not be 
forced to pay back what they cannot afford, 
especially when doing so would cause so much 
suffering.

The policies described here would be of 
enormous benefit to the developing world and 
would come at little or no cost to developed 
countries. Indeed, it is in these countries’ 
enlightened self-interest to do what they can 
for people in developing countries and 
emerging markets, especially when what they 
can do is readily available and would bring 
enormous benefits to billions. Political leaders 
in the developed world must recognize that no 
one is safe until everyone is safe, and that a 
healthy global economy is not possible without 
a strong recovery everywhere.

EditorialEditorial
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Making President Weah 
“happy in 2023”
PRESIDENT GEORGE MANNEH Weah heard the message 
loudly and clearly from the people of Bomi County: They are 
ready to make the President happy in 2023, the next 
presidential election. Mr. Weah who began the second leg of 
his nationwide tour to Bomi on Monday this week, is reading 
and dicephering the message that would perhaps resonate 
in his mind throughout on his way to 2023.  

“MR. PRESIDENT, THE people of Bomi County are reliable 
people. When they give you their word, go and sleep on it. 
When they say they are for you, they are for you. They don't 
play games”, said Bomi County Senator Edwin Melvin 
Snowe, Jr. in welcome remarks.
A former Montserrado District #6 lawmaker, Snowe migrated 
to Bomi in 2017 and won a seat in the House  before 
subsequently getting elected senator in December last year.

HOWEVER, HE REMINDED President Weah that whatever 
promises he (Weah) makes to the people of Bomi, they 
should be fulfilled because the people will judge him in 2023 
by his deeds, rather than his words.

A seasoned politician would understand this, and President 
Weah is not only a politician, but leader of the 4.5 million 
people of Liberia. A key focus of his government is bettering 
the lives of citizens thru development.

SO, HE KNOWS what's up in Bomi: Meet the people's needs 
and get their votes at the ballot box for a second term in 
office. This is as crystal clear as the sunny sky.

THE PEOPLE OF Bomi County thru Senator Snowe have 
spoken their mind to the President. It is for Mr. Weah to 
remain engaged, not only with that County, but the entire 
15 political subdivisions like he is doing currently.

IF THE PRESIDENT'S nationwide tour has paid off, citizens 
in the southeastern region are living evidence. Today, they 
enjoy electricity and street lights for the first time in many 
years. Not only that, the President broke grounds for various 
projects in counties visited during the first leg of his tour 
last month.

ON THIS SECOND leg of the tour, he has already promised to 
electrify Tubmanburg, Bomi County and elsewhere. If this is 
what Snowe was referring to, then he should go sleep, 
because this President does not promise and fail to execute. 
Politics aside, he is a man of his word.

THE EVIDENCE IS there, from the tuition-free program at 
the University of Liberia and all other public tertiary 
intuitions across the country, payment of both WASSEC and 
WAEC fees for 12th and 9th graders to the 14th Military 
Hospital and road projects, among others, President Weah 
continues to prove that he is a 'talk and do President.'

THE PEOPLE OF Bomi County have no cause to worry about 
execution of promises. They should consider everything 
President Weah has promised in the county done far ahead 
of 2023. But they equally have a challenge to live up to their 
commitment to make him happy come 2023.      
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Avoiding a K-Shaped Global Recovery

By Michael Spence, Joseph 
E. Stiglitz, Jayati Ghosh
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Dear Father,

I say the place I eh sef my mouth full. I’m speechless. The book people 
can say, “I’m flabbergasted.”

Let talk so and talk so too mehn, you want to tell me these people all 
the years they stay in power they couldn’t do something for their 
village sef-ay mehn!

You see what I can be telling you about how to live with your people in 
your community called your neighbors my son?

Yes, oo Father. No wonder the people can say character begins at 
home. The thing is so embarrassing that I don’t even know how to talk 
it.

You want to tell me all those years- mehn and whole two Paramount 
chiefs and two heads of our Traditional Council and still no road, no 
learning home and no human being garage? So what message have they 
sent to their people na? 

And I hope they are not like some men who can only take care of 
outside girlfriends, while their families, are there suffering- I hope 
not even though it appears to be so. 

Now, Father you see how this Footballer has come to embarrass them 
right in front of their own brothers and sister them right in their own 
backyards?

I say my son, myself the place I am, I too shame mehn.

But Father, the thing can embarrassed anybody who know these 
people from that village-They just forgot about their own people like 
that-ay mehn my heart.

How can they be living in such a glory and their people just right in the 
same midst with them suffering as if they have nobody to look to-so 
sad.

Oh, my son, you na know that how some people looking?

But Father this one da na good life oo. You see everybody prays for 
their family members to become somebody so their lives will change. 
Yes, somebody that they can all depend on and you got that kina 
opportunity and your people remained in that way like that?

I mean Father, how a village can chopped two Paramount chiefs and 
two Traditional Council heads and yet looks like nobody from there 
has ever been to Ducor-it’s too shameful mehn.

Father even the Good Old Book says before a person become a deacon 
or a bishop, you must be able to take care of your home and your 
children first before they put you over people.

But look, you na care about your own family, how will you care for the 
people they are putting you over? No wonder for the last 173 years our 
village has just been like this.

This should be a lesson for all of us in this village. There are some of 
our big people who only care about how the outside neighbors think of 
them and not how their own household feels. Hmmm, it is well.

It is really well my son, and this should keep everyone thinking-and if 
we ever wonder why our village is so rich but yet poor it is greed and 
selfishness-only me and my family should be looking good and the rest 
feed from the crumbs on their tables.

Lord, the thing is 
too shameful mehn

  

LIBERIA POLITICALLIBERIA POLITICAL

With Jones Mallay fredrickdiamondm@yahoo.com

hot-firehot-fire

ne of former President Charles Taylor’s most sturdy and devoted Butlers who 
traveled with him in exile in Nigeria provided a myriad of substantive information Oregarding Taylor’s last days in exile in Nigeria which ended in a more breathtaking 

and sadder catastrophe. The Butler who asked not to be named currently resides in the 
State of Rhode Island, US.

Butler revealed that “Ex-Pres. Taylor was excitedly received by the then Nigerian President 
OlusegunObasanjo. Taylor was later taken to Calabar, the capital of Nigeria’s Southeastern 
Cross River State where his villa was located on the hilltop guided by over 50 Nigerian 
security officers.

Cross River State Governor Donald Duke who enthusiastically welcomed Charles Taylor to 
Calabar told him to feel at home. Taylor was compelled to disclose all his wealth to the 
Nigerian government for safety and political protection.

The Butler further howled that the actual wealth Taylor did travel with included twenty 
(20) SUV Jeeps, eighty-(80) black Jemo-Size-suitcases; sixty (60) of which did contain forty-
six million United States dollars (US$46M) in cash; One-thousand six hundred (1, 600) gold 
karats; two-thousand-five (2,500) pieces of diamonds, and twelve (12) silver pistols guns.”

The Butler said, "Taylor entrusted me with all these valuables, so I knew much about 
everything in those suitcases including his piled-up cash."  "Taylor asked me to prepare a 
package of 8 million dollars along with 50-pieces of diamonds for the then Nigerian Pres. 
Obasanjo when he visited Taylor at his Hillside Villa in Calabar."

 "There were 100 security officers who guided our villa, and each was paid US$150.00 every 
Saturday morning as a token of Taylor's deep appreciation. The security was given some 
gold as well. This was different from the normal tips they received from Taylor by other 
Nigerians government officials who visited Taylor regularly especially on Saturdays and 
holidays."

The Butler went on to say that from the moment Taylor set foot on Nigerian soil, he was 
bound to be exploited and/or rubbed off all his wealth by Nigerians which eventually came 
to fruition in a relatively short while of Taylor’s short-lived exile life in Cross Rive Stata, 
Nigeria.

The Butler disclosed that when Taylor's indictment was announced officially, the Nigerian 
government was under intense pressure to hand-over Taylor, Taylor quickly bribed the 
Cross-River State, Governor Hon. Duke US$6 million along with 200 pieces of diamonds with 
one (1) of the silver pistols, but the governor betrayed Taylor after he promised to protect 
him. The governor later organized a fake route for Taylor to escape via Nigeria and 
Cameroon borders after which was a very highly deceptive maneuver on the part of the 
governor.

Governor Duke later told Taylor that all was well for his escape. "We loaded all our valuables 
including the remaining millions in cash, diamonds, and gold onto our fleets of SUVs at 3: 
am dawn. Before we departed from Calabar, one of the security officers hinted Taylor that 
50 soldiers were being deployed on the route Taylor was poised to travel through for 
protection as a safe passage out of Nigeria."

Behold to our dismay, the Butler said: “the 50 soldiers were planted by Governor Duke. 
They ambushed Taylor and his fleets which certainly happened when we were just 5 
kilometers in a border town of Gamboru-Ngala were about 50 soldiers according to the 
Butler hijacked Taylor's at a gunpoint and took everything away including his millions, 
diamonds, and golds as well as the silver pistols."

The Nigerian police officers who escorted Taylor turned their blind eyes to what was 
happening as we were being robbed of everything. The officers who ambushed us pushed 
Taylor and the rest of us into one SUVs and took the remaining SUVs' including all the 
suitcases away and left a small plastic bag with Taylor with a few of his clothes in it.

Taylor suddenly wept profusely and asked the security officers whether he could have a 
word with Governor Duke of Cross River State, but the security officer told Taylor that 
Governor Duke's phone was no longer accessible and reachable as he was very busy 
attending official matters in Abuja with President Obasanjo.

The security officers later pushed Taylor into the Suv’s with the rest of us 12 in number 
including three Nigerian girls who were told to return to Nigeria for their safety. One of the 
security officers told the girls "This man is now a fugitive and a killer, so go away, you stupid 
girls"

   As soon as Taylor was dropped off at the border town of Gamboru-Ngala, another set of 
Nigerian security officer immediately arrested Taylor and took him directly to Abuja after 
the hijacking group had left. We were later told by the escorting security officers to quickly 
get on-board another SUV's back to Cross River State before then, we had been separated 
from Taylor and other security officers were awaiting our arrival in Cross River State. Upon 
our arrival, the security officer seized all our remaining belongings from the Villa. We were 
also told to leave Nigeria within 72 hours or risk being arrested for a war crime.

Tears quickly pulled down my chick, as all our belongings were being looted by the Nigerian 
security officers and nearby neighbors. A large group of Nigerians rushed into the villa 
vandalized it and took away whatsoever they could lay their hands on while the security 
officers stood by watching in disbelief. Butler is pleading with President Weah to retrieve 
Taylor's wealth from Nigeria and share it with other poor Liberians in need instead of it 
staying in Nigeria to create job opportunities for Nigerians." "I am prepared to testify about 
Taylor's stolen wealth by the Nigerian government." he angrily lamented.

When will the Nigerian Gov't Return Taylor's US$46-Millions, 
1, 600 Gold Karats, 2, 500 Diamonds, and 12 Silver Pistols?
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oreign Minister Dee-
M a x w e l l  S a a h  FKemayah, Sr., has 

disclosed that President 
George Manneh Weah is 
supportive of the proposed 
schedule date for the Mano 
River Union (MRU) Summit, 
which is expected to be 
hosted in Monrovia from May 
20 – 30, 2021.

According to a Foreign 
Ministry release, Minister 
Kemayah made the disclosure 
on Wednesday, March 24, 
2021, when the Secretary 
General of the Mano River 
Union (MRU) Ambassador 
Medina Wesseh paid him a 
courtesy call to discuss issues 
relating to the Mano River 
Basin.

he political leader of 
the  A l te rnat i ve  TNational Congress 

Mr. Alexander B. Cummings 
arrived in the Northern 
Liberian town of Vanjoma, 
Lofa County on Thursday for a 
two day working visit was 
immediately honored at the 
Lutheran Church upon 
arrival.

Mr. Cummings, a former 
Coca-Cola Exec, is touring the 
county along with his wife 
Mrs. Teresa Cummings, at the 
head of a high-power 
delegation.

The visit comes against 
the backdrop of an invitation 
extended the ANC leader by 
citizens, elders, and religious 
leaders of Quardu Boni to 
participate in the opening of 
a newly constructed mosque. 

During his visit, Mr. 
Cummings, who is also former 
Executive Vice President of 

Foreign Minister Kemayah 
lauded Prof. Alpha Conde, 
President of the Republic of 
Guinea and current chair of MRU 
for accepting President George 
Manneh Weah’s request to host 
the MRU Summit in Liberia.

According to the Foreign 
Ministry release, the Liberian 
Foreign Minister indicated that, 
wh i l e  i n  Cô te  d ’ I v o i r e  

representing President Weah, 
he had a series of meetings with 
s o m e  d i p l o m a t s  a n d  
government officials from MRU 
states on several bilateral and 
multilateral issues. 

“While it is true that you are 
a Liberian, on the Secretariat, I 
like to on behalf of the Ministry 
welcome you and members of 
your team from the MRU 

one of the world’s largest multi-
billion-dollar conglomerate, 
The Coca-Cola Company, will 

h e  B o a r d  o f  
Commissioners (BOC) Tof  the  Nat iona l  

Elections Commission rules in 
two electoral dispute cases, 
declaring Senators- Elect, 
Simeon B. Taylor of Grand 
Cape Mount County and 
Augustine S. Chea of Sinoe 
County winners, respectively  
from the 8 December 2020 
Special Senatorial Election 
held in both counties.

H o w e v e r,  l a w y e r s  
representing challenger Victor 
Watson of the governing 
Coalition of Democratic 
Chnage led by Cllr. Salibu 
Sessay has taken an appeal 
before the Supreme Court of 
Liberia, challenging the NEC’s 
decision Grand Cape Mounty, 

while lawyers representing 
challenger Grace Scotland 
Brimah, led by Cllr. Yafar 
Baikpeh has announced an 
appeal to the Supreme Court 
during its October term of 
court against the Board’s 
ruling in Sinoe County. Both 
appeals were granted by the 
head of the Administrative 
Court as a matter of law.

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  
Independent Candidate Steve 
Tequah from the Special 
Sena to r i a l  E l ec t i on  i n  
R i v e r c e s s  C o u n t y  h a s  
withdrawn has complaint 
a ga i n s t  S ena to r - e l e c t ,  
Wellington Geevon-Smith 
thus, making way for the 
certification of Geevon-Smith 
as Senator of Rivercess 

societies, as well as the 
citizenry of several major 
cities and towns across the 
county on issues bordering 
socio-economic and political 
developments of the Country 
in general and the County in 
particular. 

The  immediate  pas t  

Secretariat to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs,” he stressed.    

“We are pleased with the 
level of work you are doing 
and the level of engagement 
with the MRU Secretariat; we 
can  see  the  leve l  o f  
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  
enthusiasm you have brought 
to the MRU Secretariat,” 
Minister Kemayah told Madam 
Wesseh. 

He also indicated that 
Liberia has already started 
preparation for the summit, 
noting that the Minister of 
Finance and Development 
Planning, Hon. Samuel Tweah 
and the Minister of State for 
Presidential Affairs, Hon. 
Nathaniel McGill are fully 
involved with the preparatory 
work in order to make this 
historical event a success. 

He used the occasion to 
inform the MRU Secretary 
General that Liberia will 
settle all of its obligations to 
the union. Minister Kemayah 
further disclosed that Liberia 
wi l l  do the necessary  
mobilization in terms of 
provision of logistics as host of 
the MRU Summit. 

For her part, Madam 
Wesseh thanked the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and 
commended him and his 
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  h i s  
i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  a n d  
innovation which she said 
have led the MRU leaders to 
reach a decision to hold the 
summit in Liberia.

She  ca l led  on  both  

hold consultations with key 
stakeholders  f rom the 
religious and traditional 

County, officially.
The Certification Committee 

of the NEC has been mandated 
by the Chairperson of the 
Commission to work out all 
modalities leading to the time 
and date for the certification of 
Senators-Elect Simeon B. Taylor 
and Augustine S. Chea.

Reading the Board’s verdict, 
Cllr. Ernestine Morgan Awar 
said,  complainant Victor 
Watson of the Coalition for 
Democratic Change, failed to 
prove the poll was marred by 
w i d e s p r e a d  f r a u d  a n d  
irregularities or showing that 
several persons voted twice, 
including  electoral violence, 
inflation of votes in the tally 
center by NEC Magistrate and 
voting by Senator-elect Simeon 

Taylor as well as transporting 
voters.

In the NEC’s ruling on Sinoe 
County read by its Clerk Fofee 
Sheriff, the Board said the 
Hearing Officer did not err 
because complainant Grace 
Brimah failed to prove fraud 
and irregularities during the 
hearing. The case grew out of 
t h e  a c t i o n  e l e c t i o n s  
irregularities and fraud, in the 
c a s e  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  
Collaborating Political Parties, 
by and through its Sinoe county 
Chairperson Thomas Treason 
and Secretary General Ansu 
Kamara versus the NEC as first 
respondent, and Mr. Augustine 
S. Chea, as second respondent.

Chairman of the Collaborating 
Political Parties (CPP) will also 
use his visit to stress the 
importance of peace, stability, 
collective governance, and 
intergroup leadership to the 
economic  p rog re s s  and  
development of Liberia. 

More headline news   More headline news
Foreign Minister Kemayah 
applauds MRU Chairman

(L-R) MRU Sec. Gen. Amb. Wesseh & Min. Kemayah

Cummings in Lofa

NEC upholds poll results 
in Cape Mount, Sinoe

CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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e président George 
Weah a promis de Lc o n s t r u i r e  u n e  

vingtaine de logements pour 
les infirmières et les aides-
soignants dans le comté de 
Bomilors de sa visite dans le 
comté.

Le président a également 
fait don d'un véhicule à 
l'hôpital de Tubmanburg lors 
d 'une brève escale. La 
première dame, pour sa part, a 
fait don d'un nouveau véhicule 
à une sage-femme qui se 
déplaçait à moto chaque jour 
pour aider les  femmes 
enceintes à accoucher.

Mardi soir, M. Weah a 
é g a l e m e n t  i n a u g u r é  
l’éclairage public alimenté par 
des panneaux solaires à 
Tubmanburg dans le cadre de 
son projet d'éclairage des 
principales villes et des 
capitales provinciales du pays. 
Un éclairage public similaire a 
également été lancéà Gbamai 
mercredi soir.

S ' a d r e s s a n t  a u x  
responsables de l'hôpital, M. 
Weah, accompagné de la 
première dame Clar Weah, a 
déclaré que les travaux de 
construction des 20 logements 
a l l a i t  c o m m e n c e r  
immédiatementsi un terrain 
était disponible.

Le président a fait la 

promesse après avoir écouté les 
défis auxquels sont confrontés les 
agents de santé de l’hôpital 
gouvernemental de Tubmanburg, 
dont le manque de logements, de 
v é h i c u l e s  e t  d ' a u t r e s  
équipements nécessaires.

Le président Weah s’est 
félicité du courage des agents de 
santé qui n’ont pas gardé silence, 
mais fait part de leurs problèmes 
au moment où leurs supérieurs 
essayaient de donner l’impression 
que tout allait bien.

« Parfois, il ne faut pas avoir 
peur, il faut dire ce qui vous 
gêne afin que les gens sachent 
», a déclaré le président Weah, 
t o u t  e n  d é p l o r a n t  l e s  
conditions de travail des agents 
de santé.« Si quelque chose 
arrive, personne ne vous 
tiendra responsable. On dira 
que c’est le président », a-t-il 
ajouté. Se tournant vers les 
responsables de l’hôpital, il a 

Exécutions sommaires, 
rites sacrificiels... depuis un 
mois, un tribunal finlandais 
délocalisé au Liberia pour 
j u g e r  l ' e x - r e b e l l e  
GibrilMassaquoi voit défiler 
une série de témoins dont les 
récits glaçants renvoient aux 
pires heures de la guerre 
civile dans ce pays d'Afrique 
de l'Ouest, il y a une vingtaine 
d'années.

Agé de 51 ans, surnommé à 
l'époque "l'Ange Gabriel", le 
S i e r r a  L é o n a i s  

GibrilMassaquoi comparaît pour 
une litanie de meurtres, viols et 
actes de torture, perpétrés au 
Liberia par lui-même ou ses 
soldats entre 1999 et 2003.

Son procès s'est ouvert début 
février en Finlande, où il vit 
depuis 2008 et où il a été arrêté 
en  mars  2020  après  la  
mobilisation d'ONG. La cour s'est 
ensuite déplacée au Liberia, 
une première dans un pays où 
aucun tribunal n'a jusqu'à 
présent jugé les crimes commis 
pendant les guerres civiles de 

1989-1996 et 1999-2003.
Ces guerres, parmi les plus 

terribles qu'ait connues 
l'Afrique, ont été marquées 
par des exactions en tous 
genres. Elles ont fait 250.000 
morts et laissé exsangue un 
des pays les plus pauvres de la 
planète.

La cour s'est d'abord 
déplacée dans des villages 
martyrs aux confins de la 
Sierra Leone et du Liberia. 
Depuis la fin février, elle tient 
des audiences dans un lieu 
tenu secret à Monrovia et 
réclame que soit conservé 
l'anonymat de la cinquantaine 
de témoins prévus, pour leur 
s é c u r i t é .  Q u e l q u e s  
journalistes suivent les 
débats sur un écran dans une 
salle adjacente.

GibrilMassaquoi, lui, peut 
les suivre grâce à internet de 
sa prison à Tampere (sud de la 
Finlande) mais il n'intervient 
pas, contrairement à ses 
a v o c a t s ,  s e l o n  u n  
correspondant de l'AFP ayant 
assisté à plusieurs audiences.

- Le cou tranché -
Le 9 mars, un homme de 34 

ans a fait le récit de son 
arrestation à Monrovia par des 

Au cours des deux dernières décennies, ou plus, des partenaires 
étrangers ont dépensé des millions de dollars au Libéria pour 
former des journalistes et des rédacteurs en chef sans penser au 
renforcement des capacités institutionnelles, qui est un élément 
clé pour les rendre dynamiques.

De la MINUL en passant par d’autres partenaires au développement 
internationaux, dont l’IREX et l’Internews, des millions de dollars 
américains ont été consacrés à la formation, mais malgré l’afflux 
de fonds venus des organisations locales et internationales, 
l’impact laisse beaucoup à désirer.

La formation à elle seule n’a pas vraiment aidé à renforcer les 
médias, car le personnel formé professionnellement quitte les 
maisons de presse pour chercher des pâturages plus verts.

Les médias indépendants en tant qu’entreprise ne fonctionnent 
pas en vase clos. Il s’appuie sur l’économie pour attirer, maintenir 
et augmenter les publicités pour sa survie. Mais avec une économie 
dévastée comme celle que nous avons au Libéria, couplé avec un 
lectorat médiocre et une diminution des diffusions, les médias sont 
incapables de payer leurs travailleurs et de les entretenir.

Comme si cela ne suffisait pas, l’impact du COVID-19 sur les 
institutions médiatiques s’est fait ressentir sévèrement.

Avec cet environnement économique épouvantable, les médias ont 
été abandonnés au point de périr.C’est au fait l’une des principales 
raisons pour lesquelles le professionnalisme en matière de 
journalisme a cédé la place à la médiocrité.

Dans de telles conditions, il faut un changement radical dans la 
manière dont les fonds destinés à aider les médias libériens 
devraient être utilisés. Nous suggérons qu’au lieu de dispenser une 
formation de deux semaines, une semaine ou trois jours aux 
journalistes, des subventions soient accordées pour permettre aux 
maisons de presse de renforcer leurs capacités opérationnelles.

Ces subventions devraient être accompagnées de critèresque les 
responsables des médias, y compris les éditeurs, sont tenus de 
respecter pour en bénéficier. C’est indéniable, certaines 
institutions médiatiques n’ont pas les moyens pour acheter 
quotidiennement ne serait-ce du papier journal et faire face à 
d’autres frais d’exploitation, et encore moins de payer 
régulièrement le personnel.

Ceci est même aggravé par les retards de paiement des services 
rendus aux clients, y compris le gouvernement, qui reste le 
principal annonceur du pays. Les malheurs s’aggravent lorsque des 
organisations non gouvernementales internationales et d’autres 
dirigent leur publicité vers le site Web de l’Executive Mansion – le 
site Web du Président de la République du Libéria prive les 
institutions médiatiques de revenus publicitaires indispensables.

Et chaque fois qu’il est prêt à payer des frais de publicité, des 
conditions sont posées, dont être en règle vis-à-vis du fisc. Mais, 
une entité médiatique en difficulté dans une économie comme la 
nôtre, où va-t-elle prendre de l’argent pour être à jour avec les 
impôts ? En tout cas, ce débat est pour un autre jour.

Mais la vérité est que les médias au Libéria ont besoin d’une aide 
sérieuse. Ils n’ont pas la capacité opérationnelle de fournir le type 
de services dont le public a besoin. Une subvention douce de 
partenaires internationaux contribuerait grandement à renforcer 
l’indépendance des médias pour permettre de jouer son rôle 
essentiel dans notre régime démocratique.

C’est un idéal que les partenaires au développement des médias 
doivent prendre en considération pendant que nous travaillons 
ensemble au renforcement de la presse au Libéria. Nous avons eu 
une série de programmes de formation professionnelle. Mais en 
l’absence d’institutions dynamiques, les journalistes tournent le 
dos à la salle de rédaction pour chercher une vie meilleure.

Éditorial
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Les médias libériens ont aussi besoin de 
renforcement des capacités institutionnelles

Weah promet des logements 
pour lesinfirmières à Bomi

"Il buvait du sang” : la justice finlandaise face 
aux atrocités de la guerre civile au Liberia
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EW YORK – Les États-Unis prévoient de « 
fêter leur indépendance » par rapport à la NCOVID-19 d'ici le 4 juillet, date à laquelle les 

vaccins seront disponibles pour tous les adultes. 
Mais pour un grand nombre de pays en 
développement et de marchés émergents, la crise 
est loin d'être terminée. Comme nous l'établissons 
dans un rapport de la Commission de 
transformation économique mondiale de l'Institut 
pour la nouvelle pensée économique (Institute for 
New Economic Thinking - INET), parvenir à une 
reprise mondiale rapide implique que tous les pays 
soient en mesure de déclarer leur indépendance 
vis-à-vis du virus.

Parce que le coronavirus mute, il restera un danger 
par nous tous tant qu'il continuera à prospérer où 
que ce soit. Il est donc essentiel que les vaccins, les 
équipements de protection individuelle et les 
traitements soient distribués partout aussi vite que 
possible. Dans la mesure où les contraintes 
actuelles en matière d'offre résultent d'un régime 
international de propriété intellectuelle mal 
conçu, elles sont essentiellement artificielles.

Bien que la réforme de la propriété intellectuelle 
en général soit attendue depuis longtemps, l'un des 
problèmes les plus urgents à l'heure actuelle est la 
suspension ou la mise en commun des droits de 
propriété intellectuelle attachés aux produits 
nécessaires pour lutter contre la COVID-19. De 
nombreux pays plaident en faveur de ce type de 
proposition, mais les lobbies des entreprises des 
économies avancées résistent et leurs 
gouvernements sont frappés de myopie. La montée 
du « nationalisme pandémique » a révélé un certain 
nombre de lacunes dans les régimes mondiaux de 
commerce, d'investissement et de propriété 
intellectuelle (un problème que la Commission 
INET va aborder dans un prochain rapport).

Les économies avancées, en particulier les États-
Unis, ont pris des mesures énergiques pour relancer 
leur économie et pour soutenir les entreprises et 
les ménages vulnérables. Ils ont appris, même 
brièvement, que l'austérité est profondément 
contre-productive dans des crises de ce type. 
Toutefois, la plupart des pays en développement 
ont du mal à obtenir les fonds nécessaires pour 
maintenir les programmes de soutien existants, 
sans parler d'absorber les coûts supplémentaires 
imposés par la pandémie. Alors que les États-Unis 
ont dépensé près de 25 % de leur PIB pour soutenir 
leur économie (ce qui limite grandement l'ampleur 
de la récession), les pays en développement n'ont 
pu dépenser qu'une petite fraction de cette 
somme.

Nos calculs, basés sur les chiffres de la Banque 
mondiale, montrent qu'à près de 17 000 dollars par 
habitant, les dépenses américaines ont été environ 
8 000 fois supérieures à celles des pays les moins 
avancés.

Une fois enclenchée leur puissance de feu 
budgétaire, les pays développés auront les moyens 
de s'aider eux-mêmes et la reprise mondiale sera à 
même de poursuivre trois politiques. En premier 
lieu, ils doivent faire pression en faveur d'une 
émission importante de droits de tirage spéciaux 
(DTS), cet actif de réserve mondial du Fonds 
monétaire international. En l'état actuel des 
choses, le FMI pourrait immédiatement émettre 
environ 650 milliards de dollars en DTS sans 
demander l'approbation des législateurs des États 
membres. Et l'effet expansionniste pourrait être 
renforcé de manière significative si les pays riches 
deva ient  t rans fé rer  leur s  a l l ocat ions  
disproportionnées aux pays qui ont besoin de 
liquidités.

La deuxième série d'actions implique également le 
FMI, en raison de son rôle important dans 
l'élaboration des politiques macroéconomiques dans 
le monde en développement, en particulier dans les 
pays qui se sont tournés vers lui pour obtenir de l'aide 
en cas de problèmes de balance des paiements. Signe 
encourageant, le FMI a activement soutenu la 
poursuite de plans de relance massifs et prolongés 
par les États-Unis et l'Union européenne, et a même 
reconnu la nécessité d'une augmentation des 
dépenses publiques dans les pays en développement, 
malgré les conditions extérieures défavorables.

Mais lorsqu'il s'agit de fixer les conditions de prêts aux 
pays confrontés à une pression de la balance des 
paiements, les actions du FMI ne sont pas toujours 
conformes à ses déclarations. Une analyse menée par 
Oxfam International sur les accords de confirmation 
en cours montre qu'entre mars et septembre 2020, 76 
prêts du FMI négociés sur 91 avec 81 pays, ont exigé 
des réductions des dépenses publiques qui pourraient 
saper les systèmes de santé et les régimes de 
retraite, geler les salaires des travailleurs du secteur 
public (en particuliers les médecins, les infirmières et 
les enseignants), et réduire l'assurance-chômage, les 
prestations de maladie et les autres prestations 
sociales. L'austérité – en particulier les compressions 
dans ces domaines essentiels – n'aura pas de meilleurs 
résultats pour les pays en développement 
comparativement aux pays développés. Et une 
assistance plus importante, incluant les propositions 
de DTS discutées plus haut, donnerait à ces pays un 
espace budgétaire supplémentaire. 

Enfin, les pays développés pourraient orchestrer une 
réponse globale aux problèmes d'endettement 
énormes auxquels sont confrontés de nombreux pays. 
L'argent dépensé pour rembourser la dette est de 
l'argent qui n'aide pas les pays à combattre le virus ni 
à relancer leurs économies. Au début de la pandémie, 
on espérait qu'une suspension du service de la dette 
des pays en développement et des marchés 
émergents serait suffisante. Mais la crise dure 
maintenant depuis plus d'un an et certains pays ont 
besoin d'une restructuration complète de la dette, 
plutôt que de mesures de surface habituelles, qui 
font le lit d'une nouvelle crise qui ne manquera pas 
d'éclater dans quelques années.

Il existe un certain nombre de manières pour les 
gouvernements créanciers de faciliter des 
restructurations de ce type et d'encourager une 
participation plus active du secteur privé, qui s'est 
montré relativement récalcitrant jusqu'à présent. 
Comme le souligne le rapport de la Commission de 
l'INET, c'est le moment ou jamais de reconnaître les 
principes de force majeure et de nécessité. Les pays 
ne doivent pas être tenus de rembourser des prêts 
qu'ils n'ont pas les moyens de s'offrir, surtout quand de 
telles mesures engendrent tant de souffrances.

Les politiques décrites ici pourraient présenter un 
avantage énorme pour le monde en développement 
et ne représenteraient qu'un coût minime, voire nul, 
pour les pays développés. En effet, il est dans 
l'intérêt éclairé de ces pays de faire ce qu'ils peuvent 
pour les habitants des pays en développement et des 
marchés émergents, surtout quand leurs moyens 
d'action sont facilement disponibles et en mesure 
d'apporter d'énormes avantages à des milliards 
d'individus. Les dirigeants politiques du monde 
développé doivent reconnaître que personne ne sera 
à l'abri du virus tant que tout le monde ne sera pas 
protégé contre lui – et qu'une économie mondiale 
saine n'est pas possible sans une reprise forte partout 
dans le monde.

FrançaisFrançais

dit : « Donc si nous n’avions pas 
fait une escale ici, vous alliez 
continuer à travailler dans ces 
conditions ? » 

L e  p r é s i d e n t  e t  s a  
délégation ont quitté Bomi 
pour Gbamai, dans le comté de 
Gbarpolu, où il a eu une 
rencontre publique avec les 

habitants de la localité et les a 
rassurés que la construction du 
corridor routier de 52 km entre 
Bomi et Gamai est en cours.

Il a également visité le pont 
Lofa à Grand Capemount et a 
tenu une rencontre publique 
dans le district de Tahn.

h o m m e s  d u  F r o n t  
révolutionnaire uni (RUF), 
dont GibrilMassaquoi était un 
des hauts responsables. Ce 
groupe armé sierra-léonais 
était dirigé par le caporal 
Foday Sankoh, proche de l'ex-
chef de guerre libérien 
devenu président Charles 
Taylor.

"Massaquoi est arrivé, et 
les hommes l'ont salué: 
+Angel!+. Il a pris la personne 
assise à côté de moi, a placé 
son cou sur son assiette... 
J'étais effrayé, j'ai fermé les 
yeux. On lui a tranché le cou", 
a raconté ce témoin, selon 
qui le chef rebelle a bu du 
sang de la victime et puis en a 
répandu sur un autel, en 
guise d'offrande.

S e l o n  l e  p r o c u r e u r  
finlandais, Tom Laitinen, les 
auditions vont se poursuivre 
e n c o r e  e n v i r o n  t r o i s  
semaines, puis le tribunal se 
rendra en Sierra Leone, avant 
de rentrer en Finlande. Le 
verdict est attendu en 
septembre.

GibrilMassaquoi encourt la 
prison à perpétuité. Il a nié 
toute implication par la voix 
de ses avocats à l'ouverture 
de son procès en Finlande. Il 
affirme qu'il était ailleurs à 
l'époque et engagé dans des 
négociations de paix.

Jadis professeur, il avait 
été autorisé à s'installer en 
F i n l a n d e  a p r è s  a v o i r  

témoigné en 2003 devant le 
Tribunal spécial pour la Sierra 
Leone (TSSL) mis en place par 
l'ONU. Il avait alors reçu une 
immunité pour les actes commis 
dans son pays, mais pas au 
Liberia.

- Contradictions -
Un autre témoin, âgé de 63 

ans, a raconté aux juges 
comment des rebelles aux 
ordres de Massaquoi avaient 
capturé les hommes de son 
village, dans le nord.

"Ils ont essayé d'en abattre 
quelques-uns mais leur arme 
s'est enrayée, parce que Dieu 
voulait épargner des vies", a-t-il 
dit. Ils ont pensé que les 
villageois étaient protégés des 
balles par magie, alors "ils ont 
brûlé environ 120 personnes 
dans une maison", a-t-il ajouté.

L a  d é f e n s e  d e  
GibrilMassaquoi a mis en doute 
la validité des accusations en 
soulignant l'imprécision des 
témoins.

Lors de l'enquête, un homme 
avait par exemple affirmé avoir 
vu lui-même six corps de 
victimes, avant d'admettre à 
l'audience qu'il s'agissait en fait 
de choses qu'on lui avait 
racontées.

"Est-ce courant au Liberia 
que, quand quelqu'un vous dit 
qu'il a vu quelque chose, cela 
signifie que vous avez vu cette 
chose vous-même ?", s'est 
interrogé devant la cour un des 
avocats de GibrilMassaquoi.
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by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs.

The Liberian Foreign 
Minister explains that it has 
been a little over a month 
since he took the necessary 
actions to suspend these 
s e r v i c e s  w i t h  t h e  
understanding to put in place 
the appropriate mechanism 
and regulation that will ensure 
that Liberians are getting the 
required taxes or fees on 
these services so that the 
much needed revenue can be 
captured.

For the resumption of these 
services, Minister Kemayah 
reveals that a regulation 
developed and signed by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
the Ministry of Finance 
stipulates that applicants are 
to pay US$5.00 for an Article of 
Incorporat ion with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

He adds that the regulation 
stipulates also that for an 
Apost i l le  or  Letter  of  
Authentication, you are to pay 
U.S.$25, and U.S.$10 for a 
Laissez Passer, respectively.

Giving a narrative on why 
he took the measures, Foreign 
Minister Kemayah recalls that 
earlier the general black 
market which has been closed 
was collecting U.S.$75 instead 
of U.S.$5.00 for an Article of 
Incorporation and then eat 
both the required fee and the 
excess amount.

For an Apostille or Letter of 
Authentication which costs 
U.S.$25, he says the general 
black market had applicants 
paying more than triple the 
U.S .$25  wi thout  those  
payments one day going into 
government covers.

According to Minister 
Kemayah, this resumption of 
these services will go a very 
long way in giving a boost to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ 
contribution to the national 
budget of the Republic of 
Liberia. 

Under the regulation, 
Minister Kemayah says all fees 
for the services will not be 
paid at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, instead disclosing that 
they will be paid at any Liberia 
Revenue Authority (LRA) 
booth.

He says applicants will 
receive flag receipts from LRA 
which they will then submit to 

ommunication in the 
possession of this Cpaper indicates the 

M a n a g e m e n t  o f  A P M  
Terminals has snubbed Labor 
Minister Cllr. Charles Gibson’s 
mandate to left suspension of 
24  emp loyee s  o f  t he  
company.

The communication dated 
March 19, 2021, from Minister 
Gibson’s office states, “By 
directive of the Minister of 
Labour, Cllr. Charles Gibson, 
you are hereby instructed to 
halt all ongoing investigations 
o f  t he  2 4  s u spended  

employees; growing out of 
their alleged involvement in 
t h e  s t r i k e  a c t i o n  o f  
September 2020 at the 
company’s premises in the 
Freeport  of  Monrovia.  
Meanwhile, pending further 
actions by the Ministry of 
L a b o u r,  a l l  a f f e c t e d  
employees are to return to 
work and be allowed to carry 
out their duties as prescribed 
i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
employment contracts.” 

However, speaking to this 

paper Thursday, March 25, 2021, 
the president of the APM 
Terminals Liberia Workplace 
Representative Ballah Kpadeh 
said, following the minister’s 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
management, he (Ballah) and 
his colleagues had gone to 
resume work last Monday as 
usual and in compliance with 
the letter from the Minister but 
the APM Terminals Management 
resisted their entry into its  
premises at the Freeport of 
Monrovia.

The letter of complaint sent 
to Minister Gibson states, “It is 

with a heavy heart we write to 
inform you that as per your 
communication dated March 19, 
2021, which states that all 24 
suspended employees of APM 
Terminals Liberia should resume 
work in good faith based on 
their employment contract. 
Predicated on the above, the 
workers went to work early 
morning of March 24, and were 
d e n i e d  e n t r y  b y  t h e  
management stated herein.”

APM Terminals is a foreign 
company that manages the 

Freeport of Monrovia through 
commercial activities of the 
port.

S i n c e  l a s t  y e a r  2 4  
employees of the company 
were suspended for time 
indefinite for reportedly 
participating in strike action 
against the company. Both the 
Labour Ministry and the 
Liberian Senate have tried to 
resolve the matter, but to 
avail.

In October 2020, the 
Liberian Senate in an unusual 
angry mood ordered the 
Secretary of the Senate to 
summon the Management of 
APM Terminals to answer why 
it should not be held in 
contempt of the Liberian 
Legislature.

The motion, proffered by 
t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
Committee on Executive, 
Senator Saah Joseph, and 
angrily supported by Pro-
t e mp o re  A l b e r t  C h i e ,  
followed a hearing report by 
the Committee on Labor and 
Judiciary.

T h e  c o m p l a i n t  w a s  
authored by Senator Abraham 
Darius Dillon against alleged 
unfair labor practices by the 
company against the Dock 
Workers’ Union.

In findings of the two 
committees read before the 
S e n a t e  p l e n a r y  o n  
Wednesday, October 7, 2020, 
it was observed that the Dock 
Workers Union’s complaint 
was serious and that several 
efforts were made with the 
Minister of Labor, but to no 
avail, as ruling from hearing 
officers at the Ministry of 
Labor was not adhered to by 
the APM Terminals, as 
c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  
agreement between the 
company and the Dock 
Workers Union had long 
expired. Accordingly, the 
management is operating on 
its handbook. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
authentication before the 
needed service is rendered.

“The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs is neither the Liberia 
Revenue Authority nor the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning. We are 
not in the business of collecting 
fees,” Minister Kemayah 
declares.

He directs that all fees for 
services must be paid at any 
time into the Government of 
Liberia account.

Minister Kemayah says he 
didn’t know earlier that the 
public had so much a huge 
demand for Apostille service 
until he suspended it and began 
to see an influx of applicants at 
his office.

Giving a background to the 
reform at the Ministry, Minister 
Kemayah recalls that upon 
assuming office in October 
2020, he did observe that there 
were services being rendered 
by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, but fees or payments 
for such services were being 
used by unknown individuals.

“These fees were being 
collected illegally and so the 
Government of Liberia was 
being deprived of the much - 
needed income,” he explains.

“So when we realized that 
this was a form of what I would 
term as another general 
market, we thought that it 
would be good to move on to 
close such general market since 
it was not benefiting the 
Liberian people,” he recalls.

He says he set up a 
mechanism to be able to see 
what was happening, thereby 
making available US$450.00 to 
a female and two gentlemen.

A f t e r w a r d s  M i n i s t e r  
Kemayah says he received a 
report that US$75 was paid for 
Blue Jacket which is the cover 
for the Article of Incorporation; 
and the other gentlemen paid 
US$90 and US$150 respectively 
[for services].

This report was followed by a 
meeting before he announced 
an immediate suspension of all 
such services that had to do 
with obtaining Blue Jacket, 
Corporate Document and 
Article of Incorporation, 
Apostille and Laissez Passer 
w h i c h  a l r e a d y  h a d  a  
moratorium, and the closure of 
the Corporate Office.

he Plenary of the 
H o u s e  o f  TRepresentatives has 

slapped Montserrado County 
district #10 Representative 
Yekeh Kolubah with 30 days 
suspension for his direct and 
d e l i b e r a t e  e g r e g i o u s   
behaviour constantly being 
exh ib i ted  aga ins t  the  
Liberian Presidency on a daily 
basis

A bitter critic of President 
George Manneh Weah, Rep. 
Kolubah is a member of the 
opposition Collaborating 

Political Parties, CPP.
His suspension follows a 

communication sent to plenary 
by  ru l i ng  Coa l i t i on  fo r  
D e m o c r a t i c  C h a n g e  
Representative Thomas P. Fallah 
of Montserrado District #5. 

In his communication to 
plenary Thursday, Rep. Fallah 
prayed the body that the 
behavior being exhibited 
against the Liberian Presidency 
daily by Rep Kolubah should no 
longer be accepted or condoned 
as pleasant, if they are to 
maintain the sanctity and 
prest ige of  that  sacred 

institution to show case the 
integrity of its members.

According to him, Rep. 
Kolubah’s disregard for 
constituted authority and the 
rule of law over the past years 
since his ascendency to the 
National Legislature has 
demeaned the image of that 
institution and the hard 
earned integrity of its 
members.

" M r.  S p e a k e r  a n d  
distinguished colleagues, the 
role of discipline in any 
instruction like ours requires 
that an action be taken in the 
case of nonconformity to be 
able to deter any unethical 
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APM Terminals snubs Labour Ministry
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

More headline news   More headline news
Foreign Ministry closes

Starts from back page 

All seven members of the 
Board of Commissioners, 
including the head of the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o u r t ,  
Chairperson Davidetta Browne 
Lansanah, Co-chairperson Cllr. 
P .  T e p l a h  R e e v e s ,  
Commissioners Boakai A. 
Dukuly, Folyd Oxley Sayor, Cllr. 

NEC upholds poll
Ernestine Morgan Awar, Barsee 
Leo Kpangkai and Josephine 
Kou Gaye unanimously signed 
the ruling on Thursday, 25 
March 2021. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

Cont’d from page 5

Plenary suspends opposition 
Lawmaker Kolubah 

By Bridgett Milton

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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opolu, Gbarpolu 
County- President BGeorge Weah briefly 

departed from his usual 
response to citizens’ requests 
in Bopolu, Gbarpolu County 
on Thursday during a town 
hall meeting when he 
descended on motorcyclists 
and put Representative 
Kenneth Wesso of Gbarpolu 
County on the spot for calling 
First Lady Clar Weah, “Mrs. 
Clar Williams.”

President Weah narrated 
that he and his wife had been 
married for over 21 years and 
has not divorced. So for Rep. 
Wesso to call her “Mrs. 
Williams”, he needed to 
correct that before moving 
on. 

Mr. Weah, a former 
campaigner for commercial 
motorcyclists to be allowed 
to ply the streets of Monrovia 
during his tenure as Senator 
of Montserrado County, also 
blasted cyclists here for their 
recklessness and expressed 
regrets for his earlier support 
t o  a l l o w  t h e m  r u n  
commercial bikes on the 
streets.

“I stood up when they 
were taking you from the 
streets, but you made me 
shame,” he narrated as he 
wrapped up his two days’ visit 
to that county as part of his 
second leg county tour in the 
Western cluster region, 
comprising Bomi, Gbarpolu 
and Grand Capemount 

counties.
“If I were in that Senate, I 

will not make that mistake 
again,” President Weah stated, 
as he told traditional chiefs who 
had requested 10 motorbikes 
that he would rather buy them 
two pickups than bikes because 
of safety reasons.

Mr. Weah disclosed that his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  n o w  
considering regulations that 
could bring some sanity in the 
traffic as it relates to the 
motorcyclists menace. “We 
cannot ask you to be peaceful 
and then you be or [are] reckless 
on the streets,” he added.  

He stated that the new 
regulations, if not followed, 
would lead to the impoundment 
of motorbikes to get them off 
the streets.

The President explained that 
as it stands, bike riders have no 
respect for traffic laws and 
usually take the laws into their 
own hands whenever there is an 
accident, some of which are 
usually their faults as a result of 
reckless riding.

He further empathized 
saying, “Those that are using 
bikes, we need to put you in 
order. If the bike is your 
livelihood, then you got to use it 
with caution. You got to respect 
the traffic laws.

“If you don’t respect the 
traffic laws, trust me, for you to 
be alive and not vote for me, I 
rather you being alive. If you 
don’t drive those motorbikes 
right, we will take every 
motorbikes from the street. So, 

if the bike will make you rich 
or pay your school fees, you 
have to drive it with order.” 

Mr. Weah also warned 
youths to eschew protest and 
settle their issues through 
dialogue because according to 
h i m ,  p r o t e s t  i s  v e r y  
expensive.

He said the amount require 
to put the military and police 
on the streets to quell a 
protest could be used to solve 
the problems that protesters 
want to be solved.

“Protest is expensive. If 50 
of you were to get on the 
street today, we have to bring 
in a whole military truck and 
police truck on the street 
because it’s your right to 
protest and we don’t want to 
violate your right,” President 

Weah went on. 
“…Those police and army 

that are coming to you, they 
want fuel and we have to pay 
them instantly. We have to 
buy them materials even the 
ones that will be used to 
remove you.  That you are on 
the street for.” 

But the President added 
that if protesters were to 
settle for a dialogue the 
money  used  cou ld  be  
expended to solve the 
problem.

of our people, which is 
currently being investigated 
by the United States Senate 
Committee under the Global 
Manitsky Human Rights Act, 
along with the looting of our 
country as described by U.S. 
Congressman Chris Smith - a 
kleptocratic government, now 
embodied in the demand to 
p r i n t  n e w  f a m i l y  o f  
banknotes. 

As the CPP prepares to 
respond officially to this 
injustice, I want to take this 
time to call the attention of 
our international partners, 

Ministries of Finance and 
Development Planning and 
Foreign Affairs to coordinate 
activities and collaborate on 
issues, as part of preparation 
for the upcoming MRU 
Summit. 

Madam Wesseh stated that 
as the summit gets underway, 
she looks forward to seeing 
Liberia presenting a position 
that borders on the country’s 
foreign policy objectives such 
as peaceful coexistence and 
good neighborliness. 

Madam Wesseh noted that 
as the Secretary General of 
the Union, she wants to see 
the reemergence of Liberia’s 

I am changing my name 
from Preston Bill Coleman 
to Dhankaytee Thaiqueh 
Thompson as of this 
p u b l i c a t i o n .  H e n c e ,  
Dhankaytee Thaiqueh 
Thompson is my new name 
for all transactions with the 
public.

Diplomatic Corps, Council of 
Churches, and Civil Society 
Organizations to this high level 
o f  p r o voca t i on  on  t he  
opposition.  These attacks on 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  a r e  
unacceptable. We remain a 
responsible opposition dealing 
w i t h  a n  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  
government, but that does not 
mean we are a weak opposition.  
The rights of all Liberians, 
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
affiliation, must be protected, 
and Mo Ali and Rep. Kolubah are 
no exceptions,” Mr. Cummings 
wrote.

leadership of the MRU, stating 
that she likes to see Liberia 
showcase its hospitality during 
the upcoming MRU Summit in 
Monrovia. 

During the meeting with the 
Liberian Foreign Minister, 
Madam Wesseh presented a 
dossier, which contained 
proposed dates and venue for 
the upcoming meeting and the 
lodging of the participants, 
considering the distance of the 
venue and current traffic for 
review by Minister Kemayah.

2021                              
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Weah fires up in Bopolu
By Othello B. Garblah

Mo Ali’s arrest 

Foreign Minister Kemayah 

Change of Name

behavior of a member or 
members who will want to 
conduct themselves in 
manner that will bring 
disrespect to this Noble 
institution", Fallah added.

Rep. Fallah continued that 
he has on so many occasions 
confronted Rep. Kolubah on 
the manner in which he 
(Kolubah) addresses the 
Liberian Leader but he had 
refused to listen.

Fallah explained the 
recent profanity ranted on 

the President by Rep. Kolubah 
was on March 19, 2021 at the 
Capitol Building in an interview 
the opposition lawmaker 
granted with FDKTV, where he 
referred to the President as 
"Dog."

Rep. Yekeh Kolubah was 
given an opportunity to respond 
to charges brought against by 
his colleague, but he chose to 
remain silent.

For his part, Grand Gedeh 
County Electoral district#2 
Representative George S. Boley 

described the unbecoming 
behavior of his colleague as 
unbearable, warning that 
nobody can scare anyone in 
the country, and if anyone 
tries anything, there is news 
for them.

"Mr. Speaker, we need to 
take a vote on this, Mr. 
Speaker call for the vote", 
Rep. Boley, a former warlord 
deported from the United 
States for arming child 
soldiers in Liberia, urged.

Plenary suspends
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Chamber Associate Justice 
Joseph Nagbe barely two 
weeks ago.

M r.  C u m m i n g s  a l s o  
condemned the suspension of 
ANC/CPP lawmaker Yekeh 
Kolubah from what he 
described as the CDC- 
c o n t r o l l e d  H o u s e  o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r  
"continuous insults to the 
President" as ridiculous and 
r e e k s  o f  d i c t a t o r s h i p  
tendencies. 

“We cannot continue to do 
the same things over and over 
and expect the country to 
change. The expediency of 
the times does not call for 
further division between the 
r u l i n g  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  
opposit ion or  between 
Liberians as citizens and 
neighbors. It has become a 
trend of this government to 
target or indict opposition 
voices with bogus charges and 
falsely imprison them in an 
attempt to silence the 
opposition. 

These are examples of the 
violation of the human rights 

i be r ia ’s  Fo re ign  
M i n i s t e r  D e e  -  LM a x w e l l  S a a h  

Kemayah, Sr. has announced 
the resumption of vital 
services for applicants to 
obtain Apostille or Letter of 
Authentication, Laissez 
Passer  and  Ar t ic le  o f  
Incorporation which will 
boost government revenues 
generation, having closed “a 
general black market” that he 
says deprived government of 

needed resources.
“I did indicate to you that the 

black general market … which 
we’ve closed [collected] $75 
U.S. dollars; $90 U.S. dollars; 
$150 U.S. dollars. So you can see 
when $5 U.S. dollars is to be 
paid, you collect $75 U.S. 
dollars and even the $5 U.S. 
dollars that’s supposed to go to 
government, you don’t even put 
it there,” Minister Kemayah said 
Thursday, 25 March.

During a general briefing 
with officials at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Thursday which 
was covered by the media, 
Minister Kemayah declared that 
effective Friday, 26 March, “the 
services in relation to obtaining 
Corporate Jacket, Apostille and 
Laissez Passer … will resume.”

He however clarifies that the 
moratorium placed on the 
issuance of Laissez Passer 
remains in force unless for 
emergency cases where such 
applications will be reviewed on 
a case - by - case basis and 
where appropriate, authorized 

he Political leader of 
the  A l te rna t i ve  TNational Congress 

(ANC), Mr. Alexander B. 
Cummings, currently paying a 
two day visit to Lofa County 
says, the arrest of Mo Ali, 
Secretary General of the UP, 
and Deputy SG of the CPP is 
provocative and a recipe for 

chaos. 
Mr. Ali was arrested after the 

L iber ian National  Pol ice 
declared him a wanted man for 
failing to honor an invitation to 
explain a social media post, 
which government has termed 
as inciting arson attacks against 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission (NEC) and Justice in 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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Mo Ali’s arrest is provocative
-Cummings

Foreign Ministry closes black market
-Resumes vital services to boost government revenues

By Winston W. Parley
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